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T.S.S.C. Events Calendar

www.tssc.org.uk/events

e-mail trudi@tssc.org.uk

PLEASE SEND ALL 2012 EVENT
INFORMATION TO TRUDI AT CLUB H.Q.
e-mail: trudiprettyjohns@tssc.org.uk

NATIONAL & REGIONAL
EVENTS

See also further adverts in Courier

August 2012

SUN 12 AUGUST 2012
NEWBURY AREA CLUB STAND
NEWBURY RACECOURSE
CLASSIC CAR SHOW
CONTACT MARY 01635 868640

SAT SUN 18/19 AUGUST 2012
PLUS CAMPING ON FRI 17
TSSC INTERNATIONAL FAMILY
WEEKEND
STAFFORD COUNTY SHOWGROUND

SUN 26 AUGUST 2012
WESSEX AREA CLUB STAND
BEAULIEU SIMPLY CLASSICS

CONTACT TREVOR 01425 475376

FRI SAT SUN 31/1/2 AUGUST/SEPT 2012
LINCOLNSHIRE CAMPING
WEEKEND
JUBILEE PARK, WOODHALL SPA
CONTACT GARTH
EMAIL garth@ juppy.org.uk

September 2012

FRI SAT SUN 14/15/16 SEPT 2012
TSSC MANCHESTER AREA'S
HOLIDAY WEEKEND - MANCLINS
ELM COTTAGE TOURING PARK
WINSFORD
CONTACT PIP & FRANK 01524 791607

SUN 16 SEPT 2012
SOUTH WALES AREA CLUB
STAND AT TREDEGAR HOUSE
CLASSIC CAR SHOW
ENTRY FORM AT
www.//triumphwales.moonfruit.com
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FRI SAT SUN 21/22/23 SEPT 2012
MILE OF TRIUMPHS

WILD DUCK HOLIDAY PARK

GT YARMOUTH NORFOLK
CONTACT CLAIRE 07971 017012
NIGEL 07976 163006
CHRIS 07843 435190
www.mileoftriumphs.co.uk

October 2012

SUN 7 OCTOBER 2012
TSSC HERTS & BEDS AREA
PRESENT THE 19TH ALL TRIUMPH
DAY AT DUXFORD
CONTACT PETER 01582 750943

December 2012

SAT 8 DECEMBER 2012
TSSC CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE
BARCELO HINCKLEY ISLAND HOTEL
LIMITED TO 100 PLACES
BOOK EARLY!
TEL 01858 434424

SUN 9 DECEMBER 2012
TSSC HEADQUARTERS
CHRISTMAS OPEN DAY

LUBENHAM LEICS LE16 9TF
10.30AM TO 3.30PM

CLASSIC CAR SHOWS (cLus inviTeD)
November 2012

FRI SAT SUN 16/17/18 2012
FOOTMAN JAMES CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW
NEC BIRMINGHAM

OVERSEAS EVENTS
September 2012

SAT-SUN 1-2 SEPTEMBER 2012
30TH INTERNATIONAL SPITFIRE
WEEKEND - VINKEL (NOORD BRABANT)
NETHERLANDS
Contact Steef & Gerrie Odijk
email: isw @ spitfire.nl

SAT-SUN 1-2 SEPTEMBER 2012
14TH AUTOJUMBLE
ENGLISH CARS THEME
VEHICULES ANCIENS VALLEE DU LOIR
GARAGE GAUDIN BAUGE - FRANCE
CONTACT 0033 (0) 2.41.95.50.78



NEWS REVIEW

Your Monthly round up of all
News of a Triumph Nature

New TR7/8 Reg Sec

We would like to welcome to the Courier Team
Paul Lewis as TR7/8 Register Sec. Paul has
been a fan and owner of the model since his
teens and finished a 4 year restoration of his
TR8 in 201 1. I'm sure you will all join with me
in thanking Paul for volunteering his services in
this Role. | am also looking for a TR2 to Six
Register Secretary if anyone would like to
support those Models in the Courier. Contact
Bernard (Editor) for Details. 01858 434424,
Bernard
Courier Editor

Spitfire Anniversary
Road Run to Stafford

After delivery to Shepherd Neame brewery
with its new driver, Marketing Manager
Laura Salway, at the wheel.

The Practical Classics/TSSC/Shepherd
Neame, MkIV Spitfire will be at a variety of
events this summer including heading the
Spitfire 50th birthday road run, a free event for
all Spitfire and Vitesse owners on Friday

August 17.
The run will start at a secret location near
london and end at the Staffordshire

Showground for the big TSSC event.

The run is free to enter but a donation of £10 to
the RAF Benevolent Fund is optional. Email.
danny.hopkins@bauermedia.co.uk for
more information on this and the September 1st
Spitfire V Steam Train race to the South.

Olympic Torch
Passes TSSC HQ

A little piece of
Olympic history was
celebrated at TSSC
HQ as the Torch
Passed through the
Village of Lubenham
on Monday 2nd July.

It was one of the
wettest days of the
month but this did
litle to dampen the spirits of those attending as
the village turned out in force for this once in a
lifetime opportunity.

We here at HQ hung out the bunting and Flew
the Triumph flag accompanied by the Club’s
Courier Van, which was appreciated by the
Torch Bearers accompanying convoy.
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TRIUMPH

SPORTS Six

CLUB

Phil Weston
Andrew Dunlop
Alec Gregg

lan Prendergast
Kenneth Canziani
Matthew Tong
Gordon Hasell
Max Dutton
Neil Willetts
Fiona Just
Peter Eagen
Richard Smith
Heather Glanville
lan McCabe
Simon Fuller
Andrew Hurst
David Ottley
Paul King

Paul Shepherd
Daniel Fisher
Kirk Baker
Mark Kimmens
Michael Brown
Steve Cox
Peter Webb
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Avon
Ayshire
Beds
Beds
Bucks
Cambs
Cambs
Cheshire
Cornwall
Conwy
Cumbria
Derbys
Devon
Devon
Devon
Dorset
Dorset
Dorset
East Sussex
East Sussex
Essex
Essex
Essex
Essex

Essex

Welcome to

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to all these new members,

who joined the Club in June

Brian Leeson
Andrew Boyd
Andrew Lake
Terence Taylor
Adam Waugh
Marcus Pilliner
Alex Smith
Colin Watkins
Chris Lane
Michael Barber
Jonathan Thompson
Ross Miller
James Murray
Peter Kilby
Stephen Ellis
James Stewart
David Robshaw
Grahame Smith

Rose-Mary Harvey

Siobham O’Callaghan

Douglas Gibbons
Daniel Whalley
Simon Butler
Graham Richards
Dominic McAleer
James Bridge
Kevin Martin

Nigel Shepherd

Glasgow

Glos
Gwynedd
Hants

Hants
Herefordshire
Herefordshire
Herts

Herts

Isle of Sheppey
Kent

Kent

Kent

Kent

Lancs

Lincs

Lincs

Lincs

London
London
London
London
London
Manchester
Manchester
Merseyside
Middx

North Yorks

David Toons Notts
Stephen Welch Oxon
Andre Jones Oxon

Toby Sawbridge Oxon

Peter Gatensbury Shrops
Richard Carter Somerset
Richard Morgan South Wales
Mark Radford South Yorks
Rupert Gardner Surrey
Alistair Yardley Surrey
Julian Sherwood Surrey

Rich Bennett Surrey

Paul Michael West Mids

Janet Wicks West Sussex

Russell Davies West Sussex

Mark James Wilts
Adrian Morgan Worcs
Colin Jenkins Australia

We hope you
enjoy your
Triumph and
everything
the Club has

to offer



HQ OPENING TIMES

AUGUST = OPEN AS USUAL

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM
HO CLOSED AUGUST 16TH TO 20TH INCLUSIVE
www.tssc.org.uk FOR INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND AT STAFFORD

SEPTEMBER = OPEN AS USUAL

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

The Club Shop will be attending the following Show
THE INTERNATIONAL FAMILY WEEKKEND

www.tssc.org.uk Stafford - 18/19 August 2012

Advance Orders for collection at this show are now being Taken.
Members ordering in advance will receive a 5% Discount on their
order and Save Pounds on postage. To ensure we have the parts
you need us to bring just ring the Club Shop Hotline
01858 434424 or Order Online - www.tssc.org.uk

CounciltofManagement Meetings

THE 9TH SEPTEMBER 2012

T RIUMPH Any member who has any item of business that they wish to be discussed at a

Council of Management meeting should send the item to: Vivien Thompson

SPORTS Six TSSC General Secretary, lvy Cottage, 5 Rectory Mews, Sprothorough, Doncaster
CLUB South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. or email: gensec@tssc.org.uk
Plerase ensure that any items you wish to raise on the Council of Management
www.tssc.org.uk Agenda are received by the General Secretary at least two weeks before
the date of the Meeting

TSSC INSURANCE PANEL

Footman James) Peter James § Lancaster Insurance
0843 357 1790 0121 506 6040 0800 013 0080
www.footmanjames.co.uk l§ www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk [ www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/tssc

The Key Benefits on all TSSC Insurance Policies
Discounted premiums for TSSC members

Agreed value cover for your pride and joy

Classic car cover for drivers from 17 upwards
Support from the Club Office

All three brokers offer a full range of high quality
insurance policies, including multi-vehicle.



e-mail:

fter attending the Wessex
area new forest run this
year, | suddenly realised
the amount of effort,
organisation and dedica-
tion that other club
members are putting info the club. |, like many
others, enjoyed the event with like-minded
people and took all their hard work for

TR7 /8 Register

paul_lewis_1966@hotmail.co.uk
Paul Lewis

My TR7 /8 Life

mechanic apprenticeship and studied full time
at Princess Marina College in Arborfield near
Reading. To enable me to travel home to
Nottingham at weekends | needed to pass my
test and buy a car. After a brief encounter
with a Mk1 Escort and Datsun 120Y Coupe,
my uncle, one evening turned up with VAU
935S a red 4 speed TR7 FHC. For the
princely sum of £1067 ('m sure my uncle

granted. So when the TSSC
survey dropped info my inbox |
replied straight away. It then
dawned on me that | was com-
plaining about there being a
lack of TR7/8 articles when |
had not even bothered to send
any fo the Register to aid in the
production of any. The role of
TR7/8 register had become
vacant at this time so | decided
to put something back into the

Club and volunteer for the post.
So here | am writing my first article for the
Club magazine. | thought | had better tell you
of my background and how |, as many others
have, fallen for the Triumph models.
Cars have always been an integral part of my
family with my uncle Arthur (very similar to the
character in Minder) owning a small car pitch
in Nottingham. Frequent trips to the car
auctions in the school holidays allowed me to
name virtually all the cars on the road in the
early 1980’s.
The car that always drew my attention was the
TR7. The car looked modern especially with
the pop up headlights and tartan trim. At the
age of 16 | joined the Army on a vehicle

couldn’t add up) the car was mine. My first
trip back to college ended up with the car
overheating (ring any bells with TR7 owners)
and a replacement engine being sort (I will
expand on its adventures in another article).

After a few years the car became too small for
my needs and | fell into the MG badged hot
hatch scene. TR7’s never get out of your
system and even if it's oo small for all the
family to fit in the want never goes away. The
odd check in the autotrader and ebay is like
a daily ritual often on the sly without the boss
knowing. Anyway older and wiser in 2004 |
purchased from ebay my first convertible, TUA
570W. Described as immaculate | was a little




disappointed with this choice of word as it
obviously means reasonable and nice if you have

TR7/8 Register

(another article for the future).

During the 4 year restoration, life without
a TR took its toll and OUK 505X a TR7 FHC
was purchased to fill the gap. | had now
left the Army after 22 years and started
work at the Motor Industry Research
Association (MIRA Ltd) in the vehicle
dynamics department in Nuneaton. The
TR8 was finished in 2011 (we never say
totally finished) and OUK 505X was sold
as she was now surplus to requirements.
Over the past year the amount of people
who have come up to me at events and

lots of money and time.

This wasn't the car for me as | wanted
the holy grail, and had done for as
long as | remember, | wanted a TR8, a
real one. My prayers were answered
in 2005 when | saw JRV 459X for
sale in a classic car magazine. | did
not have the money but knew | had to
be quick to have any chance of ever
owning one. Affer six months of nego-
tiation, several viewings and a kind
bank manager JRV 459X was finally

mine in January 2006. JRV 459X was in excellent
condition but had been stored with moisture being

remarked on the car as made all the effort
and money worthwhile.

My 7 vyear old
daughter is  now
getting interested in
attending the shows
and events and if this
gives me an excuse to
book more events,
then | should.
| hope to make future
articles as enjoyable
as possible to the
members and cover a
variety of subjects. If
anyone has an article
they want to share or
a topic that you think

allowed to coat the underside with surface rust.
Suffering from a mild form of Obsessive-compulsive
disorder (OCD) | had to get the car back to as near
perfect as | could. So started the restoration

we should expand on, then please do not
hesitate to drop me a line (Details on TSSC
OFFICERS Page). Happy TR7ing

Paul
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VITESSE Register

ello folks. I's now
August and just a
reminder that the
International is on
the 17th/18th/19th
August. Yes | know |
have already said it
but don't forget that as it's the Vitesse 50th we
are planning to celebrate this by filling Bingley
Hall on the Saturday with your favourite car.
We are not looking for just show cars, well-
used to concours give a much better
representation of the model. WE REALLY DO
NEED YOUR VITESSE!

www.issc.org.uk/vitesse
e-mail. vitesse@tssc.org.uk

Dave Rumens
The Kenilworth Dragster

and more Cooling

The result was a highly modified 948 Herald
fited with the then new Vanguard six 2 litres
engine. That was back in 1960 and at the time
the car became known as the ‘Kenilworth
Dragster’. Over the years a number of people
have recreated the ‘Dragster’ and one being
our own Editor, Bernard Robinson. If |
remember that was over 20 years ago. Bern
sold the car and moved on to another project
as most of us do. He told me recently he tried
to buy the car back but the asking price is now
too high! It was a smart looking car and if |
remember in Olive and Cactus. It's still around,
| believe somewhere on the Continent where

Standard  Triumph is a respected
marque among car enthusiasts.
Hopefully Bern will provide a
picture, so see Picture 1.

A more recent recreation of the
‘Dragster’ has been carried out by
long term member and joint AO for
the Worcester Area Barry Minett-
Smith. Barry spent some 15 years
chasing parts and used a
combination of Vitesse and Herald
Coupé to build his Kenilworth
Dragster. By using information and
photos provided by Ray Henderson,
who was a member of the Standard
Triumph experimental department,
he has tried to get as close to the
original as is possible which after

As we know the inspiration for the Vitesse
came from Harry Webster, Standard
Triumph’s chief engineer, who needed a fast
and nimble car for his own personal transport.
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some 50 years was not an easy task. Barry
told me one of the hardest parts to find was a
ribbed roof in a good useable condition.
Comparing Barry’s car against the picture



o

given in Graham Robson’s book “Triumph
Herald and Vitesse The Complete Story” he has
achieved a very good match. Only someone

VITESSE Register

with a fotal commitment to the
Standard Triumph marque could
have produced these results, so
well done Barry. See Pictures 2 - 5.
It is ironic that Standard Triumph
did not put into production a coupe
version of the Vitesse, but | guess as
the Herald Coupé sales were never
that good commercially there was
little point producing this version.

After all we did have the Saloon
and Convertible versions which
met the majority of the Triumph
customer requirements.

Cooling

Back in the August 2010 Courier |
suggest the later repro rubber type
bushes used to mount the radiator to
the chassis may well give a greater
unwanted level of insulation than
the original thinner fabric type.
However, it is fair to say both types
of bush do provide unwanted
heat insulation.

As a result | suggested using metal
spacers/washers instead of the
insulating bushes as this would
conduct the heat away from the
radiator to the chassis. | have used
this arrangement on my own Vitesse
for a couple of years and found the
engine temperature generally runs
much lower. On the cold spring
days we have recently been having

11



it reaches a third scale on the
temperature gauge. So | can
only guess the original fabric
bushes were there to prevent
over cooling in the winter and
not to avert any damage to the
radiator ~ from  vibration.
Speaking personally as far as
the Vitesse is concerned | would
rather have the engine running
slightly cooler that tending
towards overheating so | am
leaving the metal washers in
place. See Picture 6.

That's my ramblings for this
month so safe driving and keep
them running on all six.

See you all at Stafford

David.

Avre you Taking your Vitesse to the

International Family Weekend?
Stafford County Showground
August 18" & 19" 2012
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HERALD 948 -1200 -1250 Register

www.tssc.org.uk/herald
e-mail. herald@tssc.org.uk

Colin Lindsay
Member of the Yarn?

had a rather strange phone call | got me into writing for The Courier, a friend and
the other night from Frank | mentor who faught me so much about Triumphs
Spencer of TSSC fame; | don't | back when an oil change was the pinnacle of my
know what impression he got of | expertise, and who passed away abruptly and
me as | was totally mystified by | unexpectedly in September 2003 leaving me with
the entire thing until | opened The | @ wealth of memories and a gratitude | can
Courier - which had arrived in the post | never repay.

some days earlier and | just hadn't got
round to reading it yet - to find | had been
awarded the Member of the Year Award.
This was totally unexpected, as I'm usually
of the opinion that Club members should be
rewarded for reading my rambling articles
every month, but a very welcome surprise
and one that I'll treasure.

The award is not solely mine however, and
I'd like to dedicate it to the man who first

Norman Edmond was one of the mainstays
of TSSC Northern Ireland; he lived for Triumphs
and the Club, and despite the fact that he was
often meant to be working (usually many miles
away!) he always seemed able to drop round
and help with my restorations. When the
vacancy for the GT6 Register came up in 2001
it was Norman who gently pushed me towards it
with the understanding that he would help me
with the deeply technical bits, and he really was
a mine of knowledge. Almost every day,
whether in the articles, club forums or my own
garage, | have cause to miss him. Not forgetting
Carly his small long-haired dog, who famously
got too close to a gas heater in my garage and
gave herself an unexpected trim all down one




side, or tried to jump across Lough Neagh on
a club outing. The photo shows Norman in
his Vitesse, bonnet up, holding up the Glens
of Antrim Run in the late 1990s with Carly the
dog in the front seat.

Good times with a good friend and one we
all miss, and I'll accept the award at Stafford
this year with thanks for the help he gave me,
and the encouragement that got me writing
for The Courier in the first place.

I've had an e-mail from member Uard James
enclosing the photograph of a plaque fixed
to a demonstration Herald chassis and asking
how many were made, and how many are
still around? From what | know of these

HERALD 948 -1200 -1250 Register

Triumph's Harry Webster having fun on a
drivable one. They do turn up on eBay or in the

small ads from time to time, so
as to how many are left.... no-
one knows for surel Uard's
model is number 157 and if the
rest of the chassis is in as good
condition as the plaque it's a
real minter. Of course,
speaking from experience
many years later, the separate
chassis is a real bonus for
Herald owners and restorers...
not for us, climbing

chassis - and the best source of
information comes from Dave at
Canley Classics - there were at least a
'couple of hundred' of these made by
Triumph's  Publicity ~ Division for
distribution to Technical Colleges; if
you remember that a separate chassis
was actually a step backwards in car
production when the Herald was
designed, most cars of the time
preferring monocoque shells, then
having an exhibit like a fully rolling
and even drivable car chassis was a
great bonus in teaching future
engineers and mechanics how it all
goes together and interacts, not to
mention the free product placement for

under a car and

scraping off
underseal in  the
gloom - we just

remove the tub and
turn it upside down,
to scrape away in
comfort and  full
daylight! Any further
information on these
chassis is as always
very welcome.

The chassis for many
of the early Heralds
were made by
Joseph Sankey and
Sons of Wellington in
Shropshire, and an

Triumph cars... the photo shows

entry in  Grace's
15



vending machines, agricultural
implements and trailers". They
were regular exhibitors at the
Earl's Court Motor Shows over
the years, manufactured the first
pressed steel artillery wheels in
1909, replacing the usual
wooden wheels through being
'stronger, handsomer and more
compact', and also produced
body panels for ArrolJohnston
cars of Kircudbright, which in
common with cars of their time
(or indeed of many years laterl)
used a separate chassis.

Sadly the site is now a
Morrison's supermarket where

Guide to British Industrial History from 1961
states: "Manufacturers of bumper bars,
pressings, welding and assembly work, metal
containers and paraffin oil heaters, electric
laminations, panels, wheels, chassis frames,

separate-chassis trollies parade along the floor
in a parody of the old production line...
progress, eh?

See you next month!

Colin

YORKSHIRE TRIUMPHS

Tel. 01405 839420
or 07980 010741

Email: info@yorkshiretriumphs.co.uk
Web: www.yorkshiretriumphs.co.uk

ANY Classic (or Modern) Colour

now available in cellulose
Colour Matching service for existing paintwork

Supplied in Aerosol

or
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OE style hood, zip window, vinyl, blk
XKC1781 £285.95 (Spit MkIV-1500)

Library image

SuperPro poly bush kit, complete car
SPK32CK £187.96 (Spit MKkIV-1500)

Pertronix ignition, Lucas 45D4
222-435 £115.96 (Various)

Front caliper dust shield, stainless
149623SS £5.95 (Spit MkllI-1500)

LH sill listed,
RH TS16R

Outer sill panel, LH
TS16L £53.95 (Spit MkIV-1500)

Speedi Sleeve, timing cover
520-510 £44.95 (Spitfire)

Rear sports GT silencer, s/s
FS5417 £236.95 (Spit MkIV-1500)

Owner’s handbook, Spitfire Mkl
511242 £13.95 (Spitfire Mkl)

Spitfire 1500, UKC8372SS

Heat shield, stainless steel
GAC6610X £23.95 (Spitfire 1300)

Hardware pack, 223 pieces
HKO001 £24.95

Starter motor, high torque
GXE9405X £187.96 (GT6 & Vitesse)

FLEXIT LED light
386-460 £22.96

Autoglym valet collection case
AGPACK10 £53.95

Insist on the best for your Triumph
H®000eTE

Prices include UK vat, exclude p&p and are correct at time of going to print. E&0.E.

Dust shields, stainless steel
213680SS £24.95ea (Spit MklII-1500)

RH bracket
listed, LH
132366SS

Hose bracket, stainless steel
132365SS £6.95ea (Spit MkllI-1500)

London 020 8867 2020 Bradford 01274 539 999 Bristol 0117 923 2523 Manchester 0161 480 6402
Catalogues 0800 281 182 Twitter twitter.com/mosseurope \Website moss-europe.co.uk
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BN CONCOURS  mum

he International  Family
Weekend is looming ever
larger and entries are now
starting to come in a little
faster. We could always do
with some additional judges,
so if you're interested in getting experience,
please get in touch at the contact details above
and we can pair you up with a more experi-
enced judge. You'll find the experience
extremely rewarding.
The Rules and Booking form for the Concours
will appear here once more, they are also
available on the International Event web site.
www.fssc-international.co.uk
If you have any queries please do drop me an
e-mail or give me a call.

Cleanliness!

There are three words which | believe best
describe what Concours is all about - cleanli-
ness, cleanliness and cleanliness. So having
said that how do you best go about cleaning
your car to put before a judge and have it scru-
tinised in minor detail. Cleaning/ detailing
cars properly is not a quick or easy task,
however the more you clean your car the
easier the task becomes. Most people prefer to
take their car out onto the open road and drive
them rather than spend time polishing ,
however if you intend to enter your pride and
joy into this year's Stafford concours ( go on
give it a go you might enjoy it ) there are a few
tips | could share with you that may make the
task a little easier.

18

Tel. 07827 891471
e-mail.tonys@slsdesignconsultants.com

Tony Simpson

Concours Tips

Firstly time at the show is limited so do what
you can beforehand. Spending a little time in
the evenings after work cleaning the parts of
your car which are not likely to get spoiled if it
rains when you fravel to the show, things such
as the interior ( don't forget under the seats -
easy points to score), boot ( including the spare
wheel | and the tricky hard to clean areas under
the bonnet. If you have rusty tools in the boot
give them a quick going over with a wire brush
and coat of satin black spray paint, easy points
to win but also easy points to lose if you don't.

When cleaning the paintwork give it a good
wash first to remove as much grit and grime as
you can. Remember any loose grit on the
surface will scratch the paint when you polish
and you will then have your very own skating
rink etched into the surface of your pride and
joy. When doing the paintwork don't just polish
the easy bits in full view, remember the judge
WILL get on the floor and look underneath so
make sure the sills are nice and clean, also
check behind the bumpers and squeeze the
polishing cloth into those hard to reach places
which make all the difference to the overall
appearance. Take the opportunity to touch up
any minor stone chips but don't get carried
away putting loads of paint on, use a fine brush
and small dabs of paint. Another area were
people tend to lose easy points are the wheels.
Most people tend to have nice wheels on their
cars but how many take the frouble to clean the
backs, Judges will almost certainly notice this
and dock you valuable points. Also on the
subject of wheels make sure the tyres are clean



and sidewalls dressed accordingly. | use tyre
foam applied by sponge which cleans and
leaves a semi sheen whereas silicone spray will

leave a shiny false look.

Over the years | have tried different products
for various applications and one tip that | can
pass on is that tyre foam can be used on a
multitude of rubber and vinyl surfaces. Just put
a little on a piece of cloth and wipe over. It will
clean and leave a nice semi sheen on vinyl
hoods, dashboards, interior trim, window
rubbers, black body mouldings etc etc. Some
of the best and cheapest tyre foam | used came
from Wilko's at 99p a can.
| personally believe that the appearance of the
under bonnet area can add much to the overall
appeal of a car and hence this is an area that
needs more atfention. As | said earlier try if
possible to do this at home before the show.
Given that quite a few of our Triumph's have
forward opening bonnets unfortunately we
have the suspension as well as the engine on
show. | must agree that when opening the
bonnet and looking at an oily greasy engine
and suspension the job of cleaning it up can be
daunting. What | tend to do is not think about

CONCOURS

the whole task but tackle small areas at a time
trying to get the best finish | can in that small

area. lots of small areas will lead to a pristine
engine bay eventually AND MORE POINTS
FROM THE JUDGES.

Assuming that you now have your car
cleaned, polished and detailed it is now time to
present the car to the judge in the best way
possible. Make sure your wheels are in the
straight ahead position, empty your boot and
put your tools and spare wheel on display at
the rear of your car in a neat and tidy manner.
Now's the time to dig out the owner's manual
and any original paperwork you may have
with the car, again all easy points fo secure.
Use any last minute time up to the judges
arrival to fettle your car - remember that whilst
it's been sat in the hall scores of people have
been milling around having a look and you will
almost certainly have fingerprints on the
paintwork and glass. When the judge arrives
be on hand to answer any questions he may
have and to open the bonnet and doors for
him. DON'T ask have | won or how many
points did | score. Usually the judge will say
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nothing and will give nothing away
during his appraisal.

Unfortunately you now have to wait.
Now sit back and enjoy the rest of
the show until the awards presenta-
tion. You just never know, you may
have a piece of silverware to take
home and that’s something else for
your good lady to polish!l.
Remember at the end of the show
you will have a clean and nicely
detailed car to take home and
everyone feels better driving a clean
car. See you at the show.

Hopefully the above should give you
all a few hints & tips on being suc-
cessful in the TSSC International
Concours, so get your booking forms
off today, remember entry is Freel.
Let's hope we have another excellent
show, and we'll look forward to
seeing you there.

Tony
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INTERNATIONAL CONCOURS

EnTRY FORM 2012

ABOUT YOU YOUR CAR
[\ F=Y 0 0 =X Model & Series
P AN 0 Lo === Colour
........................................................................ Registration
COUNLY et Annual Mileage
(Cruised & Used
(R0 1] (670 Yo [T entrants only)
COUNTIY it Advance Entries by

post or email by
15th August 2012 to:
Mr Tony Simpson
Paddock View
116 Nottingham Road
Codnor
Ripley
Derbyshire DE5 9RL

Tel: 07827 891471

Telephone NO ...

Concours CATEGORIES
Please circle ONLY ONE appropriate class

MASTER CLASS | SMALL SALOON

(DOLOMITE, TOLEDO,
HERALD 1300, 1500, ACCLAIM)

NOTE: Once at Stafford
you will need to attend
the Concours desk (even
if you have entered in
advance) to obtain a token
to be able to get your car
into Bingley Hall
PTO for Concours Rules

| |

THE

TRIUMPH

Unrestored SPORTS SIX

CLUB

Best Restoration Photocopies of this form are
acceptable

VITESSE BOND EQUIPE

SPITFIRE SPECIAL

GT6 Modified/Modernised

TR Cruised & Used

STAG

2000/2.5

e-mail: tonys@slsdesignconsultants.com
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TSSC

INTERNATIONAL
CONCOURS RULES

2012

GENERAL

All cars entering must be taxed, MOT'd
and insured. MOT and insurance certifi-
cate must be shown at the Concours desk
prior to commencement of judging.
Judges will check tax disc.

Cars can be transported to the event on a
trailer; but this might be reflected in the
marks awarded by the judges.

All entrants must be current members of the
Triumph Sports Six Club or an invited club.

The Concours Organisers’ decision will be
final and no discussions on the marks
awarded will be entered into.

The Master Class will be judged at 2.00
p.m. on the Saturday. Entries will be
allowed up until the start of judging.

Judging of the remaining classes will
commence at 10.30 a.m. on the Sunday
and entries will be allowed up until the
start of judging. No late entries will be
accepted.

The prize giving will take place at approx-
imately 3.00 p.m. on Sunday.

No car must be moved until the prize
giving is finished. Any car leaving before
prize giving may be disqualified from the
competition and any prizes forfeited.

22

THE CLASSES

The following classes will be held:

Master, Herald, Vitesse, Spitfire, GT6,
TR, Stag, 2000/2.5, Small saloon
(Dolomite, Toledo, 1300, 1500,
Acclaim), Bond Equipe, Special,
Modified/Modernised, Cruised and
Used, Unrestored, Best Restoration.

The winning car in each class can only enter
the Master Class for the following year.

Master Class: Eligibility for the Master Class
comprises winners of all classes from the
2011 International Concours event.

Modified/Modernised: Open to any
Triumph that has been substantially altered
from standard specification.  Cars will be
judged on the degree of modification and
engineering standard. Cars are not expected
to be in Concours condition, but should be
presented to their best advantage as addition-
al marks will be given for the overall condition
of the car.

Cruised and Used: Cars must cover a
minimum of 2,500 miles annually and at least
two consecutive MOT certificates must be
available as proof of mileage.

Unrestored: For cars that should have had
no major restorative work carried out, only
routine repairs and maintenance. The owners
of cars entering this class will be asked what,
if any work has been carried out on the car
and the judges will take this into account
when awarding marks.

Best Restoration: A New Class this year
for Cars that have been restored to show
condition.

Best in Show:

This is the premier award in the TSSC
Concours. The winner will be selected from
all cars entered in the competition.



international

Family Weekend
LTt Aucust 18™ & 19" 2012 Camping from Fri 17th

SPORTS SIX

cLuB STAFFORD County Showground
TSSC Members Discount
Pre Booked Tickets Order Form

Weexenp £20.00 Per Person or 1 Day Ticker £11.00 PP pr: Booke
UnDER 16'5 FREE!! GatE PriCES £25 PP W/enp or £12 DAY ppP

DATE oo Membership No .../ ...
Number of Tickets required ........... Weekend |:| 1 DayD
NAME (MR. MRS. MISS. MS.) s
ADDRESS e eeeeeeeeeeeteteteeee e e et eeeeeeeeeteteteee ettt rrhrarh s eeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaees
POST CODE ........................................... Daytlme Tel NO ..................................................
E-Mail ..o
| wish to be part of the Spitfire/Vitesse Display I:I
Saturday Evening Dinner at £23.00 a head (Number) |:|
CARDNo ../ .[ .0k d ] ] ]
EXPIRY DATE .. fod i ...]
VALID FROM ... VA -

SVN NO. .. /...I..I (Last 3 digits above Signature)
NAME ON CREDIT CARD ...t
Payment by Cash |:| or Cheque |:| Total £ . ...

Please Make Cheques payable to TSSC Ltd and Return Form to:

Triumph Sports Six Club, Sunderland Court

Main Street, Lubenham, Market Harborough. LE16 9TF
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2012

Owner Mark gives than

ks!

WE D Irt...
...AGAIN!

The Trials & Tribulations
of a Le Mans Spitfire
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DU 1B arrived
safely at Le Mans,
and passed the
scrutineering  with
flying colours and
then parked up in
the paddock for all to admire. The
daytime practice started well, but

-

o

for the night practice, where
she performed impeccably,
allowing both lan and
Alistair to qualify for the
main race, although they
were starting from the back
of the grid.

This year it was lan's turn
for the Le Mans start
as Alistair had the honour in
2010. lan ran across the

disaster struck halfway through the 2nd lap.
As lan was approaching Mulsanne corner
the cabin suddenly

track, climbed in and set off at
a good pace for the first lap where they formed
up into their grid positions for a rolling start. lan

filled with  white
"smoke". lan steered
her to safety then
leapt out faster than
Usain Bolt in the
100m, not knowing
whether it was steam
or smoke that had
filled the cabin.

After recovery to the
paddock, Mark and
his crew set about
diagnosing the
failure, and quickly
discovered it was a

blown head gasket - really rather annoying
considering ADU 1B had recently completed
a 3 hour rolling road session to prepare her
for the rigours of the Le mans circuit.

In less than an hour a new had gasket was
fited and ADU 1B made ready to go again

brought ADU 1B back info the pits at the half
way mark, and Alistair took over the driving for
the second half of the race.

ADU 1B performed impeccably, and Alistair
managed fo finish in 41st place (scratch), ahead
of an awful lot of exotic machinery that included
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Cobras, Ferraris, GATT and the like. When
the performance index was calculated, it put
ADU1B up into 26th place, and leading her
class.

When ADU 1B came back in at the end of the
race the engine was sounding a little rough, so
Mark made the decision to fit the spare
engine, so it was all hands to the tool kit to get
the spare engine fitted just in time for the
night race.

The night race saw ADU

of several Ferraris, and still leading her class.

The final race for ADU 1B was the dawn
race, where she finished in 56th place, again
beating a Ferrari, a Jaguar Etype and a
Porche 904 GTS to boot.

In the final adding up, ADU 1B was placed
in 48th place (scratch) and 3%th place when
the Performance Index was calculated.

All this also added up to yet another Triumph

1B finish in 56th place /

(scratch), still well ahead

A CLASS WIN at Le Mans.
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Well done to Alistair and lan for
driving her to another win,
and many thanks to
Mark at Jigsaw for entering
her in this fantastic race.

2012

Team Jigsaw
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T.D.FITGHETT Ltd

SUPPLIERS OF ORIGINAL TRIUMPH SPARES

Delaney-Galley heater valve 560612 . . .. £48.50
Petrol tank . £145.00
Front lower valance 1200 O.E. .. . £140.00
Front lower valance 13/60 O.E. . . £140.00
Front lower valance Vitesse O.E. ....... . £140.00
Herald 13/60 front lamp panel 812140 . . .. £67.50
Herald 1200 front wings . . .. £99.50
Herald 13/60 front wings . £82.00
Vitesse front wings .. £95.00

Front wing ‘D’ plates 703627/8 . .
Windscreen drip channel
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9 . .
Door Skin repair panels .......

Complete door shell 902256/7
Sills 803070/1 ..........

.. £13.00 pair
.. £65.00
£22.50
£220.00
. £22.50

Tread plate repair panel . . ...£850
Front Footwell .. £62.50
Front floor mounting bracket fr 607548 . . ...£6.50
Front floor mounting bracket rear 607549/50 .. ..£6.50
Rear floor mounting bracket 607655 . . .. £7.50
B post mounting bracket 703625/6 . £16.00
Stainless steel tread plate finisher. . £22.00 pair

Boot side panel 804611/2

.. £62.50

Herald 948/Vitesse rear centre valance . .

Herald 1200/13.60 rear centre valance. . . .. £65.00
Rear quarter valences .. £35.50
Inner front wheel arch 903075/6 . . £49.50
Rear outer wheel arch 802845/6. . £41.50
Front/Rear wing arch repair panel . .£19.50
Rear wing front repair panel .. £13.00
All chassis outriggers/side rails/boot extn . . £20.50 each

White rubber bumpers (full set).............. £115.00
Rear overriders 703708/9
Bonnet corner mouldings 706161/2

. £24.50 pair

Wheel arch/bulkhead seal 704033 . .. £3.00
Chrome bonnet catch 607663. . £40.00
Door hinges 607824 .. £20.00 each
Boot hinges .. £43.50 pair
Door to glass outer weather strip £6.00
Hoods vinyl inc zip out window . £140.00
Accelerator pedal bracket 147655 . . . .. £12.50
Set of 8 front suspension bushes 119451. . .. £10.50 set
Front suspension shim 122022. . . ... ..81.75
Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 12. . .. £23.00

Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 14........... £20.50
Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 16P/16PB. . . . . £28.50

Recon exchange caliper type 12. . . ....£46.00
Recon exchange caliper type 14. . . .. £41.00
Recon exchange caliper type 16P/PB ... ......£56.00
Brake pads type 12. . ... £12,50 set
Brake pads type 14. . ... £10.00 set

Brake pads type 16P/16PB............... £10.50 set
Her/Vit Recon steering racks RHD (exchange) . . £45.00
Track rod ends . . . £9.50 each

Rear shock absorber GSA385 .. £18.00
Front shock absorber ....£20.00
Herald 4 Syncro (exchange gearbox) . . ...£285.00
Vitesse (exchange gearbox) .. £285.00

Herald rear leaf spring 305945 .. ............ £145.00
Herald recon exchange drive shaft assembly. . . £150.00
Herald/Vitesse non rotoflex drive shaft. . £69.50
Universal joint grease nipple type. . . . . .. £9.50
Herald voltage regulator Unipart GEU 6603. . . . . £20.50
Herald new alternative distributor (exchange) . . .
Vitesse Delco distributor cap GDC109.......... £9.75
Vitesse HT lead set. .
13/60 HT lead set . . .
Herald oil filter GFE 119/150. .

MANY |
FROM
TOB

EMS STOCKED
UTS AND BOLTS
DY SHELLS

CALL NOW

Herald O.E head gasket GEG 314 . .
Spark plugs 1200/12.50 (set of 4). . .
Vitesse 2 Litre clutch kit
Clutch slave cylinder 13/60 .
Boot catch 611225 ........................

Early type bonnet (single bulge) WKC170 ... .. £155.00
Late type bonnet (double bulge) XKC3822. . . .. £350.00

Sills L/H and R/H XKC 112/3 ... ..
Doors FHC WKC5286/7 . . .
Door skins YKC74/75 .
Body shell convertible .

... £96.00
£285.00
. £48.50
£4,575.00

LH rear wing Coupe, original .. ... £305.00
Late type boot lid XKC3854 ................ £180.00
Rear deck assembly convertible WKC4255 . . . . . £67.50
Window regulators XKC325/6................ £25.00
Door/glass outer weather strip R/H YKC101 ... .. £6.00

New hood frame (exchange)
Radiator grille R/H convertible WKC3674. .
Petrol tank retaining strap TKC131. .
Petrol tank
Petrol tank sender TKC3408
Rear lamp assembly R/H TKC232 . .
Recon TR7 (exchange) distributor . .
TR7 distributor cap . . A
HT lead set (early) GHT 167. . .
Gearbox 4 speed (exchange) . .

Recon steering rack (exchange). . ... £45.00
Front strut assembly recon (exchange) ... .....£67.50
Front lower ball joint GSJ154 ... £11.50
Front suspension strut gaiter UKC4981 . . ....£8.50
Rear shock absorbers ... £20.00
Upper steering joint UKC2449 . . . ...£32.50
Lower steering shaft TKC1084 . . . ... £36.00
Track rod ends GSJ185 ... £16.00 pair

Steering wheel (early) RKC509. . .
Brake pads GBP233 . .
Brake discs TKC780. . .
TR7 brake master cylinder recon (exchange). . . . £85.00
Brake servo recon (exchange) . . . ...£85.00
Uprated brake master cyl/servo assy (exchange)£205.00
Brake pressure valve TKC 3667 . . ... £49.50
Recon exchange brake caliper . . . ... £46.00
Brake shoes 4 speed GSP794 OE Unipart . . £17.50 set
Brake shoes 5 speed GBS813 ............ £18.50 set

.. £17.00 each

Wheel cylinders 4-5 speed ... £15.00
4 speed differential TKC2619 (exchange). . . . . . £250.00
Jackshaft 215207 .. £135.00
Recon starter motor (exchange) ... ... £77.50
Service exchange oil pump 215573 . . . ... £27.00
Fan idler pulley bearing ....£9.50
Recon w/wiper motor (exchange) ...£55.00

Clutch kit TR8 QH ... .. £110.00

Front suspension leg insert. . .. £44.50
Recon steering rack (exchange) . . £140.00
Steering column shaft 151032 . .. £80.00
Track rod end GSJ157 .. £13.50
Gearbox (exchange)Reconditione £295.00
Recon exchange J Type overdrive . £295.00
Rear shock absorbers ... £20.00
Rear sub frame mounting 150382 . . .. £22.50
Rear wheel bearing kit ..£19.50
Service exchange drive shaft 311914. .. .. £140.00
Recon rear hub assy (exchange) . . . .. £99.50
Recon Brake Calipers (exchange) £56.00
Caliper seal kit inc pistons .. £28.50

Setbrakepads ... £13.50 set
Recon brake master-cylinder (exchange) . £110.00
Recon Servo (exchange) ... .... . £148.00

Rear wheel cylinder GWC1211. .. £14.00
Service exchange oil pump 215573 . £27.00
Viscous fan coupling TKC101.. . .. £75.00
Seatbelts non-sensor . . . £100.00
TR6
Front L/H flitch panel 907097/576477.. . . .. £120.00
Late type rear centre bumper O.| . £125.00
Rear quarter bumperO.E. . .. .. ...£67.50
Seat belts with sensor wire type . .. .. £95.00 pair

Prop shafts recon (exchange)
Recon exchange water pump GWP201 . ..
Recon steering rack (exchange)
Front trunnion 142377/8 . .
Top ball joint GSJ131 . ...
New Brake servo (exchange). .
Brake disc 209327 o
Recon (exchange) caliper type 16P/16PB . . . . ..
Brake pads early/late type. . . ................
Hand Brake cable end fork . .
Gearbox (exchange) . .
Recon drive shaft assy (exchange) .
Recon rear hub assy (exchange) .
Diff mounting upper 134235
Diff mounting lower 134236 . ..
HT lead set

SPITFIRE MK 1 & I1 & Il

Nearside/offside front wings............. £85.00 each
Front wing ‘D’ plate 706311/2 ... £14.00 each
Front outer wheel arch 903137/8 . ..
Front inner wheel arch 706548/9 . .. .
Bonnet hinge tubes 811679/811680. . . . ...

Hinge tube pivot bracket ..£15.00
Side light mounting panel 907157/8 . £55.00
Door skins.......... £58.00
Battery box 806707 . . . £25.00
Rear valance lamp panel 569900 . . . .. £75.00
Boot lid 575787 .. £395.00
Dash top cover 714482 ...£35.00
Vinyl hood Mk IIl inc zip window . . .. £140.00
Chrome bonnet catch 607663. . . . ... £40.00
Rear lamp assembly 208532/217025 . . . .. £45.00
Track rod ends 200 RGN
Gearbox 4 Syncro (exchange) . . . .. £285.00
Rear leaf spring 305894 ...£99.50




Recon exchange brake caliper type 12. . . .. £46.00
Recon exchange brake caliper type 14. . £41.00
Original head gasket GEG314 ...£9.00

.. £5.50
.. £6.00

Distributor cap
Front valance support bracket 712567/8 . . .

SPITFIRE MK IV & 1500

Bonnet stay 613045/613751 ............. £19.50 pair
Front wings 909663/4 .. £49.50
Front wheel arch outer 909351/2 . £49.50
Front wheel arch inner 909797/8 . £39.50
Headlamp support panel assembly 818871/ . £40.50
Front quarter valance 815391/2 .............. £80.00

Door skins . .
Sills non original. 903097/8. . .
Sills O.E. 903097/8
Sill reinforcement panel 806634/5
Inner sill 806638/9
Front sill end plate 706422/3. .
Half floor (deep pressing) . . . .
‘A post lower filler panel 706288/9 . . .
Bonnet hinge pivot box RKC362/3.
Chassis front gusset 218526/7 . .
Bonnet hinge tube L/H-R/H 911107/8 .
RearwingnonO.E.................
Rear wing front repair panel . .
Rear wing rear repair panel . .
Rear lamp panel 716182. .
Rear valance 908970
Boot floor. ..
Boot lid 911327 .
Rear inner wheel arch 725563/4. . .
Rear outer wheel arch 909661/2
Windscreen aperture drip channels . .
Hard top rear screen seal 911040,

H/ top seal roof/ door glass 716183/4 . . £8.00
Door hinges 607824 . . . £20.00
Exterior door handle (black) YKC2837/8 . £65.00

Window regulator 911271/2
Window regulator glazing channel . ..

Front outriggers 209398/9 .. £35.00
S/steel tread plate finishers .. £27.50 pair
Qil pump TKC 1974 (exchange) . . . . £32.50
Water pump 216939/GWP128 (exchange) . £29.50
Radiator support cradle TKC 1761 ...... £16.00
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774 . . ... ..£40.00
Qil filter GFE119/150. . . ...£5.00

Heater valve 724021 . .. £18.00
Front wheel bearing kit GHK1021 .. £16.50
Front wishbone bushes 119451 (set of 8). . £10.50
Front shock absorber GSA364 . . . £20.00
Front suspension vertical link/trunnion assy . . . . £125.00

Front suspension top ball joint GSJ155 ......... £9.00
Stub axle UKC697.
Recon steering rack exchange . .
Track rod end GSJ158
Steering joint 142140/FAM1718 .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 .
Gearbox exchange ...........
Recon exchange D Type O/D Mk IV. .
Recon exchange J Type O/D Mk IV . .
Recon exchange J Type O/D 1500. . .
Rear wheel bearing kit GHK1029 . .
Early/late rear drive shaft
Recon exchange drive shaft assembly . . .
Rear shock absorber GSA385 . .
Rear leaf spring 159640 o
Recon exchange brake caliper type 14.........

Brake disc 208715
Brake disc 208715 Drilled/Grooved . . .

. £42.50 pair

Caliper repair kit inc pistons type 14. .. ... £20.50
Handbrake front cable 121766 ....£5.00
Handbrake cable end fork 104749 . . ....£3.00

Rear wheel brake cylinder -7 dia. .£12.50

Rear brake lever 123135. . . .. £6.50
Clutch slave cylinder GSY103. . £35.00
Clutch kit GCK160 ... £77.50
New distributor 1500 (exchange) . . . ...£59.00
Recon distributor 1500 (exchange). . ... £47.50
Distributor cap Mk IV, .. £6.00
HTleadset ............. .. £8.00
Recon starter motor (exchange) . . £32.50
Recon w/wiper motor (exchange) . £45.00

Universal joint with grease nipple . . .
Dash top cover 815281.....................
Seat cover set, brown houndstooth material. . . . £115.00

Gearbox tunnel retaining plate 608383. . . ..£1.80
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 613666 . . .. £3.00
Hoods original I.C.I. material inc zip window £170.00
Hoods vinyl inc zip window .. £140.00
Inertia seat belts less warning light wire . . . . £65.00 pair
Inertia seat belts less sensor OE. ......... £70.00 pair
Inertia seat belts less warning light wire Red £60.00 pair
Inertia seat belts sensor type............. £70.00 pair

Bonnet assembly Mk I1l 913766. . . .. £1,015.00
Front wings Mk 11 908113/4 ... £115.00
... £85.00

Front wings MK | 907154/5

R/H front overrider Mk | 710717 . . £42.50
Boot floor carpet Mk I/1l 810841 . .. . £35.00
Main carpet early Mk Ill new tan 819813 . . £32.50

Main carpet late Mk Il new tan 822633 . ... .. .. £27.50
Dash veneer set Mk Il 820073. . . .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 . . .
Recon Steering Rack (exchange). .
Seat belts
Recon (exchange) water pump GWP201 .
Manifold banjo bolt 145155 . .
Gearbox (exchange)
Recon exchange D Type OD ..
Clutch kit
Front suspension vertical link . . .
Front shock absorbers . .
Track rod ends ...
Rotoflex coupling 152273
Rotoflex bush kit inc tubes . . .
Brake shoe Mk I/II/Ill rotoflex GBS750 . . .
Brake shoe non rotoflex GBS746 .
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416 .. .... £20.50
Delco distributor cap
HT lead set

TRIUMPH 2000/2.5 P1/2500

Mk | front wing L/H-R/H 570195/6. .
Mk | front panel (nose cone) 903258
Mk | bonnet 903477 .
Mk Il headlamp panel 575894/ZKC1972 .. ... .. £75.00
Mk Il bonnet 910507 .. ....................

Mk Il rear lamp panel 910509

. £65.00 pair
. £29.50

£175.00
. £75.00

. £75.00

Mk I boot reinforcement panel 910505
Bonnet seal 613894 . .. ... .£12.50
Rear centre bumper (estate) plain 576530. . . . . . £97.50

Rear centre bumper (estate) for insert 917813. . . £97.50

Rear quarter bumper (saloon) plain 910158/9 . . .
Rear quarter bumper (estate) 923444/5 . ... .. ..
Rear bumper moulding (saloon) 824479 ... ...

Interior door knob 615888 .
Dash veneer set 2000TC/2500TC - ZKC1552 . . .
Dash veneer set 2000TC/2500TC - 730397.
Interior grab handle ZKC 701/711
Boot carpet 728551.............
Late Mk | 2000 steering wheel 307493. . . .
Recon power steering rack (exchange) . ......
Recon manual steering rack (exchange) .......
Gearbox (exchange) ......................

Mk Il front side/flasher lamp 216149/216150
HT lead set .
Clutch kit . ...
Recon (exchange) water pump GWP201 . ..
Rear wheel bearing kit . . .
Rear shock absorber. . .
Recon exchange brake caliper . .
Brake shoes Mk | (axle set) .. ..
Brake shoes Mk Il (axle set) GBS803.
Rear wheel cylinder GWC1205

MITE RANGE

Toledo Static SeatBelts O.E............. £35.00 pair
Front underrider XKC 83/84. ............. £25.00 pair
Rear lamp assembly 1300 FW.D. 211874 ... ... £37.50

Dolomite Rear lamp assembly R/H TKC938. . . . . £52.50
Head lamp assembly 1300/1500 Dolo (square) . . £62.50
Headlamp bow! 1300/1500 Dolo (Square) . . . ... £28.50
Rear screen rubber 913937 . . £37.50
Boot floor carpet 1300 FW.D. 617831 ... .. £17.50
Recon windscreen wiper motor (exchange) .. . . . £45.00
Dolomite 1300/1500 new exchange distributor. . . £59.00
Dolo 1300/1500 recon exch distributor . . . .. £47.50

Set of HT leads 1300/1500 ...£8.00
Set of Sprint H.T. leads. . . .. £39.50
Set of HT leads 18.50. . .. .. £12.00
Distributor cap 1300/1500 GDC136 . . .. 8475
Qil filter 1300/1500 GFE119/150 .. £5.00

Service exch oil pump 18/50 - Sprint 215573. . . . £27.00
Sprint gearbox (exchange) ................. £295.00
Sprint clutch kit
Gearbox exchange 1300/1500/18/50 .
Gearbox exchange 18/50 3 rail. . . ...
C/V joint 1500 F.W.D. 518093/UKC 1160. . . . £65.00
Front subframe mounting cup washer 138626 . . . . £7.50
Recon steering rack (exchange). . . .. £45.00

Track rod end ... £9.50
Upper steering column joint 157659 .. £36.00
Lower steering column joint FAM1718 . . . .. £22.50
Front/Rear shock absorber (Dolo). . . . .. £22.50

Toledo front shock/spring assembly . .
Front lower ball joint GSJ135/RH . . . .
Anti-roll bar mount bracket 154868. . .
Anti-roll bar mount bracket 153669. . .
Dolo recon exchange caliper. .
Brake pads Dolo/Toledo . ...................

Brake pads Sprint . ................. ...

Sprint brake shoes Original.E. GBS780 ... . .. £22.50 set
Dolo 1500/18-50 brake shoes GBS746 .. ...... £15.00
Dolo 1500/18-50 wheel cylinder GWC1502 . . . . . £13.50
Sprint wheel cylinder GWC1121.............. £13.50

Tank sender 1500HL/1850HL/Sprint 215652 . . . . £25.00

T. D. FITCHETT Ltd Fitchett (Redland) Industrial Estate, Station Hill, Oakengates, Telford, Shropshire TF2 9JX

Telephone 01952 619585/620434 Fax 01952 610510

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 am till 5.30pm. SATURDAY 8 am till 1 pm

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT, Carriage extra.

Overseas orders outside of the EEC are not subject to VAT.

Please quote original part number if available. It will help us to help you.
Complete range of overdrives built by ex-Laycock engineer. POA
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Prices correct at time of going to press

At the time of going to press we can supply most gearboxes, steering

rack and diffs for every model of Triumph car, saloon or sports, from TR4

through to TR7, Herald through to Stag.
Front struts-Stag, 2000, TR7 - Drive shafts - TR6, Stag, 2000.
Manufacturers Part No. used for reference only

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

L _J
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e had been looking
forward to our June
trip to France for
some time now.
Having met John
Curtis back in
2002, the first time we went to the Le Mans
Classic and admired his Mk2 Spitfire, we've
kept in touch, generally managing to catch up
with him at subsequent LMCs.
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www.issc.org.uk/spitfire
e-mail. spiffires.tssc@virgin.net

Suzie Singleton
Classic British Welcome or Bust

10 miles from the Bugatti Circuit. We found a
ferry booking which wouldn't cost the earth
going from Newhaven to Dieppe on LD lines
and all that was left was to check Sybil over to
get her ready for the trip.

Guy had been struggling to rectify a problem
with her rough running for some time. She was
only running on 2 cylinders so there appeared
to be a problem with the back carb. Various
seals and gaskets were replaced but on inves-
tigating further he eventually discovered

something unusual - a split in the jet.
Having replaced this with one from a
spare set of carbs she still wasn't running
right and so | suggested to Guy that
perhaps the other carb had the same
problem. Highly unlikely, he considered,
having never come across this problem
before but on investigating found that the
other jet was indeed also split! Even affer
this work she was still not quite right so
she was booked into Cadley Garage next
door for her MoT which was due just
before we left and also for some time in

We'd heard about the Classic British
Welcome (CBW) he organises and even all
those years ago had discussed the possibility
of Triumph being the theme but as previous
events had been centred around such illustri-
ous marques as Jaguar, Porsche, Aston Martin
and Ferrari we didn't know how viable the
idea would be. We shouldn't have worried
though, John got his way, bringing Triumph to
the fore for 2012, the 50th anniversary of the
Spitfire, TR4 and Vitesse - and the last year he
was intending to manage the event.

In the run up to June we made arrangements
to rent a Gite about 12 miles north of Saint
Saturnin where the CBW s held, itself about
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the tender care of Phil there who has a
knack with recalcitrant engines. She came
home somewhat better behaved after Phil
found some muck in the front float chamber -
unexpected as the front 2 cylinders had
appeared to be running ok, and Guy was
convinced the problem was somewhere in the
rear carb.

Oh well, whatever the case she was running
quite a bit more smoothly but still not perfect.

Airey Tuning

A couple of weeks before our trip we were at
the South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society
show at Queen Elizabeth Park near Petersfield
with various members of the Southern Area
and others and Richie was talking about the




success he'd had at Tom Airey's rolling road
workshop on the A272 near Winchester. Mark
Steinson had also been impressed with the
work Tom did on his Vitesse so the following
day | called to make an appointment to take
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looked these up after we got home and BP5HS
cross-reference to Champion L92YC rather
than the N9Y I've been used to looking for and
Tom suggested a 0.032" gap rather than the
standard 0.025" gap.

It was a very enjoyable morning - despite the
fine drizzle which came and went - hearing
various stories of Tom's 50+ years in this
business. He was a rally driver in the 60s and
70s and has driven and worked on so many
different vehicles and has even had a few
vintage cars through his doors.

| would have no problem in recommending
anyone in the area fo give Tom a call if they
wanted their Triumph, or other cars, tested and
tuned. | can guarantee that | have no financial
interest in this - I'm just happy to recommend
him for his years of experience - and he's a
really nice fella too!

Airey Tuning Co. Harnham House, Cheriton,

Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 ONT. Tel: 01962

Sybil down for a bit of
Airey magic. He was
fully booked that week
so we managed fo
get an appointment
for the following
Thursday at 8am - the
workshop is an hour
away from home - the
day before we were
leaving for France! Ah

771845
We do have one
other job on

Sybil to do
which is  to
have her speedo
repaired.

We're currently
observing  her
speed by use of
the rev counter or
Sat Nav as her
speedo is a litlle
haywire and
wildly optimistic

well, we figured it had
to be worth a try so up we got early that
Thursday morning and headed off southwards
- top down, of course.

We arrived just before 8am and Tom came
out to meet us then had Guy drive Sybil into the
workshop and onto the rolling road. In the next
hour and a half Tom gave her a good going
over replacing the needles and sorting out the
carb settings.

It turned out Guy had gotten her pretty close to
where she needed to be but Tom fine-tuned her
taking her from an initial 40bhp at 4800rpm to
45bhp @ 5800rpm. Initially he was going to
leave the Champion plugs in that Guy had
recently replaced but then decided that she
would be better off with NGK BP5HS ones. |

as can be seen in the photo | took on our

shakedown run after her visit to Tom.

The Journey Out
On Friday morning the last bits of packing
were done and stowed away in the car - glad
we didn't need to fit a tent and sleeping bags
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in for this trip. Although the ferry didn't leave
Newhaven until midnight we wanted to get
there in plenty of time to have a meal in town
and deciding to take a gentle cross-country
route avoiding motorways we left Wiltshire
at teatime.

The weather was getting windier and we went
through the odd shower of rain on the way
down but arrived in Newhaven about 8pm.
After driving around town for a while nothing
really caught our eye so we topped up with
petrol at the nearby Sainsbury's and went on
to nearby Seaford where we found a pub
doing a reasonably priced fish and chips so
washed that down with a drink then drove
back to the docks about 10pm and seftled
back in the car for the 2 hour wait.

Hmmm, a bit quiet here, but various cars
waiting and staff bustling about. Then we
heard one of the LD lines staff mention 'ferry
cancelled' to people in a camper parked next
to us. Ah, better go and investigate. We got
into the ferry terminal building to discover from
other voyagers in the queues that the ferry had
broken down in France and therefore the
midnight ferry would not be running. We've
travelled by LD in the past with no problems
but | must say that there didn't seem to be much
organisation about letting everyone know the
problem and the alternative options open to
us. It all seemed to be a bit of a Chinese
Whispers until, by the time we got to the
counter we'd already discovered that due to
high winds and rough seas all the Portsmouth
ferries had been cancelled that night and that
we could either wait until the following day -
hoping that the ferry would be repaired - or
drive on to Dover where we could get a DFDS
ferry (as LD have a link to them). We were
given no further information at the desk, merely
asked what we wanted to do. Not wanting to
wait for 24 hours or more we opted to go on
to Dover so got our ticket transfer chit and left
just after 10.30pm.

Checking the map it looked like the only
logical route was about 80 miles right along
the coast, the Sat Nav telling us we should do
it in 2 hours. So, off we went, roof up against
the rain which was becoming more persistent
by now, and the journey seemed to start out ok
- until 'Bella’, our unruly Sat Nav, decided to
send us off at a tangent north towards Battle
finding a very narrow lane with some almighty
potholes - one of which we hit at a speed
slightly higher than was perhaps indicated had
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we seen it in time. From there on Guy was a
aware of a bit of a wobble in the rear of the
car so we took it a litle more gently from then
on. (More on this next month) We eventually
dropped onto the M20 just before Folkestone
to see a sight we'd only ever seen on the TV
before - a stack of lorries from there all the way
into the docks about 12 miles further on.

The heavy seas had cancelled and delayed a
lot of ferries and to see hundreds, or more
likely thousands of lorries from dozens of
countries stretched out along the motorway
and then all along the roads into the docks
was something else.

We finally arrived at the Docks at 1.30am
and then it was a slow time inching along the
snaking queue, getting to the check-in booth at
2.20am where we got our next bit of fascinat-
ing news - we were getting onto a ferry to
Dunkirk rather than Calais - ok, only about 20
miles further north than Calais but considering
we set of from home expecting to do
Newhaven - Dieppe, about 100 miles on the
UK side and about 150 on the French side
each leg of our journey was pretty much to be
doubled! We were loaded onto the 10pm
sailing - running nearly 5 hours late - and left
port at 2.50am.

Anyway, we had a relatively pleasant
crossing in quite a new boat, getting our heads
down on the floor for a while to rest after the
long drive.

Arriving in France we headed off from Dunkirk
around 6am French time with the intention of
avoiding all toll roads and motorways, partic-
ularly as Sybil still wasn't keen on doing too
high speeds, and anyway what was the point
of blasting down a French péage when we
could see much more of the country and enjoy
the scenery and the quiet roads.

We went on for a couple of hours then found
a cafe in one small town for coffee and got
fresh croissants from the bakery and some
orange juice from a small grocery to complete
our breakfast.

By keeping a close eye on the map and Bella
| managed to get her to navigate us a route
which avoided busy roads and Rouen, having
lunch en route in a pretty village square and
finally reaching Beaumont Sur Sarthe, the
nearest fown to our destination in time fo get in
a few basics at the supermarket.

We then continued on to the small farmyard
complex which was to be our base for the next
week arriving just before 6pm -12 hrs since we



left Dunkirk.

This was an attractive set of 400 year old
stone farm buildings, restored over several
years by a very nice lady from the Isle of
Wight called Rosemary.

We were sharing the complex with Rosemary,
a French couple next door, someone involved
with the 24 hr race opposite, 3 chickens, a
small white dog, a cat called Felix (who visited
us each evening for a saucer of milk) and a
litle grey Fergie tractor. After such a long
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the next morning for fresh croissants and
baguettes and later in the day went out to
explore some of the back roads and villages in
the area, repeating this routine each of the
next few days and finding some lovely Spitfire
driving roads. On Monday we did venture into
Le Mans intending to explore the old town but
all those steps did rather put me off, still being
a bit wary of too much walking on my recently
healed ankle although we did venture up them

and had a stroll through the
cathedral. It did, however, give us
a quick photo opportunity with the
cathedral as backdrop.

Pit Visit
We had made contact with John
Curtis but didn't manage to catch
up with him until later in the week.
However, in the meantime he had
sent us an invitation to join a
group going into the pits at Le
Mans to meet some of the drivers

journey all we needed was
some supper, a glass or two
of an inexpensive supermar-
ket vin blanc and then to bed
to sleep through the night
without the need for an early
start.

We headed into Beaumont

and see the cars. We duly went along to the
Circuit that evening and joined a group of
about 15 cars including 3 other Spitfires and a
TR3A parked just outside the circuit.

We were led across the road, through a
turnstile and then under the track and round to
the pits. We had no idea what to expect but
found 100s more people there already
wandering along the bays collecting signed
photos and posters from the drivers of each of
the cars due to be taking to the track the
following weekend for the 24 hour race. So,
we joined in the fray and gathered our own
collection of such items. We've both thorough-
ly enjoyed each of the Le Mans Classic events
we've been to but the modern 24 hour race
doesn't have any real attraction to me so I'm
afraid that none of the names of the drivers,
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and only about half of the cars really reg-
istered with me.

There was commentary running the
whole time although most of it was in
French but one exchange with a British
driver in English gave us the information
that it was the coldest Le Mans race in

days of exploring the countryside around
Beaumont finding some good looking
buildings - and some not so - and even
coming across a tank and a monument out
on the edge of a forest road. A bit of
Googling on our return revealed it to be a
memorial to soldiers of the 2nd Armored
Division, commanded by General Leclerc,
who fell in battle for the liberation of
Mezieres-sur-Ballon on 10 August 1944, the

Sherman tank having
been donated by the
Ministry of Defence in
1996

Thursday set-up at

Saint Saturnin

On Thursday we went to
the Community Centre at
Saint Saturnin where the
CBW was to be held to
take some TSSC bunting
for the exhibition hall
and to meet up with John,
Colin Bryce (another ex-
pat who I'd been in touch
with regarding Triumph
videos which he was

about 20 years! Anyway, the rain got heavier
and heavier while we were there and, not
having been foresighted enough to take a
brolly with us the attrac-

able to transfer to DVD to show during the
CBW), and the Jigsaw team. Mark & Jo
Field and Alistair Pugh had gone down in

tion of being on
hallowed ground did pall
after a while so we
headed back out to the
car and then back home
to the Gite for a hot bath
and to light the wood
burning stove there - in
June! Hard to believe
that two years ago at the
Classic we were desper-
ately seeking bags of ice
to cool us down from the
40 degree temperatures.

We had a couple more
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together in better shape than it
was before!

As you can see from the
pictures, we have now finished
completely dismantling the car
and stripped the chassis
totally. Simon and Tim worked
well as team stripping the front
end suspension and mountings.
Clearly some of these had not
been touched since the car was
first made nearly 50 years
ago! | set about the rear end
with supervision from Tim and
Simon, which was a good

the motorhome towing ADU 1B safely tucked
away in her trailer. Mark and Alistair were
taken into Le Mans to pick up a hire car and
they arrived back just in time for lunch. We
had been invited fo join the team preparing the
site for the event for their lunch and we had a
very enjoyable time. Several long tables and
dozens of chairs had been set out on the
terrace of the main building and we all
enjoyed the 4 course lunch (pate, roast
chicken, cheese and fruit tart) accompanied by
several boxes of wine. Afterwards we headed
back to the gite to relax for the rest of the day
- amazing that the team were able to get up
and go back to work to set the place up!

ADU was taken into the Exhibition Hall and
given pride of place in the centre of it. John
had arranged for several other Spitfires and
TRs to be displayed there too and had rounded
up one of each of the first 4 Spitfire models but

thing really as | had never done
anything like that before. It is good for a
novice such as | to understand how all the
various bits of our cars work without the body
being in place. Not something you get the
chance to do all that often!

One good thing that pleased us all was the
condition of the chassis, which s
excellent. With the exception of the 'Out
Riggers', there is no rust whatsoever and it is
perhaps testimony as fo the way in which the
car has been cocooned for the past 20 years
as to why the chassis is a good as it is.

One area that is perhaps not so good is the
'Out Riggers'. I've leant that it is common with
our chassis based cars that over the years they
have consistently been jacked up with lifting
gear placed in the wrong position and they
are also vulnerable to corrosion caused by the
water and mud thrown up from the front
wheels. Hence the Out Riggers we have look

was, unfortunately, unable to get
a 1500 as those he knew would
be attending would be needed
outside in order fo join the Parade
to Le Mans later in the day.

And now an Update from
David Embery on the
Shropshire Spitfire Project
over to you David.

| guess with any project there
comes a time when you stop
going down hill and instead turn
the corner ready to embark on the

return journey. It is pleasing to
report that this is where we now are with the
Shropshire Spitfire. So from here on in, we
start doing the good stuff and putting it all back

more like something | used to make in Junior
school with Plasticine! The metal was all bent
and had gone soft. It took very little effort to
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as many of our fellow TSSC
members as possible in terms of
raising the funds we will need to
complete the project.  Our
proposal is to therefore have a
50/50 raffle draw on both
Saturday and Sunday. Tickets
will cost £1 with 50p going to
the project and 50p going to
each day's prize fund. At the end
of each day there will be a draw
and the winner will take the prize
fund and the rest will go towards
the restoration of the Shropshire
Spitfire! At the moment, this is still

puncture it and once inside we found out that
at some time in the past the original 'Out
Riggers' had been replaced but not by cutting
them off and replacing with good new ones.
No, the original ones had simply been left in
place with new ones welded in place over the
top. The result being that what remains of the
original 'Out Riggers' was found in the form of
many 'corn flake' bits of rustl Well that can
now be easily sorted but it is another interest-
ing tale that has unveiled itself as we have
gone through the project.

As you can see, we did succeed and the
chassis has now gone off to TSSC Shropshire
Group colleague Dave Spence. He is
arranging to have the chassis totally stripped
of all its paint and muck accumulated over the
past 5 decades. The appropriate protection
will then be applied to make sure it remains in
as good a condition as possible for the years
to come. Very many thanks to Dave for volun-
teering to arrange this!

Our thoughts now turn to the way forward
and with it being the 50th Anniversary of the
Spitfire, our infention is to have a stand at the
Stafford International Show in August. | know
that many TSSC Members have been following
our story in the Courier and we wanted a
chance to show people in more detail what we
have achieved so far. It is also important that
we remember why we are doing all of this!
The Shropshire Hospice, like so many other
hospices around the country do a fantastic job
for families and individuals in very difficult cir-
cumstances. When you consider the work
that they do and that it is without
direct Government funding, the more
deserving of our support they become.

It is also true that we do need some help from
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in the planning stage but all
being well we should be ready for Stafford! |
truly hope that we'll get to meet as many of you
there as possible and the Shropshire Spitfire
project can take its rightful place in the overall
50th birthday celebration of the modell
Therefore, if you are coming to Stafford,
please do drop by and meet the guys from
TSSC Shropshire and what we are doing to
aid the Shropshire Hospice, it will be fantastic
to meet as many of you as possible.

Look forward to seeing you therel!

David

Thanks for that David. More on the trip and

the Classic British Welcome itself next month
but for now | just want to leave you with a
reminder to get those Spitfires out and to take
them to Stafford for the TSSC International on
the 18th and 19th August to celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of the Spitfire this year.

And Finally I've just had a call from new
TSSC member Jon Dorsett on the south coast
who is looking to buy a Mk2 Spitfire. | said |
would put a call out in these pages in case
anyone has one they're thinking of selling.
He's looking for something either up and
running on the road, or a project that is
nearing completion - no basket cases please. If
you have such a car and would like to contact
Jon his contact details are as follows: Tel:
01903 742212 or email: alisoninthecoun
try@btinternet.com. Jon mentioned that ideally
he would love to get his old car back but
knows that's a tall order, however, if anyone
can shed any light on the current or recent
whereabouts of a 1967 Mk2 Spitfire, HCG
713E, Royal Blue when Jon had it, he would
be very grateful.



JIGSAW

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS

... for Spares, Servicing & MOT’s, Repairs and Restorations
covering Standard, Fast Road, Performance & Race Cars
Unit G Harlow Ho, Shelton Road, Willowbrook Ind Est, Corby NN17 SXH

Tel: 01536 400300  Website: www.jigsawracingservices.co.uk
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hen | first started
out on  this
journey to have
my GTé restored
| never thought
for one minute
that there would be so many twists and
turns but as we all find out when you start
to modify something there is always

GT6 Mk |- I

www.issc.org.uk/gté
e-mail. gt6@tssc.org.uk

Andy Wood
Performance Exhausts

- Il Register

pointless and 6-3-1 is the way to go and
finally 6 into 1 for racing.

So which is it 6-2-1, 6-3-1or 6-1 the
answer is in the cam, it's all of them just
a case of what you want to do.
Six-cylinder and 12-cylinder engines are
inherently balanced and even
firing.  That is, for an inline-six (I-6)
cylinder engine, the firing order is such
that cylinders fire alternating between the

something else to
consider too.

What | thought
was going to a
straight  forward
Bolt on modifica-
tion was not so,
sometimes you can
read too much on
a subject 'less is

more as they say'
or 'ignorance is bliss 'take your pick.

So maybe I've be reading too much!
That's why I'm going to start at the
beginning of the end.

The exhaust manifold design, or exhaust
header design has a major effect on
engine performance as we all know, and
plays an important role in car tuning I'll
use the term header to give credit to Chris
Cancelli who designed and made the
exhaust system that's on my GT6 header
being the term they use in the USA.

For an overview; with a é port head, you
can model three possibilities: 6-2-1
(usually the best solution), but not
according to some as they reckon it's
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front 3 and rear three cylinders with a
separation of 120 degrees (720/6). The
cylinders of a V-6, engine, typically
arranged in a 60 degree "V", fire in an
alternating fashion between banks also
with 120 degree separation. A V-12 is
essentially two |-6s (or two V-6s) joined
together at the hip, with cylinders firing
in an alternating fashion from bank-to-
bank separated by 60 crank degrees
(720/12). The melodical sound of a
Ferrari V-12 is testimony to the even
firing nature of these engines. Typically,
I-6 exhausts are setup as two 3-1
headers. The front 3 cylinders are
combined into one collector and the rear



3 into another. A V-6 engine normally
has a 3-1 collected system on each
bank. A V-12 typically has two such
setups (4 x 3-1 headers). In many cases,
the 3-1's are combined into a final 2-1

resulting in a single exhaust pipe from

each bank of 6 cylinders. (This explana-
tion was pulled of the internet and no |
don't have an engineering degree, but if
Ferrari use it must be good)

There's a lot of Science involved in this
and it will talk about many things such as
speed of pressure wave propagation,
reverse pressure, engine RPM , scaveng-
ing to name a few.

Bottom line is that you have to use theory
to get the primary pipe lengths and
diameters in the ballpark and then test,
test, test. In terms of exhaust header
design, both the primary pipe diameter
and primary pipe length will determine
the engine's overall power band as well
as its peak power point.

So on a six-cylinder engine, the primary
exhaust pipes from cylinders 1, 2, and 3
should join into one collector and the
primary pipes from cylinders 4, 5, and 6
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should join into another collector.

An exhaust manifold with shorter primary
pipes would provide better low-end torque.
And with short primary pipes this will help
with acceleration. A Y-pipe could then be
used to join the two collectors before
feeding into the front pipe. The primary
pipes in the exhaust manifold should match
the exhaust port diameter on the cylinder
head; a primary pipe that is slightly larger
than the exhaust port is better.

Remember, however, A thinner manifold
wall (as you get with stainless steel bespoke
headers) would have greater exhaust heat
loss. So we're back to fuel evaporation to
due to the extra heat given away.

One option is to paint them with Matt Black
high temperature paint, heat wrap can
look a mess and holds in moisture and if
you've using on mild steel it will just aid
them to rot!

Another thing to think about is when you
remove that great big chunk of a cast iron
header it was also helping as a heat sink -
you just can't win can you. Toodle-loo

Andy
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efore  this  month’s
random  meanderings,
it's time for my annual
Stafford appeall The last
two years have seen
record numbers of “Big
Sixes” entering the concours at Stafford,
which is a trend | am really keen to see
continue. Entry forms and details of concours
rules are in the Courier, or you can enfer on
Saturday at the Concours Desk in Bingley
Hall. If nothing else, it's a good excuse to
give your car a good clean and polish. Don't
worry if you think your car isn't “up to scratch”
as the judges are always on hand with
friendly advice.

| think it’s fair to say that Horatio, our 1972

BIG SALOON Register

www.tssc.org.uk/bigsaloon
e-mail. bigsaloon@tssc.org.uk

Mark Blease
Fuel for Thought

really surprised. Increasingly large flakes of
the black coating found their way into the filter
and during a trip to the Standard Triumph
Marque Day at Prescott Hill earlier this year |
was blighted by nine breakdowns, all caused
by the outlet in the fuel tank becoming
fully blocked.

Most tank sealants have now been reformu-
lated to make them ethanol-resistant, but to
apply a new coating | would obviously have
to remove all traces of the old one. Access to
the inside of the tank is tricky to say the least,
the largest opening being that provided for
the gauge sender unit. | devised a cunning
plan - | would use ratchet straps to secure the
tank to the front of a cement mixer (Photo 1),

2000 saloon, has had more than
his  fair  share  of  fuel
problems. Four years ago, when
he was first awoken from his
eighteen year sleep, his tank had
been badly affected by internal
condensation which had resulted in
a lot of rust some of which was
flaky and loose. After a few break-
downs due to the tank outlet
becoming blocked, | removed the
tank, cleaned it using chemical
cleaning agents and lots of
pressure washing, and once dry
treated it to a coat of tank sealer.

This treatment lasted for three years but
recently | noticed black specks appearing in
the inline fuel filter. It was clear that the
coating had failed, and after reading about
increased levels of ethanol in petrol, | wasn't
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throw some sharp gravel into the tank, switch
on and leave turning until: the tank was spot-
lessly clean, or the neighbours called the
Noise Abatement Society.

In principle, it seemed like a fantastic



idea. The gravel would scour its way around
the inner surface of the tank, leaving clean
shiny metal, and at the end of the process |
could empty the gravel with all the contami-
nants, give the tank a good wash out, and
once dry apply the new coating. In principle
yes... in reality, nol The gravel | had used
proved to be a little less robust than I'd
hoped, breaking apart in the tank
and leaving small pieces embedded
in the internal tank seams. New tank
required! Luckily | managed to find a
new-old-stock tank at a local car
show and fitted that instead.

However | still had serious doubts
about the design of Triumph's
original fuel outlet on these tanks - it
seemed too easy to block. The outlet
consists of a short length of steel pipe
which connects to a rubber pipe
leading away to the front of the
car. At the tank end, the steel pipe is
sealed using a nut and olive arrange-
ment, similar o a compression fitting used on
domestic central heating. On my tank, and
I'm sure on many others, the end of the steel
tube finished flush with the floor of the tank,
meaning any particles or sediment could
easily block the pipe, leading to the problems
| had encountered.

| decided there must be a better way.

BIG SALOON Register

| purchased a length of 5/16" copper tubing,
a standard size for microbore plumbing tube,
and a new nut and olive; these are the same as
those used on fuel pumps, the part numbers
being 60142 and TL8 respectively. Microbore
tubing is very soft so to grip it, | pushed a
length of copper brake pipe over it (Photo 2)

allowing a vice to grip them without causing
too much distortion. | drilled the tubing at
intervals (Photo 3] and marked the tube so that
on fitting, the lowest of these drilled holes
would be close to the retaining nut, minimising
any reduction in tank capacity. My theory was
that the fuel could find its way out of the tank
through any of these holes, and since the open

end of the tube no longer
lay flush with the bottom
of the tank, any future
contamination in the tank
would be far less likely to
block the outlet.

| double-checked that
the projecting  tube
would not foul the sender
unit float, and fitted the
new take-off to the
tank.  Being microbore
tubing, it is easy to bend
neatly to mate up with
the existing  rubber
tube.  The difference
between the original and
new take-offs can be
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there is a really
healthy flow of
fuel under gravity
alone. Of course
this method does
allow  particles
from the tank
through the fuel
line more readily,
so make sure
there is a good
inline filter fitted,
preferably with a
clear glass body
such as those
available  from
the Club Shop, so
you can keep an
eye on things.

seen in Photo 4. Since fitting | haven’t experi-
enced any problems, and find when discon-
necting the inline fuel filter in the engine bay,

See you all at Stafford!

Mark

JY Classics Lid

Haleacre Workshops, Watchet Lane, Little Kingshill, Bucks, HP16 ODR

Service, Restoration & Sale of
Triumph Sports

* TR, Spitfire, GT6, Herald, itk
Vitesse sfmmhmii"p'.!{s

* Pre-purchase inspections e
nationwide

e Cars bought and sold

Tel: 01494 866087 E-mail: sales@jyclassics.co.uk

www.jyclassics.co.uk
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leoods& Guaranteed
by Precise Fit
£51.95 CAR HOODS
Massive Selection of Original
Quality Car Hoods

Take care wgen purchasing a new
ior car hood. Standards in quality,
SuPerl!? originality and most importantly
Quality standarg of fit can vary enormous-
ly between different suppliers. As
market leaders you can be
assured that Prestige Hoods are
the finest available offering a vast
choice of colours and materials.

Our range of materials, options and special
offer prices is too vast to print here. Phone for
free samples, brochure and full price list or see
our web site for full details .

CARPET SETS - SEAT COVERS - TRIM PANELS

UNBEATABLE Full
DEALS!  sg¥hom
Prestige Carpet Sets  £64.95
Available in original quality
de-luxe tufted pile or
Superior Quality 100%
Wool Pile plus under
carpet sound deadening
kits.
Replacement Seat Covers
Available in vinyl or
leather plus interior trim
panel sets.
Ask for our full price list
and samples or visit our

Pair seat
covers from

Interior Trim Packages

ite for ils. EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE
mib S&frar%eefu”oﬂﬁ}a"bi UNBEATABLE PACKAGE!
g ¥ i Carpet Set, Sound Deadening, Seat Covers
amazed at the vast choiCe - & Trim Panels in a wide range of colours to create the interior of
and the exceptional price  your choice. Call for price list or see web site for full details

savingstiatcomelwith www.PrestigeAutotrim.com

buying  direct  from

Rresige. Prestige Autotrim Products Ltd.
Oak Tree Place, Expressway Business Park, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH42 1NS, England.
Tel: 0151-643 9555 Fax: 0151-643 9634




Paris 4 Tivmph Cars

Range available - Spitfire, TR2-8,
Herald, Vitesse
GT6, Dolomite, Stag

0121 544 4444

Www.mg-tr-parts.co.uk

British Motor
Heritage Approved

Don't forget to visit our website with online
ordering available!!

A comprehensive part listing along with fully
functional SEARCH option to find the exact
part you're looking for.

A secure and safe way to order your parts.
NOW WITH TRADE FACILITIES.
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Acclaim Register

wwwi.tssc.org.uk/acclaim
e-mail. benbroadbent@btinternet.com

Ben Broadbent
Cheap Motoring

A year’s motoring for under £500, now is that cheap motoring?

ello, again. This month
I'm grateful to Chris
Gunby for an article
about his experiences
during the last 12
months with his
Acclaim. This is what Chris had to say:
After reading your Acclaim article about tyres
efc., | thought | would drop you a note about
my Acclaim. My first experience with my
Acclaim started a bit before most people’s, |
imagine, in fact | was a twelve year old school
boy. My friend’s Grandma, who lived at the
end of the road, had a brand new Triumph

Acclaim shining, outside on the drive and it
wasn't long before we were getting taken to
school in the car on a regular basis.

Fast forward twenty seven years to 2010 | got
a email from the same friend asking if | was

still into Triumphs as his Gran wanted to get
44

sell hers, surely she still didn’t have the same
onel!l It took me 6 months to go and have a
look, and there it was sitting in the garage as it
had all its life, only this time it was nine years
since it had moved.

The deal was done for £100 and | became the

owner of XFP87Y, originally, bought
new from Sturgess in Leicester, still
with all its original stickers number
plates etc, and with only 28,000
miles on the clock . (pic 1) | was told
at the time that the car had never
been out of Leicestershire.
The car was put straight in for an
MOT. It failed of course. With a
number plate bulb, a new rear
exhaust box and a tiny bit of
welding, it was legal again for £50. (pic 2)
My friends daughter needed a car to learn to
drive in that was automatic, so off went the car
to Nottingham for a few months so that
Charlotte could get experience and pass her
driving fest first time. During this time the car



was taken to Stafford 2011.

It was one of four
Acclaims there last
year, (pic 3) but
one of them caught
my eye as it had
some very nice
wheels that looked
very Triumph, but |
hadn’t seen before.

After asking the owner which Triumph the
wheels were off, he laughed and told me a
BMW mini bought from ebay . (sorry no
picture] (Well, BMW do own the Triumph
name)

I managed to get four brand new steel BMW

mini wheels with brand new Michelin tyres for
£80 pounds, a bargain or what? | like the look
of them, as they are 15-inch rims rather than
the old 13-inch standard wheels (pic 4) , they
fill the wheel arch nicely and have transformed
the handling of the car.

So now a year on its MOT time again, Rita
as she is now known, has done 8,000 miles

this year having just got back from
Spa in Belgium with the club .

As well as being used as a daily
hack the Acclaim has been to lots of
club events all around the country. My
experience of Acclaim ownership has
been great so far it has only let me
down once with dirt in the carbs.
| have managed to bring a Triumph
back to life and run it for 12 months

for under £500 pounds,
that's got to be cheap
motoring. (pic 5)

Quote of the year as the
car was being driven out
of Spa circuit "that must be
the rarest classic here this
weekend " well with only
thirty four on the road at
the  minute he was

probably right.

Did I say that the Acclaim is doing 8 fo the
gallon more than my diesel Audi allroader!!!!
Thanks Chris, £500 for the year is fantastical-
ly cheap motoring, especially, as Acclaims
seem to be selling for about £1000 at the
moment and raising! The Acclaim is a great
comfortable drive with a nice interior, (pic 6) as
| said before in these pages. They make an
excellent daily drive.

So ownership gives cheap driving of a
Triumph every day of the year.

So go on, get yourself an Acclaim, as your
everyday car. Get rid of that eurobox!! Well
that's all for this month. Take care and JUST
DRIVE IT, without any worries.

Ben
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BOND EQUIPE Register

ell actually, | think
| tell a lie in the
titte as | can
remember Patrick
Rinderknecht

bringing his 2 litre
coupe over from Switzerland fo earlier Bond
Camping weekends, however, Frank Bosmans
came over to join us at Midsummer Madness

with his friend, Koen, in his 2 litre 4s.

This year we had 7 Equipes join us over the
weekend: Frank in his 4s, Dave Westgate in
his 2 litre convertible, Dave and Amanda

www.tssc.org.uk/bondequipe
e-mail. bond.equipe@virgin.net

Guy Singleton

1 International Bond Camping Weekend
AKA Midsummer Madness 2012

52 FMO. Oh, and lastly | took my 2 litre con-
vertible towing the Biod caravan and Suzie
drove my white 2+2 towing the ‘new’ small
fibreglass trailer we found a few months ago.
Unfortunately Dave and Paul and Nicky were
only able to join us for one night each so we
never did manage to get all 7 Equipes lined up
in one go but we did manage 5 of them lined
up on Sunday.
The run through
Wiltshire  crossed
the Kennet and
Avon Canal a
number of times
and 4 (and a
glimpse of a 5th) of
the 8 Wiltshire
white horses were
seen. On the return
from the run Frank
mentioned a slight
noise on and off power, this gave me a chance
to drive a LHD Equipe so | drove it home to
Bondhenge so that we could jack the car up and
look at the problem — a very strange feeling with

Abbitt bravely bringing
a car each from Kent —
Amanda in the 2 litre
convertible and Dave
with Wotan, the yellow
2 litre coupe towing
their Portafold caravan,
and Paul and Nicky
Bower and daughters
with their green 2+2,
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the pedal positions and gear change in the

“wrong” place!

We jacked the car up and
found that the diff/driveshaft
bolts were loose on the right
hand side. | then found that
when Frank had swapped
over the running gear to the 2
litre version he had inadver-
tently used the wrong sized
bolts (using the ones for the
1200cc car) so we replaced
the bolts with the correct ones
— result — no more of those
nasty noises!

| believe everyone had a
good time over the weekend
despite the weather — very wet
and windy overnight on

Saturday - Frank’s gazebo collapsed and
landed on his tent so he had to get up at 4.30am
to sort it out. In an adjacent pop-up tent Koen
slept through and did not notice! We heard from

Frank that he had got back home ok
but not before the lovely English
summer weather had one last throw —
he went through a large puddle
shortly after leaving us which got the
electrics wet. After drying out the
ignition he got it going on 4
cylinders, then eventually all 6 came
back on line, allowing them to get
back to Dover and their ferry on time.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone
who came, and also to our hosts, Pete
and Gwen who got their vintage
Bentley out of the garage and let
Frank drive it round the field — guess

who now wants a Bentley!
So, after the success of this year’s event a

date for your 2013 diary — we intend running
Midsummer Madness on 21st to 23rd June
2013 - let's get plenty of those Equipes out to
help celebrate the Equipes 50th Anniversary.
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Triumph Sports Six
Club Members Insurance

Should the unthinkable happen,
we've got you covered.

Agreed Value Cover for peace of mind.

The true worth of your insurance cover is only realised when there is a need to
make a claim.

At Footman James we understand the true value of your classic and will work with you
and your club to ensure your pride and joy is covered to reflect this value.

Don't get caught out when a claim arises. Agree the true value of your classic and relax.
Should the unthinkable happen, we've got you covered.

Extended Agreed Valuation Periods
* 3 year valuation period for cars over 15 years old
* 4 year valuation period for cars over 20 years old

Specialist Policy Options
We recognise the need to provide a range of insurance options to suit the individual
needs of the Triumph Sports Six Club members.

Call today on our dedicated Triumph Sports Six Club phone line to discuss your
insurance needs. Our highly experienced and friendly staff are here to assist you.

FOOTMAN
JAMES

Insurance specialists. At your service.

= 0843 357 1790

Why insure with
Footman James?

Footman James offer
discounted insurance rates
to all Triumph Sports Six
Club members.

Our classic car insurance
policies include as standard;

UK & European Breakdown Recovery
Motor Legal Protection
European Travel Insurance

Personal Injury following Road Rage
& Carjacking

Policy options;

® Multi-vehicle Insure a minimum of
three cars (majority classic) on a
single policy and save money

® Limited Mileage Limit your annual
mileage and enjoy a lower premium

® Laid Up Cover Covers your vehicle,
accessories & spare parts when
stored in locked premises, also whilst
being exhibited or at a repairer’s
premises

Your club membership

entitles you to;

10% discount on Modern
Car Insurance

5% discount on Modern
Motorcycle Insurance

10% discount on Classic
Motorcycle Insurance

5% discount on Home &
Contents Insurance

Footman James is a trading name of Aon Limited, which

is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services
Authority in respect of insurance mediation activities only.
Telephone calls may be monitored o recorded for your
protection. FP 5743.06.09




Club Exclusive Ticket Deal!

“Advance Offer” Book today- Save £’s & heat the queues!

16 17 18 NOV

The Footman James M t
Eys;

MO'Is'f_I)gv?IKE
100s of fa;m;sic hikes ’7’8 N[ﬂ, Bi"””.”yllﬂm

& live bike action!

Call or book online 871 230 1088

Calls cost 10p per minute pIus network extras

www.necclassicmotorshow.com

Tickets also allow FREE entry into The Footman
James Classic Motorbike Show

Cars for Sale | Live Stage | Auction | Restoration Theatre | Autojumble | 100s of Trade Stands | Dream Rides

Over 1500 Amazing Classic Cars

@ Club Single £16.50 Quote code 20125C e Club Family £35.00 Quote code 2012FC
Footman James Classic Motor Show tickets also allow FREE entry into the FJ Classic Motorbike Show.
Club offers apply to Sat 17th/Sun18th November 2012 only.
Club Single ticket offer limited to 2 tickets per member. Club Family ticket admits 2 adults and up to 3 children (5-16yrs) and
is limited to one Family Ticket per member. Club single tickets save £5.00 off the Sat/Sun door price. Club Family tickets save
up to £39.50! off the Sat/Sun door price compared to buying individually! Offer applies to advance bookings only. Hand in
your ticket stub or voucher to your club at the show and your club gets a commission! See website for all information. All bookings are
subject to a single transaction fee. Ticket price includes the official showguide to the value of £7.50. All information correct at time of publishing.

Sponsored by Offcil Partner In Associaton with
Footman SVERSTONE !
J CLARION
,,,,,, i EVENTS
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SPITFIRE MkIV/1500 Register

e-mail.
spitmk4and1500@tssc.org.uk

Derek Ford

Low Mileage Survivor

his months guest
vehicle belongs to
Robin Kenyon
from Shrewsbury.

Robin sent his IVR to me last year so
sorry for the delay. Robin informs
me that his car has 45,000 miles on
the clock which has been confirmed
with all the MOT certificates. In fact
it has only done 200 miles in the
last 10 years (sounds like my own
Spitfire) It was purchased from the
original owner who was married to
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a WW?2 Spitfire Pilot. The car was registered in
June 1973 but has a commission number very
close to being tax exempt. Time to give Trudi a
call Robin and hopefully she can give you some
good news. | hope you can put some decent
mileage on the clock now Robin if we ever get
a summer for you to enjoy her.

If any of you do get the chance of some
mileage and have a good story on your car,
why not drop me an email and I'll do my best
to feature it in a future Courier.

Derek.

SPITFIRE MkIV/1500 Register

MEV SPARES

PARTS FOR ALL TRIUMPHS

Spitfire Herald GT6 Vitesse Dolomite Stag TR2 TR3 TR4 TR5 TR6
TR7 Triumph 2000 & 2.5

** Proudly announcing our new website **

WIWWW.MEVSPARES.CO.UK

+ Paypal & Cards accepted. Postage Calculated online - Instantly

+ No More getting overcharged or waiting for “Request Total from Seller”
+ 1500 Litings - All with Pictures & In Depth Descriptions

+ Knowledgeable enthusiast and Triumph owner - Available all Hours

+ Spending over £100 or Repeat Customer? Lets Haggle!!

Tel : 01580 201 681 / 078950 52973 Anytime!
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CLUB SHOP NEWS

Tel. 01858 434424 web. www.tssc.org.uk
e-mail. clubshop@tssc.org.uk

by Garth Jupp

Price Reductions

| am pleased to announce that we are able
to reduce the prices on the majority of our
clothing range offered in the shop.

Bomber Jackets were £32.50 - Now £27.00
Polo Shirts short sleeve were £11.95
Now £8.50
Polo shirt long sleeve were £15.50
Now £12.75
Baseball caps were £8.95 - Now £7.40
Fleeces remain the same at £22.25 as they
were already reduced, and also the last few

Rugby shirts are available at £18.00

Special Offers

Each month we will have a special offer that
runs for the month of the Courier edition it is
shown in.

This month the special offer is for Bell 6
cylinder tubular stainless steel
manifolds for the early "MK 1 " 2 litre
engines. The normal price is £444, for
August only these will be on sale for £304
a saving of almost a third!

Hurry as we only have five at this reduced
price. (Note these prices can not be used with
the 5% Stafford offer, however you can order
them for collection at Stafford thereby saving
you the postage)

Finally on prices don't forget the price
matching that the Club Shop now offers.

Catalogue Correction

On page 19 of the current catalogue there
are two price errors, the Automec silicon
brake fluid should be £32 for 1 litre and £19
for 1/2 litre.

GT6 Drop Glass

There has only been one more expression of
interest, now making it up to 19, come on, one
more and | will start the ball rolling.

Club Shop Web Site

Just a reminder that to get the members prices
you MUST BE LOGGED IN, if you don't see
the following in the

left hand side of

the web page you

are not logged in

It will say Hi, and

then your name, if

it does you will get

members prices, if

not you will be

charged 20%

more. If it looks

like the picture below then you are NOT
logged in

E-mailing the Club Shop

Lastly if you need to contact the shop to ask
advice or have a question over something you
have purchased, please use the club shop
email as that comes directly to me, if you send
it o info@tssc.org.uk then it has to be sent on
to me and there may be a bit of a delay.

So please use clubshop@tssc.org.uk
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SPECIALS Register

www.tssc.org.uk/specials
e-mail. specials@tssc.org.uk

Trevor Collett
Cabinet Decision

magine you were presented with a
car chassis complete with running
gear, like, say, that of a Triumph
Herald, and asked to build a body on
it — what material would you choose
to build it withe Back in 1958,
Standard Triumph decided to use steel, and
turned out many hundreds of Heralds to sell to
discerning car buyers from May 1959.

A few years later a company called Bond,
presented with the same question, chose to use
different materials for different parts of its
Equipe - steel for the bulkhead and fibreglass
(glass reinforced plastic) for the front end. The
choice between steel and GRP is not clear cut —
don't be led to think that

Then there’s Kevlar and similar hitech com-
posites. What about wood?

You've seen the pictures so you've already
worked out where my intro is leading. For no
particular reason I've raided my photo archive
and collected together some Triumph-based,
home-built cars for which the builders chose to
use wood, not just for the infernal structure but
for the final finish.

The car 695 CRK appeared in my column in
October 1995 following my meeting with it at
a club event earlier that year.

| don't know very much about it other than it
was based on a Spiffire chassis and was,
according to the owner, built in about 1965 by

steel is best just because
it is the most commonly
used.  Steel’s biggest
strength, actually, is not
its strength, GRP s
stronger in many ways,
but it is the ease steel
can be pressed to
shape, for mass produc-
tion. Many car
companies, like Lotus for
example, would choose
GRP over steel.

There are other
materials you might
consider to build your
car body.  Aluminium

has been used quite successfully; you can form
it and it doesn’t rust; welding bits together isn’t
particularly easy though.
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a shipwright in Devon. The car was known as
the Cawthorne Special.
Vehicle RBH 357D is the Denners Special,



SPECIALS Register

Over 600 mahogany strips
were used. To keep costs down
the hardwood was scrounged
from friends and the local tip.
These odd bits were cut and
planed into the strips required.
The alloy sheet used to line the
cockpit and the engine compart-
ment came from a scrap com-
mercial cooker.

The steering wheel was made

which appeared in the March 1996 edition.
Apparently the builder, one K J Denner from

up from blocks of hardwood,
shaped by file then epoxy bonded to alloy
spokes screwed to the Triumph boss. The
upholstery was made on an old industrial
sewing machine bought for £10. He even
made his own fibreglass mudguards.

At the time | was in communication with K J
Denner he was 65 years old.

In April 1998 | published some photos, which
were sent fo me from America, of an extraordi-
narily beautiful, GTé-chassised, wooden-
bodied car. The car, then only part built, was
to become known the Bermuda. | had pictures
of the completed car in September 1998. The
builder of this wondrous creation was Roger
Cawthorne, apparently the same man
responsible for the Cawthorne Special above.

Devon, was inspired to build
this car after seeing the
Cawthorne Special.

The car was built on a
Spitfire  rolling  chassis,
bought as an abandoned
restoration project. The body
was made from émm
plywood  over  wooden
frames at the back and steel
hoops at the front. Two

layers of 1x1/8 mahogany
strips were glued, at right angles to each other,
to the ply. It was hand sanded and finished
with floor seal for protection.

In my recent web surfacing | have come across
a contemporary reference this car — it seems
that it is currently on display, or was a few
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months ago anyway, in a privately owned car
museum in Moscow, yes that Moscow, in
Russia. There must be quite a story here,
Devonian shipwright builds two extraordinary
wooden-bodied cars, one in Devon and the
second in America; then the second car
somehow gefs to Russia. If | was a proper
motor journalist | would research all this
properly and bring the full details — but I'm not,
so | can't, for now, anyway.

As for the fourth wooden-bodied marvel

pictured below, all | know about POU935G is
that it appeared in The Sun newspaper in
2006. Apparently it was built on a Herald
chassis by Mike Morris, an ex-cabinet maker
from Blackpool, and the wood is mahogany.

There you have it, four fabulous examples of
the art of Special building; anyone know
anything about these cars, where they are now
or more about their build?® Has anyone got
pictures of other wood-finished club Specials?

My breath is bated.

56



LATEST
ISSUE

More great Triumph
content including
Dolomite Sprint
celebration and
six-page TR6 guide.

Our detailed tech
guides include
pop-up headlamp
repairs and
maintenance.

| ALSO
BUY IT

From the

Available from all good newsagents and e oo
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk

BACK ISSU Es Many still available on Apple Newsstand
Visit www.classicsmonthly.com/newsstand

On Android or PC/Mac? Find us on www.zinio.com
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ello, it's August and the
International at Stafford
is less that three weeks

STAG Register

www.tssc.org.uk/stag
e-mail. benbroadbent@btinternet.com

Ben Broadbent

Alternative Breeze Buster!
And Staffords Here again

one, again too expensive.
In the end | followed an interesting thread on
the Stag Owners Club forum where some

away. | was
just about to
submit my

article for this month, when an email
arrived from Steve Pratt; the AO
for West Kent. | read the article with
inferest; it was from Steve’s blog and
was an alternative approach to
Danny Stroud’s article for the ‘breeze
buster’ published in  March’s
Courier. So ‘stop the press’ and let's
get Steve's article in the Courier.
Here is what Steve had to say:
| know there has been a recent
) . . | Te
article on making a 'breeze breaker

for the Stag, but thought you may like
to see an alternative approach, hence the
following, which | recently posted on my Blog.

owners reported that the Audi A4 folding wind-
breaker was a good fit for the Stag (picture 1).
After bidding on a few on eBay | was eventu-

When | first got the Stag | fashioned
a home made 'breeze breaker' for
use with the hood down, using 6mm
perspex. This has worked well but
unfortunately was cracked rather
badly when | put it in the boot and
carelessly closed the bootlid. |
affected a temporary repair with
good old Gaffer Tape.

Since then | have been mulling over
what to do, replace the perspex,
purchase a good second-hand
Bosscreen (too expensive new), fry to
make my own mesh one, or
purchase a specially designed mesh
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ally successful in getting one within my budget
last week and it arrived today.

Very little modification is needed, just some
form of strap to the T Bar which is achieved
using Velcro as seen in the following pictures.
[picture 2] There are two positions it can be
used, either using the correct tilt as used on the
A4 which means the tonneau covers the back
seat but leaves a slight gap by the B Post,

STAG Register

interests of security.
An added bonus is that it all folds up neatly into

the leatherette bag (picture 5) and
easily stores in the boot or behind
one of the seats.

Thanks Steve, that's an excellent
article and innovative adaption from
the Audi. I've seen a few of these
Audi windbreakers at the local car

[picture 3] or angled against the B post which
leaves a slight gap at the back seat (picture 4).
Having tried both positions, there does not seem

dismantler in the past, so I'll keep me
eyes peeled for others. I've shown both Steve's
and Danny’s articles to a local member of the
SOC, and he suggests a combination of the two

4.

ideas. Basically, add the covering
for the seating area from Danny’s
ideas to the A4 frame when aftached
firmly against the B-post! (sorry, no
picture of this).

Has anyone else, come across wind-
breakers from other modern sports
cars that could be adapted? Also,
thanks again to Danny Stroud for his
article from March’s Courier.

There are lots of innovative ideas
that have been applied out there on
your Stag’s. Please contact me with
items worthy of publishing in the
Courier that can help other
members.  Alternatively, you may

to be any difference (or increase) in drafts. It is
as effective as my previous perspex one, even
at motorway speeds and does not appear to
need any other form of fixing other than the
velcro straps. | am however thinking of some
form of securing strap for the tonneau in the

come across items in magazines or blogs, well
let me know and | can contact the author and
ask permission to publish the ideas for others
to attempt.
It’s almost time again for Stafford!
Well, | hope you're all prepared for the
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Stafford  effectively
being an indoor
show, let's hope we
get lots of Stag’s on
display and in the
TSSC Concours.
There have been
some brilliant Stags
entered in the past few
years, (pictures 6 and
7) so let's have as
many as possible on
display.  Check out
the Courier for more
information  about
entering your Triumph

Stag in the TSSC

International at Stafford. The weather in May Concours. Well, that's all for this month.
and June meant the early show season was Keep those V8's purring!
very damp. (I'm writing this in early July) With Ben

PETER JAMES INSURANCE /‘L
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S Area Showtime I

e-mail.
pip127 2frank@homecall.co.uk

Pip Flegel

Horses & Hounds for Heros
TSSC Herts & Beds Area

erts and Beds
were asked to take
some Triumphs fo
the Horses Trust at
Speen, for a fund
raising event
organised by the Army, Horses and
Hounds for Hero’s on May 6th.
The day stayed dry but rather cool, the
trust look after over 100 retired military
and police horses along with some pure

Mounted Police - Gentle Giant!

and many emaciated starved animals as seen
on TV from Spittles
farm, they are now
fully recovered and
love a run around
the paddocks, it
puts a lump in your
throat to see the
before and after,
on the day they
retired the biggest
ex  metropolitan
horse who stood at
18.5 hands (you
won’t mess with
him) although he
was a real gentle
giant of a horse.
rescued stock, most emotive was 14 horses | Just a £1 donation gained entry and it was
rescued from that awful collection of 40 dead | great for kids with a dog show, ferret racing,
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Area Showtime
mounted police demo, faclonry, a scooter club
demo and in the end FIVE Triumphs!

Peter Lewis

Scooter Display
and Fitting Shoes

Newbury Area Camping V\{Aeekend
ary Rumens

Newbury Area's camping weekend
near Fordingbridge on the edge of the
New Forest. Although it was June, the
weather was not too good: very windy,
cool and often wet, especially during the
Saturday night.
There were 12 of us camping, plus 2 in
a B&B down the road, under the circum-
After we had managed to get the stances a wise choice!
tents up in strong winds and
heavy rain showers.

A lesson in how to arrange your
pool balls!

Everyone trying to keep warm on
Saturday evening: note the
inflatable "thrones"!!

The stalwart
campers after
they had dried

out a bit on

Sunday
morning.
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TAKING MY SPITFIRE HILL CLIMBING
WITH A LOT OF HELP FROM MY FRIENDS
by John Hewitt

love Triumph'’s and | love motorsport.
However, | never thought that these
two passions could, or would ever
be, combined. How foolish | was. Of
course they can, and in this article
I'd like to tell you how | did it in the
hope that you'll perhaps you'll join me for
some of the best fun I've had in ages.
Being a motorsport nut (like a lot of people in
Northern Ireland), | got into local rallying and
competed in the Northern Ireland Tarmac Rally
championship for a few great, and very
expensive, seasons. My rally career was cut
somewhat short, however, after a bad crash in
the Circuit of Ireland in 2009 (type in
‘frightening rally crash on YouTube and you'll
see what | mean!). We hit a wall on a ‘Treble
Caution Square Right' at 62mph. The reason |
know we were doing 62mph at the time is that
my digital readout stuck at 62! This taught me
two important lessons, as | reflected while lying
on a very uncomfortable stretcher in hospital
....brakes don’t work in mid air and brick
walls in County Down are extremely well built!
On further reflection, | decided to hang up the
race suit for a while, possibly for ever. As Basil
Fawlty would say, ‘another little avenue of
pleasure that's been closed off to mel” So |
went back to spectating at motor sport events
and concentrated on my little Triumph Spitfire,
that | jointly own with fellow TSSC club
member Owen Fitzpatrick. That is until a TSSC
club meeting one night when the mercurial
Paul Robinson was describing his
adventures taking his Mark IV Spitfire hill
climbing. Paul’s infectious enthusiasm, coupled
with my own desire to return to motor sport
made me decide fo transform my Spitfire 1500
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from its standard state, with rather questionable
white wall tyres, into a race ready machine that
eats hills for breakfast and goes sideways into
corners.

After receiving clearance to restart my motor
sport career from my very understanding wife
(who resigned herself years ago to the fact she
married a petrolhead) and the go ahead from
Owen to work on our jointly owned car | set off
to Paul's house to and came home with a
shopping list of parts I'd need.

Our approach was to improve performance
and handling without going mad. Sports
manifold, air filters, new carburetor needles new
springs and shocks. And of course, lots and lots
of gofaster stickers!

At that point | developed a new best
friend...eBay! For 2 months it was like Christmas
in our house with strange shaped packages
arriving daily. I'm not going to put a total figure
on what | spent (just in case my wife picks up
this copy of the Courier some day) but | will
highlight some of my best buys. These were a set
of 13" alloys for £200 from GB Sports cars and
a 1500 roll bar for £30.

My complete list is below...

Koni shocks - Rimmer Brothers
Competition springs
donated by Paul
Carburetor tuning kit
Andrew Turner
Sports Manifold - Andrew Turner
Spitfire Roll bar - eBay private seller
SU Sports air filters - Andrew Turner
Set of gaskets - Rimmer Brothers
Metal brake hoses
Rimmer Brothers
Alloy wheels - GB Sports cars



Yokohama Racing Tyres
Gilnahirk Tyres
Magnetic sheet for racing numbers
DL Graphics
Scrutineers Delight (a very handy
sticker set that scrutineers like)
A liberal amount of
go-faster stickers
Bell Mag 1 Helmet - Demon Tweeks
Name sticker for helmet
Lightning Signs
OMP racing gloves
eBay private seller
Sparco racing boots
eBay private seller
A decent tool box for the paddock
Halfords
| put it all together and took a photo (below)
just before we started the build. It didn't look
like much when it was all set out on the floor,
but it certainly took a while to get it all on!

Spitfire Hill Climb Prep

and Paul are both masters of all things Triumph,
and it was an education spending a day with
them. Alan had at least 6 tools for every job and
had a custom made device for building the
shocks, which saved lots of time.

After the shocks and springs Alan and | got

down to the sports manifold, while Paul
set about putting new needles into the
carburetors. The manifold wouldn’t play
nicely, so involved a fair bit of heat and
bending with an Oxyacetylene torch.
The Spitfire had a silencer fitted that we
were tempted to remove, but after
considering modifying a prop shaft to
replace it, we left it well alone...there
was enough fo get through!

Paul rebuilt the carburetors with the kits
supplied by Andrew Turner. This work
looked mind boggling tricky and | was

. very glad | wasn’t involved in that
SlllmyiBils bit....thanks Paul!

When everything had been delivered, it was
time fo stick them all on. | booked a day off
work and met up with Paul and fellow TSSC
NI member Alan French at Alan’s house
and we set to work.

Being fairly clueless mechanically, but very
keen to learn, Alan and Paul set about
pointing me in the right direction, involving
me in all the work and getting me under the
car as many times as possible!

We started with the shocks and springs.
Standard ones off and Koni shocks and
stiffened competition springs all round. Alan

We agreed that it was time to get rid of the most
recognisable part of the car...the white wall
tyres. This is a running joke in the TSSC NI as my
car is known as that one with the white walls! Off
they came, to be replaced with sports alloys and
Yokohama tyres. She was starting to look more
like a racing car now!

We also had to do a few small jobs to get the
car through scrutineering such as putting yellow
tape on the negative battery terminal and fitting
a piece of plastic to the front bumper to stop and
start the clock on each timed run. This latter task
proved really quite fiddly and took a lot longer
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than some of the big jobs.

and Paul did all the clever bits, with me

loosening things, tightening
things pulling things off and
trying to get them back on
again all under their close
eye and instruction. Thanks
guys! Starting at 10am we
had it all on and everything
screwed back together by
about 10pm. We then set
about putting in the roll bar.
Typically this ‘small’ job
was complicated by the fact
it was just a little too tall.
When out into position, the

Amazingly we did all the work in just one
day....springs, shocks, carburetors, manifold,

soft-top wouldn't close over.

However, it was getting late
and Alan proposed a very
simple solution....cutting Y2
inch of it with an angle
grinder worked a treatl We
then finished with a final tune
of the carburetors and a few

brake hoses, roll bar and the all important go-
faster stickers. When | say that we did the
work, of course what | really mean is that Alan
66

test runs it was time for bed.

At every point when we started to flag (you
could fell these as everyone stopped talkingl),



Alan’s wife Pam brought lashings of

Spitfire Hill Climb Prep

tea, buns and tray bakes to keep us
going, and this really helped!

In the following days, | did some
testing and had a very interesting
experience when the throftle stuck on
coming info a junction....suddenly my
rally days came flooding back, but
thankfully this time | got her backed
off in the nick of time. A throttle
release spring was ordered and fitted
shortly afterwards!

And so with the car ready, and
performing well it was time to enter
my first hill climb, Croft, just beside

Holywood in County Down. Paul and
| were both competing, Alan was Team TSSC
NI Chief Mechanic with Jackie Robinson,
Laurence Cochrane, Padraig Hart and Owen
Fitzpatrick as our, much appreciated,
supporters. | was entered as number 44, in
reverence to the famous Group 44 racing
Spitfire of Bob Tullius (see
http://www.triumphspitfire.de/tullius.html  for

consensus seemed fo be ‘there’s enough MG's
in our class, nice to see a bit of variety!” In fact,
on my way up fo my first run, Ronnie Trouton
MBE, Honorary Vice President of the MSA
stopped me and told me that he had owned
one of the first Spitfires in Northern Ireland.
After that, on approaching the start line for my
first run, a member of the crowd came over to
me and asked where he could find a

good Spitfire at the right money’. |
thanked him for his interest and
politely asked if we could discuss it
at a more appropriate timel We
were definitely feeling the love for
Triumphs out there!

And so it was fime for the first run.
Up to the start line, engine burbling,
stomach rumbling, bowels churning,
green light and we were off. And it
was over all in a flash and | was
over the finish line with the broadest
smile I've had in a long time.

That really was fun!

more details). My car got a pretty
comprehensive check in scrutineering as it was
my first event, but after a few dodgy moments,
she passed.....no going back now!

Time passed very quickly unfil it was time for
my first practice run...one of the reasons for this
was the amount of people coming over and
saying how nice it was to see 2 Spitfires
competing and asking about the cars....the

And the fun continued and got
better throughout the day as | tried to better my
times, get better lines, get smoother and try to
catch those MG's!

We were tweaking the carburetors after each
run as well to reach the right level. Alan only
told me this after the event, but when | asked
him to put up or down the needles, he did the
exact opposite, as he ignored my mechanical
requests and acted only on what | told him the
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My First Run

car was doing....now there’s a sign of an
experienced mechanic!

On my next run, as | was trying to getting the
hang of the corners | found myself going too
quick into one, | backed off and the back end
came out immediately...the joy of rear wheel
drive motoring. That one got a nice cheer from

burn out up to the start line resulted in no tyre
spin at all.....instead | just went up to the start
line a bit too quickly and stopped just before |
hit a rather worried marshall....oops!
Anyway, | hope that you have enjoyed my
journey into hill climbing my Spitty and
perhaps I've even convinced you into doing

the crowd and a clap from the
marshall....I think they thought
| meant to do it!

To say | had a good time
would be a complete
understatement; it was one of
the most enjoyable days I've
had in years and | can’t wait
until my next event. I'm hooked
and | would urge anyone who
is considering hill climbing
your Spiffire to just do it.
However, my enthusiasm got a
litle beyond itself during the
day at times and | laugh now
when | think about trying to

burn out the tyres before a
timed run. | had been watching the Westfields
and rally Escorts doing burn outs before the
start line and | thought ‘d show the crowd that
Spitfires can do everything that they can do. |
did of course forget that | don’t really have the

differential these cars do and my attempted
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the same. | hope so.

The last thing | want to say is to thank fellow
TSSC NI club members Paul Robinson and
Alan French for all their help, enthusiasm,
patience, mechanical skill and knowledge.

| couldn’t have done it without them.



AUGUST SPECIAL OFFER

Tel. 01858 434424 web. wwwi.tssc.org.uk
e-mail. clubshop@tssc.org.uk

Mk1 2itr Stainless Manifold

Bell Six cylinder tubular stainless steel
manifolds for the early "MK 1" 2 litre engines. The
normal price is £444, for August only these will be
on sale for £304 a saving of almost a third!

Hurry as we only have five at this
reduced price. (Note these prices can
not be used with the 5% Stafford offer,
however you can order them for
collection at Stafford thereby saving
you the postage)

Celebrotz the ' /

Bring gon S}M%/w Zo S‘Z’a/fowﬂ



Paul Richardson-

Maltese
Triumphs

t was during the time my wife, Julia,
was organising our holiday in Malta
early on this year, when | decided to
find out if there were any classic car
clubs in Malta because on our holiday
there last year | caught sight of several
vintage and classic cars being driven around. |

Malta and as Malta is a relatively small island
all the main scenic coastal points in the area
can be reached by car in about twenty
minutes, and a tour of the main island scenic
points can be achieved in a day.

Charles Zahra very kindly insisted on picking

fortunately made e-mail contact
with  the Classic Sports Car
Club of Malta before we left
this year on June 12th and
found out, to my delight, that
there is a plethora of Triumphs
in the club. The club president,
Charles Zahra, founded the
club on 25th April 2008 with
only a couple of dozen
members and membership now
is 103- and doubtless rising.
The club was formed to
promote the wider use and
enjoyment of classic sports cars
both for owners and the

general public by organising
morning and evening runs,
displays and competitions efc.
Club members have a very
interesting range of cars including AC Cobra’s,
M.G's, Porsche 911's, a Lotus Seven, Jaguar E
Types, Triumphs, a Dino Ferrari et all.

My wife Julia and | remain ever impressed
with Malta after our first holiday there in 2011
because besides the wonderful weather, and
warm sea to swim and float about in, the
Maltese are such naturally affable and helpful
people and the coastal resorts we visited are
thoroughly delightful. We were based this year
in a holiday apartment in the picturesque
Mellieha Bay on the north eastern coast of
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Charles Zahra, president of the Classic Sports Car

Club Malta, beside his Austin Healey at Bugibba

my wife and | up at the airport and delivering
us to our apartment at Mellieha on our arrival
in Malta on 12th June, and one of those friend-
ships developed through our common interest
in classic cars. Charles had also organised a
club get together for members of the Classic
Sports Car Club of Malta a week later, on
Monday evening, in a small town square
bordering the bay in Bugibba a short drive
from Mellieha. The clubs get togethers and car
displays usually take place almost every
Sunday with trips and static displays at venues



Malt Triumph
S ———r __Maltese Triumphs |

was father’s day, involving family commit-

Tony has done on the car since purchasing it is

the replacement of the interior
trim with black leather, the
fiting of a walnut dashboard
and he replaced the standard
steel wheels with a set of very
atfractive wire wheels whilst
retaining the original
dashboard and wheels should
he decide fo return the car fo its
original specification in the
future. | must admit that this was
the first ride I've had in a TR7
and the experience was a very
comfortable and enjoyable one.
Incidentally, the TR7 was intro-
duced in 1975 and remained in

Tony Degabriele beside his TR7 at Bugibba.

ments at home for dads, Charles organised the
club get together the next evening and very
kindly invited Julia and I, and informed us that
he's made arrangements to pick us up at
6.30pm. On the dot | spotted Charles arriving
in his immaculate 1956 Austin Healey 100/6
accompanied by his colleague from the club,
Tony Degabriele, who turned up in his equally
immaculate 1981 TR7 convertible.

As we headed off to Bugibba with Julia as
passenger in Charles’ Austin Healey and me
seated beside Tony in his TR7, on a on a
lovely warm evening, | noticed that Tony’s TR7
has no wiper blades and, much to my
amusement, he informed me with a smile that
he doesn’t have wiper blades on his TR7
because he never takes the car out if rain is
imminent — very litfle chance of that in Malta
throughout the summer months. Tony is a
staunch Triumph enthusiast who also previous-
ly owned a MKkIl Spitfire before deciding to
buy his metallic silver TR7 from a local Triumph
enthusiast he met who owns some half a
dozen Triumphs no less. The TR7, had been
previously maintained extremely well and was
in exceptional condition throughout - only
needing a good wash and polish before Tony
began enjoying the car on the open roads of
Malta - and Tony’s TR7 is one of approximate-
ly nine TR7’s in Malta | believe. The only work

production until 1981 so Tony's
car must have been among the
last TR7’s produced - the total
production of which was over 112,000.

| can't fail to mention Charles’ immaculate
1956 Austin Healey 100/6 which he’s owned
for almost eight years. Although his Healey was
in reasonable condition when he acquired it,
Charles being Charles, he decided to com-
pletely strip the car down and rebuild every inch
of it back to perfection, including all the body
panels as well as suspension, brakes, engine,
gearbox and rear axle etc. After arriving in the
charming bay side at Bugibba | decided to cast
a closer eye over Charles’ Healey, and he
informed me that once he’'d removed all the
panels from the car, he stripped them down to
bare metal for inspection and reparation of any
small areas where slight rusting had occurred
(by replacing metal rather than using filler).
With all the prep work completed and the
panels painstakingly reassembled on the car
and fitted to his complete satisfaction, he then
removed them all from the car again and
primed and spray painted them individually,
and on both sides, to ensure that after ‘final’
assembly all the hidden seem joins on every
panel were fully top coated as well.

After Charles and Tony parked their cars in
the bay front opposite the square in Bugibba |
took some photos of the duo beside their immac-
ulate sports cars and wondered how many
other club members would turn up to the
71



meeting — because the world cup football
matches on Telly were an extremely popular
attraction in Malta that evening. However, so
many members of the club turned up, approxi-
mately forty six, that cars had to be double
parked in the square, including to my delight,
a plethora of Triumphs. And the general hulla-
baloo as all the immaculate classic cars began
to arrive was further given force by dozens of
holiday makers, besides locals, enthusiastically
gathering round the cars. Fortunately, |
managed fo take several photos of Triumphs as
they arrived before the crowd gathered round

( who also owns a Dino Ferrari) and there are
approximately seven TR3/3A’s in the club, two
GT6's, two TR4’s two TRé's and no less than
twenty eight Triumph Spitfires!

As for Triumph saloons, there are approxi-
mately eight Heralds in the club and a Vitesse.
Luckily, the signal red 1971 Herald 13/60
owned by Mario Saccasan from new was
present at the Bugibba meeting and this Herald
is also a real show stopper. Mario’s Herald
was actually built at the Maltese assembly plant
in operation in 1971. Remarkably, Mario’s
Herald has only done 4850 miles from new

and he's obviously looked after
the car meticulously over the
last forty one years.

As Mario’s Herald 13/60 is
such a unique and obviously
original car | infend to contact
him in Malta to obtain the full
story of the car’s history for a
future issue of Courier.

Over our delicious evening
Pizza and a pint or two at a
charming street café just round
the corner from the display
area Julia and | got chatting
with Charles, his wife Miriam,
and several club members and

noted how owners of all makes

Noel Attard beside his superb 1959 TR3A of classic sports cars enjoyed

the cars and my hopes to see
any TR’s arrive bore fruit when
Noel Attard drove up in his
absolutely spotless 1959 TR3A. |
must admit that sefting eyes on
any TR2 or 3 always takes my
mind back to when | was a
teenager in the fifties — when my
father’s competition TR’s were
regularly parked in our drive at
home prior to taking part in the
Alpine or Lliege Rome Liege
rallies etc. A quick look under
the bonnet of Noel’s TR revealed
a spotless engine compartment

with not a stain on the paintwork
or a finger mark to be seen
anywhere. I've since found out
that there is also a TR2 in the
club owned by James Camilleri
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Mario Saccasan parking up his remarkable 1971
Herald 13/60 that has only done 4850 miles since

new - the car's only just run in.




Maltese Triumphs

sharing experiences of their cars together and

the general pleasures associated with owning | 13/60 with a highly tweaked engine. As
darkness descended
at the meeting in

Bugibba | caught
sight of Joseph” car,
and | was naturally
interested to take a
look  under the
bonnet to find the
Herald's engine
sporting a pair of
Webber carbs and
the under bonnet
area was, of course
meticulous.

To conclude, | must
express my sincere
thanks to Charles
Zahra, his  wife
Mirium, and all the

officials and

Later in the evening when darkness members of The Classic Sports Car Club of
T P T R P L R L ll[td | Malta we met who made the club get together
green Herald owned by Joseph at Bugibba such a pleasurable experience for
Mifsud which has a very attractive my wife Julia and . The evening was so much
exhaust note. fun and what a pleasure it was to  witness so

many Triumphs being enjoyed in the club.
classic sports cars etc.
Talking to several of the
owners also highlighted the
pleasure they get from main-
taining their cars where a
routine full service can be
achieved on a Saturday or
Sunday morning without the
complexities involved with
the computerised ignition
systems etc. involved with
the cars of today. Several
member of the Classic
Sports Car Club of Malta
also enjoy the facilities
available on the island for
racing on the closed roads
forming a regular circuit at
Valletta which is a very
popular venue and a keen
racing enthusiast in the club is
Joseph Mifsud who owns a very
special metallic green Herald

After taking a look under the bonnet of Joseph
Mifsud's Herald a highly tweaked engine was

revealed sporting Webber carbs!
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HAVE CHANGED...

recently acquired a number of near-
mint  Triumph handbooks (now
donated to the TSSC Archive) that
opened my eyes to how quickly
things changed between 1950 and
1970. This article only covers some
of the less obvious things connected with the
maintenance and well-being of a shiny
new car.
One of the forerunners to the Herald was the
1950 to 1953 Mayflower. This was a razor-
edge design, much beloved of Standard’s
boss, Sir John Black. Around 35,000 were
produced and it was quite popular in its day.
It had a 1247cc side-valve engine developing
38 bhp at 4200 rpm. The gearbox was 3-

by Phil Wilson

speeds in top gear:
During the first 250 miles or 400 km
35 MPH or 55 km/hr
During the following 150 miles or 250 km
40 MPH or 65 km/hr
During the following 100 miles or 150 km
45 MPH or 70 km/hr”

Imagine trying to do that in modern road
conditions. They also recommend upper cylinder
lubricants (‘shots’ of Redex come to mind) and
‘Acheson’s  colloidal  graphite’  running-in
compound for the sump — sounds more like a
concoction from your local alchemist!

speed, all synchromesh with
column change. Acceleration
required patience, top speed
was about 65 mph and the
roadholding was reputed to be
non-existent partly due to its very
narrow track. (Mind you, I'd still
fancy onel)

When you read this, bear in
mind that nowadays we take
mileages of 10,000 a year as
normal for a family car and

many times that for «a
commercial traveller.
Running-in

Throughout the 20 vyears in
question the running-in mileage
to the first oil change was
around 1000 miles. All the
manuals  talk about going
carefully for the first few

thousand  miles, gradually
increasing the weight of your right foot as the
miles build up. However, the Mayflower
handbook has stricter guidelines.

“The following table gives the permissible
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It also states “At approximately 5,000 miles
much benefit is gained by having the valves
ground in, although this involves some slight
inconvenience in giving attention to a new



engine, the trouble is well repaid by the results

How things have changed

obtained.”

In the 1961 Herald 1200
handbook there are no actual
speeds shown but it simply states
that the “running-in should be
progressive.” and to avoid using full
throttle at low speeds or when the
engine is cold.

It also states that “valve grinding is
recommended early in the life of
the engine.”

The 13/60 handbook is a little
more illuminating and less
prescriptive. “During this period
[i.e. running-in] the valve seats
stabilise causing, in some instances,
slight distortion and preventing
proper seating of a valve. Avoid
possible damage resulting from
such a condition by having the
compression pressures checked
early in the life of the engine affer
running-in is completed. If the
pressures are unequal, valve
grinding is recommended.”

Of course, running-in is thankfully a
thing of the past for a new car but
still advisable if you rebuild a
classic engine.
Engine Oils
Mayflower: “There are many

reputable oils on the market and many more

‘cheap’ oils of indifferent quality.”

“...the money spent on high quadlity oil
represents a valuable insurance against
premature  old age and unnecessary
breakdowns.” It's a pity my mother didn’t warn
me about that when | was younger!

It also recommends two 10-minute cycles of
flushing oil, 4 pints each time, prior to filling
with new oil.

If the rate of oil consumption goes up to 1000
miles per gallon (note gallon not pint) after
many thousands of miles then “it will be
desirable to use the next heavier grade of the
brand of oil you normally employ.”

Along with telling the owner to check the oil
level every 200 miles it then states that

“The regular addition of oil not only maintains
the correct level, but also tends to keep up the
quality of the lubricant. However, gradual
deferioration takes place until it becomes
advisable occasionally to drain the sump and
refill with fresh oil. If the engine is found to
require very little oil for replenishment, then it is
desirable to drain the oil every 2500 miles
(4000 km.) and refill with fresh oil.”
The final instruction in this section is “Once
every year, if flushing oils have not been used,
it is advisable to remove the sump and
thoroughly clean out with petrol.”  “Caution:
Do not attempt to clean out the sump with
paraffin or petrol unless it is removed from the
engine, as any remaining liquid will tend to
dilute the oil.”
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Herald 1200: “Every 3,000 miles (5,000
km.) under normal operating conditions, drain
and refill the oil sump.”

Herald 13/60: Similar to the 1200 but oil
change is recommended at 6,000 miles under
normal conditions.

Gearbox and rear axle oil Mayflower
gearbox: “Every 2500 miles (4,000 km.) the
oil level should be checked and topped up if
necessary.” “Every 10,000 miles or 15,000
km. the gearbox should be drained and
refilled with new oil.”

Mayflower rear axle: “It is essential to drain
and replenish the axle with ‘Hypoid’ oil every
5,000 miles (8,000 km.).”

Herald 1200: There has only been slight
progress by 1961 as the level checks for the
gearbox and diff are recommended at 3,000
miles and the oil change at 12,000 miles.

Herald 13/60: The level checks are
recommended for the 6,000 mile service. The
real change comes with this statement: “Final
drive, gearboxes and overdrive units fitted to
new cars are filled with a special oil,
formulated to give all necessary protection to
new gears. This oil should not be drained but
may be topped up with any of the
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recommended oils.” This is illustrated by the
fact that most if not all 13/60 differential units
do not have a drain plug. However, | would
not recommend the use of the same oil in
perpetuity as the extreme pressure (EP)
properties do not last for ever.
My, how things have changed...

All these changes happened progressively
and have continued right to the present day.
Huge advances in fuel and oil technology, and
the materials used in the construction of the
mechanical units have seen the disappearance
of the universal practices of running-in, the
1000-mile first service, engine flushing etc. The
mere suggestion that an oil consumption of
1000 miles per gallon is not only acceptable
but easily compensated for by the use of a
heavier oil seems ridiculous to us now.

As primitive as the Mayflower may seem to us,
it represented a huge advance compared to
20 years earlier when many cars had crash
gearboxes, rod-operated brakes and engines
that needed to be de-coked regularly. In these
days of Euroboxes with satnav, engine stop-
start, automatic climate control and cup
holders, this all seems like it happened on
another planet.



TSSC
2" Annual
Christmas

Dinner
Dance

Saturday 8th December

at the Barcelo Hinckley Island Hotel
Hinckley, Leicestersirve. LEIO 3]JA

Christmas Party Night Package includes:
% 3 Course Dinner % Disco and Dancing to 70’s & 80’s Music
£32 per person Places are Limited to 100 Book Early!
NAME...oreeee e Membership No .../............
Number of Places required ...
ADDRESS ...ttt
POSTCODE ... Daytime Tel No

CARDNo ./.0.dddd o d o] o ]

EXPIRY DATE .. foiidd ... ] ISSUE NOI:IMAESTRO ONLY

VALID FROM .. [oid .../ (MAESTRO ONLY if NO ISSUE. No.)
SVN NO. .. /...[I../ (Last 3 digits above Signature)

NAME ON CREDIT CARD...........eeceeeeneneeneeeeeeessessss s sssssssssssssssssssssssees

Payment by Cash |:| or Cheque |:| Total £ ...

Please Make Cheques payable to TSSC Ltd and Return Form to:
Triumph Sports Six Club, Sunderland Court
Main Steet, Lubenham, Market Harborough. LE16 9TF

Note: those requiring Accomodation please Book Direct with Hinckley Island Hotel
Tel 0800 652 8413 Quoting Date and ‘Party Night’ for Special Rates
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MKIV 1972 39k genuine miles from new.
Superb condition. Java green. Recently
recommissioned following 16 years in
storage.Contact me for more details, pic-
tures, history etc. £3,900. Richard
(Horsham) 07904 072958.

1500 - 1978 Carmine Red - 40k, A1 condi-
tion. Ford Type 9 5-Speed G/Box - New
Twin SS Sports Exhaust & Manifold - New
safety Belts - Kenlowe Fan - Hard & soft
tops-AluminiumEngine Side Shields - New
discs and calipers - new Minilite Wheels &
tyres - new front carpets - many extras.
£3,750. Keith (Pontypridd) 01443-204453

1976 Spitfire project. Unfinished restora-
tion. Many new parts and work already
done.Quite abit still to do! Many improve-
ments carried out before being laid up.
Please call. Derek (Chard) 07767 634064.

MKIV Very Original, Superb. 1972 Pimento,
Original Condition, Hard & Soft top. Gaps
all superb. The odd age related mark, but
100% as it came from the factory.
£3,800.Steve (Derbyshire) 07739 407714.

1500 1979 For sale due to ill health. 74K.
Full body rebuild,good original mechanics.
Ex-Courier cover vehicle TSSC £5750,
£49950no0. E-mail for full specs. £4995
Michael (Bristol) e-mail.
nostalgiaman@hotmail.com
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1500 1976 Pimento Red. Taxed, MOT. Dual
Fuel. Rebuilt with US Parts. GT6 wheel and
doors. Overdrive. Fan. SS Exhaust. Tow Bar.
Unleaded Head. Hard & Soft tops. VGC.
£2,950.D Ivins (Blackpool) 01253 392499.

1500. Taxed. MOTd Aug. New diff, shocks
rear brake shoes, pipes, U/Js. Wheel bear-
ings. Body needs TLC. £1800 spent. Offers
£2,000plus.John (Swindon) 07715 907808.

JY CLASSICS

SERVICE , RESTORATION & SALE OF
RIUMPH SPORTS CARS

CAsSH PAID
FoORr
YOUR
SPITFIRE!

TEL: 01494 866087
E-MAIL :sales @ jyclassics.co.uk
‘Website www.jyclassics.co.uk

13/60 CONVERTIBLE 1968. Runner,
Floorpanand Chassis totally rotten £200.
13-60 Engine and gearbox 55,000 miles,
Sweet! 1971 £200. Vaughan (Norwich)
01603 898702.

13/60 CONVERTIBLE 1970. Tax Free. 12
MonthsMOT.Solidchassisand Bodywork.
Valencia Blue. 3 owners from new. 61k
mileage.Stunningwhitehoodinexcellent
condition with Minilites. Michael
(Hertfordshire) 07768 006 419.

M.w.
Restorations

GT6 SPECIALISTS

We can restore your GT6 to its original
condition, including paintwork in classic
Triumph colours. From a minor rust patch
to a full restoration, call Mike for an
estimate. Also ALL mechanical work,
suspension, electrical faults and retrimming.
We can also restore specific areas of your
GT6 only, while you do the initial stripping
down and final fitting up,
FOR DETAILS RING THE WORKSHOP ON :

01799 584994
Saffron Walden, Essex.
e-mail: mike@mwrestore.co.uk
www.mwrestore.co.uk

MK1 CONVERTIBLE 1967 6cyl 2000cc.
Some upgrades, Tax, MOT. With green
logbook. Engine rebuild with unleaded
head. Body off restoration. All work by
specialists.2011 Gearboxreconwith new
3 piece clutch. £6,700. Trevor
(Staffordshire) 07875 825687.

MK1 1967 SALOON 2 ltr. Sun roof. Blue.
Overdrive. My family car since new. Body
poorbut MOT July 2013.Excellent runner.
Tax Exempt. Stacks of spares. Full Details
by e-mail. John (Bath) 01225 423479
e-mail jfrweston@talktalk.net

MKII CONVERTIBLE 1971. Heritage Trust
Cert. To Concours Standard. New Mohair
Hood. Uprated Elec. New Exhaust, Tyres
and Overdrive. £7,500 Hugh (Wirral)
07770 650370.

GTGE

MKIIl 1973 Taxed & tested. Used regular-
ly.Ran 107BHPat Stafford2010.Bodywork
in need of work. Lots of panels included in
sale. £1950. Gareth (Cheltenham) 07971
459726.

ADVERT FOR 0 E BACK OF
OUR COURIER ADDRESS LABEL!




STAG

STAG Stage Mkll,Manual,White, 1974 Very
nice original black hood and trim,original
3.0 V8 with manual transmission + over-
drive. Original factory hardtop.original
good condition carpets and trim 12 mths
MOT Low mileage 70,000 miles. MOTs etc
from 1980s. Inspection welcome. £9,500.
Lindsay (Oxon) 07788 497909

AArl 12 T DAL=

HALOGEN HEADLAMP KITS. Low-con-
sumption / Ultra-Xenon bulbs.
Reconditioned radiators. Reconditioned
steering racks. Uprated master cylinders.
Used parts. Competitive prices.
www.triumph-recycler.com or
www.stores.ebay.co.uk/Triumph-Recycler
(trade)

“SEATS™

Rebuilt Original Seats
Exchange - Ask Mike
Vinyl Seats [(pairl from £269 or
Leather Seats [pair) from £395
Includes New Foam Bolsters
All Triumphs & Any Classic Car
Boxed & Delivered Anywhere
Tel Daytime or Evenings
Tel. 01752 227789
“Classic British Sportscar Trim”
Visa-M
See my Ebay Photos
Click on “Spitfire Seats”™

card -M (1]

FIBREGLASS BODYWORK SPECIALIST. 30
years experience. From Cracks to Full
Restoration. Also, You Strip, I'll repair, You
Paint/rebuild. Details. Barry at BH. Classics
(Norfolk) 07802 497474. Mob. (Trade)

WHITE VITESSE CONVERTIBLE with expe-
rienced chauffeur available for weddings /
civil-ceremonies. Comprehensive prices
from £195.00 (10% donated to charity).
Discounts available. www.triumph-recy-
cler.com or www.stores.ebay.co.uk/Triumph-
Recycler (trade)

FREE COURIERS. Virtually complete set of
Couriers (and Turning Circle)up to latest
issue. Pick up from Glasgow G77. Craig
(Newton Mearns) 01415 330583.

HERALD/TRIUMPH2.5iSparesingarage for
years. Including engine, Bumpers, Hubs,

MALVERN

MOSSMALVERN 2+2 convertible (Morgan
Style body) Freg 1967 ona Triumph herald
chassis with a 1147 engine. 11 Months
MOT. 4 New Tyres fitted. £2,000. Fred
(Preston) 07990 998785.

ADVERT FORM IS
ON THE BACK OF

YOUR COURIER
ADDRESS LABEL!

Dashboard and Much Much more. House
move. Offers welcome. Nicola (Somerset)
01749 880842.

DOLOMITE WHEELS. Full set of 5 Dolomite
alloys for sale. Collection only. £100 John
(Sutton in Ashfield)eMail:
johnat354@yahoo.co.uk

SPITFIRE Mk1-3 Hardtop (Steel) Triumph
White (19) Good condition but headlining
torn.£185ONO Spitfire MK3 Softop Frame
(No canvas) £75.Paddy Hopkirk wood slat
boot rack £45 Mark B (Bracknell)
07835 659323.

SPITFIRE Spares/repairs. Selling the bits |
don’t need to fund for the bits Ido need.
Details Matthew. 07787 424007.

3HP COMPRESSOR. SIP Stratus 3hp 11cfm
compressor.ldeal for spraying andairtools,
plugsina13Asocket.50litre tank,all works
perfectly. £100. Clive (Brighton) 07879
894938.

VITESSE SEMI-SPORTS EXHAUST BOX.
Stainless steel rear box for Vitesse 2 litre
made by Scorpion exhausts. Llttle used,
good condition. £30 William
(Northampton) 01604 513086.

SPITFIRE 1500 spares.l have anassortment
of Spitfire spares all cheap. Let me know if
you are interested in some or all of these.
James (Nuneaton) eMail: jwykes@talk
talk.net

HERALD/VITESSE N/S Rear Overider,
almostnew £25.1200 Dizzy cap,brand new
£3. Many other Spit, Herald, Vitesse parts
available.Simon (Cumbria) 07901842248.

SPITFIRE MK3 Chassis. Good condition.Dry
stored 20 years. Must Go due to house
move. Buyer to collect. £25. Photos avail-

Free Colour Ads!
MEMBERS ONLY, can advertise CARS
& PARTS for Sale in the Courier
Classified section
(with Colour CAR Photo)

FREE OF CHARGE!

This offer is for non-Trade
advertisers and is restricted to ONE 25
word advert per month.

A current Membership Number must
be supplied on the form
which is on the BACK of
your Courier Address Label!!

MORE
OVERPAGE

able. Mark (East Yorks) 01964 622320.

SPITFIRE MKIV Breaking for spares. Also
some MKIII spares including Black seats
with White Piping. Original MKIII Steering
wheel. Paul (Norfolk) 01692 500988.

MiuIKE PAPWORTH

COVENTRY M6 JUNCTION 3

OVERDRIVE

DIFFERENTL
1/2 SHAFTS RO
ALL ENGI

MOT & WE

VEHICLE M

ONVERSIONS,
LS, O/D UNITS
‘OFLEX AND STD,
E WORK,
ING WORK

EMENTS UK,

UNFINISHED PROJECTS-BREAKERS,
ANY NEW UNUSED PARTS REQD.,

07768 775 170 - 02476 644499

Email mike.papworth1@btopenworld.com

HERALD SPARES Boot lid £20 Rear lights
£30 Doors £20 Front bumper £30 Rear
bumper £20 Roof complete £10 Heater
£10 Wiper motor £15 Dash £10 Petrol tank
£10 hubcaps/trims £20 Windscreen £10
Steering wheel £10 Interior (black) £20 Or
offers. Keith (Bristol) 07964 957200.

HERALD/VITESSE convertible door glass.
Pair of door glasses plus spare for sale,
metal runner on 2 need replacing, all have
some scratches but perfectly useable. Also
Vitesse Fuel Tank in Good rot free condi-
tion. Collection from Nuneaton or arrange
own courier. James (Nuneaton) eMail:
jwykes@talktalk.net

SPITFIRE Wire Wheels. 5 Secondhand bolt
on type wire wheels. 4 1/2 ] X 13" £125.
Dave (Yeovil) 01935 427387.

ADVERT FORM IS ON THE BACK OF
YOUR COURIER ADDRESS LABEL!
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GT6 Bodyshell & Sunroof. Mk2 tub. New
floors, sills, A-posts which need work. Rust
in rear wings/arches & roof edge. Includes
windscreen and Britax sunroof in good
condition. Offers. James (Leicestershire)
eMail: jimmyf999@hotmail.com

SPITFIRE/TR7 Radiator Upgrade. TR7
Radiator and stainless steel stays and
lower brackets to fit Spitfire.Includes early
spitfire header tank, TR7 thermostat
housing,some hoses. Uplift from Glasgow.
£50 Craig (Glasgow) eMail:
craig.dunlop@talk21.com

TONNEAU covers.Onewhiteandoneblack
Herald/Vitesse convertible tonneau cover.
Excellent condition. £50 each. Postage will

be app £6.00 Andrew (Middlesbrough)
07904 368730.

DOLOMITE SPRINT wheels. Set of 5 Sprint
wheels with good tyres.Painted Gold and
Red. £100 ONO. Pete (Coventry) 07890
020880.

SPITFIRE 1500 engine fully reconditioned
plus ancilliaries, 1500 gearbox plus over-
drive, diff unit, suspension all 4 corners.
Tony (Somerset) 01278 781113.

VITESSE Mk2 cylinder head in good condi-
tion with no apparent wear. Stamp
#517528. For leaded fuel. Can send
photo's if required please use marklay
ton56@gmail.com. £65. Mark (Dorset)
01308 863687.

LUCAS STARTER MOTOR M4180. Taken
from a 1970 TR6 good working order.
Delivery extra very heavy! £20 Grahame
(Daventry) 07973 228106.

NEED HELP FIXING YOUR TRIUMPH? We
can repair all Club cars to A1 condition
including MoT, mechanical servicing work,
bodywork and paintwork . Or we can carry
out the major restoration work while you
strip the car down and fit it up. A good way
to save some of your hard earned cash for
those New parts. For an estimate call Mike
at MW Restorations 01799 584994 (Essex
/ Herts / Cambs border) email:
mike@mwrestore.co.uk or see website
www.mwre store.co.uk (Trade)

PARTS WANTED

WANTED: HERALD ESTATE side window
rubbers. Email is best for me. e-mail to
simonholland1@hotmail.com or leave a
message on 07092 048 730. Simon,
Nottinghamshire

P..THROTTLEBODIES.Ineed the 3 Throttle
Bodies, early or late, condition immaterial
as will be used for EFl on a GT6. Martin
(Manchester) 07845 336968.

SPITFIRE 1500 carpet set. Looking for a set
of carpets foraspitfire 1500 in decent con-

dition. Mine are a state but can't afford a
brand new set! Preferably black! Tom
(Norwich) 07983 639998

WATER PUMP HOUSING. If you have a
water pump housing fora GT6/Vitesse you
no longer need please call me. Richard
(Chippenham) 07898 604545 or email at
rewz7cm331854@aol.com

SPITFIRE 1500 seat coversand/orfoams Hi,
looking for some good condition seat
coversand/orfoamsforarebuildtoreplace

those in my spitfire 1500 please! Tom
(Norwich) 07983 639998

SEEKING LHD TR6 DASH. I need a LHD TR6
dash to restore. It doesn't need to be great
as | am intending reveneering it. Alex.
01274 833570.

CLASSICS MONTHLY magazine issue 189.
With article on Ford type 9 gearbox for
fitting in Vitesse. Please can anyone
help.Thanks. Anthony.eMail:
ballhill27@yahoo.co.uk

TSSC INSURANCE PANEL

Footman James

Peter James

Lancaster Insurance

0843 357 1790

0121 506 6040

www.footmanjames.co.uk [l www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk | www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/tssc

0800013 0080

The Key Benefits on all TSSC Insurance Policies
@ Discounted premiums for TSSC members
@® Agreed value cover for your pride and joy
@ Classic car cover for drivers from 17 upwards
@ Support from the Club Office

@ AIll three brokers offer a full range of high quality
insu