izl

"When something proves its quality
over a period of time, it becomes a classic.

We give a classic parts service.

The best catalogues in the business. With knowledge-  This is the service we provide every working day of our
ahle people to help you when you phone. lives. To thousands of customers each week... all over
Vast parts holdings. Efficient systems of stock control. the world. And we've provided it for years.

Same-day despatch. If the hallmark of a classic is that its quality should stand
And the highest quality standards... consistent with our the test of time, we like to think we've created one.
role in British Motor Heritage. The classic parts service. For owners of classic cars.

‘ SEE OUR LISTINGS AD
OB INSIDE ON PAGE 72/73.

. BROSHERN g

Rimmer Bros, Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln LN4 2NA, England. ocTOBER 2900 £

Telephone: 01522 568000.  Fax: 01522 567600.
AS WELL AS HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE AND GT6, WE ALSO SUPPORT TR4/TR4A/TRS/TR250, TR6, TR7/8, STAG, 2000/2500/2.5P1, DOLOMITE (INC SPRINT) AND ROVER SD1.
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1'.5.5.0. Events Calendar

PLEASE SEND ALL EVENT INFORMATION TO ULASSIC CAI{ SIIOWS

TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS AT THE CLUB H.0.
(CLUB INVITED)

NATIONAL EVENTS
Contact Club H. Q. for more information FRIDAY/SUNDAY 13/14/15 OCTOBER 2000
THE ULSTER AUTOMOBILE CLUB

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RALLY

SUNDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2000
TRIUMPH SHOW AND SPARES DAY
SANDOWN PARK, SURREY. J10 - M25

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 4/5 NOVEMBER 2000
CLUB STAND
THE INTERNATIONAL CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW.
NEC BIRMINGHAM

|

REGIONAL EVENTS

SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER 2000
NEWBURY AREA CLUB STAND AT THE
TRIUMPH WORLD PICNIC
AT BEALE PARK
NR PANGBOURNE

PLEASE SEND ALL EVENT INFORMATION
FO NEXT YEARS EVENTS AS SOON AS YOU
CAN FOR THE 2001 EVENTS CALENDARTO

TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS AT THE CLUB H.Q.

CARS WANTED

e are currently looking for cars to

feature on the Club stand at The

International Classic Motor Show on
November 4th & 5th and also for the Triumph
Show and Spares Day at Sandown Park, Surrey
on Sunday 26th November. So if you would like to
have your car on stand please ring

John Muggleton 01858 434424

Agenda for Autumn

distant thought, go on, what

September, only problem, no fuel to enjoy the

s it by magic - summer seems a :

¢ Uomment

by Bill Sunderland

judgement on current fuel pos-

i sibilities. | still maintain with
summer?! Well, here in the UK we :
are now having our summer in mid-

the costs involved, ultimately
as when you are trying to sell

your car, it is unleaded cars
car. Slight exaggeration but without the gold

that people wish to own and as

i November. This show has the
reputation of being all Club’s
indoor show as it is very
friendly with plenty to see.
Then as we get into the end of
i November, we

have the

The sight that greeted most of us this September - LRP Next?

Triumph  Show and
Spares Day at Sandown
Park in Surrey on 26th
November.  Primarily
this is a spares day and
has proved very popular
within ~ the  Triumph
movement. Details on
both  these events
appear in this magazine.

The Club has just
started a new year in
reference to our
finances, the year 2000
has  been  another

stuff, no one will go anywhere. | noted :
comments last month in Carl's ‘Talking Technical”

re. fuel, there are so many different opinions and

with most of our worldwide
membership, Triumphs now

¢ run on the green stuff.
options that as per a telephone call with an
owner of a Spitfire converted to unleaded, “Can |
use LRP as there is no unleaded available?” The
answer is yes, you can as we do not use catalytic
converters in the UK. The debate will run on and
| can only give a view but with recent rumors
from Europe that after two years, LRP is to be
withdrawn from sale, history will make a

Qctober is a relatively quiet
month with few shows to
attend; November with the
darker evenings promises to
give members two weekends:
Firstly the International Classic
Motor Show at the NEC,
Birmingham on 4th and 5th

difficult one. It begs the

: question: Are we really using
Club cars enough? | suspect
not. Of course, if we dont
break them, we won't need
spares; if demand for spares
diminishes, remanufacture will
not take place.
Motorcycle Club uses the
{ phrase, ‘Use them or lose
them’ - it is worth thinking on
! that one.

The Ariel




Standard Triumph !
European Rally

As visitors to the last two events will know,
STER is based around a chalet/camping holiday
park environment with lots things to do both car
and non-car orienfated; a weekend away for all
the family. Those enthusiasts who have attended
STER in the past will appreciate the high quality
of services and accommodation offered by the
previous venue. The STER Team felt that it was
time to bring the event to the UK in 2001, so that
even more enthusiasts could enjoy the event.
Although we felt that finding a suitable venue
would be difficult, we didn’t realise just how
difficult it would be.

Britain is a land of holiday camps. With a short
list of over 100 camps as a starting point, just
over a third were contacted and around 20
visited. The first thing that we found was that the
quality of holiday camps in Britain cannot be
compared with holiday camps in the rest of
Europe. Eventually one camp, with chalets, was
found that might have worked, although it had
no camping on site.

After protracted negotiations with this holiday
camp, which included changing the event dates, .
it became clear that we would not be able to offer
enthusiasts a STER that was of the same high
quality at a similar low cost and so negotiations
6

Your monthly round up of all
News of a Triumph nature

were abandoned.
One day events and venues were discussed and considered, but

this would not have been a STER. So, after much thought, the

STER Team concluded that they were reluctant to make the com-
promises that appeared to be required and so sadly it has been
decided that STER UK in 2001 will now not go ahead.

Discussions and negotiations are currently taking place to hold
STER in May 2003 near Jabbeke, Belgium in conjunction with the
TR Register Jabbeke Highway Trial Organisers.

The STER Team apologise to Standard and Triumph enthusiasts
and hope that they understand our position. We look forward to
meeting you in Belgium in 2003.

Mike Crewes
STER MANAGER

2001 TSSC Technical
Article Directory

The Latest Totally updated Edition of The Technical Article

Directory is now available from TSSC HQ. What this is, is as full a
listing as we can manage of all technical articles, tips, buying
guides and profiles that have been published within TSSC publica-
tions since July 1980 up to June 2000, covering both ‘The Courier’

and ‘Turning Circle’ magazines. Articles are principally listed by

¢ car model and technical topic subsections. A separate, wide
¢ ranging Technical section serves to cover references to non model

specific articles and also as a cross reference to model specific

! articles. To order Call Caine on 01858 434424 - Price £2.95

UCTOBER = OPEN AS USUAL

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

SATURDAY - 7" 9AM - 4PM
SATURDAY - 21" 9AM - 4PM

NOVEMBER - open as usuat

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

SATURDAY - 4% 9AM - 4PM
SATURDAY - 18™ 9AM - 4PM

Advance Orders for
Triumph Show + Spares Day

Sandown Park Surrey 26th November
The International Classic Motor Show

Discount

Birmingham NEC 4th /5th November

Advance Orders for Collection at these shows are now heing
taken. Ring 01858 434424 or Fax 01858 469693 to order.

Save £££s by Ordering Early

Members placing advance orders
and making payment in advance will
automatically receive a 5% Discount

on their order




The first 10 Correct entries
to the Editor win a
Pair of Tickets

8

MOTOR SHO\N

4 =9 November 2000
NEC Rirmingham

10 PAIES OF ENTRY TICKETS
~—TO EE WON

The TSSC has a Stand at the
show and we have
10 pairs of Free Entry Tickets
to be won

How to Enter

Can you identify what
connection Sir Stirling Moss
had with the Triumph Factory

Competition Dept?

The Connection is

............................................................................................

My TSSC Membership No. is : ..... /

Entries should then be posted to
‘TSSC CLASSIC COMP’

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
s CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS OCTORER 10TH 2000

What exactly is an
MoT Certificate?

he MOT test evolved in

condition of vehicles used on the

public road and was introduced by the
then Ministry of Transport. It only included
vehicles that were ten years old or more and
covered only a few lights. Since then the test has

gradually included more and more items until it

has reached the stage that it is today. It is

currently administered by Vehicle Inspectorate
(V1) who are the road enforcement agency within

the Department of the Environment, Transport
and Regions (still commonly called the Ministry

of Transport). An MOT certificate (VT20) is a cer-

tificate issued once a year to say that a particular
vehicle is roadworthy and in good condition for
the rest of the year, right. No! A VT20 is nothing

more than a piece of paper to say that this

vehicle has met the minimum road worthiness
requirements at least one time in the past year.
What this actually means is that the vehicle met
those requirements during the test (a job that

can take anything from 20 minutes to 1 hour),

the test but be illegal by the time the car has been
driven home.

ticular routine to ensure that nothing testable is

missed. This involves testing items inside the
car, outside the car, in the engine compartment,
and underneath the car. Whilst underneath the |
car the tester will jack up the front and rear

wheels and carry out further checks. An

assistant will also be used during particular

checks. Any person who carries out an MOT test

must have had at least 4 years experience in the
motor trade and have relevant trade qualifica- :

Cop

by Mike

1960 in order to combat the dwindling

tions before being eligible to
i attend a two day qualifying
¢ course. They must then satisfy

¢ stand the correct standards of
i testing by answering a variety
: of questions and carrying out

observation.

A common misconception is
that after passing a test a car
¢ will have everything working.

i testable items will be tested., It
isfollows then that a car not
requiring a rear fog famp will
not have that lamp tested even
if it is fitted. However, other
items may be checked even if

i example, hazard lights and
¢ side repeaters are only

first used on or after April 1st

and must work. Corrosion is

i another area of contention to a
¢ lot of people. What the tester :
The test involves one person (with the aid of an
assistant) checking a number of specific items
that are required by law to be fitted and working
according to the vehicle’s year of manufacture.
Hence what may be required on one car may not
be needed on another. Testers will follow a par-

will look for is the structural
condition of the car. For cars
with a monocoque construc-

i but for cars with a separate
i chassis the bodywork will
barely come into the test.

The validity of aVT20 is 1 year i leniclati
but a newly issued VT20 can on Road Traffic legistation why
have its expiry date extended :
¢ by up to 1 calendar month if ;
the current VT20 is still valid to
¢ within 1 month, and produced :
when the vehicle is tested. !
Once issued it cannot be taken

Crewes

away, even if the vehicle is

: subsequently presented to
: i another garage for a second
i Vi that they know and under-

opinion and then failed. On the

i other hand, though, if your
¢ vehicle receives a road worthi-
i ness prohibition from the
a mock test under very close

police or Vehicle Inspectorate,

i the prohibition will only be
i cleared by having your car
i submitted for and passing a
i new MOT test.

As I've already said, only @

The continual monitoring of

testing standards is paramount
i to ensure a safe and consistent
i testing scheme. If you have
i been issued with a VT20 or
i VT30 (fail sheet) for a vehicle
! that you feel did not justify its
not originally required. For i

issue, then you should contact

£ your local VI office. This must
i be done within 1 month of
required to be fitted to vehicles :

issue for mechanical defects or

i 3 months for corrosion. The
1986 but if they are fitted to a !
vehicle first used before this :
i date then they will be tested :
e.g. a set of tyres with minimal tread may pass

number can be found in the
local phone book.
The full operation of the MOT

scheme is quite involved and
¢ lengthy and as such this has

only been a brief outline of the

i MOT test. If you have any
i questions relating to the MOT
i scheme you can e-mail me at
tion (no separate chassis) this :
will involve a lot of body panels

Davebw@globalnet.co.uk
My thanks to Dave for this

: article, 1 think it explains a
i great deal.

If you have a query, or topic

not write to:
Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor
Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire
SL5 8EN (replies require an
SAE), or email:
MikeCrewes@StandardTriumph.co
9




I thought I'd take the opportu-
nity this month to show you a :
few of my own photos.

always return from
Club events with a
number of films to be
developed, this year
being no exception. All of
these photos were taken at
the TSSC International
Weekend at Stafford back in
July. There is a subtle link
between all of the cars
pictured, though this will

only be apparent to their

owners.
IVRs

| have received several

completed IVR forms with

IVR received.

Having now looked after the
garly Herald Register for a
whole year, | thought it was
about time | published a few

Statlord

By Bill Davies

questions regarding feedback :
on the IVR project. Each?
member who sends me their
vehicle’s details and includes
an SAE receives information
on how to trace the history of
their particular vehicle and, in ;
most cases, some notes on
detail changes made to their
model during it's production
life. It's not really that straight- |
forward to give an explicit
answer to where any individual
car fits into the numbers of
recorded survivors, as this
data changes with each new |

selected statistics from the
information | have received so
far. Before presenting this
information, | ought to give a
little explanation of how I've
broken down the figures.

| have chosen to divide the
cars into 5 Groups, namely
948cc cars, 1200s on the Mk1
chassis, 1200s on the Mk2
chassis, 12/50s and export
1200s. Later export Heralds
(Mk2 chassis) were given the
unique prefix GB, whereas the
earlier models shared the
same GA designation as the
home market cars. For this
reason | have not included the
earlier cars in this category, as
it is impossible to determine
the market in which a car was

S

sold from it's commission number. i
Some [VRs have provided details of Heralds that '
are known to have been destroyed in the past. |
have not included these cars in my figures as

¢ there are instances where they would distort the recorded earliest
and latest survivors of a type.
That gives us a fotal of 190 Heralds. While this represents what
I'm sure is quite a small proportion of our surviving Heralds, | am

Number Recorded

Earliest Recorded

Latest Recorded

948 Coupe 12 Y128 Y 16165
948 Saloon 11 G 6751 G 59706
948 Twin-Carb Saloon 2 GY 906 GY 8106
948 Convertible 2 Y 16170 CV Y 21771 CV
948 S 1 G 61211 SP G 61211 SP
1200 Mk1 Coupe 12 GA 3250 CP GA 78437 CP
1200 Mk1 Saloon 15 GA 13461 DL GA 78012 DL
1200 Mk1 Convertible 3 GA 661 CV GA 21943 CV
1200 Mk1 Estate 3 GA 16387 SC GA 66215 SC
Mk1 Courier Van 3 GA 48965 V GA 68898 V
1200 Mk2 Coupe 5 GA 83324 CP GA 157201 CP
1200 Mk2 Saleon 63 GA 81642 DL GA 249869 DL
1200 Mk2 Convertible 31 GA 147774 CV GA 232384 CV
1200 Mk2 Estate 4 GA 132274 SC GA 225637 SC
Mk2 Courier Van 0 - —
12/50 19 GD 10442 RS GD 55269 RS
1200 Export 4 GB 48134 CV GB 60475 LDL




& CRosswAYs GARAGE

LobboN RoAD
RAIUMPH

DITCHINGHAM

RVICE S NRBUNGAY NoORFoOLK

NR35 2QY
TEL: 01986 895387 FAX: 01986 / 896860

david@angserv.demon.co.uk -http://www:angserv.demon.co.uk

| SPECIALIST FOR

SPITFIRE, GTé, VITESSE AND HERALD
REPAIRS - RESTORATION - PARTS

* OFFER % SPECIAL OFFER * SPECIAL OFFER* SPECIAL %
GENUINE REAR WINGs SPITFIRE - MKIV/1500 Anp GT6 MKIII (RH ONLY) £95.00
GENUINE FRONT WiNGs - SPITFIRE MKIV/1500 ano GT6 MKIII £36.00

3 VI N 2 G W ey 2
population of Courier VVans, mostly in the hands of enthusiasts, however we can
now positively identify only 3. | have been pleased with the response from Herald
948 owners, though | find it hard to believe that the earliest surviving 948 Saloon
is my own G6751. During the mid 1980s G8 was reported to be in the hands of
Angus Hart, at that time a TSSC member. Is Mr Hart still a member? What
happened to G8, or for that matter any of the other early Saloons?
Finally.

So have you figured out the link between this month’s photographs? As the
subject has been IVRs, | thought I'd include some cars for which I've not yet
received any details! The four cars pictured are just a handful of those | pho-
tographed at Stafford which | couldn’t tie into the IVR project, a shame as they are
all very tidy examples.

particularly impressed with the :
number of Coupes recorded.
With each batch of IVRs ;
forwarded to me from Club HQ
there seems to be at least one
for a Coupe. :

Lost Cars :
One thing noticeable from the
IVRs received so far is the
number of Heralds previously
known which have disappeared.
There had been a substantial

SERVICES : ENGINE RECONDITIONING - SERVICING - TUNING - RESPRAYS
CAR SALES - TRANSPORTATION - CAR FINDING SERVICE - TRIMMING
ELECTRICS - CLUTCH FITTING - IN FAcT You NaME IT WE Do IT!

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD

We have the largest stock of used Spitfire/GT6 parts

anywhere in the country, so why not buy where the

trade buys AT TRADE PRICES. We guarantee if you

can buy cheaper from any other trader, then please
let us know and we will refund the difference.

We have been in busines for 23 years and can supply anything from a wheelnut to a chassis

Bonnets all models from .........ccccceeiiiiiies eiviiiieiecciieeeciiees £50.00 Headlight cowl!, MklIV, 1500, GT6 MKIII...... SPECIAL............ £10.00

Front suspension units complete including wishbones vertical Anti-roll bar £5.00
link,stub axle,hub, disc, trunnion etc. only £28.00 Hood bags, original, all models ...........ccccccevinnnnne £25.00
Driveshafts, Spitfire Mkl,-lll,early Mk IV Radiators from .... £20.00
RIS oM ossussvosseammmmomsusmonsoss Petrol tanks .......ccvciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e £35.00
ENGINes froMissiramivvivma Petrol pumps, from ... £5.00
Gearboxes from .... Petrol tank GT6 Mk I-llI, from ... £35.00

Gearbox tunnel cover, original .
Brake master cylinder
Clutch master cylinder
Slave cylinder from .......

Wood dash sets, complete from .....................
Shock absorbers, all models.........oeveeiiiiiiinninnnns
Hard tops, all models from
Wire Wheels, per set from

NEW PARTS AVAILABLE

Boot racks, polished alloy, woodslat type, only £35.00
Front Corner Valences MkIV/ 1500, GT6 Mk IIl each £24.00
Soft Tops good quality, made to original design with rear zip

Callipers .....ccccoveveneene
Spoilers MklV, 1500, GT6 MKkl ..
Doors all models with glass, han
Bootlids, all models from ......
Distributors, all models from ......
Water Pumps, all models ..
Fans from............ .
Carbs per pair, from ......cccccoevveiinne
Manifolds inlet and outlet, from .
Dials and gauges from ........
Dash Tops all models
Grille MkIV, 1500, GT6 MKIII............

Steering Wheels, from
Wheels all modelsonly .........ccccecviieeiiiieiieiiiieceiinns
Wheel trims, MkIV/1500, Black or Silver, each....

window, grain finish steel poppers £79.00
Always a selection of cars for sale or rebuild, We also stock various Herald and Vitesse parts

Starter motors from ...
Alternator ..........coccoeeiiiinnn

Wiring looms, complete with fuse box.
Dash support bracket, from................
Propshafts from............cccceeene

Hood frames from .......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiis
Steering rack........
Springs rear from
Wiper motors...... R
Bonnet side catch ..............
Headlight sealed beam

If the part you require is not listed here, please ring, | am
sure we will have it somewhere amongst our huge stock of
used parts. We can deliver next day if required and we
accept Access and Visa, or if you prefer to call in, we are just
10 minutes from Junction 11 off the M4, or 10 minutes
Junction 4A M3. PLEASE RING FIRST.

Finchamstead Berks RG40 4QT
TEL OR FAX: 0118 9732648

‘SPITBITZ’ THE ONLY NAME TO REMEMBER!

Vi, Lakeside Retreat Off New Mill Road
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.The Probl

By Derek Giles

¢ and, just as importantly, WHICH did you fit? A photo would
also help, please put pen to paper and pass on your know
Has anyone got any experi- :
ence of fitting Fog/Driving :
Lamps to our cars? |

i As our cars get older there are some parts that wear out or

his may seem a

simple task but as

the grille tilts

forward with the

/ bonnet it is not as easy as it first
seems. The older 1200 cars had a float chamber. Resulting in some fuel starvation, not always
fixed grille, so it was possible to
mount lamps either on the
valance or the grille without the
lamps having to move each time are stuck we may well try the carb and clean it out. Hey -
the bonnet was lifted. Not so on
our cars so this poses some :
problems if you want lighting.
Within the laws that govern the
use of such lights there are some
restrictions (due to the height the
tamps are fixed at) as to their use,
i.e. below a certain height they
can only be used in fog 0K if you
fit them below the valance. If
though they are wanted to sup-
plement the headlamps on main
beam (i.e. driving lamps) they i
must be above a certain height
and NOT used for FOG condi-
tions. This leaves only the grille to
fit them to. Hence the above ;
question. So come on all you
budding Night Driving experts
and let me know what you did :

how to us all:
HIDDEN PROBLEMS OF OLD AGE:

deteriorate that are easy to spot, and others that are not. One
of these hidden cases is the frequency that the carb seems to
get blocked with dirt/rust. This is due to the inside of the pipe
from the fuel pump to the carb rusting, (fuel does tend to
contain some water) this flakes off and ends up in the carb

noticed until the engine loses power or misfires, we then put
it down to some form of ignition fault and attack the distrib-
utor fitting new parts, only to find it is not much better. If we

normal running and all is forgotten.

I would recommended you to replace the fuel pipe with
COPPER, this won't rust and is easy to bend if you use the old
pipe as a guide. 1/4” pipe is still available as are the olives
(little copper ring) for the pump end.

If like me you like to save a few bob on all those jobs that
seem to cost a fortune, find your nearest caravan stockist and
buy 1m of their 1/4/6m copper gas pipe and a packet of olives
(they come in small bags of 415) my total cost was £2.20.

Remove the old steel pipe from the car and with a small
hacksaw cut off the old olive next to the nut at the pump end,
discard this but KEEP the TUBE NUT. Bend the new copper to
the approx. shape of the old pipe allowing enough extra at the
pump end for the olive and nut. Offer the pipe to the engine
and make any adjustments to the shape as required (don’t be
TOO violent with bending as the copper will harden if bent too
many times) use your thumbs for all bending take your time
and it will work. Don’t make the bends too sharp or you will
just kink the tube and not be able to use it. When you are sure
the pipe is correct fit the lump end nut and olive, insert the

ms of Old Age

: what we mean.

end into the pump and tighten the nut until the olive just collapses
to form a tight seal in the pump. Double check if you wish by
undoing the nut and inspecting the olive, make sure there is no
swarfe in the pipe ends by easing a drill into the open pipe and give
it a good blow through. At this stage you can if you wish put some
Hermatite/Jointing on the olive, refit it to the pump and do up the
nut. There you have it, a new copper petrol pipe from pump to
carb. Don't forget to clean out the carb float chamber JUST IN
CASE. Vitesse owners can also do this by using 5/16” copper and
olives also available from the same source.

If you are very ambitious the tank to pipe can also be changed
using the same pipe and fittings, but that’s another story.

Round Britain Reliability Run
As you read this Rob Newton-Allen and | will be into the LAST few
days of our preparation for the Club Triumph Round Britain
Reliability Run, 6th/8th October in which we HOPE to cover some
2000 mis in 48 hrs in 220 LPK Rob’s lovely Alpine Mauve and
White 948 Coupe.
As | have said before, we down in the West Country are mad and
if you never believed me in the past then | am sure you will
now. It will not be easy as we need to average some 44 mph
for the whole of the 48 hrs to complete the distance in the
allotted time, fine if we were in a TR or a 2000, but in a 948
it will be feat of real endurance. | only hope Rob’s feet don't -
smell too much and neither of us eat too many Curries the
night before. So as you settle down by your log fire with your
favourite book and glass of Malt whiskey spare us a thought
as we struggle to keep up the pace 2nd uphold the honour of
the TSSC in our quest to travel from London to John-O-
Groats then onto North Wales, down to darkest Lands and
finally to London again without mishap. Should you wish to
see us on the way | am sure we would welcome the sight of
fellow club members braving the weather and waving to us,
don't expect too many Hi-De-His though as we may well be
concentrating on the task at hand but rest assured it will be
noted and acknowledged in one way or another. Not all hand
signals are in the Highway Code, but we guess you will know

Route information will, | am sure, have been
published in all the classic car mags over the
past few weeks just in case you decide 1o offer

your support, so there should be NO EXCUSE
¢ for not finding somewhere near to your homes
fo get to, to witness us all doing our bit for

charity - over 80 cars are faking part so it will
be worth seeing if you can.

There will be a full report and pictures in a
later Courier (not on the scale of Zoom of
course) but as good as we can muster with a
BOX BROWNIE and pencil and bog paper, so
keep your eyes peeled.

Q) How do you get 2 fully grown men?
‘certified’ 10 p short of a shilling?

A) Camp at Shepton Mallet in February and
drive a 948 Coupe around Britain in October:

All the best and enjoy your Triumphs for many

¢ years to come.




Canley Classics

Incorporating - ]. Kipping Triumph Spares
421 Aldermans Green Road Coventry
{ Tel: 024 76645333 Fax: o024 76645030
Spitfire. GT6 Herald Vitesse Dolomite 1300/1500 TR s&6 2000/2.5

AVAILABLE NOw e’re NOT

GCD30I Rotoflex Coupling with Bolts £45
(We have just acquired all the remaining
stocks of the original quality item - so once .
these have gone, then?)
206685/6 Front Bottom Wishbone £38 our cmm m
132763/4 Rear Vertical Link £34
Full Range of Poly Bushes No Long List of Parts from us

Full Range of Braided Brake Hoses N ter Month - Just
We are now Koni Shock Absorber M 1)

Triumph’s Canley Assembly Hall

Agents. Please ring for prices. Quality Parts at the Keenest
The Largest Rebuilder of all Prices from the People who(
mechanical units, for the Best LWJ

C
Quality and the Keenest Prices. really Know Your Car

British Motor Heritage
Approved




The trio of cars featured this
month are all Type 48 Spyders -

a splendid sight.
0 me these cars
o represent  the
& epitome of fun
s
(@ motoring.

)

6). available for a prescription

.\
3
AN

T

fee from the NHS. Anyone
who really needed cheering
up should have to drive one
around every time the sun

down in the dumps could
just watch.

5 I think they should be§

came out, others only a little

Like

By Trevor Collett

The first Type 48 made its first
appearance in this very column
in August 1991. The car arose
from the fertile brain and
dextrous hands of one Alan
Hooper. | saw the car, and had
a short drive, at the South of
England Meet of May that year
and | thought it was brilliant -
so, apparently, did many
others after seeing it in the
Courier. Partly due to the

response he received from my
article Alan decided to make
some copies available and a
new kit car was born.

The Type 48 Spyder is built on
a lengthened Spitfire chassis
with looks loosely modelled on

! the Spitfire

i the 1948 Ferrari 166 Corsa
i Spyder. Alan developed the
i range over the years culminat-

ing in the Type 48 Warrior

which shared the same body
i as the Spyder but this sat atop
i a space frame chassis with

purpose built suspension and

serious Fiat twin cam power,
i not Triumph but very ltalian.

Production and marketing of
based car

transferred a couple of years
i ago to Rob Askew of D. G.
¢ Engineering, London.

The kit is designed to use as
much of the donor Spitfire as

Epossible‘ Since it uses the
i original Triumph chassis it

should be exempt from the
SVA regulations. You should
also be able 1o keep the Spitfire
registration number and the

road tax exemption if the
donor is pre 1873.

Got a Spit or GT6 beyond
sconomic repair? To get mare
details contact Rob at D. G.
Engineering, 9 Doyie Road,
South Norwood, London,
SE25 5JN. Or phone him on
020 8409 1083.

MOSS MOULDS
've warned you more than

once, you can’t deny it, | have
all the back issues. 1 said that if

you didn’t send me pictures of your cars you would just'get more of mine. 50, here
is another photo of my own Moss Malvern. Just in case any one does't know Il
tell you a bit about it. The car was built from a 13/60 saloon that | bought for £20
in August 1983. | stripped it down and refurbisied the chassis and mechanical bits

My Moss Malvern
. Again!

over the following months. in January 1984 { took a borrewed van up 1o boss Cars
in Shetffield 1o collect my Malvern kit, with fibre glass body finished in black gel
coat. The car was MOT'd in July that year. Since then we've clocked up over 65,000
miles together and are looking forward 10 many more, ah, sweel.

1 <o have a good excuse for feaiuring my Moss, OK, yes, 1 could have used
someone else’s Moss. Late breaking news from Pete Barfield, the secretary of the
Moss Owners Club, the club have completed negotiations with Dave Pegler, who
has run Moss Cars (Bath) Ltd for many years. The MOC are now the owners of the
moulds for the two seater Roadster, the two pius two Malvern and the eccentric
Monace. Pele will shortly anmounce details of how they will be providing replace-
ment panels. Anyone in dire need contact me and 1l pass you on.

This is good news for @il existing Moss owners. The cloud around this siver lining
is that, for the fime being ot least, Moss Kits are not available. Is this the end of a
fire British marque?
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10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4

Retall Motor
Industry

Federation

Specialists In Older | iele Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR @EPAHRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0208 - 994 - 3393

FAX: 0208 - 995 - 7599 www.chiswickcarcraft.co.uk

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don't hesitate

to call us for a quote or just advice on a problem of car servicing.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER

Eormearn FREE ESTIMATES
GIVEN FOR ALL WORK

ALWAY'S
A Selection of
Cars For Sale
and also
Cars Wanted

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR

NMODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.
HOODS SUPPLIED AND
FITTED. IN FACT ANY
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUVMIPH. RING US NOW
FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTONMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS
NMOUNTED.

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS
CHISWICK,-LONDON W4 1TIN
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Try our Website www.trgb.co.uk

You can download our price
disc of over 7,000 part No's.

/—-\

and our additional search
facility helps you find the
part you want.

If you do not have access
to the Web then give us a
call for a Free Price Disc

£

01487 842168

or Fax: 740274

EUROCARD

KR

@
V)
British Viotor

‘, 5 Heritage

SWITCH Approved

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS FULL RANGE OF TR2/3/4/5/6, SPITFIRE, GT6, HERALD AND VITESSE PARTS

CHEAPER QUALITY RELIABLE SPARES IN EAST ANGLIA

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Steering Column Bushes all cars except late 1500/GT6 £5.91

Front Wheel Bearing set (state model).............. £12.99
T-acl Rod end £6.99
Solid Rack Mount Kit. ... £17.56

STANPART Trunnion ...
Front Spring (standard OR uprated)..
Top ball joint (all models).......
Front Trunnion kit (all models) ..
Front vertical link (state model)..
Anti Roll Bar Links..............

£15.21

Steering Rack (exchange) .......
Front Wishbone Bush/Rear Tie Rod Bush

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)
Rear Leaf Spring (Spit MKIV/GTG MKIl) (High spec won't sag) £87.24
Rear Leaf Spring Spit 1500 (High spec won't sag)..£87.24
Rear Shock Absorber (state model) .. £16.39
Rear Trunnion Bush Kit (per side) ... . £4.64
Rear bearing kit (bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket) ...... £13.51
Universal Joint (new). £6.99

Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (Short)OE Spec £57.57
£57.57

Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (Long)OE Spec ..

ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION
214623 Inner Driveshaft
152273 Rotoflex Coupling
149051 Rear Hub ..
212867 Inner Flange.
214514 Quter Flange
Rear Bearing Kit ...
149769 or 149770 Wishbone
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertic:
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket .. £18.74
Complete Roto TrunnionBush Kit £28.14
GT6 Rotoflex Rear Spring SPECIAL OFFER ..£58.69

MECHANICAL
Engine Mountings (4 cylinder) .
Engine Mountings (6 cylinder) .
Oil Filter Spit/Herald High spec Wipac ..
Oil Filter 6 Cyl (Except GT6)
Oil fiter (GT6

£58.69
£14.04
£24.95
£41.12

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear Exhaust Boxes .... .
Spit MkIV/1500 Original Heritage Rear Wings ..

.. £42.24
£93.94
Spit MkIV/1500 Original Heritage Front Wings  £35.19

Leather and Alloy Steering Wheels inc Boss .... £46. 94
UNLEADED HEADS - Crack tested - Pressure
Tested - Bead Blasted - New Valves/Guides
Springs - with Hardened Seats - £193.87
Gearbox (fully reconditioned, exchange) ........ £229.00
Differential (full recon, exchange) ..
Decoke Sets from ...
Bottom End Sets (all) at
Fuel Pumps from

BRAKES
Servo Kit £169.00
Herald and Spitfire £34.95

Vitesse and GT6 ..
Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Her/Spit .

£5395

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Vit/GT6£64.56
Caliper Seal Kit Type 12 (early Spit/Her) . £8.16
Caliper Seal Kit Type 14 (late Spit/Her) . JE7.25
Caliper Seal Kit Type 16 P/PB (VI/GTS, state chassis no) £10.51
Caliper Pistons from ...... £10.51
Front Brake Pads (type 12 caliper)

Goodridge Stainless Hoses (Spitfire Set)
Front Brake Pads (other models) from
Brake Discs Herald/Spit ....
Brake Discs Vitesse/GT6 ..
Brake Shoes Spit/Herald
Brake Shoes Vit/GT6 ....
Brake Drums (all models) from ..
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from ...
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Herald/Spit)
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GT6) ..
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)

BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available.
Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us
for an honest opinion of what does and does not fit!
Remember we fit our own panels in our workshop!

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear wing excellent quality Still £82 19
Spit/GT6 Outer Sill (excellent fit)
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance (fibreglass) ..
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance Steel
Spit/GT6 Floor Pan.................
Spit/GT6 Door Skin (high quality) ..
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (high quality)
Spit/GT6 Boot Floor steel
Spit/1/2/3 Bootlid steel ..
Spit Mk [V/1500 Bootlid steel
Rear Valance (MkIV / 1500) ..
Rear Valance (Spit |, II, I1)
Front Outrigger (Spit/GT6) ..
Front Chassis Crossmember (Spi )
Chassis Outriggers (Her/Vit) (Heavy Duty) all
Front Chassis Cross Tube

with overrider brackets (heavy duty Her/Vit
Front Cross Tube Repair ends (Her/Vit)
Her/Vit Front Valence (F/Glass high quality
Her 13/60 LH Front Wing ..
Herald 13/60 RH Front Wing..
Herald/Vitesse Sills ........
Herald/Vitesse Front Wheelarch Lip Repair
Herald/Vitesse Doorskins (original pressing) .... £53.99
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (f/glass).. £15.22
Herald/Vitesse Rear Centre Valance (f/glass) .. £25.79
Herald/ /itesse Centre Valance Original Pressing £52.87

£28.14
£58.69
.. £169.00
.. £179.00
£35.19
£43.41
£18.74
£25.79
.. £16.39

Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (steel) .... £26.43

Herald/Vitesse Rear Arch Lip Repair ... £16.21
RADIATORS AND COOLING

Full Width High Cooling Spec (Spit) .......ccc...... £111.62

Standard Herald and Spitfire exchange ............ £76.37

4 row, High Spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
(no Kenlowe required) exchange
Kenlowe Fan Kit (for the power hungry) .
RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS
Windscreen Seal (Spit 1/2/3 GT6 1/2) .............. £15.21
Bright Trim Finisher (for Spit II/III/GTE /Il Her/Vit) £6.95

TRGB LTD Unit1, Sy

e Farm, |

Windscreen Seal (Spit IV/1500)
Pair of Bright Trims for (Spit 1V/1500 seal) .
Windscreen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Rear Screen Seal (Herald/Vitesse).
Door Seal Furflex (per side) from.
Outer Door Glass Seal (all cars).
Inner Door Glass Strip
Boot Seals from only...
‘T' Pedal Rubbers .....
Herald Rubber Bumper Set (6 parts) .........c......

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)
Herald all types (state year and engine size) .... £99.94
Vitesse all types (state year and model). . £140.95
Spitfire MK, 11 (without front pipe] £99.87
Spitfire MKIIl (full system) ...... . £111.56
Spitfire MkIV (complete system) . £115.09
Spitfire 1500 (complete system) .. . £129.19
Extractor Manifold (1500) .......ccoevereeerverrnninnns £159.00
Twin Pipe System for above manifold (also see below) .. £150.95
Adaptor pipe 1500 (fits standard D/pipe to twin system).... £17.56
1500 Spit downpipe for use with adaptor/twin system .. £35.19
MKIIIV downpipe (does not need adaptor) for twin system £29.37
GT6 Mk Il downpipe for twin system . ... £29.37
GT6 MKl (complete stainless system . £136.24
Big Bore Single Spit/GT6 Systems to use with our own

Sports Manifold . £135.06
GT6 Extractor Manifold . £269.00
HOODS AND TONNEAUS

Standard PVC Hoods, all at ..
Vynide Hoods, all at...
Tonneau Covers from
Double Duck Hoods from.
Mohair Hoods

LIGHTS,FITTINGS, INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS

Halogen conversion kit with bulbs (2 lights not Vitesse).. £24.95
Spitfire MkIll Grilles, Original, New! ................. £22.95

Wool mix Carpet Sets beautifull quality with
fully bound edges. Choice of colours

Spitfire Mkl - IV ..
Spitfire 1500 ..
Herald / Vitesse..
GT6 (state model)..
Spitfire Door Panels (pairs only).
Boot Mat Spitfire full size Hardura to OE Spec £23.44
Boot Mat Herald / Vitesse full size Hardura ......

Spitfire Spare Wheel Cover ..
Pre Cut Underfelt Kit..........
Gearbox Tunnels Fibreglass all at
Pair Sunvisors (passenger with Mirror);

SPITFIRE ROLL BARS
Standard Black Primer - £58.69 Padded - £117.50

DO YOU HAVE OUR LATEST

CATALOGUE? LISTING OVER 1500
PARTS!! - SENT ANYWHERE IN THE
WORLD FREE OF CHARGE!!

You must mention this advert

to obtain these prices.

Full workshop facilities at only
£25.00 an hour PLUS VAT
rial Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.
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Hi! ... Now this is a memory / ‘
test if ever there was one! /

Sabah, North Borneo for
the past two weeks... have

[H covered much ground (by bus
and boat) and achieved so !

much that New Zealand
with ifs cooler clime
(it's 35 degrees and
90%  humidity
here) seems an §
eternity  past. 4
even though it's
only two weeks...
so this register is .
mainly ino pun

intended) a NZ roundup... :
dedicated fo the Auckland :

New Zea

By Mac Revnolds

gathering {in  our
honour?!)... and
many ‘Triumph™ *
visits in one
day... it was a
visit/stay we
horoughly
| enjoyed right
'/ to the last
Triumph’...

# where on earth do
| start?...
Rightl... We started off the day by visiting
.. Kevin & Rosalind Baker

@ (Kevin is originally
from Cornwall and shares my birthday Dec
15th... it's a small world!)... as you will
.| see bythe photographs, they own a very
| | nice 13/60 saloon in white, reg. FJ4505,
a powder blue with white stripe 1250
(Reg. BC670) awaiting complete restora-
* tion and a 1500 Spitfire... | decided against
a photo in this instance... just delighted to see
the familiar Herald/Vitesse bodvlines! Qur next visit

¢ was to Brian Connell (not yet a member of the club... but a close

Triumph Car Club, who made e

us so welcome... Graham and |
Cathering Main in particular |

who went above and beyond |
the call of dutyl.. not only |
opening their house to us...
but spoiling us rotten with a |
roast and fried breakfast... |
and giving us the use of one
of their cars... wonderful hos-
pitality... Graham also went to

much trouble fo arrange a L

12/50 Convertible awaits resmralio

FX116 was first registered in NZ in

July 1971, so originally hails from
| the UK... chassis number HC56288
CVO0, body 51880 HCC and engine
HC56924HE (trim 66, paint 11)...
complete with British Leyland
badges on the lower front wings...
| have to admit this was an exciting
By visitation!!... how interesting if
someone knows of its first years...
what was her original UK registra-
tion number?... one for the
Register, Dick!! (see postscript,

Sunday Triumph “Gathering” with

cafe in Mission Bay... Auckland Triumph Club
members and Triumphs everywhere... there
were Graham and Lynn Penniket with two of
their cars... a mint, original 13/60 estate FL2461

neighbour to  Kevin & i
Rosalind)... this was the first |
genuine, complete on the road,
Vitesse MKIl convertible we
have been in the presence of,
for many a month... finished in
Valencia with black interior...

in Valencia with tan trim... absolutely superb!! A
good indication of the treatment of any
Herald/vitesse is the presence ‘infact’ of the

Br‘ian“_Cnnnel‘I’s‘ Vitesse

tea and cakes at a very pleasant
but, as | heard someone
comment... You start with
one... then two... then they
i have a habit of breeding...
beware Graham & Lynn (and
all other Triumph addicts)...
you have heen warned!... |

nd Triumph

passénger seat retaining clip
(on the inboard - i.e. gearbox
tunnel side - seat runner), to
i prevent the seat
forward when braking hard
with no passenger in the
seatl... and this 13/60 estate
¢ had just that clipl.. with a
beautiful  clean
headlining as
excellent!... their black, ribbed
roof coupe CL5382 was also
excellent... a car that Graham
below)... We continued on for a
(fate has a nice way,

tipping

unmarked
well...

had coveted since a teenager...

sometimes, of working out)...

know the symptoms only too
¢ welll... | once wanted to own
i every Triumph that was for

salel... | think my father
thought | was going mad!... at
one, weak stage... if my
memory serves me well.. |

i had twelve Triumphs!!... so

heed the warning!

: We also had the pleasure of
meeting... but had no visuals
on their cars.. Shane
McLennan (Vit Sec) (MKI 2
litre convertible and MK3
£ spitfire)... Gary Kirkland-Smith
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vertible LO 2681, (A few
minutes snatched away
from baby duties!)... |
have to admit that I've
never heen attracted to
GT6's (apart from that
famitiar ~ six  cylinder
Vitesse sound)... possibly
due to the fact that once
in... | find them hard to
get out of... old age/bad
back??... but to see Alan’s

(TR6)... Bryan Jones (MK3
Spitfire)... Graham Penn (MKI
GT6 and MK4 Spitfire)... Janet
Appletree  (albeit  briefly...
Spitfire  1600?) and Kim
Appletree (refation?... a very
nice yellow GT6, Kim is the
club President and originally
hails from Coventry!)...Kim
presented us with a club cap,
75  year commemorative

badge and diary... very unex- original untouched example in Damson (not au fait with GT6 coloufs) |

pected gifts... but most appreciated... ! was persuaded otherwise... GL8216 is a very special car to own... as is
(and a tad embarrassing, being puton { Alan's Spitfire, which has been completely rebuilt over a four year period...
the spot as a celebrity?... fame for 15 Alan says it is 99% complete, but it looked 100% to me.
seconds!!). .

We completed our
‘Triumph  day’ by
visiting  Alan  and
Denise Rosenfeldt
(who were suffering
from something akin
to jetlag!l... after the
arrival of their baby
daughter... no sleep
syndromel!!)... we
caught Alan in the
throws of a complete
suspension rebuild on

it has been built

Alan Rosenfeldt’s 13/60 undergoing suspension overhaul
his Herald 13/60 con- . e 1
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signs/markings to warn
of danger... their “L”
plate is a black L on a
yellow background...
speed advisory signs
use the same configu-
ration, but what 1 liked
most was the use of
solid unbroken yellow
lines in the centre of
the road to indicate ‘no
overtaking’ - a very
clear and unmistakable

directive...
A couple of ramblings
now... (my Register

R T

as a fun car that can be used on the racetrack and for everyday driving, it wouldn’t be the same without them!!)...
has so many modifications... carried out in a most impressive and profes- | think it's due to Triumph withdrawal
sional way... | see reading the ATCC magazine (Triumph Torque... a superb symptoms or the heatl... not even
journal... very much an early version of our own Courier!)... that Alan is anything that remotely resembles a
going to serialise the rebuild in the next few copies... if you could possibly Triumph, here in Malaysia... we are now
spare a copy of each... | would be most interested and very grateful... (I on the peninsular (back from North
have July 2000 copy). No Graham (Main)... | haven't forgotten your own Borneo... jungle camp... Orang-utans...
MK Vitesse, but | do need material for next month’s Register!!... so keep a climb up Mt. Kinabalu(4100metres...
an eye open for November... thanks again most sincerely for the hospitality it's the highest peak in SE Asia)... the
and welcome from the Auckland Triumph Car Club!! climb took 14 hours over 2 days...
A couple more NZ observations... vellow is a colour used in road  foolish!!... legs went on strike for days
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Fi

afterwards! Flew into Kuala Lumpur... been from here?... (no house - no job)... but a van and two Vitesses!!

: Priorities!!...
Marks and Spencers there! | had to buy
some of their wine gums!), then up the East

down to Singapore (amazing! There's only a

Coast... out to Tioman Island (off Mersing)...

where they filmed “South Pacific”...
Hai... stayed there 5 days and almost took

taste... and yes!... found some plain crisps

sweetness... the final ingredient following

or Walkers... or Golden Wonder.

Heathrow sometime on 20th September...
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Bali :

P.S. Dick advises: FX 116 This MkIl is unknown to the Register by
either it's New Zealand registration or, even, by it's commission
number. However, judging by information already on the IVR database,

Brian Connell’s Vitesse - see ahove

about Vitesse chassis no. HC56286 (just two away and another

Valencia/black car), the build date of FX116 would be around mid
root in a hammock on the beach!!l... one

weird observation here in Malaysia... after would be gratefully received. If not, Dayle Montgomery, the N.Z. A.O.,

becoming weary of noodles and rice for i

every meal, | searched for a more ‘British’ New Zealand’s registration authorities, or he may even know the

vehicle himself. Dick adds that he gets all too few IVR’s from overseas
(Mr Potato) only to be disappointed in their :

March 1970. If Brian is aware of any more of FX's U.K. history, this

may be able to advise whether import records are available through

- he’s just delighted with these valuable details, and would love more

on any other expat Vitesses.
potatoes, vegetable oil, salt is... icing :

sugarl... strange... they’re not quite Smiths, vertible myself)...| would like to do an article on hardtops..so please

¢ email me with any advice, info, your experiences...anything which you

So... OK... more NZ bits in next Register think might be useful to pass onto others...thanks (don’t delay..do it

which | should start in Malaysia but today! to macfreedom@hotmail.com)

complete back on British soil... fly into A final thought!... “It's never to late to have a happy childhood!!”

i Thanks, Take care, Cheers
then its challenge/decision time... where to :

P.P.S On my return to the mother soil (as | now almost have a con-

Mac
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2000

Chrome Front
Road Springs

For the ultimate finishing touch
for your Triumph
we now stock High Quality

Specially
Heat Treated
and Plated
to ensure

Durability

Road Springs

Application ,

TRC 100 - Pair Spitfire (All Models) Chrome Fast Road Springs £45.00
TRC 200 - Pair GT6/Vitesse (All Models) Chrome Fast Road Springs £45.00
POSTAGE AND PACKING on all Springs is £7.95

FAST ROAD SPRINGS ARE UPRATED BY 15% FOR A
STIFFER RIDE AND ARE LOWERED BY 1/2” TO 3/4”
FOR BETTER HANDLING

& a1

ORDERS HOTLINE

858 434424

FAX HOTLINE

01858 469693

www.tssc.uk.com
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By John Thomason

Apologies for another
Spitfire 1V/1500 article
missed last month, but
once again pressure §
of work .....
riumph Work again.
Playing racing cars
certainly eats up the

time as you will see
in my second report. The upshot

has been that my trusty road car

OSW was left requiring an engine to %
Fig 1.The Engine as delivered

has been advertising a range of plugs on the block and back of the head to show if the

i engine h i [
I — gine .as ‘overheated in the event of a warranty claim.
. The engine is actually bench tested prior to despatch and

complet i L ) i
plete engines from EMS for i so is fitted with an oil filter and a little oil. However, it

about a year now and so I thought  comes without the following items and so these must be
I'd try one of these as a quick way | removed from your original engine. Parts required are:
of sorting out OSW and at the same Front engine pulley

time could report back on how Engine mounts

: Water pump and housing

Alternator mounting bracket and alternator

get me to and from work. The Club

these engines perform. :
The engine duly arrived, impres-
sively shrink wrapped in heavy duty Dipstick
polythene to keep dirt out of any Inlet and exhaust manifold fixing studs in the cylinder
open orifices and supported in a head - the two roll pins are fitted
purpose-built steel cradle to keep it The three bell housing fixing studs at the top of the
cylinder block - the two dowels are fitted
The rear engine plate. The Flywheel

The gearbox input shaft support bush in the end

of the crankshaft

Rocker cover fixing studs
Rear lifting eye

upright during transportation.
Removing the polythene reveals a
nicely painted gloss black engine - '
too shiny almost as you can't see
any oil on it. Two yellow tempera-
ture tell-tales are fitted to core

Engine Transplant

is really quite logical and straight-forward. The
engine and gearbox should be removed as one
unit, leaving as much as possible on the engine.
It's far easier to separate (and more importantly,
realign and rejoin) the gearbox and to
| remove/refit engine components with both out
of the car.

As usual start by disconnecting the battery.
Starting with the interior, before you get too
covered in oil, remove all the parafinalia sur-
rounding the gearbox cover. Remove the

Fig 2.The Shiny New Engine from the Club

All pretty usual things to remove, although | was
a little surprised that a front pulley wasn't fitted.
This can be the source of some terrible leaks, which
can sometimes be cured by a new seal in the timing
cover but if the sealing face on the front pulley is
badly grooved and you're unfortunate to have the
new seal sit in this groove, then the leak will persist
- not something you want on a new engine.
Although possibly adding to the cost of the engine
a reconditioned front pulley, fitted and torqued-up,
| think would be quite a benefit for the customer.
The other curious thing was the supply of a nicely
painted rocker cover but not the fixing studs. A
minor thing | know but since there are two kinds of
studs depending on the rocker cover fixing (nut or
screw), check the replacement rocker cover is the
same as your old, otherwise you need a pair of
studs or to use your old rocker cover.

With the new engine checked over, it's time to
remove the old. This sounds quite daunting for those who

Fig-3.Lifting the engine out of the Transport

haven't tried it befare, but like everything else on our cars, : Cradle. With the engine hoist this is quite easy.
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Fig 4. A temperature tell-tale on one of the core pluﬁs ;
records how hot the engine has run, in case of a warkanty claim. ™

gearbox cover carefully so it doesn’t drip or rub dirty three-rail box ) as this makes it a lot easier to pull the
EP90 gear oil all over your nice interior! With this out of gear box out through the transmission tunnel.
the way, remove the gear lever (and extension if the older © Disconnect the Speedo, reversing light/overdrive wires,

Fig 5. The engine/gearbox ready to go back in. | use a tubular exhaust manifold and so this and the Inlet
manifolds have to be refitted in the car. Note the angle of engine on the hoist - this is quite important for
manouvering into place. Note the Broom handle propping the bonnet open as wide as possible

30
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propshaft bolts, gearbox mount bolts and any exhaust :
pipe attachments to the gearbox. The clutch slave cylinder :

can be withdrawn frpm the gearbox housing after undoing
the pinch bolt, and tied up out of the way under the dash,
it not being necessary to disconnect the pipework.

If you have a standard exhaust manifold then break the

exhaust at the down pipe, and then the engine can be

removed with carbs and manifolds in place. If you have a

tubular manifold then it is best removed and hence the

inlet manifold and carbs, as it's very difficult to remove

the engine with it still in place. Disconnect the rubber fuel

of the way on the fire wall.

The radiator must also be removed to provide enough 5
room to swing the engine and gearbox out of the engine
bay. Drain the rad first. | also disconnect the bonnet stay
as it allows the bonnet to hinge further forward a useful -
four or five inches, propping it forward with a broom :

handle or like.

Fig 6. Engine Gearbox halfway there! Note the need f
pipe at the pump and plug it (I push in a centre punch). :
Disconnect the starter motor cable, engine earth, distrib-
utor low tension wire, oil pressure wire, temp sender and
alternator connectors. | remove the distributor cap and
leads to protect it from damage. Disconnect throttle and
choke cables, and the heater hoses and leave tucked out

With a rope through the standard lifting eyes and the
weight taken by an engine hoist, the four engine mount
bolts can be finally removed. By a combination of lifting
and wheeling the car rearwards the engine/gearbox can
manoeuvred into the engine bay and once there rotated
90 degs and out past the bonnet. With an overdrive
gearbox it can be quite heavy, and has to be lifted at
quite a steep angle - so don’t get underneath it. An alter-
native is to take the bonnet off, which is OK if you have
a helper and you can realign it satisfactorily afterwards.

With engine and gearbox out, it is now a lot easier to

or the radiator to be removed
remove the gearbox and the above list of components
and then fit them to the new engine. Decide at this stage
if you want to take the opportunity to fit a new clutch.
Also before fitting the new engine it makes sense to
clean up the chassis and engine bay.

With the new engine in place, | took the opportunity to
check the cylinder head nut torques, especially when
the two rear nuts have to be removed to fit the engine
lifting eye. To do this the rocker shaft has to removed
and so rocker clearances also have to be checked. |
think these should be checked anyway as | found them
all over the place and may not have been adjusted by
EMS. Before finally fitting the rocker cover, use the
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Flg 1. The shlny new rockers need checking for adjustment. Note how the rear two cylinder head

nuts need to be removed to fit the lifting eye

Jt#!,.

Fig 8. Everything in place ready to go.
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rockers to determine if No. 1 or No. 4 is on the firing :

stroke such that the distributor can be set at the right ori-
entation. | found that the distributor drive gear had been
set at a very strange angle and had to be repositioned - a
minor point.

Before firing-up a new engine or one that has been
standing some time, | always remove the plugs and

and the engine started. A new engine started for the first

finger marks are burnt off the exhaust, causing you to :
run around worried whilst checking for oil and water
leaks, all the time taking in the aroma of hot new paint as

it heats up on the engine and the smell of a rich exhaust!!

Out on the road the engine runs very well, a little hotter
than normal but this is to be expected as the engine is
run-in. Pinking was immediately evident at the factory 10
deg BTDC ignition timing (partly because of the premium

BTDC. Even at this setting there was slight pinking if the

use the gears more and not labour the engine whilst it

was being run-in . At 7 deg BTDC the pinking disappears.
As the engine is run in , freeing up and running cooler, |
shall see if the timing can be advanced back towards 10
deg without pinking. Having said that, | was quite
surprised how free the engine felt right from the start,
with the specified 60 psi oil pressure when hot. When
squirt a little oil down the bores and then with the plugs
still removed to reduce load, spin the engine over until oil
pressure is generated . The plugs can then be replaced
25-65 Spitfire MklIl cam instead of the standard 18-58
time is quite a sight, as smoke rises from it where oily

run-in, a difference that you may notice is a more lively
performance than with your old engine, not because of
better compression etc. but because EMS fits the better

emissions cam of the 1500cc.

Fig 9. The Single 1'/2” SU Carb | run everyday
on OSW for economy.

I've now put 950 miles on the engine without incident,

apart from a worrying oil leak from the back of the
cylinder head gasket which completely disappeared after
about 50 miles - quite strange. At 500 miles the engine
oil and filter should be changed , the cylinder head re-
torqued and the tappets adjusted in order to comply with
unleaded, but | suspect predominately as a result of the
engine running a little hot) and so was retarded to 8 deg

the warranty - good practice anyway.
All-in -all an easy and satisfactory engine installation.

I'll keep you posted on the engine performs as the
engine was put under load and acted as a reminder to :

mileage increases.
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Hi Everyone! This month: an ‘old’

Curtis of Birmingham.

according to Les.

First though, our featured car this month is Adrian

Breeze’s non-Rotoflex MklIl. Adrian bought the car
the likes of the one-marque series to cater for

in 1993 after it had been extensively restored,

although the interior is completely original and :
‘unbodged’ (in his words). Since then, Adrian has
fitted an overdrive gearbox, but kept the original :
3.27:1 diff 1 would have thought that this would be
pretty high-geared for all but long-distance :
motorway cruising, but Adrian really likes the ‘nice

long legs”.

TRIUMPHANT RETURN

There haven’t been that many racing Triumphs :

GT6s but we've tracked down one which Laurie :
i Underneath, however, there was a lot more to

Caddell drove at Cadwell Park.

Modsports used to be one of the premier classes
in the British club motor racing scene, boasting

t features a critical assessment of a GT6
modified for racing and came out in 1986 in :

a magazine called ‘Sports Car or something’
i room for the Modified SPORTS cars which

overall in the Modsports Championship in
i 1973. It looked for all the world just like a

some famous machlnes like John Gott's

: |mmorta| Austin-Healey 3000 and the Marcos

¢ 3-litre which dominated in the hands of a

article sent in to me by Les young Doctor Jonathan Palmer.

However, with more attention being attracted
by the new breed of cars which were basically
formula car chassis with glassfibre road-car
bodies attached, there was precious little

had for so long been the backbone of the
championship. With those gone, it was left to

developed roadsters.

There have not been a great many Triumphs
in Modsports over the years and very few
indeed of the big sixes with their lusty but
heavy motors. Back in the early 1970s,
though, a very special GT6 regularly pounded

i the circuits and it was rewarded with a sixth

normal GT6, lowered by several inches and
with fat slicks in the widened wheel arches.

Chris Williams’s Triumph than that.
The car came to our attention via Nicky Paul-

Racing GT6

By Mlke Scott
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Triumphant Return

Radical wheelarches grace the Modsports GT6

Barron of Straight Six, a north :

London dealership  which

of its  owner,

GT6 is
roadster).

The easy part was for Nicky to
get George to agree to our i
trying the car out on a circuit:
the difficulty came in attempt-
ing to keep to those arrange-
ments with a dreadful winter
still making its presence felt
towards the end of March. As i
snow forced cancellation of
several appointments, so a i
backlog of teams wanting to
practice for real meant that
many circuits were fully
booked, while a non-opera-
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tional Land-Rover tow truck

! caused the final failure just
usually has a fair number of :
interesting cars for sale. He
was selling the GT6 on behalf
George |
Woolfenden who was trying to
get rid of 50 per cent of his GT6
collection to make room for
some more horses (his other |

when Team SCM were togged-
up and raring to go at
Snetterton Circuit.

With a last-minute change of
location from Donington to
Cadwell Park (Lincolnshire’s
mecca of motor racing, as they

set. Once again, this time through torrential
rain, Team SCM hit the long road north to the
pretty circuit situated in the rolling hills near
Louth (not all of Lincolnshire is flat ......).

From a distance, the red GT6 doss indeed
look standard, especially on its trailer, but
when it is wheeled off you realise that it is a
scaled-down replica of the original. It looks
petite and pretty and only when its raucous six-
cylinder motor is fired up does it give the car
an air of purpose.

This GT6 is very different underneath. The
basic chassis of the original car remains, but it
has had a few extraneous pieces removed and
a few bracing sections added for extra rigidity.
It isn't the stiffest of deigns in standard trim,
and as such would hardly have been suitable
for circuit work, so designer Chris Williams (a

one-time Triumph employee) added a novel
i tweak. The car’s glassfibre body was added
Eafter a full roll -cage had been securely
 fastened to the chassis, then the roll-cage was
gbonded to the body to give, in essence,
i monocogue support for the tubular frame
underneath. With the car's substantial metal
¢ panels removed, the car's original weight was

! reduced by about a quarter.
say in their publicity), all was :

The GT6 was campaigned for a while with

a mint-condition

Look how far bask the engine is

standard Triumph suspension (no pun intended), but :
after a season this set-up was discarded in favour of a
new design developed by Aldon Automotive. Out went
the leaf spring at the rear to be replaced by a fully |
adjustable system using coil springs and a multitude of
engine was out he would modify that too, so it was given a

links, including an anti-roll bar. At the front, the original

arrangement was heavily modified, but using the same
: flat-top pistons, larger inlet valve, a wild camshaft, fully

basic layout.
With the car lightened dramatically and a proper sus-
pension system installed, something had to be done to

the massive cast-iron engine sitting up front. The simple
answer was to get out the oxy-acetylene gear and shift
the power plan back by almost a foot in the chassis. It
was a dramatic move but it improved the weight distri-
bution to an almost perfect 50/50. Surprisingly, brakes
were left as standard aithough the servo was taken off

and hard finings fitted all round.

The Triumph’s engine was changed from season to
season, finishing up with around 160 bhp. Then Chris
Williams left the country and his old meunt did the usual :
passing from hand to hand with bits modified, bits
{ claim the 1990 Grand Prix .....

bodged and bits removed along the way. At one point,

the GT6 was actually for sale on a Coventry used-car

after a few exploratory laps in a Seat Ibiza 1.2GL to see
George Woolfenden, one-time mechanic for the
famous Red Rose Chevron team and an enthusiastic :

lot.

i member of the Triumph Sports Six Club, had been looking
out for the car for some time before he finally saw an adver-
t|sement for it in Autosport. The coupe had changed a little
since its racing days, and now sported a small spoiler at the
i rear and had an Alfa Romeo five-speed gearbox in place. It
also had more than its fair share of chassis rust, having sat
{ for some time in a barn.

George stripped the car completely and set about rebuild-
ing it, using the original but modified GT6 box and substi-
tuting the old J A Pearce ‘Magna’ alloy wheels for the more
lately acquired steel rims. George decided that while the

thorough rebuild using chrome-vanadium cylinder liners,

ghtened valve gear and a set of three 45DCOE Webers.

! The cockplt of the Triumph GT6 has been completely guited

e with the necessary shifting of
bulkheads. The dashboard
carries the bare minimum of
dials and switchgear. The
gearlever is well placed and
the pedals are perfectly
located for heel-and-toeing;
" visibility is excellent too.

That done with the aim of
boosting the power output to
substantially more than 200
bhp, enough to push the little
red car to a top speed of 150
mph or so. George has
competed in the odd hillclimb
with the GT6 and has won
his class on most occasions,
but the Triumph has not often
been back to familiar proper race circuits.

The morning of our track test dawned with a brilliant blue
sky, and the picturesque Cadwell circuit looked far too
pretty to accommodate racing cars. A quick recce in a
hatchback had us wondering whether it was actually a race
track at all as one corner exited mere feet from the living

4
L)

¢ room of a cottage and the run up the next bend was along

a farmyard wall. We signed on at another pretty stone house
basking in the sun near a lake by the start line and separated
from the circuit by a green wrought-iron gate. FOCA would
no doubt insist on some changes before Cadwell could

For a couple of hours we had the circuit to ourselves and

which way the corners went, it was time for George to warm

the Triumph up.
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Need help fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

(01799 584994 )

From a straight service to a full rebuild,
call Mike to discuss yo(ur car’s needs.

-

We are GT6 and Spitfire Specialists and can restore your car to its original
condition, including all engine and mechanical work, electrical and
wiring faults, retrimming and classic Triumph paintwork.

We can also restore specific areas of your car if required , while you do
the initial stripping down and final fitting up.

Collection and Delivery Service available. Open some evenings

M.W. Restorations

Classic Car Specialist

SAFFrRoN WALDEN, ESSEX.
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As the car climbed the steep hill from the tight hairpin near the
Club circuit start-line, its engine initially stuttered before
beginning to emit a muted growl. The first two corners were

back straight high above our hairpin vantage position. the
glorious engine noise cracked off the hills and rolled down the

winding its way back down to the hairpin for another lap.

change. Once we were strapped into the seat, the wheel felt a
little too far away but otherwise the controls were well to hand
and foot. The gearchange felt overly crisp, but it selected well
and the pedals were well placed for heel-toeing. Just a few
gauges were spread out over the dashboard, the largest being a
flickering and sometimes non-operational rev-counter.

With plenty of revs dialled in, we let the clutch out in an effort
to get moving up the hill again, but the car just crawled, the
engine being well out of its power band. It needed to be given at

With more revolutions recorded, the car moved sweetly and its
wide slick tyres soon warmed in the bitter wind ta give us plenty
of grip.

The engine felt strong, but the driver certainly didn’t as the com-

i was at times just as quick to pull all the way
through in third gear rather than letting the six
{ wind up to higher revs in second.

taken easily before the Triumph was opened up on the switch-

Apart from a minor glitch when the fluid boiled

coming into the hairpin (ah, the relief of the run-
i off on to the long circuit), the brakes worked sur-
valley as the little red coupe darted across the horizon, before :

prisingly well and soon the car could be made to

circulate at a decent rate.
The other lap was all it did before George stopped for a driver |

The lumbering slow engine speed proved to be

quite deceptive and it took careful concentration
i on the straight to realise that the modest speed
suggested by the engine’s note didn’t match up to
¢ the rate at which the scenery passed the car. A
self-imposed rev limit for a slightly tight engine
¢ meant a feathering of the throttle well before the
end of the straight, by which time the car was
i pulling well into three figures and feeling eager to
i add more.

least 3000 rpm before it felt like working, indicating that even a |
tractable six can be made peaky if the engine is highly tuned.

After twenty or so more laps, it was time to pull
in, reflect on how so small a car could need so

much effort and remove perspiration-soaked
overalls. Small and pretty it may look but the GT6
i has the same brutality of all the six-cylinder
Triumphs, a muscularity which demands a
bination of almost straight-arm driving position and unbeliev-
ably heavy steering made the GT6 hard work to say the least. One

muscle match of the driver.
This particular example has never really been

turn round the almost-walking-pace
hairpin, where two breaths were
needed to haul the wheel round,
meant that a stop for a re-appraisal
was arranged. A hefty cushion in the
seat back gave the extra bent-arm
leverage needed and the car then felt
controllable and easier to drive at a
rapid pace.

The cushion couldn’t lighten the
steering, however, which remains one
of the heaviest set-ups that our
intrepid pilot had tried, albeit one that
is perfectly in keeping with the brutal
nature of the beast. The faster the car
travelled, the lighter the steering
became and only on the bottom

hairpin did it seem that ploughing straight on into the bank on

the exit could be the easy way out .....
Once we had learnt the circuit thoroughly we were able to push
the Triumph harder through the corners and in these circum-

stances it displayed real agility, with limited-slip differential

causing it to ‘threepenny-bit’. Once the engine was past 3500

i ‘state of the art’, simply representing one man’s
i idea of the best way to adapt for racing a car
which was never really intended to do battle on
i the circuits. It does, however, represent the best

of the engineering which the excellent Modsports

series bought out.
rpm, it gave smooth, effortless power, and in slower corners, it :

This article first appeared in 1986.
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Plenty of replies to the question
‘What's an Otosan Anadol'?
and even a few photos.

hris Longhurst
writes, “The only
part | can find in
common with our

suspension which appears to
be that of the Triumph Herald.

complete car being assembled

four-seater Saloon.

kindly written to me:

A Reliant

Pick up

Reliant ‘Anadol’ Pick up,
1975. 6 months MOT £395 -
the advertisement in the
Commercials column said.
Might be what I'm looking for |
thought, not having the
faintest idea what it was
anything other than a kind of
goods carrying vehicle.

| rang the number in the
advert, spoke to the owner,
made an appointment and the

42

From other sources | have dis- :
covered that the body was of
glass fibre and designed by
Reliant of Scimitar fame, the :

by Otosan Otomobil at
Istanbul. It's a pleasant looking

A Mr W H Topps has also

Otosan Anadol as bought

next day | travelled the twelve miles to
view the beast.

Standing on a piece of waste land it
(KOJ 146P) was unlike anything I'd
seen before. Of doubtful parentage |
would have said, something from the
backwoods; a Hillbilly wagon, ugly but
somehow attractive.

The owner appeared and after a few
preliminaries during which 1 said |
hadn'’t realised it was left-hand drive he
proceeded with his version of the
vehicle’s history. This i'm afraid still
needs authentification.

Why for instance does the registration
document say simply Reliant? Why did
the owner keep referring fo it as an
‘Anadol’ when the badge on the lower
front wing said ‘Otosan’ 5007 The
exhaust manifold also carries the name
‘Otosan’ | later discovered.

Apparently Reliant did produce a car
named ‘Anadol’ for export to Turkey.
Some of the fads in that country, the

Answered

story goes, cut the car open to make for easier goods carrying and

from this the Reliant company perceived
the demand for a pick-up.

The one we were looking at, it was said,
was the first to be produced; a pre produc-
tion model which spent the first few years
of its life trundling round the factory
premises. When the Reliant company
changed hands, the pick-up was sold to a
builder who kept it for a number of years
before it to the present owner.

There were two things needing attention, a
faulty brake servo and corrosion in the load

space floor causing it to come adrift from its mohnting, There was,

however, six months left on the MOT certificate.
| asked the man if he would take £350, he said

that he would. | gave him a deposit and agreed
! to collect the following day.

The drive home was not a refaxing one. I'd had
little experience of left-hand-drive, the braking

was well below par and the bench seat sloped
down so far that had the driver’s door flown
open | would have zipped off into the road.

After asking what had possessed me, the
mechanic at my garage agreed to replace the

brake servo with a second-hand one and do the
! welding. The bill was £150 making a total

expenditure at this stage of £500. The bench

Bt
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Pair chrome mirrors suitable Pair chrome mirrors suitable
for wing mounting. Square
lens with adjustable stem,

Ideal for 13/60/Vitesse

CRM1........... £19.95 each
................... £37.95 pair
Racing mirrors with fully

£43.95 NWmM2 ................ £39.50

for wing mounting. Round
lens with fixed stem, Looks adjustable head. Universal fixing,

great on Herald 948/1200 will suit all Club cars.

SSM1...£17.95 each................. £34.95 pair

STAINLESS STEEL. [deal for Her/Vit/GT6 owners. ||
Clip on high quality mirror (quarterlight fitting).

WIPER ARMS

CODE  CAR PRICE

WA7030 Spitfire to 71 GT6 Mkl ................. £15.00 pair
WA7630 Spitfire 71 on & GT6 Mkll / MklIl..£15.00 pair
WA70342 Herald / Vitesse ALL .................. £15.00 pair

CODE
WB5110
WB5111

WB12312

WIPER BLADES

CAR PRICE

Spitfire t0 64.........coeeeea... £11.00 pair ‘
Spitfire '65 to’70 and GT6 Mk | o
Herald / Vitesse ALL............... £11.00 pair
Spitfire 710N ..o £11.00 pair
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A superbly finished rocker cover supplied as a direct
replacement for your rusty/dented original. Comes complete
with highly polished spring-loaded cap, nuts and gasket.

As well as immediately improving the looks of your engine bay:
can also significantly reduce tappet noise.

RC100 4 -CYLINDER COVER Spitfire/Herald/Bonds

RC200 6 - CYLINDER COVER GT6/Vitesse/2L/Bonds

HIGHLY POLISHED Aluminium Valences

RADIATOR VALENCES

® INCREASE AIRFLOW TO RADIATOR
& EASILY OUTLAST CARDBOARD ORIGINALS

& VASTLY IMPROVE THE APPEARANCE OF THE ENGINE BAY

& INGLUDES FITTING KIT

ENGINE BAY VALENCES

& EASILY OUTLAST CARDBOARD ORIGINALS

& VASTLY IMPROVE THE APPEARANCE OF THE ENGINE BAY

& INCLUDES FITTING KIT

EV100 ..ENGINE BAY PAIR SPITFIRE MkIV/1500 ....£49.95
RV100 ..RADIATOR PAIR SPITFIRE MkIV/1500 ......£37.95

A Brand New Exclusive addition to
the Range this year is the inclusion
of Valences and Radiator Cowl for

£48.00
£66.00

the GT6
EV200 ENGINE BAY VALENCES
T6 ... £79.95
RV200 RADIATOR COWL
£35.00

y DCO01 DIS-CAR-NECT £9.95

This revolutionary new
switch is a small, well
constructed switch
which will, if turned
disconnect all electri-
cal circuits preventing
the car being started.
(Supplied with in-line

Leaking batteries have §
ruined many a classic
car through the acid
eating away the metal.
TSSC Offers have
come up with the
answer - the Battery
Mat, an absorbent
poly propylene felt treated with an acid

fuse if required)

neutralising formula and coated in latex.
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seat was later replaced with two good second-

hand seats from a Ford Escort.

Briefly the vehicle comprises a sturdy box
section chassis with outriggers, a GRP moulded
cab bolted to it and a steel truck back mounted
on a frame with upstands from the main chassis
members.

The engine is a 1600cc crossflow with Ford
gearbox and together with the windscreen and
headlights are obviously Mkl Cortina. The front

the rear.

The vehicle is in regular use for my firm
(Painting and Decorating Contractors) and !
would be interested to hear if anyone knows of
another ‘Otosan’ 500 or has any further infor-
mation about this one.

Whilst on holiday in Turkey | did see plenty of
these vehicles in use. Some improvements over
my model were evident, in particular the siting
of the petrol tank. This was mounted behind the
cab instead of underneath the rear of the truck
which leaves no room for the spare wheel. | also
saw in Turkey a later model 'Otosan’ pick-up
which closely resembled the earlisr Ford P100,

t decided after retiring business to spend a bit of time doing it up.
I gave it a new timber and a complete repaint in polyurethane coach

enamel. We had replaced the engine about two years ago with a
good second-hand one.

Despite being offered for sale at a local garage for some time now,

KOJ 146P has not yet attracted a buyer which | find surprising.
Apart from being a rare and interesting vehicle it is also a good,
practicable workshorse with no spares or maintenance problems.

l'am now prepared to let it go for a few hundred pounds just to

recoup the cost of materials used in its refurbishment. If anyone is
suspension looks remarkably like that on my

Triumph Spitfire but there are two leaf springs at

interested please telephone 8115 9469848
Wiltiam Topps
Mr Topps says “It is almost certainly the only one in the country”.

Well, a pick-up truck? The answer is probably yes but the only
Anadol in the country? The answer is no. A ‘phone call from a
; member who lives in the Cannock area tells me there is an Estate
version in a village near him. | you know of any more, please tell
{ me about them.

Do you remember the small inch and a half square photo of a red

¢ and yellow Spitfire which | said is my favourite? Well, the car is still
¢ owned by Clive Lloyd of Powys, Mid Wales. His letter says:

Ujust thought I'd let you know a little more about the Spitfire 4 in
the photo on page 38 of the August Courier. | am the current owner

£ of this car.

“The photo was taken in the late sixties. it was registered in 1964,

! The car's owner was a Mr Bob Young from Blackwater in Camberly.

He bought the car when it was a couple of years old and he used
it as his daily transport to work as an aircraft engineer.

During the latter part of the sixties the car was involved in a
head-on accident (at low speed). This resulted in damage to the
bonnet and front end of the chassis. So, Bob, being an engineer,

he rebuilt the car using a brand new chassis but at the time he
could not afford a brand new bonnet as well so he used a fibre-
glass GT6 bonnet.

Clive Lioyd's Nut
Restoration

The car was originally Signal Red but Bob resprayed the car
yellow and red after the accident.

| then purchased the car from Bob in 1994 in a
sound but stripped down condition for £600. |
am now in the process of a complete nut and bolt
rebuild. The car is almost completed with only
the interior and wiring to finish.

The restoration is on hold at the moment due to
a lack of a garage (the car is in storage at the
moment) and also the lack of funds due to
getting married last year but it
should be on the road shortly.”

There are a number of very
early Spitfires in Wales for
some reason. If you own one,
let me know.

When we go shopping in
Tescos, | always look in all the
car magazines. | came across
something a couple of months
ago which | need your help
with: in the Exchange and Mart
at the Brentwood Salvage
Centre (Essex) there was a Mkl
Spitfire with a turbo diesel
ergine fitted. What’s happened
1 it? Probably it was brought
for the engine but do you know differently? It
might even still be there. Please help.
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P I?ES TI GE WorLb REnowNED For QuaLity, PREcision FiT anp ATTENTION To ORIGINAL DETAIL

_CAR HOODS & INTERIOR TRIM

a new soft top. Standards in qUa
andard of flt vary enormously between different suppliers. As

&N be assured that Prestige Hoods are the finest available.  Massive

Full details &
Prices include VAT H/Duty Superior brochure availablé

Vinyl Vinyl Duck Stayfast ~ Mohair
pitfire Mk.I to Mk.Il fr. £89.95 £108.95 £157.95 £187.95 £239.95
pitire Mk.Ill & Mk.IV zip fr. £93.95 £118.95 £172.95 £202.95 £249.9.

ald / Vitesse fr. £88.95 £108.95 £172.95 £202.95 £244
£68.95 £89.50 £104.95 £124.95
£53.95 £67.95 £88.95 96

purchased with hood

SUPERIOR QUALITY CARPETS
Whole Interior with leathercloth bound edges
. Available in Original De-luxe Pile or 100% Wool Pile, Prestige Carpet Sets
represent the finest quality avallable
Original
€Sinclude VAT Quality Pile Woul Prle Deade

‘ itfre . £84.95 £184.95 £41.9
Goiour. Schem Spitfire Boot fr.  £23.95 £75.95 £14.95
o S parer. JHES erald/vnesse fr. £69.95 £149.95 £31.95
ey and Portand Gre A £105.95 £244.95 £51.9,
| NeW. . Black Aulumll Leaf, Ochre, Racing Green, Navy Blue,
£316.30 i i
£42, 6. 11 1 1 0% Off pu?v‘mggf ‘v’m‘eh" I;;tesnel
e o WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER

SeatCoversonly R T (0151) 643 9555 _Fax: (0751) 643 9634 ,
r et £74.95 el e o et
PRESTIGE gutotrim Products 1td. 0aic Tree Piace, Expressway Business Park, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, L42 1NS, England .
}] R S r CHISBON \ For Triumph Parts & Accessories
2 Jissuu Racng "
Unit 9 Pipewell Road Industrial Bstate
, Desborough, Kettering, Northants. NN14 2.

Tel / Fax: 01536 763799 Mobile: 07801 067055

i Hyjrostenain BEAUMONT, ESSEX, CO16 0BB

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL OFFERS Small friendly comparnry catering

for all your requirements at
very reasonnable rates.

Yes, we think we've done it | | =7ore rormmore ectcen. o e aatalogues axallabletor
4 - Cylinder Alloy Rocker

Accassories Brochure
Call 0800 281182 to order your FREE copy.
including Gasket
Including Gasket. moss-europe.co.uk
We stock Body Tubs to Trunnion Kits, a full range of parts are ossiBristo GM
TEL: 020 8867 2020 EL: 01274 735 537 TEL: 01325 281 343 TEL: 0117 923 2523 : 01 8
carried at our workshop and stores, From MOT work to a Tel : (01255) 862626 J O FA: 01274 735 598

Our TriumphTune Performance Manual
includes GT6, Herald & Vitesse

FAX: 01325 485 563 FAX: 0117 942 8236 FAX: 0161 429 0349
Fu]l Sel'ViCC ot illSt some help Cﬁ” M'il‘k ot Hﬁ['l'y WWW. chisbon Cjb net Freefone: 0500 479 299 Freefone: 0800 919 971 Freefone: 0800 590 990 Freefone: 0800 919 668 Freefone: 0800 919 764
) ¢ . N - - - .




Orrice 01592 722999
Parts Derot & Fax
01592 722666

131 JAMPHLARS ROAD
CARDENDEN FIFE

CHIC DOIG[-=2"

EUROCARD
AT H

Mastereardj

CLASSIC

SPORTSCARS

ConNnTACT THE EXPERTS
ScoTLAND s LARGEST
MG & TrRIUNMVMIPH
DEALER

FAST MIAIL ©ORDER SERVICE

From A BoLT TO A BODYSHELL
NEw OR SECONDHAND

WE WILL TRY TO HELP YOU

WHATEVER THE CAR TYPE

£2.95

A Complete Reference
Source for
Courier Technical Articles
Past & Present

FAX HOTLINE

& 01858 434424 5301858 469693

e.mail: Cluboffers@aol.com
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Aluminium Tax Disc Holders are available in Blue,Red, Anthracite and Aluminium.
State colour when ordering

A very High Quality
Product
Constructed from
aluminium and
supplied with all
fittings.
Attaches with Self
adhesive clear Dot
stickers supplied
with additional
stickers so the
holder can be
moved to other
vehicles

ATD100
All Cars
£13.95
plus £1.95
postage & packing

AG200... ALUMINIUM..£15.95
R105......LEATHER ........ £5.95

PRICE INCLUDES P&P

High quality gearknobs with

full colour enamel Club badge.
Universal fixing, will suit all Club
cars without overdrive switch.

www.tssc.uk.com

Aluminium Gearknobs are also available in Blue or Red. State colour when ordering

ORDERS HOTLINE

FAX HOTLINE

7 01858 434424 7 01858 469693
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Way back in February 2000, Tracy

and | were happily enjoying the
London Orbital Meet when we
were approached by a member
that we had not met before.

his was nothing new, but g

what he had to say was. It

turned out that the member,

John Baker, was a member %
of a small band of enthusiasts who
helped run a private museum in a back
garden in Berkshire. Strange we thought,
but stranger still was that the museum
was a steam museum with live trains on |
real tracks. He also described a period
station, loads of steam buildings and a
museum that also housed a fleet of Rolls
Royce’s. Some back garden!

Well, to cut a long story short, after a
couple of emails and a letter to Bob
Hatfield, Chairman of the Fawley Museum ‘
Society and Thames Area were invited to
the museum for the day, “Oh, and please
bring your Triumphs for a display.”

Sunday 6th August dawned a little
cloudy, but forecast to brighten up and it
did. We met at the Royal Forrester’s in
Ascot at 10:30 am, even John and Anthea
were on time! We were 20 in number
with ten assorted Triumphs (Spitfires,
Heralds, Vitesses, a TR6 and a Stag) and
convoyed the few miles to Fawley near
Henley-on-Thames. Our arrival was met |

with the enthusiasts in their orange
52

waistcoats

through the main entrance into

middle of things next to the

parked on the end of the
museum.

ushering  us :

Spitfire and Vitesse arrived

© soon after we made quite an
the shunting yard. Most of us
managed to park right in the

impressive display.
So, where were we? The back

garden belonged to Sir William
signal box, whilst the rest :

MCAlpine who had amassed

- quite a collection of steam
When another :

memorabilia. First of all there

was the steam engine, owned :
from new by MCAlpine’s and
used on large
building sites. She was rebuilt
in 1930 and retired in the :
the engine’s boiler.

originally

sixties, or so she thought!

Coupled to her was an open

Back to Steam fora D

By Mike Crewes

platform a short tunnel allowed
the train to clear the points and

portable, army surplus, steam

Tracy and | were privileged to

dy

¢ entrance arches to Waterloo Station. Once in
the bottom of the valley we stopped at a small
on the other platform was a
dropping water for the signalman’s tea we were
pump for raising the water for
end of the line, passing all sorts of Victorian
i memorabilia on the way.

station with a equally small signal box. After

off again down through the valley to the other

carriage with bench seating :

and a brake van.

Out of the shunting yard, past
the signal box and you entered

the station. It really was like

walking back in time. Some of
warm as driving a GT6. Bells,
whistle’s and flags waving we
explained to me, its always good weather when
the museum is open, about four days a year,

the older members might

remember that Ladies had
Room :
(complete with chaise longue)
with a Cloakroom off. The
office had been

their  own  Rest

ticket
cunningly turned into a Tea-

room. At the far end of the :

have the first footplate ride. :
Standing next to the Fireman, '
with the Driver on the other
side you get a feel of what it :
© was like to work one of these

engines and it's almost as

set off down the track into the
exotic animals park. To the

right the lake (emptied for
repairs) and to the left Sir
- William’s
behind what used to be the :

beautiful

house :

A quick reverse and we were back at our
¢ previous station before climbing back up the hill
to the main station. Now this is a real hill. At1

in 13 at its steepest, you won't find many trains

climbing such an incline. We reckoned that the
driver’s were having a competition to see who
could get the engine to ‘chuff’ the best up the

hill and it was spectacular. As John Baker later

and it needs to be. Any rain and the engine just

wouldn't grip the track.

With our footplate ride over we returned to our

car to find it covered in soot. George was
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washing his Vitesse that was parked next to us,
whilst everyone else was protected by a row of
sheltering trees.

By now it was lunchtime, so we went with our
picnic to the picnic area overlooking the inclined
track. Lunch took longer than normal, due
mainly to not being able to stop watching the

train ‘chuff’ it's way up the hill.

: museum and the Collection of :
19205 and 30s Rolls Royces,
- not forgetting the Austin Taxi.
At the very far end was a
complete station destination
and platform board that used
© to grace Brighton Station.

My attention was then draw

- to a Red Dennis Fire Trailer that
- used to belong to Huntley and
Palmer’s, in original condition
and having never fought a fire.
- Talking to the owner, proudly
. polishing it, | discovered that

After a quick look around some of |
the carriages, including Prince |
Charles’ and Princess Anne’s
Nursery wagon, we went into the
museum. This is a very long
building with an extraordinary col-
lection of steam rail memorabilia,
including a lot of handmade
models, most with some sort of
history. There was also a working
model of ‘Laira Traction Depot’
which was particularly interesting
for me, since | used to go through
there on the train going to and from
Cornwall. Ever onwards passed the
marine steam engine into the car

54

he also had three Heralds and :
was a Club member.

It was time now for us
to go into the park with
the exotic animals for
the ‘Goods Train Run'.
The engine had gone
down into the valley and
coupled up some goods
carriages from the shed
and soon came
‘chuffing’ back up the
hill. It was a wonderful
sight almost drowned
out by the click of
camera shutters.

After a lot more sight
seeing, several train
rides and Dick had got a
footplate ride on the last
train it was all too soon
to go home. We had
had a marvellous day,
the staff, all volunteers,
were really friendly and
treated each of the 350

P 8
guests as if they were the only : Iy made our way, by convoy, back to Ascot
© where a drink was definitely called for.

Will we do it again?

| think so, but we are
not allowed for two
years, but we already
can’'t wait, even though
| had to wash all the
soot off our Spitfire
immediately we got
home. It was a truly
wonderful day that is
thoroughly recom-
mended, particularly
since it's always graced
with good weather,
apparently!

Our thanks must go to
Sir William MCAIpine,
Bob Hatfield (Chairman)
John Baker (our initial
contact) and all the
enthusiasts that made it

such a wonderful day.
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After completing my
racing Spitfire, the

Silver Bullet in July, |
was looking forward

to life returning to

some form of reality.

pending time with my
daughter and doing a few
long - overdue jobs
around the house ... how
little did | know! After her first race
at Brands Hatch and showing the
car at the International, the gearbox
was removed to replace the oil seal
which had showered the clutch in
gear oil and caused it to slip above
6,000 rpm. In the end the clutch
had to be replaced; the old one so '
badly impregnated in oil. A couple
of other tweaks and car was ready
for her debut race in the TR/TSSC :
Championships at Cadwell Park on
the 30th July. Situated near Lincoln,
Cadwell Park is quite a twisty circuit
with some steep inclines and |
descents; more suited to our
nimble Spitfires than the powerful '
TRs. One of the most famous and :
exciting parts of the circuit is the |
‘Mountain’, a very steep hill that
immediately follows a pair of sharp
left-right kinks.
I had raced once before at Cadwell :
in 1998 in OSW in the Standard :

hacingbull

By John Thomason

Park
1 Chris Curve

Park '
'Straight 7
| gh Gooseneck

he

Mansﬂeld
| Mountaln

Hall Bends Halrpin

Charlies

CADY

ELL Pt

Class, where there was a multiple pile-up at the start which
involved many of ‘our’ cars, some of which are even now still
being repaired.

Cadwell saw the welcome return of Paul Lucas, a legend in
his own lifetime for his driving skills behind the wheel of a

Spitfire. Also out for the first time this year was John Davies in
: his Vitesse.

Having to complete at least three laps in practice to qualify for
the race, these were duly completed with some restraint, reac-
quainting myself with the track and getting to know Bullet a

little better, only to find that on lap five practice was red flagged

by a TR4 going off at a hairpin. After a long wait on the grid
whilst the track was cleared the restart lasted only one lap
before being red flagged again and finished, this time, by our
own Martyn Adams in the Turn Barrier at Hall Bends in his

red/yellow Spitfire IV. It transpired that his RH driveshaft had
snapped mid-corner, spinning the car into the barrier, shaking
Martyn and re-arranging the rear of his car. Thankfully, he was

not hurt. This is the second time | have seen this
happen on racing Spitfires this year and it has not
been an uncommon occurence in the past. The
solution that some racers have adopted has been to
have individual driveshafts made from high grade

steel but these one-offs are horrendously expensive.
Perhaps a trader could run off a short batch?

myself and John Davies.

2 J-‘Fi;'st time through the “Mountain Kinks" :
the TR7 V8 facing the ‘Wrong Way' which had just heen
. spun by another TR7 V8 right in front of me

drag and brake the TR8 that had got away, along the Park Straight to get past him.

i However he didn't like this at
Anyway, a secondhand driveshaft was found, | think from the ever helpful Jon : all and atthe Mountain kinks,

Wolfe, and duly fitted with everyone helping out, especially Andy Jowett who seemed : € tried the same move on

to be enjoying himself ‘too much’ reshaping (?) the rear of Martyn’s car with a large ; ™Me as he had previously on

club hammer! Qualifying results were a familiar story, with last year's Champion Jon the TR7 V8, banging into the

Wolfe first, followed by the fast but very reliable Steve Crane and Martyn Adams. @ Sidé of me and got past. Oh

: |
Further down the field, behind various TR machines was Paul Lucas, who had only : MY Ppoor carl See Over

just finished bedding-in his brakes when the session was red flagged, flanked by : Unbgkriown : e Paul
i Lucas, who had had a poor
start was now sycthing his
way through the field, such
that by the start of lap three,
. he was behind me, decisively
passing me at Charlies.
However, | was still not
having a good time with a
* pack of TRs behind. This
 situation though was soon to
end. Half a lap later | heard
that noise every racer fears,
the sound of marbles in a tin
can! | coasted into the pits
and straight on to the trailer -
my race was Over.

Paul Lucas had continued to

work his way through the
field to take a comfortable
A crackmg start saw me overtake eight cars to put me third ahead of Martyn and : first, followed by Steve Crane

some rather potent TR5, 6s and V8 TR7s, who immediately started to snap at the : Sécond, and Martyn Adams a

heels of this cheeky little car. At the Mountain kinks a pair of TR7 V/8s tussled, one : 900d third - considering his

spinning in front of me and missed me by inches. On the next lap | managed to out- ; ®arlier incident. Jon Wolfe

i had to retire with a misfire
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cover now revealed
excessive tappet clear-
ances on 7 and 8, which
spelt bent valves and so
the head had to come
off. FIG 4 shows what
greeted me when | took
the head off - a con rod
and gudgeon pin but no
piston in No. 4!! The
piston had completely

TR7 V8 Tyre marks down the side of Bullet as he
passed me at the Mountain Kinks. Fortunately
most marks polished off. My Rimmer Bros
Sponsor Sticker saved scratches on the wing

which  has  been
plaguing  him all
season, whilst Jon
Davis fared little
better, retiring due to
a radiator  cap
working loose. A long
drive home left me
pondering what had
gone in the engine
hoping beyond hope
that it was only
something little.

Back at base
removing the rocker

disintegrated, large
: remains of which in the form of aluminium shrapnel
were found in the inlet manifold and carburettor
* which goes to show the pulsing that goes on in the

Wot wo Piston?
The piston in Number 4 bore had
completely disappeared!!

What came out of the Inlet Manifold of
No. 4 - tiny pieces of aluminium Piston!

The failure is thought to be due to the
piston overheating as a result of an air

inlet system.
The bore was
badly scored
and the crank
likely bent. My
next race was

- others were found in the carbs.

leak around the Webber Gasket.

at Silverstone
in two weeks time and | wasn’t going to build a new
race engine in that time. It would have been easy to
call it day for this season, bearing in mind how
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much time | had already spent on the car. However,

I'd been putting off racing for so long now, | really couldn't
do it any longer. What's more, thirteen Spitfires were
entered for Silverstone and | wanted to be there. | needed
an engine quickly and my eyes fell on OSW, my trusty,
everyday Spitfire 1500, road car. “I'll use 0SW’s 1500
engine. It's solid, well run-in (60,000 miles) and | raced it
two years ago in Standard Class!”. Trouble was, | needed
an engine in OSW to get to work in - our trusty Club came
to the rescue, able to supply an engine next day - as
Bullett before the race. After some deliberation | declined

The weekend before Silverstone and armed with an
engine hoist, the two engine/gearboxes from OSW and
Bullet were removed in two hours; the O/D gearbox from
0SW fitted to the new club engine and then fitted back into
0SW with all its ancillaries, Bullet's race gearbox fitted to
0SW’s 1500cc engine and then fitted to Bullet and Bullet's
broken race engine assigned to the back of the garage.
Confused? | was with so many engine/gearbox combina-
tions in and out that day. Due to various specification dif-
ferences between OSW's standard 1500cc engine and the

detailed in an article elsewhere in this issue.

1300 racing engine, there were no

field, not even being able to complete with the Standard
Class Spitfires. Elsewhere, others were doing much
better. An exciting race was promised with Paul Lucas,
Kevin Ginger, Jon Wolfe, Steve Crane, Martyn Adams
and Andy Vowell, the top contenders in the
Championship, all together on the grid.

The comraderie amongst the TSSC Racers is well-
known and this was typified by Steve Crane’s generous
offer of his spare race engine, which | could fit to Silver

his kind offer, just in case it couldn’t be done in time.
The race for me was an embarrassment, as the rest of
the cars disappeared off into the distance, and |
proceeded around in isolation. However on the short
Silverstone Club circuit it wasn’t long before the lead
TRs lapped me, closely followed by Paul Lucas. Not long
after my rear view mirror was filled with a flight of four
Spitfires at full chat, almost abreast as they sped down
the main straight. The predicted battle between Kevin
Ginger, Steve Crane, Andy Vowell and Martyn Adams

racing ancillaries | could fit to the
1500cc engine not even the clutch
or flywheel. Consequently the
following weekend saw me driving
out onto the track at Silverstone in
Bullet with a completely standard
1500cc engine - definitely a case of
‘sheep in wolfs clothes’! However, |
was out racing again and it was
good to be present with nearly a full
field of TSSC Championship cars. |
had hoped that the light weight of
the Silver Bullet may assist the
1500's performance but it soon
became apparent during practice
that | had seriously miscalculated.
With valve bounce limiting peak
revs to about 5,700 on OSW's ‘well
used’ engine, and a very high differ-
ential ratio, my top speed was

Drulds
corner

Clay Hill

seriously handicapped. My worst - TN 7 - o
, _ fep Pﬂ\ Py
fears were confirmed by the practice § AN
d = . =

results; qualifying at the back of the

Lodge corner

Fosters

Knickerbrook

Old Hall

The Avenue
Cascades

Lakeside

Hill Top island Bend

Shell Oils

Foulstons
Foulstons corner
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was obviously in full flow as they disappeared out of
sight again. At the end of the race, they admitted that it
was the closest and best racing they had had this
season. The final placings were a comfortable first for
Paul Lucas, some 20 seconds ahead of second place
Kevin Ginger, who had had an ‘off’ but narrowly beating
third place Martyn Adams by half a second. Poor Jon
Wolfe was conspicuous by his absence, once again
suffering from engine problems but drew some comfort
from at last identifying the problem as a fuel pump.
Ralph Jame~ took the honours in the Standard Class with
Russell Munns a close second.

At the end of the race, Kevin ‘Kamakaz’ Ginger
mentioned that he had a spare engine that | could
borrow, which it transpired was the bottom end of his
race engine last year. Not wishing a repeat of the day’s
embarrassment, this was my only chance of achieving
some form of competitiveness before the end of the
season, and so took him up on his kind offer.

The next race was at Croft, near Darlington in Yorks,
which | didn’t attend as | was busy changing the engine
again(!) and so can't comment on the race. However, by
all accounts it was a very wet race with cars spinning off
feft, right and centre - those that did well ‘trod carefully’.
Jon Wolfe was back on form, only to be spun off by
another car but did manage to claim the fastest lap.
Meanwhile the Silver Bullet was having another trans-

plant replacing OSW's engine with Kevin’s bottom end.
To this | bolted my flywheel/clutch, other ancillaries and
cylinder head once the bent valves and pushrods had
been sorted out. To protect the engine | fitted an oil
cooler and a rev limiter set ‘sympathetically’ as the last
thing | wanted to do was to blow someone else’s engine.
Lastly the carbs were fitted which were jetted for my
more peaky cam but there was no time to change them,
starting the engine for the first time half an hour before
Bullet was loaded on the trailer for the next race at
QOulton Park, near Chester (Circuit Diagram previous
Page). Nearly three miles long, Oulton is another
favourite with TSSC racers, offering many challenges; a
banked corner at Shell Oils Corner, two chicanes, two |
blind hills, a long fast, sweeping right-hander and a

hairpin at Lodge.

Another good turnout by the TSSC especially by
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Championship contenders. Steve Crane all but has the
Championship in the bag but second place is still up for
grabs by Paul Lacas, Kevin Ginger, Jon Wolfe, Andy
Vowell or Martyn Adams, so some stirring racing yet
to come.

First time at the circuit for me and so, once again, the
first three qualifying laps were fairly restrained, more so
as the ‘new’ engine was tried out. However, because of
the long circuit, the fifteen minutes practice was over
before | felt | had got going and so | was quite pleased to
find that | had qualified fourth alongside Andy Vowell.
Once again Paul Lucas was fastest, followed by Steve
Crane and Martyn Adams. John Davies in the Vitesse was
suffering brake problems which he cured with a set of
Dolomite brake shoes angle-ground down to the width of
the GT6 ones!

Come the race, the green flag lap was marred by a TR4

going off at Shell Oils Corner. The

start was delayed while they
cleared the track and tension
mounted as 1| sat on the grid
alongside Andy Vowell who has a
reputation for good starts. Green
lights and another good start put
me up to second, ahead of Steve
Crane, Martyn and Andy with a
cushion of a TR. However, after a
lap, the TR took me at Lodge
Hairpin, through my inexperience
of the corner - but | was learning
quickly. Two laps later, Andy
Vowell was closing in on me, and
there followed some pretty close
racing until lap five where I ran
wide at Cascades, putting a wheel

Steve Crane

Paul Lucas ¢ 30
Kevin Ginger C 27
Andy Vowell (H 25
Martyn Adams C 24
i Jon Wolfe c 22
! Ralph Jane A 26
{ Nigel Gibbons A 13
! Russell Munns A 5

on the grass which was wet and
muddy and shot me back across
the track and into the path of Andy
Vowell who ‘collected’ the front of
the Silver Bullet, spinning the two
of us to the outside of the track and
that was the end of the race for me
with a2 smashed front end,
although Andy could continue,
albeit with a dented RHS. However,
as it transpired the race was inad-
vertently red flagged, finishing the
racing anyway.

The final positions were conse-
quently those on lap four: Paul
Lucas first, followed by myself,
Andy Vowell and Martyn Adams.
Steve Crane had sadly ended a two

to three season period of total reli-
» ability with a blown engine. In the
Standard Class Nigel Gibbons,
| after some close racing, got the
better of Ralph Jane to take
the honours.

Despite all the hard work that had
gone into the preparation of the

: front end of Silver Bullet, | had to be quite philosophical about the smash as
‘that’s racing’ and my fellow competitors had teased me that it would happen
ever since the Silver Bullet was rolled out. However a four hour drive home, with
the smashed front end in my rear view mirror was a little sad. With just three
races left in this year's Championship things are stilt pretty wide open as can
be seen from the Leaders Table. Whether or not the Silver Bullet makes them,
we'll have to see ... more late nights in the garage???

DRIVER

4

CLASS POINTS
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The Bond Equipe Camping

Weekend at Wroughton seemed to

go well with 9 cars attending.

attach a photo taken at the end
of the runway. The prize winners
Were as follows:

2+2 52 FMO Paul and Nicky Bower
4s NDF 181F Andy Belcher
2 Litre PLG 450H Clive Fisher
Best Car Overall PLG 450H
Clive Fisher
Thanks to Keith Dungworth of
Autosculpt  (0114274646883) for
providing the model cars for use on
the Trophies.

By Guy Singleton

I would be interested to hear if people prefer holding the event
ata show like this where there is something for others to do, or
if there is a preference for having a stand alone event.

True to form the furthest travelled car was a 2+2 with Bif
Pounds driving down for the day on Sunday - as can be seen
in the photo he needed a rest - even if the car didn't!

I'am still slaving away trying to get the 2+2 reg 653 UHY ready
for the Round Britain Run in October. The rear tub is now
sprayed and largely refitted; | have got to complete and refit the
doors and change the gearbox for an overdrive unit and then
put some miles on 1o see how she’s going - has only done 100
miles in the last 5 years!

I mentioned last month that | had bought a 4s from Jersey. |
have at long last got it registered unfortunately | was not able
to retain the original registration number as to-date | do not
have sufficient written documentation to prove the connection.
The car named Grace (as a shortening of the previous owner’s
“Grey Steed” plus my cars are female which also may explain

Camping Weekend 00

a lotl) is living up to her reputation of not going
anywhere without breaking down . . . :

.. It start at the very beginning:

In May | travelled to Weymouth with two friends of mine
Tim and Alma Fowle (a different way to spend their :

®7 Wedding anniversary !) to catch the 4.00 am ferry to
Jersey, arriving in St Helier at 7.30 am, so walked in
to town and found a cafe for a leisurely for
breakfast. Took a bus to St Aubin in order to meet
the owner Kate Tyler at 10.00 - after a little
searching found the house up a lovely alleyway ,
and met Kate and her husband. Kate had ordered
the car at the 1964 Motor Show, and being the 9th
built it must have been one of the first actually sold.
The car was originally Pearlescent White. She has
kept and loved the car ever since - it was resprayed
Silver sometime.

Having decided to buy the car, we were treated to
lunch and eventually left at about 3.30 pm to have
a drive around the island before catching the ferry .
On the drive we saw petrol at 68p/ltr so stopped and
filled up, then drove on looking at castles, bays beaches etc., all very
scenic! Then we noticed a smell of petrol - the fuel tank was leaking a
steady drip and would not be allowed on the ferry !

Found another garage bought 3 fuel cans and borrowed a pipe to
siphon out fuel - stops leaking. The seal on the fuel gauge sender unit




had dried out but was OK when :
resealed. All this meant no supper stop
so | bought fish and chips to eat and
joined the ferry queue. .
Arrived back in Weymouth at Midnight
in thick fog. We started homeward
bound but kept missing turnings (lights
poor - wrong battery - not charging).
Eventually got to Blandford following
Tim and Alma driving in their lights. ;
Stopped under some street lights, ;
removed the cover from the control box
with heavy object (Vitesse type so not
removable), pressed bottom relay -
lights ! 1 got home about 2.00 am very,
very, tired.

Next momning SEM, so down to my :
fathers to collect Sadie Dog and onto '
A303 - M3 all going weil until | came off
the motorway. the car stops at the
roundabout - couldn’t find fault but
battery a bit flat and water pump
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running well so next night leave to go to
¢ Oxford Area meet. The car gets 10 miles

now sorted!

starting to leak so relayed home - thanks
Footman James !
Change water pump - seems to be

and stops . Eventually gets going - again
I can find no cause, get home and take
convertible to the meeting very quickly!
Replace coil and fuel pump - all seems
OK and deliver to Paul Cull to carry out
the welding - Get back OK great all is

Got MOT- 2 Trunnions and make horn
work - not too bad. Eventually get the

i

Now for first proper outing WAC - go 1o

! the garage and fill up; great no fuel leak ,

help! forgot about the size of the fuef tank
- £36 ! Leave Sunday moming for WAC -
stops in Swindon | open bonnet and look
at engine - goes again! Not going to let

i this ... win . Not going back ... keep
{going . Tum off A38 into Avoncroft,

i top and blew through, fixed. Got home

engine cuts out - push and eventually roll
nto showground.

Problem eventually traced to broken
wire between coil and distributor

changed this still no go also had to
{ replace condense, great, engine running,
¢ now time to enjoy the show.

On the way home slight smell of petrof -

thought that this was the pipe into the
carbs which went away when travelling
quickly (Colin, were you going forwards
when | passed?). Stopped 20 miles later,
new registration number which arrived
August Bank Holiday weekend. :

rear float chamber overflowing! Took off

but I think fuel consumption took a knock!
Hopefully she will now settie down. In
reality all smafl faults due to very low

mileage in last few years,

Hope your cars are behaving!

n the rosy glow of winning

“Car of the Show” at Stafford

2000, Angela McGowan hit

me when | was at my most
vulnerable:  “Will you please
represent the T.5.5.C at the
regional heat of the Autoglym
Championship at Driffield, East
Yorkshire on August 20th? It is in
your neck of the woods so at
least it's local to you.” (130 miles
away from Poynton, South
Manchester, to Driffield.) But |
suppose when you live in Cornwall
anywhere south of London is local
to Yorkshire.

| viewed the prospect of entering
the Championship with a great deal
of trepidation. | have been involved
up to 1999 with my M.G. Midget
and with other restorations when
these  championships  were
supported by Benson and Hedges,
and even before that when
Thoroughbred and Classic Car
Magazine ran them in the early
eighties. They are the most serious,
intensive, competitive championships in the country. The competitors
are the most fastidious individuals you will ever meet in Concours com-
petition. Their attention to the minutest of detail has to be seen to he
believed. | expressed my fears to Angela, “No problem Ken. We want you
to enter in the Club Class, entrants not so keen, judges don’t scrutinise
the cars so thoroughly and anyway I've filled the form in now so you've
got to enter.” | reluctantly agreed.

The following Monday evening | receive a ‘phone call from Angela just
to make sure | hadn’t changed my mind. She said her and Andrew would
come to support if they could. No turning back now.

Saturday afternoon, one week and one day before the show and prepa-
ration of GTC 549K begins. First the underside and wheels, so front

¢ wheels off, wire wheels are
a cleaning nightmare, par-
! ticularly on the front
wheels where the disc pad
¢ dust sticks to the inside of
: the spokes like glue. The
i only way to remove this is
 to use a pressure washer,
i but beware, put the lance
£ of the washer too close to
i the spokes and you will
i blow the paint off. Leave

Autoglym 00
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the wheels to dry off and clean and polish under the whee-
larches and chassis, for non-concours competitors this :
must sound like absolute madness and a complete waste :
of time and effort. Before refitting the wheels clean and
polish ali suspension parts, rear axle drive shafts, brake :
back plates and diff. Polish inside of the wheels, much
easier when they are off, clean the inside of the tyres with i
rubber cleaner and refit all round. Next, under the bonnet, '

first all the dead flies from inside of bonnet lid and polish
then polish all painted surfaces, rubber cleaner on all i
66
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hoses, and the final touch
‘Duraghit’ the copper brake
and clutch lines ‘il they
sparkle. Bonnet closed, car
returned to garage, five
hours have elapsed with
very little to show for my
efforts, except for
extremely sore finger tips
from trying to clean
between the spokes of the
wire wheels.

Sunday afternoon 13th
August, time to turn my
attention 1o the inside of
the GT6 and the topside.
Start with the interior, a
little tip here, always clean all surfaces inside the car
before vacuuming as you invariably get bits of cleaning
cloth dropping on the carpets. If you clean the windows
and interior after vacuuming you will have to do it again.
Furniture polish the wooden dash, clean inside glass, not
forgetting the glass on the dials and the interior mirror,
vinyl clean all surfaces not forgetting the seais and
dashboard top, and the final touch, rubber clean the

pedal rubbers. Remove tool kit set from the boot area,
make sure the spare wheel is clean and rubber clean the

tyre, as this will be removed on judgement day for inspec-
tion. In my case the wheel is new as is the tyre, but at this
level of competition it must also be dust free. Finally on
the interior, vacuum the interior making sure you get into
every crevice and don't forget to tilt the seats to ensure :
nothing turks beneath them, (a previous concours “tip of

the month” from Angela.)

The easy bit of preparing the car now, the exterior; Polish
the body ensuring that all dead flies squashed onto the
bonnet are removed, don't forget the low-slung number
plate which also acts as a battering ram for flies. Use glass
cleaner for all exterior glass not forgetting a final wipe of
the headlights with glass cleaner for that extra sparkle
(another previous “tip of the month”). Finally before
putting the car away | remove all books, handbook, :
passport to service book, brochure etc. from the inside of
the car. Return car to the garage and cover with cotton i

TR

cover, this saves the job of removing spider droppings
from the paintwork later, these little black specs are i
difficult to remove. 9 hours work, and the car doesn’t look

much different, but | know it looks as well as it can.

Monday 10th August, 7:30 pm. Time to turn my attention
to bits and pieces, starting with the tool kit, jack, wheel
brace, wire wheel hammer (this is new, | use a second

hammer when removing the wheels), plug spanner and

spanners supplied with the tool kit. These are polished
(whilst watching Coronation Street), inspected for i

chipped paint, touched up if necessary, wrapped individ-
ually to ensure they don’t bang together and returned to
the tool bag.

Tuesday 15th August. Paperwork and organising the
trip to Driffield. Find M.0.T. certificates for last 2 years,
these are inspected for Club Class entries at Autoglym
heats, as it is a stipulation that the car must cover at least
1000 miles per year. Phone a friend in the motor trade
near to Driffield to ask if we can leave the car with him
overnight on the Saturday, as | don’t fancy a three hour
drive on the Sunday, in bad weather, and then have to
clean the car up again, He agrees we can lgave the car
undercover with him overnight. He suggests that we stay
at the Bell Hotel Driffield, three miles from him, we agree
and book the Saturday night. This means of course that
we have to take two cars to the show, but we think this
is the best option.

Wednesday 16th August. Gave the car a miss, played

Badminton instead.
Thursday 17th August. Decided to give the car a treat
and fill it with 4 star for the journey, filled up, 30 mile
round trip. The GT6 definitely performs better with 4 star
than L.R.P, plus L.R.P leaves sooty deposits in the twin
exhaust outlet pipes, 4 star leaves the pipes a much

healthier light grey.
Friday 18th August. Assembled the bits and pieces
required for a major concours event, plus a 250 mile
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round trip in a 30 year old car. Fortunately the following
will all be carried in my company car which Maureen will
be following me in to the show. The kit comprises a small
hydraulic jack, | can’t possibly use the car jack as | cannot :
risk scratching the paint. A box containing polish, glass
cleaner, rubber cleaner, P.V.C. sheen, Duraglit, cleaning :

‘k Y {emh, T

car cover.
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cloths, yellow dusters, leathers, sponges, 2 litres of water
and a bow! should there be no available water on site. A
bag containing tool kit and wheel spinner hammer, battery
car vacuum cleaner, two umbrellas, rally jackets, caps and :
ten litres of the “Golden Liquid” 4 Star fuel and finally the
i excellent dealership. Tony bids us good luck and we are
Saturday 19th August Day starts with a round of golf, |
can't miss this it's vital for my sanity!. Lunchtime, cars i
loaded and we set off for Driffield. We are much relieved
as during the morning we had had showers but as we :
prepare to leave the roads have dried and the sun is
shining. If it stays dry for the next 3 hours this would save i
at least 2 hours re-cleaning on arrival. 90 minutes later we :
stop at Hartshead Moor Service on the M62 motorway,
parking in the remotest part of the parking area to avoid :
the other cars opening doors on to our panels. A bronze
yellow MGB GT slows as he passes our car and the driver i
of the MG and | exchange grins as he also opts for a
deserted part of the parking area. On we go through Leeds :
towards Hull and arrive at our destination, Broach Hill
Garage, Driffield at 5 pm. After a quick coffee, Maureen

and | take the flies off the car and whip over the tyres
with rubber cleaner. We cover the car, which is to be kept
indoors overnight and set off for our overnight stay at
the Bell Hotel. After showering we enjoyed an excellent
dinner and bottle of wine and both felt well satisfied that
the car was ready for tomorrow’s show, prepared and

Sunday 20th August. Up at 7 am, to check the weather
- sun just rising, no sign of rain. Perfect. Breakfast at 8.
15 am and we arrive at Broach Hill at 9 am to collect the

car from Tony Goode the General Manager of this

now on our way to the show. Twenty minutes later we
enter Normandy Barracks where the show is being held
and join a queue of about 50 cars also entering the show.
Autoglym Concours is only a small part of this massive
motoring event. As we are waiting to enter the tempera-
ture gauge needle begins to move alarmingly past the
halfway mark and it is obvious that the engine is getting
very hot just ticking over and I'm becoming more
anxious. Just as | contemplate pulling out of the queue
to allow the engine to cool we are waved forward and
directed to the Autoglym Area.

Concludes
Next Month

SPITFIRE

L GT6

HERALD

HERITACE APPROVED) ST VITESSE
18 Arden Business Centre, Arden Road,
Alcester, B49 6HW

Tel: 01789 400449 Fax: (01789) 400708

@ Do you need a supplier who can supply spares for
your Spitfire, GT6, Herald or Vitesse then why
not try us at “John Hill’s™?

@ Of course not all parts are available new, so we
may be able to assist you from our range of second
hand spares.

® From the smallest nut and bolt to engine/gearbox
spares to suspension components to Body panels to
Interior Trim, if it’s available we can supply you.

@ 50 Page Triumph Catalogue & Price Supplement
available on request, please phone for details.

Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm & Saturday 9am to 3pm

E-mail: woody @johnhills.co.uk Web: www.johnhills.co.uk

{SPITFIRE MODELS

CHRONO
O M SPITFIRE MK IV

Approx 6” - 7" long

SM100

£16.99
inc VAT

These superb NEW Models are now available from TSSC Regalia.
Available in 3 colours - Racing Green - White & Black. These are
only available in LHD format but are by far the best quality and [l
size model around. Should you wish to personalise your model,
don’t forget we stock aerosols of ALL SPITFIRE

kTriumph Colours!

.ail: qufaol.om
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Here's another selection of your

questions and answers coming
from phone calls to me ... you
can call me on 01633 412377
(between 6pm and 7pm only)

or e-mail me at

carl@heinlein.freeserve.co.uk
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am afraid that this

months article is

answering e-mails that |

had back in May and June
this year, so please be patient if
you're still waiting. By and
large, | answer guestions in the
order | receive them and |
cannot take up any more pages
in the Courier and | don’t want
to give shorter/worse(?)
answers. What's really needed
is another Technical Secretary
who can share the
workload....... any volunteers,
seriously! Speak to Bill or me if
you're interested. Anyway,
down to business..........

LRP issues

Q. “I recently bought my
first Triumph - a ‘71 MklV

Spitfire - which I'm pleased to
say | am absolutely delighted
with. | read with interest the
queries relating to LRP in the
August issue of The Courier
and thought I'd throw in my
comments. The car has not
been converted to unleaded
and the previous owner said
he’d run it on LRP without any
problems. I've only filled up
twice so far, the first time from

By Carl Heinlein

i a Shell station, the second from Texaco. | cannot say I've
} noticed much difference between the two fuel types, but | do
i have a problem with “pinking” once the car has warmed up.
i This occurs under even relatively light load on the engine, but is
i particularly noticeable when going up hill and usually necessi-
! tates changing down, despite the revs being above 2500. Does
¢ LRP have a lower octane level than 4 star? Or is likely to be the
i timing that s too far advanced? Is it simply a matter of retarding
i the timing slightly, or is there a possibility of a more sinister
i problem. | believe the engine was overhauled about 10 years
i (but only 2-3,000 miles) ago, so | presume it shouldn't simply be
¢ wear. Thanks for the advice in Courier and keep up the
¢ good work!!

Jonathan Wright

A. Sounds to me like your problem is nothing to do with the
i LRP. Start at the book setting for the ignition advance setting. If
i your car pinks, try retarding the ignition 2°at a time until the car
! is just off the setting at which it pinked. In past months, | have
¢ also recommended disconnecting the vacuum advance connec-
! tion to the distributor (blanking off the pipe to prevent air being
i sucked in to the inlet manifold). | have found (as have many
i members) that this means that you can run back at the ‘book’
¢ ignition advance setting for your car.

“On the subject of LRP you asked for feedback on different

i makes. | always use the same garage which is Fsso and
generally speaking my car runs 0.K. The other day however |
! was caught with the petro/ gauge down in the area that makes
you twitch and decided to pull in to a Texaco garage. The differ-
i ence was quite marked and | couldn’t wait to get back to the
¢ FEsso variety. The next test is running it on unleaded with an
¢ additive. I'l et you know the results. In the long term | intend to
fit an unleaded head as | think it is the only real way forward.”

Keith Radmore

i “....Moving on to the vacuum advance unit on the 2 Lir Mk2. |
! agree with your comments. On a standard engine, in good
¢ condition, running on the old 4 star using half throttle climbing a
i steep hill at 50 - 60 mph will cause the engine to pink. But at full
! throttle no problem i.e. no vacuum. This was highlighted when
i we lost the 5 Star and had to run on 4 Star. The problems
¢ gradually got worse as the time went by due to the octane
¢ reduction of the old 4 Star and finally LRF | ended up fitting a
Y Vacuum unit with less advance and changing second stage
i advance spring in the distributor to the same type as the first
i stage spring. This meant | can run the timing at the correct

fuelcats would have been in regular use 70 years ago.

fixing problems - The mechanic knows to hit it. The

Techmoal

setting and maintain the low rev torque. Another way :
may be to fit a Mk 1 distributor, as this has lower :
advance curves. It should be said that the fitting of an
unleaded head does not mean you can run the 2 Ltr :
engine on 95 octane unleaded and if super unleaded |
is phased out, without a lower compression ratio we :
are stuck with LRP. With this in mind | have run my '
Vitesse 2 Ltr Mk 2 for the last 10 months on LRP. As it
is my every day car it has covered 7k miles with no '
problems. Due to a head gasket going just before the
leaded petrol ended there is no so called lead
memory. The head/valves were like new hence |
refitted the standard head and apart from the above
timing mods all has been well using LRP for the fast
7k miles. | have found Texaco LRP gives good results. :
However, using BP | have had consistent pinking
problems with their LRP and super unleaded when it ;
was available. What about additives, well as | use the
car every day | just want to fill it up and drive it. | also :
have my doubts as to how effective they are. Then the larger inlet valves and has been flowed and skimmed to
there are these Fuelcats, well talk to the chemists in
the petroleum industry. | have and they doubt the | SU's with AAM needles, ‘yellow’ damper springs, inlet
fuelcat system can work. Petroleum companies spent | trumpets and sock filters (definitely better performance
millions putting additives in petrol. If it was that easy !

knowing what force to use category. Keep up the excellent
work. 35 years driving Triumphs is a drug! Regards”
Dave Rumens

Q- “I would like to share my experience of LRP in the
light of all the negative mail you have been receiving on this
subject and your request for information about specific
brands of LRP. First of all | will give you a little background
on my car in order to put my experiences into context. |
have owned my 1973 MkIV Spitfire, RPK 593L, since April
1994. In this time it has been my only car and as such is
used daily. Give or take, year to year | average 12000 miles
a year in the trusty Spit’" During my ownership RPK 593L
has been modified with the primary aim of making it go
faster. Engine, suspension and brakes have all been tuned
along with the general maintenance and rust-duelling.

I will concentrate on the engine since this is the bit of
relevance to LRP. The engine is 1313cc having been
rebored +20", The head is the original late MkIV head with

raise compression to 10.75:1. It has a high-lift cam; HS4

than K&Ns); a 4-branch exhaust manifold with home-made

i 2" centre pipe and single “Muffle Diver” Cherry Bomb
LRP - There have been many bad remarks made i silencer; oil cooler; large radiator (more later); Lucas 4504
about LRP and | agree that though some brands do :
seem to give problems on our cars. However, | feel '
many of the difficulties people are experiencing are '
due to other problems with their cars not the LRP |
have found the 1500 engine will happily run on LRP
and unleaded 95 octane with little or no adjustment to
the timing. The unknown issue fs the valve seats and ruin the handling by putting a big lump of a 6 cylinder up
this may vary from model and age of the cars. When
I was rebuilding the 1500 engine in my Herald 2 years i
ago | fitted an unleaded head. There was no extra
cost against rebuilding a head to a standard spec. :
Since then | have run, 10k miles, the Herald on both i
forms of unleaded leaded and LRP with little differ- '
ence in the performance or problems. | think the lack
of difficulties has more to do with everything being in
good order than an unleaded head, The present LRP
and unleaded situation is like the fears over radio :
masts....real witch doctor stuff. One final thought on

distributor with Maestro electronic ignition.

The ignition is a recent modification and the car has been
run on LRP with the original Delco dizzy, the Lucas dizzy
with points and the Lucas dizzy with the electronic ignition.
The engine is producing somewhere in the region of
100bhp. It is a touch quicker than an unmodified GT6 {why

front? (..don't start that debate - Carl). | like to describe my
driving as ‘enthusiastic” and I do use the performance that
is available. The head work was carried out in December
1997 and so had two years and about 24000 miles for a lead
memory to build up.

Since | do relatively high mileage, drive the car hard and it
has had the head reworked not-so-long ago | should be the
ideal candidate for valve seat problems. | started running
on LRP in December 1999 and, more by luck than
judgement, had checked the valve clearances just before
the change. | have now been using LRP continuously for 8

months and around 8000miles. | have just checked my valve
technician knows where to hit it. The engineer knows
how much force should be used when hitting it. The !
scientist invented the whole process. | fit in the '

clearances and they haven't changed since December.
I have not had to after the ignition settings and have run at
10 degrees BTDC with all three of the ignition set-ups.

Al
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I have not noticed any difference whatsoever :
between leaded four star and LRP. No pinking,
no loss of performance, no starting problems, |
no rough-running. On my trip from Eastbourne
to Stafford | got 42mpg. | more or less without

fail fill-up at Esso petrol stations. However, |

the New Forest during which | got very low on

fuel without an Esso station in sight. | filled-up

at a BP station and the car ran as per normal

for the 100 mile return trip. | have used other
A- Thanks for that Keith, Dave and Neil. So, another two votes
! for ESSO and one for and one against both TEXACO and BP. On the
i ‘swing-ometer’, that makes our running totals on the LRP fuel
¢ survey;
star and | had planned on using this if my valve |

brands of LRP in the last 8 months without
problem. A garage about 2 miles from my
home in Eastbourne, but not on any route |
regularly take, has started selling leaded four

clearances had reduced. As they haven't |

shall avoid the inconvenience of special trips

to this one garage.

On a different subject, | will get back to the
radiator mentioned earlier. Other club

members may like to know of my cooling

solution. | am using a radiator from a Peugeot |
205. | wanted a full width radiator with an
electric fan but objected to paying £180 or
i afar greater part in your experiences with LRP as opposed to the
¢ manufacturer of the fuel.....as | write this, just getting some fuel
the radiator and established that it would fitin
the Spit” and that the hose connections were
in the right corners. | obtained a like new
i passed these on to both Bill and Peter at the Club HQ to see what
¢ they can do. One other good suggestion has been to include all
i technical pages (whether it is these Question and Answer sessions
i or stand-alone technical articles) in the centre of the magazine.
! This would allow members to pull these out and keep their own

more for the proprietary items.
A work colleague had a 205 and | measured

radiator assembly from a scrap yard for £20.
This included the (aluminium cored) radiator,
electric fan, wiring, hoses, expansion bottle
and housing. The radiator fitted on the
standard brackets on the chassis (allowing

reversion to standard if desired) with the aid of
some small angle brackets. The housing had to

be cut between the radiator and expansion
bottle and the expansion bottle part re-

routing of the upper hose to the Spitfire ther-

mostat housing. This wanted to go through the
¢ Sparkrite ignition system and hope the following may help. | have
to the alternator to overcome this problem
i fitted when | bought it four years ago. If not the same as M.

alternator fan! | initially used a shield strapped

until a fellow club member suggested using a
Vitesse thermostat housing which has a
different angle on the pipe. This proved ideal,

A friend has adopted an alternative solution.
He already had a new full width radiator and
wanted an electric fan. He found that Mk/

Fiesta’s have a thermostat housing which is
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near identical to the Spitfire but for the addition of a threaded
boss which holds a thermostatic switch. My friend has used this
along with the Fiesta’s electric fan.

As a suggestion, could technical articles, such as the one on the
Maestro ignition, be made available to members on a secure

i area of the club website? Many people recently seemed inter-
have just returned from a few days camping in :

ested in this modification and all the help that could be offered
was to buy a back issued Courier. | was lucky enough to find one
at Leatherhead. Best regards”

Neil Thatcher

- LRP to go for; ESSO 5 votes
MURCO 1 vote
Texaco - 2 votes
BP 2 votes

- LRP to avoid; BP 2 votes
Shell 1 vote
TEXACO 1 vote

So, the only conclusion | can draw from this is that ESSO seems
to be a good LRP. However, | completely agree with Dave Rumens;
the state of your engine and the car’s state-of-tune probably play

is all that’s important!!!
Neif's radiator solution sounds interesting, and good value. With
regard to your comments on the secure area of the website, | have

library of technical articles......what about it Bernard?
{ Carl - over the years | have found members hate destroying

i their magazines but the answer is on hand in that we have just
i produced an updated Technical Article Directory of ALL
attached by two bolts through the housing at
90 degrees pointing forward. The very long 205 |
hoses were shortened to the required length
and fused 12V wired to the thermostatic }
switch. The only initial problem | had was the

Technical articles ever published in the Courier and Turning
Circles. This is a Quick reference Booklet so there is no excuses
for finding the article/s anyone should Require. What's wrong
with purchasing a back issue? it's what helps to pay for the
CURRENT ones!)

(!. “I have just read this months Courier question about the
a 1973 MKIV Spitfire that had Sparkrite TX1002 electronic ignition

Curzons, it must be very similar as it has the same switch; from
conventional to off to electronic. | do not have a wiring diagram

but can describe the wiring arrangement quite simply:

There are five wires leaving the ‘biscuit tin’:- Blue, Green, Yellow,
White and Orange.
- Blue goes to the positive terminal on the coil.

l

I

SPECIALISTS IN RE-IMPORT OF CALIFORNIAN
ROT-FREE TRIUMPH AND MGs

EXAMPLE PRICES FOR A1 CONDITION SPITFIRE PARTS
(ALL PLUS VAT)

BooyskeLL (LHD) Exciupes Doors anp Boorup From  £500 - £950
Rigst Hano Drive Convension (MeTaLwoRrk oNwy) INc. Pagrs  £175
CompLeTe Bonner Assembly (INc. Cowws, Irons Erc.)  £250 - £350

Doogrs £50 - £85
Bootup £50 - £85
CHassis £125-£195

SuiGHtLy Damacep PanEL-Work OFFERED AT Discount
CompLeTe VEHiCLES ALso AvaiLABLE From As Lime As  £1500

ALWAYS DISMANTLING BOTH UK AND ROT-FREE IMPORT VEHICLES FOR QUALITY
PARTS, CoLLECTION OR MAl. OrDER SERVICE - CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED.

LIMITED NUMBER OF PROPERLY PREPARED VEHICLES OFFERED FOR SALE FROM
£2500 - £5000 EITHER RIGHT OR LEFT HAND DRIVE.

PLEASE CALL TO CHECK ON STOCK OR DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS.
SOME CHEAPER PROJECTS USUALLY AVAILABLE.

FutL WonksHop FaciLTIES AVAILABLE FOR RESTORATION, REPAIR, SERVICE
or MOT Wonri. No JoB T00 LARGE OR SMALL!! ESTIMATES GIVEN.
British Waterways Yard, *

Cavendish Bridge, Shardiow, Derby.
{2 miles off Jct. 24 - M 1)

(FAX / Telephone: 01332 799298 )

- Green is earthed on the bulkhead, (where the
coil is bolted to the bulkhead).

- Yellow goes to the negative terminal on the coll.
- White is not used on my car. (see below).

- Orange goes to a small orange (transceiver?)
inside the distributor cap.

There is an orange collar below the rotor arm. The base A
plate is earthed to the distributor body via the wire latch | L% «Thanks for your practical comments on tuning
i modifications, Michael, and on the Sparkrite ignition
i systems. | have been kindly sent and offered photo-
: copies of the instruction manuals for the SX1000 and
Switching to “off or to ‘conventional’ with the engine | the TX 1002 systems by Jack Hind, lan Brother and
running results in it cutting out. It is possible that the
: members in difficulty. As far as what modification you

¢ should make next, the overdrive conversion wins hands

attachment on the side of the cap. There is no condensor
or conventional points fitted and surprise, surprise my
arrangement only works on the electronic setting!

white wire would take over the operation if the conven-
tional points etc. had been retained but this is only spec-

ulation. Hope this helps to solving M.Curzons problem and
i drive, increase its value and desirability. Fitting Webers
My Spitfire does about 14,000 miles a year as my i will help you get to maximum revs in fourth a bit
everyday car and in that time it has always started first '

i rest of the engine has been modified to complement

doesn't just add further mystery!

time, so although | have been tempted to upgrade to a

more modern alternative, it would seem rather pointless,
¢ balancing, etc, etc.). If you try to sell the car in the
i future, you are also likely to have a reduced number of

{no joke intended). On an unrelated topic, | went from
running on the standard 4.5J wheels fitted with 155 to

5.5J (Minilite style), running 175°s last year. This was after :
i unmolested cars.....which is bad news for petrol-heads
i like you and | who like to modify and go faster.

reading many conflicting opinions on what it would do the
handling of the car and basically just risking it. | was

amazed at just how much better the car is to drive, or :

¢ more importantly stop! | drive the car quite hard and it
¢ had an alarming tendency to lock up the front wheels
¢ when braking - this has been completely cured. Also,
! there is no discernible change in the feel of the
¢ steering - which many people had warned of. The car
i feels much more stable cornering and the only down
! side s a slight increase in road noise, {as you can't
i hear much over the sports exhaust this s not a
¢ problem for me!). If anyone else is hesitating about
i going to the wider wheel/tyre - | would say it's worth
the investment.

Of all the modifications I've made to the Spitfire

ftubular S/S manifold and sports exhaust, K&N's, Cross
Drilled brake discs and stainless hoses, alloys and
i 175's), the most useful (as opposed to the most fun!)
i has also been the cheapest;- the fitting of an electric
¢ washer pump in place of the old manual pump! | was
i able to source this from Winns & Co. {sorry if spelt
incorrectly) last year and it looks the same as the old
¢ manual switch to anyone but a Concours judge. This
i means the screen is kept clean easily and safely
i without having to take your hand off the wheel for ten
¢ minutes trying to pump enough water onto the screen
to re-hydrate the dead bugs! This is a saviour to me as
¢ I drive all year round and on the motorway. This finally
! Jeads me to a question! | am on a limited budget and
¢ can only make one modification this year. Bearing in
{ mind all of the above, would you advise me to spend
i my money on a) An overdrive conversion (red fine in
fourth is painful on the car and my ears!) or b) Twin
i Weber DCOE 40's, (it secretly wants to be a Caterham).
i Kind Regards,”

Michael Bird.

George Walker and can supply these to any other

down, in my view. It will make your car much nicer to

quicker, but they only really become a benefit when the

them (such as compression ratio, head work, cam,

interested buyers. Most buyers prefer to buy original,

Overdrive first, then Webers, head and camshaft!
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Q = “On the suggestion that you publish enquirers’
emaijl addresses. You may know that there are at least

Spitfires, and one UK based on all Triumphs (see :

below). They already fulfill the function Van Hamlin wheel to avoid the inner part of the wheel catching on the

suggests, of getting all and sundry to offer their six i suspension / brakes etc. Obviously with such a wide

penn’orth, some nearly as good as your advice and  wheel the room for the tyre may be a problem and | am

some just crazy. The poor feature of all of them, and of quite prepared to fit wider wheel arches, but the race reg-

the proposal, is that enquirers cannot search the : jarions do not favour using spacers to move the wheel

postings without going through them all, to see if their away from the hub so I ideally need a wheel that will be

own problem has already been discussed. This could | igar on the inside edge.

save them and you, a lot of time!

Rather than set up yet another standard BB, whichis ¢ s letter so that any other readers can shed some light

what the proposal would do in effect, would the TSSC ! on the subject of alternative wheel availability.

be interested in sponsoring a searchable BB? iain@iainfrost.freeserve.co.uk. Thanks,”

Unfortunately - or else | could sell them one! - I can't

suggest how this might be done.

On the sticking starter - could this be due to oiling the :

pinion, rather than using the traditional graphite?

familiar to you) :
- TriumphSpitfire.com
{www.triumphspitfire.com/BBS. html)
- Triumph Spitfire Information Exchange
fwwwi.insidetheweb.com/usr/localfitw/docs/
messageboard/mbs.cgi/mb131952)
- The Triumph Enthusiasts’ BB

- There is also a UK version of the TSIE at:
www.insidetheweb.com/usr/local/itw/docs/
messageboard/mbs.cgi/mb776223

but it is very little used.
Best wishes, and thanks for all the wisdom.”

A.Thanks for those links, John.
Happy surfing everyone.

noticed in this month’s edition you answered a

that prompted me to write.
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wheels to order. Possibly even more useful, can you tell
me what the wheel nut centres are and whether any -
: modern cars have the same nut arrangement so that |

two USA based Bulletin Boards (BB), mainly on : might be able to pick up a second hand set.

Do you know what the minimum wheel offset is for a 7"

Please feel free to publish my e-mail address if you print

lain Frost

A- lain, the only safe way is for you to make your own
¢ measurements.....unless, of course, you buy the ‘standard’
Internet Bulletin Boards (forgive me if they are already i alloy wheel offerings from Triumph traders or the Club
i (where the fitment has been checked before). If you go on
i someone else’s advice, it could be wrong and it's your cash

you've wasted.

I'd recommend bolting up a standard 5 or 51/2” wheel and

i physically measuring the clearances to the car. On the rear,
! pay particular attention to the clearance between the tyre
: and the wheel-arch lip’, the radius arm and the clearance to
{www. british-cars.co.uk/egi-bin/gen5?runprog=trbbs | the shock absorber to the top of the tyre. On the front,
i check clearance to the top wishbones on full lock as well as
i the wheel-arch ‘lip’. All you then need to do is measure (or
i read, if you're lucky) the offset of the wheel you have used
i 1o check the clearances and you can then estimate the new
. i position of the inner wheel rim. Don’t forget, that if you
John Davies ¢ measure with a 51/2” rim, and you want to use a 7" rim, the
i inner rim of the wheel will already move toward the centre

¢ of the car by 3/4” FOR THE SAME WHEEL OFFSET.

There is a company called ‘Image’ wheels (0121 522 2442)

Q ‘ who manufacture 3-piece wheels to order. | think that this
= "I wondered if you might be able to help me. | '} means you can almost have any wheel width you want. This

i is the company Zoe Read was going to use and you see
question for Zoe Read on wheel widths and it was this

adverts for their wheels in the ‘Car and Car Conversion’ /

¢ 'Fast Car’ magazines, etc.

Not long ago | bought a car which has had some :
work done to it for track use. The regulations for the |
TSSC/ TR Register championship that | hope to enter
the car in next year allows a maximum wheel width of | with my 1971 GT6 (Mk3). The engine has been misfiring
7 inches but they must be a 13 inch diameter and the |
tyres must be no more than a 60 profile. Most of the '
companies selling alloy wheels do not offer a 13"
wheel 7" wide and those that do are rather expensive. :
I plan to advertise for a set of wheels in the ‘Parts i
Wanted' column of the magazine but | suspect that |
will be lucky to find a set of alloys the right size. Do
you know of any wheel manufacturers that will supply '

Q. “I have a question about an intermittent problem

under load very occasionally for some time, but in the last
few weeks has become much worse. Even under light
load (cruising along level road), the engine misfires inter-
mittently losing nearly all power and then returning to
normal. There doesn’t seem to be any pattern, except that
it is generally worse when the engine is cold. During the
course of normal servicing in the past 18 months the spark
plugs, points, distributor cap, rotor arm and HT leads have

all been replaced, without any effect on the problem. This
seems to point either to a more fundamental problem
with the ignition system or a fuel system problem. The car
idles fine, and revs freely with no load (thus the problem

is hard to re-create whilst peering under the bonnet). The
spark plugs for one carburettor look quite healthy with a

deposit, indicating a rich mixture.

Atternpts to weaken the mixture using the special tool
have met with limited success as | cant move the

adjuster and am reluctant to put too much force on it. |

have also had problems with a petrol leak from the
bottom of the float chambers of both of the carburettors,
from the blanking plug. The Haynes manual suggests that
this may be due to a rubber 0-ring around the plug in the
darkest depths of the carburettor which even they admit
is ‘only to be attempted if you are sure that the ring is

perished’. | have had some experience of SU carburet-

tors on a friend’s Spitfire and they seem to be much more
conducive to being worked on. In short, | would like to

know whether the misfiring problem | have been experi-
encing sounds as if it could be caused by the carburet-

tors, and whether it is worth persevering with the
Strombergs and re-building them or swappifg them for

SU HS6s instead ? Thanks in advance”

A- | agree that it does sound like a carburettor
problem but don’t rule out the ignition. Starting with the
carbs, | would stick with the Strombergs, but you need to
get the leaks and the needle adjustment fixed. The |
adjusters in the dashpot centre are really weak though.
You are right not to force it; if you do, the hexagonal
socket simply shears and you have to get repair parts.
Luckily, when 've done this, | have had another carb to |
cannibalise. Coupled with the leakage you describe, |
recommend that you exchange your carbs for recondi-
tioned units. If you strip and rebuild the existing items, |
suspect that you'll also find the butterfly spindlies and

hores are worn and this can cause misfiring also.

Before that though, | would check your ignition over. A
weak spark can work fine at low load but as the mixture
richens under load, a much more powerful spark is
required. Check the condensor and the coil. Frequently,
the coils on Vitesse and GT6 engines breakdown because

they get a cooking being bolted to the engine.

One fast thought. It may be worth checking that you are
not getting fuel starvation due to rust in the fuel tank.
When I had a Mkill GT6, [ had a problem whereby the car
just wouldn't pult under load and got worse the harder you
drove it. A bit of gentle driving and everything was OK
again, as fuel slowly came through from the tank. You
could blow back through the fuel line and it was OK again
for a day or so. | fixed it in the end by fitting a slightly :

longer pipe into the bottom of the fuel tank, keeping the
end above the layer of rust debris in the bottom of the
tank. (on Vitesses and Heralds, this can become a
problem when you changeover to ‘reserve’ and the pipe

sucks up the rust. The solution is to clean the tank out
i ornot use ‘reserve’!
grey brown deposit, but the other ones have a dry, black

Q- “I've recently bought a GT6MKIIl, and it came
with a spare single rail overdrive gearbox. Now [ don't
NEED a spare gearbox at present, because the one
installed is fine. Because though, one day | might, |
took it, along with the car. Why not, | thought.... but it's
a J-type overdrive. And, though the bellhousing has
some similarities with the one | can see in the car, |
don’t think it's out of a GT6... because | know that the
Laycock overdrive on GT6s is a “D” type. (My GT6 has
overdrive). It's my first GT6 (Spitfire 1500s previously),
and the bellhousings are, I think, different from say,
Spitfire’s. Here's my (layman's) comparison of bellhous-
ings, which | hope will give clues as to where the
“spare” one originates from:

- Spitfire 1500 clutch slave on the underside of the
bellhousing

- GT6MkIII clutch slave on offside of bellhousing,

prominently visible, half way up (much better access
Graham Weston

than the Spit!)

- "Spare” same as GT6MkIll BUT the starter motor
“bulge”on the GT6 bellhousing is on the SAME side as
the clutch slave aperture, whereas the “spare” bell-
housing has the starter motor “bulge” on the
OPPOSITE side to the clutch slave.

So question number 1 is: what might the “spare”
gearbox be from? And, if one day | need to, might it be
interchangeable with the “D” type? | can eliminate the
Dolomite 1500 as a candidate, because | installed one
from a Dolly straight into my Spitfire 1500. But it could
be a Triumph 2000, 2500, Dolomite 1850 etc..It would be
worth keeping if it would serve as a replacement, but
otherwise.... Question number 2 is, if it won't go in my
GT6, would it be of interest to, say, a Spitfire 1500

DON HOODS

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE!

DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS -
WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ETTER THAN ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT QUALITY

TITCHED AND WELDED FOR MAXIMUM LIFE vy id
WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOLRS AYAILASLE
@ ALL FASTENERS & FITTINGS INCLUDED
1CE
LEAFLET AND PRI
FoR ST cc.-mTCAc:‘“i
Don Trimming Co. Lte.
Wainpton Road; Birmingham B23 73}
Tel: 0121 373 1313
SOUTHERN SALES OFFICE
Tel: 01202 417! CARPET SETS FOR MOST MODELS | vt =

s
24 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE — WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE I
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UPPLIERS OF TRIUMPH PARTS
TO THE TRADE & RETAIL PUBLIC

MORE STOCK AVAILABL
MANY ITEMS STOCKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS

TO BODY SHELLS

CALL NOW

Front iower valance 1200
Front lower valance 13/60 O

HERALD/VITESSE R 0ot Iotwar farel Tler Uit ang R
. Bornnet hinge pivot box (RKC362/3

Front lower valance Vitesse O.E
Herald 13/60 front el 812140 .

1200 front wings .

13/60 front wings

Vitesse front win

Front wing "D’ plate 703627/8
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901
Complete door shell (902256/7)
Sills 803070/803071 ..

Tread pilate repair panel .

Stainiess steel tread plate finishers

Front Floor mounting bracket fr 607548
Front Floor mounting bracket rear 607549/
Rear Floor mounting bracket 607655

B post mounting bracket 703

Boot side panel 804611/2 .

948 Herald/Vitesse rear cen

1200/13/60 rear centre valance.

Rear quarter valances

Rear wing arch repair panet

Bonnet corner moulding 706161/2
All chassis outriggers/side rail/ boo
Full white rubber bumper set

Rear overriders (703708/9) .
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 7
Bonnet catch (chroms) 607663 .
Door hlnges 607824
Boot hinge:

1200 13/60 9
Door to glass outer weather strip
Hoods vinyl inc. zip out window.

F/H engine b

£2.50 each

Accelerator pedal bracket 14766

5
Set of 8 front suspension bushes (119451)
Front Suspension Shim 122022
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 14 £1
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16P
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16PB
Recon exchange Caliper type 12
fRecon exchange Caliper type 14
Recon exchange Caliper type 16P
Recon exchange Caliper type 16PB
Brake pads type 12
Brake pads type 14

.50
£10.00 set
1.25 each

50 per caliper

0 per caliper

£25.00 per caliper
£25.00 per caliper

Brake pads type 16P/"
Recon steering racks RHD

Front Shock Absorber

Heraid Rear Leaf Spring 305945 .

Heraid recon exchange drive shaft assembly inc.
Heraid/Vitesse Non Rotoflex Driveshaft
Universal joint with grease nipple

Herald new alternative Distribulor (exchange) .
Vitesse Delco Distributor

tnlet manifold banjo boit (1451

Herald oil filter GFE 119/150 .

Herald O.E. Head Gasket

Vitesse 2 litre Q.H. Clut,
Clutch Slave cylinder 13/60

Vitesse inner sealed beam light unit GLU105
Boot catch 611225 ...

Seat Belts (inertia type).......... B

Spitfire Mkill cormplete bonnet assembt
Nearside/offside front wings 907154/5 903088/9
Left/Right hand front outer wheelarch 903137/8
Left/Rigbt hand front inner wheelarch 706548/9
Left/Right bonnet hinge tubes 811679/811680
Spit Mkiil side lamp mounting panel (910157/8) .
Door skins

Batiery bo:

Rear valance lamp panel 569900 .
Spitfire Mklil bootlid steel 57578

Vinyl hood MkiH inc. zip windo

Bonnet catch (cbrome) 607663

Rear lamp assembly 2
Track Rod Ends
Rear Leaf Spring 305894

Original Head Gasket GEG31
Distributor

Speedo cable GSD165 .

Front Valance Support B

SPITFIRE MkilV & 1500

Front wings 909663/4
Front wheelarch outer L/H and R/H 808351/

Front quarter vatances offside and nearside (815391/2)
DOOT SKINS ..vviiiiiiiiieesieeciiinaeeeas
Nearside/offside sil 903097/8 N
Nearside/offside sill 903097/8 OE

Stainless steel tread-plate finisher Triumph logo

£27.50 each

19.00 kit
£12.50 pair

Bonnet hinge tube FA/H 911108

Rear outer wheelarch 909661/2 .
Windscreen aperture panel drip channel .
Stainless steel oversill kit ..........

Hard top seal roof/door glass 7161834
Front windsereen chrome insert kit
Door hinges 607824
Exterior door handle L/H and R/H black YKC2837/8 .
Window regulator L/H and R/H 911271/2
Window regulator glazing channel L/H and R/
Front outriggers 209398/9

Stainless steel tread plate finishers
Oil pump TKC 1974
Waterpump 216939/GWP 128
Late type water pump (viscous)
Air filter assermbly vncluding filters 217822 .
Qil filters GFE 119/151
Heater valve 724021 ....
Front wheei bearing kit GHIK1021
Front Wishbone bushes 119451 (se
Front shock absorbers GSA364 ..
Front suspension vertical link and trunn
Front suspension top bail joint GSJ155
Stub axle UKCE97 ...

Recon steering rack
Track Rod End .....
Steering joint 142140/FAM 1 .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719
Rear wheel bearing kit GHK 1029 .
Early/iate rear drive shaft..
Recon Drive Shaft Assembly ...
Rear shock absorbers GSA 38
Transverse rear suspension leaf spring 1569640
Recon Brake Caliper type 14
Brake caliper offside/nearsid
Brake disc 208715
Catiper repair kit inc. piston .
GIRLINGBrake master cylinder
Handbrake frant cable 121766 ..
Handbrake cable end fork (104749) .
Rear wheel Brake Cylinder .7 Diameter
Rear brake lever 123135
Clutch Kit 1500 Q.H
Clutch Slave Gylinder
New Distributor 1500.
Recon. Dls(rlbu(or (1500) RKC 638
Distributor cap M
Recon starter mo(or
Recon w/wiper motor .

Universal joint with grease nipple
Dash top cover 815281
Seat covering set. Brown cloth houndstooth mate!
Knee pad L/H and R/H 719391/719401
Carpet set Black
Gearbox Tunnel Retaining Plate 608383
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 613666
Hoods original IC1 flame retardant inc
Hood vinyl inc. zip window
Inertia seatbelts with warning light wire
Inertia seatbelts less warning light wire
inertia seatbelt sensor type OE ..
inertia seatbelts less sensor O

Bonnet assembiy Mkfl

Bonnet assembly Mkl 913766 600.00
Nearside/offside front wing Mk | 80.00
Nearside/offside front wing Mk | 907154/5 Q.00
F/H front overrider GT6 Mk | 710717 ...

Petrol tank cover board (Mk 1 and 11) 710703 . 0.00
Boot floor carpet Mkl and 1l 810841 97.50
Main carpet early Mk [ new tan 8198 29.50
Main carpet late Mkill new tan 23.50
Main carpet Mk il black 822631 ..... £29.50
Quarter light seal front L/H 574098,

Rear quarter light seal L/H new tan
Dash veneer set Mk |11 820073
Steering lock 216449/ UKC2719 .
Seat Belts ................
New crankshaft 308034
Recon exchange water
Clutch Kit Q.H. ...

£37.50 each
"£40.00pair

Fear brake shoes Mkl and it and Mk |}
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416
Delco Distributor Cap ... .oeeeice e

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extra.

Please quote original part number if avaitable. it will help us to help you.

c range of rdri built by gi , POA.
Also complete range of coil suspension springs to fit all models £20.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.
T.D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.
STATION HILL, OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9JX.

TEL: 01952 619585/620434 FAX: 01952 610510.
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owner looking to convert to overdrive. ie: is it MORE than
the bellhousing that's particular to the model? | have the
serial number of the overdrive unit on the commission
plate, and the gearbox casting has serial numbers as well.
Maybe there's a way of sorting it out this way...the car
also came with a complete spare 2500 engine and a 2000
short engine. But that's another matter.........!

Gordon Osborn

A. In answer to Question 1), the gearbox is a single rail
J-Type Dolomite 1850 gearbox. The gearbox and bellhous-
ing will not fit the GT6, because the engine in the Dolomite
is tilted to one side and, as you've noted, the bellhousing
fixings and location for the starter are different. The
gearbox internals are similar to the GT6 and a recondition-
ing company may accept it as an exchange unit for a GT6
‘box. In response to question 2), the gearbox won't fit a
1500 either because the bellhousing is different, the input
shaft is longer and the input shaft spline is bigger.

The overdrive unit though is interchangeable with the
Spitfire 1500 J-Type and would be useful to a 1500 owner.
if you were considering upgrading to a heavy—dﬁty gearbox
conversion in the future it would be worth hanging-on to
the overdrive unit for you to use with that new gearbox.

Q = “My partner has asked me to email you about baby
car seats, We own a 1500 spitfire and like going to all the
camping events. My partner feels she won't be able to
attend any events this year because we have a new baby
and the Spit only has two seats. Is it possible to fit a baby
seat in a Spitfire? If so is it legal & what sort of seat could
be used, | seem to remember seeing a Spit with a baby
seat in at Stafford a few years ago .
| hope that you can help”

Steve, Claire & bahy Edward

A-It is perfectly legal to have a baby/child seat on the
passenger seat (ie. One child seat and one driving adult)
but 1 cannot comment on the legality of carrying a third
passenger. Your registration document probably states
‘seating capacity = 2’ so you shouldn't carry three.......but
have you actually tried fitting a third seat in the back of the
Spitfire. | have and the only way | could get any of the
Halfords’ offerings in the back was to place them sideways
and they're not designed for this. | am afraid that the
bottom line is that the Spitfire is really a two-seater.

Even on the GT6 you could get an ‘occasional rear seat

conversion’.....but has anyone with a head and legs ever |

¢ tried sitting in one of these?

Q « “Greetings from the walled
city of Chester!, | have a chassis that
| intend to use in the rebuild of ' WTC
354D A 12/50 saloon, my problem is
that the rear outriggers appear to
have been welded to the chassis in
the wrong position, as the holes in
the newly repaired bodytub will not
line up correctly with the holes in the
outriggers. Will | need specialist help
or is there a method to correct the
problem myself. My son and | really
appreciate your technical expertise,
keep up the excellent work.”

Keith Jones

A- The problem is you don't know
whether the chassis is right or the
body tub is right. The correct way to
confirm this would be to use the
chassis alignment information and
measurements in  the original
workshop manuals and, with the body
off, confirm whether or not the
chassis is right. You can then correct
whichever is wrong.

The quicker way is to cut off the
existing rear outriggers and, with
them loose, bolt them up to the body.
Checking the roof is fitting right and
that the door gaps are even along the
back and lower edge of the door, you
can then weld the outriggers back on
again. These riggers give some
support to the back of the body, pre-
venting it turning around the fixings
above the axie. Before welding the
outriggers, you may find that you are
able to lift on the back bumper to get
the roof and door fit optimised before
welding.

See you next month,

Carl
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Castrol Valvemaster Plus Dctane Boost
250mi @ £9.99 treats 250 litres (4p per litre treated)
Includes an Octane boost, raising the rating of 95 octane

tinleaded fuel to 97 octane

 bastrol Valvemaster
250m! @ £5.99 treats 250 litres (2.5p per litre treated)
Use with either unleaded 95 octane or
Stiper unfeaded 97 octane,

plus Octane Boost

THE BEST PROTECTION AFTER
LEAD FOR vour TRIUMPH

With the final demise of 97 octane leaded four star petrol this
year onwards, you will not only be changing the petrol that you
use, but you will also need to protect your Triumph's engine
from premature wear. The lead in petrof plays two major roles,
firstly preventing valve seat recession and secondly the fead
provides an octane boost to achieve the correct pinking. With
concerns regarding the efficacy of Lead Replacement Petrol
(LAP), in particular its lack of a British Standard and the petrol
companigs' small print warning, regarding unsuitability for
sustained motorway use, owners are rightly opting to use 95
octane unleaded petrof and add Castrols' Valvemaster Plus, a
phosphorus based lead replacement additive containing an
octane booster that boosts the octane rating up to the desired
97 level necessary for correct running of our models.

Castrol Valvemaster Plus, in addition to being the most
effective additive, is also the most cost effective, showing a
cost-saving of up to 4p per litre. Independent tests have shown
that phosphorus provides the best protection after lead, hence
Castrol has chosen this formulation for its Valvemastsr range.
Both Castrol Valvemaster and Gastrol Valvemaster plus Octane
Boost are endorsed by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs. Valvemaster Plus Octane Boost at only £9,99 and Castro!
Valvemaster at £5.99 both treat 250 fitres of unleaded petrol
and provide significant cost-savings against using the ques-
tionable L.R.P and lesser known brand additives.

G2 MEMBERS OFFER -  for the price of 5
6 Valvemaster Plus ... £49.95
6 Valvemaster ......... £29.95

T
£3.95
N 4

www.tssc.uk.com

Castrol Valvemaster Plus was shown to offer the
highest protection against Valve Seat Recession f;
of alf the products tested by the Federation of
British Historic Vehicle Clubs.
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TSSC Services & Officers

CLuB HEADQUARTERS

The following services are available
from the Club headquarters.

TSSC MEMBERSHIP.
£34.00 UK £36.00 EUROPE £40.00 OVERSEAS

RENEWALS

£32.00 UK £36.00 EUROPE £40.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TSSC - Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

e-mail: tssc@tssc.uk.com
http: /www.tssc.uk.com

TSSC INSURANCE QUOTATION.
FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
Tel: 0121 561 6262 Fax: 0121 559 0814

VALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

TSSC HANDBOOK
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228

TSSC LIBRARY
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

TSSC OFFERS
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

RAC SCHEME
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

All magazine material must be received
BEFORE 10* of each month prior to the
month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try
and work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228
e-mail: courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk

TSSC ACCOUNTS
TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF

Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 468228
82

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own spe-
cific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following officers
is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or the TSSC in
the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.

TECHNICAL SECRETARY

Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone,
Gwent. NP6 2JR. Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)
HERALD 948/1200
Bill Davies, 28 The Pippin, Calne, Wiltshire. SN11 8JF.
Tel: 01249 815342. e-mail: w.davies@virgin.net
HERALD 1360
Derek Giles 7 Homefield Close, Winscombe,

Somerset. BS25 1JE. Tel:01934 842841
SPITFIRE Mk I/i1/11]

Brett Dennis, 32, Clarks Close, Ware
Herts. SG12 0QH Tel: 07944 586275 or 01920 466823
SPITFIRE Mk IV/ 1500
John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,
Camberley, Surrey. GU16 6DS.
VITESSE 1600/ Mk I/ Il
Forwarding address: Mac Reynolds,
macfreedom@hotmail.com

GT6 Mkly Iy 1l
Mike Scott, ‘Brambles’ 4, Blackberry lane, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7RB. Tel: 01983 293650
BOND
Guy Singleton, 31, Cadley, Marlborough, Wiltshire. SN8 4NE
Tel: 01672 514241

SPECIALS
Trevor Collett, 25A, Greenacres, Bookham, Surrey. KT23 3NG.
Tel: 01372 452292 e-mail: trevor.collett@virgin.net

AMPHICAR

David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd.,
Worcester. WR5 3RA. Tel: 01905 763192
TSSC MODIFIED
David Royle, Lydia Cottage, Parkend Road, Yorkley,
Forest of Dean, Glos. GL15 4TG. Tel: 01594 563411
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Léon Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 Fax: 0181 947 7659
e-mail: guyotleonf@aol.com
EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS

Stuart Newbould, 55 Milner bank., Otley,
West Yorkshire. LS21 3NE. Tel: 01943 465457

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936
CLUB ARCHIVIST
Dick Plumridge, 30 Cannons Lane, Tadworth, Surrey. KT20 6DP.
Tel: 01737 358337
INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND EVENT IANAGER —————
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422 e-mail: chrismills@btinternet.com
INTERNATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISERS
Sue Bagshaw, Sunnyside Farm, Deopham, Wymondham, Norfolk
NR18 9EA. Tel: 01953 850073
Angela McGowan, 4 Oak Vale,Grampound, Truro, Cornwall.
TR2 4QY. Tel: 01726 883884
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
Vivien Thompson, Ivy Cottage,5 Rectory Mews, Sprotborough,
Donaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. Tel: 01302 850740
SHOW CAR REGISTER
John Muggleton,
TSSC H.Q. Main Street, Lubenham, Leicestershire. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424

AREA LIAISON OFFICERS
Annis Green, 65 Sheffield Rd, Birdwell, Barnsley,
Sth Yorks. S70 5XF. Tel: 01226 745637
Vivien Thompson, lvy Cottage,5 Rectory Mews, Sprotborough,
Donaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. Tel: 01302 850740

COMPETITION SECRETARY
Jo Field, 69 Neuville Way, Springfields, Desborough,
Northants.NN14 2XT. Tel: 01536 763799

HoME & CONTENTS
INSURANCE

Competitive Premiums for both Buildings and Contents
including cover for those motor vehicle accessories
and spare parts not covered by your Motor Policy.

FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND
CALL US TODAY

The Enthusiast’s Insurance Broker

FOOTMAN JAMES

Telephone
0121561 6235

THE MARKET LEADER



