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At Footman James we understand that every classic vehicle owner is different and
with FJ+ enthusiasts can build their policy from a range of cover options including
breakdown, agreed value, salvage retention and spare parts.

Whether you prefer to transact on the phone or online*, FJ have you covered,
including access to our online document portal, allowing you access to your policy
documents digitally at all times.

Call our friendly UK team on OB M) Platinum
0333 207 6080 e
SPECIALIST RATES
H H H - TN | ’
or visit footmanjames.co.uk =" " =X -
Y 200 feefo™

*Online transactions 18+ and does not include Multi-Vehicle or Flex cover. All cover is subject to insurers terms
and conditions, which are available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group
Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered address: 2 Minster Court, Mincing Lane, London, EC3R 7PD.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FP.ADGE.2161.04.21
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Cover Shot

.o We will only accept e-mail TEXT & Jpeg files
Dip YOUR TOE INTO NO Word/etc Document attachments please
SOMETHING DIFFERENT THIS YEAR! Courier Copy By 8th of Each Month

PICTURE SUPPLIED BY DAVID WOODWARD
Tel: (01858) 434424 Fax: (01858) 431936
THE GET OUT

Whereas every care is taken to publish accurate information, the Editor and the Council of the TSSC do not
necessarily agree with all the views expressed within THE COURIER and cannot accept any liability for erroneous
or misleading information found therein. © Triumph Sports Six Club Limited 2022

Privacy Notice: The data controller of personal data of members of the Triumph Sports Six Club is Triumph Sports Six Club
Limited. Such personal data is processed in accordance with the Club’s Data Protection Policy which details how the Club uses
personal data. This Policy is available on the Clubs website and a copy can be obtained from the Club’s Headquarters.
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Tel 01858 434424 E-mail info@tssc.org.uk

TSSC Head Quarters is Open to Visitors
9am to Spm - Monday to Thursday.

Head Quarters is Closed on Fridays

TSSC MEMBERSHIP & RENEWALS
Worldwide Membership & Renewal £51.00
Young Member (Age 17 to 25) £25.50

Direct Debit: Worldwide Membership &
Renewal (From UK Bank Account Only) £45.00
Young Member (Age 17 to 25) £22.50

Members joining/renewing by Direct Debit can
expect their fee to be collected by the TSSC on
the nearest working day to the 13th of the
month prior to their membership expiring
TSSC MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES

Angie Hill, TSSC HQ - Sunderland Court, Main
Street, Lubenham, Market Harborough, Leics.
LE16 9TF. Tel:01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936
e-mail: info@tssc.org.uk Website: www.tssc.org.uk

INSURANCE VALUATION SERVICE -

Please always Book an appointment in advance
if requiring a Valuation at HQ.

Email Valuations

e-mail Form To: TSSC Valuation Service

e-mail: courier@tssc.org.uk

Form on Website: www.tssc.org.uk

TSSC INSURANCE PANEL Contact Numbers

FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
Tel: 0333 207 6080 Fax: 0333 207 6104
FJ Breakdown Recovery - 0800 132 278

PETER JAMES LIMITED
Tel: 0121 506 6040 Fax: 0845 2233 020

LANCASTER INSURANCE
Tel: 01480 400763

CLASSICLINE INSURANCE
Tel: 01455 639 000

CLUB SHOP - Mail Order or Local Pick Up
TSSC HQ Team, Sunderland Court
Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
e-mail:clubshop@tssc.org.uk

Shop Online: www.tssc.org.uk
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

TSSC ACCOUNTS

Trudi Prettyjohns, TSSC HQ, Sunderland Court,
Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
e-mail: trudi@tssc.org.uk Tel: 01858 434424

TSSC MUSEUM - Open Mon to Thurs
TSSC HQ, Sunderland Court,

Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
e-mail: info@tssc.org.uk

TSSC SHOW CAR REGISTER

TSSC HQ, Sunderland Court,

Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
e-mail: info@tssc.org.uk

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
2022 meetings:

Feb 13th
March 20th
April 10th AGM

Any member who has any item of business
that they wish to be discussed at a Council of
Management meeting should send the item to:

Chris Gunby, Riverside Forge,
Water lane, North Witham, Lincs,
NG33 5L

Tel. 07843 435190
or email: chairman@tssc.org.uk
Please ensure that any items you wish to raise on
the Council of Management Agenda

are received by the General Secretary at least two
weeks before the date of the Meeting



HQ? have you been?

I'm sitting here writing this Comment the day after the Christmas open
day at TSSC HQ in early Dec what a year the club has had emerging from
the depths of Covid restrictions to get as near back to normal as is safe.
The team at HQ deserve a big thank you for all they did in 2021 and I'm
sure all they will do in 2022.

The thing that struck me on the Christmas open day was how many people
attended HQ for the first time, at least half of the people had not visited our
head office before and all went away totally amazed at what we have in our
Lubenham Headquarters.

Thanks to our membership Sunderland court is a Mecca for anything to do
with Triumph cars, if you have not visited it should be put on your list of
things to do in 2022.

The TSSC means so much to so many different people if you are happy to
receive your monthly Courier then enjoy it but please get more involved in
2022 attend your local area meetings, come out to our shows but most im-
portantly drive your Triumph with fellow petrol heads.

This year will see. us returning to classic Le man with around 1000 of the

TSSC  member-
ship as usual.

You will not find a
better event any
where with an
epic drive down
to what has to be
the most iconic

race track in the
world, see the
classics racing on
the circuit then

the best social ‘

‘65 LeMans - Before the start : The Spitfire squadron line up next to a lone Alpine

event of our calendar why don’t you give ita go ?

Looking forward to meeting you all out and about this year

Doing More with our Triumphs

CHRIS GUNBY
CouNcIL oF MANAGEMENT - CHAIRMAN

CoMMENT
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e-mail courien@tssc.org.uk CLUB

TSSC NATIONAL, REGIONAL

& EUROPEAN EVENTS CLASS|C CAR SHOWS (CLUB INVITED)

See also further adverts in Courier

April/May 2022 January 2022
FRI 29/SAT30/SUN/MON 1/2 MAY 2022 SUN 23 JANUARY
TSSC ISLE OF WIGHT WEEKEND INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH & MG
WAVERLEY PARK PO32 6AW SPARES DAY
Tel 01983 293452. www.waverleypark.co.uk TELFORD INTERNATIONAL CENTRE
July 2022 Discount Ticket Code MGTRICLUB22
FRI/SAT/SUN 1/2/3 JULY 2022 Tel. 01775768661
TSSC TRIP TO LE MANS CLASSIC 2022
Confirmed Date: Tel 01858 434424
August 2022
FRI SAT SUN 192021 AUGUST 2022 " “———— THE INTERNATIONAL —nH0r
INTER-CLUB TRIUMPH WEEKEND H MG &TR|UMPH
STAFFORD COUNTY SHOWGROUND
STAFFORD TEL. 01858 434424
EMAIL - info@tssc.org.uk
www.triumphweekend.com

Insurance Valuations

Insurance Valuations can be done via E-mail.
Valuation Forms Available from here:
www.tssc.org.uk. Click on ‘The Club’ in Left hand
Menu. then Scrolldown to Club Document Down-
loads. Download TSSC Insurance Valuation Form,
print off, fill it in, Scan or Take a Picture of it and
email this to Bernard at: courier@tssc.org.uk
with Minimum of 4 Pictures attached.
£15 Payment By BACS Transfer only please as
This is much more Secure than Card details.
Sort code 53-81-46. Account number 87120461
Triumph Sports Six Club Ltd.

Please put Name & Membership Number
on the payment for reference. Thank you.

Triumph Sports Six Club
VALUATION CERTIFICATE

nugw:n TSSC
__Cin |Nsu RAENCE -
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NEWS—REVIEW

Monthly News of a Triumph Nature

Calendar Girl

The 2022 Frost Restoration
Charity Calendar (in support of 3
Rosemere Cancer Foundation
https://rosemere.org.uk/home)
features a certain little green
sportscar as "Miss August" pic-
tured on the Start/Finish straight
at Albert Park in Melbourne.
Frost gives £4 to Rosemere for
each calendar sold - Frost Char- |
ity Calendar 2022 (A4) - Frost |
Auto Restoration Techniques
Dave Beardsley

Jrosemere |

Tel. 01858 434424 web. www.tssc.org.uk
e-mail. clubshop@tssc.org.uk

special Offer on
|'|I Torgque Starter Motors

Does your Triumph not want to start easily
when it is hot or not used regularly?

b Can give in excess of 200% more cranking torque
b Uses less current than conventional starters

£10 off on all Starters

HITORQ401 HERALD/ EARLY SPIT £175.00
HITORQ801 SPITFIRE IV & 1500 £195.00
HITORQ101 VIT/GT6 £175.00
HITORQ100 2000.2500/TR5/6 £175.00
HITORQ400 STAG £175.00
HITORQ406 DOLOMITE SPRINT/TR7 £175.00
HITORQ414 DOLOMITE 1300/1500 £175.00
HITORQ103 TR2/3 BOMB TYPE £175.00
P & P 10Kg HITORQ102 TR3A/4/4A £175.00

HITORQ318 TRS8 + Rover Eng STAG £195.00



A few months ago | was con-
tacted by Sam Dawson from
Classic Cars magazine as they
were planning to do a 60th An-
niversary tribute in 2022, who
asked if | knew of any signifi-
cant early cars they might be
able to feature.

| did, of course tell him about the
ADU racing Spitfires of Dave
Pearson and Mark Field and also
mentioned that we have a 1962
Spitfire ourselves.

| wasn't expecting to hear any
more but a couple of weeks later
Sam got in touch again to ask
about doing a photoshoot and
test-drive of our Sybil. Well, it
sounded interesting enough but
she had spent most of the last
couple of years in the "top bunk’
above my Mk3 so it was time for
Guy to get them both out, put

B_a_theas_ton Toll Bridge

Baby Blue on the top, and throw
a bucket of water over Sybil (a
few days early so as not to let her
think anything special was hap-

8

pening and for her
to get in a funk
and ‘fail to pro-
ceed’). Then, in
early September
we headed off to
Bath one after-
noon to meet up
with them as they
wanted to do
something a little
different than the
usual pretty coun-
try lane shots.

As it happens my
brother, lan, lives
in Bath so we ar-
ranged to meet
up with him too. It
was a lovely warm
afternoon so Guy
took us by the
scenic route,

Mk1/2/3

SUZIE SINGLETON spitfires@cadley.org.

Sybil - Cover Model at 60

going over the Batheas-
ton Toll Bridge, which
we have used previ-
ously. A very pic-
turesque toll bridge,
with a toll cost of a
whole £1. It was quite
busy due to roadworks
closing another bridge
in central Bath but
‘most’ motorists

' seemed to be taking it

in good spirits.
We got to the agreed
car park and a few min-

utes later lan arrived, and we were soon joined by Sam and the
photographer, Laurens Parsons. They told us where they were
heading, which lan knew anyway, but we followed then to a small
cul-de-sac, Beauford Square, behind the Theatre Royale, a small



area of original Georgian buildings, away
from the busier streets and ideal for some
static photos.

| had only recently had my first cataract
operation done so couldn't see too well,
and struggle now to stand for any length
of time so it was ideal to
have lan’s car there to wait
in just along the road while
Guy stayed with Sybil as
they took various photos
from all sorts of angles,
with and without him in
the car.

Luckily they seemed to
have completed most of
their photos from one
angle when the home-
owner popped her recy-
cling boxes outside her
front door just beside
where they were working!

Once they had enough
photos in that location,
and the sun had set, it was
off to Queens Square.
Guy's instructions were ba-
sically just to keep driving
around the square. The
journalists at times led, with the photog-
rapher leaning out of the rear of the car
when they were leading or the side win-
dow when driving alongside. lan did a
couple of laps behind them to try to keep

some of the other traffic from getting too close to them,
then peeled off when he had a chance to drop into a
parking spot at the side of the square, and we passed
the time while the others kept going round an uncount-
able number of times.

Eventually they felt they had enough of those shots

Pic Classic Cars/Laurens Parsons

and told us where to head off to next, which was right
outside the Café Rouge in Milsom Street.

Here they took several more photos, some close ups
and some moving ones by driving round the nearby




one way streets and back again,
Sam taking a spin behind the
wheel at this time. There was one
lovely interlude when a lady pass-
ing got quite excited to see the
car's registration number (382
SYB) as her name was also Sybil
so she had to get a photo taken
beside the car. While we were
there lan’s partner Andy arrived to
join us, having just finished work.
She came in her ‘modern Spitfire’
- her Mazda MX5 - and was able
to park right in behind Sybil. We
hadn’t had a chance to catch up

QUENTIN S i ; - -

WILISON s 2 A

g on N 8 ' J s
= Rare Aston DBAGT driven

L

InGeorge Harrison's 9285 Buying the £6k Elan

Vearsin pro ,
* Le Mans racers in
ire barn

Bhanq_er reader
bucket Tist drive

Barrered e
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Viva first owner :
reveals journey through life together
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for a while so it was lovely to see her while lan was off holding

light stands for the photographer.

As | said earlier, it was an incredibly warm evening, the sort | can't
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remember having for years, and
it was lovely being able to stand
around watching the fun with-
out needing to be bundled up
in many layers. Then, when it
was all over it was a lovely drive
home through the dark.

Then we just needed to wait
until the magazine article was
published. | was expecting to
have to wait until mid-2022 to
see it but Guy caught sight of
an advert for the issue, recog-
nising a certain familiar car grac-
ing the cover while he was at
the Classic Motor Show at the
NEC, but we still had to wait a
few days before he could nip
into Smiths to get a copy.

Some of you will have seen
Sybil popping up in various
guises due to the photos of her
in photographic libraries, such
as in some insurance adverts,
and of course, as last month, on
the Model car website. How-
ever, | certainly wasn't expecting
her to be a cover model for the
magazine so was really chuffed
to see that.
| was also pleased to see in the
magazine that they had spoken
to Dave Pearson of Canley Clas-
sics about his ex-Le Mans Spit-
fires so there was a nice article
about them too.

One thing the trip did remind



us of was that we need to send
Sybil's speedo off to be over-
hauled as it was reading a bit
over keen, tending to shoot up
to 110mph then staying there
until it gets tired and drops back
to anything it feels like. Guy's
been driving her using the rev
counter as an indication of

speed - just as | had to do with
my MkIV Spitfire the whole time
| owned it over 30 years ago.

And, finally, for her 60th year

Sybil has just been given a
brand new smile.

Last year | had been contacted
by Denise Harrison, having de-
cided that sadly it was time to
find a new home for her Spitfire
Mk2 which she had owned for
46 years. | accordingly featured
it in an article which, sadly,
didn't lead to a buyer. However,

this year at a local show they met
someone who was to become the
car's new owner.

Denise then contacted me, having
seen that we had an early Spitfire 4
to ask if we might be interested in
a pair of Mk1 grilles Denise's
brother, Bryan, had found lurking in
the garage, (it having been he who
had been looking after the car for
some time).

We were very pleased to accept them on Sybil's behalf and they
duly arrived a few weeks ago very carefully, and suitably,
packaged with a wooden board from a premium chocolate
brand (which | immediately recognised).

The last few weeks having been a little hectic it wasn't until
¥ o o el ==y gLy

again (discovering, in the process that not only had Baby Blue
been very naughty dropping oil over her older sister, but that the
cover he had put over Sybil wasn't oil proof!) So, after another
bucket of water and some car shampoo (that car will start to think
she’s being pampered) he was able to exchange the grilles and
you should be able to see the difference in these photos - the close
up showing her original grille on the right and the shiny new one
on the left. .
Suzie

"
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NEC Classic Car Show

| was lucky enough to not only
attend the NEC Classic Car
Show in November but have
my Spitfire on display.

Paul Lewis of the TR7 register
worked his magic and managed
to get the MIRA 1381 Classic
Car Club a stand, not too far
from the TSSC stand. We had
three vehicles on display, my
Spitfire a white Challenger (E
Type Replica) and a Rover P4. |
think one reason for my vehicle
being added to the line up was
the splash of yellow amongst the
white and grey.

It was a great show, with steady
footfall, and a variety of people
in various stages of classic car
ownership. A retired gentleman
was just venturing out and was
considering which classic vehicle
to purchase. Although he loved
the shape and style of the Spit-
fire he feared that something
that close to the ground
wouldn’t be his first choice, opt-
ing more for the Rover P4, how-
ever we had a great discussion
about the driving experience of
the Spitfire and interior look and
feel etc. Later a young girl came
to see me, she had just pur
chased a MkIV and was inter-
ested in originality and had
loads of questions about the lay-
out of the dash and the different
steering wheels fitted. It was
great to see a broad age group
from young drivers to those with
a few years under their belt at-
tending the show and asking

12

loads of questions.

| was pleased to see that on the Lancaster Insurance Pride of
Ownership, celebrating classic cars and their owners, there was
a Triumph Spitfire to compete with strong opposition such as a
Lotus Esprit Turbo , Jaguar E-Type and Ford Capri 2.0 Litre S

e |




Now here are the real questions

R T R e

(which as a young driver | was lucky enough to own for
a short period - and wish | still had stashed away in a
dry lockup somewhere for high days and holidays).
People were asked to vote via app for their favourite.
The award was presented on Sunday afternoon
amongst the competing cars by Mike Brewer. | was de-
lighted and a little surprised to be honest to hear the
Spitfire had won amid the high competition, Jake the
winner, came over to see me, before the it was an-
nounced and was telling me he had owned the vehicle
for about 12 months and had bought it fully restored.
He was keen to learn more about it and what to look
for regarding maintenance and servicing etc. | had a
good look around his Spitfire and | didn’t think he
needed to worry too much about anything as it had
been restored really well and had been done so sym-
pathetically, keeping the originality which | really liked.

| hope you were able to go along and have a look
around, there was something for everybody and as
mentioned the TSSC stand was there with some of the
club Triumphs on display.

Triumph Part Name Smash

As its Christmas and we enter another year | thought |
would include a ‘festive (ish)’ game in the register to
start the year. For those of you who are familiar with a
TV programme called House of Games this will be fa-
miliar, for those of you who are not it may take some
practice. To help I'll give you a couple of examples, the
idea is you have to put together the two names in the
pictures to give one answer. For example;

Caravan Diesel

J81p|OS J83deIDINUBBYM-0|
'uyoruoyjaqieas-4 ‘ojeulwisiswopsads-g
‘|eluedsiabulidsjea-7 ‘ueisobulieaqasypn-9

Wiper Blade Runner

Hope that makes sense? . “1sappoaphaupoiysnd-g Hpeyabebbnid sueds-y
The answers are at the end of the article, good luck!  "yjpuejfe|ng yeysyjuesd-¢ ‘uyjerozelpey-z
Happy New Year. ‘pueH-ul-de) Joinquiasig-|

SIL-QV-Q slamsuy
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T.D. FITCHETT Lid

SUPPLIERS OF ORIGINAL TRIUMPH SPARES

Petrol tank .. £240.00
Front lower valance 1200 O.E .£195.00
Front lower valance 13/60 O.E.. ...£195.00
Front lower valance Vitesse O.E. ...£195.00
Herald 13/60 front lamp panel 812140 ... .....£105.00
Herald 1200 front wings . . ... £225.00
Herald 13/60 front wings . . ...£150.00
Vitesse front wings ...£180.00
Front wing ‘D’ plates 703627/8 . . ....£12.00
Windscreen drip channel .. £18.00 pair
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9 . . .. £150.00
Door Skin repair panels . . . . .. £30.00

£11.50
. £105.00
£11.50

Tread plate repair panel.
Front Footwell ...........
Front floor mounting bracket fr 607548 ..

Front floor mounting bracket rear 607549/50 . . . . £11.50
Rear floor mounting bracket 607655 ... .......£12.00
B post mounting bracket 703625/6 ... ........£26.50
Stainless steel tread plate finisher . . .. £30.00 pair

Boot side panel 804611/2
Herald 948/Vitesse rear centre valance . .
Herald 1200/13.60 rear centre valance. . .
Inner front wheel arch 903075/6 . . .
Rear outer wheel arch 802845/6. . .
Front/Rear wing arch repair panel. .
Rear wing front repair panel

.. £24.00
All chassis outriggers/side rails/boot extn. . . £30.00 each

Herald/Vitesse Body Mounting Kit . . .. £36.00
White rubber bumpers (full set). £240.00
Rear overriders 703708/9 . . . . £75.00
Bonnet corner mouldings 706161/2 . . .. £27.50 pair

Wheel arch/bulkhead seal 704033 . . .
Chrome bonnet catch 607663

Door hinges 607824 . . ... .. .

Boot hinges ....£43.50 pair
Door to glass outer weather strip . .. . ....£12.00
Accelerator pedal bracket 147655 . . . ....£12.50

Set of 8 front suspension bushes 119451 . . .. £15.00 set
Front suspension shim 122022................ £1.75

Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 12. . £25.00
Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 14 .. ... £2250
Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 16P/16PB. . . . . £32.50

Recon exchange caliper type 12.
Recon exchange caliper type 14. . .
Recon exchange caliper type 16P/PB. ... ..

....£62.50
Brake padstype 12..................... £19.50 set

Brake pads type 14 ... £10.50 set
Brake pads type 16P/16PB . . ... £12.50 set
Her/Vit Recon steering racks RHD (exchange) .. £96.00

Trackrodends ................oooiins £9.60 each

Rear shock absorber GSA385 . . ....£18.00
Front shock absorber ....£20.00
Herald 3 Syncro (exchange gearbox) . .. ... ... £425.00
Vitesse (exchange gearbox) ... £425.00
Fibreglass Gearbox Tunnel Cover. . ....£42.50
Recon Exchange Diff . . .. .. . £450.00
Recon Exchange Diff (NCW&P) . . . £550.00

Herald recon exchange drive shaft assembly . . . £240.00

Herald/Vitesse non rotoflex drive shaft . ... ... . £90.00
Universal joint grease nipple type . . ............ £9.50
Herald voltage regulator Unipart GEU 6603 . . . . . £25.00

Herald new alternative distributor (exchange). . . . £59.00

MANY ITE
FROM NU
TO BOD

S STOCKED
AND BOLTS
SHELLS

CAL
01952!' 6?92;45,

Vitesse distributor cap GDC109 . . .
Vitesse HT lead set
13/60 HT lead set
Herald oil filter GFE 119/150 . .
Herald O.E head gasket GEG 314 . .
Spark plugs 1200/12.50 (set of 4). . .
Vitesse 2 Litre clutch kit
Clutch slave cylinder 13/60 .
Boot catch 611225

Early type bonnet (single bulge) WKC170 .. ... £155.00
Late type bonnet (double bulge) XKC3822. . . . . £350.00
Doors FHC WKC5286 LH £420.00
Door skins YKC74 LH . .. £150.00
LH rear wing Coupe, original £420.00

Late type boot lid XKC3854. . . ..
Rear deck assembly convertible WKC4255 . . . ..
Window regulators XKC325 L/Honly ..........
Door/glass outer weather strip R/H YKC101. ... ..
Radiator grille R/H convertible WKC3674.. . . .. .. .
Petrol tank retaining strap TKC131............ £10.00
Petrol tank
Petrol tank sender TKC3408 .. .
Rear lamp assembly R/H TKC232 ..
Recon TR7 (exchange) distributor . .
TR7 distributor cap
HT lead set (early) GHT 167 . .
Gearbox 4 speed (exchange)
Recon steering rack (exchange) . . .
Front strut assembly recon
Front lower ball joint GSJ154
Front suspension strut gaiter UKC4981 . .
Rear shock absorbers
Upper steering joint UKC2449. . .
Lower steering shaft TKC1084 . .

Track rod ends GSJ185 ... £16.00 pair
Steering wheel (early) RKC509 ...£25.00
Brake pads GBP233 . . £18.00 set
Brake discs TKC780 ..

TR?7 brake master cylinder recon (exchange). . . .
Brake servo recon (exchange) . .

... £50.00

Recon exchange brake caliper . .

Brake shoes 4 speed GSP794 OE Unipart . . £17.50 set
Brake shoes 5 speed GBS813 ............ £18.00 set
Wheel cylinders 4-5speed .................. £15.00
4 speed differential TKC2619 (exchange). . .. .. £350.00

Jackshaft 215207
Recon starter motor (exchange) . . .
Fan idler pulley bearing
Recon w/wiper motor (exchange) . . .....£105.00
Clutch kit TRBQ/MH. ....................... £110.00

Front suspension leg insert .
Steering column shaft 151032.
Track rod end GSJ157. . .
Gearbox (exchange)Reconditioned . . .
Recon exchange J Type overdrive . .
Rear shock absorbers
Rear sub frame mounting 150382. . .
Rear wheel bearing kit
Service exchange drive shaft 311914 . .
Recon rear hub assy (exchange)
Recon Brake Calipers (exchange) . .
Caliper seal kit inc pistons
Sefibrakeipadsy . W . ...............

Recon brake master-cylinder (exchange) . .. ... £120.00
Recon Servo (exchange)
Rear wheel cylinder GWC1211 .
Viscous fan coupling TKC101 .
Stag Mk Il Rostyle wheel trim. . .

.. £250.00

.. £150.00
... £65.00
... £28.50

Late type rear centre bumper O.E. ........... £240.00
Rear quarter bumper 910158 O.E LH Only. . £96.00
Seat belts NON sensor wire type.. . . ....... £96.00 pair
Recon steering rack (exchange) . . ... £96.00
Front trunnion 142377/8 . . . . £48.00
Top ball joint GSJ131 ... £12.00
New Brake servo .. .. £125.00
Brake disc 209327. . ... £18.50
Recon (exchange) caliper type 16P/16PB . ... .. £62.50
Brake pads early/late type. . . . .

Hand Brake cable end fork . . . SESEa0
Gearbox'(exchange)’. . JEEEEEEGEG—_—_G—_E—.GE £500.00
Recon drive shaft assy (exchange) ... .. £250.00
Recon rear hub assy (exchange) .. £150.00

Diff mounting upper 134235 ... ...............
Diff mounting lower 134236. . .
HT lead set

SPITFIRE MK 1 & Il & Ill

Nearside/offside front wings.. . . . ... £120.00 each
Front wing ‘D’ plate 706311/2.. .. ....£24.00 each
Front outer wheel arch 903137/8 . .. ... £72.00

Front inner wheel arch 706548/9. .
Bonnet hinge tubes 811679/811680. . .

. £78.00
.. £62.50 each

Hinge tube pivot bracket ...£15.00
Side light mounting panel 907157/8 . . . ... £96.00
Door skins ... £98.00
Battery box 806707 . . . ...£36.00

.. £150.00
.. £420.00
... £65.00
.. £175.00
... £60.00
... £49.50

Rear valance lamp panel 569900 . . .
Boot lid 575787
Dash top cover 714482
Vinyl hood Mk I1l inc zip window . .
Chrome bonnet catch 607663
Rear lamp assembly 208532/217025 . .

Track rod ends. P 016 ()
Gearbox 3 Syncro (exchange) . £425.00
Fibreglass Gearbox Tunnel Cover. . £42.50
Recon Exchange Diff . £450.00




Recon Exchange Diff (NCW&P) . . .
Recon exchange brake caliper type 12. .
Recon exchange brake caliper type 14. .
Original head gasket GEG314
Distributor cap
Front valance support bracket 712567/8. .

SPITFIRE MK IV & 1

Front wings 909663/4 PAT ..................
Front wheel arch outer 909351/2 . .
Front wheel arch inner 909797/8.
Headlamp support panel assembly 818871/2
Front quarter valance 815391/2 .
Door skins
Sills non original. 903097/8 . .
Sills O.E. 903097/8
Sill reinforcement panel 806634/5. .
Inner sill 806638/9
Front sill end plate 706422/3
Half floor (deep pressing) 908900. .
‘A’ post lower filler panel 706288/9 . . .
Bonnet hinge pivot box RKC362/3. . .
Chassis front gusset 218526/7
Bonnet hinge tube L/H-R/H 911107/8 . . .
RearwingnonO.E...........
Rear wing front repair panel .
Rear wing rear repair panel
Rear lamp panel 716182
Rear valance 908970 . . ..
Boot floor
Boot lid 911327 . .
Rear inner wheel arch 725563/4 . . .
Rear outer wheel arch 909661/2. . .
Windscreen aperture drip channels . .
Hard top rear screen seal 911040. . ..
H/ top seal roof/ door glass 716183/4 .. 5
Door hinges 607824 Bo

. £550.00

Exterior door handle (black) YKC2837 LH only. . . £85.00
Window regulator 911271/2................. £120.00

Window regulator glazing channel . . .
Front outriggers 209398/9 .
Slsteel tread plate finishers .
Oil pump TKC 1974 (exchange) .

£32.50

Radiator support cradle TKC 1761. . .. £25.00
Qil filter GFE119/150. . . ... £5.00
Heater valve 724021 . .. .. £24.00
Front wheel bearing kit GHK1021 .. £16.50
Front wishbone bushes 119451 (setof 8). ... ...£15.00
Front shock absorber GSA364 . . ... £24.00
Front suspension vertical link . . . ...£150.00
Front suspension top ball joint GSJ155. . ... £9.00

Stub axle UKC697
Recon steering rack exchange . .
Track rod end GSJ158 . . .
Steering joint 142140/FAM1718 .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 .
Fibreglass Gearbox Tunnel Cover. .
Gearbox exchange
Recon exchange D Type O/D Mk IV . .
Recon exchange J Type O/D MK IV . .
Recon exchange J Type O/D 1500. . .
Recon Exchange Diff
Recon Exchange Diff (NCW&P) ... ..
Rear wheel bearing kit GHK1029 .............

T.D. FITCHETT Ltd Fitchett (Redland) In

Early/late rear drive shaft . ..
Recon exchange drive shaft assembly . .
Rear shock absorber GSA385 . .
Rear leaf spring 159640
Recon exchange brake caliper type 14. .
Brake disc 208715
Brake disc 208715 Drilled/Grooved . .
Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 14 . .
Handbrake front cable 121766
Handbrake cable end fork 104749 . .. . £3.00
Rear wheel brake cylinder -7 dia GWC1110 . .. . . £12.00

Rear brake lever 123135. . . £6.50
Brake shoe set GBS749 . . £12.00

£36.00
.. £59.00
.. £60.00
...£6.00
... £8.00
.. £60.00

Clutch slave cylinder GSY103.
New distributor 1500 (exchange) . .
Recon distributor 1500 (exchange). . .
Distributor cap Mk IV
HT lead set

Recon starter motor (exchange) . . .
Wiper motor (new) .. £45.00
Universal joint with grease nipple . . ...£9.50

Dash top cover 815281..................... £60.00
Seat cover set, brown houndstooth material. . . . £180.00
Gearbox tunnel retaining plate 608383 . . .£1.80
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 613666 . . . . £3.00
Inertia seat belts less warning light wire. . . . . £85.00 pair
Inertia seat belts less sensor OE . . . £95.00 pair
Inertia seat belts less warning light wire Red . £85.00 pair

Bonnet assembly Mk |1 908116 less tubes. . . . £1,500.00

Bonnet assembly Mk 111 913766. . .. £1,560.00
Front wings Mk 11 908113/4 ... £150.00
Front wings MK | 907154/5 ... £120.00
R/H front overrider Mk 1 710717 . . . .. £4250

.. £36.00
.. £36.00
.. £36.00

Boot floor carpet Mk I/11 810841
Main carpet early Mk Ill new tan 819813 . ..
Main carpet late Mk Ill new tan 822633 . .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719
Recon Steering Rack (exchange) . .
Seat belts
Manifold banjo bolt 145155
Fibreglass Gearbox Tunnel Cover.
Gearbox (exchange) . .......
Recon exchange D Type O/D .
Clutch kit
Front suspension vertical link . . .
Front shock absorbers
Track rod ends.
Rotoflex coupling 152273 . . .
Rotoflex bush kit inc tubes per side.
Brake shoe Mk I/I/1ll rotoflex GBS750 . .
Brake shoe non rotoflex GBS746
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416. . .
Delco distributor cap . . .
HT lead set

TRIUMPH 2000/2.5 PI/2500

. £480.00
. £125.00

Mk | front wing R/H only 570195/6 .
Mk | front panel (nose cone) 903258. .

Mk Il headlamp panel 575894/ZKC1972. .. £96.00
Mk Il bonnet 910507 . . . . £190.00
Mk Il rear lamp panel 910509 . . . .. £180.00

Mk Il boot reinforcement panel 910505 £60.00
Bonnet seal 613894 .. £12.50
Rear centre bumper (estate) plain 576530 . . . . . £150.00
Rear centre bumper (estate) for insert 917813. . £150.00
Rear quarter bumper (saloon) plain 910158 LH . . £96.00

Rear quarter bumper (estate) 923444 LH. ... ... £60.00
Rear bumper moulding (saloon) 824479. . . .. £36.00
Interior door knob 615888 ... £1.50

Dash veneer set 2000TC/2500TC - ZKC1552 . . . £65.00
Dash veneer set 2000TC/2500TC - 730397 ... . . . £65.00
Interior grab handle ZKC 701/711 ... .. £20.50
Boot carpet 728551 . .
Late Mk | 2000 steering wheel 307493

Recon manual steering rack (exchange). .. £96.00
Gearbox (exchange) ...................... £450.00
Mk Il front side/flasher lamp 216149/216150 . ... £42.00
HTleadset ........................... ... £12.50

Clutch kit
Recon (exchange) water pump GWP201 . .
Rear wheel bearing kit.
Rear shock absorber. . .
Recon exchange brake caliper . .
Brake shoes Mk | (axle set)
Brake shoes Mk Il (axle set) GBS803. . .
Rear wheel cylinder GWC1205
2.5PI Rostyle Wheel trims ..............

OLOMITE RANG

Toledo Static Seat Belts O.E . . .. £35.00 pair
Front underrider XKC 83/84 . £48.00 pair
Rear lamp assembly 1300 FW.D. 211874 . £37.50
Dolomite Rear lamp assembly R/H TKC938. . . .. £72.00
Head lamp assembly 1300/1500 Dolo (square) . £105.00

Headlamp bowl 1300/1500 Dolo (Square) . . . ... £28.50
Rear screen rubber 913937 ... £47.50
Recon windscreen wiper motor (exchange) . . . .. £45.00

Dolomite 1300/1500 new exchange distributor . . . £69.00
Dolomite 1300/1500 recon exch distributor. .. .. . £47.50
Dolomite Sprint recon exch distributor early/late £180.00
Set of HT leads 1300/1500 . .
Set of Sprint H.T. leads
Set of HT leads 18.50
Distributor cap 1300/1500 GDC136 . .
Qil filter 1300/1500 GFE119/150. . .
Sprint gearbox (exchange)
Sprint clutch kit
Gearbox exchange 1300/1500/18/50 . . . .
Gearbox exchange 18/50 3rail..............
C/V joint 1500 F.W.D. 518093/UKC 1160
Front subframe mounting cup washer 138626 . . . .
Recon steering rack (exchange).............. £96.00
Track rod end
Upper steering column joint 157659 . .
Lower steering column joint FAM1718 ..
Front/Rear shock absorber (Dolo). .
Toledo front shock/spring assembly
Anti-roll bar mount bracket 154868 .
Anti-roll bar mount bracket 153669 .
Dolo recon exchange caliper. . .

Brake pads Dolo/Toledo . .

Brake pads Sprint . .... ..

Dolo 1500/18-50 brake shoes GBS746. . .

Dolo 1500/18-50 wheel cylinder GWC1502 . . . . . £18.00
Sprint wheel cylinder GWC1121 .............. £18.00

Tank sender 1500HL/1850HL/Sprint 215652 . . . . £45.00

trial Estate, Station Hill, Oakengates, Telford, Shropshire TF2 9J

Telephone 01952 619585 / 620434

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 am till 4.00pm. No Saturdays at moment.

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT, Carriage extra.

Overseas orders outside of the EEC are not subject to VAT.

Please quote original part number if available. It will help us to help you.
Complete range of overdrives built by ex-Laycock engineer. POA
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Prices correct at time of going to press

At the time of going to press we can supply most gearboxes, steering

rack and diffs for every model of Triumph car, saloon or sports, from TR4

through to TR7, Herald through to Stag.
Front struts-Stag, 2000, TR7 - Drive shafts - TR6, Stag, 2000.
Manufacturers Part No. used for reference only

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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DAVE RUMENS

Turns per Mile

Happy New Year and | hope you all had a good  chassis construction has contributed to its
time over the seasonal break. long-term survival, the other factor is the at-
As we all know the superb looks of the Vitesse traction of the smooth six-cylinder engine in a
were styled by a talented stylist by the name of small sporty car. A very unique car in many

Giovanni Michelotti, Picture 1, which gives it that
cool look. Whether a Saloon or Convertible that
style just shouts 1960’s and what could be more a

Pic.3.

ways. Still, I don’t have to sell the virtues of the
Vitesse to the owners as they already know,
after all that's why they own one. It's the
Vitesse 60th this year so why not celebrate this
by bringing yours to the Inter-Club at

classic that a car built on a full chassis. Partly its Stafford on 19-20-21 August. Pictures 2 and

Pic.2.

3 are of the Vitesse 50th at
Stafford in 2012 where we
had wall to wall Vitesse
from the earliest to the
very latest restored.

| guess it's my anorak time
this month as the subject
of speedo’s fitted to the
home market Vitesse
came up the other day,
which | can understand, as
there have been three dif-
ferent types over its
eleven years of produc-
tion. To answer this ques-
tion it's best if | give the
history of the changes
over the models’ life. Dur-
ing the first year of pro-



You may, quite rightly, ask why, as the
Pic.4. oy Vitesse 6 has the same diff ratio (4.11) and
: 3.5-inch wheel rims as the Herald. How-
ever, there was a difference in the size tyres
used between the two models, The Herald
was fitted with 5.20x80x13, but the Vitesse
had the wider 5.60x80x13 which gave it a
slightly higher gearing. i.e., From 15.7 to
16.4 per 1000 RPM. The increase in gear-
ing means the speedo cable turns at a
sightly slower rate hence the lower turns
per mile used in the Vitesse 6. After com-
mission HB15000 the dash was changed to
the four-dial type, Picture 6, with a smaller
speedo which, as with the larger type, read
to 110 MPH and had 1184 turns per mile.

A

duction the Vitesse had what we now

call a single dial dash very similar to the
1200 Herald which was being produced
at the same time. However, there are a
couple of differences between the
types used in either car. The obvious
being that the 1200 Herald Speedo
reads to 95 MPH, whereas the Vitesse 6
reads to 110 MPH, Picture 4. Maybe not
an obvious difference between the two
is what is known as the turns per mile.
This is the number of turns of the
speedo drive cable it takes for the
speedo itself to read one mile. On

sons, but more to do with keeping up with
the market. This speedo continued until
production of the Vitesse 6 ended in Oc-
tober 1966 and the introduction of the 2

Litre model.

Vitesse Speedo’s this figure can be found just below
the trip counter on the right-hand side, Picture 5.
1200 Herald turns per mile are 1248, whereas the
Vitesse 6 is 1184.

This time the changes were for technical rea-
sons as the diff was changed to a 3,89 ratio
(to give 17.3 MPH per 1000 RPM) and an in-
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Pic.8.

crease in top speed. The size of the speedo
was the same, but it now read up to 120 MPH
and to match the higher gearing it had 1152
turns per mile, Picture 7. The rim size had in-
creased to 4.5-inches, but the tyre size was still
5.60x80x13 crossply or as it became with radi-
als 155x80x13. The Mk2 2 Litre was introduced
in October 1968 where the dash layout was
changed to bring it in line with the Herald
13/60, Picture 8, but as the gearing hadn't
changed the speedo remained the same, Pic-
ture 9.

If you do swap speedo’s around just make sure

the turns per mile car correct for the diff and size
of tyres otherwise it may not read correctly. Plus,
if you change the diff for a higher gear version you
will need a speedo with less turns per mile or get
it recalibrated. If you suspect your speedo is not
reading correctly then a GPS unit can be useful for
checking its accuracy.
Well after that | need a lay down because my
head hurts.
That's it for now, see you all next month.

Roll on spring & Keep Running On All Six

Dave




stais and their Gais Quiz

by Paul Girling

The following photos depict some of the rich and famous that have chosen to own or drive Triumphs -
can you name the stars? Cryptic clues are included just to make things a bit more confusing. Answers in
next month’s Courier.

2) Beatle maker

6) Mamma mia!

7) Manchester child 8) Street singer 10) Don’t drop the D)



Now that the long spell of dry
weather has ended - as usual,
with rain, of course! - I've had
a few queries over the last
months about non-effective
screen washers - either they
don’t pump, or they do eventu-
ally after ages of pumping. Not
very practical if you're trying to
negotiate your way through
traffic with one hand on the
wheel! Fitting an electric pump
is worthwhile, and it's some-
thing I've intended for a long
time, however the long-pur-
chased 12v pump is still sitting
on the shelf, probably because
when the washers work, they're
fine. Not brilliant, but ade-
quate, and | suppose keeping
them optimum is worth a bit of
time and effort.

I've seen quite a selection of
washer pumps fitted to Heralds
over the years (pic 1), and that's
when they actually were fitted.
Imagine driving a Herald with
none? Yet it was a factory op-
tion back in the early days, and
although a Herald without
screen washers can still be
driven on the roads today, if
they're fitted they must work.
There's nothing complicated to
them, they’re a simple system,
but inside that apparent sim-
plicity are basic principles that
must be addressed to get water
to move from the washer bottle
to the screen.

The pump itself is simply a rub-
ber bellows with two pipes (pic
20

Squirtable fun for everyone...

B
2). There's no in or out, they both suck in, and both blow out.
Consequently something is needed to give the water direction,
and this is usually a small non-return valve inside the water bottle
(pic 3). Pump the bellows, and on release water is sucked in.
Pump again and without a valve, it will take the path of least re-
sistance back to the water bottle. The valve means that water is
forced out of the other side of the system up to the screen and
with a fully loaded system each pump directs a bellows-load of

water onto the glass. Some of the pump units in my photo are
larger than standard, and they do deliver quite a jet. Make sure
your valve is working - try testing a clean, dry valve. You should
be able to suck through it but not blow. Some stick through time,



or disuse, and they're very
easy to replace - many cars
of the period have them,
they cost about £3, and
your local aquarium shop
probably has a drawerful
too. Incidentally if you're in
your local Aquarium shop,
look for silicone hose; it's
more flexible and less
prone to deterioration than
the plastic original.

The other common prob-
lem is that once you've got
a good strong flow to the
screen, it  disappears
overnight and you're back

to the endless pumping before water appears again. This is
often found on restored vehicles where the jet assembly has
been dismantled in order to be fed into place on the bulk-
head from underneath. What many owners don't realise is
that, in order to prevent drain-back to the pump, Triumph in-

Pic 4.

L

stalled a non-return valve in the shape of a small glass bead
inside the jet (pic 4). This is small enough to drop down inside
the brass washer tube and when the pumping stops, the re-
verse water flow forces it against the base of the jet, thereby

blocking the water. When the pump
is next used, the force of water
pushes it up the tube to the wider
jet assembly, where water can by-
pass it to the screen. Stop pump-
ing, it drops back again and holds
the water at the top of the tubing.
Simple, and very clever... unless of
course you've lost yours. |'ve re-
cently killed my digital calipers so
can't confirm the size required, but
even a ball bearing dropped into
the tube should suffice. You can
also fit a small inline non-return
valve into the tubing (pic 5) but re-
member the closer to the jet the
less time will be wasted in pumping
with no visible results, so ideally
buy two and fit one just under each
jet. When the system works it is
quite good; admittedly not the
heavy flow of an electric pump, but
my current Herald actually shoots
clean over the screen and washes
the boot lid. Some slight adjust-
ment required...

Herald spotting time, now. | was
sorting through old e-mails and
came across a photo of an interest-
ing item sent to me by Stuart Rose
some time ago; Stuart owns
LAR656H, a 1200 Herald which I've
featured here before now, and this
is a sugar cube packet featuring a
Triumph Herald and the legend:

Blake et Mortimer (pic 6).
I've discovered that Blake and Mor-

timer were a Scots / Welsh duo in a
series of books by Belgian author
Edgar P Jacobs; introduced in 1947
they alternated between science

fiction, detective and espionage
21



' LN INSTANT APRES MORTIMER
o AU voanr oe sa TRIUMPH.
L PLONGE OANS LE TRAFIC

S

episodes, with Mortimer as the inquisitive scientist  if they were especially popular in Belgium, but
and Blake the no-nonsense soldier who comes to  when you think of the myriads of cars on the
his rescue. In
one  episode,
‘The Time Trap'
set in 1962,
Mortimer drives
an orange Her-
ald saloon from
Paris to La
Roche-Guyon
(pic 7); an inter-
esting colour of
Herald, orange
with light tan in-
terior, complete
with twin front
spotlights, rear
fog lamp and
the registration
number HOI 75,
which rather
strangely dates
it to Belfast in
around 1975...
A number of ve-
hicles featured throughout the life of the books, in-  roads at that time it's definitely something to
cluding a yellow TR2, and most are currently have been singled out as the transport of
available as scale models. This one is by Hachette, choice in two very popular cartoon series.

number 45 in their series (pic 8). As with the Herald  If you know of any others, as always: let
that appeared in the Tintin books, it's nice to see  us know! .
our cars being featured in such a way. | don't know Co{m
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Established over 30 years ago, the David Manners Group prides itself on
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team, we go the extra mile to help keep your classic on the road.

@PMM?EWW clagsic on The poad
ﬂg\' e .A . _'ﬂ = [ i

We are delighted to offer your owners club an exclusive discount
‘ and benefits. To find out more speak to our sales team today.

CATALOGUE & PARTS GUIDE DOWNLOADS

Please visit our website under downloads for the parts guide or catalogue for:
JAGUAR & DAIMLER | MG & TRIUMPH | MORRIS MINOR | MX-5

0121 544 4444

ENQUIRIES@DAVIDMANNERS.CO.UK
991 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY, B69 4R]

WWW.DAVIDMANNERS.CO.UK

PARTS FOR JAGUAR & DAIMLER | MG & TRIUMPH | MORRIS MINOR | MX-5




Happy New Year to you all, |
hope you’'ve all had an enjoy-
able festive period.

Due to working on others peo-
ple’s cars, progress on my Her-
ald has pretty much stopped.
The only thing I haven't told you
about which | have worked on is
the D-Type overdrive.

My overdrive worked fine be-
fore the car was taken off the
road, but | took the opportunity
to do a little basic maintenance
on it anyway whilst it was out of
the car. So | sent the cone clutch

OD you must line up the planetary gears using the marks
(Pic 02), so that all 3 dots are lined up together when in-
serted into the annulus, once this was done the two main
components were ready to be put back together (Pic
03). A quick check of the solenoid plunger alignment
next, this can be done using a 1/8” drill bit. The easiest
way of operating the solenoid is to attach a battery
charger, the live clip to the wire on the solenoid and the

1.
to OD Spares in Rugby to be re-
lined even though it didn't look
too bad, changed the O-Rings
on the two pistons & relief valve
(Pic 01) and fitted new bearings.

When reassembling the D-Type
24

earth clip to anywhere on the body of the OD, with the plunger
pulled across you should be able to drop the drill bit through the
hole to the corresponding hole underneath (Pic 04). It is all back



together now and ready to be
mated to the gearbox.

For the main event this month, |
am pleased to bring you the next
part of Robin Moore’s story, so
here goes.

Triumph Hescort (Part 3)

Welcome to the third installment
of the Hescort, stripping the Escort
| removed the electric window

mechanism with the idea of selling *

them to make some money out of
the donor car, but an idea entered
my head, how easy would it be to
fit them inside the herald door
frame, | offered up the mechanism
and it looked like it was possible

(Pic 5). I'd managed to source a couple of replace-
ment door skins although the lower inners still re-

quired a repair so access was easy to mock it up so
tacked a couple of brackets in place and it worked,

| then took an Escort door latch and that
looked like it was made to fit the Herald also...
.just, so made a reinforcement plate to go in-
side the door (Pic 6 & 7). Fitting the door skin
was new to me but decided to add structural
sealant between the two, tack weld the two to-
gether in the four corners and then apply an-
other bead of sealant and fold over the hem
flange with two hammers, it worked well and |
was pleased with the result.

The bonnet | had was a bit rough in places
and looked like a weld-a-thon and would prob-
ably rust quickly again, | find with eBay if you're
not in a hurry what you want will turn up even-
tually and it did, a complete bonnet with new
wheel arches new side wings and front panel,
problem was it was 120 miles away.
We had a Toyota Lucida at the time
and | measured the bonnet and it
would fit just, they are a bit Tardis like
lol, think | paid 100 quid for the
whole bonnet. Got it home and in-
spected my purchase it had been
poorly put together and the top
panel was rotten at the front while
the top panel on mine was the best
bit on it, so and afternoon drilling
out welds and an angle grinder | had
a kit of parts, the reproduction pan-
els were very thin and proved trou-
blesome to weld together and keep
from distorting but | finally got the
bonnet together.

You'll recall | had put new floor panels onto
the bulkhead, | positioned the engine and
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gearbox into the chassis roughly where they would
need to go and went to fit the bulkhead, it didn’t
clear the engine or the gearbox, the thermostat
housing on the Zetec engine clashed with the

heater inlet and | had to completely remove this
area (Pic 8), later | found they have the same issue
when fitting the engine to an early Escort so have
developed a kit to move the thermostat, oh well
you live and learn.

The new floors have a horizontal flange which
would normally sit on the chassis main rails but |
had to bend that vertical, | then decided | need to
make a transmission tunnel so fabricated a steel
cover which | welded to the bulkhead and floors
panels, | also added fixing points between the
steel transmission tunnel and the chassis fore and
aft of the gearbox and jointed these with 1" box

—

so basically creating a bridge over the gearbox
(Pics 8 & 9).
Brake pedals and steering column (Pic 10 & 11)

were taken from the donor vehicle, | used the
26

steering column because | was going to use the
Escort wiring harness, | added a beam across
the bulkhead behind the dash to mount the




steering column. Found again the Escort was a
perfect fit in the Herald so removed the clutch
pedal and added a reinforcement plate to
mount the pedal box. | wanted servo brakes, so
again the Escort 4 line master cylinder with servo
was used (Pic 12), in typical Ford style the servo
was mounted on the LHS with a leaver transfer-
ring movement from the pedals on the RHS, so
| adapted this and turned the servo and master
cylinder 180 degrees so it was pointing back-
wards, | also fitted the rear brake force reducers
so | wouldn't
get back wheel
lock-up under
heavy braking.
There was no
way | was going
to have a car
with no heating
and | knew the
wife would def-
initely not toler-
ate it. | was
going to uprate
the fan and found a polo fan
looked like the ticket, the
only issue was working out
the fan speed regulator so
I've got 2 two speed fan
using the original Herald
light switch because the
lights are now on the binna-
cle stalk, | fitted the heater
where the battery would
have been (Pic 13), the bat-
tery is in the boot.
Fabricated a baffle be-
tween the heater inlet and
the hole in the bulkhead for
fresh air inlet, the baffle that would normal direct
warm air either side to the foot wells was now on

the passenger’s side to | sealed up the two vets
either side and welded a tube to allow the hot
air to be ducted to a new foot well distributer on
top of the transmission tunnel. Finally, the heater
matrix was repaired because the bottom had
burst away, probably been frozen and | soldered
a brass hose end onto the inlet which normally
replaces the IMO hopeless valve which leaks,
corrodes and sticks, | replaced this with a inline
heater valve from car builder solutions. | can re-
port the heater is now quite effective having
used the car with the roof down in temperatures
below 5 degrees.

What next perhaps engine mounts, exhaust
and interior trim?

As mentioned at the start, doing work for other
people has stopped put the brakes on my Herald
restoration. The last job to pass through was a
very solid and honest 2.5Pi from fellow Devon
member Dan Chudleigh. This was a complete re-
spray due to widespread micro blisters, small rust
scabs and some fire damage (Pic 14). It didn't

come out too bad (Pic 15 & 16). A Spitfire need-
ing new NS Outer Sill, Strengthener & Inner Sill
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is currently in the workshop, another Spitfire with  plete respray are next up.

rear end damage and a Stag needing a com-  See you next month.
Darren
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_ Locking Petrol Caps
C Herald & Vitesse

This item has been requested from members for quite
a while now and TEX have come up with a nice
solution to stop your car being vandalised for petrol.

COMES COMPLETE WITH INSTRUCTIONS
AND FIXINGS

BLACK LOCKING FUEL CAP
£25.00 P&P 1.kg
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Long term readers will know |
have written many words on
the Marlin kit car over my
years contributing to this au-
gust journal. The Marlin is a
well respected model, with
many hundreds of built cars
since the marque was first
launched by Paul Moorhouse in

1979, and many of those are still
on the road today. | have always
included the Marlin as a mem-
ber of the TSSC family; when
they were first introduced they
made use of Herald front and
rear suspension and most were
fitted with Triumph engines.
They did not, though, make use
of the Herald chassis; the kit
came with its own chassis, a well
designed affair, where the wind-
screen surround was attached
directly to it, so it acted as a
roll bar.

The style of the Marlin body
was also appealing, not a
replica of any particular car, but
many of the cognoscenti con-
sider its shape is inspired by the
Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 of the
Thirties; you can use Google to
find images. For reference I've
included a picture of a Marlin

here, Q858CGY, which belongs f\;

to that guru of all things Tri-
umph Marlin (yes, he knows
even more about them than |
do!) Ben Caswell.

Despite this intro so far, my
piece this month is not about
Marlins... oris it? My inspiration
has come from a car that was

(0858 CGYJ CGY

Ben Caswell's Ma_rli'n___:f

WHO364H. The catalogue title for this car was, “1970 Triumph
Kit Car”, and here is the full catalogue description:
"The Roadster as you see here has been finished in the style of a

Riley / Vincent MPH and was based around Triumph Herald range

up for auction in May 2021, components (e.g., Spitfire, Herald, Vitesse, GTé).
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The two seat body is built of

aluminium and fibreglass
and has a radiator grille
slightly similar to pre-war
Alfa Romeo sports cars.
Fitted with the two-litre in-
line-six from a late Triumph

Vitesse, a top speed of =

177  km/h (110 mph)
was achievable.

THE HISTORY

This particular car was built
in the 80s and painted and
then sat in the corner of a
workshop for a number of
years. The current owner
was looking for a project so
he bought it and recommis-
sioned it. It is one of a num-
ber of projects and now it is
again ready to hit the road.
THE PAPERWORK

There is a V5 present, a workshop
manual and some information on the
model. There is no other paperwork

present.
THE INTERIOR

The interior is sparse as to be ex-
pected with a kit car of this type, but
functional. The gearbox bell housing

sits down to your left and is partially exposed and the ped-
als are fairly close together, so it takes a little bit of getting
used to. There is a lovely wooden steering wheel, chequer
plate dash and a double bench seat to sit on.

THE EXTERIOR

The exterior of the vehicle is clean and tidy, the wire wheels
really set the car off and the tyres have lots of tread. The

paintwork was com-
pleted some time
ago and, although it
hasn’t seen much ac-
tion out in the ele-
ments since, there is
some pitting from it
being stored and
aged. No damage
to speak of though.
The chromework is
in decent condition
and overall the car
looks the part. A
black vinyl tonneau
cover also accompa-
nies the car.

THE MECHANICS
Mechanically the car
is sound; it starts
well and sounds
throaty and raspy.
The car goes through the gears without issue. The brakes
were replaced as part of the recommission and it starts,
stops and runs well.
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The 2 litre Triumph Vitesse engine is more than mighty name, this just could be a sweet
enough to make this a small, nimble fun car. The fact the little purchase.”
car is mechanically based on the Triumph range also means  You see that in this description there

Y

that spares are still available from a number of enthusiast is no mention of Marlin, and we can
outlets. see that WHO364H looks different
THE APPEAL

The Triumph kit car
is one of those cars
made in the days
when Britain still had
an imagination. It's
designed to be built
on the Triumph range
chassis and won't set
the world alight but
it's pretty nippy, due
to its power to
weight ratio.

It's fun, it's quirky
and most road users
today will never have
heard of it. If you like
to be that little bit
different and fun is
higher on your list
than a big brand
32
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from most other Marlins, so why have
| connected it with Marlin? Well, in
short, though | can't be certain, my
guess is that it is built from a Marlin
kit, on a Marlin chassis.

A bit of further Googling led me to
the web site of a different auction
house where WHO364H was up for
sale in October 2020. The catalogue
description here is much shorter, “Be-
lieved to be a very early Marlin Road-
ster based on Triumph Vitesse
running gear. Last taxed in 1989 and
has been in a dry workshop for over
30 years. It has recently been recom-
missioned, with new brake master
cylinder, brake calipers and clutch
cylinders. Tax and MOT exempt.
The vendor tells us this is a well built
car, with wire wheels and is fun to
drive. Sounds great and parts are
readily available.

Auctioneer’s notes: For a modest
outlay the lucky buyer of this ma-
chine is getting a huge grin factor.
That straight six Triumph engine pro-
duces 95bhp, it weighs very little, |
bet she flies.”

There is a short video of the car as

part of the on-line catalogue,
https://youtu.be/NCPjRoiDPOY

There is no indication that the car sold in the 2020 auction,
but the web site for the 2021 auction suggests it did sell,
for £8,500. As | write the DVLA and DVSA has it as a green
1970 Triumph Vitesse that is taxed until June 2022. It does
not have a current MOT, and has no electronic MOT history
at all.

| would love to know more about this car, when and who
built it, what chassis it is built on. My guess is that it started
as a Marlin kit and someone has made modifications to the
body to make it look less like an Alfa Romeo and more like
a Riley MPH. If you don't know the Riley MPH, I've included
a photo of OW1925, registered in 1935, photo credit to
ltzaFineDay. Shown previously on page 30.

I should just explain the reference “the style of a Riley /
Vincent MPH" in the long catalogue description above.
The Vincent MPH is a kit car that looks quite like a Riley
MPH; it was first produced by the same guys responsible
for the Spitfire-based Vincent Hurricane. The Vincent MPH
is still being marketed today, under the name of Dwornik
MPH (Google it for more info). | have featured the Vin-
cent/Dwornik MPH in the past, they have varying amounts
of Triumph content.

As WHO364H car is taxed, hopefully the current owner
plans to drive it, so we can all look out for it. If anyone sees
it a show, give the owner my contact details.

TY-Q\/O Y
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STAG

- Ben Carney ben.carney@btinternet.com

Front Brake Replacement -

When it pays to complete the whole job first time around!

This month | would like to recall
my near nightmare experience of
attempting to renovate the brak-
ing system on my 1973 Mk2 Stag
in the autumn of 2007.

In the summer of 2007, [ finally ful-
filled my dream of owning a Stag.
I had spent twenty years enviously
watching a neighbour drive around
every summer in his bright red
Mk2, now | had my own, my very
own Stag. Ok, it was not the con-
cours quality of my neighbour’s
Stag, but it had an MOT, was
taxed, and went like a rocket. In
fact, it was so fast it was very, very
dangerous! There was in fact, a
judder in the front suspension
when | braked at around 70 miles
per hour. | consulted the local Tri-
umph specialists and had the sus-
pension and braking systems
tested, there were no obvious
problems discovered. The suspen-
sion was found to be completely
sound, and the braking system dis-
played no signs of malfunction,
however, it was suggested that the
braking system would perhaps
benefit from a new
set of discs and
also pads.

| began talking to
the members of the
various Triumph
clubs associated with
the Stag and read
several articles about
what the options for were upgrad-
ing a Stag’s braking system. One
suggestion was the use of a BMW

servo that would provide better braking for less effort on the
brake pedal. Another suggestion was that | replaced the stan-
dard discs with vented discs and enhanced pads. (Pic 1) This
seemed to be a task within my capabilities.

When | had bought the Stag, it came with many boxes full of
new and used spares. I'd glanced in a few but had been more
inclined to drive the car instead of looking at exactly what
spares | had been given. So, | was delighted when on a wet
evening with nothing better to do, | discovered a full front brak-
ing kit neatly packed in the bottom of a spares box. This con-
sisted of new standard discs, new standard pads, new
flexi-hoses, and recon-callipers, plus all the additional pins and
extras including hub oil seals. The previous owner had spent
quite a lot of money at a local Triumph specialist. So, | had no
excuse for not undertaking the renovation. However, | wanted
enhanced braking, this kit was the standard components! What
should | do?

Well, time was an important factor as | was in the process of
replacing the garage, so all my numerous Triumphs had to fight
for space on the new garage base. (Pic 2)



The evenings were getting darker so the job
would have to be done during the daylight
hours, when it was warm! The decision process
was simple, in fact a bit of a cop out. | referred
to the Triumph Repair Operation Manual and de-
cided | would only replace the discs and pads.
From previous experience it was a straightfor-
ward job if the hubs could be withdrawn without
too much trouble. | parked the car on the new

garage base (Pic 3) and loosened the front wheel
nuts. | assembled the required tools and then
jacked up the front end of the car and placed the
axle stands appropriately and made sure the car

was stable and secure. | then referred again to
the Triumph Repair Operation Manual. | followed
the steps to the letter. | removed the road wheels
and inspected the brake assembilies; | discovered
a month’s worth of surface rust. (Pic 4) Then, start-
ing on the near side, | removed the calliper from
the vertical link by removing the two bolts (ex-
ample in Pic 5) and securely suspended it from
the suspension, ensuring that the flexi-hose was
not strained. | then prised off the hubcap and re-
moved the cotter pin, followed by the nut and
washer. The near side hub was easily withdrawn

with the stub-axle. | repeated the process on the
offside and found a bit more effort was required
with that hub. Soon both hubs (appropriately la-
belled) were sitting on the bench in my shed!
Each hub in turn was placed in the vice and the
four bolts and spring washes removed, and the
discs came free.

I had been told by a local Stag specialist that be-
fore fitting a new disc | had to ensure that both
surfaces were immaculately clean, so | ensured
this was achieved before aligning the dished side
of the disc to the hub and fitted and tightened
the bolts and spring washers to a torque of 34
Ibf. The manual insisted on the fitting of new hub
oil seals, so | conformed to this request. | found
myself referring to the hub removal and replace-
ment section of the manual at this point to en-
sure | did not damage the seals and bearings.

With the appropriate steps undertaken and
grease applied, | replaced the nearside hub back
onto the stub-axle and gently tightened the nut
until the hub end-float was eliminated and the
nut tightened to a torque of 5 Ibf. This was fol-
lowed by checking the disc run out using a dial
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gauge | had borrowed. This was within limits (not
exceeding 0.006 in). | then as directed slackened
the nut to take the cotter pin,
which | subsequently secured.
More grease was then applied
before the hubcap was refitted
and the process repeated on the
offside of the car. With the hubs
and new discs back on the car, |
set about refitting the callipers to
the vertical links, before fitting
new pads, (example in Pic 6) re-
placing the road wheels and re-
turning the car to the ground.
The road test was a success with
gentle braking showing that the
process had worked. | indulged
in very gentle braking at seventy
over the next couple of days
without any judder to be found.
Job well done.

The car was used for the next month with gentle
braking being applied and the pads bedding in
very well. However, on a long run into the
Cheshire countryside and some heavier braking
| was aware of a slight pull to the right. | turn
around and began the 50 miles back home.
Three hours later | arrived home on the back of
an AA truck! The right front calliper completely
locked up. The next morning with the car jacked
up; the investigation began. The advice from the
phone calls made the previous evening sug-
gested the calliper needed to be replaced, but
on inspection the wheel now moved freely. How-
ever, pumping the brake caused the binding to
reoccur. The recon-callipers that sat in the garage
were summoned and old callipers removed.
Again, the workshop manual was consulted. On
removal of the offending calliper, no problems
were encountered. The pistons moved freely. So,
what had caused the lockup? Again, phone calls
to Stag specialists provided suggestions. Then
that eureka moment! Memories of rebuilding a
Spitfire in the early 1980's provided the answer.
Debris in an old flexi-hose had caused the Spit-
fire calliper to lockup, but when released, the cal-
liper was shown to be in working order. | checked
and double-checked the Stag’s flexi-hoses. They
were old but had passed the MOT easily (Pic 7).
Well, I had a new set of hoses in the spares box.
| made a few more phone calls, the challenge
was now on! Ensuring the hose clamp was secure
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| cut the old flexi-hose and poured the residual
brake fluid from the hose into a glass jar. It

was as expected very dirty, cloudy and on in-
spection by touch found to be full of debris. The
brake fluid must have been very old and effec-
tively useless.
The rest of the afternoon was spend fitting the
recon-callipers and new flexi-hoses to the car
and a new set of rear wheel cylinders, rear flexi-
hoses and rear brake shoes found in another
previously unopened spare box, along with yet
another set of front disc pads, just as a precau-
tion. A couple of friends arrived and were re-
cruited to help bleed the entire braking system.
The road test proved a great success and a
greatly improved ability to stop the car ensued.
My laziness of not undertaking the entire job
had backfired and almost been a nightmare. |
was grateful to the local Triumph specialists and
club friends for the phone call advice and to the
previous owner for providing the boxes of plen-
tiful spares. Anyway, my new braking system, al-
though standard, was working very well and
improved the enjoyment of the car. My descrip-
tions above are of my experiences and not in-
tended as a guide to undertake the replacement
of the braking system. Please refer to the Tri-
umph Repair Operation Manual for the method
prescribed by Triumph for undertaking such
work or consult a Triumph specialist.
Keep those V8's purring!
Take care,

Ben
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Headrest Foam Replacement

I'll start off by wishing a Happy New Year to
all you GTéers out there. Hoping that this
year gets pretty much back to normal and we
can start enjoying our cars fully again.
Headrest foams

I'm sure many of you have headrests in the later
GTé6 MK3s that look OK but have padding in-
side that has disintegrated and turned to mush.
Although my car is an earlier Rotoflex MK3 with
the plastic basket weave seats | did modify it
many years ago by fitting the early covers to the
later seat frames with headrests so | have head-
rests in my GT6, the chrome bezels to make a
neat job of the hole required in the top of the
seat are readily available from Triumph and MG
suppliers or direct from Bresco.

My headrests looked OK but the padding was
pretty much gone.

Headrests fitted to GT6 MK3 early seats
using the later frames.

The good news is that it's a pretty easy job to
replace the foams fairly cheaply. Park Lane Clas-
sics sell a foam kit or a kit with the foams already
fitted to new headrest covers. | opted for a set
with the covers and it was a pretty easy job.
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Headrest Bezel manufactured by Bresco

Start by removing the headrest from the car,
usually a very sharp tug upwards overrides the
clip that holds them in place. Once you have the
headrest out you will be able to see two screws
that hold a trim plate on the underside of the
headrest.

.i‘l:'.
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Undo the two screws , which are actually small

Underside of the headrest with fixi

Removing the trim plate



wood screws and remove the trim plate.

Headrest cover held on with staples. Removing the cover and old foam
Once the cover is off, a metal frame with a
wooden insert and the headrest post will be
free.

Once the trim plate is off you will see that the
headrest cover is held in place by 4 staples.
Carefully prise out the 4 staples with a small screw-

driver. :% alml-ﬁ.
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headrest post and frame assembly

Clean out all the old foam.

Removing the staples from the front half

Peel back the front half of the cover that was held
by the staples to remove some hidden staples
from the back half and remove them as well.

Peel back the cover to access staples.

Next, peel back and carefully remove the cover
and old foam.

cleaning out the old foam.

Now it's time to fit the new covers and foams.
If you have bought foams on their own, re-
move the old foams from you covers, clean out
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and insert the new foams in your old covers,
unless you've bought the ready assembled kit
like I did.

The front half stapled into place.
Then refit the trim plate with the two woodscrews

-

Foam and headrest kit.

Next, insert your frame assembly into the
foam/cover, note that the foams are marked
with the front to ensure you get them the right
way around.

Trim Plate screwed back into place.

Then refit the headrest into the car, Job done.
Note my headrests are also fitted with some af-
termarket aluminium billet seatbelt guides which
make a tidy job if you have inertia seat belts.

e

cover assembly.

Next, stretch the back half over the bottom of

the frame and staple into place, you will need
a staple gun to do this, the staples push into
the wooden insert in the frame.

Stretch the hack half into place
and staple

Then stretch the front half into place and
staple into final position
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Breakdown on the A23
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Mike's GT6

Mike Ednonson sent me the story below of a re-
cent breakdown he had on the A23 in his GTé.

Returning home along A23 heading north, |
reached Hooley in my GTé when there was a
bang and the accelerator pedal hit the floor, no
power. | coasted to a bus layby which fortunately
was within reach thanking my lucky stars this had-
n’t happened 5 minutes earlier on M23, now a
“smart motorway”.

| telephoned Classicline Insurance who took de-
tails and said someone would be with me within
the hour. A telephone call 20 minute later advised
that Rescue 247 would be sending two recovery
vehicles, one for the GTé and the other to take
my wife and myself home.
Rescue 247 arrived 40 minute from the first call.
With their lights flashing they executed three
point turns on the A23 and parked fore and aft
of the GTé protruding into the traffic to offer pro-
tection. The mechanic from the first vehicle bent
into the footwell, emerged and went to his vehi-
cle and returned with electrical tape.

My response was “are you going to repair it?”
The answer was “yep”.
The problem was that the throttle cable had pen-
etrated the bulkhead. The tape wrapped around
the cable prevented it from passing through the
bulkhead. This allowed the throttle cable to op-
erate again.
The advice from the mechanic was to remove the
tape and replace it with a washer large enough
not to pass through the bulkhead but with a hole
large enough for the inner cable to pass through.
To allow this to happen the advice was to hold the
carbs in a fully open position to allow the inner

cable to be disengaged from the pedal. Once
the washer had been fitted, the end of the
cable could be fished onto the pedal from the
engine compartment. The carbs could then be
released and we were in business again.

| made the repair the next day which took 10
minutes.

Repaired with a large washer.

A big thank you to Classicline Insurance and
to the guys from Rescue 247, a first class ser-
vice in anyone’s book.

| had a similar issue on my GTé about 25 years
ago and used a similar solution to repair it!

GTés out and about

GT6 Meeting near the Niirburgring
Ralf Wommer sent me through some pictures
from a European GTé Driver Day at the Nirbur-
gring that took place in Germany last year. Here
follows a selection of pictures from the event.

"
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From the International GTBeeting near
the Niirburgring in 2021.
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NEC Classic Car Show

I went along to the NEC Classic Car Show back
in November, there were only 3 GTés there,

2 MK2s and a GT6MK2 based Vincent Hurricane
there.

The first GT6 MK2 | came across at the show was
in the Silverstone Auctions, apparently the
restoration on it has cost £97,000! I'm assuming
that the seller must have had everything done by
the trade and didn't do any work himself and
went to expensive garages! The auction took
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GT6 MK2 beiny sold through Silverstone
Auctions at the NEC.

place the day after | attended the show and ap-
parently it went for £36,000 and with the auc-
tioneers fees it cost the buyer over £40,000, it
wasn't even an original concours example but it
was a very nice example.

This is the highest price | have seen a GT6 sell
for, the prices at the NEC show of cars for sale
in general are usually well over the market rate
but this was exceptionally high.

The other GT6 MK2 was on the Club Triumph
stand owned by Matt Spilsbury from Lin-
colnshire. Matt has recently completed a respray,
done at home by himself and he really has done
a nice job.



Matt Spilshury’s recently
resprayed MK2
The GT6 MK2 Vincent Hurricane was also on the
Club Triumph stand, owned by Kevin Hagger
from Essex. I've known Kevin since the mid 80s

when | used to be in the TSSC Essex area. Kevin
has been building the Hurricane for 10 years and
the NEC show was it's first outing. It really has
been a no expense spared build of excellent
quality. The Vincent body shell on Kevin's car was

the last ever produced by the Vincent brothers
before they stopped making them and sold off
the moulds.

At the moment it's running on Strombergs but
Kevin has a Lucas Pl injection system modified to
suit a 2L that he will be fitting shortly. Kevin has
made up a rather nice Hurricane 6 Pl badge in
readiness for the change!

From the Archives

Taken on the Niirburgring from my GT6.

Ralf's pictures made me dig out a view from the
cockpit of my GTé at the Nirburgring back in

1994, Andy
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JOHN LAY & JESS SMALE
international-liaison@tssc.org.uk

The Importance of a TSSC Valuation

We are delighted to be start- was a farm collective in the North of Israel near the port town of
ing the new year with some Haifa, amongst a fine collection of classic fire-engines and period
great reports from two of our  farm equipment.”

International members, in-
cluding one from a country
that we believe has never fea-
tured in The Courier before.
We also have some Country
Contact changes to tell you
all about.

You may remember that we in-
cluded a picture of Michael
Kaye's Vitesse in the Novem-
ber 2021 International Liaison
report, as it set off on its jour-
ney to Israel? Well, we are now
delighted to tell you that '

Michael has agreed to be the  “About 30 Triumphs were driven from all over Israel to gather
TSSC's Country Contact for Is-  for this milestone event. We believe there are about 70 to 80 Tri-
rael - you will find his details in  umphs in the whole of Israel, so more than 40% of all the cars in
the International Contacts Di- the country were on show.”

rectory of the Courier from this
month. In this role, he will be
sending us occasional reports,
and will do his best to offer ad-
vice to any of our members
looking to visit or move to Is-
rael.

This is Michael’s first report:
“Shalom from lIsrael, my name
is Michael and I have loved Tri-
umphs ever since | bought a * : : =
Wedgewood Blue Herald for  “The majority of Israeli Triumphs appear to be Spitfires of all
£275in 1988. Thirty plus years models, but there are at least 10 Heralds, some 1300’s, TR3's, 4's,
later I'm living in Israel and 5's, 250', 6's, 7's, 8's and a Stag. We just found out that there is
John and Jess asked me to a single Vitesse, the owner of which has just joined our group,
write about the Triumph scene  but | haven’t seen any photos of his car yet. No GTé’s, but a lot
here. Well coincidentally, the of pining for one on our WhatsApp thread.”
first ever meeting of Triumph  “Many of our cars are undergoing restoration in workshops
car owners in Israel took place around Israel and the fascination with classic cars (of all makes)
on 5th November. The venue appears to be growing, with additional classic cars being im-
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ported into Israel every ‘month. As you can

imagine the conversations at this gathering
were much like other Triumph meetings all over
the world, with owners sharing tips about re-

pairs, parts, and breakdown stories.”

“| asked one of those that attended why he likes
Triumphs so much. He answered that he previ-
ously owned classic American cars but preferred
how simple Triumphs were to repair and yet how
complicated they are to drive.
three Triumphs.”

He now owns

“On a personal note, as | write, my own Triumph

(a Mark 1 Vitesse) is tied down inside a container
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on board the MSC Lausanne and steaming to-
wards Israel. | hope to get it through customs
and accreditation and onto my drive by the end
of November. My anticipation and excitement is
quite palpable.”




A huge thank you to Michael, both for this re-
port and for agreeing to be the Club’s first ever
Country Contact for Israel.

As we were going to press, we received the
good news that the Vitesse has now arrived in
Israel, so we will bring you a brief update on its
arrival and first MOT next month.

An eagle eyed reader may also spot that one
Country has been lost from our list of Contacts
this month! Jeroen Noordman, from the
Netherlands, has decided that it no longer feels
appropriate for him to continue to hold the role.
Jeroen’s love of classic cars continues, but his
focus has increasingly shifted towards Italian and
French classic cars. He still has Heralds, a
Vitesse Estate and a Spitfire 1500, but has sold
some of his Triumphs, including the Spitfire mk1,
the 2 GTé's and the Bonds.

We would like to thank Jeroen for his help over
the last two years and will throw out an appeal
to our other members in The Netherlands - if
you would consider taking on the role of Coun-
try Contact, we would love to hear from you!
Pleasen just drop us an email at tssc.interna-
tional@gmail.com or contact us using the other




contact details you'll find on the TSSC Officers
page each month and we can talk about what's
involved. Thank you!

We conclude this month with a report about an-
other globe trotting Vitesse, sent to us by Brian
Wesby in Spain. Brian joined the TSSC last year
and first contacted us to say how useful he found
the TSSC Forum and The Courier and to tell us a
little about the 1968 Mk 1 Vitesse convertible he
is working on in the Costa Blanca. He and a
friend had decided that they needed a project
and - after some
thought - had set-
tled on his daugh-
ter Cari's Vitesse,
which had been in
storage in the UK,
unused, for several
years.

It's safe to say that
Brian and the
Vitesse "have his-
tory”, so  we
thought that this
sounded a promis-
ing tale and asked
him to tell us
more. This is his report:

“This car, over the years, has given me many
headaches and consumed chunks of my bank ac-
count and it’s not even mine!”

“Having been supplied with a car or two by my-
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self and grand-parents, my daughter was eager
to show some independence, and so it was
bought and registered by her, as the 8th owner,

on 13th March
1995. | should
have  accompa-

nied her but, at
the last moment,
was unable. Sadly
she was not aware
of what to check
and having driven
it back to Suffolk
from the west
country with a
completely rotten
chassis and many
other problems,
we had to take it
.| off the road.”

| "Eventually we
managed to lo-
cate a ‘new’ chas-
sis in Scotland; not easy as pre- Google and
Facebook. Despite strong advice to the contrary,
the driver brought his huge truck down this small
country lane to the garage and got stuck.

We all learnt some new and very colourful Scot-
tish vocabulary.”

“Let the first re-build begin. Many more ills were
discovered, and sorted, during the transference

on to the chassis; mainly holes and rust patches
in the bodywork in vital locations. Daughter, of
course, was anxious to be able to drive it and im-
press her friends, so essential work only.”

“Now with M.O.T., it spent a few years in London



given up trying to
understand the
regs., but finally
with the diligent
efforts of the hus-
band and wife
Bl team at “Home to
Home Spain”, it ar-
rived on the I1st

May.”
“Making use of
the temporary

availability of a
| friend’s garage, a
major strip down
and the south-east with many a visit to Suffolk for began and off it went to be steam cleaned minus
repairs and maintenance. | vaguely recall fitting bonnet, doors, bootlid and front valance. With
an alternator; replacing a badly slashed hood and the chassis still in perfect condition a body-off
replacing a very noisy diff. manoeuvre was deemed unnecessary.”

Not easy to come by but found one in —

the wilds of rural Norfolk.”

“After a while, something major hap-
pened (I don't recall what) and back to
Suffolk. Only a week after repairs, | was
following a BMW estate along a road in
Woodbridge when an approaching
‘bleep, bleep’ overtook a parked car, the
BMW braked hard, my foot was caught
under the throttle pedal and “bang”.”

“"BMW 5 series estates are tank-like!
Daughter and | had a temporary falling
out. Having been very lucky to acquire a
replacement bonnet, it spent a few more
years in London.”

“In 2012, keeping it in London was
deemed no longer viable and it was then
kept in an industrial unit myself and 4
others rented near Woodbridge, known as the
‘Toy Box'. By then | was sick of the sight of it and
spent my time building a kit car. Another member
of the Toy Box agreed to maintain it in exchange
for using it, but it was largely ignored, having
covered only 5,500 miles in 9 years.”

“In 2015, | took up residence in Javea on Spain’s
Costa Blanca, enjoying much travelling and sight-
seeing. Covid and its restrictions stopped that,
so | and a friend needed a new interest.

The project to re-build the Triumph was born in
February 2021.”

“New regulations, thanks to brexit, were now in
place and getting it here was a bit of a night-
mare. Many vehicle transport companies had

Brian has promised us updates, as the rebuild
continues, but tells us that recent progress has
been slow, when relying on others - this
is apparently the fabled ‘mafiana syndrome’ man-
ifesting itself.

So a big thank you to Brian.

We would also love to hear from you, whether
you are shipping, restoring or just enjoying your
Triumph outside the UK.

Please drop us a line with a few words and ide-
ally a few pictures - at

tssc.international@gmail.com.
Happy New Year and keep safe!

Jess & John
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TR250's AT THE TSSC/TR REGISTER/MG
SHOW MALVERN 2021
This month | am continuing with images
taken at the Malvern show in August 2021.

These 6 cylinder engined cars were basically
the same as the TR5, but were fitted with car-
burettors to satisfy the USA emission control
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regulations (how times and fuel injection has
changed!).

And as always, if you recognise any of the cars
or indeed own one please drop me a line with
some information about the car (and yourself), |
and the Courier readers would love to know
about them.

IF YOU DRIVE A 250, YOU'LL FIND IT
QUITE NIFTY!

PAUL NEVILLE'S TRé6

Many months ago, | received an email from Paul
Neville explaining how he had lent his TRé to his
niece and her fiancée on their wedding day. |
asked Paul if he would send me a few words
about his lovely TRé, and like the good guy he
is, | received the following, thanks Paul and over
to you -

Hello Bernard.

You asked for a few words about my TR6, well
there’s not that much | think | can say really, no
years of home restoration or historic back-
ground but here goes...
| have owned my MKIV Spitfire for over 10 years
and enjoy driving it but had been looking for a
more modern TR7 for some time to go with it. |
love the wedge look but whenever | shared pic-
tures of them with the wife and daughter, | only
received disparaging remarks - shame on them.



Then one day whilst surfing cars for sale | jok-
ingly showed them a picture of a TR6 and
asked what they thought about that, to which
they provided complimentary comments, as

well as some less flattering comparisons to the
TR7. The key comment though was ‘why don’t
you get one of those instead?’ Sensibly | re-
frained from mentioning prices and settled for
a ""hmmm maybe | could, | suppose”.

Taking that as ‘financial permission’ to spend

the kid's inheritance and being within visiting
distance of a well-known TR dealer it wasn’t
long before an example of interest came up.
Sadly, though | was beaten to it but if | was in-
terested another example was being picked up
in the next few days so arrangements were
made to visit the following weekend. When |
arrived said vehicle was there but it transpired
the car | originally enquired about was still
available as the other purchaser had pulled
out. So | had a choice.

There were definitely merits in both cars and

the fact the other was apparently once owned by
Private Pike was a strong draw but in the end |
bought the French Blue CR series on the basis it
was ready to drive and enjoy - spare time at that

- point being at a premium. It would be in-
teresting to know if ‘Pike’s’ car is some-
where in the TSSC.

So, what about the car? Frankly it's great
and [ love it.

From the history that came with the car it
appears to have been given a new lease of
life in the 1980’s with quite a bit of work
carried out including the gearbox. The car
saw some regular use up to about 2010 ac-
cording to the MOT mileage but then only
just over 150 miles in the next 8 years up
to the point | purchased it in 2018. In fact,
it has now completed more miles in my
three and a bit year's of ownership than it
had in the last 25 years - and that includes a year
of lockdown!

Given the length of inactivity there were a couple
of snags that needed sorting early on which were
quickly dealt with and the only other thing added
at that stage were new seat foams and covers as
the others were past their
best. Other than that, it
was driven locally and en-
joyed. Although no long
trips were undertaken in
the first year it was hastily
pressed into service to
travel to the Laon His-
torique in 2019 as the Spit
decided two days before
the off to not disengage
the Overdrive. The TRé
behaved impeccably and
was great fun throughout
the weekend.

Unfortunately, later that year | had a slight dis-
agreement with a tow ball on the back of a van
which necessitated a trip to the restorers for re-
pairs. However, whilst it was there it seemed a
good idea to sort out all of the job’s | hadn’t got-
ten round to so now all the metal work and paint
are in tip top condition.

As with all cars that have lived a long life there
were a couple of oddities that seemed to have
slipped in over the years. A windscreen wheel box
that is meant for a completely different car was
quite interesting!
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Thankfully this year we have been able to get
out in our cars a little more, including taking the
TR6 to the fabulous International at Malvern. |
have also been able to add my two eldest chil-
dren on the insurance and so this year they too
have been able to enjoy driving it.

Kind regards,

Paul.

Whether you lend it or bend it, you can
always mend it!

NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON'T
FITTING AN ALUMINIUM FUEL TANK
Club member Glenn asked me if | could check
out the smell of fuel in his cars’ boot (a Spitfire,
but the same principles and issues for a TR). | re-
moved the boot trim that covers the tank and |
could not find any “damp” under the tank, only
a slight discolouration of the paint in one area
that may have
been from something spilt years ago as it was
completely dry. With the car raised on my lift |
checked all hoses and steel lines from the tank
right through to the carbs. | did find a
plastic/paper fuel filter that was looking like it
was about to dissolve, but it wasn't leaking. | re-
moved the fuel tank and found a spot of corro-
sion which when poked caused my finger to
become damp with fuel, this was the part of the
tank that was above the discolouration of the
paint, so the tank was leaking.

Glenn had to opt for an aluminium replacement
fuel tank as at the time no new fuel tanks could
be found. Also, his fuel gauge hadn't worked for
a while and when | removed the sender from his
old tank it was badly corroded. | checked that
the fuel gauge was operational and it was, so a
new aluminium tank and sender unit was or-
dered. All old fuel hoses and the plastic/paper

filter were replaced with R9 fuel hose and a
stainless-steel fuel filter.
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The tank and sender arrived next day and be-
fore fitting the tank | had to remove the fuel pick

minium one. The new tank required a bit of alu-
minium removing from the frame in order to get
it to fit in place, but nothing drastic. The sender
unit was installed with the positioning lugs hav-
ing a pit of "play” against the tabs in the tank’s
sender hole.

With electrical connections made | put a gallon

o

of E10 fuel in the tank and the fuel gauge regis-
tered % fulll There wasn't enough “play” be-
tween the lugs on the sender unit and the tabs
on the tank to turn the sender unit to make up
this discrepancy and | didn't have enough time
left to look into this any further so | left if for the
next day.

Eighteen hours later, with the battery discon-
nected | removed the float sender. | didn't want
to bend the float arm into a position that would



register the correct level of fuel as that might not
have left enough travel for the full operation of
the sender float, so | decided to cut off the lo-

cating lugs on the sender which would enable
me to lock the sender unit in the correct posi-
tion.

When | put the sender in my vice, | noticed that

the rubber O ring that had been fitted to the

float when | installed the previous day was no
longer present! | can only surmise that the E10
fuel had dissolved it overnight as there was no
sign of it in the tank (has anyone else noticed a
missing O ring?

| think that they are meant to stop the float
bouncing on the fuel tank bottom when fuel is
very low, but not sure, can anyone enlighten
me?). Very concerning!

Anyway, with the sender unit installed, electrical
connections made, the locking ring just nipped
up and the ignition on | slowly turned the sender
unit until the fuel gauge registered halfway be-
tween the zero and Y% full mark on the gauge
and locked the sender in place by turning the
locking ring fully home.
A good job done, but leaving another concern
about the effects of E10 fuel!
Whether your tank’s Ally or Tin, give me a
ring (an O ring)!

Beru
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guy@bondequipe.org

Equipe 2ltr Production

I hope everyone has had a good Christmas and  get ready for the big one - 2023 — 60 years from
your Equipes have received some great pre-  the production of the first Equipe, so time to
sents to help them keep on going for many  start thinking of a few parties! This year 2022 is
more years. the 60th anniversary of the Spitfire, so there will

| heard recently from Paul
Hutchings, who has given
his Equipe an early Christ-
mas present, it has had
the suspension rebuilt
front and back in prepara-
tion for next year, the ride
was previously very hard,
and uncomfortable on
poor road surfaces. He
asked about the ride on
my convertible which is in
a standard configuration,
which is if anything on the
soft side, but does make
for comfortable cruising.
Hopefully the new set up
will be more to Claire’s lik-
ing and restore harmony!

You now all have a year to
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be times that one of our Spitfires will come out to play rather than
one of the Equipes.

| am hoping to get started on the Equipe Mk 3 Prototype in the
spring, but first | need to complete the frequently mentioned ex-
tension, and make space for the Prototype to live. Itis currently in a
canvas garage, which suffered some damage in storm Arwen, when
a section of the roof let go, | ended up having to make a repair
which | hope is not too temporary, time will tell!

Last month an unusual Equipe 4s was offered for sale, it is in need

of considerable restoration,
but seemed to be subject of
some somewhat strange
modifications, in that the
front grill has been blocked
off, and the spare wheel has
been mounted under the
bonnet in front of the radia-
tor. | think, although not
shown in these photos, part
of the underside of the bon-
net has been modified to
help the airflow, but this cer-
tainly compromises the air-
flow to the radiator. It will be
interesting to see if the new
owner decides to keep these
mods or return the car to its
standard configuration. It
could also affect the han-
dling putting more weight in
front of the front wheels.

Guy
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PRACTICAL CLASSICS
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What does fifteen pounds buy you nowadays?
A round of drinks down the pub with your friends? Steak and chips at the local2 Or the latest
best seller hardback from the bookshop? OR it could guarantee that should the worst happen
to your Triumph pride and joy, you will have the peace of mind knowing that you have got a
TSSC Agreed Value policy with one of the TSSC Insurance panel.”Oh, | already have one of
those” you say! Are you sure? because if the insurance company has sent you a form and
told you that you can “Value your car Yourself”, then it IS NOT a TSSC “Backed”

Agreed Value policy.
Most self-certified condition/value forms are woefully undervalued as their current
owners hold a very inaccurate estimate of current values.
For it to be a TSSC Agreed Value policy your car has to be inspected either in person or at
Club HQ, at one of the many Club shows or by one of the TSSC trained valuation officers.
You can of course supply a TSSC Valuation Form (Valid for 2 Years) and photographs by
Email or Post and we can value your pride and joy that way.

In all the years (30+), we have offered this service, when there has been a claim it has
always been settled at the agreed value. With a TSSC backed agreed value you have the
full backing of the TSSC as we are the ones who set the values.

So, don't delay, check your policy and see if you have an TSSC SIGNED agreed value
form. (Remember NO TSSC Backing if not with a TSSC Insurance Panel Company)

If not request one from TSSC HQ on 01858 434424 email info@tssc.org.uk
or Download and Print one from the Bottom of the TSSC Website The ‘The Club’ page.

wwww.tssc.org.uk/tssc/about.asp
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TSSC INSURANCE - CAR VALUES

MODEL BODY PROD CC/Cyls Concours Al+ A1/S P - Project

Herald 948 & S saloon 1959-61 948/4 8000 6000 4000 1500
fhc & dhc  1959-61 948/4 12500 8000 5000 2000
Herald 1200/1250 saloon 1961-70 1147/4 9000 6000 4500 1500
fhc & dhc  1961-67 1147/4 14500 9500 6000 2000
van & est  1961-67 1147/4 13500 7500 5500 2000
Herald 13/60 saloon 1967-71 1296/4 8500 6000 4500 1500
dhc & est  1967-71 1296/4 14500 7500 5500 2000
Spitfire 4 sports 1962-64 1147/4 23000 18500 14000 4000
Spitfire Il sports 1965-67 1147/4 20000 17000 12000 4000
Spitfire llI sports 1967-70 1296/4 19000 15000 10000 2800
Spitfire IV sports 1970-74 1296/4 12000 8000 4500 1500
Spitfire 1500 sports 1974-81 1493/4 15000 10000 6500 1500
GT6 MK1 fhe 1966-68 1998/6 25000 21000 15500 4500
GT6 Mk Il fhe 1968-70 1998/6 24000 19000 14000 4500
GT6 Mkl fhe 1970-73 1998/6 21000 18000 13000 3000
GT6 Convertible Early (RT) dhc 1966-70 1998/6 20000 18000 15000 4000
GT6 Convertible Later (ST) dhc 1970-73 1998/6 19000 16000 12000 4000
Vitesse 6 saloon 1962-66 1596/6 10000 7000 5800 2000
dhc 1962-66 1596/6 12000 9000 7500 2000
Vitesse 2L saloon 1966-71 1998/6 18000 12000 8500 2000
Mk1 & Mk2 dhc 1966-71 1998/6 22000 14500 10000 2500
Renown saloon 1946-54 2088/4 13000 9500 7500 2000
Roadster dhc 1946-49 2088/4 25500 20000 17000 8000
Mayflower saloon 1950-53 1247/4 6000 4000 3000 1000
TR2 sports 1953-55 1991/4 35000 24500 15400 5000
TR3 & 3A/B sports 1955-61 1991/4 38500 28000 16800 5500
TR4 sports 1961-65 2138/4 35000 24500 15400 4000
TR4A IRS sports 1965-67 2138/4 38500 28000 16800 4500
TR5 sports 1967-69 2498/6 65000 45500 26000 9000
TR6 sports 1969-75 2498/6 40000 30800 18000 4000
TR7 fhe 1976-82 1998/4 10000 7500 4000 1500
dhc 1980-82 1998/4 12000 8500 5500 2000
TR8 (Factory/Grinall) dhc 1980-81 3528/8 17000 10000 8000 3000
Stag dhc 1970-77 2997/8 30000 20000 12000 3500
2000/2500S sal/est 1963-77 1998/6 20000 12500 7000 2000
2.5PI sal/est 1968-77 2498/6 25000 15000 9000 2500
1300 &1500 saloon 1965-73 1296/4 5500 3000 2000 1000
Toledo & Dolomite saloon 1970-81 1493/4 6500 4500 3500 1000
Dolomite Sprint saloon 1973-81 1998/4 25000 14500 8000 2000
Acclaim saloon 1981-84 1335/4 4500 3000 2000 1000
Bond GT 2+2 fhe 1963-64 1147/4 9000 6500 4500 1000
Bond GT4S &1300 fhe 1964-70 1147/1298/4 6000 5500 4500 1000
Bond Equipe 2L fhe 1967-70 1998/6 8000 5600 3800 1000
dhc 1968-70 1998/6 9000 6500 4500 1000

N.B. - Definitions (i.e. Concours, A1+, A1/S Serviceable, P Project/Rebuild, etc.) as per Valuation Form.

Please remember originality and rarity will always add to value
For guidance on Triumph cars not listed please phone the Club Office 01858 434424
Left Hand Drive cars as above less 10% (or less 5% if converted to RHD)
Convertible GT6’s: These Values only on proper 2 Itr chassis conversions otherwise 1500 Spitfire prices.
Fibreglass panels: Highest value A1 in car category (except Bonds!)
Above Values Revised as of 01/02/2021
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Insurance Partner

Pz B

Triumph Insurance

Triumph Sports Six Club members can save money insuring with us

Agreed Value (© Breakdown Cover
Guarantees the amount to be paid out for your Included on all our policies is UK and EU roadside
vehicle in the case of a total loss claim assistance, including home start cover

Car Club Discount @ European Cover
Enjoy a discount for being a TSCC member Up to 90 days of free EU cover available

Unlimited Mileage @ Multi-Vehicle Policies
This option is available on all TSSC club members If we're already insuring a vehicle, then we can
Triumph cars look to accommodate other vehicles you may have

Salvage Rights Plus more benefits

In the event of a total loss you will be able to retain Track day/rally cover, modification cover,
the salvage of your Triumph misfuelling cover and more!

01455 639 000 classicline®

classiclineinsurance.co.uk INSURANCE




BIFG—SALOONS

CARL SWANSON saloons@tssc.org.uk

Local Show n’ Snow!

a covering anyway!
Sunday 5th December was the Christ-
mas Open day at TSSC head office.
Great to see many people in atten-
dance and meeting old friends not
seen in some time.

Great to see two 2500 there ( Harry
drove in his modern Vauxhall as still
aining driving experience )

Hello, Depending on when
you receive this, either hope
you had a great festive time
or Happy New Year, or both!!!
Late in November, we attended
the local Monthly meet held by
a local club. It was also at-
tended by a couple of other
clubs so made for a good atten-
dance of various makes and
models. It was a bright sunny
winters day, so made for an en-
joyable couple of hours..

The following week there was
another meet a bit futher away
at Runneymead, but unfortotat-
ley a reation to the booster jab,
meant | couldn’t attend. Hope-
fully January. | live not far from
Heathrow, so we don't often Mick Papworth’s 2500.

see snow, but it hit twice! Well, Pics courtesy of Jane Rowley.

60




Car ownér J. Ingram from Northants area
1969 TRIUMPH 1‘:.5*:‘::::::.*:5‘
2000 ESTATE __ |=Sa

Wman the big Triumphs, this rarc estate’s owner was
person to bring it h:"k from the brink of motoring oblwlnn

e o]
| e btk

This is from Classic car weekly, Wednesday 8th Decem-
ber so try and find a copy for sale for further info.

At the time of writing, we have gone into Level 2, so re-
strictions may now apply to events, so please check before
you attend.

Now, depending on when you receive this, the New Years
day classic car meet at Brooklands race track and museum
at Weybridge, Surrey. You do need a ticket this year at very
least!! Check the Brooklands website for details.

The first big indoor show of the year is Sunday 23rd Jan-
uary for the International Triumph & MG spares day held at
Telford International Centre. Discount code for tickets

MGTRICLUB22. Tel 01775 768661 for
details. Hopefully you have a bit of
time to read, so thought I'd share this
| found on line last week..

Forget BMW, Audi or Mercedes,
back in the 1960s Britain could also
provide prestige saloons for the
motorist who was ‘doing all right’ as
we used to say back then. The
Rover and Triumph 2000 were just
the job for those who wanted
something better than a Cortina,
but not as flash as a Jag.

Today, they remain rather over-
looked, practical classics that have
a lot to offer.

Which one to buy?
Radical against the traditional

Although they competed for the
same market, and they even lived
under the same corporate banner, the
cars couldn’t be more different. The
Rover was a completely new design,
aimed at a younger more aspiring go-
getting buyer, whereas the Canley car
smacked of conservatism. And, yet it's
the latter that has probably stood the
test of time better. There's more
choice with the Triumph; you can
have it as the 2000, which was the
most popular, or a 2.5 in either carb
or fuel-injected forms, plus the excel-
lent estates. Ignoring the terrifi ¢ 3.5-
litre V8 3500, the Rover is available in
TC twin-carb form (although in truth
it's virtually an all new "top end’) and
the larger 2.2-litre for 1974 cars. The
Rover was a saloon only (offi cially
anyway, as a few coachbuilt estates
were produced) and a fairly cramped
one at that. Boot space is meagre,
which is why Rover designed an op-
tional carrier, to enable owners to fi t
the spare wheel untidily, gawdily on
the boot lid, wiping out the limited
rear view vision. On the other hand,
the cockpit, and in particular the seat-
ing plan and standard, was years
ahead of its time, as were the er-
gonomics, even if the massive thin
steering wheel looks out of place. The
Triumph is as good, especially after its

61



1969 facelift, which saw an excellent
cabin revamp (real wood veneer not
the 'formica’ found in the Rover) and
a useful increase in boot space, which
easily beats the Rover’s cubby hole,
even if the Triumph'’s high loading sill
can annoy. You can also seat fi ve in
the Canley car. Both cars were a gen-
uine cut above the rest when new,
with a quality air you now get from
the German manufacturers. Com-
pared to, say, a Cortina or Victor, the
doors closed with a satisfying clunk,
the switchgear felt precise and the fi
t-and finish was from another class.
What's the best to drive?
Six to the fore

Few engines are as smooth as a
straightsix and the Triumph is no ex-
ception. While it may be an old unit,
originating from the 1950s Standard
Vanguard, it certainly feels the
creamier to the advanced ohc Rover
unit, which has never been noted for
its silkiness, especially at low speeds
where it can seen decidedly rough.
But, itimproves as the revs rise, unlike
the Triumph'’s four-bearing six-pot. In
terms of pace, both 2000s develop-
ing roughly similar power are evenly
matched (0-60mph around 14-15 sec-
onds, around the ton max); hardly
quick but there are sportier versions
to be had. The Rover feels perkier in
TC guise and as vivid as a Triumph
2500 TC. The Triumph is the preferred
pick if you want an automatic; the
Solihull self shifter, strangely never
available in TC tune, was always slow
(0-60 almost 21 secs!) — one road test
calling the car’s pace ‘dangerous’. The
Triumph also had the 8nterch t of
overdrive too and this is certainly
8nterch cial. Why Rover never offered
overdrive remains a mystery, as the Pé
yearned for extra cogs, despite being
fairly high geared. This is in contrast
to the Triumph, criticised as a four-
speeder for its fussiness and a 'hyster-
ical’ engine at high revs. Where the
Rover trumped the Triumph back then

was in the chassis department. The
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P6, with its far more advanced suspension, including a De
Dion rear end, set new standards, which even the later SD1
didn't progress. The Triumph was described as, “too loose
and bouncy” by Autocar in ‘69, although the 1975 revise
cured a lot of this. The P6 may have rolled a lot, even by
1960s standards, but the grip and surefootedness was out-
standing, causing one road test to remark, “Anyone who
goes off the road in a 2000 must be a dyed-inthe- wool
8ntercha.” All wheel disc brakes also endow the Rover with
modern day stopping performance. If you need power
steering then only the Triumph will do as it became an op-
tion on the Mk2, so those used to a modern may fi nd the
Rover much harder going in town — not helped by the
amount of arm twirling required, nor by a sporty, shortshift
gear change that could be bloody obstructive, especially
getting into fi rst. Both cars cruise pretty well and the legal
limit is no problem. Add good comfort levels (the Triumph
has the better heater) and you can use either car as an ef-
fective, very pleasant daily driver.
Owning and running
A triumph for the Triumph

There's little argument over this; thanks to the popularity
of Triumphs as classics, the 2000/25000 range is pretty well
served by specialists and owners’ clubs, although not as
healthily as the sports car ranges, although many parts are
8nterchangeable. The Rover has a more dedicated base,
but most of what you need is still obtainable. The Pé's skele-
ton construction enables easy replacement of the outer
panels, although structural rot can be considerable, espe-
cially at the fl oor under the rear seat. The Rover isn’t so DIY-
friendly as the simpler Triumph, with the rear brakes and
rear suspension remaining a swine to work on. The sump
can be dropped with the engine in situ, but tappets de-
mand a reshim to adjust — a head-off, decoke job. In terms
of ‘metal for your money’, the Rover looks the better bet.
Considering what a radical car it was, and arguably the last
real Rover before the BL disease set in, it's amazing that the
P6 remains so reasonably priced; £2-3000 is plenty to buy
a good one. Triumph values, especially the rare Mk1 2.5PI,
are steadily rising.

And The Winner Is...

Logically it has to be the Triumph. The 2000/2500 offers
more room, practicality, an excellent estate, overdrive,
power steering and better club and specialist back up. How-
ever, the Rover is the purist choice and it's certainly the bet-
ter handling car, although we would only have an auto in
later 2200 guise, as the 2000 is just too sluggish. Both make
fine sensible classics with a touch of class. Highly praised
when new, they were the BMWs of their day. So, how the
heck did we throw such talent away?

Wishing you and yours a Happy and Healthy 2022.

Carl
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