When something proves its quality
over a period of time, it becomes a classic.

We give a classic parts service.

The best catalogues in the business. With knowledge- This is the service we provide every working day of our
able people to help you when you phone. lives. To thousands of customers each week... all over
Vast parts holdings. Efficient systems of stock control. the world. And we've provided it for years.

Same-day despatch. If the hallmark of a classic is that its quality should stand
And the highest quality standards... consistent with our the test of time, we like to think we've created one.

role in British Motor Heritage. The classic parts service. For owners of classic cars. I t was € L‘ e E ve ]'» e Fm e Ch ristmas an (l %H

SEE OUR LISTINGS AD ; ; —_—
IMME& INSIDE ON PAGE 72/73. throuzh the Hlouse - not a Creature was Stiveing

BROS- Not even - L\’Ty Spif;“re (r‘?r\q [ left the lights onl)

Rimmer Bros, Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln LN4 2NA, England. DECEMBER 2“
Telephone: 01522 568000.  Fax: 01522 567600. . .

AS WELL AS HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE AND GT6, WE ALSO SUPPORT TR4/TR4A/TR5/TR250, TR6, TR7/8, STAG, 2000/2500/2.5P1, DOLOMITE (INC SPRINT) AND ROVER SD1.
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Insurance'

Limited or Unlimited Mileage,

Recovery included. -

The Enthusiast's Insurance Broker
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T.N.S.C. Events Calendar

PLEASE SEND ALL EVENT INFORMATION TO 0VERSEAS EVENTS

TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS AT THE CLUB H.0.
(CLUB INVITED)

NATIONAL EVENTS
2001

Contact Club H. Q. for more information

FRIDAY toSUNDAY 27/29 JULY 2001
INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH DAYS
ALINGAS-GRAFSNAS. SWEDEN
CONTACT BENGT OLSSON
TEL: 0046 302 34416 OR
TRIUMPH CLUB OF SWEDEN
TEL: 0046 454 19298.
www.triumphclub.se

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 14/15 July 2001
TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND
STAFFORD
COUNTY SHOWGROUND
STAFFORDSHIRE

PLEASE SEND ALL EVENT INFORMATION
FO NEXT YEARS EVENTS AS SOON AS YOU
CAN FOR THE 2001 EVENTS CALENDAR TO

TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS AT THE CLUB H.Q.

e are currently looking for cars to

feature on Club stands or for use hy

National Classic Car magazines. So if
you would like to have your car on a stand or be
seen in print you should join the TSSC Showcar
Register - please ring for full details.

John Muggleton 01858 434424

Well Done NEC! :

i they will succeed, the combi-
aybe a turning point for indoor nation that broke the mould in
the sorry state of indoor shows
i deserves success.

pulled off, for my money, the

shows but praise must go where
it's due and Centre Exhibitions

best indoor classic car show I've attended in the

affords, had massive autojumble, great displays
from so many Clubs, many demonstrations with
crowds to match. If you made the journey you
could not be disappointed, alas our Stand didn’t
have every Club Car or model, we would need
space for 32+ cars! Footman James sponsor this
show and by putting something back into the
Classic Car movement, gives them the result in
being the UK’s leading classic insurance broker.
Together with Footman James our Club plays a
part in the success of the entire movement. No,
I'm not losing my marbles. Next Spring there is
to be a total sportscar show at the NEC and

‘Comment

by Bill Sunderland

movement forward, | think :
record straight, in 2001 the
TSSC International Weekend
will be at Stafford, for no other
reason than it is still the best
UK venue for overall facilities.
Every year we have added
attractions and Chris Mills and
i team strive for
: enjoyment for TSSC members.

Being a member of other
] Clubs, our International sits
head and shouiders above
theirs. With input from so
many members we will make
: 2001 one to remember. Are we
i listening? Yes we are, 2002
' may see a change in venue -
“hooray” | hear you cheer but
wait, let’s all pull together and
{ make the vastly improved
i Stafford in 2001 work. It was
£ only last month that the TSSC
came 3rd in the Classic &
Sportscar awards for best
event 2000, up against serious
competition with the
thousands of events on each
year, we should be very proud.

Looking forward to 2001,

what will be new? Well lots -
last decade. The show with all the space the NEC

the exciting developments in

i our web site with further new
! facilities being added. This
month if you go to tssc.uk.com
a completely new classified
i service is now running,
including web only advertising.
Many members worldwide use
the Internet for many reasons
and the Triumph name has
many different platforms,
including chat lines. | read with
special interest comments on
our International Weekend.
Centre Exhibitions intend this to take our

The TSSC does its best for its

members and just to set the

further

On behalf of all TSSC

personnel at H.Q., we wish you
i a Happy Christmas and
© eventful(!) 2001.




News of a Triumph nature

Annunal
General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting of the Triumph Sports Six Club is to be
held on Sunday, March 4th 2001. Any member
wishing to put forward a resolution to be con-
sidered for inclusion in the AGM agenda is : ) , ,
. e . - Advertise your car via the Club Web-Site.
required to put said item in writing, to be signed
by at least two members. These should be |

¢ Directory and you can now place ert via E-Mail. It's as
forwarded to the General Secretary to be y Y p your advert vi

received by 23rd December 2000, Any item | SPiC @S that!
received after this date will be regarded as null
and void. General issues can of course be raised
at any time through, for example, the General
Secretary or Area Liaison Officers for discussion
at  Council of Management meetings.
Alternatively, issues may be put forward for dis-
cussion at the Area Organisers’ Seminar to be
held in the morning prior to the AGM - see your
AO. In the past, a number of wide ranging issues
have been discussed and implemented during
this more informal meeting. If any member (of at :

least three consective years’ membership prior

fo the AGM) should wish his or her name to be
put forward as a candidate for the Council of

Management please give me a call and | would

be happy to inform you of the duties and respon-
sibilities involved. Please contact me - again by
23rd December. A few lines describing prospec-
tive candidates will be published in the Courier

6

i along with the AGM agenda. All enquiries regarding the above
should be addressed to the General Secretary, address and
telephone number as given in the inside front cover of the Courier.

Peter Williams,
General Secretary.

New Service
Now available

Visit www.tssc.uk.com and click on ‘CLASSIFIED’ in the

Stirling Silver
TSSO Jewellery

A New range of Stirling Silver Jewellry is available now for that
ultimate TSSC Gift. The range shown above is also on offer in 18k
Gold if you should so wish. The Range includes, Cuff Links, Lapel

Pin, Tie Pin, Tie Slide, Money Clip, Key Ring and Letter
Knife/Magnifier. Hand Made by Jewellers - Stevens & Josephs of
Birmingham if you would like more information, prices etc. then
ring John Muggleton at TSSC HQ on 01858 434424.

| HQ OPENING TIMES

DECEMBER = OPEN AS USUAL

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM
CHRISTMAS OPEN WEEKEND
SAT/SUN g+ & 10™
CLOSED FROM FRIDAY 22"° UNTIL
TUES 2'° JAN FOR CHRISTMAS BREAK

JANUARY = OPEN AS USUAL

FROM 2"° JANUARY
MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

TSSC JANUARY SALE
SAT/SUN 6™ & 7™
Sat. 9-dpm Sun 11-4pm

Christmag Open d:Heekend
Saturday & Sunday
9*"/10"™ December
Sat. 9-4pm Sun 11-4pm

All ltems Discounted in Shop 1o Visitors
Free Carriage for Orders placed by Phone
See page 44 this months Magazine for full Details

TSSC January Sale
Saturday & Sunday

6" /7" January 2001
Sat. 9-4dpm Sun 11-4pm

All ltems Discounted in Shop to Visitors
Free Carriage for Orders placed by Phone
See page 44 this months Magazine for full Details
7




This month is a
continuation of last

advice here.

Choosing the
right Seat for
vour Child

i. The most suitable restraint depends on the
weight and size of your child.

journey, so before you buy it check how light it
is, how easy it is to use and how it fits into
your car.

iii. It is essential that all child seats are

that many are wrongly fitted making them

virtually useless.

baby in the car. Most accidents
short trips - not long ones.

v. You will most likely need at least two child
seats as your child grows; a baby seat and a
child seat, you may also like to purchase a

booster seat.
STAGE ONE: Baby Birth - 10kgs (221bs), Age
up to 6-9 months, BS AU202a or ECE R 44.

For a very young baby, the safest type of
restraint is a baby seat, which is also called a i

8

by Mike Crewes

i rear facing infant carrier.

Babies have bigger heads and

months article about Child and | Smller bodies than aduts so

Baby Seats. Once again I'd like their centre of gravity is a lot
to thank BBC Top Gear for : ,
allowing me to Publish this ; "ecsatcamnot supportther
i head. Because of this a child
restraint in the rear facing
i position,
energy absorption pad, is con-
sidered the best for young
babies, it also avoids too much
i pressure being put onto the
i babies spine.

ii. If the seat is convenient to use and carry
about you are more likely to use it on every

higher. They also have weak

incorporating an

A baby seat can be fitted in the
front or rear seat of the car,

held in place by a three point
{ lap and diagonal seat belt.
They must have their own
harness to keep them secure in
fitted correctly. Recent surveys have revealed

the seat. Experts recommend

i that baby seats are placed in
the front seat.

iv. Whatever type of baby or child seat you use
remember to use it every time you take your
happen on

YOU MUST NOT USE A REAR
FACING BABY SEAT IN THE
FRONT SEAT OF A CAR
FITTED WITH A
PASSENGER SIDE AIR BAG.
STAGE TWO: Young Children
8 to 18kgs (20 to 44ibs), Age
approximately 6 - 9 months
to 4 years, BS AU186 (or
186a) or ECE R 44.
Once a child is able to hold its
head up it can travel in a

: forward facing child seat,
Esometimes called a toddler
Eseat, a forward facing child
seat, or a stage two restraint.
If rear seat belts are already
fitted to the car then a child
seat which can be secured by
! the existing seat belts should
be used.

If there are no rear seat belts
the car may still have rear seat
belt anchorage points, as these
have been compulsory on all
new cars since 1981. You can
 buy seat belts at most good
accessory shops, garage spare
departments and TSSC Offers.
It is more expensive to fit rear
seat belts in cars built before
£ 1981, but it is well worthwhile,
as it will keep you and your
baby safe.

STAGE THREE: Older
Children 15 to 36kgs, Age

i approximately 4 to 11 years,

BS AU185 or ECE R 44.

Another alternative for young
children is a booster seat,
which can then be used with an
adult lap and diagonal seat belt.
{ The booster cushion is not only
{ secured in place by the seat
{ belt, it also lifts the child up so
that the belt is safely positioned
i across the child’s shoulder and

and stomach.

The extra height also lets the child see out of
the car windows. A booster seat with a full
back will also help restrain the child

when asleep.

At this age a child could use either a normal |
adult seat belt with a booster cushion, or a
an accident you would squash your baby to death!

special rear seat belt which adjusts to safely fit

passengers of all sizes from a small child to
i or estate cars - this is the rear crumple zone and using it without
correctly fitted seats may be an offence.

an adult.
DO NOT USE A HOUSEHOLD CUSHION -
A CHILD COULD SLIP UNDER THE SEAT
BELT AND BE INJURED.

regard to all Club Cars - Mike.)
REMEMBER, CHILD SEATS SHOULD BE
FITTED AS SECURELY AS POSSIBLE WITH
NO EXCESSIVE MOVEMENTS.

- Further Advice

unless you know:-
i. The full history of the seat,
ii. You are sure that it has not been
involved in an accident,
iii. You receive the correct written
fitting instructions.

and check all assemblies.

absorbing qualities can and may be damaged.

¢. Check child seats regularly for signs of wear

pelvis and not dangerously across the neck
of damage.

and tear and dispose of it properly it shows any signs at all

d. WARNING: AIR BAGS
YOU MUST NOT USE A REAR FACING BABY SEAT IN THE
FRONT SEAT OF A CAR THAT IS FITTED WITH A PASSENGER
SIDE AIR BAG.
IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES USE IT ONLY IN THE REAR SEAT.
e. Never put a seat belt around you and the baby - in the event of

f. It is unwise to put your baby in the luggage space of hatchbacks

g. You can hire a baby seat at a reasonable rate and get loads of

good advice at the same time. ask your Midwife, Health Visitor or
BBC Top Gear believe that car manufacturers
should be able to recommend certain seats as
suitable and put instructions in the car
handbook - but this is not always the case.
When choosing a baby seat you must seek
advice as to the type that fits best in your '
vehicle. If a manufacturer, or the store that you
purchased your seat from is not sure, then
seek further advice. (I would welcome any

research that has been done on this with which baby seats can be fitted.

local Road Safety Officer if there is a loan scheme in your area.
Some retailers also have a ‘buyback’ scheme for old child seats, ask
around before buying.

h. Carrycots are very good for carrying children, but are not an
adequate safety restraint in anymoving vehicle.

AND FINALLY, REMEMBER, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY T0
KEEP YOUR CHILD SAFE - THERE ARE NO SHORT CUTS.
ISOFIX

The idea behind ISGFIX is to have a standard point in all cars to

All the main motor car and baby seat manufacturers, consumer

and safety groups have been heavily involved with the development
of the system, lead by the Transport Research Laboratory.

Essentially four horizontal bars are mounted in controlled

positions, two in the crease at the base of the seat back and two

! below the leading edge of the front seat cushion. The system

a. There is a vigorous market in second-hand should then be available either as an optional extra or fitted as

restraints, you should avoid these products standard to certain makes of car. All manufactured baby seats will

then plug in and clip onto the bars.

It is currently being tested by the International Standards

Organisation (1SO) and once all the fittings are standardised, which
could take at least a year, ISOFIX should be available.

ISOFIX is not going to be available on the market for at least two

years, so in the meantime please follow the advice above.
h. Do not buy a seat if the belts show signs of :

wear. Either replace the seat or the webbing
If it has been

involved in an accident the Dell's eneray & yuo creyes, 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire SL5

Reproduced with the kind permission of BBC Top Gear.

If you have a query, or topic on Road Traffic legislation why not
write to:

8EN (replies require an SAE), or email:
MikeCrewes@StandardTriumph.co




By Mike Scott

I'd like to be able to report that the GT6 IVR has

broken the three-hundred barrier but, unfortunately,

thought I'd prepare an
IVR report before the

picture of a GT6 where it belongs - out
on the road! It's Stephen Leahy’s non-
Rotoflex Mk IH. Note the very effective
white-edged front spoiler and the
completely tasty white Webasto

sunroof. Stephen’s car has been
modified with a 2.5-litre engine (one
of eleven such modified cars in the i 1lls, especially the later non-Rotoflex variety.

\ register), as well as a roll cage (just

M visible in the photograph).

ather than wait, | §

we are only nine cars short!

The break down of the various marks/models is as the

table below. That last column represents the percentage of
i the total for each mark
end of the year. Firstly, a

: Number of Mark Is 38

13.1%
! Number of Mark lls 53 18.2%
Number of Rotoflex Mark llis 82 28.2%
Number of non-Rotoflex Mark llis 118 40.5%
Total number of Mark His 200 68.7%

As expected, an almost overwhelming proportion of Mk

Latest and earliest chassis numbers form each of the

i marks are as foliows.

Need help fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

(01799 584994 )

From a straight service to a full rebuild,
call Mike to discuss yo(ur car’s needs.

-

We are GT6 and Spitfire Specialists and can restore your car to its original
condition, including all engine and mechanical work, electrical and
wiring faults, retrimming and classic Triumph paintwork.

We can also restore specific areas of your car if required , while you do
the initial stripping down and final fitting up.

Collection and Delivery Service available. Open some evenings

M. W. Restorations

Classic Car Specialist

SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX.

1




IVR Update

Model Chassis No. Reg. No. Owner(s)

Earliest Mark | (KC 1) KC 1344 KWM 517G Mrs M. Baker

Latest Mark | (KC 13752) KC 13300 FPP 657G Simon Marshall

Earliest Mark Il (KC 50001) KC 51205 YMM 108G Kevin Smith-Allen

Latest Mark Il (KC 83997) KC 82272 EYU 1814 Frank Molyneux

Earliest Mark I11 (KE 1) KE 36 UNT 87J Cathy Achour & Alan Tong
Latest Rotoflex Mk |11 (KE 14816) KE 14786 GJU 535L Mr J. Nicholas

Earliest non-Roto. Mk 111 (KE 20001) KE 20290 RWP 4921 P.J. Bolton

Latest Mark 111 (KE 24218) KE 24188 ODL 957M Timothy Leney

e —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
There are a number of changes since the last IVR update in February. Mrs Baker take the prize for the earliest Mk I,

Kevin Smith-Allen displaces Sarah Levallois for the honours of the earliest MK Il and Timothy Leney rounds off with
his Isle of Wight registered Mk I11.

To cater for the often large discrepancies between chassis numbers and registration dates, here is the corresponding
table in terms of registration dates: ‘

Earliest Mark | 16/01/67 KC 1979 KDD 364E Paul Harvey

Latest Mark | 05/11/68 KC 13299 FPP 657G Philip Johnson

Earliest Mark 11 04/12/68 KC 51433 POR 534G Warren Hall

Latest Mark 1 02/11/71 KC 78047 JMD 636K Michael Trebanowan
Earliest Mark 111 22/12/70 KE 740 EPE 767J M. Stanton

Latest Rotoflex Mk 11 01/08/73 KE 14008 NHR 409M Derek Lowe

Earliest non-Roto. MKk Il 09/02/73 KE 21351 ODM 126L Jon Sharman

Latest Mark 11 24/09/74 KE 23901 TOU 700N Garry Ball

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
In compiling this table | have tried to exclude cars : have sentin IVRs from overseas. From the USA are two Mk

which have obviously been registered some time Is, 4 Mk lIs (or GT6+'s as they're know over there) and seven
after they were first used, such as the two Mk Ils reg- Mk Ills (2 Rotoflex, 5 non). In addition, there is a Mk | from
istered in the 1990s! It's sometimes a close call. France and a Spitfire-bodied Mk Il from Belgium.
For instance, | can’t be 100% sure about Derek Lowe’s The numbers above include four ‘convertible GT6s’ or ‘6-
Mk 11l Rotoflex, but I've included it for two reasons: 1) pot Spitfires’, as | prefer to call them, and two Gentry con-
it's the only M-reg Mk Ill Rotoflex in the register versions. These have been included based on their original
(notice that the registration date is the very first day (GT6) chassis numbers, although Harry Bloor’s Rotoflex Mk
M-reg cars came out) and (2) the next latest Mk IlI Il runs on a Spitfire chassis!
Rotoflex also belongs to Derek! (an L-reg with a later Whilst on the subject of conversions, there seems to be
chassis number). confusion about how to fit Rotoflex suspension, in particu-
| am particularly grateful to those GT6 owners who : lar the rear shock absorber, to the inner wheel arch of bodies
12
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e

not associated with Rotoflex suspen-

graph of the Rotoflex set-up, showing
the bracket in the wheel arch, the long
bolt holding the shock absorber and the
location of the rubber bump stop.

To continue: two more one-owner cars
have appeared, bringing the grand total
up to seven. The first belongs to G.S '
Doust. It was bought from Lex in
Maidenhead. It was originally registered
XJB 360H, but now carries the proud
number of GTR 6! The other is S.G
Beere’s early Mk Hi, UJA 401K, bought
from Hollingdrakes of Stockport.

Not having an overdrive fitted to my
car, I've often wondered just how
popular this option was on GT6s. Your
IVR responses can give us a clue: ten of
the Mk Is in the register were originally
fitted with overdrive, just over a quarter; :
with the introduction of the Mk 11, the
proportion had risen to 36%, a figure :
also representative of the Mk Il
Rotoflex models; but of the final, non-
Roto Mk llis over half (53%) had§
overdrive fitted. Note that these figures
pertain to cars as they left the factory; |

-
-
e
~
-
: .
“
o
-
-
-
-

i have discounted any subsequent overdrive conversions.
sion (e.g. Spitfires). Here is a photo- |

What about colour? How did GT6 buyers’ taste in colour

change with the various models? The most popular colour
for Mk Is was white (ten cars), followed by Signal red (8
cars), Royal blue (7), Valencia (which is classified as a blue
i colour, although it actually looks dark green - 6 cars) and

Cénife’r green (5). For the Mk ‘H,» vSignaIV red and Valencia tie
for the most popular colour (with eleven cars apiece), white
drops to third place (9 cars), followed by Jasmine (yellow -

: 7 cars) and Damson (purple - 6 cars). With the Rotoflex Mk

I, that archetypal product of the ‘Seventies (and my least

favourite colour) , Saffron, ruled the roost (no fewer than 18
cars), closely followed by my favourite colour, Pimento red
: (16 cars) and white (13), trailing somewhat are Emerald
green and French blue with 6 cars apiece. Strangley, the
most popular Mk I colour, Signal red, is only to be found

on four examples of Mk [l in the register; was this colour
discontinued shortly after the Mk 1iI's introduction?
Finally, who would put money on the most popular non-

Roto Mk 11t colour? Believe it or not, it's Mimosa, by a

country mile - a whopping 31 cars (over a quarter of those
in the register). Personally, | think this shade of pale yellow
sets the smooth lines of the Mk I1I off very well. Also-rans

are Pimento (13 cars), Magenta (a flashy ‘Seventies mauve

- 12 cars), French blue (10) and Carmine (a fetching dark
red - 9 cars). Again, the favourite colour of the previous

model seems to have been discontinued: there is only one

Saffron late Mk Ill in the register.

International Weekend

STAFFORD - 2001




Canley C[assms

Triumph’s Canley Assembly Hall

Incorporating - J. Kipping Triumph Spares

421 Aldermans Green Road Coventry
Tel: 024 76645333 Fax: o024 76645030

Spitfirve GT6 Herald Vitesse Dolomite 1300/1500 TR &6 2000/2.5

AND A
HArPry NEW YEAR
TO ALL
TRIUMPH SPORTS
Six cLuB
MEMBERS FROM
EVERYONE AT

We’re NOT

No.‘l

Our Customers Are

No Long List of Parts from us
Month after Month - Just
Quality Parts at the Keenest

\ Prices from the Peoplewho ¢7z
@
really Know Your Car

CANLEY CLASSICS ¢ /

Approved

British Motor Heritage
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It's that time of year
again when our
thoughts turn to all
things FESTIVE.

know it's bheen said

your car, it may not need

any sort but do make sure that all
is well with it when you can. All
the usual things should be
; remembered: Is it dry and aired,
leave the windows and bootlid
open in the warmer days. Start it

at least 15 mins to make sure all
the dampness has gone from the

engine bay (don't forget petrol
seems to lose some of it's com-
anyone fitted inertia seat belts to a Convertible? | bought one
for the Drivers side from the Club a couple of months ago and
am stuck as to how to get the hood to fold down with it fitted
to the existing wheelarch bolt. It would seem to me to be a bit
reason and you don't discover it
to do it, as if you are NOT EXTREMELY CAREFUL the side
window in the hood will be badly damaged. | have even toyed
with idea of fitting a roll bar and mounting it on that at the
appropriate height with a nut/bolt welded to the tubing. | am
of the opinion that although the bar is a good idea it is not the
most pleasing accessory to look at. So if you have any
don’t FLAT SPOT while the car is |
unused, also keep an eye on the

bustibility if left in the tank) don’t
ask me why it just does. Check all
things electrical; it is surprising
how things stop working for NO

until you need it. Wiper blades
can fall apart if left to their own
devices, as will tyres if not kept at
the correct pressure. Roll the car
out at least two complete tyre
revolutions to make sure they

before but don't neglect
have information with the photos as | can only make up so
a Christmas present of
don't mind what you tell me or how little you know about the
car, anything will do: the last owner, what fuel do you use, has
it any mods, mileage, any planned work to be done. The
column is supposed to be about YOUR CARS and YOU just
as much as my ramblings, so make my day and let me have
the LOW DOWN. Also if there is any subject you would like
up occasionally letting it run for
© obscure let me know and | will attempt to research it and
come up with the goods. Should cause a few laughs If

Festive Thoughts

By Derek Giles

i wheels for corrosion/rust etc. Wash it about once a month if
you do not have a cover, it's surprising how many flies are
¢ still around to mess on the paintwork, once all this is done a
good coat of wax is a worthwhile protective measure as the
last job.

ILV.R’s

| would like to thank all of you who have sent them in over

! the past 12 months - it has kept me and my Computer
¢ wizzard (Chris Silk) busy on and off over the year. Please

keep them coming and PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let me

much for The Courier from the little snippets on the form. |

me to deal with, anything to do with OUR cars no matter how

nothing else.
Here’s a question for you to offer some thoughts on. Has

of a pigs ear and | am sure there must be a better way/place

thoughts on this please let me know.
Some questions do get answered from my asking them in

this column. Not alt of course, as is the case with alloy wheels; no ; £20. If anyone is interested then please contact
one seems to have any ideas of which modern cars could supply me and | will pass on Grahame’s contact phone
alloy’s to fit our cars. There has of course been the debate about { number. )
Dolly Sprint/MG F in a recent Courier but that seems to be unre- 5 And Finﬂllv
solved. Can they, can’t they?it would seem unclear. Are spacers : | hope in 2001 to be able to get to more
required or not? Is 100 mm the equivalent of 4" pods? This could shows/meets than | did in 2000, having now
go on and on, so I'll leave it alone. had key hole surgery on my head (about time
One question | posed though was about fitting driving lamps to too some would say) | should be in fine feitle.
the 13/60 and | did get a reply. Thank you Grahame Fay for your So, if you see the grey hair/beard and glasses
phone call. Grahame tells me he has found some ‘U’ shaped at any of them come over and say ‘Hi Ya’, I'd be
brackets that can be mounted from behind the grille and set the pleased to talk to you, (it comes to something
lights at a height that will conform to the guidelines set out in the when | have to solicit for friends), but | really
use of additional lighting. If as Grahame suggests these are used don’t bite. May all your Christmas wishes cone
in conjunction with main beam then he recommends the fitting of to fruition, (Claudia Schiffer, size10 feet and all
an alternator and some form of RELAY/LOOM (to offer protection is mine), and all the best for 2001, Cheers,
to the original wiring). The brackets are about £7 and the loom Derek

WLV, Restorations
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Fitting new locks?

When fitting new door locks to your Spitfire I, II, I1I
1 GTé6 1, I1, you may find that they won’t snap into
position properly. I often find that the spring steel legs
that hold the lock into position are too long, and fail
to hold the lock in place. Try using tin snips or side
cutters to trim a couple of millimetres off each leg (the
locks, not yours) and Hey Presto! it fits.

All the best




Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE @@MPLETE CLUB GAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0208 - 994 = 8395

FAX: 0208 - 995 - 7599 www.chiswickcarcraft.co.uk

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don't hesitate

to call us for a quote or just advice on a problem of car servicing.

INSURANGCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER

FREE ESTIMATES
GIVEN FOR ALL WORK

EUROCARD

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR

MODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.
HOODS SUPPLIED AND
FITTED. IN FACT ANY
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUVIPH. RING US NOW
FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTOMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS
NMOUNTED.

RCH 197, PRE
CHI:

SWICK, LONI

ON W4 1TN

10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4
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Try our Website www.trgb.co.uk

/—\

You can download our price
disc of over 7,000 part No's.

and our additional search
facility helps you find the
part you want.

If you do not have access
to the Web then give us a
call for a Free Price Disc

~ LD
01487 8421638

or Fax: 7440274

‘
[
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(-‘ British NMotor
Heritage

Eaz=s  Approved

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS FULL RANGE OF TR2/3/4/5/6, SPITFIRE, GT6, HERALD AND VITESSE PARTS

CHEAPER QUALITY RELIABLE SPARES IN EAST ANGLIA

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Steering Column Bushes all cars except late 1500/GT6 £5.91

Front Wheel Bearing set (state model).............. £12.99
Track Rod end £6.99
Solid Rack Mount Kit. £17.56
STANPART Trunnion £15.21

Front Spring (standard OR uprated).
Top ball joint (all models)..
Front Trunnion kit (all models) .
Front vertical link (state model).
Anti Roll Bar Links.................

Steering Rack (exchange)
Front Wishbone Bush/Rear Tie Rod Bush ......... B, 12

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)

Rear Leaf Spring (Spit MkIV/GT6 Mkll) (High spec won't sag) £87.24
Rear Leaf Spring Spit 1500 (High spec won't sag)..£87.24
Rear Shock Absorber (state model) . .£16.39
Rear Trunnion Bush Kit (per side) ...
Rear bearing kit (bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket)
Universal Joint (new,
Rear driveshaft Her/ Sp ol

Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (Long)OE Spec .. £57 57

ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION

214623 Inner Driveshaft ........ccococveeiiviivniiienns £88.12
152273 Rotoflex Coupling with Bolts Orignal Genuine £42.24
149051 Rear Hub ... 58.69
212867 Inner Flange
214514 Outer Flange ..
Rear Bearing Kit ..
149769 or 149770 Wishbone

308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Link
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket .
Complete Roto TrunnionBush Kit . £28.14
GT6 Rotoflex Rear Spring SPECIAL OFFER ..£58.69

MECHANICAL
Engine Mountings (4 cylinder)
Engine Mountings (6 cylinder)
Oil Filter Spit/Herald High spec
Qil Filter 6 Cyl (Except GT6)
Oil filter (GT6,

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear Exhaust BOXES ................ £42.24
Spit MkIV/1500 Original Heritage Rear Wings .. £93.94
Spit MkIV/1500 Original Heritage Front Wings £35.19
Leather and Alloy Steering Wheels inc Boss ... £46. 94
UNLEADED HEADS - Crack tested - Pressure

Tested - Bead Blasted - New Valves/Guides
Springs - with Hardened Seats - £193.87
Gearbox (fully reconditioned, exchange) ...
Differential (full recon, exchange) .
Decoke Sets from ........
Bottom End Sets (all) at
Fuel Pumps from
Servo Kit
Herald and Spifire ..
Vitesse and GT6 ..
Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Her/Spn .£53.05

RR
FOR A 30KG PARCEL
TRGB LTD Unit1, Sycamore Farm, lndustrlal Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ,

Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Vi/GT6£64.56
Caliper Seal Kit Type 12 (early Spit/Her) .. .. £8.16
Caliper Seal Kit Type 14 (late Spit/Her) ... « £7:28
Caliper Seal Kit Type 16 P/PB (Vi/GT6, state chassis no) £10.51
Caliper Pistons from
Front Brake Pads (type 12 caliper)

Brake Discs Herald/Spit
Brake Discs Vitesse/GT6 .
Brake Shoes Spit/Herald
Brake Shoes Vit/GT6 ...
Brake Drums (all models) from.
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Herald/Spit)
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GTS) ..
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)
BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available.
Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us
for an honest opinion of what does and does not fit!
Remember we fit our own panels in our workshop!

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear wing excellent quallly Still £82 19
Spit/GT6 Outer Sill (excellent fit)
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance (fibreglass) ..
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance Steel
Spi/GT6 Floor Pan................
Spit/GT6 Door Skin (high quality) .
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (high quality)
Spit/GT6 Boot Floor steel
Spit/1/2/3 Bootlid steel ...
Spit Mk 1V/1500 Bootlid steel
Rear Valance (MkIV / 1500) .
Rear Valance (Spit |, II, IIl)
Front Outrigger (Spit/GT6)
Front Chassis Crossmember (Spit/GT6)
Chassis Outriggers (Her/Vit) (Heavy Duty) all .. £16.39
Front Chassis Cross Tube

with overrider brackets (heavy duty Her/Vit)...... £64.62
Front Cross Tube Repair ends (Her/Vit) .... £17.03
Her/Vit Front Valence (F/Glass high quality)...... £28.20
Her 13/60 LH Front Wing £67.56
Herald 13/60 RH Front Wing. £67.56
Herald/Vitesse Sills £17.04
Herald/Vitesse Front Wheelarch Lip Repair ...... £15.22
Herald/Vitesse Doorskins (original pressing) .... £563.99
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (f/glass).. £15.22
Herald/Vitesse Rear Centre Valance (f/glass) .. £25.79
Herald/Vitesse Centre Valance Original Pressing £52.87
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (steel) .... £26.43
Herald/Vitesse Rear Arch Lip Repair................ £15.21

RADIATORS AND COOLING
Full Width High Cooling Spec (Spit)
Standard Herald and Spitfire exchange
4 row, High Spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
(no Kenlowe required) exchange
Kenlowe Fan Kit (for the power hungry)
RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS

Windscreen Seal (Spit 1/2/3 GT6 1/2) .............. £15.21
Bright Trim Finisher (for Spit I/Il/III/GT6 I/Il Her/Vit) £5.95

[IGEEEE]R U worksnop facilities at only

Windscreen Seal (Spit [V/1500)
Pair of Bright Trims for (Spit 1V/1500 seal) .
Windscreen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Rear Screen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Door Seal Furflex (per side) from.
Outer Door Glass Seal (all cars)
Inner Door Glass Strip ..
Boot Seals from only...
‘T’ Pedal Rubbers .
Herald Rubber Bumper Set (6 parts)

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)
Herald all types (state year and engine size) .... £99.94
Vitesse all types (state year and model) .. £140.95
Spitfire MK, II (without front pipe)...
Spitfire MKl (full system) .....
Spitfire MKIV (complete system)
Spitfire 1500 (complete system)
Extractor Manifold (1500)
Twin Pipe System for above manifold (also see below) .. £150.95
Adaptor pipe 1500 (fits standard D/pipe to twin system).... £17.56
1500 Spit downpipe for use with adaptor/twin system .. £35.19
MKIIIV downpipe (does not need adaptor) for twin system £29.37
GT6 Mk Il downpipe for twin system ...
GT6 Mklll (complete stainless system)..
Big Bore Single Spit/GT6 Systems to use with our own
Sports Manifold
GT6 Extractor Manifold

HOODS AND TONNEAUS
Standard PVC Hoods, all at ..
Vynide Hoods, all at...
Tonneau Covers from
Double Duck Hoods from .
MohalfHOadS: s

LIGHTS,FITTINGS, INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS
Halogen conversion kit with bulbs (2 lights not Vitesse).. £24.95
Spitfire Mklll Grilles, Original, New! ................. £22.95

Wool mix Carpet Sets beautifull quality with

fully bound edges. Choice of colours

Spitfire Mkl - V. .. £78.
Spitfire 1500
Herald / Vitesse
GT6 (state model)
Spitfire Door Panels (pairs only)
Boot Mat Spitfire full size Hardura to OE Spec £23.44
Boot Mat Herald / Vitesse full size Hardura ...... £23.44
Spitfire Spare Wheel Cover
Pre Cut Underfelt Kit..............
Gearbox Tunnels Fibreglass all at
Pair Sunvisors (passenger with error)Spst/GTB 225 73

Standard Black Primer - £58.69 Padded - £117.50
DO YOU HAVE OUR LATEST

CATALOGUE? LISTING OVER 1500

PARTS!! - SENT ANYWHERE IN THE
WORLD FREE OF CHARGE!!

You must mention this advert
to obtain these prices.

- £159.00
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cars and specials.

peaking personally
| didn’t know there
was such athinga i
Herald based kit :

car until | saw a photo of a

after | joined in 1981. The

posing about in a classically

one apart.

At that time | think | already
had two Heralds but needed

(well, wanted) them both on

the road. This meant that |

ing a rusty body. Let’s face it
unless you are a welder, very

together again for Monday.
You've heard my sock theory
of classic car ownership,
haven't you? The minimum
number of socks a gentleman
must own is three, one pair on,
one pair off and another in the
wash. The same thinking

¢ applies to old cars; you need
/ Gentry in a TSSC mag soon :

one to drive, a second road-

i worthy in case of breakdown
idea appealed to me straight
away, for two reasons: |
could definitely see myself

see it though.

down at heel Herald to turn

also not worry about rebuild-

Attracted

By Trevor Collett

¢ could only strip either one
i down as far as | could put it
It's interesting to find out why

and how people get into the kit

: friendly with a welder or pretty
i well off, none of which | was,
i repairing all the metal in a
 rusty Herald is not really on the
! cards. So that's what | did, |
bought a 13/60 for twenty
{ pounds and proceeded to
! separate body from chassis.
The body was thrown away
and the chassis and mechani-
cals renovated. | forked out my
¢ wedge to Moss Cars for one of

¢ their fibre glass bodies to drop
and a third in the garage fo
keep you amused in the !
gvenings. That's my excuse |
any way - Jackie can't quite
styled, running boarded, rag
top sports car and having
been a Herald owner since :
1978 | had the urge 1o fake

on to my rebuilt chassis. And
the rest is history.
Not every kit car owner built

! the car his, or her, self. These
¢ cars do find their way onto the
Where was 1?7 Buying a well !

classic car market where they

i can be bought to satisfy the
into a kit car would mean that | :
£ could strip it down to the last |
nut and bolt at my leisure and

ambitions of wanting an inter-
esting car to drive without
having to build it first. This
brings me to this month’s
featured car, the Burlington
Arrow belonging to Jim Wells

by an Arrow

from Orpington in Kent. The
letter Jim sent me with the
photos explains how he came
to be a Triumph Special owner:
Find enclosed photo of my

Burlington Arrow

car, Burlington Arrow, colour
red, registration XVY400J.

It all began on a sunny
Sunday day out with our
grandchildren in a Triumph
13/60 Convertible. We were on
our way to Yalding when my
daughter said to me, “Look at
that car Dad”. | only got a
very quick look and thought
it would surely be out of my
price range.

We had a lovely day but | was
still thinking about that car. On
the way back we stopped by
the car and found the asking
price was £1,500. We kicked
him hard (not literally, | hope)
and got the car for £1,250. One
week later, with a very big
smile on my face, my wife and
| took the car to Boston, Lincs.
We broke down on the way,

with fan belt problems. When we finally got to Boston the next day we met a nice
chap, Nick, who also had a Burlington. He generously took us to a friend’s garage
to have our car, Bertie, fixed and the bill came to ten pounds! We went back to
his house and he showed us his car along with giving us a cold beer. We cannot
thank him enough.

Both cars are 13/60 based and Bertie is used daily. We are hopefully going to
attend next year's shows. I like your column.

Thanks Jim, especially for the fast bit. Your daughter obviously has a good eye for
cars and you do for great literature (groan!) | look forward to meeting you, your
daughter and your Arrow some time next summer.

TYPE 48

My mention of Type 48 cars in the October edition prompted a letter from Rob
Askew, the proprietor of D. G. Engineering, the company producing the car. He has
sent me a copy of an impressive brochure about his car, the Type 48 Spyder Corsa
and the current price list. Good news is that Rob is still giving a 15% discount to
TSSC members. He also says he is upping his commitment to the car production
side of his business and will have a new demonstrator ready for next spring. His
old one, which I've seen and is a very nice car, will be for sale. Rob also plans a
version to pass SVA. If you start now you too could be driving your own Type 48
Spyder Corsa next summer, appetite whetted? If you wish to tempt yourself further
see the article by Type 48 Owner David Parry on Page 54 of this issue!

SPECIAL RALLY

| have been sent detaits, by the Guild of Motor Endurance, of the Liege-Corse Six
Day Reliability Trial on 21 to 27 April 2001. This is a rally to Corsica open to hand-
built specialist cars. If you want to know more details about this event the number

to call or fax is 01386 861400.
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It was some time back that I !

commented on having received |
few pictures of 12/50s to feature
in my articles.

ince then [I've
received a steady
stream of 12/50
photographs and
IVRs, one of the latest
coming from Stuart Rose of

Letchworth in Hertfordshire.
HAN 143 D started life as a
12/50 Saloon, but has at
some time acquired the rear
shell from a convertible.
Stuart has managed to
locate the wife of the car’s

24

the supplying
Locomotors  of

several generations of the
. Lamburn family, until it was i
 sold to Mr Jeremy Willams in :
i August 1991. This is the only i
missing part of the car’s§
history. It was during Mr.
© Williams’ ownership that the

Convertible bodywork appears
to have been fitted. The car
was sold again in July 1992 to
Claire Picton, now Claire
Andrews, with Stuart purchas-
ing it in June 1998.

While HAN 143 D certainly
started life as a 12/50 Saloon, |
have heard from no less an
authority than John Kipping
that there was at least a small
batch of 12/50 convertibles

produced. All 12/50s have the
chassis number prefix GD,
with saloons having the suffix
RS to denote the sunroof
which was part of the standard
12/50 specification. | would be
extremely interested to hear

12/50 Convertible?

By Bill Davies

original owner. The car was ;
bought in December 1966 by
Mr Lamburn, as a Christmas
present for his wife. As well as
an old photograph of the car,
Mrs Lamburn gave Stuart a
1967 diary bearing the name of
dealer,
Harrow,
Middlesex. This was supplied
with the car when new. The car
was handed down through {

Last month | featured the first of Mike
Carter's holiday “snaps, taken when he
i visited Finland
in the 19807 with Mrs Lamburns Granddaughter BT GIRYE-1S
. Here are a couple of
Herald 1200s
pictured at the
Triumph Cars Club
of Finland annual
meet. First is the
1200 Saloon of
Soile and Jari
Sivula, registered
XBJ-52. They have
owned this largely
original car for 3
years, though it has
received new trim
and carpets. From
Mike's notes it
seems that cars must be as original to

from anyone who has a GConvertible with the 12/50s GD prefix along
with a CV suffix for the convertible bodystyle.

More of those Finnish Heralds

e 0

Finnish 1200 Saloon XBJ.52
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which he bought in April this
year. While undoubtedly this
one’s going to need a substan-
tial rebuild, it seems to be very
complete having been stored
near Bristol for many years. The
“ colour scheme is Litchfield
Green and White, with a
Phantom Grey interior.
Registered 382 PHY in 1961,
this one appears to have lived in
the same area for all of its life -
the nameplate on the dashboard
gives the supplying dealer as
qualify for Classic Registration in Finland. i Fishponds Motors Ltd of Bristol.

ZVR-94 belongs to Jorma Kélki and is another Saloon Mike tells me that this Coupé has no rust in all of the
conversion, this time from a 1200 - it has been in the usual places but lots of rust in all of the unusual places!
family for nearly 15 years. Like XBJ-52, this Herald has i Watch out for the different rust pattern on that Mk1
the 12/50 style radiator e o
grille. This was commonly :
fitted to many of the Herald
1200s destined for export |-
markets. l

And Mike’s
“New” Coupé

[ thought that | might as well
let Mike Carter monopolise
most of this month’s article
as he’s also sent me some
pictures of his 1200 Coupé,

Finnish 1200 Conversion ZVR-94

Mike Carter’s
Mk1 1200 Coupé
chassis Mike - while the rot sets into
the Mk2 chassis rails starting from
the area under the differential, it’s
much more common for the Mk1
chassis to crack around the rear
mounting points for the front
wishbones, with rust setting in here
and working it's way back along

the rails.

. and from the Back
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NO. 1

We have a large range
of products for Triumph motor cars.

Whether it be a bolt or bodyshell, retail or
trade, we always put you, the customer first. M3 or, St b
So, next time you are about to order those 4
essential or not so essential parts for your
cherished classic, why not give us a try?

We think you may well be pleasantly surprised.

HE C GLASSIC S| SP(ﬁIIl!SY

\\/mﬂ—mﬁ’ = -) DAVID MANNERS LTD

PARTS FOR
DAIMLER [
TAGUAR }
M6 & TR
MINI
| | MORRIS MINGR |}

991 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD - OLDBURY - WEST MIDLANDS - B69 4R
TEL: 0121 544 4444 - FAX: 0121 544 4340
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Hil... Warm
seasons greetings
extended to all..

| think we need them !

.
z

§

inter
certainly

has

been upon

us since :
our return to UK soil back in
September.. .but it's Britain.
Its expected...its understoodlé
and itis so nice (on a dry day)
to walk in our wonderful :

countryside with that bracing
crisp cold, clean air..to return

to a hot bath...a roaring fire
and..a warming glass of
port!...marvellous

Back

By Mac Reynolds

To begin this register, | would like take this opportunity to say

thanks again to Lewis (Barton of Bath fame)...for his Herald taxi
service and unsurpassed hospitality, we are seen here with Lewis,
attempting to stay incognito under the disguise of shades, actually
© it was a rare day of sunshine whilst in Bath...time taken off from a

—

© trim fitting session to Lewis’ 13/60 convertible (Lewis also has an

David Baines

p gy oo = G
Py
<L -~

imaginary Spitfire 1500 in his :
garage which hasn't seen the
light of day for at least two
years...I'll be up to help fit the
gearbox 0.k? and also to have
my first trip in a TR4 (photo :
shows Sue in the passenger
seat returning from her turn),
it's a recently required, fully
restored gem of a car,
belonging to David Baines who
lives opposite Lewis. It’s
finished in a very impressive
gleaming dark blue (shows off
the chrome nicely), thanks to
Dave for the memorable expe- :
rience of a drive in a gutsy :
throaty close to the road, :
Triumph sportscar, excellent!!
...but | do have to say that the

TR4 comes no-where near the place | have for :
the Vitesse in my heart!..Its a bit of a Triumph '
neighbourhood in Bath, as almost next door to
Lewis dwells Mark Thompson (TSSC member)
with his yellow 1500 Spitfire, who wife Jane ;

makes a rather mean banoffee
pie, shame the pub was shut
though!!...hope to catch up
again soon..Mark has a

strange problem with his
29



trunnions (even though he is a
doctor!!)which I'll mention in the
January Register.

Thanks are now in order for Michael
Hancock who sent in info via email in
response to my Belisha Beacon
question in an earlier register.
Apparently they were named after Mr
Hore-Belisha, who was Minster for
Transport in the 1930s, he went on to
become Minster of War during the re-

assume he developed the idea for the
Beacons...thanks for that Michael..I'm

well used (as always) over to Holland,
then East Germany and a tour of
Scotland...now Michael said a very
interesting thing in his email “I expect
that you will have been inundated with
replies”...actually Michael you were
the only person to respond so thanks

all out there, don’t fall into the trap of
assuming someone else will have
answered my pleas...take the time,
make the effort, seize the moment,
30

i one day you may need the information and who will respond then?..0.k.
lecture over....

Thanks also now to lan Stuart, who was the only person to respond to my

pleas for information on hardtops. He purchased a brand new, unused black
hardtop (believed to be an Ashley), it had a grey cloth headlining and rear
quarter windows...Ian fitted it to his saffron 13/60 (which he took to Stafford
with the top on, this was followed by a photo and sarky comment in the
Courier as to why on a hot summers day? ) The top was then transferred to
a 1965 Vitesse with 2 litre engine, which was then sold on to a gentleman in
Wrexham, complete with the top (I expect its still out there somewhere...|
hope...Mac) ..lan said the top was a good fit and one of the best he had
armament period before the War....| seen...l love your final comment lan..”hope you get back o0.k. and | shouldn’t
bother with a job, just keep playing with Vitesses”...if only lan
...in a perfect world...

delighted to hear the Vitesse is being

| was delighted to spot the Vitesse on the previous page myself..only but a

- few miles from Boscastle.WRL 600J (chassis no. 56973DL..body no.
51323HC)...I have known of this beast for several years..it originally
belonged to the infamous Guy Bragg (or rather his mother)...| have tried to
contact Guy to glean some information to fill in the history blank spots but
he remains illusive, if you are reading this Guy, please email me....it then
passed into the hands of Jo Olde, who runs a very popular local pub, the

Masons Arms in Camelford...Jo ran the Vitesse daily but did have problems
again, and a lesson to be learnt by you

with the (Guy Bragg) lowered rear suspension...bottoming out when

T m
TR,

I
|

;
|
|

il

¢ entering the pub car park..at this time it was signal red...(and named
Goliath...see January 1993, Courier page 39)..Jo still owns a convertible
Vitesse MFJ 152F (see photo October 1995 Register), so since 1993 its been
¢ and still is, in the hands of Geoff Marsh...in the early days of ownership

Geoff had much bodywork and mechanical work carried
out (mainly by Mike May of Wadebridge)..it was at this
time that he had the Vitesse finished in Valencia blue
with a white stripe spending somewhere in the region of
£2500 on her. Unfortunately over the past two years due
to not being garaged or used, she has returned to a
rather sorry state (but she is still beautifull)..she now
needs much more bodywork, Geoff intends to get this
done over the winter period so she’ll be ready for our | ™
glorious Cornish summer. Thanks for the tea and your
time Geoff...see you on the Atlantic highway soon.....

The next photograph was taken by photographer extra-
ordinaire, our roving man on the ground, Lewis (Barton
of Bath fame)...spotted on the South Bank opposite
Chelsea? an interesting bonnet security system... not
quite your key matching chrome period bonnet locks...
complete with Krooklok!! A real belt and braces all areas
covered system (even looks like the padlock is coloured
co-ordinated) which leads me onto how do you secure
yours? have you a good tip to pass on to other Vitesse /
lovers?...we certainly don’t want ours stolen do we?
have you different methods for saloon or convertible, please let me
know...email at the end of the register...

Now for a competition, its been ages since | indulged myself...just a bit of
fun...can anyone recognise or guess who the cars opposite belong to? they
are well travelled, as is their owner...what did he say? 54 countries at the last
count. We had a superb midwinter meal at his abode, a full update in January’s
register...so if you know, don’t delay, email today...I'll acquire a mystery gift
from club HQ for your pleasure...first correct email secures first prize and gets
a mention...who could resist this opportunity.

: in Cornwall...(where
demonstrates that there is indeed
no need for a compass in these
parts...we know which way the wind
blows down ‘ere my lover!!..good to
be home this Christmas (but I'm
getting itchy feet already)

Bonnet Security -
South Bank Style

else!)...it

Hope yours will be a good one, just

I'll leave you in this festive season with a photograph that | took myself here

relax, chill out and enjoy...
thanks... take care...cheers
Mac
p.s please send details of your
Vitesse for the register or any
information, news and views on
security,  stereos, hoods,
hardtops, wheels, wipers . . .
...whatever your poison, please,
please, push those comput-
erised buttons today to me at
macfreedom@hotmail.com and
' don’t forget | love your Vitesse

i as much as you do!!
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By Guy Singleton

5 2+2 at 3.00 pm on Friday afternoon we decided to take my 2
i Litre Bond Equipe Estate an inspired choice as events proved
Well . i -itwas certainly not Convertible weather!
- lwould like t - iser -
Where do | start? Hld 0 thank Andy Webf) Oxford Area Organiser - for
7 ¢ stepping into the breach as co-pilot for the Round Britain Run -

Sunset over Cromarty Firth

Following on from last month’s with 48 hours notice - he even sold a car to fund his share of
article, having not managed to the costs - don’t worry it wasn’t his Bondaheralldvitfire - it was
improve the fuel consumption on the i an XR2. For those of you who know the former a Herald Saloon

We Did 1Y

converted into a Convertible with a 4s bonnet, will :
understand that this is not an asset. Seriously, many
thanks Andy.

We left London at about 7.00 pm on Friday evening
(6 October) and travelled by a somewhat indirect route
(in most cases intentional) arriving at John O'Groats at 5

about 9.00 am on the Saturday morning - steep hills ,
nice to have 1998cc,
thought of Rob and
Derek in the 948 Herald
Coupe, lovely sunrise
and good scenery. Very
expensive fuel @95p/1.

After a well-earned
breakfast we did a photo
call and then drove west
along the top of
Scotland - a lovely drive

as Andy's white
knuckles testified the
car was going welll It
rained hard as we came
back through Glen Coe,
almost drying by the time we got to Stirling for a rest :
and eats at Morrisons Garage at about 6.00 pm. From |
the times you will gather that the return route was not
direct - it was very scenic including single track B :

roads! Driving in the main was enjoyable as there was not much traffic
other than Triumphs. .

We then drove down the M6 tuming off to Oswestry and down to
Chepstow, over the ols Severn Bridge then down the M5 and on to
Lands End arriving at about 7.30 am too early for Breakfast! again a
photo call was required. The return route through Cornwall was for me

marred by heavy rain and Sunday morning drivers, we opted for the

Lands End

direct route back along the A303 getting back to London at 7.00 pm on
: the Sunday evening. The car performed faultlessly , only 1/4 * drop in
 oil level - and that being due to the enthusiastic drive in the north of

Scotland! | don't know (or want to know) how much fuel we used but
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quite a lot, 'm not looking forward to my next credit card billl 2134
miles from door to door all in about 52 hours. One of the good things
about using the Estate was that we were able to lie down in the back

and get a rest if not sleep.

Would | do it again? Probably - that's worrying as it's still too close to
be looking back with rose tinted spectacles!

Turning now to other matters with the 2+2 | decided to use the special
parts from the SAH tuned engine | have on the existing block ie.
camshaft, head, webber etc. When stripping down the engine | found

Arthur Spence, who has been working on the Club 4s
at HQ, has contacted me as he has made up a former
for making up bumper end caps they look very good but

i are made from polished rather than anodised

that the timing chain was two teeth out - hopefully this will explain the

lack of power and fuel consumption - to-date however | haven't got it
going again! Hopefully | will report further next month!

aluminium. If you are interested he can make them up
they will cost about £3.00 each. | have also heard from
another member who is looking into getting die bumper
extrusions made - if anyone is interested please
contact me.

Finally | attach Production Committee minutes for
i December 1966

BOND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on :
Thursday, 1st December, 1966.
Present T.S. Gratrix (Chairman)
LF. Austin, R. Atkinson, J. i
Woods, A. Pounder.

MARK III EQUIPE
DEVELOPMENT BY
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS :

LIMITED
Specialised Mouldings Limited :
have said that they will have a
prototype body ready for collec-
tion on 10th December. M.W.
Atkinson was asked to make
arrangements for its collection :
and Mr. Pounder will supply a list
of the components that we :
supplied to Specialised Mouldings
which have to be returned to us.
AMMENDED TRIUMPH AND
BOND SPECIFICATIONS
Boot Hinges
The position remains unchanged
and was left in abeyance. :
Boot Lock
The position remains unchanged
and was left in abeyance. :
Number Plate
Illumination Lamp
This has been approved.
Windscreen Rubber
This has been approved and orders
have been placed. We will proceed
with 12 sets for final approval.
Windscreen

The windscreen checking feature :

is today being finally checked on the { prepared to supply us with Triumph

i pattern at Specialised Mouldings

Limited, and if it is approved it will

i be passed back to Triplex.

Quarter Lights

¢ delivery has been quoted as 10
i weeks.

Rubber Surround
for Rear Window

finished.
Rear Window

i The position in unchanged and no
i order has yet been placed.

Fuel Gauge

i Mr. Austin has arranged for Smith’s The position is unchanged on this and

to let us have a sample of a 2-litre | the matter was left in abeyance.
i Vitesse gauge calibrated to suit the |
i Triumph 2000 petrol tank. This }

should be in our hands during week | discuss an improved seat on the lines
i commencing 5th December, for :

approval.

Vauxhall Rear Lamp Cluster

Mr. Austin was asked to order these.
{ Model Name and Badges :

Mr. Austin will order a supply of i
chrome numeral 061. H

Front Bumper

1300 front bumpers reduced in length

i by approximately 2.75”

i In view of the fact that Standard-
: i Triumph buy their bumper complete
i These have been ordered from ;
i Windshields of Worcester and

with overriders we will now leave the
matter in abeyance until we find out if

i we can fit overriders to the car, but
i this cannot be ascertained until we
i build up the first prototype vehicle,

i We will obtain quotations for bumpers

These have been ordered from from both Standard-Triumph, and

i Hertfordshire Rubber but they are i Wilmot Breeden, before deciding the
waiting for a checking frame from supplier to use.

i Specialized Mouldings. This cannot :
i be supplied until the mould is ! Mr. Austin in still obtaining quota-

i tions for this item.

Hazard Warning Sign

Outside Door Handles

i Mr. Austin is awaiting samples of zero
i torque locks.

Rain Gutter

Seats
Mr. Pounder visited Coventry Hood to

: of the GT6 and they are going to let us
i have suggested designs. Mr. Austin
will investigate what progress they are
i making.

CONVERTIBLE VERSION OF
THE MARK III EQUIPE

: This will follow the introduction of
i Mr. Austin has ascertained from
Wilmot Breeden that they are °

the Mark III Saloon.
MCTY/JJ. 8th December, 1966.
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Stage 2 Unleaded Heads
4 CYLINDER - €385

6 CYLINDER - €575

4 Pot Caliper
| Conversion Kit

Pair cross drilled discs
Set uprated brake pads

Pair 4-pot calipers
Pair Goodridge hoses

Alloy Wiheels

PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR A SET OF 4 WHEELS (EXTRA WHEELS ALSO SUPPLIED - RING FOR PRICE),
WHOO4..... MX = SILVER 572" X 13"...ovvrvsrvvsvessvesirsssesiossrin £280.00
WHOOS ......MX - SILVER 6'XT4" ...ooorvovesrrsiosssesisvessesssess £345.00

WHO07 ......SUPASLOTS - POLISHED SILVER - 51" x 13" ............... £285.00
WHO14...... £26.00

ALL WHEELS SUPPLIED HAVE TRIUMPH OFFSETS TO ENSURE A PERFECT FIT ON ALL CLUB CARS.

[ Bushes in Stock

£79.95 each
£37.95 pair

| High quality chrome on

brass racing mirrors

A with fully adjustable

head. Universal fixing,

) will suit all Club cars.

Full Range of

Advanced Polyurethane |

SEMI SPORTS from £160 FULL SPORTS from £175 |

Extractor Manifolds

GT6/Vitesse from £275 P

Aldon Electronic Ignition Kits

IGNITION KIT (All Models) £75.00
W /GNITION KIT (Positive Earth cars) £85.00

Aldon Flame Thrower Coil

|
SABRERONBN |

Spitfire 4/1 £215 Spitfire llI/IV/1500 £180 /

HIGH PERFORMANCE CHROME COIL £38.50

) Rear Bracket Conversion Kit|C

Unleaded \

= Kit includes:- Pair Spax Dampers Pair High Quality Brackets ‘
N@ y) Fitting Instructions CONVERSION KIT £150.00

FRONT (PAIR) £105.00
Front Pair Adj S/Seat £140.00
REAR (PAIR) £95.00

S

Sheets & Prices

J

Please Ring
01858 434424

S Socas el ] ( o-mait: ofters Stsse.uk-com )N

TSSC SPECIAL TUNING, MAIN STREET, LUBENHAM, LEICESTERSHIRE LE16 9TF  Wwwwww.Essc-uk.com

w1 7600cc & 1700cc “For Roll Over Bars

For Full Specification JJl & Full Race Cages
Please Ring
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Some 24 years after rolling of the :
production line, my poor old Spitfire :
1500, 0SW 489S, has reached -

The end of the road! :

am not sure what kind of a |
life she has had, knowing
nothing of her before my |
ownership, but in the last 4 |
@9 years with me she has worked hard;
]'}) being my everyday car; and played :
hard, going on holiday and even |

racing; doing more than many do in
a lifetime. In that time she has

being used and abused and run
with wholly inadequate servicing,
clocking up 98,500 hard miles - it’s
a shame | couldn’t reach 100,000.
Unfortunately the dreaded MoT has
arrived and her rusty body and
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always started first time, despite

totally worn out components will sadly not make it
through without considerable time and money.

However | have no cause for complaint as she has
provided me with cheap, reliable and importantly, fun
transport. It's a testament to the Spitfire that she managed
those 98,500 miles, for when | bought her she was
already on her last legs. | bought her for £325 in March
1996 with 13 previous owners, no history, an unknown
mileage and rife with bodges. As well as being my
everyday car she was also a car on which everyday
running problems could be experienced and reported
upon in the Courier. An extract from my first report sums
up her condition.

“I think the car was originally Carmine Red, judging by
the colour of the chassis and body tub under the under
seal. However the bonnet was originally yellow
(although new wings have been fitted - one good point),
whilst the doors were white and green respectively and
the boot lid red. It is all now a sort of Conifer Green with
the odd patch of mismatched British Racing Green. The
floor pan, sills and foot wells have all had extensive
welding of dubious quality for previous MoTs and yet the

door gaps are near perfect. Out on the road the car-
cophonie of noises emanating from the engine and
transmission indicate a number of other problems
that will have to be solved, the gearbox is incredibly
noisy as is the engine which | hope is just
the tappets.”

Since that time there have been numerous other
reports and experiences. The following highlights may
be of interest.

@ Fitting serviceable rockers with the correct gaps
and a new air filter raised the mpg from 27mpg to
31/32mpg.

@ Fitting new points and plugs correctly gapped
raised mpg from 32mpg to 35 mpg. NB. Points gap
needs to be reset after aprox 100 miles after any “high
spots” on the nylon heel of the points have worn off.

@ Balancing and adjusting the carbs further increased
it from 35mpg to a consistent 39 mpg and highlight-
ed the need for good maintenance.

The alternator seized and was sufficient to stall the
engine and prevent restarting it at a road junction.
Lots of WD40 got me home. | had thought that the
alternator was dodgy anyway as the ignition light had
not been going out below 2,000 rpm. However | was
surprised that the same problem persisted when the
replacement alternator was fitted. Checks revealed
that the oil pressure and ignition warning lights had
been swopped around ie the oil pressure warning light
was permanently on below 2,000 rpm! An oil pressure
gauge was fitted to reveal 20-25 psi and 3-5 psi at idle
when hot. Not a very healthy engine and yet consistently
returned 39 mpg.

After running the engine without any oil pressure below
2,000 rpm for 8,000 miles and a bad oil leak around the
crank/timing cover seal that was covering the engine bay
in oil, it was time for a replacement engine. An engine
from a V-reg Dolomite 1500 with only 35,000 miles on
the clock was found in a scrap yard for £45 (you don’t
find them like that any more!) and fitted. The Dolomite
1500 engine is identical to that of the Spitfire 1500 with
the exception of the oil sump Fig2 and the flywheel which

End ol the Road

By John Thomason

Fig 2.The Spitfire Sump (TOP)
and the Dolomite one (BOTTOM

¢ has a different ring gear to accommodate a pre- engaged
¢ starter motor.

The opportunity was taken to fit an Overdrive gearbox

i whilst changing the engine. This transformed the car,
significantly reducing noise and allowing more relaxed
¢ cruising. Surprisingly, despite the 0/D gearbox, fuel con-
sumption went down to 37 mpg. This was mainly due to

i more spirited driving, now being able to rev the engine

without fear of putting a con-rod through the side of

¢ the block!

: A smell of petrol in the car after filling up the tank, was

! traced to the blanking plug on the breather pipe of the

¢ petrol tank, (used on US cars) perishing and allowing
39




petrol to spill from a full tank when breaking or

cornering. This is a common problem on Spitfire 1500s.
Halogen headlights made a world of difference to safety
and being able to see when driving on winter roads.
Smearing the bullet connectors under the leading edge
of the bonnet, kept the water out, preventing poor earths
and dim lights !

Fitting 165/13 tyres (because | had some 1) when the

standard 155/13 tyres wore out, gave no perceivable
improvement in handling and slightly worse ride
comfort. They also caused a speedo error of 3.2% which

explained why fuel economy had apparently decreased.

A pair of Spax (again because | had some) dampers were
fitted when oné of the old original ones started to leak
and | found a setting of 4/14 to be acceptable with

standard springs.

The first failure - the O/S vertical link snapped at the
trunnion - it didn't like me putting oil in after years of

using grease !

New Ujs did not cure the common clonking noise
coming from the rear half shafts until | fitted thicker

circlips available from Canley Classics.

Some hot weather in August saw some engine hesita-
tion on occasions which was cured by replacing .the

Waxstat jets for fixed jets on the carbs.

With a high mileage each day, over the same route, fuel |
consumption was remarkably constant, varying no more
than about +/- 1/2 mpg. If it did then it usually indicated :
a problem with the state of tune of the engine. This was

the case when | tried The
SPITFIRE  MULTISPARK
which | found gave no
improvement in mpg.

The onset of cold weather
saw lower, less efficient
engine operating tempera-
tures and a reduction from
37mpg to 33/35 mpg.
Without time to fit an
electric fan, the 7 bladed
plastic fan was replaced
with a 4 bladed aluminum
fan from Heralds/Spitfires
(certain ones only) which
drew less air and gave a
slightly higher operating
temperature. However

frosty mornings saw mpg fall to 32 and the arrival of the :
radiator blind - a piece of cardboard covering about 25%

of the radiator. Fuel consumption went back to 36 mpg
40

and the heater worked ! The cold weather also made the
low quality, aluminum door handle brittie and snap off in
my hand one frosty morning |

Ayear after fitting the Dolomite engine, the cylinder head
was removed and converted to unleaded with new
guides, valves and valve seats at a cost of £156 which |
calculated would take 22,650 miles to recover from the
price differential between leaded (then) and unleaded. No
adjustments to carbs or ignition, only a black tailpipe
(characteristic of unleaded) gave the game away. Fuel
consumption improved slightly probably due to the ‘new’
decoked head.

Another failure - a drive shaft UJ pulled out of its yoke
after months of ignoring a rumbling from the rear.
When engine revs suddenly dropped one day whilst
driving home, before even coasting to a stop | had
diagnosed a broken accelerator cable. The crimped ball
on the end of the cable had pulled off. “A get me home”
fix was to screw onto the end of the cable an electrical
screw block connector that the accelerator arm could
pull against.

Atemperature gauge reading hotter than usual and a fuel
gauge giving exceptional mpg was traced to the voltage
stabiliser on the back of the speedo. The stabiliser relies
on a good earth to the speedo casing and one of the
knurled nuts that holds the speedo and the earth wire in
place had come loose.

It also explained dim instrument illumination.

An occasional shrill as the fan belt slipped and an

Fig 3. The aluminium 4 Blade Fan from
some Heralds/Early Spitfires used to
DECREASE engine cooling

increasing tendency for the engine to stall-at idle,
indicated that for a second time (although something like
38,000 miles later) the alternator was starting to give
problems. The combination of a freely turning afternator
and a new set of poin’ts increased idle by 250 rpm, giving
an indication of how much power | had been wasting.
1998 saw OSW have a long overdue overhaul in prepara-
tion for trying her hand at racing - a consequence of not
finishing my proper racer, The Silver Bullet. Apart from
the mandatory safety equipment of fire extinguisher, roll
bar, fire wall, battery cut off, rear fog light, engine
breather catch tank, and tow eye, a 4 point harness was
also fitted for piece of mind even though in the Standard
class in which | would be racing, standard seat belts were
permitted. Tyres were those that | had raced Quasi with in
Macau with and had been in storage in the loft since. Very
little was done on the performance side since | had little
time or money to spend on the car and more importantly,
0SW was still my everyday car and would be on her way
to work on the Monday morning after a week end of
racing. Never the less something had to be done about the
rather thin and corroded front discs Figd and the worn,
rather tall (sagging Herald | was convinced) front springs.
This turned into a complete front end overhaul as both
trunnion and damper bolts were found to be seized and
the holes in the lower wishbone had elongated - a very
common problem on our cars and mainly due to the
trunnion bolt not being tightened up sufficiently.

The engine was completely standard apart from some gas

Fig 4a. The old Discs (left)
were rather “Thin”!

Fig 4. The oid Discs were replaced by the Club’s cross drilled Discs.
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Fig 5. Larger air filters from the Triumph
2000 Saloon and 1850 Dolomite. Best used
in the Summer since protection from
rain/spray is lost since they are too big for
the standard air filter box.

flowing of the carbs and a TSSGC tubular manifold that | |
had, although it ran into a standard silencer. 1 also ran
larger air filters, from a late Triumph 2000 MK2 and
Dolomite 1850, which also uses 11/2”SU and hence bolt
directly on. Fig 5 Apart from being bigger, they are also
not very popular and are consequently a lot cheaper
around the auto jumbles than the standard Spitfire ones. :
More details of starting racing in a Spitfire are in the :
original article in Courier 215

Even though we weren't up with the modified cars there
were still other cars in the standard class with which to
have a dice and an adrenaline rush and enjoyed several
races in the ‘98 season. | was probably taking the
‘weekend racer theme’ a little far by being the only car to
have a tape on in the pit lane !1.

1998 saw the big push for unleaded with a price differ-
ential of as much as 27p a gallon between Leaded and
Unleaded and | was glad that I'd swopped to unleaded
earlier. However fuel cost were escalating and the search i
for economy resulted in me fitting a single 11/2"SU and
manifold from a late Triumph Dolomite 1300. (Courier i
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216). Rolling road tests revealed a reduction in peak
power from 51bhp to 44bhp. However below 4,000 rpm

(not often exceeded in everyday driving) there was no dif-
ference in power and the single carb developed more

s E—

torque, whilst out on the road returned a 9% improve-
ment in fuel consumption. OSW has run like this since.
Transmission problems have been a major failing on
OSW and have included a slipping overdrive, usually due

L

|
H

to low gearbox oil level, but on one occasion due to a
faulty solenoid. Three gearboxes have been got through,

Fig 7. The Single 1" SU Carb
ran everyday on OSW for economy.

one due to the input shaft bearing failing, the others due
to the infamous circlip on the output shaft failing. This

Fig 8. One of the Gear
stick locating pins had
worked out allowing the
gearstick to rotate

i

CONTINUES ON PAGE 46
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TsSSC Christmas
pen @eckend

Saturd;y and Sunday 9th and 10th December
9 - 4 pm Saturday and 11 - 4 pm Sunday

\\ 0 i
e St » /4’ 3 The Club HQ and Shop will be open-
K : | @ ALL WEEKEND and will be giving special
e ; et : discounts on all goods over this weekend only.
& A - R R/ - Get your last minute Christmas presents
Y e and save £££s
—u e f;"g The TSSC HQ located in For th?se members not able to visit,
N\ » - we are taking orders over the phone and are
— | the pleasant village of o0 :
e /] = \ waiving all Carriage Charges for orders placed

Lubenham, Leicestershire,
contains what many regard over the weekend.

3 : m as the widest single point ORDERS HOTLINE - 01858 434424
collection of Club Cars and Or if you can’t visit then - don't miss the

Triumph Memorabilia to be m@ jmmg 9@&

found anywhere in the
world and is worth a visit.

Saturday and Sunday 6th and 7th December
9 - 4 pm Saturday and 11 - 4 pm Sunday

No one who has visited has been disappointed and as
a Triumph enthusiast you are sure not to be too!!

The Club HQ and Shop will be open for

Bargains - ALL WEEKEND !

@
<)

TSSC HQ Main Street, Lubenham, Leics.

44



Fig 9. A novel way of gaining access to the radio
cassette - move the gearstick out of the way!
usually manifests itself by the gear stick moving

gearbox going bang if left too long. Circlip failure is an

3rd has also been prevalent, and resulted in me re-

months. Several clutches have been used, the best lasting

35,000 miles, the worst 6,000 ! - you get what you pay for
?, whilst a leaking clutch slave cylinder has occurred :

Fig 10. OSW following an incident on the M25. The alu

twice. However probably the best (?)
failure was when the gearlever found
a new position Fig9 as a result of a
locating pin coming lose. Fig8
previous page.

Poor rear handling was easy to
diagnose given two worn out Spax
| shock absorbers covered in hydraulic
| oil that had leaked out of them. One
thing leads to another and seized rear
trunnions had to be repaired the hard
way by drilling out the bolt on one
side, and giving up and replacing the
complete vertical link on the
other side.

Worn out tyres were replaced with

i 175x70 tyres on Dunlop 51/2 J that | had and what a
: mistake that was. For an imperceptible improvement in

handling the ride became quite appaling. The increased
backwards and forwards under acceleration and braking,

leading to it jumping out of gear and ultimately the !

unsprung mass gave a very choppy ride, which if anything
reduced handling on bumpy surfaces, throwing the rear

i off-course.
Achilles heel on the gearbox and can be exasperated by
leaving/resting your hand on the gearlever and by aggres-
sive acceleration and breaking. Worn syncro on 2nd and

Mid 1999 and OSW was to try her hand at racing again,
as the Silver Bullet was still not finished, although the
engine was, and so was duly fitted to OSW. Unfortunately

it didn’t make it any further than the rolling road where
mastering the art of double-decluiching for several :

after the last power run, the engine let go due to a faulty

camshaft and that was the end of the ‘99 season !

After years of enjoying exceptional handting, far better
than any standard Spitfire, as a result of a very tired rear
spring that gave consid-
erable negative camber
and a very low ride
height, the top leaf finally
broke. | was left with
| about 1 inch ground
clearance and a very, very
stow drive home. A new
spring was fitted and the
car was transformed - for
the worse !! Ride height
was doubled at the rear
and  the  infamous
‘jacking’ and ‘tuck under’
that | had never encoun-
tered with the old spring
could now be induced

TR ~ when cornering at the
minium is what’s left speeds | had been used

5
¥

of a spoiler added for stability - its absence was noticed! to. However | wasn't
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overly concerned as | new that OSW sadly did not have :
i this coupling is directly in the line of fire of engine oil

long to go.

| think that the new spring was a contributing factor to
OSW, (and me) nearly being well and truly finished. A wet
road from the rain we had this Autumn and an unlit :
section of the M25, caught me aquaplaning without any
warning and span me across all 3 lanes of the motorway :
to end up facing the wrong on a bank at the side of the
hard shoulder. Miraculously there had been nothing close :
in the other lanes and the bank was soft and muddy to
cushion me rather than an Armco barrier, which would :
probably have bounced me back onto the motorway. The
soft bank also amazingly limited the damage to 0SWto a
broken headlight, number plate, spoiler and rear silencer,
such that | was able to drive home. The most difficult part :
was turning around to face the right way within the width |
more positive steering. Fig 11. The 2000 solid coupling is

of the hard shoulder !

That little incident was 2 weeks before OSW was taken
of the road in October when the MOT expired. She had
served me faultlessly and had provided me with cheap
and reliable motoring despite being used and abused :
with the very minimum of maintenance. From reading the
above it may appear that OSW was not reliabile but :
remember she was a high mileage, every day car, doing
what a modern car would do, having already served 20 :
years and 13 previous owners ! Even then the majority of
the failures were probably due to my lack of servicing and
she has really only come to an end due to the rust rather
mechanical reliability. Over the 4 years and 98,500 | have
used her, | would say that there has really only been 2
weak areas, the ignition system and the gearbox. If the i
ignition is not well maintained then start ability, perfor-
mance and economy quickly fall away whereas the *

gearbox has a number of weak compo-
nents that cause problems. Above all
else she, the Spitfire, is a car that |
enjoy driving, giving a pleasure and
satisfaction that somehow is not quite
matched by other cars.

Long Live the Spitfire !

Finally, a couple of points carried
over from last month’s article on front
suspension regarding the steering rack
coupling. The standard coupling incor-
porates rubber bushes which provide
sufficient compliance to take up any
misalignment between the steering
column and steering rack pinion, as
well as reducing the transmission of

Fig 11. The “Solid” Triumph 2000/2500 Saloon Steering
-.coupling is shown here on the right

vibrations up the steering column. Unfortunately for us,

flung out by a leaking timing cover seal!! It doesn’t then
take long for the oil to eat/perish the rubber bushes
(especially on modern replacements where the rubber is
very poor quality) and cause considerable play in the
steering. To try and prevent this (rather than replace the
timing cover seal, | wrapped the coupling in heavy duly
polythene, held in place by 2 cable ties, As an aside, this
steering rack coupling is also used on the old Lotus Elan,
and several years ago | bought one from a Lotus supplier,
it being cheaper and better quality than from a Triumph
dealer!!! Recently there has been mention of replacing
the standard, compliant coupling with a solid, universal
joint coupling from a Triumph 2000/2500 Saloon to
eliminate this problem of oil contamination and provide

effectively a ‘hook joint’, and as such it operated at an
angle will exhibit a variation in torque as it is rotated - i.e.
the steering would feel tight/loose/tight /loose as the
steering wheel is turned. However if 2 hook joints (Uds)
are used together as on the 2000 steering column (and
prop shafts etc.) this torque variation can be eliminated.
Fitting a single 2000 solid coupling to the Spitfire steering
column is possible, since the coupling would operate
more or less straight and hence not exhibit any torgue
variation. It is also possible to slightly rotate the steering
rack in its mounts to minimise any misalignment between
steering column and rack pinion. If fitting such a
coupling, check it doesn’t foul the suspension turret and
be aware that steering column vibration is likely to be
more noticeable, especially if you have already fitted
aluminium rack mounts.
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P RES TI GE WorLp RenowneD For QuALITY, PREcIsIoN FiT AND ATTENTION To ORIGINAL DETAIL

_CAR HOODS & INTERIOR TRIM

g a new soft top. Standards in qua
ardard of fit vary enormously between different suppliers. As
be assured that Prestige Hoods are the finest available. ~ Massive
. Full details &
Prices include VAT - H/Duty  Superior brochure availabl

Vinyl Vinyl Duck Stayfast ~ Mohair

Spitfire Mk.I to Mk.III fr. £89.95 £108.95 £157.95 £187.95 £239.95
pitfire Mk.I1l & Mk.IV zip fr. £93.95 £118.95 £172.95 £202.95
d / Vitesse fr. £88.95 £108.95 £172.95 £202.95
£68.95 £89.50 £104.95 £124.95
£53.95 £67.95 £88.95

SUPERIOR Oﬂﬂ'llry CARPETS
Whole Interior with leathercloth bound edges
Available in Original De-luxe Pile or 100% Waol Pile, Prestige Carpet Sefs
represent the finest quality available.
Original 009
include VAT Quality Pile ~ Wool Pile
£84.95 £184.95
ngclour Sche:’; Spitfire Boot fr.  £23.95 £75.95
e, Gt Nt 4 erald / Vitesse fr. £69.95  £149.95
rey and Portland Gre Ja £105.95 £244.95
P ; Black Autumn Lz}asc’ oéz; Jiacing Green Naty Blue,
5,, ? 00% U4
£316.30 0“’”"’ 10% oOff ,S2und Deadening when
£426.11 (-] purchased with rpel Set
: WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER |3

£51 6 10 Head Sales Office, United Kingdom:

Seat Covers onl Tel: (0151) 643 9555 Fax: (0151) 643 9634
y 3 gyl Germany 0130 81 42 90 Bite spechen sie Englisch
e i set fr. - [ et Prices subject to change without nolice.Carriage extra.
- , , ' .

For Triumph Parts & Accessories

PARTS

CVLogy,

Free catalogues available for 5
Triumph Spitfire MkIV & 1500 and TriumphTune ‘
Accessories Brochure
Call 0800 281182 to order your FREE copy.

Approx 6” - 7" long

SM100

£16.99
inc VAT

These superb NEW Models are now available from TSSC Regalia.
Available in 3 colours - Racing Green - White & Black. These are
only available in LHD format but are by far the best quality and
size model around. Should you wish to personalise your model,
don’t forget we stock aerosols of ALL SPITFIRE
K Triumph Colours!

Our TriumphTune Performance Manual
includes GT6, Herald & Vitesse

moss-europe.co.uk

TEL: 0161 480 6402

TEL: 020 8867 2020 TEL: 01274 735 537 TEL: 01325 281 343 TEL: 0117 923 2523
FAX: 0161 429 0349

FAX: 020 8867 2030 FAX: 01274 735 595 FAX: 01325 485 563 FAX: 0117 942 8236
Freefone: 0500 479 299 Freefone: 0800 919 971 Freefone: 0800 590 990 Freefone: 0800 919 668 Freefone: 0800 919 764

e. mall Cluboffers@aol com




[} ] ]
*Qr 10510 Racing Services
Unit 9 Pipewell Road Indusirial Estate K
Desborough, Kettering, Northants. NN14 28N,

£2.95

RAC keeps you

=] Tel / Fax: 01536 763199 Mobil: 07801 06705 A Conp Rt
Sz T/ Fax: 01536 763799 Mobile: 07801 067055 . s oa
E e - mal mark@jigsaw-raciﬁg.lfreeserve.co.uk Sourcef o I n th e d rl VI n g Se at
Crr
Technical Artiles
M%f k’ Jo afld Alex would Past & Present Triumph Sports Six Club
like to wish all of our EW members can save up to 15%
customers a Very Merry 2000 on RAC MISREID
Christmas and a ol Undaied §
Happy New year! Lo
We stock Body Tubs to Trunnion Kits, a full range of parts ate m OW| mwg] Ei D dl [D D B

carried at our wotkshop and stores. From MOT work to a ORDERS HOTLINE FAX HOTLINE

Z 01858 434424 601858 469693

e.mail: Cluboffers@aol.com

Full Setvice o just some help, call Mark

Orrice 01592 722999
PArTs Depot & Fax
01592 722666

131 JAMPHLARS ROAD
CARDENDEN FIFE

CHIC DOIG[==2

EURDCARD
ATCH

Masterearel
A<

CLASSIC

dlscount op|

Join how

0800 716 976

DO w6 o A=

Offer also available to existing RAC Members - call 08705 722 72

SPORTSCARS

CoNTACT THE EXPERTS
ScoTLAND 'S LARGEST
MG & TRIUNMPH
DEALER

FASTT MIAIL ORDIER SERVICE

From A BoLT TO A BODYSHELL
NEwW OR SECONDHAND

WE WILL TRY TO HELP YOU

WHATEVER THE CAR TYPE

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels.
Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at the time of publication.
Full membership details in RAC Terms of Membership.



ALL DASHBOARDS ARE MADE TO ORIGINAL SPECIFICATION AN ARE A STRAIGHT SWAP FOR YOUR ORIGINAL

Original & Burr Walnut Dashbaards
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DHIGINAL FINISH

BURR WALNUT

S DBOOTA............ Spitfire MK IV ............. £145.00
DBO02A ........Spitfire 1500 early .......... £145.00
| DBOO3A.......... Spitfire 1500 late............ £145.00
DBOO4A ............ Spitfire Mklll................. £54.95

.............. Spitfire Mk IV .............£120.00
DBOO2 .......... Spitfire 1500 early............ £120.00
....Spitfire 1500 late ........... £120.00

.................. Spitfire MklIl..................£52.95

DB005A
DB006A
DBOO7A

ORIGINAL FINISH
DBOTT................. Herald 1200 .............. £170.00
DBo12 ... Herald 13/60 .............. £170.00

BURR WALNUT

DBO11A ................... 1200 .................. £185.00
DBO12A ................... 13/60................. £185.00
Herald 13/60 version, complete with switch
panel and glovebox.

Her 1200, complete with glove box and ash tray panel.

ORIGINAL FINISH
DBOOS ................... Vit 1600.................. £170.00
Vit Mk
DBO10 ... Vit Mkll

Vit 1600/Mk! version, complete with glove box and ash tray panel.

BURR WALNUT

Vit Mkil version, complete with switch panel & glovebox.

ORDERS HOTLINE

01858 434424

FAX HOTLINE

01858 469693 www.tssc.uk.com |

r’ Cappings

ORIGINAL FINISH
_ BDCOT ...... Spitfire/GT6 Pair ...

£105.00
BDCO2 ....Herald/Vitesse Pair ..£115.00

BURR WALNUT

\, BDCO1A ....Spitfire/GT6 Pair......£110.00

Rear cappings available, please ring for details. ~ BDCO2A ..Herald/Vitesse Pair....£120.00

Burr Walnut Console Panels

HANDCRAFTED IN ENGLAND BY EX- ROLLS ROYCE FITTER.
To complement our range of Spitfire/GT6 dashboards and cappings,
we are now able to supply matching console panels in Burr walnut and original finish.
Easy D.I.Y. fitting, no modifications required.

SMALL ORDER

N

Burr walnut panel with cut-out
to suit modern radio cage.

Burr walnut panel with 3-gauge
cut-outs to suit 52mm
Smiths gauges.

PLEASE NOTE:- Due to differences in each piece of veneer, all finishes
on the range of dashboards will vary. It is advisable to include cappings
and console panels when ordering your dashboard to ensure a good match.

See page 26 TSSC Catalogue
for the new range of gauges

‘ u- W | =) available. Ideal forupgrad-

R Z; ) | ing the lookof your Club car.
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The Blue Spvder

By David Parry

Some time back in 1992,

I happened to see the prototype
of the Type 48 at a kit car

show in Bristol.

s Alan Hooper, who designed the : |
car, was so enthusiastic about its
potential, and | was equally enthusi-
astic about its shape, | convinced
myself that this was what | wanted to build. :
What | did not realise at the time was that | was
committing myself to a six year project that has

been gfeat‘fun, somewhattime : others along the way, not least : possible. The car was completed in .1998 after
consuming and very rewarding Don Sigournay, who did a vast nearly seven hundred hours work.
from a driver/ constructors : amount of engineering and Based on a radically altered Mk IV Spitfire

point of view. It has involved helped make the project © chassis, with an extra 312 mm in the front rails,

= TR
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these cars on the road, and each one is

convince you that it has “been around for ages”.

The car is sprayed the French Racing Blue
used by Gordini, Talbot and others in the 1930s
and is in homage to Juan Fangio who drove for
Ferrari with such success. Power is about 120
bhp, and top speed is calculated at 128 mph

(honestly officer).
Fitted with a two litre TR7 engine and gearbox,

it replicates the capacity and gearing of the
earlier Italian racer and gives the driver plenty of

poke and concentrates the attention when on

the move. Others who have fitted Fiat 2 litres, or
straight six Triumph engines have all had the
problem of how best to fit a quart in a pint pot,
but each has solved that problem with equally

stunning results. Redesigned engine mounts,
56

the sourcing of period, or similar parts was only
part of the whole saga. There are quite a few of
part of the brainstorming that :
different. The design of the body, based on the

Tipo 166 Spyder Corsa, racing machine by Enzo

Ferrari, which campaigned with success in the
Mille Miglia in 1948 and 1949, has the authentic
appearance of a vehicle of that age. and the fact
that this one it has been on the road for the past
three years, (well used patina) helps to

i goes into te fron end. What
seating, which instruments,
how do you get a Ferrari wind-

screen, takeyou hrogh th
middle section. Which differ- :
what wheels,

filter, which
lights, are all

relocated oil

radiator, what usual concerns: that crop up

ential, what once you make the decision

-

colour, all contribute to the

not to simply re-body a standard Spitfire,
although to be fair to Alan’s original design, the
kit, as supplied, will enable you to do just that.

The one-piece GRP body, now marketed by
Rob Askew, telephone: 020 8656 076 or on
mobile: 07956 456 936, is a beautifully strong
construction, with bonnet and boot lid supplied,
and all extras to fit body to chassis, Mudguards,
a basic grill and floor pans with replacement
outriggers are included. The body kit is now
priced at £1950.00, and a complete car will cost
you about £6000.00 + to construct, depending
on engine choice, etc.

This beastie differs from the standard kit in
that the bonnet was glassed onto the front of
the body shell, and re-cut to give a much longer
look. It also enables you to get at the radiator,
fan and oil-cooler set up. Leather upholstery,
with a matching rolled edge to the cockpit, give
the look and feel of a truly professional build.

The noise is wonderful, the throaty roar of the
car under acceleration, the bark of the exhaust
as you ‘back off’ the power, all convinces you
that you're driving something from the begin-
nings of the post-war era. From the smiles and
waves of others as you drive around, I'm sure
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they think so too. When |
you park, allow an addi-
tional fifteen minutes to |
your proposed stay, as
you will have to deal with |
a barrage of questions |
and much admiration.
Insurance is very &
cheap. Footman James,
through  the  TSSC &
special rates, charges
me under a. hundred
pounds for a fully comp.
policy. With that sort of |
outlay it beats a family |
saloon, and yes, you can [
get the shopping in the
boot.
0K, who wants it? As
the owner and builder of

Stunning looks and practical
100 - yes you can get the
shopping in the Boot!

this unusual machine, | would like
to sell to finance the next project,
(rebuilding an XK140 engined 401
Bristol). The TSSC have valued
the Spyder, for insurance
purposes, at  £8000, so
somewhere near that figure will
guarantee a sale. Taxed until the
end of December. There is still
time to demonstrate its ability
before Christmas, and Santa
Claus still allows big boys to buy
their own toys, if they're really,
really good.

| can be contacted on 01598-
740-147  or also on e-mail:
davidp@oakford. freeserve. co. uk
‘E‘J Have a very happy Christmas.
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b
Gastrol
- % valvemaster

§ plus

plus Octane Boost

7PaP\
£1.95
N 4

Gastrol Valvemaster Plus Octane Boost
250ml @ £9.99 treats 250 litres (4p per litre treated)
Includes an Octane boost, raising the rating of 95 octane
unleaded fuel to 97 octane
Gastrol Valvemaster
250ml @ £5.99 treats 250 litres (2.5p per litre treated)
Use with either unleaded 95 octane or
Super unleaded 97 octane.

THE BEST PROTECTION AFTER
LEAD FOR YOUR TRIUMPH

With the final demise of 97 octane leaded four star petrol this
year onwards, you will not only be changing the petrol that you
use, but you will also need to protect your Triumph’s engine
from premature wear. The lead in petrol plays two major roles,
firstly preventing valve seat recession and secondly the lead
provides an octane boost to achieve the correct pinking. With
concerns regarding the efficacy of Lead Replacement Petrol
(LRP), in particular its lack of a British Standard and the petrol
companies’ small print warning, regarding unsuitability for
sustained motorway use, owners are rightly opting to use 95
octane unleaded petrol and add Castrols’ Valvemaster Plus, a
phosphorus based lead replacement additive containing an
octane booster that boosts the octane rating up to the desired
97 level necessary for correct running of our models.

Castrol Valvemaster Plus, in addition to being the most
effective additive, is also the most cost effective, showing a
cost-saving of up to 4p per litre. Independent tests have shown
that phosphorus provides the best protection after lead, hence
Castrol has chosen this formulation for its Valvemaster range.
Both Castrol Valvemaster and Castrol Valvemaster plus Octane
Boost are endorsed by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs. Valvemaster Plus Octane Boost at only £9.99 and Castrol
Valvemaster at £5.99 both treat 250 litres of unleaded petrol
and provide significant cost-savings against using the ques-
tionable L.R.P. and lesser known brand additives.

MEMBERS OFFER - 6 for the price of 5
6 Valvemaster Plus ... £49.95 GITA
6 Valvemaster ......... £29.95 3' 9

www.tssc.uk.com

Castrol Valvemaster Plus was shown to offer the
highest protection against Valve Seat Recession (&
of all the products tested by the Federation of
British Historic Vehicle Clubs.

ORDERS HOTLINE




his is what | have

month. HAR 669G
is average condition
; Spitfire, nothing fancy. It's
been in our family for many,
many years now.

It lives outside all year round
but only really gets used in the
summer months.

Driving it every day has been
a lot of fun but it has not been

an

Triumphtune exhaust system
cracked up. This had been

section rusted away. A single

Well, this idea did not work
very well so now a whole
different idea could be put into
practice: A Herald stainless
steel rear box found itself fitted
to the Spit. With an old transit
van flexible downpipe to join it
all together, the noise level has
fallen dramatically. | even tried
to reduce it even further by
welding a length of gas barrel
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without incident. Firstly, the : 0 -
something could be heard rattling inside. This turned out to be a
broken bulb which must have been in there years and now
modified some years ago when
the original twin tailpipe Y-

A few days later the clock stopped working. Instead of a radio

and Ori mal Whlte Hood which was a

decided to make its presence known.
Where we live our drive is very steep so any car parking on it

must have a good handbrake. Now the Spitfire has a very good
tailpipe was installed to try and |
keep the noise level down.

handbrake but it would not hold the car on the drive. The reason
for this being that the armrest fitted over the handbrake from a
tater Spitfire would not let me pull it up the one extra notch. So
this had to be moved further back. Problem solved. | have also
found that if | reverse the Spitfire up the drive the gearbox will
leak oil from around the input shaft, finding its way out of the
small hole in the bottom of the bellhousing - you know the one
that | mean, the small hole that should have a split pin fitted to it.

One thing | do like having is an interior light. Later Spitfires have
been blessed with these small but crucial items, map reading
lights have even been fitted to fate 1500s but for us early Spitfires,
nothing. HAR 669G’s wooden dashboard had a large hole drilled
in it at some stage in its life for the fitment of a ciggarette lighter

This had been removed and a Triumph badge had been pushed :

into the hole. Now this was in a perfect place for an interior light.

The light in question being a rear numberplate light from a

Triumph 1300 MkIV
Spitfire etc. This being
the right size for the
hole. Burglar alarm
switches fitted to both
A-posts for the earth
leads. For the bulb, a
fused wire taken from
the live from the clock
finished the project in
about two hours with
lots of chatting to the
SKY Digital installer -
what make of decoder do you have? We have a Grundig which
has given us no trouble at all.

The driver’s door started to close as good as it used to. Upon

examination wear could be seen in the top hinge . A new one

came from our stores. This should be a nice simple job but the
counter-sunk screen which holds the hinge to the door would
not move so had to be drilled out. We also took a look at the
check link as this was not keeping the door open; this turned out
to be a broken spring finger so a new one found its way into the
car. Now it stays open with a loud clunk even in our steep drive.

ry Shiny with

an it be Done?

By Brett Dennis

into the tailpipe, this really did make it sound like a Morris Minor
but performance took a nose-dive so it did not stay fitted for long.

Can you use a Mkill Spitfire for :
everyday transport? we have three dials fitted instead. You could never hear the radio
i because of the Triumphtune exhaust system. The three dials
consist of clock, amps and oil pressure. With the clock removed,
been finding out : 7 i

over the last i

Also, one night, coming home from work the

wipers decided to give up the ghost. Luckily for
me the rain had just stopped. The next day they

started to work again after running over a
small pot-hole in the road. When we had
a look at the motor, that seemed fine and
the wiring got a good check-up. So next
we pulled the long coiled wire (which is
called a cross-head and rack) from its
tube which runs to the wiper wheel
boxes. When measured against another
one, it was a couple of inches shorter. So
upon fitting the secondhand item, the

sport Enamel 383 - Heat up
Paint, use no thinners but watch for runs

i broken section fell out of the end of the tube
under the dashboard. Problem solved. Anybody
{ else had a cross-head and rack snap?

So, can you use an early Spitfire as everday

transport? The answer is yes but you need to be
prepared for problems and a loft-full of spares
can be very useful. At the moment the speedo
sometimes has a fit of making a loud ticking
noise and the needle jumping in rhythm. Now
where’s that loft ladder?
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Suspension Desion

that is functionally to scale, we can
see the important geometrical com-
ponents. The view looking down
shows the differential, spring,
trailing link, vertical link and two tire

By Lance Smith

lan Goodfellow related his ; pension locating points have been altered from the original
unusual trouble with rear | design for the Gentry.

wheel camber change in his
Herald based Gentry kitcar
in the December 1999
Courier No. 234.

an states that he is now using larger
diameter wheels and tires with an adapter
plate of some sort. lan doesn’t mention in
his letter whether or not the Herald sus-

His letter rekindled my interest in suspension design, so | have

tried to figure out what was happening. There are several books
about suspension design that can provide a background for
analysing his problem. | use Len Terry, and Alan Baker's Racing
Car Design and Development, published by Robert Bentley, and
Paul Van Valkenburgh's Race Car Engineering & Mechanics
i published by Dodd, Mead, and Co.

| went to my 3D CAD computer system at work, in order to better

¢ understand the suspension design. Studying the 4 view drawing,

WVIEW 1
LOOKIMNG
DOWIN

N
2 13
VIEW 3 N
RE4V.DRW LOOKIING \
BACHK \R
e
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sizes, stock 13" and 15” diameter.
The view looking outboard shows
the same components with the
smaller wheel partly shown at top
and bottom of travel. The view
looking back shows the axle, and
illustrates again the motion of the
wheel. . In the isometric view, view

VIEW 8 S
7, we are able to see alt the compo STOCK //
nents clearly. The small circles GEOMETRY /

represent pivot points. Alternative
locations for the front end of the
trailing arm, discussed later, are
also shown.

The four lines converging at the tire

N

W R

to ground contact point are the three orthogonal : with the forward end of the trailing link, line 0-U.
forces of weight, forward traction and lateral traction

acting on the wheel. The resultant force, the vector

sum of the three orthogonal forces is also shown.
These forces, acting at a single outside rear wheel, are

1/4 car weight vertical, 1/4 car weight (1/2 g accelera-
tion) forward, and 1/8 car weight (1/4 g acceleration)

lateral, as might occur when just starting forward in a
turn at low speed

similar to a semi trailing arm design such as is used

triangle 0-V-U, is formed by the trailing link and the

By viewing the system straight down this pivot axis, line O-
U, one can evaluate the turning moments, that will affect

wheel movement. The view 8 iflustrates the rear suspension
system and its important kinematic links. By changing the
drawn to scale 1o illustrate a hypothetical condition of wheel/tire size it is shown how the suspension reaction to a
traction force can result in an opposite moment about the
semi-trailing arm axis. The tire contact patch resists forces
in three axes, a vertical weight and inertia force, a forward
acceleration or deceleration, and a lateral force from turning.
The operation of a Herald rear swing arm suspension
is not as simple or as obvious as it might seem. It is force. The resultant force in forward traction and lateral
forces on an outside wheel put the semi-trailing arm in com-
on TR-4As, TR6s or Stags, without the obvious semi-

trailing arm component. The virtual semi-trailing arm,

These three forces may be combined into one resultant

pression. If this compressive resultant force line of action
goes “under center” in relation to the pivot axis, unusual

{ motions can result. Ordinarily the resultant forces line of
half shaft. The pivot axis of the semi-trailing arm is
formed by the line connecting the half shaft U-joint :

action tends to rotate the wheel up into the body. In some
extreme cases of modified geometry the opposite can
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go “under center”, and not return,
since it has become unstable.
The larger diameter wheel/tire
and adapter has moved the
contact patch and line of action of
the resultant force so that an
“under center” condition exists
when a forward tractive or lateral
force is applied. lan doesn’t
mention trouble when he is
turning, but the diagram illus-
trates that a lateral force will also
cause the same tuck under.
The question is now: what can be
done to correct this situation and
still retain the desired appearance
of the taller wheel/tire combina-
tion? There are, perhaps, several
less desirable choices that might
work. Adding ballast weight to the
i back will ensure that there is never a pivot axis moment in the
wrong direction. Driving with very low accelerations might work
also. But these aren't really solutions.
i Inits original fore and aft location and orientation the trailing link
is positioned well to react traction forces of acceleration and

VIEW 9
FWD END TRLNG LNK
12 IN FWD

happen, where the wheel will be moved down
away from the body. It may even be possible
for very high traction forces to produce this
same effect with a very light low ¢g car. :

We know this tuck under can happen with our
unmodified cars in severe turns,
aspecially if combined with very
hard braking.

In the example in view 8, the
larger tire’s resultant force has not
gone “under center” in the given
force example, but the line of
action passes closer to the axis
than it does the original design.
When the line of action of the
resultant force goes “under
center”, in relation to the pivot
axis, it is unstable, that is there is
not a restoring moment to resist
the motion. | think this is what is
happening to lan’s car. Any little
motion caused by acceleration or a
response to a bump in the road
may cause the resultant force to
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VIEW 10 N
FWD END TRLNG LINK
4 IN DOWN

braking. The half shaft in the same manner does its partto !
¢ into a more ordinary lower A arm, as is used on many
¢ more conventional suspension designs. in this orienta-

react lateral forces in a turn.
The geometry of the suspension may also be altered in

order to remove this tuck under effect during forward
acceleration more sensibly. The key geometry which must
be adjusted is the virtual semi-trailing arm pivot axis. As
forces, adding load to U-joints that may now be

one point on this axis is determined by the half shaft U-

joint, this can not be altered. Then the only alternative is
to move the forward point of the trailing link. Where to?
The forward location point may be moved forward, inboard
and braking will increase.

or down or some combination of the three, to improve the

resistance to tuck under. View 7 illustrates three alterna-

point I, then the virtual semi trailing arm is transformed

tion, shown in view 11, the loads on the trailing link and
half shaft will change significantly. The half shaft will
now be loaded axially by acceleration and braking

carrying more load than théy can accept for long life.
Since the trailing link is no longer aligned in a fore and

aft direction, the loads that it carries from acceleration

This last idea, of moving the forward mounting point of

tive positions for the forward
end of the trailing link; point F,
12 inches forward of the
original location; point D, 4
inches down; and point |,
12.5 inches inboard.

What if the forward mounting
point of the trailing arm were
moved straight forward from
the original position, point 0,
to another suitable mounting
position, point F?  View 9
illustrates this case where the
pivot axis would be altered to
be aligned more nearly in a
fore and aft direction. The
trailing link would need a
more pronounced jog in it to
avoid foiling the outrigger
frame components. A new

VIEW 11

FWD END TRLNG LNK e
INBD 12.5 IN

—

W 'R

forward mounting bracket and frame would be required.
¢ promising to me. Care should be taken in the design of
i the new trailing link and mounting. | imagine a rubber

The longer trailing link would need to be suitable stiffened
in order to resist buckling.

As well, the forward mounting point can be moved from
the original position, point O down to a lower position,
point D as shown in view 10. Care should be taken not to
than it had been in the original design. It will be longer,

move it so low that it might foul with the pavement on a

rough road. This angled trailing link would lead to greater
sufficiently resistant to buckling under the applied
loads. Provision shouid be provided for adjusting for
camber, and toe, using adjustable rod end links, or
other method.

toe changes that the original design as the wheel is moved
up and down.

If the forward mounting point of the trailing link is moved
from the original position, point O, inboard to a position,

the trailing link inboard, is the one that seems most

bushed forward end being used with the bush axis
aligned on a new pivot axis through the U-joint. The
trailing link will be loaded more heavily in compression

therefore it should be made of a cross section that is
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A Plea for Help!

Does anyone recognise this Alloy Wheel rim?

There is no makers name, the only information |

can find is, the size, which is 6J X 13GT, and the P.S. - Somehow | don’t think that the wrong side of the Pennines

{ qualifies as God's Own Country.
I need one for a Spare Wheel, so if anyone has :

any information, or indeed one for sale, please :

. Member Co-operation
- and Assistance

Ray Kelly 81/02038 :

Northampton recently | joined the Club, initially as a means of getting the best

selection on of vehicles for sale though the monthly Classified
Ads. This month | saw a suitable car, a 1980 Spitfire 1500, adver-
i tfised in the Bedford Area, however, | only then realised the logis-

Area Organiser |

i tical difficulties involved, since | stay in Dundee in Scotland. To

I would like to thank the club member who took  view the car a major journey would be involved and, in the end, the

the trouble to write in and express their appreci- :

ation for what was a cracking convoy run were facilities within the Club for having local inspections carried

through the Pennines in the sunshine. I have had i out and it was suggested that | call the local Organiser for

positive feedback from everyone who took part. | Bedford, Matthew Hollingsworth, who with his wife Mandie, look

Why people leave booking events to the last after this Area. If such a facility existed it was felt that they would

minute beggars belief, and for those who just i be best placed to know of it. Matthew could not have been more

Type, which is B 124.
ring me on 01604 630344.

Thanks

Support vour
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¢ turn up on the day | despair. All convoys have to be approved by
the local constabulary and our event was limited to 12 club cars.
It was extremely fortunate on the day that one of the pre-booked
cars was a Eurobox. This allowed us to fudge the rules by running
with a total of 13 vehicles. However had anyone else turned up
without pre-booking, then | would have had to turn them away.

This does not only apply in Lancashire, but anywhere else in the
UK. You the members decide who your AQ’s are. If you want your
AC to organise something different, talk to them, and offer assis-
tance if required. We will never please all the people all the time.
If the backroom whingers don't like this, either they can volunteer

¢ for the job from where they can plan what they wish, or they can
be quiet! Please remember that throughout the UK there are a
bunch of devoted, unpaid lunatics, like me doing their best for the
club. Remember that we are here to work on your behalf.

Go on, PLAY THE GAME, SUPPORT YOUR AQ,

John Kenyon
Lancashire Area Organiser.

It has always been my desire to own a Triumph Spitfire and

car may not be suitable. | enquired through the TSSC office if there

the end of the month, hopefully to drive it home.

May 1 just take this opportunity, through the
pages of The Courier, to thank Matthew for his
very generous co-operation. It was very much
appreciated. | also wish to thank the Club, without
which none of this would have been possible. |
Such co-operation and helpfulness between
members from such far-spaced areas, augers
very well for the future of the Club. It was
varying degree’s of success and would like to race something

certainly a Triumph (sic) for me. ¢

John Hovell :

XMAS TREES

Here is a Xmas tip for owners of cars with wire §

Dundee
i 467093. Thanks for your time.

helpful, personally offering to inspect the vehicle
for me and thereafter give me a telephone report
on its condition, thereby determining whether an
inspection visit would be worth while. As it ;
turned out, Matthew's comments were very
positive and given in an enthusiastic and
thorough manner. This was enough to convince
me that the car was what | was looking for, and |
have since offered to buy the car subject to a final
inspection. | have arranged to travel to Bedford at

- Vitesse Racing

wheels. Last year we bought a six foot Norway spruce and were
desperate to find a way to stand it up in our living room. After
fiddling with buckets, bricks etc., we had a brainwave. The
diameter of the base of the trunk was just thicker than the splines
on the wire wheel of my MkIl Spit. So, out with the spare wheel,
a little whittling and we had a stable, tidy and unobtrusive base
for our tree!

Merry Xmas to all other members,
Kate & Geoff Jones

Currently I'm considering racing a Triumph Vitesse in 2001 but
first of all | need to start with a car, and | would prefer to start
with an existing race car and modify it to suit my own specifica-
tion. Through the Club is there any existing Vitesses out there
that might be for sale?

I went to Donnigton Park on the 1st of October and noticed that
there was a Vitesse out on the track, does he want to sell it?

I have been racing on and off for the last 12 years or so with

that’s a little bit more unique! Can you offer any help or advice?
| can be contacted on 07771 553300 or alternatively 01772

Jon Warburton

TELANCOIILT(E A\ TP (O (e e

Then come and meet the TSSC
Racers at the TSSC Racing Christmas Dinneér

Saturday 9th December
The Three Swans Hotel, Market Harborough, Leics.
Dinner Tickets £25.50 - Dinner and Room £55
Smart Dress (a2 rare sight for some of our drivers !)

Contact 01252 377929 ASAP !!

LB WImAGL 2
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Complete Guide
to Herald/Vitesse

| Guide to Purchase
& DIY Restoration

Complete Guide to
Ori lity Spit/GT6

LI
= Spitfire

G106

Gk =4 L

-t

SIWVITIMYILHOd
NOSVINOHL T
NVDILSOD Iy

‘
John Thomason

£23.95

£16.95

Practical Classics Restoration Series
Full Restoration Her/Vit£16.95

tical
JIRssigs

Restoration Work Her....£8.95

Full Restoration Spit ..£76.95

Restoration Work Spit ..£8.95

Trlumph History

Triumph Cars Triumph Herald and
|| The Complete Story Vitesse Complete Story
|

The Complete Guide
to Spitfire/GT6

Spitfire/GT6

TRIUMPH

SPITFIRE
&

Collectors Guide

£16.95

LIFE AT
STANDARD TRIUMPH
£14.95

NOSsg0Y'd®

NOSg04'D

AINLYVIOVI T

| The Works Triumphs

Competition
preparation
manual

BRITISH
LEYLAND

Spitfire

NOSg0Y' D

Competition [[| g« A Guide
preparation [ % Vet to Racing
manual H Your
— m Spitfire
LEYLAND J.WOLFE

2 litre cars

£7.50

that it remains a good little runner for as long as
is possible.

A system for recording your
servicing and useful advice

Nervicing

By Mervyn Stoneman

Now we all need to ask ourselves if we wish to leave the main-
i tenance of our car to a garage. | personally have access to a very

i good facility and during the building of my Spitfire ‘Midnight' |

K, so you have bought that Spitfire
1500 (or other Club car); you have
perhaps rebuilt it, got it running well
or at the very least want to ensure

SERVICE HISTORY

Table One

Road Test Books

Road Test Reports

iluingh Viiase & Heral)
s, UERtE

$008 SaNvIIooHd
SM008 SaNnvYDIooyd

GT6...£14.95

Herald ..£9.95 Vitesse ..£9.95

www.tssc.uk.com 0

Road Test Reports Road Test Reports Rare Road Tests

1862-1880

$)008 SaANvDIooud
S$)008 SanvIDIooua

Her/Vit....

Spitfire ..£9.95 GT6 wviis £9.95 £9.95

ORDERS HOTLINE

1858 434424

FAX HOTLINE

01858 469693

Winter/Summer Service
Date Service/Maintenance/Repair Performed Completed by:
File reference:
Recorded milage:
Cost:
Winter/Summer Service
Date: Service/Maint /Repair Performed Completed by:
File reference:
Recorded Milage:
Cost:

have used it extensively to check and to rebuild all the major
components - | believe that they have done a good job but | do
hate (like the rest of us) paying those bills. But perhaps of a much
greater significance has been the growing enjoyment and satis-
faction of doing things for myself. This will continue and | am

determined expand my
skills over the coming
years.

Of almost as much fun
has been the growth of the
record of how the rebuild
was and is being achieved
‘Courier’ has given me a
great deal of information
over the last couple of
years but what has
gradually dawned on me is
that within its readership
is a vast storehouse of
knowledge.

Knowledge which | would
like to have access to and
if that might be harnessed
into a system, so much
the better.

| want Midnight to be a
car that is used Not every
day as general transport,
as | foresee that the fuller
reason aback of the
project will be that it will
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T

& Tech Tip

Table Two

Winter Service Record

Spitfire 1500 Coupé

Winter Service Schedule ”

Midnight - Index number XPJ 117T

" Completed at Miles.,

Operation Parts

£ 1d Notes v

Check for oil leaks

Renew engine oil filter

E | Engine:
I

>

3

Repew engine oil

4 | Clean carburettor air intake filter

3 | Top up car carburettor piston damper

6 | Checl/adjust carburettor idle settings

Clean fitel pump filter

7
8 | Checksadjust valve clearances
9

Check cooling/heater systems for leaks

10 | Checkitop up cooling system

11| Checkitop up of windscreen washers

12 | Check fan belt, adjust or renew

13 | Lubricate accelerator control linkages

Date completed: Total cost

Vv Indl that

ional tip(s) are

become an on-going hobby. | shall want to provide
schedule then | feel | should have the best of all worlds. Who
knows, should it works well perhaps we might convince the

When | tooked into Drivers Handbook and saw the
recommended six and twelve thousand mile services
schedules phrases such as ‘lubricate steering rack and

myself with records of what | do and this will of course
extend to the servicing.

pinion’ indicate a need but because | am not a
mechanic (as yet) it means very little of itself. For in

one who feels this way!
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experience out there, document it and link it to a servicing

Club to extend such a system to all of our Club cars.
So what | propose is this | have prepared from Drivers
Handbook a computer table which not only lists each of the

tasks as they appear but identifies each with a code, a place
to record notes and costs and also a column to identify the
terms of servicing to what does the steering rack and
pinion extend and with what should | lubricate it? |
know from reading The Courier that | am not the only

presence of a tech tip with regard to that operation. It should
be possible to place all of this data on a computer disk and
make it available to Club members either in that format or as

prepared hard copy, which might then be photocopied and

| managed to get a family member to buy me the
servicing video for the Spitfire for Christmas last, and
very informative it seems to me. But you see that too
has got me thinking: If | were able to draw on all that

provide each member with their own records.

From the folio which I purchased from the Club | have
prepared a brief service history sheet for my records. | per-
sonally foresee completing a more complete service each

" Technical Tips

: ’Eléct’rficalk .

Tahle Three

Section
reference

Detail and reference

of wire.
Courier#217; p.62

Courier #240; p.68

EL1 If the horn stops working check that the Earth Link Wire on the joint at the bottom of the
steering column is still in place. The rubber bushes in the joint insulate the steering column,
and the earth wire bridges this fo let the horn operate. Often the wire brakes or falls off
completely, and the horn will stop working. To cure, undo the pinch bolts and fir a new piece

If the hazard warning light will not work, and they have not been used for some time, it can
sometimes be caused by a dirty hazard switch. So before trying anything more drastic it is
worth just sitting and turning the switck on and off for five minutes. If you are lucky, slowly
but surely the lights will start to function aguain.

winter and a brief revisit of the process at least !
once during the summer months - so my will
record depict this and left and right hand pages
will be prepared against extended use (Table
assistance of the Club and Courier readership to gather together

One).

A more expansive record/check list of the
service process has been prepared from the
Drivers Handbook (Table Two) - you will be able
to see that | have amended the list to suit my
own requirements. For the presence of an elec-
i to the Club for their use.

tronic ignition kit will change things from the

standard and original service for instance. This
and similar changes might be achieved to per-
At the same time request the Editor of our magazine to request any

sonalise each Club car record sheet.

A tick in the extreme right hand column |
indicates the presence of a tech tip on an
attached tip sheet for that section. Where more
than one such tip exists then it will linked
beneath the operation task number. For i
instance any tips regarding Electrical will be

grouped on an attached Technical Tips Record beneath the code
‘ELY (Tables Two and Table Three).

As | wish to complete the process of preparing such a
Servicing/Tech Tip record for my 1500 Spitfire, but will need the

the wisdom of the membership to complete the task it is right that
the completed record is made available for the good of all via the
Club. To assist me in this endeavour is therefore to assist us all!
Equally for anyone who is prepared to complete a similar exercise
for other Club cars | am happy to forward the basic computer work

| intend to begin the process of researching the past Courier
magazines in my possession - | do not have all of them at present.

further tips anyone may have. Please remember that to the indi-
vidual a particular tip may be obvious and old hat but | am
prepared 1o bet that others will find it of benefit.
Please help. | look forward to completing this self appointed task.
Many thanks,
Mervyn Stoneman
T
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Here's another selection of your
questions and answers coming
from phone calls to me ... you
can call me on 01633 412377
(between 6pm and 7pm only)

or e-mail me at
carl@heinlein.freeserve.co.uk

&;‘“’

“l  have recent/y%

%
g

completed a restoration on a
1967 spitfire mk3 and | hope :
you can put me right with the

)

following queries. | am hoping

in the future to fit an unleaded
head to the engine but the car
is fitted with a Herald GE prefix |
engine. How can | tell if the

A

e

D )

cylinder head is spitfire or
herald 7 | also have a head

from spitfire FH recessed
block engine, wil this fit my GE
engine 7 If so which of the two
heads would it be best fo send
to be reconditioned. Also can
you advise me on what the
rear ride height should be, my
car seems quite low at the
back and the offside is about
Tcm lower than the nearside.
Thanks for a very interesting
and informative sectjon fo the
magazine. Thanks for any
advice.” .

Danny Stroud
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By Carl Heinlein

A.The biggest difference is that the Herald head has a lower
compression (8:1) than the Spitfire (9:1) but it also has slightly
smaller inlet valves, though | don’t suppose that this would make
a very noticeable difference. The depth of the combustion
chamber on the Spitfire is about 0.065” shallower (less volume =
higher compression) than the Heralds but | don’t know the
different numbers stamped on the heads.

The Spitfire IV valves from the FH engine should be the best
head: it has the higher compression and the largest valves fitted
to any of the Spitfires.

The correct ride height of your car isn't defined by the height of
the chassis off the ground, or any similar measurement, but by
the camber of the rear wheels:- the lower a swing-spring car sits,
the more negative the wheel camber will be. For a Mkl Spitfire,
the correct camber is 1.53° negative (x0.13°).

Q « “l hope you can help. | have a fairly serious problem with
the electrics on my 1978 Spitfire 1500. Last year it kept cutting
out for no apparent reason. | took it to my local Triumph spe-
cialist who took ages finding the problem and diagnosed it as
someone had spliced a lead into the ballast resistor wire (pre-
sumably for a radio) which was occasionally providing a bad
connection and cutting the supply to the coil. After a while |
noticed that the car would still run when the key was turned
from notch 2 to notch 1. I thought this was strange and asked my
Triumph specialist who took the line that if it works then don’t
worry about it. Having started to use the car again this year, |
was out tinkering, when | noticed smoke coming from under the
bonnet. The LT lead from the coil had melted, along with most of
the plastic parts of the condenser and points. The ignition key
was in and on notch one. | thought that the problem may lie in
the notch one problem | had noticed, and figure that it is rarely
on either notch one or the starter circuit, sa if | replaced the
parts and didn’t leave it on notch one it would be OK. On trying
to start the car following the fitment of new points etc. the LT
wire again melted. The only way to stop the melt down appears

g

to be to disconnect the battery. Simply removing the :
key from the ignition does not have the desired effect.
What could be the problem? Could it be a faulty
solenoid, which was replaced only last year when the
sometimes is because it depends on whether the contact

original problems started? Could it be that the wiring

is particularly bad and a re-wire is the only option? |

look forward to your reply.”

A' The problem is the spliced-in lead for your repair to the spliced-in connection point should see that OK.

radio. The idea of the ballast resistor is a good one The confusion has originally occurred because the ballast

because it generally helps starting. To explain, your car i resistor wire is also white/pink, but this connects with three

has a 6V coil. When the engine is running, the 12 or 13 i other white wires being fed by the white wire connection on

volts from the battery is fed through the ballast the back of the switch.
resistor wire and to the coil. The ballast resistor wire :
has roughly the same resistance as your coil and,
therefore, the coil only sees 6 volts across it terminals,
with a similar voltage drop of 6Y across the ballast
wire. The reason for doing this is so that you can

improve the ignition power at starting by putting the

full battery voltage of 12 volts across the 6V coil. This

full 12 volts, but when in position (2), it only sees 6

into the loom and saving the cost of the resistor.

Your problem started when someone spliced your

radio into the ballast resistance wire. Firstly, your radio

ignition switched 12V supply should go to terminal 1

brown wire feeding the ignition switch.

Techmcal

It sounds to me like you have a constant 12V connection
sliced into the ballast wire and this is constantly supplying
more than 6V 1o the coil. This will make it get hot and melt
the connections. | suspect the reason it only does it

breakers were open or closed when the engine came to rest.

i When the points are open, there is no current flowing

Neil Cassidy

through the coil.
As far as the ballast resistor wire is concerned, a good

Q « “I'have a problem with vibrations in my GT6 Mk Il
Convertible. The car begins to vibrate at 40 mph. From the
speed of 45 mph it becomes quiet again. From the speed of
70 mph it starts to vibrate again and the vibrations become

heavier and heavier with rising speed. The whole car
gives a much stronger spark than a normal 12V coil.

So, when your key is in position (3,), the coil sees the body, but it is not possible to localise it. | have a 2litre-GT6-

vibrates then and you can feel the vibrations with your

engine with o/d-gearbox and swing-spring rear-axle (late
volts. In position (1) or (0), it should see none.
Original 6V ballast systems used a separate ballast
resistor alongside the coil but then someone had the
bright idea of incorporating a length of resistance wire

GT6 Mklll-type). The vibrations are independent of the
enging-rpm’s (the car vibrates at the same speeds with or
without overdrive or in different gears). | tried to eliminate
the problem first by balancing the propshaft several times
from different companies. Then bought a new propshaft.
Then | tried different differentials and driveshafts at the

rear-axle. | bought a new gearbox with D-type-overdrive. |
would not have seen the full 12 volts and the current
taken by the radio would have changed the voltage at

the coil. You need to get the radio wired correctly, The ones. | balanced all the wheels with the wheels on the car.

changed the engine-, gearbox and differential - mounting -
rubbers. | changed the brake-discs and - drums to new

I balanced the crankshaft with flywheel and clutch. None
of the switch (the loose ended white/pink wire) and the
constant 12V feed, if your radio has a memory or a
clock, needs to be connected in parallel to the heavy :

of these efforts eliminate the problem - the vibrations
where still there at exactly the same speeds | mentioned
before. Then | sent the car to three different garages (two

i in Germany, one in Belgium) - but all of them failed also by
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trying to find a reason for the problem. Do you

have a good idea what the reason for the
i on the car (there is always likely to be a certain amount of
inbalance from them).

Ralf Neumann :

vibrations could be?
Thank you!”

Mklil with overdrive, 1969 vintage and owned
from new, now with 252,000 miles on the clock
and still on original engine/gearbox. There is a
vibration between 55 and 65 mph. | suspected
the U/Js so renewed all of them - no differ-
ence. | had the propeller shaft dynamically

and oil-seals replaced on both axle shafts and
as one shaft was slightly worn | renewed it.
The vibration is slightly less but still there. The
gearbox/overdrive unit which is making nasty
solve the problem? What else can | do in short
tions would be most welcome.

Kind regards”
Bryan Whitworth

A. I still think that, in both Ralf and Bryan’s
cases, that the vibration is the propshaft. If it
were my car | would try to pin-point the
problem by trial and error. Now in both your
cases you've swapped and changed parts to fix
the problem, but you have to have been warm

at least once!!

Try jacking the car up and putting axle stands
securely under the car. If you run the car on
stands, does it still do it? | suspect the answer
will be yes. Get an observer to observe for any
wheel buckling or other noticeable problems
BUT DO NOT GO UNDERNEATH THE CAR. If other and then noting when the least vibration is observed. At this
there’s nothing obvious, drastic action is position, you can then increase the effective balancing weight of
the clips by bringing them closer together (keeping the centre
rear halfshafts, just leaving the differential and point between them the same) or reduce it by moving them apart
the propshaft. Make sure that the handbrake (more opposite each other). Try both until the vibration is accept-

¢ able/gone. | always used to think of this fix as a bit of a botch-job

required. | would recommend removing both

cable and brake pipes are tied back, well out of
76

¢ harms way, and run the car again. For sure, the vibration will now

be different because you haven't got the weighty wheels spinning

Has the vibration gone completely? If it has, then it is one or both

of the driveshafts causing the problem. You can then refit just one
Qo “Can you help please. | have a Spitfire } side and diagnose which side is causing the vibe, trying with and
without the wheel, because a buckled hub could cause a balanced
wheel to shake. If the vibration, however, is still there, then it is the
propshaft or a buckled/damaged gearbox/differential flange. It
would now be a good idea to remave the propshaft and inspect the
flanges of both the propshaft and the gearbox/differential. On the
propshaft, check that the flange is dead flat. Very often, when the
balanced - no difference. | had the bearings i flanges are gripped in a vice to change the UJs, this bulges metal
up on the mating face. Lightly run a file of them to check for
fumps. On the gearbox and differential flanges, use a DTI with a
magnetic base and check for run-out while the flange is turned. 1t
only thing | havent replaced is the is time to put the propshaft back on, but first just run the car again
to confirm that the vibration has now gone. Now fit the propshaft,
noises in all but top gear. Could renewal of this i checking that the flanges engage nicely on the spigots of the

i gearbox and differential.
order to eliminate the vibration? Any sugges-

If the vibration is still there after refitting, | would try balancing the

propshaft using the 2 jubilee clip method. This cannot compensate
¢ for a worn sliding joint, broken straps (on strap driven props) or
worn UdJs, but it can help balance a good propshaft;

1.. Get two jubilee clips that fit nicely around the main
body of the propshaft

2.. Fit the clips around the propshaft, next to each other,
facing the same way, about 50mm in from the weld line for
the sliding joint at the differential end.

3.. Get the bodies of the clips at 90° to one another and
tighten both clips

4.. Mark the propshaft midway between the clips with a
(1) and then at equally spaced 90° intervals with (2), (3)
and (4) around the prop.

5.. Run the car. Is the vibration worse or better?

If worse move the clips to either side of (3).

Keep trying alternative positions, keeping the clips at 90° to each

SPECIALISTS IN RE-IMPORT OF CALIFORNIAN
ROT-FREE TRIUMPH AND MGs
EXAMPLE PRICES FOR A1 CONDITION SPITFIRE PARTS
[ALL PLUS VAT)

BoovskeLt (LHD} ExcLupes Doors anp Bootuip rrom  £500 - £950
Rigut Hanp Drive Conversion [MeTaworic onty) Inc, Pagrs  £175

CowpLete Bonner AssemaLy {Inc. Cowns, Irons Erc.]  £250 - £350
Doors £50 - £85
Bootup £50 - £85
CHassls £125-£195

SuGHTLY DamaceDp Panet-Work OFFERED AT DiscOUNT
CompLete VericLes ALso AvaiLasLe From As Lirrie As £1500

ALWAYS DISMANTLING BOTH UI AND ROT-FREE IMPORT VEHICLES FOR QUALITY
PARTS, CoLLECTION OR MalL ORbER SERVICE - CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED,

LIMITED NUMBER OF PROPERLY PREPARED VEHICLES OFFERED FOR SALE FROM
£2500 - £5000 E(THER RIGHT OR LEFT HAND DRIVE,

PLEASE CALL TO CHECK ON STOCK OR DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS.
SOME CHEAPER PROJECTS USUALLY AVAILABLE.

FuL WorksHop FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR RESTORATION, REPAIR, SERVICE
or MOT Work, No JoB T00 LARGE OR SMALL!! ESTIMATES GIVEN.
British \Waterways Yard,
Cavendish Bridge, Shardiow, Derby.

{2 miles off Jct. 24 - M1})°

I(FAX / Telephone: 01332 799298 )

shafts before so we should lock at it as fine-tuning!

concerting. The fluid level in the master cylinder was

suggestions 7 | look forward to your reply.”

Peter England

¢ fountain of knowledge required to understand a

A. You've damaged the front caliper seals by putting

WDA40 around them. Firstly, they do not need any lubrica- :

tion and , secondly, WD40 is a mineral-based oil and
the seals are specified to work in vegetable-based oils.
You need to rebuild your front calipers. You will find the
seals soft and swollen. Completely strip and clean, not
in petrol. Wipe out all the bores and the pistons with
Alcohol (you can buy a bottle of IPA (isoprpoy! alcohol)
from a chemist) or use 1.1.1.tetrachloroethanol (you
can buy it as brake cleaner from Halfords). Only
lubricate the seals and pistons, after you've completely
cleaned them, with brake fluid.......... and throw the oit
can and WD40 away next time.

Q = What is it with the rear wheel bearings on my
MKl Spitfire? | have just spent a very long and frus-
trating weekend trying to refurbish my rear drive-
shafts, universal joints, brakes et al and got well and
truly bogged down at the wheel bearing replacement
stage. Having removed the the shaft assembly
complete and dismantled the brake drums etc | found
it impossible to pull the hub off the shaft, allowing
access to the bearings. Yes, | did remove the central
nut {silly not to really), but No, | didn't use the Triumph
but | know that it has worked on so-called (balanced) prop- | hub extractor tool recommended in the Haynes
i manual. Mainly because they seem to be a bit like
rocking horse pooh!. | do, however, have access to an

Q = “l have a brake problem with a GT6 Il that has just

appeared out of the blue. Under braking the car weaves . arm puller of substantial girth. | applied so much force

from side to side - not violently but enough to be very dis- i 00 the puller that the square hub ‘plate’ (the bit with

the wheel studs on it) that it started to flex alarmingly.

extensive collection of tools at a car club and used a 3

down by 6mm and is now topped up to correct level. Fluid The central thread on the puller, some 5/8" in diameter,

is 2 years old. There does not appear to be any leaks started to be stripped. | felt this was a good time to

anywhere. | have put WD40 around front caliper piston ; StOPeww I'm not daft me ya know! As | use the car all

cylinders. | have greased the rear brake cylinders so they | vear round, | gave up and reassembled the whole

slide on the back plates - there does not appear to be any & thing ready for work on Monday. I get the distinct

leaks from them. The front discs do not appear warped @ feeling that I have missed something here. Can you

and are in good condition, | have run out of ideas of what : help? The Haynes refers to a “key”. In context, this

is causing this problem. | have not bled the brakes as the  could mean the key to a diagram mentioned in the

pedal is quite firm. | will keep an eye on the fluid level. same sentence (i.e remove, referring to the diagram

Have you come across this problem before? Have you any and pay special attention to the key), or is it a keyway

¢ (as in woodruff key) that has to be lined up somehow?

It could of course just be referring to the key to the

i typical Haynes manual . Many thanks

Nick Hunter
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A- Yes, the hubs are really hard to get off. You had A.Yes, you need a relay. Buy yourself a 4-terminal, 10

not done anything wrong but you will probably have amp relay from a motor factors. They sell them with a

bent the hub now. This would give you what looks like screw fixing on the top for mounting to vour car

a buckled wheel as you drive down the road. The i somewhere and with Lucar-blade type connections that

correct hub puller is a really solid affair. A number of make them easy to wire. You already have a 12V feed going

the Triumph Traders and the Club Shop sell them. They £ to your switch and this can now be used to operate the

are quite expensive, but that's because they're good | relay and the fan. See the attached wiring diagram

and you can always hire it out to local members after- i _ and now to the on-going saga of Sprint wheel fitment..

wards! ( Some Local Areas rent these out. Ed)

I'would buy a new hub and a puller. There is a keyway

cheaper than a new hub and, possibly, a new shaft.

Q. “I have an electric fan fitted to my Spitfire. It
uses a screw in type thermostat situated in the lower
radiator hose, as used on modern cars. It has been

Q. “l see the Courier discussion on Sprint wheels. |

on the shaft and hub but this is not what is stopping have several sets fitted with 185x60x13 Yokohama 509’

your hub coming off. If you can hear that the wheel | and A0S2r's also full and cut slicks, used for road, sprint

bearing is worn, | suspect that the needle bearing that | and hillclimb events in our Spit lil and Spit IV, Farly sprint

runs directly on the shaft will have also damaged the hubs had smaller wheelstuds, we use the later ones

shaft, In that case, a complete second-hand hub and i replacing the standard Spit studs, but apart from the

shaft would be a good bet. You could then rebuild this | thread all nuts are the same profile. The alloy ones used

in your own time and swap the whole rebuilt assembly on the road Spit 1V and steel on the competition Spit Iil, All
in a morning, rather than worrying if you are going to used without spacers with very minor mods, both have
run out of time. A good secondhand unit would also be | short early 1/2 shafts. Take an angle grinder to the outer lip
of the top front wishbones removing about 1/10” to clear
the inside wheel rim. Remove the rear radius arms and
bend ever so slightly to clear the inside tyre wall, a thicker
shim (1/8") under the front chassis mount makes up for the

i shorter effective length, the rear rubber/poly bush being

wired in with an over ride
switch. However one of
the thermostat terminal
plastic covers has melted.
Indicating lots of heat / I
current. Have you any
suggestions on why it is
doing this. The ther-
mostats do not last very
long before they stop
functioning. | am thinking
that a relay might help but
! am not sure on what type
to fit or how to fit it. Would
this reduce the current
flowing to the thermostat?
Many Thanks”

James Wykes

Existing Themostatic
Switch

Existing 12V feed

Electric Fan

A

New Relay
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flexible enough to accept the slight change in angle. All
suspension checked on racecar alignment jig and found
to be ok. Front camber is -1.5 deg on the racer and -1.0
deg on the road car, Rear camber is 0.0 deg on both cars.
We also have a 77 Sprint and the standard tyres
(176x70x13) will not clear the outer spit wheel arches,
front or back.

Peter Hill
..... thanks for that Peter.

Q. “I wonder, if you can help me, as my question is
not genuinely technical, but maybe you can forward this
e-mail to someone else. Anyway, here is my problem: My
Mk Il Spitfire has been undergoing a nut and bolt restora-
tion for 5 1/2 years now, and | hope it will be finished by
next summer. A couple of months ago, | did the respray
with a mate of mine. After wrapping the car into paper for
2 1/2 hours, we finally did the job. Having forgotten to
apply front-, rear- and side-flaps of paper, due to the time

Talking
Technical

those used by professional garages for paintjobs, to
remaove this spray without any significant success. Is
there another product on the market, which can
achieve a satisfying result without spending days of
hard rubbing and spoiling my health? Maybe even the
TSSC stores such a product. | would highly appreciate
a positive response, as the a.m. spray spoils the overall
impression of the restoration, at least to the one who
did all the work - me ! Best regards,”

Wolfgang Boentgen

pressure, a slight spray of primer and paint coyered the

bottom of the engine bay and the respective area under- :
neath the boot floor. | tried all sorts of thinners, even |

Exclusive

A. | am sorry, but when this has happened to me,
i the only way appears to be to polish the overspray off
using a fine grade of rubbing compound. This is OK
when it is on a large panel on the outside of the car, but
underneath, where there are corners and creases in the
panels, it is a lot harder. Perhaps a single coat of fop
coat locally applied on the problem areas is the easiest
¢ way to lose the problem? Anyone else got any recom-
! mendations?

That’s all for another month.

Have a good Christmas and see you next year!

Carl

DON HOODS

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE!

DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS -
WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

avy duty PYC, i
Everflex, Duck and Mohair

© BETTER YHAN ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT QUALITY

@ STITCHED AND WELDED FOR MAXIMUM LIFE vynide
@ WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE 4
® ALL FASTENERS & FITTINGS INCLUDED
RICE
R LEAFLET AND P!
Fo LIST CONTACT
Don Trimming ctalnttn m
ton Road, Birming!
e rel: 0121 373 1313
SOUTHERN SALES OFFICE

Tel: 01202 417000 Gerpon o L fen

-
24 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE — WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE |
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MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOCKED

" FROM NUTS AND BOLTS |
T0 BODY SHELLS

CALL NOw

Front lower valance 1200 O.E. .
Front lower valance 13/60 O.E .
Frant lower valance Vitesse O.E

Herald 13/60 front panel 812140
1200 front wings

13/60 front wings
Vitesse front wings
Front wing ‘D’ plate 70

Herald/Vitesse door skins 801338/9 .
Complete door shell (902256/7)

Sills BO3070/803077 .

Tread plate repair panel

Stainless steel tread plate finishers

ium:;
Front Fioor mounting bracket fr 607548
Front Floor mounting bracket rear 607549/50

Rear Floor mounting bracket 60765
8 post mounting bracket 703625
Boot side panel BO4611/2

948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance
1200/13/60 rear centre valance.

Rear quarter valances .

Inner front wheel arch, feft har\d/nght 903 075/6..
Rear Outer whee! arch, 80284/

Front wing arch repair panel

Rear wing arch repair panel

Bonnet corner moulding 706161/2

All chassis outriggers/side rail/ boot extension
Full white rubber bumper set

Rear overriders (703708/9) .

Wheel arch to bulkhead seat 704033
Bonnet catch (chrome) 60766

Door hinges 607824

Boot hinges.

R/H engine bay valance 1

Door to glass outer weather strip

£21.00 each
£14.00 each
.50 per pair

Hoods viny! inc. zip out window.
Hoods original ICI flame retardant .
Pedal rubbers 122289
Acceierator pedal bracket 147655
Set of 8 front suspension bushes (119451) .

Front Suspension Shim 122022

Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 12

Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 14

Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16°

Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16FPB

Recon exchange Caliper type 12

Recon exchange Caliper type 14

Recon exchange Caliper type 16F

Recon exchange Caliper type 16PB

Brake pads type 12

Brake pads type 14

Brake pads type 16P/16PB

Recon steering racks RHD

Track Rod Ends

Rear Shock Absorbers G

Front Shock Absorber

Herald Rear Leaf Spring 305945

Heraid recon exchange drive shaft assembly inc. shoes
Herald/Vitesse Non Rotoflex Driveshaft

Universal joint with grease nipple

Herald new alternative Distributor (exchange) .

Vitesse Deico Distributor Gap .

Iniet manifold banjo bolt (1as1 55)

Herald oil filter GFE 119/1

Herald O.E. Head Gasket

Set of 4 SparkPlugs 1200 and 12/50 .

Recon w/wiper motor

Vitesse 2 litre Q.H. Cluteh i
Clutch Slave cyiinder 13/6:

Vitease inner semlod baam light un
Boot catch 611225 .

Seat Belts (inertia type)

SPITFIRE Mkl & 11 & I

Spitfire Mkllt complete bonnet assembly
Nearside/offside front wings 907154/5 S03088/0
Lef/Right hand front outer wheelarch 203137/8 .
Lef/Right hand front inner wheelarch 706548/9 .
Left/Right bonnet hinge tubes B11679/811680 .
Spit Mkl side tamp mounting panel (910157/8) £45 each
Door skins £27.50
Battery bax 806707 £11.50
Rear valance lamp panel 569900 .£42.50 each
Spitfire Mkill bootlid steel 575787. £137.50
Dash top cover 706569 . . £27.50
Hard top rear screen 807499 . £60.00
Vinyl hood Mkl inc. zip window
Hood Mkl original ICH flame retardant inc.zip window. 130.00
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 .£20. 50 each
Rear lamp assembly 20
Track Rod Ends
Rear Leaf Spring 305894 .
Recon Brake Caliper type 12 .
Recon Brake Caliper type 14 . '£36.00 exchange
Original Head Gasket GEG314. £6.50
Distributor Cap
peedo cable GSD165 |
Front Valance Support Bracket 712567/8

-£60.00 each
.£37.50 each
.£35.00 each
.£25.00 each

217025 ..

Front wings 90
Front wheelarch outer L/H and R/H 909361/2.
Front wheelarch inner L/H and R/H 909797/8 .
Headlamp support panel assembly L/H and R/H 818871/2
Front quarter valances offside and nearside (815391/2)
Door skins
Nearside/offside sill 903097/8 N
Nearside/offside sill 903097/8 OF .

Sill end plate (front) 706422/3...
Stainless steel oversill kit..
Stainless steel tread-plate

inisher Triumph logo

Half floor L/H and R/H Deep Pressing ..........
“A" post lower panel filler L/H and R/H 706288/9
Bonnet hinge pivot box (RKC362/3)
Bonnet hinge tube R/H 911108 .
Rear wing LH/RH repro
Rear wing front repair pane)
Rear wing rear repair panel
Spitfire rear lamp panel (716182)
Rear valance 908970
Boot floor
Steel boot fid 911327
Bear inner/inner wheelarch, L/H and R/H 725563/4.
Rear outer wheelarch 909661/2 .
Windscreen aperture panel drip chal
Stainless steel oversill kit ...........
Hard top rear screen 819959/XKC3641
Hard top rear screen seal 911040,
Hard top seal roof/door glass 7161834
Front windscreen chrome insert kit
Door hinges 607824 .

Exterior door handie L/H and R/H black YKC2837/8
Window regulator L/H and R/H 91127172 ..........
Window regulator glazing channel L/H and R/H 706789/50.
Front outriggers 209398/9
Stainless steel treaa plate i
Oil pump TKG 1
Waterpump 21 SO 128
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774
Alr filter assembly including filters 217822
Qil fitters GFE 119/150
Heater valve 724021 .
Front wheel bearing kit GHK 1021

Front Wishbone bushes 1 12457 (set of 8).
Front shock absorbers GSA36.
Front suspension vertica) ok and nic
Front suspension top ball joint GSJ165 |
Stub axle UKCE97
Recon steering rack
Track Rod End ..
Steering joint 142140/FAM 1718
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719
Rear wheel bearing kit GHK 1029
Early/late rear drive shaft...
Recon Drive Shaft Assembly .
Rear shock absorbers GSA 385
Transverse rear suspension leaf spring 159640,
Recon Brake Caliper type 14 ........
Brake caliper offside/nearside 15913071 .

.£36.00 exchange
.£63.00 exchange

Brake disc 208715 .. £14.00
Caliper repair kit inc. piston £15.00
GIRLINGBrake master cylinder £45.00 each

Handbrake front cable 121766 . .50
Handbrake cable end fork (104749) £1.50 each
Rear wheel Brake Cylmder .7 Diameter . .50
Rear brake lever 123135 £5.00
Cluteh Kit 1500 QLH. ... £60.00
Clutch Stave Cylinder Gisy 103 . 35.00

New Distributor 150
Recon. Distributor g 500) RKC 638
Distributor cap M
Recon starter r‘notor
Recon w/wiper mator
Universal joint with grease nipple .
Dash top cover 815281 .
Seat covering set. Brown cloth houndstooth malerial.compiele ear set oF
Knee pad L/H and R/H 719381/719401
Carpet set Black .
Gearbox Tunnel Retaining Plate 608383 .
Wheel arch 1o bulkhead seal 613666

.£57.50 exchange
.£47.50 exchange

Inertia seatbelts with warning g
Inertia seatbelts fess warning light wire
Inertia seatbelt sensor type OF .
Inertia seatbeits less sensor OE

45.00 per pair
£40.00 per pair

Bonnet assembly Mkl .

Bonnet assembly Mkill 913766,

Nearside/offside front wing Mk il 908113/4
Nearside/offside front wing Mk 1 807154/6

B/H front overrider GT6 Mk | 710717

Petrol tank cover board (Mk 1 and 11) 710703
Boot floor carpet Mkt and 1f 810841

Main carpet early Mk |1t new tan 819813

Main carpet late Mklil new tan 822633

Main carpet Mk I black 822631 .

Quarter light seal front L/H 574098,

Rear quarter light seal L/H new tan Mkill 820613
Dash veneer set Mk (1] 820073.
Steering | lock 216449/ UKCZ715.

Seat Be

New crankshaﬁ 308034

Recon exchange water pump GWP261
Cluteh Kit Q. oo,

Front suspension vertical fink (209072)
Front shock absorbers

Track Rod Ends .

Rotoflex coupling 152273

Recon Brake Caliper type 188

Recon Brake Caliper type 16PB .
Rear brake shoos Mkt and 1 and MicHT otoftex,
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416
Delco Distributor Cap .

£55.00 exchange
5’750 ok
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PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extra.

Piease quote original part number if available. It will help us 1o help you.

3 range of overdrives built by y , POA,
Also complete range of coil suspension springs to fit all models £20.50

ALEL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.
T.D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.
STATION HILL, OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TEZ2 9JX.

TEL: 01952 619585/620434 FAX: 01952 610510.

THERE'S NEVER BEEN
A BETTER TVME TO
OWN A FRuGAL
CLASSIC €A .. o0
.
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CLuB HEADQUARTERS

The following services are available
from the Club headquarters.

TSSC MEMBERSHIP

£34.00 UK £36.00 EUROPE £40.00 OVERSEAS

;

£32.00 UK £36.00 EUROPE £40.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TSSC - Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

e-mail: tssc@tssc.uk.com
http: /www.tssc.uk.com

TSSC INSURANCE QUOTATIONS
FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
Tel: 0121 561 6262 Fax: 0121 559 0814

VALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

TSSC HANDBOOK

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228

TSSC LIBRARY

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

TSSC OFFERS

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

%

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

All magazine material must be received
BEFORE 10" of each month prior to the
month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try
and work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228
e-mail: courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk

%

TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF

Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228
82

TSSC Services & Officers

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own spe-
cific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following officers
is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or the TSSC in
the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.

TECHNICAL SECRETARY

Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone,
Gwent. NP18 2JR. Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)

HERALD 948/1200
Bill Davies, 28 The Pippin, Calne, Wiltshire. SN11 8JF.
Tel: 01249 815342. il: w.davi irgin.net

HERALD 1360

Derek Giles 7 Homefield Close, Winscombe,
Somerset. BS25 1JE. Tel:01934 842841

SPITFIRE Mk I/i1l/II1

Brett Dennis, 32, Clarks Close, Ware
Herts. SG12 0QH Tel: 07944 586275 or 01920 466823

SPITFIRE Mk IV/ 1500

John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,
Camberley, Surrey. GU16 6DS.

VITESSE 1600/ Mk I/ Il

Forwarding address: Mac Reynolds,

£ P
macfr com

GT6 Mkl I/ 11

Mike Scott, ‘Brambles’ 4, Blackberry lane, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7RB. Tel: 01983 293650

BOND
Guy Singleton, 31, Cadley, Marlborough, Wiltshire. SN8 4NE
Tel: 01672 514241

SPECIALS

Trevor Collett, 25A, Greenacres, Bookham, Surrey. KT23 3NG.
Tel: 01372 452292 il: trevor lett@virgin.net

AMPHICAR

David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd.,
Worcester. WR5 3RA. Tel: 01905 763192
TSSC MODIFIED
David Royle, Lydia Cottage, Parkend Road, Yorkley,
Forest of Dean, Glos. GL15 4TG. Tel: 01594 563411
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Léon Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 Fax: 0181 947 7659
e-mail: guyotleonf@aol.com
EQUIPMIENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 55 Milner bank., Otley,
West Yorkshire. LS21 3NE. Tel: 01943 465457

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936
CLUB ARCHIVIST
Dick Plumridge, 30 Cannons Lane, Tadworth, Surrey. KT20 6DP.
Tel: 01737 358337
INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND EVENT MANAGER —————
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422 e-mail: chrismills@btinternet.com
INTERNATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISERS
Sue Bagshaw, Sunnyside Farm, Deopham, Wymondham, Norfolk
NR18 9EA. Tel: 01953 850073
Angela McGowan, 4 Oak Vale,Grampound, Truro, Cornwall.
TR2 4QY. Tel: 01726 8838384
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
Vivien Thompson, lvy Cottage,5 Rectory Mews, Sprotborough,
Donaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. Tel: 01302 850740
SHOW CAR REGISTER
John Muggleton,
TSSC H.Q. Main Street, Lubenham, Leicestershire. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424
AREA LIAISON OFFICERS
Annis Green, 65 Sheffield Rd, Birdwell, Barnsley,
Sth Yorks. S70 5XF. Tel: 01226 745637
Vivien Thompson, lvy Cottage,5 Rectory Mews, Sprotborough,
Donaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. Tel: 01302 850740
COMPETITION SECRETARY

Jo Field, 69 Neuville Way, Springfields, Desborough,
Northants.NN14 2XT. Tel: 01536 763799

TSSC OFFERS, MAIN STREET, LUBENHAM, LEICESTERSHIRE LE16 9TF

The TSSC has
taken a big step
forward to ensure
the survival of the
Triumph marque well into
the year 2000 and beyond, by
securing a package for members that will
enable us to supply unleaded cylinder
heads and engines for your club car.

7P&P\

£20.00

b & Standard Heads
HERALD 1200 SPITFIRE MK1/2/3 BOND £205.00 inc VAT plus £60.00 surcharge
HERALD 13/60 SPITFIRE MK4/1500 £205.00 inc VAT plus £40.00 surcharge
VITESSE 1600/ Mk1 GT6 MK1 £375.00 inc VAT plus £120.00 surcharge
VITESSE Mk2 GT6 MK2/3 BOND £295.00 inc VAT plus £120.00 surcharge

All heads are fitted with hardened exhaust valve seat inserts, special quality valvgs,
new valve springs, and modified valve guides to increase lubrication and extend life.

Available for the cars below, polished and ported to stage 2
specification. Fitted with new valves, valve springs and
bronze valve guides, together with hardened valve seats to
enable running on either leaded or unleaded fuel. Giving a
noticeable improvement in power and free revving.

HERALD 1200 SPITFIRE MK1/2/3 BOND £385.00 inc VAT plus £60.00 surcharge
HERALD 13/60 SPITFIRE MK4/1500 £385.00 inc VAT plus £40.00 surcharge
VITESSE Mk2 GT6 MK2/3 BOND £575.00 inc VAT plus £120.00 surcharge

CARRIAGE PRICE INCLUDES COLLECTION OF OLD HEAD

BOTH TYPES OF HEAD ARE AVAILABLE ON AN EXCHANGE BASIS.SURCHARGES ARE LISTED NEXT TO EACH APPLICATION AND
ARE REFUNDABLE ON THE SUBSEQUENT RETURN OF YOUR OLD HEAD WHICH MUST BE SUITABLE FOR RECONDITIONING.
HEADS NOW IN STOCK AT TSSC HQ!!

Complete Rocker

Shaft Assemblies

RE-MANFACTURED TO THE HIGHEST OF STANDARDS
4 Cyl Cars £42.50 6 Cyl Cars £54.50 ’PaP)

Surcharge £15 Surcharge £25 {1“-95

ORDERS HOTLINE

01858 434424

FAX HOTLINE

01858 469693

www.tssc.uk.com




