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Editorial

Its certianly a busy time of the year now, for my?elf 1 am writing th%s editoriai
just after Donington as 1 am - and as you are reading have bt_:en on holiday. So the
magazine was produced in late May, with Donington very much in my mind, what an

7 : . h
amazing sight approximately 400 cars turning out once again showing the streng

of the club.

i is just around the corner, and as is customary for t':he g
?.‘g.E}gt.’saz:?yaﬁgﬁi:yaﬁlia Area stage the Birthday Barbeque an occasion wliuch is
as happy as eventful. The Anglia Area really wor"k hard at.this event, sel:; ?2\.2%
standards each year and for 1982 have moved to bigger premises to ensg;i Whgts o
plenty of room for everyone. Please support them, the details are un

Next.

i inci Boole from Litchfield has sent in an
he question of Techinecial Subjects, John C
ggtgcleq;n Car Spraying, Superbly written and very lnfor?ati;?,ka Eeigzzi zﬁgozﬂgply
i i Manager for Binks Bu
for all us home resérers. John himself is Sales 3 0
F?;ishing Equipment to the Motor Industry, he tells me that ?15 company Sueplied
the Finishing Equipment for all our club cars ( perhaps that's why thefo;g;na.t
finish is so good ). But with Spraying like many other do-i@,your'sel q?lshll
comes down to the person using the Egaipment so 1 am sure this article wi elp

many club members.

Mow come forward you experts, some of you out t@ere have Knowledgebon ;EZi:cfike
relating to our intrests,share that know how vlth your fellow clg me it
John, as this all helps to keep our club wel} infomed and always improv dg go

as w% see club cars at meetings always looking healthy and well prepared, i
hopefully,1 will hear from some of you soon.

i dverts, area reports etc. will have
Finally as 1 have been away on hollda):' some a y r '
migsedythis edition but fear not it will be in the August Courier PROMISE !

BILL SUNDERLAND

- —

T.5.5.C. Technical Secretary Eddie Evans on road test Birthday Barbeque 1981




INTRO'

Because of the Summer holidays etc., I am writing this in May and, consequently, it :
may not appear as relevant as usual. No doubt you will hardly ha;e time to read the |
Courier for attending Club events. Certainly some of the Hillelimb/Sprinters (e.g. ‘
Paul Lucas and Kevin Ginger) are on the track nearly every weekend. [

In the next Courier I hope to be able to reflect a little over th

- , e summer to date
and as promised an in depth review of the Hillelimb/Spring Championship will appeér.
HOODS
I have recently had a new hand made hood fitted to my Vitesse. Some of

1 . You may recall

that I'mentioneq EG Patrick in the Courier. Mr Patrick used Duck to tailor myyhood
and whilst costing some £150, it really is a superb job as no doubt some of you will

have seen at recent shows and hillclimbs. If anyone is interested, he can be contacted
on Torquay 34543,

TITBIT
Extract taken from the Triumph Sports Owners Association Newscreel, July 1960.
'Rallye Militaire'

The Army sponsored motoring rally for experts held at Shrivenham (Wilts).

The winner was IJL 'Tiny' Lewis of Bristol, driving a TRIUMPH HERALD, who finished
with a clean sheet for the rally and had the best performance in the driving tests.

GJ Mabbs (Bristol) in a Triumph Herald Coupe finished second. The only all women crew
consisted of Mrs VM Harper and Miss Valerie Domleo. In a TRIUMPH HERALD, they were
placed 31st in the rally and 7th in Class 1.

HILLCLIMBING/SPRINT EVENTS FOR JULY
Spectators Information

3rd July Snetterton )
17th July Oulton Park ) See you there
25th July Goodwood ) i

JOHN GRIFFITHS

Sort out your Spitfire

Everything you need to complete the picture is at British Sports Car Centre
now.

We offer really |W‘Dliﬂt & wide range of new and reconditioned spares and
all the helpful advice you want. Being in the picture ourselves means we
provide economy for the enthusiast.

SPITFIRE & GT6 RESTORATION SPECIAL

Compxising: inner and outer sill ponal, cantre stiffener, 8 post
fillar and sill closing panal. For Just E16.50 plus VAT, & postaga?

All Mks GTE
30% discount on Leyland axhausts!

();w- IltoINGTEI& N
I

N/S/F suspansion units with w/ banes, Fu?‘:mmﬁan;:
calipers & brake discs = fibsra glnes
Front shock & coil spring sszy, Early over-rider
Spitfira IV, GT6 111 S g
Front & roer bumpers £2950 | PYH front wings
Front % valanca — steel E£20.50 | All modeks
s - ﬂhrn aless E19.50 | Door skins

i ‘wihoel £14.95 | Chrome wiwhesl types
H/light finigher panel E10.00 | Spailers ke
GT6 N/S/R wing + petrol filler hole  £49.50 | “Front wing repsir section

Spittira bonnats £195.00 | Foar wi X
| ing repair section E7.
O/S rear wings US.A, mpec. E24.00 | Sec. hand G/box remote control sy, r‘!g

Buy it by phone with Access and Barclaycard. Prices ex. VAT, & Postage Trade and Export enquiries invited.

g British Sports Car Centre [z -

Send w08, for illustrated price lists — mail ordar dalivery rorvice
303 Goldhawk Road London W12 Telephone 17075~ 213997 748 7823/4 i

NEWS REVIEW

5TH NATIONAL CONCOURS - DONINGTON, MAY 22ND:

I woke at 7.00am, and prayed on bended knee for glorious sunshine - I wasn't totally
successful but the rain did keep away for most of the day!

And what a great day it was - standing on the gate, selling the programmes, we counted
about 400 cars from every corner of the country and, judging by the length of their
queues to get in, lots of long area convoys!

There were new added attractions, like the West Midlands Inter-Area Competition,
which prompted four gallant trios to have a go for the annual challenge trophy

and engine hoist (I had been promised 9 teams but c'est la vie!). Well done to
Geoff Moore and co. from Hertfordshire - the trophy will be engraved and sent on to
you.

We also had 'Auto-Tec' with us who crypton-tuned a grand 27 cars throughout
the day and they were so pleased with the response, they've already said they'll be
back next year!

It was nice to see so many spares on sale from individuals as well as large concerns
like Spitfires UK.

The standard of the Concours cars always amazes me - it gets better every year and
all the hours I know many have put into their cars, was certainly reflected in the
finished projects! The results of the Concours were as follows:-

Elite: (Spitfire MK111)
Original: lst Guns Van Der Krogt (Spitfire MK111)
2nd  John Thrope (GTé)

3rd  Bill Sunderland (Vitesse MK11)
Working: 1st Tony Spicer (GTé MK111)

2nd  Geoff Snelling (Vitesse)

3rd  Alan Bishop

Roger Rowley

Modified: 1st Bev Waran (GTé MK111)
2nd

Working

Modified: 1st Bill Hewer (GTé MK111)

2nd  Gary Pickering (Spitfire MK1V)
3rd  Rod Kirby

Mike Long Trophy for best GTé
John Thorpe

(GTé MK111)

Best Personnal Choice:
Bill Hewer

Best Convertible Trophy from Spitfires UK:
Guns Van Der Krogt (Spitfire MK111)

The disco/buffet at Red Gate Lodge in the evening, added the final shine to the
day and the 'Crusader' disco (who had done a magnificent job over the PA throughout
the day) went down a storm.

From us all on the West Midlands Area Committee (who organised this event), we hope
you enjoyed the day - we certainly did and we hope to see you again next year.

P.S. The day was organised for the benefit of you - the members. Please let us know
via the Courier how you felt the day went.

(GT6 MK111)




IANUARY 1983

—

6 cylinders for £

MOTOR SPORT

o = L A i e o

135!

And 6 more reasons for buying the Triumph Vitesse

SIX-CYLINDER ENGINE Thc Vilesse Hels its
steam from & 1596 ce six-cylinder motor, All
other cars of its price have Tour-cylinder
units. What's so clever shout six? Smooth-
ness,  silence. nd-in-velvet-glove
strength. You've noticed these qualities in
big cars. But the Vilese weighs a mere 17
cwt! Result: light-car nippiness, limousine
silkiness, gran turismo vivacity {top speed
ol 9 plus). Now for six more virtues i

1 coMFORT IN THE GRAND MANNER All 1he
seats are deeply upholsiered, The driver's is
adjustable 14 72 positions fone of them is
yours), The faci and door cappings are of
mellow walnut. You could take an inventory
of the buili-in fittings (1win sun VNS,
heater demister,  sereenwashers, cte. cle.
ele.). Visihility note: slim window pillars
allow a 9375 all-round view,

2 FRONT-WHEEL DISC BRAKES A car as
energetic as the Vitesse nceds brakes that
bring it quickly, surcly, safely to heel in
cvery weather, [t got them,

3 FOUR-EYE NIGHT VISION A new stant on
night driving. Good to look at, Wonderful
to see with.

4 ALL-ROUND INDEPENDENT SUSPENBION
Each wheel on the Vitesse is independently
sprung. This means that the Vitesse holds
the road on corners better than maost cars do
on the straight. And makes even the roughest
rovads leel suave and civilised.

5 25.FT TURNING CIRCLE The Vitesse can
right-about-face where cther cars have (o do
three-pointers. 1t can eel into parking spaces
Just 3 1t more than its length, No struggling
with the whecl, cither.

6 onE sERVICE IN 3,000 MILES Apart from
checking oil, water, tyres and battery, you
can lorget about the Vitesse's internal
cconomy for 3,000 miles.

TRY IT! Space here docsn't permit a full-
stale appreciation of the Vitesse. But a trial
drive docs!

DIAL FOR A DRIVE—FREE
Ring your local ‘Standard-Triumph
dealer, and arrange for a free test-drive
in the Vitesse.

TRIUMPH VITESSE SALOON £735. 4.7
TRIUMPH VITESSE CONVERTIOLE £784.15.5

Lirices furbude pd. Bun-done patubcank (9.7 erten,

ranoaro [ Thivire

A member of the Levtand Metars Group

Whats On Next ?

ANGLIA AREA BARBEQUE AND AUTOTEST
SATURDAY 10TH JULY, 1982 - 2PM - 11.30PM

Held on a new, bigger site this year. 3 miles from the 0ld English Gentleman, 3 miles
from Duxford War Museum. 'See Concourd 01 on the Sunday'. What will be there?
Autotest, organised by the Essex section ... Spare Parts ... Chef prepared Barbeque
served 6pm approx ... Trade Stands ... Marquee full of Club regalia ... Side Stands ...
Real Ale - bar open to 11.30pm etc. etc. ... Lucky Tickets ... Distance Awards ...
Grand Raffle. Entrance tickets bought in advance only, adults £3.50, Children,

E1.50. SAE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO TSSC. Camping on site Saturday and Sunday, toilets,
wash basins and water provided only. £1.00 for site for caravan or tent -

tickets bought in advance. HAVE A GREAT WEEK WITH YOUR CLUB AT WELLS FARM, WHITTLESFORD,
NR. CAMBRIDGE. Send now for tickets, Barbeque and campsite, to Barry Newitt, 89
Shelford Road, Trumpington, Cambridge. Ticket sales close 3rd July.

HOW TO GET THERE?
CArBo06E

Noe

TRusmPimeTon

=i

“wWiTH ALL TWS RBeeR ABouT,
| NEED A Tbdbdre )

Lor?

S AT

Fowumans

NEwuMARE T




REGALIA *#* CLUB REGALIA *#* CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGy |

Lé?gii?:&ii E’;:}CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUR R
B REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA **+ CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGALIA *** CLUB REGA'

Metal Car Badge ...cciiiiiais’  miiiies. idisissesseesees £3.00 + 30p. P/p.
Licence Holder (old style reversible) ... £0.30 + 10p. P/p.
Licence Holder (new style) — ........ £0.30 + 10p. P/p.
Rear Window Sticker (new style) ... ™ ecovsvereennn £0.30 + 10p. P/p.

Woven Badge (Triumph Sports Six Club) £1.80+ 12p. P/p

£0.70 + 12p. P/p.

Key Fob (new style - leather with Metal Badge)

EE S 2] EEhEE EL S EEE T E 3 EE ] & 2R E RS SR S T
1
T Shirts
: e | s | et £4.55 + 50p. P/p.
weatshirts £7.95 + 80p. P/p.
Sports Courtell V neck with TSSC badge £14.55 + T5p. P/p
bR e 2 SRR Lt e Fxkk FEEER kR kR kkk ok ke ko

Send cheques or postal orders made payable to the Triumph Sports Six Club to:—
Chris Evans, 24 Holland Park, Barton-under-Needwood, Staffs.
Tel: (028 - 371) 2834

Back Issues of the Courier are obtainable from Maggie Maudsley at 50p. each.
Please enclose a large S.A.E.

Fk
*hkEk L 24 ok kR Rk Hk ko kR kokk * L b EEE L]

Wafer thin Brushed Aluminium badges (same size as licence holders) similar finish to Mk 2
Vitesse Boot Plates. Ideal ‘repeater’ badge for the rear of the car. 25p. each + SAE marked
‘DO NOT BEND'.

A Leicester area enterprise — for Leicester Area Funds.
Send to Trudi Squibbs, 24 Prince Rupert Avenue, i)esborough, Kettering, Northants.
Tel: (0536) 761930

EES £ ek EE
*% * LE R 2T i mm

;\;h::]r:ta:]:::sri::;;eais takep ::n ﬁuEIiSh accurate information, the Editor and the Committee of the TSSC
gree with all the views expressed within the Courier [or Turni i
: ssaril urning Cir
accept any liability from erroneous or misleading information found Lhe{rein, Bilile] and estuiar

SUMMER MEETING  TSSC

The Milton Keynes and Leicester areas of the TSSC, are holding a Summer Meeting

on August 22nd at The Fountain, Loughton (on the A5 between Stoney Stratford and
Bletchly). The meeting is to be an inter-Club meeting and we are inviting drivers
from the MG Owner's Club and from the TR Clubs. The meeting will consist of driving
test, working car condition awards and some other competitions. There will be a meal
and a disco in the evening. If you would care to come, please fill in the form
below. Tickets are £3 for adults and £1.50 for children (the childrens ticket covers
a childrens meal and for the entertainer, for part of the afternoon). The meeting

starts at 1.00pm until 10.30pm.

B L0t L P CUT HERE
I would like to attend the TSSC Summer Meeting and require ....... tickets @ £3.00
and ...... childrens tickets @ £1.50.

I enclose a cheque/PO for £ ..oovunenns

I would like to enter the driving test/car condition awards

May car is ..... B S R T ST A S
My Club 15 4uevenennnrnnrnsasssnrsnsssnnsanssons LT
Please make cheques/PO to Geoff King

Name vvevsnrnensscnsnnans R T I I A R R R R
Address B R e womme i s oy W

LAST POSTING DATES FOR TICKET APPLICATIONS 7TH AUGUST
ENCLOSE SAE FOR RETURN TICKETS.

Ticket applications: GEOFF KING
31 HIGH VIEW
DEANSHANGER
MILTON KEYNES
MK19 6LL

THE NORFOLK AREA INAUGURAL EVENT 4TH AND 5TH SEPTEMBER
This is a national event, so put a note in your diary or cheque in the post.

Going on over the weekend it will include an autotest, trade stands, Club regalia and
barbeque and disco on the Saturday evening.
On the Sunday, there will also be a convoy run to Caistor Motor Museum and a Treasure

Hunt. During the weekend films will be shown and technical demonstrations given.
There will, of course, be the usual distance awards, name the part and other side stalls.

Plenty of camping space will be available as well as a list of local B&B accomodation.
The site has full toilet and shower facilities as well as a nearby (20 yds) cafe which
will be serving meals throughout the weekend (including breakfast). All this will take
place at The White Lodge Public House (freehouse) at Attleborough (All between Norwich
and Cambridge).

TICKETS: E3 per head for weekend including entrance to disco and barbeque (children
half price). Entrance to Caistor Motor Museum is £1, payable in advance. Entrance

for Treasure Hunt will be 75p. Camping charges have yet to be finalised but will

be NOMINAL.

For tickets and map write to Ian Eastwood, 13 Newton
payable to Ian Eastwood (TSSC). SEND AN SAE PLEASE.

Notice to Norfolk Area members: Volunteers are still needed!!! Could you all bring
a list of discounts to the next meeting so that we can make an Area list.

Close, Trowse, Norwich - cheques




TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB - NORTH AND SOUTH YORKSHIRE AREA CONCOURS AND MOORS RUN
SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER, 1982 |

MEET AT THE ROYAL OAK, NORTON, MALTON (A64 YORK - SCARBOROUGH -BAR LUNCHES - TETLEY'S
BEERS).

ANYTIME AFTER 10.00 PM. JUDGING 12.00 - 2.00 PM.
MOORS RUN 2.30 PM {bring flask etc.).
if entries warrant).

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES 2.15 PM.
CLASSES - SALOONS AND SPORTS (will split further

It is hoped all entrants will join in the spirit of things and make our first Concours
event a great success. The Moors Run (can you climb a 1 in 3 hill?), will finish about
tea-time just above Whitby.

Entries with fee (£2.50) by 24th July if possible to:
JOHN GRISS, 87 Welham Road, Norton, Malton, MNorth Yorkshire Y017 9DS.
ALL ENTRIES WILL RECEIVE A COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE

Cut Here
TRIUWPH SPORTS SIx cLus ¢ T |
NORTH AND SOUTH YORKSHIRE CONCOURS - 5th September 1982 I
MODEL OF CAR ....... - — VEAR sesavevesionsan REG. NO. v.vvvvs... e
OWNER'S NAME ....uv'uuns..... B Please return to !
DORESS . o raws ppa v st s e v as s iy e OSS by 2th Duly with £2.50]

ROUSHAM PARK, NR STEEPLE ASTON, OXFORDSHIRE

41 HILLSIDE

SUNDAY 12TH SPETEMBER,_1982 LITCHFIFLD
ENTRY FORM STAFFORDSHIRE
R WS14 9DH
|
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS:
BEMEE R a s dim i mamince T, Tel No.: .oone R T O I e Y
AddTess: cesevness ) AN T L B R R RS R e e e e e R R e e S e
VeRfeler i anniesa s MBHETE . usmnrwmsnnsansse Year: weewassnnanas AP sy
CIub oF REGISEETS susemewsassmmeisniesings e S Rty e Noe: Sisissisriisess
SSLoBRITOURER fCOURE: Suusaamn b iism R insy Car Reg NO.tuuveenernnnnnnn. .

Concours Yes/No Driving Tests Yes/No Distant Award Yes/No I

INDEMNITY:

1 agree to save harmless and keep indemnified the Standard Register, Ther Pre-1940
Triumph Owners Club, The Razoredge Owners Club, The Triumph Mayflower Club, The
Triumph TR Register, The Triumph Sports Six Club, Club Triumph, The Triumph 2000/
2500/2.5 Register, The Management of Rousham Park and all other individuals and |
organisations associated with this event, their officials, agents, servants and
representatives from and against all actions, claims, expenses or demands in respect
of death or injury to myself, however caused arising from or in connection with this
entry or my taking part in this event, nothwithstanding that the same may have been

contributed to or occasioned by the negligence of the said bodies, their officials,
representatives or agents.

Signed: .......... o e e Bate: e cankidiaiesvioes

If under 18 years of age, countersignature of parent or guardian

Signed: PAte? ewwsswmmnmnieis s

I enclose Cheque/PO for £3 being the entry fee for all competitions and free entry

to Rousham Park and Gardens for Car, Driver and all Passengers, together with a
souvenir Plague. Please make cheques payable to STANDARD TRIUMPH INTERNATIONAL RALLY.
Return to Colin Eastwood at the above address. Please note below any interesting
details of your car(s) to help us to compile our commentary! (of o & separate eti\

8

>k DEVON AREA NATIONAL EVENT

KR TR RN
World of Wheels Custom Festival, Sunday July 25th at Mewton Abbot Racecourse.

This event includes Custom, Vintage, Veteran and Classic Car displays with trophies
for the winners and souvenir plaques for all entrants.

Also the British Grand Prix for hot rod saloons, supported by autorods and bangers.

Our Area will have a stand with some of our best cars on.display. _Camping is avail-
able, so if anyone is interested, either in entering their car or just a good day
our - ring me on Plymouth 700555. Stan Walters.

We have had an invitation to THE 23RD NATIONAL STANDARD RALLY (INCLUDING THE S5
REGISTER RALLY), which is duly extended to all TSSC Club members.

ENTRY FORM AND RALLY DETAILS:

National Standard Rally - 17th/18th July 1982

Coombe Abbey Countryside Park, Coventry

The 23rd MNational Standard Rally will be held on the 17th and 18th July. This

year we will also welcome members of the SS Register, who vill have their own Class
in the Rally. Any other make of car from the same era is welcome in the Open Class.

The provisional programme of events is:

Meet for Saturday lunch at the Dun Cow, Brinklow. During the afternoon, there will
be a Cavalcade of Cars through Coventry city centre, calling at The Coventry Motor
Museum, where special parking will be provided. Tn the evening a social event will
be arranged and camping will be available if required.

On Sunday, the usual driving tests, Concours Jjudging, autojumble, tug-of-war and welly

throwing will take place at Coombe Abbey.

A full timetable of events will be published in the Rally Programme, which will be
mailed in advance to all entrants.

The entrance fee of £1.75 includes
car parking waiver at Coombe Abbey.

the Rally Programme, a commemorative plague and
Entrance to the Park is free.

any time before noon on Sunday. Please detach
by JUNE l4th 1982 to ensure your inclusion in the

Participants can join the Rally at
and return the entry form below
Rally Programme.

ENTRY FORM
Closing date June 14th 1982.
as appropriate.

Please fill in details IN BLOCK CAPITALS and tick boxes

REG. NO.
PLEASE INDICATE WHICH CLASS YOU ARE ENTERING:
Master Class Edwardian and Vintage

(up to 1930) E::]
D 55 Register }—
[]

Post Vintage

Flying Standards 8's, 10's, Pennants

Vanguards and Ensigns ™ Open Class (pre 1963)
L_J 9




N.B. The Master Class is for all previous winners of
N ey, s dater p of any Standard Concours Class

Please write a few words about your car, its hi
story or rest i
interesting details for inclusion in thé }:;rogr-amtne.:"r TRT IR o o B

The Club reserves the right to edit these details as space allows.

RALLY ATTENDANCE Sunday only D Saturday and D
Sunday

|

iagzgeiitanddthat the organisers, the National Standard Rally, its committee, members

. a hs an helpers_cannot accept any claim for damage to vehicles, personél injur
or deat su;talned while taking part in the event. All vehicles which are dri =
on the Public Road must comply with the Road Traffic Acts. ven

Overnight camping Saturday night

SEgned. ooveovanes ses

Date: cuueesasseas s F
Please return this form to:

MR E TWORKOWSKI

RALLY ORGANISER

56 TURFPITS LANE
ERDINGTON

BIRMINGHAM B23 5DpP

Please enclose £1.75 fee per car.
Cheques/PO payable to Standard Motor Club

If entering more than one vehicle please write additional details below.
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Technical Feature

HOW TO SPRAY A CAR:

By John Boole

If you are considering spraying your car with typical, domestically available
equipment, e.g. those items of equipment that normally work at below 50PSI, with
an air consumption of less than 3.5CFM, then it is better to spray small
sections at a time, rather than attempting the whole car in one operation.

Follow the paint manufacturers' instructions carefully, especially with regards
to thinning the paint and cleaning the equipment.

Mask off, using old newspapers and masking tape, those areas adjacent to the
one being sprayed that do not require painting at this stage. Remove as many
chrome and trim parts as possible. The surface to be sprayed must be clean
of dirt, rust and grease and it must be dry.

It should then be tut' to provide a surface to which the new paint can adhere.
Use fairly course wet and dry abrasive papers for this.Do not spray new paint
direct onto bare metal but apply a coat of the recommended primer and/or

rust inhibitor first. Generally speaking, you will require a bigger nozzel
for primer than for colour and likewise better atomisation on colour than
primer so as to obtain a better gloss.

Do not try to spray out of doors on a very hot day as this will accelerate

the already fast drying time of the paint and make it very difficult for you

to keep a wet edge and achieve an even finish. Do not spray in windy conditions
and damp down the floor etc. to prevent dust, whether inside or outside.

NOTE: In damp, cold conditions, a bloom may appear in the final gloss. This
is due to the cold atmosphere and under these conditions, spraying should be
curtailed.

Apply the paint in light coast to small, easily manageable areas following
normal spraying techniques. When each coat has dried, rub it down with wet
and dry paper, using either water or thinner.

Clean the surface thoroughly after rubbing down and make sure it is totally
dry before applying the next coat. Repeat the process with progressively
finer grades of wet and dry paper until you have achieved a gloss finish
that matches the surrounding paintwork in respect to a repair or, if it

is intended to do the whole car, to a finish which is acceptable to yourself.

Keep your hands off newly prepared surfaces - finger marks will show through
the finish. Remember, it is very difficult to obtain a perfect match on
repair work, even for professional sprayers. This is because the old paint
will have changed colour under the influence of sunlight and road film. You
are advised never to spray only part of a panel, even if only a small area
is damaged. Respray the whole panel right up to a 'natural break', such as

chrome strip or panel edge - this will help you avoid an obvious colour contrast.

You can also purchase proprietary preparations, which help to restore the
original colour of the existing paintwork - this helps you to achieve a good
match.

Referring to FIG 1:-

ROOF AND BONNET  Get right over horizontal areas with gun nozzle 6 - 8
Inches from the surface. Stand on a rigid platform for the necessary working
height. Do not over reach, keep hose off work, watch out for drips, keep

gun parallel to sprayed surface and maintain the wet edge.

FRONT: Spray the hard parts first - inside the bonnet and boot lid, door
edges and shuts, etc. Then start on top of the bennet and work round the
offside of the car, if you are right handed or near side, if left handed.
Always keep a wet edge to new paintwork.

SIDE: Spray pillgrs and door shuts before panels. For best finish, keep the

gun always at 90" to work and spray with a stiff wrist. In dim light start
at the bottom and work upwards. Overlap each stroke by approx 50%. Keep

nozzle 6 - 8 inches from panels. Spray in 2 - 3 ft. strokes. Do not over reach.
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NOTE: When spraying horizontal surfaces, always start nearest to you and work
away from you. This way the dry overspray does not fall onto the already
painted surface, giving a sandpaper finish. See FIG. 2.

SOME PAINT DIFFICULTIES THEIR CAUSES AND CURES:
Orange Peel Conditions

An Orange Peel appearance can be described as circular, crate-like formations.
Although the film is a continuous one, or in other words, the substrate is
completely coated, the film is uneven in film thickness. Although some finishes
desire this effect, in the main, it is regarded as a finishing defect.

The prime causes of this condition are improper solvents and/or insufficient
atomizational air.

Improper solvents means that the solvent retained in the coating after it
has been deposited on the body, is insufficient to allow proper flow out or
levelling of the finishing material. The reason for this, normally, is that
the solvent has too great an evaporation rate. For example: Tolune has

an evaporation rate of 2.7 minutes and Xylene is rated at 10.8 = minutes.
From this it can be seen that material containing Xylene will continue to
flow or level out longer than if the same material were reduced with Tolune
to the same viscosity.

To touch on viscosity for a moment, it can be said that the viscosity should
be such that will allow the amount and pressure of the compressed 'air along
with the air nozzle used to give the degree of automization required.

The word 'required' was used in the last sentence rather than 'desired'
because, generally, spray operators strive to accomplish too good an atomiza-
tional job rather than let the chemistry of the fluid work for them as well.

Many of the coatings; when sprayed can have a high degree of orange peel
effect as well as other apparent defects but if the chemistry of the fluid
is right, such as the proper solvents, by the time the flash off and curing
has taken place, the finish will be as desired.

As far as air pressure used for atomizing, one should strive to use the lowest
possible pressure that will, again, give the degree of atomisation required.
Bear in mind, of course, the statements in the last paragraph. The latter
primarily relates to operations where the material nozzle orifice size is
0.086" or less and the film thickness requirements are 0.002" or less.

In summary, the correction for orange peel defect is to use slower evaporating
solvents and/or increase atomisation pressure.
Orange Peel

Cause:

Improper atomization; material too high is viscosity. Spra¥ed improperly;

gun too close to the panel. Solvent too fast, evaporates too fast for proper
flow-out.

Preventive:

Use recommended air pressures at the gun and follow thining instructions.

Use slower solvents. Use arm in full, long strokes, paralleling surface
with as little wrist action as possible. Hold gun at right angle to and from
6 to 10" from work.

Remedy:

Rub with rubbing compound when thoroughly dry, or in extreme cases, sand
down to smooth surface and refinish.
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RUNS OR SAGS:

Runs or Sags

Cause:

Too much thinners; thinners too slow; too heavy coats; too wet coats.

Preventive:
Reduce material according to lable instructions; regulate material adjust-
ment on spray gun to cut down flow of material. Do not hold gun too close.

Remedy:
Sand down to smooth surface when totally dry and refinish.

PINHOLING AND SOLVENT PROPS:

Pinhaling and Solvent Paps

Cause:

Moisture in spray lines; trapped solvents; insufficient atomization of
material; settling of pigment.

Preventive:

The drain valve of the filter or compressor tank should be opened daily to
allow drainage of collected moisture.

Do not apply materials too heavily but spray in uniform, normal coats to
allow proper evaporation of solvents. Use recommended thinners. Increase
air pressure for proper atomization.

Remedy:
Sand down to smooth surface and refinish.

OVERSPRAY - DRY SPRAY:

v - [y Spray

This condition is usually found where the finish forms a centre line on

roof tops or bonnets. If the left hand of the car is sprayed first, over-
spray appears to left of centre line when the right hand side is sprayed,

or visa versa. At this point, gun is held at angle and further from surface
than at other points of the stroke.

To overcome, spray the side of the car on which overspraying appears with a
wet mist coat, consisting of a mixture of retarder and paint thinners.

DIRT UNDER THE FINISH:

Dirt_under the finish

Cause:
Applying finish over dusty surface; dirty and dusty spraying conditions.
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Preventive:

'Tack-wipe' the surface immediately before spraying colour coats in order to
remove dust and dirt. Get into the 'Tack rag habit'. They cost little -
and save a lot of headaches. Good housekeeping.

Remedy:

Rub with rubbing compound, or in extreme case with 400 graee paper and refinish.
w.@’ Cratering

Cause:

Silicone contamination from lubricants, grease, polishes and waxes especially
aerosol sprayed inhibitors.

Preventive:

Remove source of silicone: eliminate silicone contamination of the surface
by washing off with solvent.

Remedy:

Remove finish in affected area and refinish.
BLUSHING: : Blushing

Cause:

Condensation of water in the film which has cooled itself by the evaporation
of poorly balanced or fast drying thinners.

Preventive:

Blushing may be overcome by the addition of a retarder which is a high
boiling, slow evaporating solvent, although during excessive humidity this
might fail. The only cure in such cases is to stop spraying.

Remedy:

Add retarder to the lacquer and apply another double coat.
w& Hlistering

Cause: e

Use of improper undercoats and top coats; hands on metal.
Preventive:

Use only recommended undercoats and top coats; keep bare hands off the surface
to be painted.
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Remedy:

Sand with 400 paper to remove blisters in affec?ed areas, or in extreme
cases, remove finish down to bare metal and refinish.

MOTTLING:
Cause:
Too much thinners; very wet coats.

Preventive:

Reduce material according to label instructions. Regulate material adjust-
ments on spray gun to cut down flow of material.

Remedy:
In severe cases, sand down affected areas with 400 paper and apply qddit%onal
top coat material, reduced according to label directions and spray in uniform

normal coats.

CHERISHED CAR
INSURANCE

A better deal at a
better price

Agreed value
policies on all
cherished

vehicles over 15
years old

We are very
competitive,
so why not
give us a call
and find out
what you can
save!

HALL & CLARKE

Insurance Consultants Limited
67 Park Royal Road. London NW10 7Jd
Telephone: 01-965 2751 Telex: 934573
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International Marque Secretaries

HERALD REGISTER SECRETARY
We are now nearly up to the 600 mark on the register; a number of early cars
are now starting to turn up from Australia and New 4ealand and we have a P48
Coupe from South Africa. A 12/50 saloon from 'down-under' is listed as having
twin headlights = it seems that the 1600 Vitesse bonnet was standard on this

marque over there.

Conv. Saloon wstate Coupe 's! Van Totals
948 3 10 - 7 3 - 23
1200 65 93 19 10 - 3 190
12/ 50 - 4o - - - - 40
13/60 189 107 &7 A S = 343
596

Herald Rescue Squad into Action !

Thanks to Kevin Atkinson's sharp eyes and John Kipping's rapid action another
Herald 948 'S' has been added to the register. UDB 209 was found 'abandoned' on
a building site in Cheshire by Kevin and is now being tended by John ! Like the
other two 948's on the register this one is Litchfield Green. The car, which

is probably of 1961 vintage, is nearly complete; needing some welding, rear
valances and lots of 'tidying' to make it presentable. 1f anyone is interested
in a worthwhile restoration project contact the Spares Secretary, John Kipping.

Commission Number Guide - Q4b cc Cars.
This list is to help you date your car if the log book has 'gone missing' or

Swansea are not sure of the date of original registration.

Saloon (single carb. 1959 =1961).

May .1'95? GIDL, Jan 1960 G23651DL, Jan 1961 GEOOR4DL,: March: 1961 G6A435 (final
commission -numbez). -

;aloon (iwin carb, 1959 - 1961)

Se?t 1959 GY1DL, Jan 1960 GY1158UL, Jan 1961 GYl0184, June 1961 G1l1392DL
(final commission number). '
Coupé (2ll twin carbs., 1959 = 1961).

May 1959 YIDL, Jan 1960 Y5267DL, Jan 1961 Y22098DL, June 1961 Y23426DL
(final no.). Side ridges in the roof were introduced in ca. June 1960,
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Convertible (1960 - 1961)
jarch 1960 Y5632CV  (export only until August), Jan 1960 220396 LV,
June 1961 Y2342oCV (final commission number).

948 's' Saloon (1961 - 1964)

Feb 1961 G6O471SP, Jan 1962 L6obhéSe, From way 1963 G714625r production
was to special order only. Jan L964 735605y, the final commission number
G73571SP was also produced in Jan 1964, a massive production run of 4 cars in

19641
9hfl 'S" commission numbers run in parallel with ordinary 94v salocns and are

distinguished by the suffix 5F.

Fitting ik IV Spitfire rear suspension to Herald. L'm also still locking for
a 948 cc Parts manual - 1 can arrange to obtain a copy if you are willing to
lend it to me !

Chris Longhurst.

International GT6 Register Secretary

New Book

'Triumph Spitfire and GT6' by Graham Robson. Published by Osprey, 192 pages, 200
illustrations, £9.95.

This long awaited book will be available on 24th June. It promises to be the most
comprehensive treatment yet of the history of the Spitfire and GTé and contains many
previously unpublished photographs. The author, Graham Robson, is well qualified to
write such a work since he is not only-an accomplished motoring historian but he also
worked for Triumph during the period of the works rally Spitfires. Incidently, Graham
is an honary member of the Club.

If you have difficulty obtaining a copy, write to:

THE SALES MANAGER
0SPREY PUBLISHING
12 - 14 LONG ACRE
LONDON SW2E 9LP TEL: 01 836 7863

Adding £1.50 for postage and packing.

CTé6 MK111 Windscreen Frame:

I have received several letters from people asking how they can deal with the rusting
that occours along the seam between the top edge of the windscreen frame and the front
edge of the roof. This appears to be caused by rain being forced between the screen
frame and the finishing strip over the seam. Rusting then takes place along the seam,
causing the finishing strip to swell.

If the damage is superficial, it's worth attempting to force 'Waxoyl' underneath the
strip in the hope of arresting the rust. However, perhaps the only really effective
way of curing the problem is to cut out the rusted metal and weld in new steel.

Although the damage may not appear to be very great, when cutting out the rust you may
well find that both the front edge of the roof and the top =dge and sides of the
windscreen frame are also corroded. So you may have to replace both the windscreen
frame and the front edge of the roof. Obviously the Jatter part will have to be obtain-
ed from another car or be fabricated. The final problem is obtaining a useable finish-
ing strip, since this is no longer available from BL and does not seem to be stocked

by any of the specialist suppliers. The part number is 814628.

If you would like further information from somebody who has effected a repair as out-

lined above, contact: BRIAN LEES, 36 SHAFTESBURY WAY, ROYSTON, HERTS.
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PEN TO PAPER

LETTER FROM ARTHUR, BELFAST:

You may remember reading a letter from me about my 13/60 Herald Convertible, last
year, before it had been put on the road again. I now continue my story but as it is
2 little sad at the end, I warn sensitive readers to have a handkerchief ready.

1 managed to beat out all the sheet metal patches where were then rivited in place

to fill up floor holes. With a blue body, green bonnet and driver's door and a white
passender door, I submitted it for MOT again. This time it failed because of defec-
tive brake pipes but successfully passed the retest. Incidentally, our vehicle
testing service here is government-operated andy very stringent. All centres have
brake effectiveness machines as well as pits for the inspectors and it's good value
having the test done as they often see things the ordinary 0D would miss.

To continue, I had it painted, inside as well as out with a baked-on enamel in the
original dark blue shade. Eventually I refitted the back seats and trim and got It
taxed in September. My wife and I really enjoyed travelling in it - oh, I forgot,

I bought Bertie Hallam's hard top and fitted it because I had no time to fit the new
hood, which is still in its wrappers - and it was much admired.

We did a couple of 400 mile round trips to Tipperary and back and had absolutely no
trouble. Then came a change for us. My wife's mother, now 80, suffered a disablement
which prevented her walking. As she would no longer have been able to keep house

in her home in Nampshire, we offered to bring her here with us and she accepted.

We took her out in the Herald a few times but it was difficult to get her into the
seat, either front or back and after her own house had been sold, offered to pay for

a new car which would be easier for her to get into. So now I have another Citroen

a Visa 11 which somehow pleases my wife far better than the DS, ID and GS had done.

Well, I can't afford to run two cars, so must dispose of the Convertible. The engine
and box have only 45,000 behind them and there is a spare engine and bar with about

the same wear. I must have spent £350 on welding, £200 for the baked-on paint job, not
to mention the time put in and Berties hard top.

Who's interested? Why not come over and see it?

LETTER FROM OLIVER ST JOHN, COVENTRY:

I thought I would share a recent experience with fellow members: Whilst replacing

my worn rear dampers on my Vitesse, I noticed that the spring clamp plate, which holds
the transverse road spring down onto the diff., was split completely in two. Further
investigation revealed the break as an old one and had resulted in one of the six
studs shearing off. On visiting a car breakers' yard, I found a dead Spitfire with
its plate badly cracked, before obtaining a sound plate from a Herald.

I can only assume that this fault might be fairly common on Club car, and suggest
that a quick peek by members at their rear spring may save heartbreak in the future.

Incidentally, I would like to thank Jack Halliday and Barry Heeks for their advice
on my petrol sender (March Courier), the same Herald also contained a lock-ring
version that worked, so problem solved:

Finally, if anyone has 16 of the long wheel nuts, plus spacers, used to hold on the
hubcaps (and wheels) of GTé's and Spitfires, for sale, could they please contact me
at 25, Westminster Road, Coventry (until July) or on 03954 2621 anytime.

SPORT SIX SPARES

~
Repairs, Service, New, Used and Reconditioned Spares
for VITESSE, GT6, SPITFIRE, TR6/7, 13/60
01-572 8320 80 Whitton Road, Hounslow, Middlesex.
TRANSMISSION SPECIALIST —  TRY US FIRST — WE ARE CHEAPEST
S
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LETTER _FROM JOHN THEﬁhIS, STOCKPORT:

1 have discovered some photographs of the 12/50 Herald S

designed grille), owned in its early days by a late unc1Zl§?nmgiznr°?fw§nqar§-
interested to hear from any member of the Club who has since owneé it atuan i‘
knows of its whereabouts. It was registered in Cambridge and was used in tﬁ E?B,
area in its first few years. Colour: Signal Red. Registration number: GVE SZGEy

It could still be somewhere in the Anglia Area. Corres
. pondence to JJ i
12 Albion Street, Hyde, Stockport, Cheshire - please. . Thepts;

LETTER FROM TIM DAVIES, MID. GLAMORGAN:

I have Ollly recently Joiﬂed the TSSC and I own a MK11ll GTé in reasonable condition
i

I spend most of my time and money on the car and I am forever to be found 1iddlillg

about in the garage.

Every month I look forward to seeing the Courier posted through m t

w@thip a day, I have read and thoroughly enjoyed ?t - great mgg! yHi:e::: b:: ?nd
live in 5. Wales, I am a bit bewildered not to see any TSSC Club meetings,in my
local area. There are quite a few GTé's and other Triumphs in S. Wales and I was
wondering if anybody knew of the existence of a Club. If anyone is interested in
forming a Club in The Cardiff area, (plenty of local 'Fleshpots' available), could
they contact me after 6pm on Lbntrisart 223509. (sorry Tim, I couldn't read,your
writing, but I hope that is right - typist).

THE REAL ORIGIN OF THE CLOTH CAP:

send in by A. Joker

The origin of the cl -
rldiculgd i many.c oth cap (Latin - Bowler Andycappus) has been expounded by some,

However, what is not generally known is that the cloth cap can be traced back to

the East Pakistan and Dymchurch Li
ght Railway in the - i
ular to a cloakroom attendant, Mahatma Coat.y e PO ety

Young M Coat was posted to Wherami Halt
near an army camp which housed the Pl
Argyle and Sutherland Foot and Mouth d ot
; and h
et Aok nd happened to find on a deserted track, a

Poor unknowing dimwit that he was, h
C ; ; he thought it was a hat and walked off down th
road wearing it. He hadn't gone far when he was passed by a Triumph Sports Cart :

whose driver was i
o if quite taken with this strange headgear and gave &4 rupees (£118)

Hence this strange garb found its wa
A y back to Europe where it
thing to wear in all the best concentric circles. ) A T

Now people amy scoff at this landmark of attire, this pinnacle of our society, nay
L

cornerstone of the British Empire but !
el mp ut many don't realise waht you have to be to

Yes friends you too can own a cloth ca
p - really there's nothing to be worried
??OUt.l Al% you hav? to do is to send away today for the free cloth cap catalogue
n zz our) - with it you will receive our free plastic record which will tell
you the truth about what you have to wear under the cloth cap (including VAT).

Well friends thats it for now.

Watch this space next week for news of the special memorial LP - J.V.C. 25 years on

666666666
5555555
Lhhlty
333
22
1
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SNIPPET FROM ALAN CAYLESS, BEDFORD:

I was recently going through some of
my old car mags and having
iclear out', when I came across the
enclosed article in Car Mechanics 1972. }

(March)

My knowledge of specials is a bit
shaky to say the least but perhaps
some other Club Members might be able *

to identify the car?

Triumph herald
the way ahead

Peter Bird Is hoping
his latest venture will
be something of a
trlumph — with a cap-
‘mlll T'h there are

e 0] &
enough wnern of old
Triumph Heralds ::

Triumph Herald Is a
marvellous little car,
but it had a tendency
to rust quite badly.

“l am offering the
chance to turn rusty old
heaps Into & sporty lit-
tle roadster with plenty
of ch ter.

take B
unique car kits he Is
selling from a Warwick

factory.
1 “‘ry aald: “The

The company,
Stevens, ol mﬂ
Street, sells basic kits
of elass fibre which belt

a general

on to the chassis
engine of Triu
Heralds for ar

£325. .
Mr. Bird sald: “T

CUSTOM OF THE MONTH

Strange as it may seem. this
sporty looking saloon is basically
a Triumph Herald!

lts owner was B. Nichols of
Barnsley, Yorkshire. and a very
nice job he's made of restoring it.
He tells us that he first saw the
car “'rotting"* round the back of a
local garage, and at that time it
was badly in need of renovation.
It was then painted a ’‘grotty
green” and was generally looking
pratty sorry foritself.

“'The salesman seemed guite
pleased to sell it. in fact I just
saved it from the scrapman.”
says Mr Nichols.

He completaly repainted the
body with a brush, with | think
you will agree. very creditable
rasults. He also made and fitted
the jeather rool, as he could not
buy one to cut to the correct
shape. In fact he was never able
to discover the origin of the glass
fibre body, so if any CM readers
have any ideas. perhaps they
waould care to drop Mr Nichols a
line c/o Mercury House.
Waterloo Road, London S.E. 1.

Mechanically the car was com-

GLASS FIBRE ‘““HERALD"’

‘Spitfire silencer. As the car has a

light fibre glass body. it was. in
Mr Nichols' words ““fairly nippy™",

The car was particularly well
appointed. complete with rev
counter, bucket seats and
Motorola radio’ and a host of
other dials. A particularly smart
feature were the 12 inch alloy
wheels which gave the car some-
thing of a “'sporting” flavour,
polish up well too!

Unfartunately after he had
completed alf this hard work, Mr
Nichols had to sell the car, and
it's since passed into other
hands. So if the owner of 789
PNU is reading this issue, we'd
be pleased to hear from him.
Perhaps he can shed some light

L
[

b pletely standard. with the excep-
”I:,m" 1"" ""‘l’; b tion of @ reworked head. 1% in on the identity of that rather
who are reluctant U % gy omberg carburettar and  smartbody as well?
rid of thelr old Triu § o
Heralds b the snans ~ AR AAA B

really were popular
cars. With a new body
and Image, they could
go on for much longer.”

THE GUARDIAN Monday May 10 1987 - 17

David Willmott'tells how, when he needed a second
car, he rediscovered a reliable old favourite

Triumphant Herald -

WE  hadn’t intended o
become a  Iwo-car family.
Nothing had been  further
from my mind, until my wile
went hack to work and her
destination lay in a diiferent
direction from mine. I
needed a vehicle of sume sort
in which to drive to the tube
stalion,

I scanned the local paper
and in amongst the descrip-
tion of, guod runners with
long MoTs an advertisement
caught my eye. Triumph
Herald, 1969, used dady,
£250. That was it. Just what 1
wanled. Back in the late fil-
ties and sixties we'd had a
succession of Triumph
Heralds and I knew each
and every one of them inli-
mately.

Here was a car that at least
1 knew something about. I
telephoned the number given
on the Friday night, and got
no reply. 1 tried apain over
the weekend and  several
times during the week. All
wilhout sueress.

The next Friday the Tocal
paper arrived with the same
ad fur the same car, only this
time the price had  heen
reduced 1o £200!

Straight away 1 ddialled the
number and was amazed to
pet a reply, “Oh ses, the car's
still for sale,” said the young
man  who | answered  the
phone. “Come and see 1t
tumorrow morning.”

1 cycled over lu where the
car was kept. There was no
mistaking i Justas T remem-
bered it, a Venelian hlue
1360 Fstale with a "G
registration, and a steering
lock that turns un a Sixpence.
The bodywork looked  goud,
although I could sec it had
new sills and the tyres luoked
“above the legal linut”

“Jump in” said the young
man and with the encine stiar-
ing at the first toueh of the
huttan, we sped off down the
hy-pass at a fair old hek, The
guarbox had  that  “sewing
machine rattle” n low gears
that | remembercd from
before, but the rack and
pinion steering seemed posi-
tive and when the voung man
jumped on the b
dises on the [ros
hrought the car guickly to
a halt and 1n a straght hne.

= Why are vou selline: * 7, 1
asked suspiciously, thinking
about all the tricks of the
car trade I'd read about, The
young man  explained  that
he'd recently got marvied. lis
wife also had a car, and they
wanted to raise enoughocash
to put down a deposil on a
flat, It scemed plausible, su
1 wade a perfunclory exa-
nunation of what was uniler
the  honnet  and  looked
around for rust.

There were a few hubhlesg

at the bottom of the doors
hut by and large it was rust
{ree, amil even the silencer
seemerl secure.

It transpired that there
was ng spare wheel or jack,
“ Never needed them ™ said
the young man nonchalantly.
I dvcuded to buy it and
looked over the road tax and
MoTl  papers. “Will  you
take £190 for cash ? " T asked
tentalively. * Done ! " said the
young man.

The journcy home brought
memories [looding hack, and
like being with an old girl
friend again everything was
still in the same place. The
stubby gear lever clunked
into third as 1 changed down
for a roundabout, and the
engine responded. There
were times  when  the  car
showed 1ts 13 vears, The spr-
inzs tended to be soft and
the ruhber moulding round
the doors had lung  since

Triumph Herald Estate

prrished allowing a sizeable
draught to hlow round the
back of my neck.

Arriving home safely T tele-
phaned my insurance hroker
and told him the news He
laushed. * Bit diffecent from
your gas guseing Datsun, 1'11
oet sou a quuole, You won't
need  comprehensive,  just
third party fire and theft.”
He was bhack within minutes.
“As long as 1U's just ¥ou or
your wile driving, ivll he
fifty quid” “A month?" [
queried. N, a vear, and it'il
hie even less next vear, That's
it the car lasts that long, 1
send vou a cover note.”

T was surprised to learn
that even Though T had a full
ni claims  bonus  with the
same company on my existing
car, my second policy woulid
be treated as if T were a new
custianer.  However at  that
1[?:“':' 1 wasn’t going to quib-
e

S0 9t was  E190 for the
car  and  ER0 . for  the
insurance, On the road for
L2340, the tax and MaT sudl
had some lune 10 run

At a jumhle <ale [ found
the griginal maker's  hand-
bank gomz for 10 penee and
in a wecoml land soop 0
boauil. a jack and  wheel
hrace for B2, | then invest-

are wheel situa-
tion. The whicl was there in
the woll at the back, hut the
car had  bheen  fitled  with
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radial tyres swhich being
wider were too broad to fit
freely into the well. The tyre
had expanded and blown out
in the restricted space. A
new 1yre was no problem, but
it meanl carrying the spare
wheel loose in the estale
back.

Our two young. boys took

"to the car immediately with

its “real leather” seats and
wooden fascia, and - were
quick lo appreciate the wide
visibility, which .is so
restricted in the back .seat of
a modern Japanese car.

_ I made a list of the small
items that needed replacing;
a door handle, pedal rubbers,
an interior light bulb, and
found most of them climbing
over wiecks in the breaker's
yard. Surprisingly there were
few Triumph Heralds to be
found at the breaker's. Have
they all survived and are
still running ?

_After a few weeks of rau-
tious running to and from
the station 1 hecame more
daring and took the Herald
for longer runs. Petrol con.
sumption of the 128Rcc
engine remained at around
30 mpg, but the ail in the
sump  needed topping wup
after a spell of motorway
driving. Seventy mph was
easily attained, but it felt
much faster

The great joy of using the
Herald has been not having
to  worry about the odd
serateh or dirty mark. Pieces
of furniture and bags of
cement have heen carried in
the back without a qualm.
How can you lower the value
of a car whose initial cost
was 50 low ? I've realised that
driving the Herald reduces
the mileare and so keeps up
the resale value of our twn
vear old Datsun. Why drive
around in a car worth £4,000
when the £190 job gets you
from A to B just as easily.

“"What if the engine falix
out  tomorrow" you might
ask. If it does, the car cer-
tainly doesn't owe me a
penny, and the way it passed
the MOT last month suggests
that it's not yet likely to shed
its engine. F

We pet friendly waves
from drivers of ‘similarly
aged Heralds, and although
some other motorists cut
arross  in the  mistaken
impression that “kere comes
a slow old banger" by and
large we are treated with
respect on the roads.

Should times he hard and
we need to go hack to being
a ane car family again, [
could  prohably  sell the
Herald for what I pave for
it, but 1 would te more likely
to sell the Datsun and keep
my true and faithful friend
for another 13 vears




ey Nationwide

Tt was in 1969 that an up-market Spitfire MK11l was unveiled to the American public. i
The basic MK111l shape waz retained but there were numerous differences, including NORFOLK AREA MEWS, IANM EASTWOOD & PHIL HUDSON REPORTING:

the introduction of a new dashboard with the dials in front of th? drlyer. %ater t? We had a very good turnout last night - never seen so many new faces at one time
be standard in the MK1V. Under the bonnet there was a 1296cc engine with elther'51ngle Welcome to everybody. About 5 people decided to join, having come for a leok ﬁostl
or twin Zenith-Stromberg carburettors which were more efficient for the very strict 1500 and MKIV Spits but also a Herald (1961) and a MKL GTE. . y
exhaust emissions regulations. The gearbox was the standard three-synchromesh type Local Events Diary

although some were given the prototype tour-synchro box to be used in later models.

On the trim side the seats were special high-backs giving more vertical support. Sunday 18th July: Visit to Caister-on-sea Motor Museum

Leave at 10 from Zaks. Visit to museum and beach. Entry to museum

Two speed wipers were in this package but not electric washers. Chrome wheel embel- will be about El per head (party rates not yet finalised by museum)
ishers were fitted to cover the whole wheel centre. payable in advance to me.
This car was not available to the British public as it was intended to see how the Lastly, a note of clarification. The Sunday meeting is always 12 days after the
American market would accept the new developments. However, this car is a collectors Tuesday evening meeting.
item in the USA as only about 500 were manufactured. ANGLIA AREA NEWS, BARRY NEWITT REPORTS:
LETTER FROM STUART JACKSON, DORSET: Meetings, lst Thrusday of each month at the Old English Gentleman, Harston.
I recently fitted a full sound-proofing kit to my 1972 Spitfire 1500 and members Monthly meetings are very well attended, a little better turnout for our weekend
who were considering such ventures themselves may be interested in my opinion. runs, that we have been doing still would like to see more.
For £35, I purchased a 'Super Acoustikit' and with its accompanying full instruc- By the time you read this, the National Barbeque here in Cambridge will be only
tions, fitting proved surprisingly straightforward. The end result was very impre- days away. Hope you have all got your tickets by now. Our monthly meeting at
ssive with engine and road noise being dramatically reduced to a much more acceptable the 01d English Gentleman, 1st July, when I hope to have lots of people volunteer-
level. (Yes, I still get the wind noise but you cannot win them allll). I really ing to help to set the B/Q up on Friday 9th July; to help run it on Saturday 10th
would recommend this kit to members as being a very worthwhile investment, besides July and most important, help clear it all up again on Sunday llth July - without
which, it will help the car to retain its value. your help, this big event could not be put on. Hope to see you at Wells Farm,
On another theme, as a relatively new member, I am surprised that the Club does not Friday/Saturday/Sunday. SEE MAP IN 'WHAT'S ON NEXT' FOR DIRECTIONS TO B Q.
issue advertising cards to members so that we can place them under wipers of any LEICESTER AREA NEWS, IAN MCKEGGIE REPORTS: :
other Spitfire/Herald/Vitesses etc., that we see in carparks and the like. To me I cannot help but to start by congratulating Bill Sunderland and John for flying
this seems an excellent way to recruit members and spread the word of the Club around. the flag so well for the Leicester Area on Saturday. John, with an overall second
Has this been tried before and failed? (Believe me, the MG Owners Club does this). place and best GTG and Bill with overall third and, consequently the Best Vitesse.
It would be interesting to know what other members think. Well done fellas!
(Stuart, I suggest you get in touch with the Stationery Officer, Chris Squibbs, "My thanks to Janis and Tony Spicer, Bill Hewer and Bill Sunderland for doing a -
who has a plentiful supply of these leaflets. Alternatively, there is to be our terrific job on Wednesday 25th= judging the first Leicester Area Concours. The
annual Recruitment Drive which is due to be commenced soon, organised by Jonty scores were very close but Chris Lane was clear winner of the modified class with
Wild and you will be receiving window leaflets in due course. Jo). his GT6 and Brian.was first of the original with his very attractive Spartan -
congratulations to both.

. As the area is becoming so strong, it is now self evident that we cannot continue

e without forming a committee. This will be discussed at the next meeting.
PANELS GALORE' I am disappointed in the slow reaction to the Leicester/Milton Keynes joint meeting.
® - This is to be held in August (see What's on Next) and if this day is to be a success,

as it deserves to be, and we are not to appear a weak Club to the TR and MG Owners,
we must pull together. This will be a super day, so come on, lets motivate.

= WRITE OR 'PHONE FOR FREE STOCK LIST mmmm

September 26th - The Cotswold Convoy
July &4th - Silverstone, Club Race Day.

Just a few examples from our Quality Stocks/

FIBRE GLASS
GT6 Mk IIl Spitfire |V bonnet ; . 106.40 Tn}ﬂq:ggz;l]h"_ggg:?al_;
GT6 MkLII Spitfire 1, 1, 11 ot VAIBNCE ...coocccvmsremmissssssmnessssinsssssssssssssmssasssnsssans 17.15 \ MAGAZINE FORTHE
Spitfire IV boot lid (Full) 36.95 LDER CAROWNES
Spitfire IV GT6 Ill front quarter valence 2185 ‘
Hardtops for Spitfire, Herald, Vitesse from 140.00

STEEL

Spitfire |-IV/GT6 Il sill 7.85
Spitfire |-V/GT I-1II door skin 18.10

.---------

& i T s L] 1 oy Ir' T
2 Edinbul }.’,h Pldce’ Ed inbur j.',h W ays | SPECIAL OFFER i EVERY ISSUE packed wilh step by-step MONTHLY spares news ;:"-Ih ‘Going
| 20 € r repan. hon, ai A tion 1 Ou U
cessubjeet HATIOW CM20 2D, Lt s it syl trai | | er i s e b e
| All prices subject E = 1 TOCLUB MEMBERS i s and 1ips MONTHLY PRICE GUIDE Builds up over
| to 15% VAT SS€X 3 months to cover nearly 600 cars —
. H ] ‘0‘)”0‘] 44.)6(_1 ] [ l [except Hﬂfdmps} I prices. performance. running costs, spares
arlow (UZi{d) 442001/ [ [ ———

1 ] l Cl H I i .I c ’!- it’s uniq'le! availability and assessments
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Available from your gent at 70p




Car Mart'

CARS FOR SALE *** CARS FOR SALE #*** CARS FOR SALE *** CARS FOR SALE *** CARS FOR SALE

Herald 13/60 Saloon. Tidy, taxed and tested but engine smokes. C/W spare engine.
Offers? Contact: Hugh Robinson, tel: Potters Bar (0707) 50167.

GT6 MK111, 1971, Taxed and MOT'd. Saffron with black interior. 0/D. £1,350 o.n.o.
Tel: Redruth 215655.

1967 1200 Herald Estate. Very good condition, MOT, original paint and trim.
Five new Radials, new exhaust and battery. Servo brakes and quarter head-
lamps. Hydraulics recently overhauled. £275. Contact: Alan Jarvis, tel:
01 679 5872.

THE ULTIMATE MARLIN? Rolling chassis, all new suspension parts, recond. 0/D box,
diff. MNew 185/70 GB00S on & new Wolfie slots, Hammerited, wiring loom, insturments,
almost everything needed to complete. 2.5 engine totally rebuilt, never run.

£1,650 o.v.n.o. Why? ring John, tel: 0924 815973 and ask! ) )
Vitesse MK1l Convertible WTD 600H. Damson with Tan interior. Extensive mechanical
overhaul - rear suspension, wheel bearings, prop., gearbox, carbs., elect{ies and
full service, so now very reliable. New MOT and tax. Extras without spoiling dash-
board - FM radio, ammeter, clock, oil pressure guage and 5AS car alarm system.

£640 0.n.o0. GCood home wanted. Contact: Steve, tel: 0959 64229 (Kent) .

1966 Vitesse 1600cc. Sound but scruffy. As running car or for parts. Best offer
around £100. Tel: Bedford 771016.

GTé MK111l, 1971. Valencia Blue, 12 months MOT, taxed. Smart appearance, mechanically
sound. £1,200. Contact: Stephen Gee, tel: 0636 813695 (Notts).

i i ; : i . 6 with 2L MK1 engine.
Vitesse, registered 1.5.72. MNew chassis. Built from Vit
Vit. 6 0/D gearbox. Very sound but tatty (bonnet poor), EZZ? with MOT. Vitesse 2L
MK11, no. 278. Believed only 60,000 miles. Very good interior, new outrlggers.
Car sound but bonnet very rusty. Towbar fitted £225. Contact: John Kipping, tel
0203 83226. : ) =
i i injection). verdrive,
Vitesse MK11 1969. Fitted TR5 engine on 175 Strombergs (not injec
servo, uprated brakes and suspension. SAH exhaust, towbar, new 195 x SO_Goodyear
Rally Specials (cost £150) on Cobra alloys. Flared arches and front spoiler.
Fantastic performance and handling. Body of chassis rebuilt 5 years ago. This car
has had two previous owners and has lived in the same vil}age since new. Must be
sold due to GT6 rebuild proving more expensive than anticipated. £450.0.n.0.
Tel: Little Haywood (0889) 882237.
i d new carpets.
1969 Vitesse MK1l. 0/D, new hood, Radials and clutch and respray an ;
Gun Metal Grey. Excellént condition, as new. Lady owner. £1,750. Tel: Twyford
(Berks) 0734 343551.

1970 Vitesse MK11l, 2L Convertible with 0/D. Years MOT, taxed until October. Excellent

i i i - d home required
dition. Reconditioned engine, gearbox and may new parts. Goo
?g; this much-loved motorcar. £é50 o.n.o. Tel: Milton Keynes (0908) 655428 (day)

(0908) 311380 (evenings). Cheryl Hodge.
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PARTS FOR SALE *** PARTS FOR SALE *** PARTS FOR SALE *%* PARTS FOR SALE *** PARTS FOR SALE

Bootlid - brand new, in primer to suit Heralds/MK1Vitesses. Contact:
tel: (0707) 50167.

Leaf spring for 1971 MKI1ll GTé. Reconditioned. MNever used. £15.
for same. Contact: Robert Harley, tel: Doncaster 726558.

Hugh Robinson,

Few more parts

Vit. bonnet. HNo rust or dents. v.g.c. £40. Boot lid, v.g.c., £10. Front and rear
seats (black) conv. £20. front seats Saloon (blue), £10. Contact: Steve, tel:
01 801 4577.

Vit. MK1l Conv. spares: 4 dorrs complete, £5 each. 2 rear body sections, E10 each.
2 boot lids, £5 each. 1 boot lid (new in primer from BL), £15. 2 bonnets, £10 each.
1 bulkhead section, £10. 1 windscreen, £3. 2 heaters, £3 each. 2 radiators, £8 each.
4 wheels (fitted with Michell 2 x's fair condition), £6 each. 1 sheel (fitted new
remould), £8. 2 hood frames, £12 each. 2 sets of seats (one black, one tan), E£15
each. 2 dashboards, £13 each. 2 sets of running gear, £20 each. 1 gearbox, £15.

1 chassis (finished in grey primer, wants new outriggers??) - must be one of the
best around, if seen viewers will buy, £80. 1 engine complete, including:- carbs.,
manifolds, dynamo, water pump, distributor, clutch. This engine is in good running
order (58,000 miles only,one owners from new) Money back if not happy, E150.

This a genuine abandoned restoration project. If anyone is interested in the lot,
£350. Exactly what it cost me. Contact: Bob, tel: Lincoln 686969.

Breaking MKl Spit. due to accident damage. Bonnet complete with lights etc. (only
one year old), £50. 0/S door, £10. F/valance, £10. Boot 1lid, £5. Hard top, £50.
All as new and Signal Red. Also F/bumper and overriders, £15. Rear N/S bumper,

£7. Seats, £E25. Engine, £25 and distributor (new), £12. Plus many more bits and
pieces. Contact: M Anderson, tel: Maidstone 45450.

New and unused towing bracket, complete with wiring kit and towball to fit Spitfire
MK1V or 1500, £20. Contact: Alan Drake, tel: Doncaster 845113 after épm.

Used spares from 1970 13/60 Saloon: Most mechanical parts, engine in v.g.c., gearbox
and diff., stripped chassis. Complete tan coloured interior, seats, trim etc. in
mint condition. Will sell as job lot or split. Also unused original Leyland door
skins and bonnet side panels, £15 each plus carriage. Parts manual, £6.50 plus

post. Contact: Dave Turner, tel: Hull é34181.

GT6 MK1 body and chassis complete with bonnet, rear opening lid, both doors, all

é;ghts except headlamps, tow bar etc. Contact: Tim Seccombe, tel: Padstow (0841)
270.

Five wire wheels with four adapters and spinners. All in perfect condition. Wheels
recently overhauled and finished in Sliver, £80. One pair of steel sills as new in
primer, one Vitesse bonnet, usual rust around the sidelight area but a good, renova-
table bonnet - never dented. The pair £20. Contact: Mr Brown, tel: Farnworth
708800.

Vit. chassis, Spit. chassis, front Spit suspension/wishbones, Spit. diff.,
12/50 Convertible minus N/S rear H/shaft (complete car). N/S Spit. door. Twin
carbs for early Herald (998cc?). Contact: Ray, tel: HNorthampton 20102. 10%
discount for Club members.

OFFERS FROM JOHM HILL'S
MGB CENTRE & TRIUMPH
WAREHOUSE TEL: Redditch 20880

To date most Sports Car enthusiasts have associated John Hill with the MGB Centre
but now they are able to cater for a good many more Leyland Sports Cars, especially
on the Triumph side, as far as the Spitfire and GTé are concerned.

We have recently introduced a Works Pattern Fibreglass Herdtop for the MK1V Spitfire.
Each hardtop comes ready assembled. All the windows are safety glass as opposed

to perspex. In addition, the hardtops are fully lined and are available in a choice
of Black or White glass exterior finishes.

These are on offer at £145.00 +VAT. (see overleaf)
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I would also like to advise that we have recently uncovered a small quantity of
Triumph Herald/Vitesse chrome rear overriders. These are chrome, mint, new and
boxed, which we are able to offer to the members at £12.00 +VAT+ postage. This
is a once only offer and will not be repeated - HURRY!

TRIUMPH WAREHOUSE

ARTHUR STREET, REDDITCH, WORCS. Tel. REDDITCH (0527) 20880

HERALD - BONNETS, BODYPANELS, DOOR SKINS
STEERING & SUSPENSION SPARES
HOODS & CHAGSIS SECTIONS.

SPITFIRE MOST BODYPANELS, CHASSIS, GRP HARDTOPS
CARPETS, TRIM HOODS, TONNEAU COVERS.

GT6 INTERIOR TRIM, BODYPANELS, BONNETS,
CARPETS, BRAKE DISCS, STEERING &
SUSPENSION SPARES.

GENERAL — WIRE & STEEL ROAD WHEELS, EXHAUSTS,
EXCHANGE SEATS, SEATBELTS, ACCESSORIES.

Please send S A E for lists — STATE MODEL & YEAR
BREAKING ALL MODELS INCLUDING VITESSE & BOND.

HUGE RANGE OF STANPART AND BL ORIGINAL PANELS & COMPONENTS.

SPITFIRES (u.k.)

SPITFIRES : GT6's : VITESSES : HERALDS :
SPARES : REPAIRS : RESTORATIONS :

COMPREHENSIVE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES DEPT.

*%%2 BODYSHOP ****
REPAIRS RERFAFRERRREREERFRRS sEvacING

90, EVINGTON ROAD, LEICESTER.
Tel: (0533) 543338

PARTS WANTED *¥** PARTS WANTED *** PARTS WANTED *** PARTS WANTED *%* PARTS WANTED %%

0/D gearbox and prop. for 1600 Vit. ALSO negative camber rear spring for same.
Collect reasonable distance. Contact: Gary Morton, tel: Saffron Walden (0799)
22715.

Beige footwell carpets for Vit. MK1l. 2 Vit MK1l 443 wheels or set of Spit. 1500 5]
or Dunlop 5iJ's. Contact: Hugh Robinson, tel: (0707) 50167.

Vit. MK1l steel front valance. Must be v.g.c. Contact: Robert Harley, tel:
Doncaster 726558.

GTé MK11l front roof finisher for seam between windscreen and roof. Contact: L
MacFarlane, tel: Garelochhead (0436) 810317, anytime.

Full or part interior trim. All seats, door trim, backrest for rear seat for Herald
13/60 Conv. Any Herald/Vit. front seats and door panels will suit. Also carpets.
Colour preferred black/tan. What have you? Will collect. Car almost complete.
Contact: Denis, tel: Porthcawl 065671 2759/2572.

GTé Hardtop wanted, or BL standard will do. Contact:Michael, tel: Sunderland 44929.

ADVERTISING IN THE COURIER

All advertising in the motoring sections of the Courier is free of charge for club members,
Non-members can advertise in the Courier for a donation, from £3.00 upwards.
Advertisements must be written, not phoned, and MUST reach me by the 15th of each month,
to appear in the following month’s issue.

ALL magazine material MUST reach me by the 15th of the month to be included in the following
month’s Courier,

BILL SUNDERLAND — EDITOR.
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CLUB SPALKES

OFFERS FROM OUR SPARES SECRETARY - JOHN KIPPING:

I am writing this the day after a successful time selling spares at the Concours

and next weekend is the Kent Area camping weekend. Therefore, I have no idea what
spares L will have left - hence no specific 1list. However, by the time of the next
issue, I should have all the spares from Roland Drew - my predecessor. Watch out

for a big list with low prices.

Metal panels:

I find all sorts of metal replacement parts very useful and much cheaper than filler.
My supplier is proving very helpful and he can handmake virtually any panel if a
(rusty) pattern is supplied. Get in touch with me if you have any specific require-
ments - the prices are not excessive.

Help Required:

In order that I (and any future spares secretary) can do the job properly, I need
a full set of parts manuals. The ones that I still require are: Herald 1200,
Spitfire 111/1V, Vitesse &/2L MK1 and GTé 1/11.

Desperate Plea:
Due to a total lack of response to my last enquiry, I would appreciate help in

locating the following:

Gearlever gaiter - Grey

Handbrake gaiter - Grey

Rear carpet - Alpine Mauve

Horn Button - Grey

All parts for a 948 Herald
Amusing Incidents - Concours Weekend:

After a frantic few hours loading parts on Saturday morning and proceeding a quarter
of a mile down the road, a throttle cable on my 948 decided to snap. Fortunately

a combination of myself, Chris Longhurst and his car, another local member and a
spares shop, proved equal to the task of replacing it.

The following day, whilst just South of Lichfield, the 0/S halfshaft sheared.
(See also April Courier, page 34) - again the AA took the car home. Does anybody
else have a problem with 0/S halfshafts failing to transmit drive in such a dramatic

way?
OFFER: Reconditioned exchange rear springs for Vitesse MK11l availabl
surcharge until return of old unit.

Lambert & Genders
Insurance Consultants

1. AGREED VALUATION CAR INSURANCE
2 DISCOUNT TO CLUB MEMBERS EVERY YEAR.
COMPETITIVE RATES

e - £25 + £30

Ring POCKLINGTON, YORKS 3350 (24hour Answering Service)
or after 6 p.m. WILBERFOSS (YORKS 8104)
1
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Splashdown

Roger Bell, and others, try an Amphicar

OO0R thing—it's not only amplubious.

it's schizophrenic. too. No wonder people

laugh at il. The Amphicar is not really a
joke. of course. it's just that the wretched craft
gets its identities all topsy-turvy by taking on
the appearance of a sinking convertible in
water and a pop-eyed tadpole on land, Some-
how, it looks a bit alien to its surroundings
whataver they are  For this reason. we
wouldn't quite go along with the brochure
which claims that it has “the driving qualities
of a modem. sporty type car .. But having
read with some alarm in the same pamphlet
that “the hood and side windows sink com-
pletely out of sight” it is perhaps the English
translation that is at fault. not the integrity
of the German manufacturers.

As a car alone. no one could give it very
high marks even though it will carry four
adults in reasonable comfort and loal along at
2 respectable 65 m.p.h. As a boat. it is not
exactly in the hydrofoil class but a couple

ol Amphicars did once cross the Channel in
a gale. Our own less enlerpnising exploits in
the gea proved it 1o be a clumsy craft, though

safe and stable enough despito the scepticism

of the young salts from our sister magazine.
Muotor Boat and Yachting., about the effects
of four bouyancy bays—the tyres—so low in
the water. In practice. we found nothing to
discredit the makers’ claim that they act as
keels. i

Amphicars are made at Wuppertal-Elberfeld,
West Germany. They come in one size only—
the medium perpendicular 770 model—and
while little thought has been spared for
streamlining the upper deck; the hydro-
dynamics of the massive steel hull are said
to be based on science, with water-tight seals
where the propeller and axle shafts penetrate
the skin. Looking at all the protrusions and
local hreakwaters one can’t help thinking that
the hull might be even less of a drag in places.
The Triumph Herald engine was apparently
chosen on merit alone after trials with several
German power packs: and a stout and depend-
able job it does. ton, against heavy odds—
roughly 1} ton's worth when fully laden,
The engine is back-to-front in a deep well
behind the back wheels which it drives
through a =pecial all-synchromesh four-speed
guarhox under the rear bench seat. A com-
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The Amphicar will churn along at a steady 6 knots,
the blunt nose and prap turbulence causing 8
cansiderable wash.

bination gearset tagged on the housing drives
the two Nylon propeliers through a pair of
double jointed shafts. Virtually incompressible
coil spring/damper units control the trailing
arm all-independent suspension: presumably
the firmness of the ride is necessary to countar
the inherent rolling tendencies of a vehicle
with such a narrow track and high centre of
gravity.

A 10} gallon petral tank hall fills the
wedge-shaped front boot, the lid of which
is secured against rubber seals (as is the
bonnet) with a T-handied key like a tin opener.
Similarly, the two doors are clamped on to
rubber strips—and not a drop of water gets
past, either, although there is a seli-
lubricating electric pump to suck any water
fram the bottom of the hull. Except for one or
two odd controls, the open cabin—protected
by a weather-tight hood that is fairly easy to
erect—is just like that of an ordinary car
though the trim and equipment is not so
meticulously finished as on most other
German cars. But then the makers can atford
1o paro the price by skimping hore and thore
sinco thoy have no competition. And the price

MOTOR  week #nding July 22 1967

s really quite moderate, too, at £1,093,

To go boating, all you need is some fairly
deep water. First, choose the launching
pad with care, aveiding steap cliffs and mud
flats because the Amphicar isn't much good
at flying end it doesn't have four-wheel drive.
A concrete ramp is ideal but any sloping
approach with a firm footing will do—even a
rocky one because the big wheels give a full
10 inches of clearance beneath the hull and
the short whaelb is ideal for clambering.
Having remembered to check that the bilge
plug is in (unlike a8 German customer wheo
didn’t and sank ignominiously to the bottam
—hood, side windows and all), and then to
clamp the doors shut, approach the water at
a bold gait in first gear and, if the hood is
down, brace yourself for the splash—prefer-
ably singing a suitable sea shanty to boost
morale during what suddenly seems to be a
foolhardy exercise.

Perhaps it is the high perch on land that
accentuates an awful sinking feeling as the
nose plunges into the water which wells up
and over the bonnet to cascade against the
windscreen. For a brief moment, the car is
surrounded by water and mostly under it.
You crane upwards only to encounter the last
sheat of spray that might otherwise have
passed harmlessly overhead. Next time,
fit the auxiliary shield above the screen, put
the hood up or don't go so fast—though if
the slope Hips sharply speed is essential
to aquaplane the nose rather than bury it.
Suddenly, the Amphi is bobbing peacefully
up and down, low in the water (you can dangle
a hand in it over the side} but truly afloat;

iraculously, you will probably be almost dry,
too—though @ couple of reckless fellows
among us did manage to land the entire bow
wave on thaeir laps to the eternal amusement
of a bunch of Putney spectators.

Apprehensively, you switch on the bilge
pump which immediately screams because
the bilge is dry: there are no dribbles leaking
through the doors either. Recalling ithat this
was an unscheduled exercise, anyway, you
raturn to handbook routine. In the same de-
clutching movement, one gearlever is per-
suaded into neutral 1o stop the wheels
paddling, and the other engaged to spin the
twin preps. Full throttle—hand or foot applied
—and thers is a great rushing noise astern
as the whooshing engine fan duets with a
gurgling mushroom of water that gushes up
with such ferocity that you must be doing
650 m.p.h. Not so. A glance forward reveals
not 8 foaming wake from the bows but a
gentle swell slopping over the blunt nose.
You are away at a cracking 6 knots—a knot,
in case you have mislaid your Sea Cadets
diary, being a nautical mile, or roughly 2,000
yds., or one minute of latitude which, comae
to think of it, is a bettar unit of measure than
the landlubbers’ 1,760 yards, the product of
some miscalculation in Ancient Times,

The wake will rock every dinghy within 400
yards but no one will book you for speeding.
Careless driving. maybe. because a beginner
needs lots of room to manoeuvre. There are
two rudders, otherwise known as front
wheels, but response to the helm is pretty
lethargic. Most boats steer from the stern,
of course, allowing self-centreing “'hands off”
stearing which isn’t possible in the Amphicar.
Talk about understeer; on full right lock,
it needs a clear 60 feet to turn round and
almost 90 feet to go left about on account of
the propellers which both spin anticlockwise
and therefore induce a parmanent pull to the
right. All this, mark you, doing a sort of
nautical power slide on full throttie: part
throttle U turns needs even more space.

It tokes some time to curb en instinclive

Splashdown, Despite
the spray, fast launching
assaults do not normally

drown the passengers.

Serarmbling out of the
water up a steep, shimy
ramp (s perhaps the most
adventurous part of |
amphibious motogng. <.

High ground clearance
and short wheelbase
give the Amphicara =

good scrambiing =
performance over
a rocky beach

reaction to use the footbrake to stop. Shutting
the throttle provides instant and quite rapid
deceleration but, for panic stops, you just
slam the thing in reverse and open up, It is
about as effective as hitting a whale head on.
The hull may be as tough and watertight as a
turtle shell but the tinware of the body is, we
discovered, not only vulnerable but pratty
fragile too. despite the flimsy rubbing strip
round the waist and yellow plastic fenders
[extras) like puffed-up peppers which can be
dangled over the sides. The twin tail fins,
which seem to have a magnetic attraction
for quay walls and steel marker buoys are not
the misguided decorations they appear to be
but spray deflectors for the engine. Not that
much spray can enter the louvred bonnet
because there is always a blast of pressurized
air on the way out from the fan.

To motoring scribes it was a nice change
to be just messing about in & boat with the
top down and a fresh westerly sloshing
coolant in our faces: with the sea going slop
slop and the Amphi going whirr, whirr: with
the sun peeling our backs and the odd fisher-
man yalling to get olf his line , , . yes, we got
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the bug all right. Even MIRA's watersplash
now evokes a nostalgic urge for a dip.

With a full tank, the Amphicar will waddle
around in the water for about 7% hours on
two-thirds throttle, allowing a range of about
40 ordinary miles depending on the current,
tide and wind. Even if the "Esso Queen” is
within hailing distance you must return to land
for & filllup so to avoid using the paddles
{optional extras) it pays to log one’s journey
times. The d d clock is p bly for
just this reason. Landing drill is just the reverse
of taking the plunge: you aim 8t the ramp or
beach, making due allowances for the cross
current that is intent on docking the Amphicar
further down stream, and then swap gear-
levers just before the wheels make contact
You scramble out and moor amidst the
inevitable tittering spectators, inadvertently
squirting the bilge water at them in retalia-
tion. And there the Amphicar rests. solemly
ejecting sea-weed from the headlights and
water fram the tail.

If there is time for a long rest so much the
better because until the brakes diy out you

Continued on the next page




Splashdown

continued

havan't got any, You might just s well chuck
an anchar overboard in the hope that it hooks
a pedesinan. or something, as  apply the
frakes, True. the mariners handbook donrs
acknowledge this discrepancy by recommend-
ing that you drive around for a bit with the
hrakes on but it does nol sugyost any
altornative masns of stopping  should an
gmergency crop up during the airing process.
You can't whang il in reverse on land, 1t is
odd, really. that the craft does not have disc
peakes which dnp dry much guicker than
drums. Even when they were dry, those of
our test car were not very geod: the best
recorded stop of 0.75¢g s about 20% below
saloon par from a pedal pressure that must
be heyond the powers of most women. Why
no servo?

Having aired thatl grumble, let us deal with
the other one—the steering. It is quite light,
sensibly geared but, oh. so sloppy. On a good
road the Amphi scuttles along as straight as
a torpedo but on the Iwisty bits—and
especially when aming lor a narrow gap
in traffic—you have to see-saw the wheel,
searching for the right amount of positive lock
fram what feels like o lot of negatve hice play.
To be tair. this vaguenass does not seem much
of a handicap after & few miles and the
concessicnaites said thal our car was nat
typical in this respect. Curiously, there is more
feel in the steering in water than on land:
presumably the lorces acting on a rudder are
greater than thosc on & tyre Despite the
perpendicular build, namow track and heavy
1ail, the sesdholding is adeguate though it
will oversicer ke an early VYW if you treat il
as @ “mndorn, sporty type car . The solid
springs do not allow any body roll and even
the sleenng SCQUIres a more positive tespanse
when it 16 on a yood lock

The front hench seat looks a hit spartan
but is actually quite comfortable. with a
thumb-screw rake adjuster and adequate fore
and aft movement —-though if it is right back,
legroom bekind is hardly enough for a fisling
rod, let alone & wading boot. Tha hood and
side windows that ""sink out of sight” certainly
do disappear—into 8 luggage well and body
sides respectively: releasing the Iwo very
stiff over-centrn catches on top of the screen
needs strong fingers hut otherwise the hood
conscertinas nasily and neatly once all the press
studs a 2ips have been released—a task
which is besi done out of the car s0 unless
you happen o be boating in shallow wator,
it cannot bo done easily afloot, Even in o
choppy sen, with waves breaking over tha 1070,
little spray gets inside with the hood and
windows up.

The sealet well harbouring the engine
gets very hot {ynu have to check the battery
glectrolyte  frequently  because of rapid
evaporation} and seems 10 act as an amplifier
10 the ncessant whire of the big fan which
drowns all machanical and exhaust nuoise
As the rove build up, so the whirring gets
louder, though not higher pitched or mare
hysterical so there is never any audible indica-
tion from the engine itself that it s working
hard., With the bonnet louvres anly inches
away the noise is loud from the back seat
especially if the hood is down or the back

. window zipped open—but modest enough
in the front.

The driver's view forward is a litle un-
Iaeilior, whatl with the muenng warp coilid
on the boot hid around brass cluals and o

green and red navigation light in the middle
uf it. The dashboard, fin shed in spartan matt-
black crackle paint, has a cluster of large white
plastic knobs llights, heater. bilge pump.
ete) on the right of the round instruments
which include the aforementioned clock and a
spoadometer that is actually pessimistic about
the car's pedformance on land, There is no
“knotometer”, Despite @ lot of floppy move:
ment in the floor gearlaver, you can stir it
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I hgavy seas the Jamc.
fs awash bul little water
gets irside and the door
seals are completely
. effeetive.

be treated with red oxide paint if it is going
in the sea often, acknowlecging that the craft
is normaliy finished to car steadards rathes
than those of a Loat. You're even SUppose!
to hose it down ahter a dip in salt water. Not
surprisingly, the car needs frequent groasds:
gun attention 1o keep water cut of all the
vulnerable joints though the Herald engine
simplifies maintenance in Britain. The Armphi
car has plenty of snags. none of which an

about smartly and the efective sy s
prevents any cog clonking. The clutch is light
and smooth and gear ratios—aospecially the
three lower ones—-are all very low, Even so.
thir car will not start on a 1-in-3 hill and itis
staggering on @ 1-in-4, The handbrake.
incidentally, would not secure the car on
either.

The owner's manual suggests that the hull

utterly intolerable but so long as it remai
unique it is the best amphibian you can get
It's a fascinating 1oy tor those who can atford
expansive playthings—unrivalled family trans
port if you happen Lo live on an off-shoreisizn
or have a farm with a river through its middle
If you want to take the plunge, conmact lar
Metcalfe of Sydney Marcus Ltd 33 Sloene
St. London, SW1, A

Tihis cotaway shows the basic layout of the Amphicar, the Triumpd Herald engine is mounted welf
behind the back wheels, the frent well being reserved for luggange, spare whee! and petrol tank
Al four wheels have Irading arm independent suspension.

Water test Acceleration times
m.ph. 0T
Parf figuros dod in 1 0-20 . s LA It
harbour, Sunsex. 0-30 9
Conditions: High tide (no tidal current), light  0.40 y = o O b
breeze. Water: very slightly choppy. 0-50 . . ) i i o & 24 -_.
st Dats Workd copyeant reserved: ng anmauthorized  0-80 [ . 42.5
ceproducian i wivile a1 i pan, Stending guarter ‘ . s oeoa 2B
. Intop:
Maximum speed m.p.h, sec
moh 2040 _— NG
Mean . f ¥ ’ 6.3 30-50 . . . 21 &
Best e RLh AR 40.60 . vy S ATe 1 EEA
Fusl consurnption at full speod  2.85 gall. per hour I thind: )
or 2.2 mpg. PN saL
Rango at full spaed . ... 23.2mies 1030 . i 4 e - B-"
Cruising speert (two-thirds throwtlel . . 5.3 mp.h 2040 . ... .- .y . 1’3-:
Fuel consumption at above speed 1.38 gall. per 30-50 s . 6.
hour or 3.85 m.p.g.
Hange at almfc speet . 40,4 miles Brakes at
Turning circle b, g "
n 25 010 290
Laty h . g Ml 90 0.27 m
Right . E I . ....59 I8 0.37 81
100 0.51 L)
140 0.75 4]
Road test hanubrake 0.15 200
Per figuros rded &t the Motor
arounds, Lindlay, Proving - Tyrning circle
Ie,
Conditions EEIE = s g i 7.5
Weather: Fing and dry, nowind, Right e s am weiew ey n BB
aximum speed
W P mpn Speedometer
Mezan . _ L 700 Indicated . 20 30 40 50 6O
Bl ¥ . alsie okl Toie 22 32 42 52 €2
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TRI BOND SPARIES

GRANADA and RIBBLE Areas have amalgamated their spares stocks
and are now offering these for sale within the Club.

We have available:—
BONNETS

TRIM

BOOTS
SEATS

GLASS

and MANY OTHER PARTS
ALSO, dependant upon response, we can have remanufactured:—

DOOR SKINS, WINDSCREENS, REGLAZED FIXED QUARTER LIGHTS,
SEATS RE-UPHOLSTERED, and HOODS, TONNEAU COVERS and
HOOD WELL COVERS remade by the original manufacturer.

Having built up contacts with many ex—Bond personnel, we are in a position

to offer a free information service, based upon factory records, to club members.
N.B. PLEASE write enclosing a s.a.e.; we cannot afford postage.

For information please write to:— Mr. C. GARDNER,

3 Frenchwood Knoll, PRESTON,

i Lancs.
Spares enquiries:—

ANDY on Blackburn (0254) 71624 or CHRIS on Preston (0772) 54469
or JIM on BLACKBURN (0254) 56835
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