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" You them.
="We look after you.
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‘ . 2. patien. | aiwme, are not enotgh. However Results suggest that we're getting it right.
stehiLC you lavish on your car, the absolute essential We've grown to become one of the world’s largest
is a reliable supplier of good guality parts. suppliers of classic car parts.
And that's where we come in. Vast parts stockholding, " But when you try our service, you'll find we haven't

same-tlay despatch, the best catalogues in the husiness, ~relaxed.

knowledgeahle people to help you when you phone, and You, the customer, are still the most important
the product quality you'd expect from Heritage person here. And our job is to look after you. As carefully
members, these are the parts that go into our service. ~ as you look after your car.

SEE OUR LISTINGS AD
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Rimmer Bros, Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln LN4 2NA, England.
Telephone: 01522 568000.  Fax: 01522 567600.

AS WELL AS HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE AND GTB, WE ALSO SUPPORT TR4/TR4A/TRS/TR250, TRE, TR7/8, STAG, 2000/2500/2.5P1, DOLOMITE (INC SPRINT) AND ROVER SD1.
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® Agreed Value Insurance with Inclusive
U.K. & Continental Breakdown Recovery

® 100 page Colour Monthly Magazine
plus Classified Cars & Parts for Sale

® The Country’s Leading Supplier of Triumph
Accessories, Regalia & Triumph Books |

'® Club Headquarters & Triumph Museum
open Daily for Technical Info & Advice

® Website http://www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/TSSC.html

MEemBersHip HotLine: 01858 434424 |

FAX: 01858 431936, E-MAIL: tssc@tssc-hg.demon.co.uk
TSSC Main Street Lubenham Market Harborough Leics LE16 9TF

The Official Monthly Magazine of
THE TrRiUMPH SPoORTS Six CLuB

No0.234 Vol 20. DEC 1999
Price £2.25 Free to Club Members.
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B CLuB HEADQUARTERS

Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough,
Leicestershire. LE16 9TF.

TeL: 01858 434424 H.Q. Fax: 01858 431936
H.Q. e-mail: tssc@tssc.uk.com
http://www.tssc.uk.com

Headquarters open between
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays - check Courier

CLuB MANAGER B Courier MAGAZINE EDITOR

Bill Sunderland Bernard Robinson

OFFiCE MANAGER CouRIER PRODUCTION

Trudi Prettyjohns Bernard Robinson,

MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATOR & Jo Sunderland.

Victoria Childs Triumph Sports Six Club,
TSSC ADMINISTRATOR Main Street, Lubenham,

Diane Spence Leics. LE16 7TF.
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TSSC Orrers MANAGER Tel: (01858) 434424
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TSSC Orrers Co-ORDINATOR Articles/Area News
Cain Foskett

Fax: (01858) 468228
Courier / Area News e-mail:
courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk
We will only accept TXT files NO Attachments

GENERAL SECRETARY
Peter Williams

5, Frosty Hollow, East Hunsbury,
Northampton. NN4 0SY.
TEL: 01604 705319.

David Aspinall, Annis Green, Leon Guyot,
Tom Longley, Chris Mills, Stuart Newbould,
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Bill Sunderland, Trudi Prettyjohns,
Brian Waters, Peter Williams.
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Whereas every care is taken to publish accurate infor-
mation, the Editor and the Council of the TSSC do not
necessarily agree with all the views expressed within
THE COURIER and cannot accept any liability for
erroneous or misleading information found therein.
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Pair of ‘59 Coupés
Happy Anniversary!
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T.S.S.C. Events Calendar

his is the official TSSC Even
Galgndar for 1999 containing
details of all TSSC organised
events and National and
Local evenls to which the Club has begn
invited. Whilst-every effort fs made fo
ensur that the details contained in this
calendar are correct, no responsibilty s
aceepled for errors or changes e fo
unforeseen circumstances.
For  additions and  amendments
confact the Club Headguarters.

Tel: (01858) 434424 Fax: (01856) 431936

1SSC ORGANISED

EVENTS 2000

JANUARY 2000
PR 21t AT 200 SUN 28

155C MILLENNIUM
WINTER WEEKEND

Fosse Manor,
Stowe on the Wold

TEL: 01245 441819

1880
International

Weekend 2000
19th 16th JULY

Stafford County

Showground, Stafford

COULD ALL EVENT

_ ORGANISERS CONTACT THUDI
AT H.0. OF DATES FOR THE
2000 EVENTS CALENDAR AS

SOON AS THEY BECOME
AVAILABLE

he Register has been formed to enable the Club to locate a wide

selection of Club cars that meet the necessary standard required for
display vehicles, either for national classic car shows/events or for

articles in classic car magazines and other national publications.
Any car in A1+ to Concours condition or with special history/interest is eligible

to register.

If you are unsure as to whether your car meets the above criteria, please ring me

John Muggleton 01858 434424

!
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TSSC Ends year

on Winning Note |

our Club has just ended its year as
“CLUB OF THE YEAR”
having been given to us by “Classic
Cars Magazine” as a reward for
providing the best overall package to its mem-
bership. We have a great team working for the

benefit of Triumph owners and without doubt the :

TSSC has heavily influenced the reasons why
“our cars” are still driven on the roads today. The
infrastructure of the Club is such that we offer all :

sorts of reasons for being a member. The Courier
Magazine has been at the top of Club publica-
tions for longer than Club cars were in produc-
tion; our contributors continue to produce top
quality material for you to read and digest
monthly.  Only recently at the NEC in

Birmingham, where we had the feature stand, |
took a walk onto other club stands and could not from Kevin Ginger, a long-time

find any other club offering the comprehensive

60

, the award

{1999 yet
TSSC vear.

I received a fax the other day Happy Christmas and a

i package we offer. What :
heartened me was the fact that
¢ our shop window went much
further, in that we have such a
: wonderful Club Headquarters
i and museum which will carry | throughout the ‘80's and his
Triumph beyond static car
i shows and give you, the
member, good reason to be
‘ { wins and Club Championships

proud of your Club.

This month Trever Collett :
writes his 100th Register Page.
¢ Trevor, along with so many, has
helped shape this Club to
where it is today and on behalf
 of the TSSC Council we thank :
everyone who has helped make
another great%

: of the pile.

mment

by Bill Sunderland

Kevin has campaigned with
GT6s and Spitfires for as long
as | can remember with great

success. His mid-engined GT6

pleased many an enthusiast

work with Spitfires through the
past decade has taken him
further. His number of race

must be congratulated but
what amazes me is the way he
has moved on with his Spitfire
to new challenges. | have
stood on  embankments
listening to comments about
this super fast driver with his
exceptional Spitfire beating the
likes of many of today’s race
sports cars. What | could not
understand is why he did not
go for a faster car; maybe
Lotus Elise etc. No, thankfully
this is Kevin's way and to
prove this he has just won the
National Sports Car
Championship in his MkIV
Spitfire. Congratulations to
Kevin and his wife Sheree,
after 16 years of racing, Kevin
takes the Spitfire to the top

, ¢ successful Millennium.
member and long-time racer. :
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ANNUAL .
GENERAL MEETING |

number as given in the inside front cover of the Courier.
Peter Williams,
General Secretary.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting of the Triumph Sports Six Club is to be !
held on Sunday, March 5th 2000. Any member
wishing to put forward a resolution to be con-
sidered for inclusion in the AGM agenda is
required to put said items in writing, to be signed

by at least two members. These should be

at  Council of Management

6

Your monthly round up of all
News of a Triumph nature

: with the AGM agenda. All enquiries regarding the above should be

addressed to the General Secretary, address and telephone

Sports Car Supplies
Sports Car Supplies now has a dedicated new website, which
allows customers to browse our catalogue, check prices and send

g-mails. It also has up to the minute information on the cars we
forwarded to the General Secretary to be
received by 23 December 1999. Any item
received after this date will be regarded as null
and void. General issues can of course be raised
at any time through, for example, the General
Secretary or Area Liaison Officer for discussion
meetings. !
Alternatively, issues may be put forward for dis-
cussion at the Area Organisers’ Seminar to be
held in the morning prior to the AGM - see your
AO. in the past, a number of wide ranging issues
have been discussed and implemented during
this more informal meeting. If any member (of at
least three consective years’ membership prior
to the AGM) should wish his or her name to be Great British Autojumble
put forward as a candidate for the Council of
Management please give me a call and | would
be happy to inform you of the duties and respon-
sibilities involved. Please contact me - again by
23 December. A few lines describing prospective
candidates will be published in the Courier along

have for sale, and a new section ='Bargain of the Month’.
Check this out at www.sportscarsupplies.co.uk

Chisbon Restorations
Chisbon Restorations have moved to;

Unit 2, Lower Barn Farm, Quay Lane, Beaumont, Essex,
C016 OBB. Tel. 01255 862626.

Website http:/homepage.eircom.nett/~goto/chishon/
Founded in 1987 they are experiericed with many makes of
classic vehicle and are currently engaged on a variety of cars...
including Lanchester 14, MG SA Saloon & Tickford, Bristol
401,MG KN pillarless saloon, Triumph Vitesse and two MG WAs.
Ensuring past, present & future customers their regards.

This popular event returns once again to the National Exhibition
Centre, Birmingham, on Sunday 16 January 2000. Sponsored by
Practical Classic and Footman James, the Great British
Autojumble promises to be an Aladdin’s Cave of motoring
treasures. Tickets to the event are £6.00 and car parking is FREE.
Call the ticket hotline on 8121 767 4848

HQ OPENING TIMES
DECEMBER - oren as usuac

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

XMAS BREAK - HQ CLOSED

BETWEEN FRIDAY 24™ AND 4™ JANUARY

JANUARY = OPEN AS USUAL FROM 4TH

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 3.00 AM - 5.00 PM

*SATURDAY - 8" G9AM - 4PMW

*JANUARY SALE AND OPEN DAY
*CARRIAGE FREEDAY AND DISCOUNT

TO CALLERS - SEFE JANUARY COURIER
FOR DETAILS

SATURDAY - 22°° SAM - 4PV

CHRISTMAS OPEN DAY
Saturday 11th December 9 - 4pm

The Club HQ and Shop will be open
ALL day and will be giving Special
DISCOUNTS on most goods on this day
only. Get your last minute Christmas

presents and Save £££°s.

For those Members not able to visit we
are taking orders over the phone and
are WAIVING ALL CARRIAGE CHARGES for
orders placed on the day.

TEL: 01858 434424
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13/60 Register

ell here it Is,
just one

before  we
enter a new Century, and this is

It don't seem but yesterday
that | introduced myseif to you
as the new 13/60 representa-
tive; | guess there is an OMEN

am not sure what it might be.
Perhaps | better not look too

bore you all with my reasons.

By Derek Giles

i car; can you afford to miss out on seeing the INLAWS?

Something more in keeping with the upkeep of our cars though

is the FACT that by now we all should have made up our minds
about UNLEADED PETROL. Have you done anything to test the
month fo go !

water? | went for a converted head some 6 months ago now and

am very happy with the results. All | did was to retard the fiming
i t0 9dg B.T.D.C. and Hey Presto, 44 to the gallon with NO drop off
my thirteenth Register Report. :

in performance. This was in conjunction with a recon. Spitfire

MkItl spec. engine so { am happy all this and 85bhp and not fully
run-in yet. | will keep you informed of how it pans out, as it should
be better still when | fit 2 3:63 diff. | would be pleased to pass on
any of your comments/suggestions/observations on what you
in there somewhere, although |

have done to use this fuel. | am going to try L.R.P. in my A40

Farina to start with so | will pass on my findings as well. No matter
what you opt for, don't just bury your head in the sand - be
deeply to find it, as | may well i
find 1 like it so much that | will |
2000, so | will be writing more TEGHNICAL articles as the months

As Christmas is only 24 days
away | trust all your cards and
gifts are sorted? What do you
give the car that has every-
thing? | am sure you can think i
of something: Is the wife/girl-
friend going to be happy with
some MORE UNDERWEAR - |
bet she would prefer some |
alloy’s or brake pads. And the i
kids reaily do not need those
REEBOKS, but give them elec-
tronic ignition or fitted carpets :
and SEE THEIR EYES LIGHT
UP, oh boy. Bear in mind
though, if you get it wrong you
may well spend the rest of the
holiday in the garage with the :

positive:
There will be quite a few more things | will be doing to my car in

go by; these will include Alternator/Servo/Electronic ign/Hazzard
Flashers/Rear Fog Lamp/Reverse Light/ Electric Fan, so if you are
interested WATCH THIS SPACE:

If you want your car featured, then send me some pictures and
as much detail as you can and 1 will do the rest. | have quite a few
photos still in the pipeline without any detail, so-if | wrote to you
asking for some words PLEASE get the old grey matter working
and send in something. People want to read about your car not my
ramblings, plus it means | don’t have to work so hard; | am all for
the easy life ...

Finally for this month, a few more words about those Christmas
gifts: Just remember silk underwear may excite you and Star Wars
toys keep the kids quiet for a few days but your TRIUMPH
HERALD will still be there to keep you happy when all else fails.

CHEERS FOR NOW
Derek
HAVE A WONDERFUL FESTIVE SEASON AND DO YOUR BIT FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT: RESTORE A HERALD

Cop Shop

by Mike Crewes

A message to drivers on their
way home tonight:

One of you won’t make it.

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE.




ut for now I'm only going to cover

at the time. We can cover any
further mods in a later article.

Anyway, as we are going to be taking whole .

suspension units, brakes apart etc., a word of
warning: Now | know this is boring but for those
of you who haven't done anything like this
before and are in doubt about anything you're

By David Royle
doing, get it checked by a competent person and
Now that you've put in your ‘six’, :
it's probably a good idea to start
looking at a better way of :
handling and stopping this new :

’ r tran &
powe a splant i an absolute doddle! | say that because you could
sort this in an afternoon, providing you have the
the basic uprating using standard :

parts that Triumph may have used :

refer to your Workshop Manual for the full pro-
cedures at all times.

FRONT SUSPENSION

Because of the fantastic accessibility and the
inter-changeability of parts for all our cars, this is

right parts that is. What you want you see is the
Vitesse/GT6 heavier springs and bigger brake

¢ discs and calipers. :

So, once you have jacked up the car, placed an
axle stand, chocked the wheels, you can literally
unbolt the two bolts either side of the top
wishbone. Secured to the top of the suspension
turret, unbolt the two bolts securing the lower

: wishbone onto the chassis, disconnect your

“Access couldn’t be easier”

I in good erder and not too worn, you could swop the whole
suspension unit in an afternoon

Top Ball Joint

Track Rod End

Wishbone Bushes,

Top and Bottom Trunnion Bushes
Trunnions

Wheel Bearing, Inner and Outer
Brake Pads

Brake Caliper Pistons and Seals
Brake Disc

Shock Absorber

Coil Spring

Well, if you've found that you've
replaced all the above, you could
have rebuilt a completely new unit
from the start! But do check all these
parts for wear if you are swopping
over whole suspension units from
another vehicle.

The fitting of the new suspension
unit is now the reverse procedure
but mind you, you'll have to have
your tracking carefully set up again.

FRONT
SUSPENSION

Again this is a fairly easy exercise to
uprate your brake drums to the
larger Vitesse/GT6 size (Mkl Vitesse,
Mkl GT6 or late Mkllf GT6). This is
another straight-forward swopping
procedure. You'll find the rear
spring lifting tool useful here if you
have one.

Basically, once you've jacked-up
and made safe the rear of the car,

flexible brake pipe, undo your steering track-rod end : you literally unbolt the whele suspension unit (halfshaft,
and remove the whole suspension unit in one! Take : vertical link, hub, brake drum and radius arm in one) much like

your wheel off first though!

i the front. You unbolt the halfshaft from the back axle; the

You're then ready to simply swop the suspension | lower end of the shock absorber on to the vertical link; the leaf
units over that is if you have a donor car. It's as | spring onto the top of the vertical link; your radius arm onto

simple as that. However, if you don't know the
condition of the following, replace them for new: ¢ handbrake cable.

the body tub. Then finally undo your brake flexible pipe and

11
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If you're changing your back axle to the Vitesse/GT6 unit or a
Spitfire 1500 unit, you don’t have to worry about the larger
halfshaft flanges and bolts because the Vitesse\GT6 has the
flanges already to suit. If you're retaining your early Spitfire diff,
be prepared to change your flanges on the halfshaft to suit. It's a
good idea whatever you do, to renew the universal joints
i arrangement! I'll go irto that
i one in more detail next article
i together with brake servos.
i Aliso, for those of you with an
i early Spitfire, you might. be

here anyway.
Talking about replacing for new, consider the following:

Universal Joints

Brake Shoes

Rubber Bushes (leaf spring, both ends radius arm)
Shock Absorber

Trunnion Bushes

Wheel Bearings

At this point it's also worth considering changing your leaf
spring for the later type that pivots in the middle! This will :

improve the handling and
avoid that notorious tendency
to abruptly oversteer under
hard cornering. Alternatively,
you could fit the famous lower
wishbone and  doughnut

interested in extending your
dashboard to accommodate
some extra gauges - see
photo. I'll cover this next
article as well. See you soon.

Extended dash on this Mk Ill Spitfire to accommodate additional gauges such as 0il
Pressure, 0il Temperature, Water Temperature (the original Water Temperature gauge
has been replaced by a Clock) Ampmeter and vacuum gauges.

CRrRosswAays GARAGE

W‘ LobbpoN RoaD
R U MPH DITCHINGHAM

RVICES NrRBunGar NorroLk

NR35 2QY
TEL: 01986 895387 FAX: 01986/ 896860

email: david@angserv.demon.co.uk -http://www:angserv.demon.co.uk

SPECIALIST FOR
SPITFIRE, GT6, VITESSE anD HERALD
RErPAIRS - RES T ORATION — PAaARTS

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS & TSSC MEMBERS
HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

FREE FITTING ON ALL 4-CYLINDER UNLEADED HEADS
PURCHASED FROM US. U.V. CRACK TESTED, NEW VALVE GUIDES,
VALVE SPRINGS, VALVES, HARDENED SEATS, MACHINE NEwWwW

CORE PLUGS. £225.00 EXCHANGE. ALL YOU PAY FOR IS
THE HEAD, GASKETS AND ANTI-FREEZE.

SERVICES : ENGINE RECONDITIONING - SERVICING - TUNING - RESPRAYS
CAR SALES - TRANSPORTATION - CAR FINDING SERVICE - TRIMMING
ELECTRICS - CLUTCH FITTING - IN FACT You NAME IT WE Do IT!

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD

CHISBON
RESTORATIONS

UNIT 2, LOWER BARN FARM, QUAY LANE,
BEAUMONT, ESSEX, CO16 0BB.

Small friendly company catering
for all your requirements at very
reasonable rates.

Phone for more details.

ASIX SPARESDZ
ES THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST €9

MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF TRIUMPH SPARES oo
TO THE RETAIL, TRADE & EXPORT MARKETS
MASSIVE stock of New AND Used spAres For HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 anp SPITFIRE

REAR OF 140C Heath ROAD (BEMIND ALBERT’S MusIC SHOP) , avas I8
TwickenHam, Mibox. TW1 & -
CaLLERS WELCOME - RING FIRST FOR
OPENING HOURS! Mon-Frs 10am 1o 6pM,
TEL: 0181 892 0141 FAX - 0181 892 4547 - FAX

TELEPHONE NO.O01818920141

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR
OPENING TIMES

WE wiLL BE CLOSED FOR STOCKTAKING
AND CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS FROM
Monbpay 20TH DECEMBER
AND WILL Re=-0PEN AT 10AM ON
WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY 2000.

WE wouLD LIKE T0 WISH EVERYONE A
MerrY CHrisSTMAS AND HapPY NEw YEAR

PLeEasE See NoveMBER COURIER FOR
SpeciaL OFrers AND FulL PARTs LiSTING

| Tel: (01255) 862626
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Hi... Seasons

Greetings!

his is quite weird ...

this is my first
Register from ‘Down :
Under ... 'm writing

this with Christmas in mind ... but

it's 30 degrees out here ... and we
are only just going from their
Spring into Summer ... Not only
am | suffering from time warp as
usual (worse now | am nine hours
ahead of you in England) but now |
. Christmas

it's weather warp
Day on the beach ... strange ... but
we shall see! ...

I'm drawing a few ‘unused’ old photographs now ... taken from
my files whilst sorting at Beeny ... The first, a very interesting
‘Herald 13/60° ... EEQ 67. Look very carefully at the bonnet ... no
bonnet clips ... and yes! Two hinges to the bulkhead and look, just
above the words, ‘Triumph’. Very strange ... | can’t for the life of
me remember who sent me the photo or where it was taken
(possibly Malta? Or?). Anyone shed any light on that? ... | have a
recollection that such a modification was marketed ... But why? ...
taking away that superb engine accessibility? ...

The second two photos | took myself at Stafford several years

0...GBJ 777J ... Certainly a Vitesse (of sorts!). Not for the faint
hearted or sticklers for originality. (Don't fook Dick!). | remember
I was taken by the fuel tank being an aluminium beer cask! ... |
wonder ... is she still on the road now? ... | believe someone saw
her (or similar) in Cornwall at Newquay’s ‘Run to the Sun’ one year

And finally on the photo front ... again taken by myself ... this is
a used everyday Vitesse ... belonging to ‘Clifford’s’ brother ... {it's
been so long ago | can’t remember your name) ... Clifford owns
(still | hope) a 13/60 Convertible that Beeny Parts Emporium used

to assist to keep on the
road ... so his brother ..
Vitesse  owner
popped over when
down on holiday ... in
YGK 998G ...(overpage)
think Dick will get
excited here unless it’s
already on an IVR
(but | think it’s not!).

A snippet | gleaned
from ‘Choice’ magazine:
(Sept 1999, page 86) of
a lady who didn't like
the colour of her Heraid
(reg. 1116W). She had
it resprayed and back
by teatime ... all for the

price of £7!!! It didn’t say what

G’ day Mates!

By Mac Reynolds

year but by the reg. and b/w photo | would imagine it was in the 60s ...

The

following is something | read in a local magazine whilst in ireland (when having the




exhaust bracket welded on the
transporter) ... | liked it and
thought | would pass it on ...
Any organisation is made up of
four sets of bones ...
1. Jawbones - they just
talk about it.

2. Wishbones - wish
someone else would do it.
3. Knucklebones - knock
everybody else who is
doing anything.

4. Backbones - who take on

the workload themselves. - . y - ; UII i t” p
Which set do you belorig fo? ... orénge - ravg ed from Sydney .oyvn.o a u‘ a (on. e coast) and are now at
. ) . i Brisbane heading north ... Australia is like paradise! Miles of white sandy beaches
Right, just to complete this : } )
. . , i .. good red wine at £4 for 4-litres and leaded petrol at 30p a litre ... | could go on
Christmas offering ... I'll update . .
i and on ... but I'll just say ... travelled over 2000 miles, seen two Heralds (photos to

you on our progress in 0Z ... : . .
: come) ... Thanks for all your E-mails. I'll end with ..

We've bought a 1976 VW : ) . .
Kombi 2-itre automatic, reg. | £2eASON'S Greetings - Cpfarchion p Tymor
Meilleurs Yoeux - Ffelices Fiestas

USD 833, finished in a bright

LYY, [Restorations

L echrzicczl T 7Zpo
OFf the NTozrzzrh

OLD FUEL IN YOUR CAR?

If your Triumph hasn’t been used for more than 6 months and
hasn’t been run, you might find it worth emptying the float
chambers on the carbs and putting new fuel in.

Often when fuel is left in small quantities, ie in the carbs and fuel

lines, it ‘goes off’ and the car can be almost impossible to start.

(It’s not easy to tell - sometimes there’s a distinctive smell, a sort
of ‘oily’ smell, or you may notice a slight greenish tinge).

If it’s been stored for longer than 6 months or so, it may well be

necessary to drain the fuel tank as well and fill the whole system
with fresh petrol - well worth doing if you can’t find any other
reason why it won’t start!

Best of luck,

)

TRIUMPH SPARES

MRV (| S G<§

IONDAY - FRIDAY 9.30:T05.30
SATURDAY 9.00°70 1.00

- O =

HERALD . VITESSE . SPITFIRE . GT6
READY FOR CFHRIRISTMAS]

HERALD/ ViITESSE REAR OVERIDERS £33.00
HERALD 948/1200 FrRoNT OVERIDERS £45.00
| HERALD 13/60 AND VITESSE
FrRONT OVERIDERS £34.50
HERALD/ VITESSE GEARLEVER GAITOR £7.00

NEW PARTS NOW IN STOCK

BooTLID PRoP. BRACKET HERALD/ VITESSE
£13.50
RADIuUs ARM/SHOoCK MounNT RoToFLEX CARS
£20.50
REAR VERTICAL LINKS
(NOoT ROTOFLEX cARSs) £34.50

oo oN[OTTIE OUR® @ @
NEW DIALLING CODE

02476 645333

Ask for our NEW
CATALOGUE FREE
British Ma Heritage ON REQUEST

Approved
TEL: 02476 645333 FAX: 02476 645030
e-mail:john johnkipping.demon.co.ulk
http://www_kipping.co.ulk




for the 2+2 | am rebuilding.

I was contacted the other day by
someone looking for a 4s-rear screen
on behalf of a Spanish owner; |
mentioned this to Bill Davies - who
said I've got one which | got with a
number of other bits and pieces. A bit
later he brought it round. It was rajning
hard, so other than thinking it looked
very similar to a 2+2 screen we did no

more then.

Later about 9. 00 pm it had stopped
raining, | thought | would just check
that it was a 4s screen before phoning

r at least the next best :
thing! - As most of you
will know | have been
looking for a rear screen

to let them know that | had got one. EUREKA - it is a 2+2

screen so please let me know if you have a spare one .

Whilst on the subject of spares I'm happy to keep a list
of parts available plus items wanted so please let me know
what you have or want.

I had a phone call from Tony Salter who lives near
Southampton 01703560073 who has a 4s in bits for sale:
He was doing it up but has now found another complete
car in better condition so it is available as a whole or in if
needed, in parts .

Please can you let me have the following details for your
car or cars

- Registration Number
- Model type

- Chassis Number

- Serial Number

- Colour-original

Miracles Do Happen!

By Guy Singleton

-CURRENT
- Your name and
address

My records are way
out of date and I'm
missing many cars |
have not seen and got
the details this year.
The photos this month
are of Graham Hill's 2+2
at the Torbay Motor
Ciub Rally at
Powderham Castle in
March  this  year,
Graham was 4th overall
- Congratulations.




Speclalists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

U TR

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate

to call us fo’r‘f a quote or just advice on a problem of car servicing.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER

-~ FREE ESTIMATES l
GIVEN FOR ALL WORK |

ALWAYS
A Selection of
Cars For Sale
and also
Cars Wanted

e i
VISA
e o

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR

MODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.
HOODS SUPPLIED AND
FITTED. IN FACT ANY
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUMIPH. RING US NOW

FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTONMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS
NMOUNTED.

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS
CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4
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EURDCARD

01487
842168

Fax: 740274

iMastereare)

British Motor
Heritage
Approved

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS FULL RANGE OF TR2/3/4/5/6, SPITFIRE, GT6, HERALD AND VITESSE PARTS

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Steering Column Bushes all cars except late 1500/GT6 £5.91

Front Wheel Bearing set (state model).............. £12.99
Track Rod end £6.99
Solid Rack Mount Kit............ £22.26
STANPART Trunnion .......... £14.04

Front Spring (standard OR uprated).
Top ball joint (all models)......

Front Trunnion kit (all models) ..
Front vertical link (state model).
Anti Roll Bar Links

Steering Rack (exchange) .......
Front Wishbone Bush/Rear Tie Rod Bush

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)
Rear Leaf Spring (Spit MkIV/GT6 MKIl) (High spec won't sag) £87.24
Rear Leaf Spring Spit 1500 (High spec won't sag)..£87.24
Rear Shock Absorber (state model) ..
Rear Trunnion Bush Kit (per side) ....
Rear bearing kit (bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket) ...... £13.51
Universal Joint (new) .. £6.99
Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (Short)OE Spec £57.57
Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (Long)OE Spec .. £57.57

ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION
214623 Inner Driveshaft ...........ccooocceeereerverennnens £88.12
152273 Rotoflex Coupling with Bolts Orignal Genuine £42.24
149051 Rear Hub .. £58.69
212867 Inner Flange. £25.26
214514 Outer Flange £58.69
Rear Bearing Kit ....... £14.04
149769 or 149770 Wishbone £24.95
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Link £41.12
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket .. £18.74
Complete Roto TrunnionBush Kit £28.14
GT6 Rotoflex Rear Spring SPECIAL OFFER ..£58.69

MECHANICAL
Engine Mountings (4 cylinder) ..
Engine Mountings (6 cylinder) ..
Oil Filter Spit/Herald High spec Wipac
Oil Filter 6 Cyl (Except GT6) .
Oil filter (GT6) ...

. £4.70
. £6.46
. £3.52

Kit - £37.50 Cooler - £36.50 Compare our Prices
Fully reconditioned Engine Unleaded
High spec any Herald or Spitfire.............c....ooee.. £699.00

UNLEADED HEADS - Crack tested - Pressure
Tested - Bead Blasted - New Valves/Guides
Springs - with Hardened Seats - £193.87

0 oned, exchange
Differential (full recon, exchange;
Decoke Sets from ..
Bottom End Sets (al
Fuel Pumps from £17.56

BRAKES
New Cross Drilled Discs for better heat and water
displacement. Special offer to TSSC Members only
Servo Kit £169.00
Herald and Spitfire ... £34.95
Vitesse and GT6.... £36.95
Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Her/Spit ..£53.95

Full workshop facilities at only £22.00 an hour PLUS VAT

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Vit/GT6£64.56
Caliper Seal Kit Type 12 (early Spit/Her) . £11.74
Caliper Seal Kit Type 14 (late Spit/Her) .. £7.25
Caliper Seal Kit Type 16 P/PB (V/GTS, state chassis no) £10.51
Caliper Pistons from .....

Front Brake Pads (type P £12.86
Goodridge Stainless Hoses (Spitfire Sel £37.95
Front Brake Pads (other models) from .. .£8.16
Brake Discs Herald/Spit ... £15.21
Brake Discs Vitesse/GT6 . £17.03
Brake Shoes Spit/Herald £12.86

Brake Shoes Vit/GT6 ...
Brake Drums (all models) from ...
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Herald/Spit)
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GTS) ..
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)
BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available.
Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us
for an honest opinion.of what does and does not fit!
Remember we fit our own panels in our workshop!

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear wing excellent quality Still £62.19
Spit/GT6 Outer Sill (excellent fit)....
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance (fibreglass)
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance Teel..
Spit/GT6 Floor Pan................
Spit/GT6 Door Skin (high quality,
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (high quality)
Spit/GT6 Boot Floor steel
Spit/1/2/3 Bootlid steel ......
Spit Mk 1V/1500 Bootlid steel
Rear Valance (MkIV / 1500) ..
Rear Valance (Spit |, Il Il
Front Outrigger (Spit/GTS).
Front Chassis Crossmember (Spi ).
Chassis Outriggers (Her/Vit) (Heavy Duty) all ..
Front Chassis Cross Tube
with overrider brackets (heavy duty Her/Vit;
Front Cross Tube Repair ends (Her/Vit) .
Her/Vit Front Valence (F/Glass high quality
Her 13/60 LH Front Wing ..
Herald 13/60 RH Front Win
Herald/Vitesse Sills ........
Herald/Vitesse Front Wheelarch Lip Repair
Herald/Vitesse Doorskins (original pressing) ... £53.99
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (f/glass).. £15.22
Herald/Vitesse Rear Centre Valance (f/glass) .. £25.79
Herald/Vitesse Centre Valance Original Pressing £46.94
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (steel) .... £21.09
Herald/Vitesse Rear Arch Lip Repair....... . £15.21
RADIATORS AND COOLING
Full Width High Cooling Spec (Spit)
Standard Herald and Spitfire exchange .
4 row, High Spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
(no Kenlowe required) exchange ....... LE117.44
Kenlowe Fan Kit (for the power hungry).. .. £88.12
RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS
Windscreen Seal (Spit 1/2/3 GT6 1/2) .............. £15.21
Bright Trim Finisher (for Spit I/I/I/GT6 I/l Her/Vit) £5.95

. £111.62
.. £76.37

Prices subject to change without notice.

‘You must mention this advert to obtain these prices.

Windscreen Seal (Spit IV/1500) ... £14.98
Pair of Bright Trims for (Spit IV/1500 seal) £39.89
Windscreen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Rear Screen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Door Seal Furflex (per side) from.
Outer Door Glass Seal (all cars)
Inner Door Glass Strip .
Boot Seals from only.
‘T’ Pedal Rubbers ..
Herald Rubber Bumper Set (6 parts)

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)
Herald all types (state year and engine size) .... £99.94
Vitesse all types (state year and model) .. £140.95
Spitfire Mkl I (without front pipe).. £99.87

Spitfire MKIIl (full system) ..... .. £111.56
Spitfire MkIV (complete system) .. £115.09
Spitfire 1500 (complete system) . £129.19
Extractor Manifold (1500) . £124.95

Twin Pipe System for above manifold (also see below) .. £140.94
Adaptor pipe 1500 (fits standard Di/pipe to twin system).... £17.56
1500 Spit downpipe for use with adaptor/twin system .. £35.19
MKIIIV downpipe (does not need adaptor) for twin system £29.37
GT6 Mk IIl downpipe for twin system . ... £29.37
GT6 MKkIll (complete stainless system

HOODS AND TONNEAUS
Standard PVC Hoods, all at
Vynide Hoods, all at....
Tonneau Covers from
Double Duck Hoods
Mohair Hoods ........ . £249.95

LIGHTS,FITTINGS, INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS
Halogen conversion kit with bulbs (2 lights not Vitesse).. £24.95
Spitfire MKl Grilles, Original, New! ... £22.95

Wool mix Carpet Sets beautifull quality with

fully bound edges. Choice of coloul

Spitfire MKl - IV . ... £78.76
Spitfire 1500 ..
Herald / Vitesse
GT6 (state model)..
Spitfire Door Panels (pairs only).
Boot Mat Spitfire full size Hardura to OE Spec
Boot Mat Herald / Vitesse full size Hardura ......
Spitfire Spare Wheel Cover
Pre Cut Underfelt Kit........
Gearbox Tunnels Fibreglass 5 .. £22.91
Pair Sunvisors (passenger with Mirror)Spit/GT6 £25.73

SPITFIRE ROLL BARS ‘
Standard Black Primer - £58,69 Padded - £117.50

We are now on the Web!!
Visit us at
www.trgb.co.uk
From our website you can
download our price disc which
over 7,000 part No’s.
ditional search facility
you find the part
d. e.g. type ‘Hood’ and it wil
Hoods we s If you do not have a s to the
Web then give us a call for a free price disc

DO YOU HAVE OUR LATEST
CATALOGUE? LISTING OVER 1500
PARTS!! - SENT ANYWHERE IN THE

WORLD FREE OF CHARGE!!

CARRIAGE FROM ONLY £6.99

. £136.24

FOR A 30KG PARCEL

TRGB LTD Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.
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Here's another selection of your
questions and answers coming
from phone calls to me ... you
can call me on 01633 412377
(between 6pm and 7pm only)

or e-mail me at

carl@heinlein.freeserve.co.uk

Secretary

Q- “I wonder if you can
and it has been off the road for

rebuild between having four
boys and all that goes with it

where it is nearly mobile -
moving house has caused a
sudden spuft. | have the car
running nicely but the battery
is not charging, the ignition
light remains on. | have been
informed that the residual
magnetism in the dynamo may
have been lost It is not

the dynamo brushes seem OK.
Please could you inform me
how to do this operation?”

A-Thanks for your e-mail.
The following is an extract from
a handy little book called ‘Car

Electrics made simpie’ by
Charles Surridge, published

in 1975:

By Carl Heinlein

¢ “Itis necessary to set the residual magnetic field so that when
the dynamo starts to generate current the earthing brush has
the same polarity as the battery earth. Failure to make the
polarities compatible can cause the dynamo to start generating
in the opposite direction to the battery, which may result in
serious damage to the control box. Polarity is corrected in the
following manner:

Disconnect the wire from the ‘F terminal (the small one).Take
{ another length of wire and hold one end to the ‘live’ side of the
battery and touch the other end to the bare 'F’ terminal for about
help me. | have a MkIIl Spit i 4,4 second. Where the connection has been good, removal of this
wire will be marked by a small blue flash, signifying that the
about 15 years, a gradual Gurrent through the field windings has corrected their residual
magnetic field. This means that current generated by the dynamo

will be in the same polarity as the battery. ©
and | am now at the stage :

Q. “Some advice please. | am a TSSC member from the,
North East Area. | own a Triumph Gentry, based on a Triumph
Herald chassis and running gear.

The rear wheels have a very pronounced positive camber when
the car is driven forwards, the rear suspension seems to rise a
few inches and both the wheels tuck under and the tops point
out aver, particularly the nearside one. It is so bad that other
drivers have waved me down, thinking that the wheels were
coming off.

clicking in the control box and

The strange thing is, if | reverse the car, even for a short

i distance, the rear suspension returns to normal and so do the
i wheels, but as soon as | drive forward, up goes the suspension
i and the positive camber returns.

Chris Clarke :

The rear axle is from the original Herald (1963 vintage) however

i the rear spring is a seven leaf affair, presumably from a Spitfire.
The wheels are 157 MG Magnette, fitted via adapters to accom-
modate the larger PCD.

Can you please explain why this happens and can you suggest
anything to overcome the problem?
One other problem, | have just replaced the 1200 Herald engine

Talking Te chmcal

with one from a 1500 Spitfire, it starts, runs and goes
great with no funny noises and no blue smoke,
however when it gets hot, the oil light flickers on
during tickover or when in heavy traffic. Is this simply
a sign of engine wear or could it be something else 7
| have to say that although having only joined the
Club earlier this year | have found it to be a tremen-
dous source of inspiration, (hence the 1500 engine
and 4-branch manifold, although via a single SU carb,
| couldn’t bring myself to cut a hole in the side panel
to accommodate twin carbs) the articles in The
Courier are very informative, there is a great sense
of camaraderie amongst the members and the
weekends etc. are great fun, best thing | have done

in ages, only wish that | had done it sooner

Please keep up the good work, your efforts really

are appreciated.”

the wheel sticking out relative to the bottom.

The Spitfire spring, | suspect, has been used because
it is weaker than the Herald version and will sit the |
rear of the car at the height you require. This is normal
for many Herald-based kits because the bodywork is
lighter. However, | cannot see that the spring has
anything to do with the wheels developing a positive
camber going forwards, yet negative going in reverse.
Likewise, the Magnette wheels should not cause this.

lan Goodfellow
A-Thanks for your e-mail lan. Your suspension is
a puzzling one. The camber angle on the rear suspen-
sion of all ‘our’ non-rotofiex cars is controlled by the
ride height of the rear suspension. The rear hubs are
rigidly fixed to the halfshafts and the wheel cannot
change its angle to the halfshaft because of this.
Therefore, if a car has a weak spring, the car sits
jower and the rear wheels have negative camber
because the differential is below the centre of the
wheels. A strong spring will sit the car higher and the
wheels will take on a positive camber, with the top of

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS

SERVICING THE SOUTH
EAST FOR ALL THE NEEDS
OF YOUR TRIUMPH CARS

& COMPREHENSIVE AND FLEXIBLE

SERVICE SCHEDULES
(3,6, 12 AND 24,000 MILE OPTIONS) ¢

& UNLEADED HEAD CONVERSIONS ¢
¢ MOT REPAIRS ¢

¢ PRE-PURCHASE VEHICLE
INSPECTIONS ¢

¢ HOODS ¢ EXHAUSTS #
¢ CLUTCHES ¢
¢ BODYWORK AND RESPRAYS ¢
¢ TYRES ¢ WELDING ¢
¢ ALL OTHER REPAIR
AND RESTORATION WORK ¢
GIVING A QUALITY OF
WORKMANSHIP SECOND
TO NONE AT A PRICE
THAT'S RIGHT

(01622) 817416

TIMELESS

CLASSICS

77 THE STREET, MEREWORTH,

MAIDSTONE, KENT MEI18 5LZ
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It is possible that the offset of the wheels

your wirg-wheel adaptor set-up but | can only

(this is because the effective track width

spring load is applied to the half-shaft) has not.

deflect more to support the car's weight .... the
car sits lower with greater negative camber on
the rear wheels.

The change in the camber of the rear wheels
must come from a force on to (or generated by)

cause an inward-force on the tyre. This in turn

me know!

the foliowing:

but if you're an optimist, it is quick to try a
different oil pressure switch.

2. Your oil is very thin.-When was it last
changed and what grade are you using? In a
tired engine you will need one of the thickest
grades, such as 20W50. Modern oils can be

24

i your oil pressure.
(distance from the hub mounting face to the
centre of the tyre) is now greater because of
increasing the oil flow from the pump, thereby reducing the
see that this may make the car sit slightly lower
while but, if the crank journals are worn, this is only a temporary
(distance between the rear wheels) has |
increased but the distance between the rear
trunnions (which are the points at which the

3. Your engine is simply worn. Wear of main and big-end
bearings, as well as the camshaft and rocker shaft all go to

pressure. Changing the crankshaft bearing shells may help for a
solution ... a crank regrind will be required eventually. The rocker

assembly doesn’t take much oil (not enough really, which is why
some Triumph traders sell the external oil feed kits to improve oil

distribution to the top of the engine), check the wear of the rockers
You, therefore, have less leverage of the force |
from the spring/trunnion on to the road wheel
and the rear spring and suspension must
for the rocker-shaft simply leaks out of this hole. If yours is
missing, check whether it is lodged alongside a pushrod inside
one of the rear camshaft followers. You can normally find
them there!

on the shaft but also check the presence of the small cross-point
screw on the rearmost pillar. Without this screw, the shaft turns
(putting all the ittle oil feeder holes in the wrong place) and the oil

the wheels as the car rolls backwards and Q- “[am doing a ‘bottom-up’ restoration on a GT6 Mkl (might

forwards. | can only think that it must be due to

the rear tracking. If the rear tyres toe-in, as the

car rolls forward, any excessive toe-in would i address before long. Mine is also a Smiths, but has two bullet

i connectors on the rear - as well as the ground and negative

even finish it one day!). The bit in your article in September
Courfer about rev counters prompts a question | will have to

would cause the wheel to ‘tuck-under and Lucar connectors. One of the bullets is fully shrouded and looks

exhibit positive camber. Likewise, in the reverse i like a female connection, the other is male. Internally the wiring

direction, the force at the contact point of the from these connections makes two turns through another coil, so

tyre would be outwards and cause negative i presumably we have an induced signal here rather than a direct

camber. Get the rear toe-in/toe-out checked. If

anyone has any better ideas for lan, please let to the distributor, but | could be wrong. Unfortunately the instru-

i ment wasn't connected up when | bought the car. Any thoughts?

With regard to your 1500 engine, your oil light Secondly, to the rear leaf spring {Rotoflex). Presumably if the

flickering on at hot tick-over is probably one of i spring has taken a permanent set over the years | should be able

to detect it by making measurements whilst the spring is in its

connection. | guess that one bullet goes to the coil, and the other

1. The ol pressure switch screwed in to the : free state, i.e., removed from the car. Do you have any data, and

side of the engine has a very high ‘threshold’ is it a reliable indicator of what it will be like under
pressure and does not go open-circuit until too
high a pressure. | doubt this is your problem
A- Tachometer. No | don’t have any ideas. I've looked through
other Triumph-car manuals | have and they all show the same
basic set up as the 1500 Spitfire. Could one of the positive, male-
£ bullet connections be for illumination or is illumination catered for
by a separate aperture in the back of the instrument. Can anyone
! else help?

10W40 and will be thinner when hot, lowering

working conditions?”

Richard Binks

Rear spring. ! can telt you that if | measure a good spring

removed from a Mkli, that the height of the underside of the
spring’s centre from the ground is 116mm. This is measured when
you stand the spring on the floor and measure from the floor up to
the underside of the spring where it becomes clamped to the top
of the differential. | am afraid that this is not very scientific and |
cannot tell you at which height the spring is classified worn. Check
the height of your spring and, unless it is very different to my mea-

job, sell the car??7?).

the car! Is it the solenoid again? Might it be something else?

too certain, actually.

which had a standard exhaust system.

come up with some thoughts on the way forward.”

i hoses on the radiator and where the
engine fan goes. It is very easy fo
i damage your radiator! Once the
sump is off, you will need to remove
the rearmost main bearing cap.
Keep the cap, with its bearing shell
{ and be sure to refit it later the same
surements, | would try it before scrapping it and buying a new one.

i crankshaft  end

Q. Hi, on-going saga of non-clearing clutches is of great alongside the main journal, you can

interest to a current sufferer ... So if | need to replace the thrust ‘drag’ the thrust washers out of

washers ... is it difficult? Where are they? There’s been a lot of their locations in the block. If the

discussion about it, but | can't find any article in The Courier that bearing shell itself starts to turn out

actually refers to how you go about it. (Not looking for a long of the block, just turn the crank the

reply just point me in the direction! i.e. engine out, all out, garage other way and it will stay there. If

you're not changing the two bearing

And a new one, maybe ... after 15 or 20 miles, the overdrive just shells on all of the engine, be sure

drifts away. Regular as clockwork. Then, the next morning, it's that the bearing shells go back from

working again, for 15/20 miles. {my journey to work is 17 miles)! A where they came. Inspect the crank

year ago | replaced the solenoid (with a Rimmer exchange one, ' for damage on ‘the thrust washer

as the overdrive stopped working completely), and I've filled the faces and if there is damage then

gearbox with oil, so it dribbles out into my eye when I'm under the engine will need to come out to

¢ fit a replacement crank but if these

When | say it drifts away, when | engage it, it sometimes sort of i are OK then you can just change the

goes in, when | take my foot off the accelerator, but it won't hold washers themselves. Also check the

in, and as soon as | put my foot down again the engine revs up to block for signs of any damage. If a

non-overdrive. Same with 3rd. 3rd overdrive has never seemed thrust washer has come out before
£ this will have most likely damaged
Seems as if something’s getting hot and then stopping working. ¢ 0 plock.
The car’s got a tubular manifold and twin S/S exhaust, and every-

thing down there seems to get hotter than the Spit | had before washers you ‘have removed and

compare to the measurement of the
Anyway: | hope you don’t mind this rambling note, and you can i end float made earlier. Determine if
fitting new washers would bring the
Gordon Osborn crankshaft's end float back within
A-Thrust Washers. You don’t say what model your car is but,
as far as changing the thrust washers goes, they are all very
similar. You will need to follow a Workshop Manual for your car to
get the correct tightening torques, etc. but essentially, the job can
be done in the car. First, measure the crankshaft's end float accu-
rately. You may need this measurement later. Next, you will need
to drain the oil and remove the sump. To do this you will need to
release the engine mounts and lift the engine a little to get the

sump away from the block. Be carsful here with the ‘pull’ off the :

way around. Now, by rotating the
probing up

Measure the thickness of the

the spec. of 0.0047-0.008". New
washers have a thickness of 0.091"-
0.093” and it is possible to get
0.005” over-thick versions to help
get the endfloat within tolerance.
When you have fitted the new
washers be sure to check that you
have the minimum end float of
0.004” before reassembling the rest

N
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of the engine. Re-assembly from here is a : valve stem with the ball in its seat. The procedure is described in
reversal of the dismantling but watch the tight- gthe Haynes manuals, as well as the original Workshop Manuals
ening torques on the bearing cap and on the §and ensures the sealing of the ball on the valve
sump bolts. Most leaky sump gaskets are due ° The adjustment of the solenoid. Again, this procedure is
to over-tightening of the bolts causing distor- édescribed in the manuals.
tion of the sump itself. The exhaust will not help here, because the oil will be getting
Overdrive slipping. From your description, the hotter and thinner. Overdrive units are not at all efficient and they
overdrive cone clutch is slipping. The outer §can get very hot. | have found that removing the sound deadening
lining of the cone clutch takes a lot of abuse §at the rearmost part of the gearbox cover lets more air around the
when the overdrive is engaged and, particularly §overdrive and lets it run cooler (I had a GT6 with a J-Type |
on the D-type, is very prone to failure. However, éoverdrive that used to stick on after a long motorway drive.
because yours is only slipping when the oil is §Removing the cover revealed that the bag of deadening had
warm, | think that the slipping is caused by a bonded itself around the overdrive and was acting like an nice
low operating pressure causing a lower load on insulating jacket. Removing this part of the deadening completely
the clutch and letting it slip. Things to check are: removed the sticking problem). If none of the above helps, the
@ The condition of the oil hydraulic section of the overdrive requires overhaul or a recondi-

® The cleanliness of the filter : tioned overdrive is required. Speak to the people at O/D Spares in Red Herald 1200 Grey Herald 1200 Monte Carlo Herald  Red/White Herald 1200
® The sealing of the little ball in the operating : Coventry on 01203 543686. | have found them very helpful and VA5000 .....£10.95  VA5005 .....£10.95  VA5006.....£10.95 VA5007 ......£10.95
valve, just above the solenoid on the D-type. gthey will sell you separate seal kits as well as any other compo- | / 7 |
Remove the valve and gently tap the end of the : nents you might require if you have a go at it yourself. / K&R REPLICAS /

That’s it for another month .....

B ery high qualit
nenlnode it KIT PRICE ........£28.50 | P E|
2 jou build yourself.

8] 416 9177 FHIHSHILSTNTT IWVHNIENT 1336LS NIV ‘SH340 056!

| =
M.B.0.C. Recommended . s HERALD| : [SPITFIRE|
n 15.5.C. Top Trader m & - o @ 1200 Saloon  Miki Mk
: P é 1200 Conv e ki1
] | L‘_’a/ hood upor down : iy S MKl
N N 1200 Coupé hood up or down
- u \ 12/50 Saloon MKV e
5 Sales, Spares and Service for Splifire, GT6, Herald and Vitesse 5 sunroof open closed : orwinbdton i | VITESSE
5 A Complete Service [opening Tines |How to Find Us 2 " . ;Zzg gzl::fn ia0¢ e %Z ialoo,;t'b/
f.P:;;tol.C:r l,.r . T:Iﬂdrl; rc range of Monday to Friday: |2 minutes from the State model & car type when HoGH nor o or with hardtop onvertible

| UNLEADED FUEL| Vo :;,f;;:k:hogf;-;";;'_- o vougit - [8.30am to 5.30pm | Mot Certre kator | 88 ordering. Please allow 28 1500 USA Version : Mkil Saloon
|  star fuel will not be war and rebullds and a fast | Salurday: Why not visit our retall ey T daciery. : food Updoi : Mkil Convertible
[ attheendof this year. ALead | ang ufﬂclom mall order service. 8.30am to 2.00pm :v’:cw' callers are always B Th; m’ndels can bqf_bmtl_t to : or with hardtop :

Replacement Fuel (L.R.F) will order to your specification.

be available at most petrol Fast Mail Order Please ring for details. / e e
L e Hrmcanun ™™ ™ | Next day deiivry s our speciaity with pices | FREE CATALOGUES! / u . 7 Miniature Models
. FUEL ADDITIVE from Just £6.00 and also export to Europe and Telophone, fax or write for sar - l - : 4

et [ S __ | Sl e [HERALD| : [SPITFIRE| [GT6 ]
L St s e | ToIEPNORE: (O151) ABE DH22 |t e m 1200 Coupé Mk I/MKIII Mk MKl

B Jo 3 € leateon Muou- it Fax: (D181) 488 4791 | ol ND
1 = il sales@s el . 1200 Conv i MkIV & 1500 BO

PITFIRE/HERALD - £195 o) ke - 1 E =

GrowTESSE - £275 | el m(?n'r.tll m”:::"'“::':: :' 1200 Saloon [VITESSE|  GT2+2
L it _ i i n 1200 Estate Mkl Saloon . GT4s
WE e R GG ae B DU Bow, Sueliell Ty anil Wear NES 344 13/60 Saloon . Mkl Convertible : 2L Saloon

www.sportscarsupphes co. uk ‘ 13/60 Conv  : MKl Saloon 2L Convertible H005b‘ ALL CARS
S 7»;(-’-73"1«- 13/60 Estate i Mkil Convertible '£3.05

X ORDERS HOTLINE 4 FAX HOTLINE

' 01858 434424 01858 469693

www.tssc.uk.com 27
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948 & 1200 Register

By Bill Davies

¢ familiar Heralds in the car park

with a seasonal picture : at any club events, including a

aken last year of a
pair of 1200
saloons in the :
snow. The car
closest to the camera now :
belongs to Andy Webb, the
Area Organiser for the TSSC in :
Oxford. The other car is my 5
own 1200 Saloon, which has :
been used and abused as my
daily transport for 5 years and -
is currently undergoing a well
needed rebuild.

Like many other Club
members | attended the :
Sandown Park Triumph Show
in October. Amongst the many

i rather sweet 948 Coupé. | have

| thought I'd start this month | ;¢ coveral | have never seen always thought of the Coupé

© as the prettiest of all club cars,

1961 Herald 948 Coupé - Sandown Park 99

Early Style
Valances

Lip formed as part of valance

and it’s really satisfying to find a nice unrestored example. This one has
the later style ribbed roof, and still wears it’s original Coffee and Sebring

Well, Well, Well!

i instance has bolted rear valances, where
those on the earlier cars were welded inte-
grally with the boot floor and rear wings.
Many earlier cars have been repaired with
bolted valances as replacements for rusted
originals. This does not seem to be the
case with Darren’s Coupé, as the construc-
tion of the bodywork was different and can
be easily identified. Where the valances
were originally bolted in place, the lip for
: the boot seal is formed as the edge of the
boot floor panel. The wing lower edge was
© formed in a “U” section to meet the closing
panel at the edge of the boot floor. On the
© welded style, the lip is formed as part of the

rear valance. The wing forms an “L”
section welded to the top of the quarter

White paint. Having led a quiet life with
(I think) only one previous owner, it has
survived remarkably well. Registered in
1961, this is a late production 948 with the
P i optional white rubber
bumpers, which were
soon to become a
" standard fitting on
X the 1200.
. The Coffee interior is
generally good, though
the unusual leather front
seats are both badly
torn. Darren, the car’s

Later Style
Valances

_\_\//
~ Lip formed as part of floor

owner tells me that he is looking to sell this car, as :
the pressures of a young family mean he has little
time to work on improvements. Drop me a line if
you're interested, and | will put you in touch
with Darren.
Many of the late 948 Heralds incorporate changes
seen later in the 1200 models. Darren’s Coupé for :

valance, which in turn is welded to the
closing panel. | have included diagrams to
show the two different styles, as it is all but
impossible to photograph this area.

The boot floor itself is the early style,
where the spare wheel well is pressed inte-
grally with the floor panel, having a ribbed
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Herald Production Differences

Boot Floor - Early Style from 1959 - 1961/727N01e seam in bottom of wheel well

disk welded in to form the base of the well. This style was fitted to
the first cars from January 1959, and appears to have been a
difficult panel to produce. Some cars show extreme rippling in the
bootfloor as a result of the deep pressing operation, which
suggests there was a high reject rate during the manufacturing

well pressed as a separate panel.

Both styles of floor were used interchangeably until late 1961 or :
early 1962, when the new style became standard. The early style

Boot Floor - Late Style from 1960 - 1971 Note seam where wheel Well joins floor

i was certainly common on
© Herald 1200s with the Mk
© chassis, even though the
© factory parts lists only show
this floor on the 948.

process. A new style of floor was introduced during 1960, which
must have been easier to produce, having the entire spare wheel

My thanks to Paul Cull

' for giving me access to his
: vehicles for the boot
i floor photographs,

)

Here we are at the

top end of 1999 and | : : , ,
: enthusiast, | had owned Midgets and an MGB GT in the past and

have a SPGCIal smry it was an MG Midget that | looked for initially. Fortunately | could
not find one that | liked. When | saw the Gentry | was hooked and
| bought it straightaway. Mine was built around the late eighties,
early nineties and some of the attention to detail is a credit to the
builders, | believe there were two, one taking over from the other.
Although the Gentry is a kit car it is not simply a case of bolting a
few parts together, from what | have seen construction requires
just about every skill known to man.

"My intention was to have something that | could wash and polish
wall ‘and truly converted from and then drive. For the first season | managed to get away with
this, my youngest son Daniel and | visiting various kit car shows
| thought that you might be :
¢ DVLA to register the car as a Gentry, complete with the original

 registration number.

for you from the top
end of England.

he words and pics
are supplied by lan
Goodfellow from
County  Durham
who, as you will see, has been

Morris Garages. Over to lan:

interested in my car, an RMB
Gentry, MG TF replica based

upon a 1963 Herald 1200 :
chassis and running gear. |
decided to get the car about
eighteen months ago when my

Now | hate to admit it, but at the time | considered myself an MG

up and down the country. Also, | finally managed to persuade the

As | became more involved with the car it began to restore my

faith in Triumphs. | had had some unfortunate experiences when |
iowned a Stag some twelve years earlier. Although it was a
: beautiful car it was beset by the overheating problem and quite

The Teddy Bear Run

That's no Duck

By Trevor Collett

eldest daughter had bought a Mazda MX5. Driving the MX5
reminded me of how much | had enjoyed small sports cars in my
younger days. Plus | was running out of excuses to borrow it.




frankly it worried me to bits. | :
was glad when | eventually :

sold it. My eldest son appar-

have been right.

So, warming to the marque, |

felt that | wanted to become
more involved with like-
minded folk. The

plunge and joined the TSSC

32
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!{‘—gb o S S pd 5%
On the North West Durham Moors
Next thing | know we are off to Leeds to join a convoy of Triumphs on the A64 run.

Amid cars covered in teddy bears and driven by people, whom, even if they own a
ently had proudly announced :
to his junior school assembly
when | first got the car that his
Dad had a “Triumphant Slag”.
Looking back | think he may

hood think that it's only to keep snow out. | realised that | was not alone in my
madness, in fact compared to some | felt quite sane.

Various other events quickly followed but disaster was about to strike, my cosy
little world of washing and polishing was about to come crashing round my ears. |
was beginning to be overcome with a heavy attack of the dreaded inspirations. The
Gentry looked the part, but compared to the Spitfires etc., it lacked power -
something had to be done. Initially, against good advice, | decided to try and uprate

the 1200 engine. Halfway through sourcing the necessary parts, twin carbs, elec-
i tronic ignition etc. the engine must have got wind of what was happening and
Gentry
Register are a really nice
bunch but a bit thin on the
ground up here in the North :
East. Earlier this year | took the

deciding that at thirty six years old it had had enough; it promptly blew up.
Taking the bull by the horns | fitted a 1500 Spitfire engine, with some very
welcome help from club member Geoff. All went well as | was now heeding the
advice of those who knew better, Andy from Sportscar Supplies and Kipping’s web
site being particularly helpful, especially with the conversion of the clutch assembly

from coil spring to diaphragm type to match the 1500’s flywheel.
and contacted Andy, Area :
Secretary for the North East.

The only real setback came when | tried to fit the twin SUs, there just is not enough
room, without cutting a hole in the side panel and | was becoming very reluctant to

do this. Then a
stroke of luck, an
article appeared in
the Courier, in which
John  Thomason
mentioned that he
runs his Spitfire with §
a single carb. A
check with a tape
measure  showed
that | could probably
get away with that.
So obvious, why
didn't I think of it ?

| then contacted
Andrew Turner the
carburettor special-

ist and he supplied all the :
necessary parts, and a great :
deal of very good advice, mind
you he did sell me a four :
branch manifold and sports :
silencer as well. One last part :

to fit, the Aldon electronic

a short time on the Herald
engine, but it would not fit into

at Stafford.
A call to TSSC HQ where |
bought the kit from confirms

different and by the way you
are not the first to ask. Still,

they were very pleasant and
tried to be helpful by suggest-
ing that | sell my kit and buy :
the correct one for the 1500.
However, when | checked the
drive end of both distributors

they appeared to be the same,
could the 1200 fit into the

1500 engine? Well yes it did, :

and appears to work OK.

people were keen to help and :
the genuine interest that it has :

confirmed washer and polisher

like myself it was a giant leap, :

as they say.

Finally, one downside, | now :
the windscreen
: becomes covered in dead flies, :
before they used to be able to
see me coming and had plenty
of time to get out of the way,
now they just get splattered.
Victims of progress | suppose.
Thanks lan, a good tale, well
: told. lan’s Gentry looks like an
i excellent example of the art of :

Daniel and Ducks

© kit car building. Apart from a

Was it all worthwhile? The : fay0ur of the car itself there is

answer is a resounding yes, : one strong thread that weaves

the little car has been trans- its way through this story - the
formed, it feels much safer in :
: modern traffic, | can even :

ignition kit which | had run for

unbounded friendliness and

: helpfulness of Triumph people.

overtake now and it really is What's the

 funto drive. The most pleasing : important accessory for any
: aspect for me has been how :
my bargain, nearly new 1500
distributor which | picked up :
© generated. OK, it was only an
© engine change, a minor event
{ to many, but for a once
the worst, yes there are :
different kits for different dis-
tributors and no, unfortunately,
we don't sell the bits that are |
: find  that

single most

: Herald-associated car this
: year, next year and the year
: after? A subscription to

Trevor does
the Ton!

He’ll kill me for saying this
but - that was Trevor’s 100th
register! His commitment
and enthusiasm always
shows through and | for one
look forward to the next 100.
No pressure mate! Well
done and thanks from us all

Bernard (Ed)
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THE TRIUMPH
SPORTS SIX CLUB

INTERNATIONAL

C BARD COLE

For further details and a priority request form call FREEPHON

0800 776 262

Quoting TX92

THE TRIUMPH
SPORTS SIX CLUB

The Triumph Sports Six Club Visa Card is issued by MBNA Interational Bank Limited. Registered Office: Stansfield House, Chester Business
Park, Wrexham Road, Chester CH4 9Q0. Registered in England Number 2783251. The monthly MBNA interest on purchases is 1.46% (variable)
equivalent to an APR of 18.9%. The monthly interest on cash advances is 0.57% for 6 months from the date your account is open, an APR of
6.9% for credit card cheques and an APR of 8.6% for other cash advances. Six months from the date your account is opened the monthly
interest rate for purchases applies to all transactions. APRs are calculated on the basis of a £1,000 credit limit and the minimum monthly
payment of just 2% of the outstanding balance (minimum £5). There will be a handling charge for cash advances other than credit card
cheques of 1.5% (variable) (minimum £1.50, maximum £25.00). Credit is available subject to Status, only to UK residents aged 18 or over.
Written quotations available on request. Telephone calls may be monitored and/or recorded.

AD-10-99-3554-AS

Now you can take advantage
of a credit card with no
annual fee and valuable
extra benefits. It’s available
exclusively to you and other
Triumph Sports Six Club
members.

e No annual fee

e Low rate for transferred
balances of 6.9% APR
fixed for six months
from the date your
account is opened

¢ Low interest rate of
18.9% APR (variable)
for purchases

e FREE additional
insurances

e No liability on
lost or stolen
MBNA cards

e FREE 24 hour
Customer
Satisfaction
Helpline

* Accepted at over
15 million places
worldwide

Please send me full details and a
priority request form for the
Triumph Sports Six Club Visa Card.

Name

Address

Postcode
Home tel. no. (incl. STD)

Please note:

NO STAMP IS REQUIRED

Send this coupon to:

Triumph Sports Six Club Visa Card,
Priority Request,

MBNA International Bank Ltd,
FREEPOST, Chester CH49QQ TX92

PPL

TO THE TRADE & RETAIL PUBLIC

MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOCKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
T0 BODY SHELLS

CALL NOW

Front lower valance 1200 O.E
Front lower valance 13/60 O.E .
Front lower valance Vitesse O.E.
Herald 13/60 front panel 812140
1200 front wing - L/H. R/H, 805826/7
13/60 front wing inc. rear strip, 713267/8 .
Vitesse front wings
Front wing ‘D’ plate 703627,
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9
Complete door assembly (902256/7) .
Sills 803070/803071
Tread plate repair panel
Stainless steel tread plate finishers Triumph logo
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance .
1200/13/60 rear centre valance...
Inner front wheel arch, left hand/right 903 075/6.
Rear Outer wheel arch, 802845/6
Front wing arch repair panel
Rear wing arch repair panel
Bonnet corner moulding 706161/2 .
All chassis outriggers/side rail/ boot extension
Full white rubber bumper set ...£80.00
Rear overriders (703708/9) £31.50 each
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 704033 ... ...£2.50
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 £20.50 each
Door hinges 607824 £15.00 each
Boot hinges... .£23.50 per pair
R/H engine bay valance 1200 13/60 .E27.50
Door to glass outer weather strip ... £5.75 each
Hoods vinyl inc. zip out window £85.00 each
Hoods original ICI flame retardant.... ...£130.00 each
Pedal rubbers 122289 £2.50 each
Set of 8 front suspension bushes (119451) . .£10.00 set
Front Suspension Shim 122022 ... £1.25 each
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 12 . £19.50 per callper
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 14 .
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16P .
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 16PB
Recon exchange Caliper type 12
Recon exchange Caliper type 14 ...
Recon exchange Caliper type 16P
Recon exchange Caliper type 16PB.
Brake pads type 12
Brake pads type 14
Brake pads type 16P/16PB
ds

.£13.50 each

Stainless steel tread-plate finisher Triumph logo
Half floor L/H and R/H Deep Pressing
“A" post lower panel filler L/H and R/H 706288/9
Bonnet hinge pivot box (RKC362/3) .....

Bonnet hinge tube R/H 911108
Rear wing LH/RH repro ..
Rear wing front repair panel
Rear wing rear repair panel
Spitfire rear lamp panel (716182) ...
Rear valance 908970
= T L L — : ...£55.00
Steel boot lid 911327 £150.00 each
Rear inner/inner wheelarch, L/H and R/H 725563/4. £44.00
Rear outer wheelarch 909661/2 ...£32.50
Windscreen aperture panel drip channel .. .£12.50 a palr
Windscreen rubber chrome insert (917248/9) . .£32.50 per set
Hard top rear screen 819959/XKC3641 .

Hard top rear screen seal 911040
Door hinges 607824 .

Exterior door handle L/H an, acl
Window regulator L/H and R/H 911271/2

Window regulator glazing channel L/H and R/H 706789/90.
Front outrigg C

Oil pump TKC 1974 .
Waterpump 216939/GWP 128
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774
Air filter assembly including filters 217822 .

£12.50 pair
£60.00

...£10.00 each
£28.50
£35.00 each
£87.50 each
£9.50 each
£10.00 each

£12.50 each
£29.50 each exchange
£29

£35.00 each
£35.00 each

Oil filters GFE 119/150 . . ....£3.00
Heater valve 724021 ....... .£29.50 each
Front wheel bearing kit GHK1021 £12.50
Front Wishbone bushes 119451(set of 8) £10.00

Front shock absorbers GSA364

Front suspension vertical link and trunnion assembly
Front suspension top ball joint GSJ155

Stub axle UKC697
Track Rod End
Steering joint 142140/FAM 1718 .
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 .
Rear wheel bearing kit GHK 1029
Early/late rear drive shaft.

Recon Drive Shaft Assembly .
Rear shock absorbers GSA 385.
Transverse rear suspension leaf spring 159640

Recon Brake Caliper type 14 . £36.00
Brake caliper offside/nearside 159130/1.
Brake disc 208715 £14.50

£20.00 each

Track Rod En
Rear Shock Absorbers GSA 385
Front Shock Absorber
Herald Rear Leaf Spring 305945
Herald recon exchange drive shaft assembly inc. shoes ....£130 each
Herald/Vitesse Non Rotoflex Driveshaft £
Universal joint with grease nipple
Herald new alternative Distributor (exchange)
Vitesse Delco Distributor Cap
Inlet manifold banjo bolt (145155)
Herald oil filter GFE 119/150 ...
Herald O.E. Head Gasket £6.50
Set of 4 SparkPlugs 1200 and 12/50
Early Vitesse carburettor (Solex) front
Vitesse 2 litre Q.H. Clutch Kit £65.00
Clutch Slave cylinder 13/60 £45.00
Vitesse inner sealed beam light unit GLU105 £5.50 palr
Boot catch 611225 £8.50
Seat Belts (inertia type)

£45.00 palr

sersenes. . £558.12
£58.00 each

Spitfire Mkill complete bonnet assembl

Caliper repair kit inc. piston £15.00
GIRLINGBrake master cylinder ... £40.00 each
Har front cable 121766 3.00
Handbrake cable end fork (104749) ....£2.00 each
Rear wheel Brake Cylinder .7 Diameter £6.50

Rear handbrake lever 123135 £5.00

Clutch Kit 1500 Q.H. £60.00
Clutch Slave Cylinder Gsy 103 £45.00
New Distributor 1500 £57.50

Recon. Distributor (1500) RKC 638 £47.50 g
Distributor cap MKIV ... £3.50
Universal joint with grease nipple .......... £6.00
Dash top cover 815281 £25.00

Seat covering set. Brown cloth houndstooth material,complete car set OE. £95.00
Knee pad L/H and R/H 719391/719401 £12.00 each
Carpet set Black £65.01

Gearbox Tunnel Retaining Plate 608383 0.95
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 613666 .. £2.50 each
Hoods original ICI flame retardant inc. -..£130.00
Hood vinyl inc window ..... R £85.00
Inertia seatbelts with warning light wire . £45.00 per pair
Inertia seatbelts less warning light wire . £40.00 per pair

Nearside/offside front wings 907154/5 903088/9
Left/Right hand front outer wheelarch 903137/8 ..
Left/Right hand front inner wheelarch 706548/9
Left/Right bonnet hinge tubes 811679/811680 ..
Spit Mklll side lamp mounting panel (910157/8) .
Door skins
Battery box 806707
Rear valance lamp panel 569900
Spitfire Mkill bootlid steel 575787
Dash top cover 706569
Hard top rear screen 807499
Vinyl hood MkIIl inc. zip window ........
Hood MkIIl original ICI flame retardant inc.zip window
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663
Rear lamp assembly 2¢ 17025
Front competition road springs 209033 ..
Track Rod Ends
Rear Leaf Spring 305894
Recon Brake Caliper type 12
Recon Brake Caliper type 14
Original Head Gasket GEG314
Distributor Cap

Bonnet assembly Mklll 913766
arsi ffside front wing Mk |l 908113/4
Nearside/offside front wing Mk | 907154/5 .
R/H front overrider GT6 Mk | 710717
Petrol tank cover board (Mk | and I1)
Boot floor carpet Mkl and Il 810841 ..
Main carpet early Mk Ill new tan 819813
Main carpet late Mkill new tan -
Main carpet Mk Il black 822631.
Quarter light seal front L/H 574098...
Rear quarter light seal L/H new tan Mkl 820613 ...
Dash veneer set Mk Ill 820073
Courtesy light switch 627745
Steering lock 216449/ UKC2719
Seat Belts
New crankshaft 308034
Recon exchange water pump GWP201
Clutch Kit Q.H.
Clutch pedal and box assembly 217431
R/H front suspension vertical link (209072)
Front shock absorbers
Track Rod Ends <6
coupling 152273 £20.50 each

£32.50 each
.£40.00pair
0o

Speedo cable GSD165
Speedo cable Overdrive GSD113... £7.00
Front Valance Support Bracket 712567/8 £8.00

SPITFIRE MkIV & 1500

Front wings 9C

Recon Brake Caliper type 16P.. £55.00

Recon Brake Caliper type 16PB ..£56.00 exchange
Rear brake shoes Mkl and Il and Mk Ill Rotoflex, GBS 750 OE £12.00 set
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416 ... .£20.50
Delco Distributor Cap £5.50

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extr:

£23.00 each

Front wheelarch outer L/H and R/H 909351/2... £27.50 each

Please quote original part number if available. It will help us to help you.

Front wheelarch inner L/H and R/H 909797/8
Headlamp support panel assembly L/H and R/H 818871/2 ...
Front quarter valances offside and ide (815391/2)

Door skins
Nearside/offside sill 903097/8 Non OE
Nearside/offside sill 903097/8 OE
Sill reinforcement panel L/H and R/H 806634/5 ...£6.00 each
Inner sill L/H and R/H 8C £12.50 each
Sill end plate (front) 70 £4.50
Stainless steel oversill kit £39.00 kit

£32.50 each
....£17.50 each
£45.00 each
£25.00 each
...£20.00 each
£30.00 each

Complete range of overdrives built by ex-laycock engineer, POA.
Also complete range of coil suspension springs to fit all models £20.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.
T.D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.
STATION HILL, OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9JX.

TEL: 01952 619585/620434 FAX: 01952 610510.
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\‘ TUNING

The Witimate Range of Tuning Aceassonies fon youn Triumph!

| Stage 2 Unleaded Heads

4 CYLINDER - €385
6 CYLINDER - £575

- Racing Mirrors

£79.95 each
£37.95 pair

4 Pot Caliper
Conversion Kit

For Spitfires. £349.95 |

Pair cross drilled discs |
Set uprated brake pads

Pair 4-pot calipers
Pair Goodridge hoses

brass racing mirrors
with fully adjustable
head. Universal fixing,
will suit all Club cars.

| E?E ‘_ Performance Exhausts ¥

SEMI SPORTS from £160 FULL SPORTS from £175
Extractor Manifolds

High quality chrome on \

Spitfire 4/11 £215 Spitfire lll/IV/1500 £180
GTé6/Vitesse from £275

Aldan Electranm Ignition kits

IGNITION KIT (All Models) £75.00
{ IGNITION KIT (Positive Earth cars) £85.00

Aldon Flame Thrower Coil
HIGH PERFORMANCE CHROME COIL £38.50

Rear Bracket Conversion Kit |C nd

Kit includes:- Pair Spax Dampers Pair High Quality Brackets
itting Instructions CONVERSION KIT £145.00

@il Coolers M%c&%‘oqd‘p

FRONT (PAIR) £97.50

Front Pair Adj S/Seat £125.00

REAR (PAIR) £87.50
70 ROW £42.50 13 ROW £57.50 \ —/

Alloy Wheels

For Roll Over Bars
& Full Race Cages
Please Ring

\| Spin - Off
Y Conversion
| GTG/ITESSE (KIT INCLUDES FILTER)

N\
PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR A SET OF 4 WHEELS (EXTRA WHEELS ALSO SUPPLIED - RING FOR PRICE).

WHOOA ... MX - SILVER 51" X 18" £260.00

WHOO5 ... MX - SILVER X014 oo £345.00 tl R ;

WHO07 ... SUPASLOTS - POLISHED SILVER - 5% X 13" .......... £285.00 HIER PSS

WHO14.... WHEELNUTS - (SET 16) (MUST8E USED WITHALL THEABOVE.... £26.00 ] | Advanced P?’)’"’ ethane
‘ AT e [ Bushesin Stock |

TSSC SPECIAL TUNING, MAIN STREET,

LUBENHAM

SPIN-OFF FILTER
WITH ANTI-DRAIN £35J

@H§ dATa Tt =)

LEICESTERSHIRE LE6 9TF

www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/offers.html
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IV - 1500 Register

Graham quotes the above prices because when he talks to
people at meetings or reads articles in The Courier, he is
. astonished at the prices
some pay for parts or work
to be carried out. The Spitfire
is a simple car, easy to work
on and with a bit of thought,
- cheap to repair and modify.

| also received an interest-
ng letter from Tim Everit
who adds to a number of
points | have recently raised
in The Courier.

In Tim’s words ...

The first point was your
question as to settings for
adjustable shock absorbers,
which | will cover later (but
. for those of you who can't
wait - seven at the front and
five at the back). The second
was the letter from Geoffrey
Clark concerning a sheared
steering column on his
Spitfire 1500 which also
happened to me recently, without warning. Fortunately | was
manosuvring in a car park at the time, although, in fact, this
is when steering components are most likely to fail since it
is when the steering effort is greatest. In my case, the break
(just where the column is grooved to take the bolt connect-
ing it to the impact clamp) was clean and instant. | debated
for some time, whether to have the existing column welded
(the preferred course for the highly experienced mechanic
who maintains all my cars) or whether to source a second
hand one. | eventually opted for a second hand replacement
because | had never heard of this fault occurring before -
now | am not so sure. For all | know, the column | now have
may have done considerably more miles than the original

By John Thomason

his month's photo is sent in by Graham Frackelton of St Helens, Merseyside and
features his January 1978 registered, Inca Yellow Spitfire 1500 on a typical winters day.
Graham bought the car in March 1996 in a sorry state and rebuilt it to the excellent
condition shown in six months. Modifications include an electronic ignition from a
Maestro, as detailed in a previous Courier, for which £8 was paid for the coil, distributor and black
box. The Maestro was also the source of an electric fan for £3, which fitted fairly easily, whilst a
radiator sensor and refay came from a Nissan.

GT6 quarterlights have also been fitted, which Graham says are a most worthwhile addition,
stopping rattling door glass and giving a better seal to the hood. Obviously, the door glass from the
GT6 is also required. Graham also converted the engine to unleaded at minimal cost by stripping the
head and having the machining and fitting of the exhaust valve seats carried out by a local machine
shop. The machining cost £60 which, plus £17 for gaskets, means that the unleaded conversion cost
£77 in total.

Shared Knowled
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and may break tomorrow. | too would be interested to
¢ know if it has happened to anyone else.

Before | start, | think it would be appropriate to say that

when | bought my Spitfire, there was no immediate love
affair, it was just another car that [ fancied trying -
somehow it just grew on me and so managed to survive in
my ownership longer than all the others. These have
included (roughly in order, but don't hold me to it) a
Vauxhall Velox (like a Wyvern, but with a more American
grille), an Austin A35 van, a BSA Scout series 6 (restora-
tion project, still a project when | sold it), a Hiliman Super
Imp (brand new, written off), a BSA Scout series 4, a
Triumph Herald 1200, a Humber Sceptre (pre Hunter
shape), a Sunbeam Alpine V (just as much fun as the
Spitfire, but much less “repairable”), a Volkswagen Beetle
1300 (dreadful brakes), a Wolsely Six (Land Crab shape
with a 6 cylinder engine. Extremely comfortable), a
“Triumph Spitfire 1500, a Morris 1300 (my insurance
company would not insure Cate my wife to learn on a
Spitfire), a Morris 1000, a Ford Escort 1.6i Cabriolet, an
Audi 80 Sport, a *BSA Scout series Iil, a Peugeot 405 SRi
{we all make mistakes), a BMW 525i, a BMW 318is Coupe,
a BMW 535i, a *Triumph Stag MKII (My wife, Cate’s, all-
time favourite, but not mine), a Bristol 411 s5 (Best drivers
car ever, if only it hadn't kept on breaking down), a Land
Rover Defender 90 County V8 (just watch the petrol gauge
move), a Jeep Cherokee 4.0 Ltd, a *Triumph Herald 13/60
(Restoration project for my son to drive when he's 17), a
*Mercedes Benz E280 (The only car {'ve ever owned on
which nothing has failed), a *Land Rover series IIA SWB
(* means | haven't got bored enough to seli them yet).

Firstly, some background : SMG 1825 is a Flamenco Red

{colour code CAD) Spitfire 1500 first registered in October
1977, commission no FH102633. | bought it as its fourth
owner, five years later when it had covered just over
£ 30,000 miles. Since then it has been, in this order - my
£ only car; my second car; Cate’s main car (she drove it the
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day before our son was born, long
after her shape had forced her to
stop driving anything modern); the
car either of us used if nothing else
was available; and, currently, my
everyday car for the daily twenty i
mile round trip to the railway station,
running around at weekends, and so
on. It has now done just under
110,000 miles and in all that time it i
has anly three times failed to get me
they can be extremely reliable. My twenty-two year old car

or Cate home.

The first occasion was when the
offside front trunnion broke. At the
time, we were on our way to a BSA :
Front Wheel Drive Club rally. | was
driving my 1936 BSA Scout and :
Gate was foliowing in the Spitfire as
my support car in case anything
should befall the aged Beeza. On a
long straight road in the depths of
darkest Suffolk something befell the
Spitfire instead. To this day, Cate is
very proud of the dead straight
groove she left in the tarmac as her
now three wheeled Spitfire came to a
halt. It took the RAC six hours to find
us (apparently we dropped off their
control
centres). The only telephone box in
the village obligingly took all our
change and failed to connect us (this
was in the pre-mobile era) and
neither the pub nor the village shop
could provide us with anything to eat
- but since we are still very happily
married it can’'t have been that bad.
The second time was when the same
trunnion broke again about three
years later when | was driving. This
time it chose to fail while | was i
turning right across quite a busy
staggered junction in a bustling
North Essex village. | ended up not

computer in  between

quite blocking al! four roads at the junction but | am glad
that the first lorry to turn up was the recovery vehicle !
(After about 45 minutes this time - the RAC were on the ball
that evening.) Oh vyes, and it was raining. It now has a
Unipart compaonent fitted. The third was when the steering
column broke. For some strange reason, the otherwise very
nice RAC man did not have a spare one in his van (down to
30 minutes this time). When | come to think of it, they
didn't have any trunnions either!

This brings me neatly on to myth number one : “Spitfires
are unreliable”. Rubbish! If they are properly maintained

is still used almost every day summer and winter and | rely
on it absolutely. Not only do | expect it to get me home, |
expect it to do so safely and without fuss.

Which leads me to myth numbers two and three ; “Spitfire
brakes are barely adequate” and “the Spitfire cooling
system is not up to the demands of modern motoring”.
Rubbish and Rubbish again.

The brakes fitted to a Spitfire 1500, when adjusted
properly, are quite capable of locking the wheels at 30mph
on a dry road. | know, because in an emergency not long
ago | did just that. Admittedly, with no servo assistance,
you do have to give them a fairly hard prod to produce this
effect, but | would describe this as rather better than
“adequate”. Even in my seriously tuned car, | have left the
brakes as standard. They were originally specified to stop
the car safely from its designed maximum speed which is
quite close to 100 mph. If you do not plan to seriously
exceed the current speed limits and you have not made the
car much heavier, then the brakes should work
perfectly well.

As for cooling, in 17 years, including holidays in France,
queues for the Dartford Tunnel, crawling along coned off
motorways in sunshine temperatures over 100 degrees and
a great deal of, shall we say, “enthusiastic driving” it has
not overheated once. This has been with a completely
standard cooling system. The proof of the pudding as they
say, is in the eating.

Having said that Spitfires are reliable, they do have their
faults and | would be the first to admit it - who ever decided
to put unprotected mild steel sills so close to the road and
to the front wheels clearly did not have longevity in mind.
Mine need replacing every four years or so - and | simply

do not believe that any Spitfire that is regularly used in the
winter can still be on its original set. | will resist the tempta-
tion here to comment on what some people seem to take
at the rear, but do not believe anyone who tries to tell you

“original” to mean.

The design of the boot is poor. From needing two hands to
open it, to the water dripping in whenever it is opened wet
(it's not as bad at this as my Stag, however, which lets in so
much water 'm thinking of putting some drain holes in} to
i would like to ask a another question. Do the hoods on

the positioning of the spare wheel right in the middle -

“... As for cooling, in 17 years, including
holidays in France, queues for the
Dartford Tunnel, crawling along coned
off motorways in sunshine temperatures
over 100 degrees and a great deal of,
shall we say, “enthusiastic driving” it
has not overheated once. ...

surely putting it to one side would have been better.

Equally the exhaust design is abysmal; | replaced mine
i wooden knob parts company with the inner sleeve giving

years ago with a Club stainless steel semi-sport system with

tubular manifold. This cured the manifold flange gasket
problem at a stroke and gave an astonishing increase in per-
formance, but the semi-sport system is unbelievably noisy
fit over the shock absorbers and had to be replaced

and the under bonnet temperatures now encountered have

prematurely perished most of the hoses (particularly the oil
breather hoses). Did the manufacturers of these systems
fetching - the chrome ones had started to stretch as well

have no idea that this would be the result, or was it just a

cynical case of “let the buyer beware”? | am obviously not
i an improvement.

the only person suffering in this way since | now see a

number of suppliers offering heat proof tape to wrap around
the manifold. | am tempted to try this, but what happens to
the heat? Does it just reappear further down the exhaust
were worn, the suspension was getting sloppy and the
engine started using oil by the bucketful. This was dealt
with as follows: Firstly | fitted some 5.5 J late Spitfire

system where the tape finishes? | also notice that semi-
sport systems are often offered “hardly used” in the classi-
fieds. | don't think | am the only one to find them excessively

noisy. My “stainless” system also rusted through in one
i terrific but have made the steering very heavy at parking

small area, but it was a lot more convenient to have it

welded at my expense than to take it back to the Club or the
spring (and a complete set of rubber bushes), new lower,
15% stiffer front springs (supplied by the Club) and
adjustable Spax shock absorbers all round. These are set

manufacturer and be without my car for an unquantifiable
period of time.

On the subject of Club parts, | have met with degrees of‘

success: The alarm was a disaster - it was difficult to fit, it
was almost impossible to adjust, and it ran the battery
down. Eventually | threw it away. The mudflaps are great

that they can be successfully fitted to the front - after
much meodification, they can be made to fit but they will hit
the ground every time you go over a bump. The hood fitted
perfectly eventually, but it was not a simple job. Here |

earlier Spitfires seal better round
the edge of the curved side
windows than on the later type
straight edged windows? They
always look as if they do, but this
might just be a question of the
grass being greener on the other
side My new Club gear lever
knob has to be screwed up really
tight - otherwise you are left with
a little sounding box which

magnifies every single vibration in the gearbox into a loud,

very irritating buzz. Screw it up too tight, though, and the
rise to a serious case of flying gear knobs when reverse
gear is engaged! So far, the shock absorbers and the front

springs are fine, although the first pair of springs did not

(quickly and efficiently). The rear spring lifter does the job
perfectly well and the stainless steel wheel nuts look very

as rust. Only time will tell whether the stainiess ones are
Now to your original question on shock absorbers! Some

time ago now (at around the 100,000 mile mark) lots of
mechanical bits started to get tired together. The tyres

wheels together with some 175 x 70 tyres. These look

speeds. To go with these | fitted a new standard rear
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at seven at the front and five at the rear. The
engine | had rebuilt using a Triumphtune
Stage 3 (big valve) cylinder head and a
Triumphtune Road 83 camshaft designed to
extract maximum torque from the long
stroke 1500 engine. We also added an oil
cooler, duplex timing chains and so on.
Incidentally, | do not hesitate to recommend
Moss Triumphtune. The parts supplied (after
quite a wait, admittedly) were of excellent
quality and their advice has been unstinting-

Iy given.

The suspension and tyre modifications
have certainly altered the ride, the handling
and the roadholding. The ride is worse - it is
considerably less comfortable over a bumpy
road and | am considering softening the
front shock absorbers a little to try to
improve this. The handling is more pre-
dictable and the car feels more assured, par-
ticularly through bumpy bends. It does now
have very slight understeer which it did not
have before. As comering speed builds this
gives way to delightfully neutral handling all
the way until eventually the back will slide
out, but | have to say you have to be very
determined to achieve this in the dry. The
ultimate roadholding in the dry is a signifi-
cant improvement over the standard set up,
but in the wet, well, | don’t think it is worse,
but it doesn’t seem much better either, At the
end of the day | find that most journey times
on winding roads in my Spitfire are broadly
simifar to my modern Mercedes Benz, driven
in a similar manner - uitimately, of course,
the Mercedes does hold the road rather
better but somehow it never feels as though
it's going to. '

I cannot really comment on the engine
modifications yet. At first, against advice, |
decided to stick to standard air filters and we
have had all sorts of problems getting the
carburation right, not to mention problems
getting it through the MOT emissions test.

We have now invested in some K and N filters, new jets,
needies and springs for the original SU 1.5” carburettors.
When we have had a chance to play around with this set up
for a bit, I'll let you know how | got on (if anydne is the
least bit interested that is). The potential is there, however.
Even in its current “nearly there” form the mid range accel-
eration is wonderful and it will pull to 6,000 rpm in top -
with a standard non-overdrive (3.63:1?) differential. 'l
leave it for the more imaginative of you to work out how
fast that is. The downside is that the power is not quite in
the right place for my needs using the current gear ratios.
An overdrive and higher differential are probably the
answer to this, but that is for the future when we've got
everything else right .........

To sum wup : in seventeen years the car has had one
replacement gearbox (at about 50,000 miles); two differ-
entials - one second hand one fitted at about 70,000 miles
which gave up the ghost after the modified engine was
fitted and was replaced with a Rimmers reconditioned unit
(it seems eerily quiet now after years of gradually increas-
ing whine); one major engine rebuild; and lots and lots of
little bits and pieces. It has had one major body rebuild
courtesy of M.W. Restorations (whom | would happily
recommend to anyone); a total of three resprays including
the one that Mike gave it (the brake dust from trains that
lands on the car as it sits in the station car park absolutely
destroys paint work); four sets of sills (as | write | am told
that it will need set number five for its MOT); and one
repair to the chassis where it had cracked around the front
near side suspension mountings (caused no doubt by
enthusiastic driving, bumpy roads and old age).

I reckon that the total cost of owning this car works out
at something under £750 a year (excluding insurance and
petrol) and that includes the cost of buying it all those
years ago. And it is still worth something - though | would
never dream of selling it (apart from the fact that | went on
my honeymoon in it - the economics of changing it just
make no sense at all). How many other cars are so
repairable? If something breaks or corrodes you simply
replace it. On past evidence, | can see no reason why this
Spitfire should not do another 22 years, legisiation
allowing. But there are occasions when | wish it would not
drip icy water down my neck, over my legs, along my arm
......... Tim Everit
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Styling illustrations by the hand of Giovanni Michelotti for the Spitfire,
and now you Know what the ‘M’ stands for on the bonnet handles!
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WALL DRIVE
" SOCKETS AND SPANNERS

The patented Metrinch wall drive profile drives only on the flats and not the corners.
The dimensions of Metrinch sockets and spanners have been precisely calculated so
that a single tool will operate on both metric and inch series fasteners. i.e. a 19mm
spanner can be used for 3/4 AF 3/8 BSW and 7/16 BSF even when either of these have
been worn, damaged or rounded off.

MCS10 ....10 Piece spanner set kit ........ £54.95

This 10 piece combination set is equivalent to a
28 piece conventional set.

COMPLETE WITH TOOL ROLL POUGCH

14 Piece Socket Set °/: Drive

MSS14........ 14 Piece socket set kit............ £65.00

These socket sets, help to save costs with their
multiple applications, which means you need fewer
tools. This kit covers 90% of all bolt sizes on
yourTriumph!! L

SET INCLUDES: PRICES INCLUDE

D VAT
Standard sockets (millimetres/inches)
10+%7 - 11+7/16” - 1247327 - 13+ - 14+%16” - 16+ - 17+""/1s” - 19+3/a”
19mm sparkplug socket. Extra long, with rubber insert, SW 16mm +%" AF

Ratchet, reversible, 25 teeth gear COMPLETE WITH MEAYY

Extension bars. 75mm-+150mm

Extension var wobmo e 4omm . DUTY NIETAL TOOL @ﬂ]@@

L X X X B

www.tssc.uk.com

ALL CUSTOM MADE FOR WORK ON CLUB CARS

T OUOLS

The famous safeshox compressor enables you
fo assemble shock absorbers and springs in a
fraction of the time taken using conventional
hook type compressors.The compressor is a
lot safer to use and won’t damage the powder
coating on your new springs.

Spring Lifter i
o

Helps make light work when removing or
replacing your leaf spring. Constructed
from high tensile steel. In our opinion this
is the best lifter available.

 Fuo puler
£6 95
HPOOT .......................... £59.95

Save time and money on garage bills by using this easy to
use hub puller.

Door Gap Adjuster

DAOOT ... £59.95
A DIY version of a professional
bodyshop tool. The main benefit with this
new tool is that the door can remain in
place during sill replacement and the
door gaps adjusted to gain perfect
clearance when replacing the sill.

P&P\
£2,95
N/

AS001 ........ PACK OF FOUR ........ £8.95

These clamps allow precise and secure
positioning of panels before welding.

Although we have seen many of these
aadvertised, this new product impressed
us, allowing easy removal of spotwelds,
without damaging adjacent panels.

| | 15




Photography problems!

II- 11

I

had a really goodé
article lined-up for this

month. | loaded the

film into my S.LR. i

camera, took the photos but,
as | started to rewind the film,

it didn't feel right, something ;
wrong. | hope these have come
out, | thought. But no, not one
of them came out. So it was all
for nothing. | will have to try

again next month.

Anyway, | have received a
letter from Gordon Hill, the
Devon Area Organiser:

“Dear Brett,

Enclosed is a photo of an
immaculately restored Spitfire
‘4’ you may want to feature in
your articles. | took it at the
Powderham Historic Vehicle
Gathering in July this year. |
caught up with the owners at
the end of the show; they
were'nt members but were
thinking about it. They were an

Wasted Elfo

By Brett Dennis

! older couple who lived in
§Weston-Super-Mare I think
and had done a truly outstand-
£ ing job on the car, concours I'd
{ say! The registration is a
Somerset one too but any
more on the car | have no idea.
i The Spitfire 4 or MkIl in the

background was a local Devon
car that I think the owner had
rescued from a scrapyard!
The dark blue Spitfire Mkl
was seen at the Honiton Hill
Steam Rally over the August

i Bank Holiday and was a nice

restoration job with a photo file of horrors
before and during the work! Didn't meet the
owners I'm afraid.
Regards and keep up the good work.
Gord”

Thanks for that, Gordon. | have met the elderly
couple with the Mkl last year at Branscombe,
Devon. They were also thinking of joining then!
Some people just can’t make their minds up.
P.S. Who is the owner of the Mkl Spitfire Reg.
No. WXH 8 Please contact me.

PP\
£3.95

CHRONO
SPITFIRE MK IV

Approx 6” - 7" long

SM100

£16.99
inc VAT

D1 WA 35 NIV Y13 551

These superb NEW Models are now available from TSSC Regalia.
Available in 3 colours - Racing Green - White & Black. These are only
available in LHD format but are by far the best quality and size model
around. Should you wish to personalise your model, don’t forget we |

stock aerosols of ALL SPITFIRE - T S—
:{@}(") 01858 434424 453 01858 469693

Triumph Colours!
e.mail: Cluboffers@aol.com
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CAR HOODS & INTERIOR TRIM
e PRESTIGE H{OODS .............c.

a new soft top. Standards in qUa
andard off|t vary enormously between different suppllers As ma
an be assured that Prestige Hoods are the finest available. M’q_ssrve
Prices include VAT H/Duty  Superior brochure avafiab
Vinyl Viny! Duck Stayfast ~ Mohair
Spitfire Mk.I to Mk.III fr. £89.95 £108.95 £157.95 £187.95 £239.95
pitiire Mk.Ill & Mk.IV zip fr. £93.95 £118.95 £172.95
d / Vitesse fr. £88.95 £108.95 £172.95
£68.95 £89.50 £104.95
£53.95 £67.95 £88.95

compl et e mis! - 10% Off Tonneau covers when purchased wit'h- hood
iRe-Trim Deals! 3 , N SUPERIOR QUALITY CARPETS

Whole Interior with leathercloth bound edges
. Available in Original De-luxe Pile or 100% Wool Pile, Prestige Carpet Sets |
oY represent the finest quality available:
Original 100%
8€S include VAT Quality Pile Wool Pile Dead®
£84.95 £184.95 £41.9
T, s = e o
» Coflee, Nimbu eral itesse fr.
Gy o Pt g i 5 . £10595 £244.95 £51.9

Blatk Aulumn Leal Ochre, Racing Green, Navy Blue,
|, Grey & Oatm: 00%

New.
o Pltf)’ - 1
i Ol | 10% Off SEHSEFS 13,05,
i / WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER =1
£516- 10 Head Sales Office, United Kingdom:
Seat Covers only 5 Ploce trim panel Tel: (0151) 643 9555 Fax: (0151) 643 9634

Germany 0130 81 42 90 Bitte spechen sie Englisch
set tr. £74.95 Prices subject fo change without notice.Carriage extra.

P REST T GE ' Autotrim Products Ltd. Oak Tree Place, Expressway Business Park, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, L42 1NS, England

CARDINAL TRIUMPH SUPPLIES || CLASSIC SPORTSCAR SERVICES

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE ON
MZ:S’I:S' ORDER SPECIALISTS CLASSIC TRIUMPH SPORTSCARS
v  MASSIVE stocks of Triumph spares new e, £
reconditioned and secondhand v -y / @
w  Computerised stock control
o  Orders placed before 2.30pm normally UN LEAD E
leave the same day CONVERSIONS
w - Superflex polyurethane bushes stocked For SPITFIRE - GT6 - VITESSE - HERALD
«  Burr walnut dashboards stocked for Stag WINTER SERVICES : FREE ANTI FREEZE!
& Spitfire 2000 sq ft Modern workshop facilities
FRE? Cd TALOGEIES * SERVICING * MoT REPAIRS *
e ur fully are free of charge *SPARE PARTS & ACCESSORIES *
AP S PSRN S o ol * CLUTCHES * TYRES * EXHAUSTS *
7 * FUEL INJECTION & CARBURATION
St * BODYWORK * HOODS * INTERIORS *
£ otag * ENGINE TUNING * WELDING *
S TR7 *CARS BOUGHT & SOLD *
* RADIATORS RECONDITIONED *
: Spitfire * NEW ENGINES *
2 p * RECONDITIONED GEARBOXES,
H Tzooo’zsoo MKZ DIFFERENTIALS & AXLES
)
High Level Road Gateshead Tyne & Wear NE8 2AG SOUTH EAST ENGLAND SPREMIER SPORTSCAR CENTRE
SRR WORKSHOP: 01732 464545

Fax: 0191 4784739
E-Mail cardinaltriumph@compuserve.com

Unrrd, Bock 2, VesTRy TRADING ESTTE, OtrORD Roap, SEvENoAKs, Kext, TNI4 SEL
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‘\/H)H TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP

Workshop
Manuals

Originally compiled
to assist Triumph
distributors and car
dealerships through-
out the world in the
efficient repair and
maintenance of the
completeTriumph
range of cars.

All major areas of the
cars are included in
great depth, with
exploded diagrams,
clear pictures, and
very easy to under-
stand text.

Herald 1200......... £25.95
Herald 13660 ... £25.95
Vitesse §'......... £25.95
Vitesse 21tr Mk 11 . ., £25.95
GT6 MK I ... £25.9
Spitfre 40N ....... £25.95
Spitfre V......... £22.95
Spitfre 1500....... £22.9

TRTRS ... £29.50
TRAA........... £28.95
TRS (complete) ... . . £36.00
R....ooovvn £26.00
M., £32.00
g, £24.95

Dolomite Sprint ... .. £32.95
2000/2500/2.5P1 .. .. £21.95
1300FWD......... £15.95
1500 FWD/ 1500 1. . £23.95

MAIN STREET, LUBENHAM, LEICS. LE16 9TF.
p Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 469693

e.mail: cluboffers@aol.com
http://www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/bookshop.html

Parts Catalogues General Interest
Guide o Purchase & .Y, Restoration - HerViSpiieTs ... £22.9%

Trumph Gars - The Complete History - Robson Langwor. ... £24.00
The Complete istory Spitire 676 - Graham Robson ... £16.9%

These excellent cat:
logues are complet
ly pictorial and givi
superb exploded di
grams of all th
parts that make u
your Club car. All of

s s v rat vt o vt SPITRETGT:Collelrs - Gabam Rosn ........ 6.5

e e The Works Triumphs - Grabam Robson. ................ 3.0
Herald 1200 (all models). . ....... £22.95 \ A \

AU e o o ol Complete Guide o HERALD & VITESSE - Mike Costigan. ... £16.9

lioso 2L I ... m‘gs Origial Trumph T.R. The Restorer's Guide - Piggot........ g0

Gkl S eaes Triumph TRATSG Autofoio (much incolowr) . .............. £1250

pitfire /M1l . ............... £22.95

vemen oo PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION

?gg'llafe 1800 .o gggg Practical Classics Restoration SPITFIRE (would also suit GT6). . . £16.95

""""""""""" ‘g5 Practical Classics Restoration HERALDAITESSE .............£16.95

Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH STAG............ £16.95

Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH TR6. ............ £16.95

Pragtical Classics PANEL BEATING & PAINT REFINISHING.. ... £14.95

00 Pragtical Classics METALWORKING ..................... £14.95

o et Sprint oo £33.05 Pract@cal ClassicsAUTO ELECTRICS. ...........vvvn, £14.95

1500RWD ... £15.95  Practical ClassicS TRIM .............cooovvvivinnnn, £14.95

BROOKLANDS BOOKS I\ ISAVVA :{ele] €

Vitesse/ Herald 1959/71 . . . . £9.95

Vitesse 1962/71. . . ..£9.95 Triumph Herald and Vitesse
Herald 1959/1971 . ..£9.95 The Complete Story
GT61966/1974 . . . ..£9.95
G ol Pt ... 103 Graham Robson £23.65
pitfire 1962/1980 . ....... £9.95 i i
- U Spitire Gold Portolio . . £14.95 TA'E’"%“ fp'g'.r ed IGtTB
Contains in-depth information on Road & Track Triumph Cars sl oy
Routine servicing / Recommended lubrication 58/67‘67/74 ‘74/82 each. . . . £9.95 John Thomason £23.95
Care of bodywork / Running adjustments TR2/3 1952/60. . .......... £9.95 X
Wiring diagrams / General specifications. TR2/3 Gold Portfolio.. .. ... £14, 95 TTIlImph 2000 & 2.5P1
Plus much, much more. TRA&TR5 & 250. ... ..... £9.95 The Complete Story
Herald 1200/12/50  TR6Gold Portfolio . ....... £14.95
Herald 13/60 TR 978 ... .. we  oraham Robson £23.05
Vitesse ‘6’ TR7 Gold Portfolio . ...... £14.95 Triumph TRs
Vitesse Mk I St 0s wvis wsns s s s £9.95 C p
Vitesse Mk Il 2000/2500. . ............ £0.05 The Complete Story
GT6 Mk I Dolomite Sprint road tests .. £9.5  Graham Robson £19.95
GT6 Mk 11 . .
GT6 Mk 11l
ol Tl Competition & Tuning

e ey Briji§h Leyland Compelion Preparation -

Wl Spifire JAAIVIV/A500 - 2l Gars - each ... £6.95 |
TR6 -TR7 -TR8 Weber - Stromberg & SU Carburetors
Triumon 2.5 et AGuitelo Racing your Tiumph Sive - Jon Wk ... £1.50




Need help fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

(01799 584994 )

From a straight service to a full rebuild,
call Mike to discuss yw car's needs.

—

We are GT6 and Spitfire Specialists and can restore your car to its original
condition, including all engine and mechanical work, electrical and
wiring faults, retrimming and classic Triumph paintwork.

We can also restore specific areas of your car if required , while you do
the initial stripping down and final fitting up.

Collection and Delivery Service available. Open some evenings

M. W. Restorations
-

Classic Car Specialist

SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX.

PERFORMANGE
SYSTEMS

These are by far our best selling system and are ideally accompanied by one of our manifolds to
give much better performance, although they can fit to your existing downpipe just as easily.
The twin box system provides a superb exhaust note with stunning good looks to match.

—'7/3 TAINLESS MANIFOLDS /-

| BE300 ..SPITFIRE 1l/IV/1500 ....£180.00
BE301 ..SPITFIRE MKl .............. £215.00

BE335 ..GT6 Mk | /VITESSE Mk | £295.00 |
BE315 ..GT6 Mk /Il VIT Mk Il ....£275.00

/ FULL SPORT SYSTEM (LEss DOWNPIPE)/L

BE222....FULL SPORT SYSTEM ....£175.00
BE234...... FITTING KIT ...occcccececcrc £16.00

AVAILABLE FOR: SPITFIRE (ALL MODELS)

r.aj GT6 (Mki/l1/11)

HERALD (1200/1360)
PLEASE STATE CAR WHEN ORDERING

VITESSE (MKI/l)
SYSTEM WITH MANIFOLD

SPITFIRE Mk Il
BE305............ FULL SPORT SYSTEM & MANIFOLD....................ccc......... *£385.00
SPITFIRE Mk Ill/ IV/1500
BE310............ FULL SPORT SYSTEM & MANIFOLD ...c.c...cvcviiiviseisasssnsnins *£365.00
GT6 Mk I/VITESSE Mk |
BE325............ FULL SPORT SYSTEM & MANIFOLD................................ *£465.00
GT6 Mk Il/lll - VITESSE Mkil
BE330............ FULL SPORT SYSTEM & MANIFOLD................ccccvuenn...... *£450.00

I *PRICE INCLUDES FITTING KIT

ORDERS HOTLINE

" 01858 434424

FAX HOTLINE

~~ 01858 469693

www.tssc.uk.com
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n irregular
column telling
the trials and
triumphs during
the assembly of a motley collec-
tion of components into a car
which was never intended

Question:
What does a thirty something
adult male turn his hand to
when family responsibilities
take him away from 150mph
motorcycles?

Answer:
150hp  sports cars . . . .

Triumphs ~ funnily  enough.
MGs don't invite backyard :
builders, ~ TRs are too :
expensive, Austin Healeys are :
too rare, TVRs, Lotuses and Really Useful
what have you are too : :

exclusive. Bring on the sports GT6 Mkl Rotoflex

Chassis

cars of the common man

I had finished the rebuild of my

Mk | GT6, including all of the :

: condition unknown
demon tweeks | could think of : S

: front and rear glass

(and one or two lemonish ideas © GT6 MKI

which  were  subsequently MKI and MKIlI
undone), come to terms with :

swing axle suspension and;E

become jaded with the perfor-

do next?
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| had several garages full of parts | had acquired over the course of five years of

1. My Current Trumpet

rebuild, some of which would be obviously useful, and barrowloads of junk.

Draw up an inventory.

Not Really Useful

Junk

two 2litre engines
two gearboxes

suspension parts
GT6 radiator

Several dashes
mance of a 2litre six. What to
i Plus

inc clocks

GT6 Mkl Chassis

lots of carburettors
tatty interior parts

MKIII doors
Ford Fiesta cooling
and charging bits

Looms
Propshafts

Lots

Rusted GT6 bonnet
GT6 roof

smelly houndstooth
seats

two steering racks

bent MKIII bumpers

Transmission covers
3.89 diffs

More

2. 2.5 Ltr Pl engine and gearbox
Anyone got an air manifold?

The list could go on and on but :
¢ vehicles which look like they have escaped to Her Majesty’s Highway from the race

it gave me the kernel of an idea :
that | had the beginnings of
another car. | duly swapped : . vgs p—
the MKI chassis for a Spitfire Tentative Specification:
MKIIl body tub and the :
thought of a six cylinder
Spitfire began to come :
together. ~ With a 2litre MKII

engine and gearbox though?

| was poking around in a
breakers yard one Saturday
morning, just mooching, you
know how you do, on the
lookout for a twin choke weber
or two or three when | caught :
sight of a big Triumph saloon.
With fuel injection that would

fit a 2litre.

Project Bonio

By Jonathan Binnington

“How much for the
injection parts?
£30, really? And the
engine? Only an
extra £20. And the
gearbox, Oh it's
overdrive! £20 for
that as well. £70 the
lot that's delivered of
course? When?
How about now?
Deal done.”
| now had a chassis,
engine and gearbox
and a bodytub all for
~ about £170.  What

' about the ‘concept’?
I know | don’t have the skill or the patience to build to a concours standard, so that
was out. However, ever since my motorcycling days, | have always had an eye for

track. The Macau Spitfire has always looked right to me, so here was my concept.

Chassis MKIII Rotoflex GT6

Engine 2.5PI Triumph with lumpy camshaft

Gearbox Big saloon with overdrive on 2nd, 3rd and 4th

Final drive 3.29:1 (equals 25mph/1000RPM in o/d top)

Max speed 125mph or thereabouts

Steering Spitfire Rack+pinion

Brakes Adjustable bias twin m/cyl twin circuit. Servo on
fronts only, drilled discs.

Suspension Stiffened front springs, late GT6 front ARB,
chassis mounted rear ARB.

Wheels and Tyres 5 1/2 J with 175/70 13

7/16UNF wheel studs (TR6)
Body Spitfire Ill, stripped out doors, aeroscreen, roll
cage with door bars and low front hoop.
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3. Engine
and gearbox
Oil filter
conversion
not yet fitted

4. Fuel filter

pump, cooling

coil and
pressure
relief valve
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Work completed so far:

Engine.
PHOTO 3.

All my rebuilds seem to start
with the engine, no particular :
reason other than it's a bit that

e #»

wear, I'll take a chance that :
there’s still plenty of life left in °

- :

| particularly enjoy. Nothing . bind solid and run out of

unexpected here, some bore

¢ it. I've fitted a Triumph Tune
Fast Road 83 camshaft to the
2.51, I've got the same profile
- in my MKI GT6 and it seems to

go pretty well. One point of
concern with high lift profiles

movement at full lift. | have

camshaft,
check this carefully
on any engine you
modify.

sump pan on the
2.51 engine, having

Nos 1&2 con rods.
I've also baffled the

sump as oil surge has been a
i problem on my Mk1 GT6.

The only tricky bit on the PI

was timing in the fuel injection
- distributor with the ignition
- distributor and the rest of the
is that the valve springs do not

engine. | had come across a

¢ Haynes manual for the 2Itr and
' © 2.5 saloons at a show for £2,
. found that with both the 2| MKI :

¢ which had a PI chapter.
engine and the 2.5 engine the
standard  valve :
springs can :
accommodate the
extra lift of this
but do : Jittle or no similarity to conven-
tional carburettor systems.
However, if you are prepared
to start at square one again
| have used a GT6 : with a relevant technical tome,
there isn’t anything which is
impossible to understand.

bashed it to clear

Pl Blues

(A film by E Presley

The injection equipment bears

In a nutshell:

The fuel runs under gravity
: through the fuel filter to the

fuel pump. The fuel pump ! |
pressurises the fuel to more |
than 100psi and passes fuel to

the pressure relief valve (PRV).

The PRV limits the fuel supply
pressure to about 100psi, in

the same way as the oil system

in the engine limits it's supply

pressure by a spring loaded

valve. Surplus fuel from the
PRV is piped back to the tank |
to be mixed with fuel sloshing :

around in the tank. This
surplus fuel will have absorbed
heat from the pump and will
lose this heat to the cool fuel in
the tank. *See note about
plumbing Pl systems into
Spitfire tanks.

Pressurised fuel is fed to the

(mounted on the ignition dis-
tributor  pedestal and being
driven by the same skew gear
and shaft from the camshaft)
down a high pressure fuel line
from the pump in the boot.

The rate of fuel delivery to the
injectors is governed by the

fuel distributor) which delivers

fuel according to the throttle :

return pipes into Spitfire fuel

6. Usual Overdive rear mount on fabricated bracket bolted to
chassis just ahead of centre chassis gussett

: 5 e R PR
© opening, the inlet manifold
- vacuum and the setting of the :
© cold start enrichener (equiva-
¢ lent in effect to the choke :
© control of carbs).
fuel distributor on the engine

5. The longer ‘TR’ unit will fit in the Spitfire /
GT6 / Herald chassis . . . Just!

tanks. Tip from Lawrence in N.I. Do not direct
: these fuel returns in the tank so that splashes

are caused. This causes the fuel to foam and
Surplus fuel at the distributor :

: /metering unit cools and lubri-
. cates this high precision
component. The surplus is led
back to the tank by another :
¢ pipe at low pressure. Again,
¢ this surplus fuel is mixed with
© tank fuel as a heat manage-
ment measure.

metering unit (mounted on the

leads to erratic running.
High pressure fuel, timed as precisely as HT

Sparks, is directed through pipes to one of six
injectors mounted in single choke throttle
¢ bodies. The injectors are spring loaded,
opening under the pressure of the fuel, spraying
petrol in a cone into the throttle body and
snapping shut when the line pressure falls.

The fuel pumps tend to run hot and in hot

weather petrol boils in the pump. It is possible
NOTA BENE. Plumbing fuel ¢ to buy cooling pipes which wrap around the

pump body and use fuel from the tank to cool

the pump. These pipes are not cheap, so |
bought some plumbing microbore copper pipe

‘ from the superstore and bent my own. Fuel

runs through these pipes under gravity, so
pressure tight joints are not needed.

Low pressure electrical primer pump.
Not my idea, this one, but you know it makes
sense. Use a low pressure electrical fuel pump
(suitable for carburettor equipped cars running
at about 2psi Lucas have one) to prime the high
pressure pump. This reduces the inclination of

fuel to ‘boil' under conditions of heat and
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reduced line pressure as fuel is sucked through
i available (I hope).

the fuel filter.

Fuel Surge.

are baffled.
Fuel pump electrical cut-out G-switch.
For safety in the event of a crash. W@t
G switches turn themselves off if
they receive a mechanical shock.
They are easily reset by means of
a button on the switch body.
Route both pumps through
switches. These devices are
fitted to all modern fuel-injection '$%2
cars, are easy to find in breakers
yards and very easy to test.
Fuel Pump
Lubrication.
The fuel pumps use the
tetraethyl lead in 4star as a
lubricant for the pumping
mechanism. | anticipate that
synthetic 2stroke oil used at about 0.5%
dilution may provide the required lubrication.
Synthetic 2stroke oil has the advantage that at

poses into burnable fractions and doesn’t coke
up the cylinder head. At least that's the
intention in motorcycle engines.

It is said that the solvent action of unleaded is
greater than 4star, and it dissolves all the
rear mounting plate bolted :
between the chassis rails to :
suspend the exhaust system
from. The rear g/box mount,

© when fitted to the g/box most : side to that of the Vit/GT6

rubber components in the fuel system. It is
possible to have these components replaced at
significant cost. As my car will be an occasion-
al use car, | think | will join one of my local
motorsport clubs, through which supplies of
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leaded 4star will continue to be

The metering unit/fuel distrib-

utor wants to occupy the same

Spitfire fuel tanks are long and thin and under space as part of the nearside

hard cornering with a tank less than half full, all front bulkhead. A gentle bit of :

your petrol flows away from the pipe to the fuel body bashing here creates

pump. The proper way to deal with this is to space for all.

incorporate a ‘swill pot’ into which the fuel tank
proper drains, but from which the fuel pump your high pressure pipes and

can always be fed with fuel. You could also try joints are 100% up to scratch

baffling the tank in the same way oil sumps :

Make very, very certain that all

Gearbox.

i naturally bolts to the chassis
rail flanges with a couple of
: small brackets, just forward of
the chassis center crosspiece.
This fitment raised the rear of
: the g/box more than for the
standard g/box, but not exces-
© sively. | am going to have to
fabricate a custom g/box cover

anyway so it didn’t really

matter where any bits wind up.
One important advantage to
i having the rear of the g/box so

~SN.

7. Clutch Slave Cylinder mounted on Gearbox
i PHOTO 5&6. The TR type :
gearbox as fitted to TR 5’s and
. 6'sand the 2000/2.5 saloons is
combustion chamber temperatures it decom-

high is that the speedo cable
will not foul the offside chassis
rail. A 90 degree angle drive is

physically larger than the @ available (TR6 part) but they're
gearboxes we are accustomed
© to. The o/d gearbox I've fitted
is even longer, possibly 7 or 8
* inches longer than the equiva-
lent GT6 ‘box. | left the g/box
PHOTO 7. The clutch actuation

not so cheap.

Clutch
Slave
ovhinder-.

on the TR gearbox is via a
cross shaft on the left of the
bell housing, on the opposite

8. Rear suspension with rear anti-roll bar picking up on brac

gearbox. It probably is worked
by the slave cylinder being in

front of and below the bell- :

housing on a chassis mount.
There isn’t space on the

the gearbox. Ill let you know
how well it eventually stands

up to field abuse.

Propshalft.

Having raised the rear of the
gearbox, | was a little
concerned that the angulation
of the universal joints on the

propshaft would be excessive.

This fear proved groundless,
but my fears about having a

propshaft altered to fit between

the g/box and diff drive flanges
It was not :
cheap, as the frictionless linear
bearing on the front of the

proved correct.

shaft also needed replacing. |

realised that this was not a job
| could do myself or have

bodged. The distance between
the flanges,

with the new

rear wishhones

: longer gearbox was down to :
i 32 inches, comparedto 39.6 :

: inches for the non-o/d GT6 :
i ‘box. The propshaft extends
© by about 3/4” when fitted so
Spitfire type chassis so I've :
fabricated this mount bolted to

kets :

the closed length of the shaft
-~ was 31 1/4 inches. More of a
drivestump than a driveshaft,
what!!??.

Diff.

With all this extra power and
torque that everyone talks
§ about it makes sense to raise
the final drive ratio, rather than
shredding tyres. There are
three diff ratios to choose from,
there’s the 3.89:1 o/d GT6 diff,
3 the 3.6:1Spit1500 diff and the
. 3.29:1 non o/d GT6 diff.
| find the 3.29 diff on the close
ratio GT6 ‘box gives a 1st gear
which is a little too high, in the dry fast
getaways are a balance of lots of clutch slip or
bogging down with less than 2000rpm up. In
the wet a rear tyre usually looses traction and

9. Adjustable Bias Twin Master Cylinder for braking system
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10. GT6 Brake Discs Drilled

becomes the limiting factor.
However, a tall top gear is very
pleasant. 1st gear on a 3.89 :

diff is tyre squealingly useful,

but you need an o/d gearbox to
have a useful top gear espe-

cially with these big engines.

Non o/d top with a 3.29 diff is
approximately equal to o/d top

on a 3.89 diff. Tallest of all is
a 3.29 diff being driven by an
o/d gearbox (25mph/1000rpm,
5000rpm red line do the sums
yourself).

The gearbox I've got came

from a 2.5PI saloon, which is

a wide ratio gearbox, giving

the best of both worlds, a low
Tst and 2nd gear and a high !
ratio o/d top gear through a
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© actually),

3.29 diff.

seven speed gearbox.

Rear

Suspension.
PHOTO 8. The intention here Il let you .know how well this works in the
has been to overhaul, repair R A
- and rebuild to standard specifi-
© cation only, with the only :
addition of a chassis mounted
antiroll bar ( off the front
picking up on
brackets welded to the cast
. steel lower wishbones. | am
not yet convinced of its need
but it's easier to fit now and

© o fit.

remove later than add later.

| fabricated extension brackets for the upper
damper mounts, using a bit of trial and error
to make sure the damper bodies cleared the
- rotoflex couplings.

Front
Suspension and
Steering.

Again this has been rebuilt to standard spec,
with the exception of three details. | have

\ used a Spitfire steering rack, being a quicker

rack than the GT6 rack, and about 1/10th the
price of a TriumphTune very quick rack. | will
- shim the lower wishbones out to give about
| 2 degrees negative camber (very worthwhile)
and have also used the thicker front ARB off
the late swing spring cars.
Brakes.

t PHOTOS 9&10. Clever bit this. Rears are
- standard, rebuilt with all new components.

Fronts were to have been Princess 4pots,
@ but | couldn’t do the machining to match

them up to the GT6 vertical links (not got the

Pye lso. done: fhe & machine tools) and didn’'t have the money to

rally Saloon mod by fitting an buy the Kits,

oid intibitor sufich onto the calipers and drilled discs. Again, | drilled the

2nd gear selector rod to give a serviceable discs | had, rather than buying new.
i ¢ I'will build the car with an adjustable bias, twin
© m/eyl

balancing the bias with more mechanical

so I've settled for 2pot GT6

set-up, servoing the fronts only,

advantage from the foot pedal to the rear m/cyl.

Exhaust.

| dearly wanted a tubular stainless exhaust
manifold and exhaust, but couldn’t afford it. |
turned my nose up at the standard cast 6 into 1
manifold, but eventually came across a TR6
cast 6 into 2 manifold. Of course the TR6
downpipes don’t fit, but | have a source of high
grade stainless tube at amazingly low prices,
so I'm now making a custom exhaust system

STERSHIRE LE16 9TF

.....

STATIC BELTS

A modern belt supplied as a direct replacement. Fits easily into existing captive nuts.

INERTIA REEL BELTS

If you wish to upgrade your car's seatbelts, inertia reel belts are available for all
Club cars, saloon or convertible with full fitting kit for mounting.

REAR BELTS

We supply two types of rear seatbelts, the lap belt which has a 2-point
mounting and is very easy to install, also a 3-point belt for Herald
and Vitesse saloon and estate.

COMPLETE WITH FITTING INSTRUCTIONS

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE EACH BELT
SE050......Static front belt, Herald/Vitesse/Bond SalOONS ............cccoeeeevvveevevererenn. £22.50
SE050C....Static front belt, Herald/Vitesse/Bond convertibles ..... ....£29.95
SE051......Static front belt, SPtfire/GTB..............cccovevveeereverra. ....£22.50
SE052......Inertia Reel front belt, Spitfire/GT6 ...........cccccevvreuea... £32.50
SE056......Inertia Reel front belt, Vitesse/Herald/Bond saloons.................c.cccceeueee.... £32.50
SE057......Inertia Reel front belt, Herald/Vitesse/Bond convertibles ......................... £41.50
SE053......Static rear lap belt Heralg/ViteSSE/GTE .........covrverevervireerisiseneiriiriiriinines £17.50
SE054......Static 3 point rear belt, Herald/Vitesse saloons and estates ...................... £22.50

SEG00 ......Race/rally harness, 3 - point mounting with anchor plates (BLACK) ........ £32.00

8k 54 ¢4 i ¢

ALL OF THE ABOVE
SEATBELTS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE WITH
. COLOURED WEBBING

Colours available - RED, BLUE, BEIGE, GREY
Please add £10 per belt for Inertia type

or £7.50 per belt for Static type

Please State colour when Ordering

ALL QY
PRICES INCLUDE

VAT

FAX HOTLINE.

www.tssc.uk.com




It seems only yesterday, but |
started racing in the TSSC race
championship back in 1990 and it
has taken me until now and over
100 races to win the title.

acers have come,

won the champi-

onship and gone in

the time it has taken
me to do it!

In fact it's we not me. It would
have been a lot more difficult if it
were not for the huge effort put in
by Martin Stackpoole, my ever
present race mechanic, pit man,
timekeeper, child minder and all
round sanity checker. Also the
immense support of my wife
Noreen and my kids Howard, 4, and
Natasha, 2, is much appreciated.

At this year's Pembrey race after |
had crashed out whilst in the lead,

been beaten by Michael
Schumacher in a red TR7,
which didn't make it feel
quite so bad after all! If only
P’d known it was him.

Just to clear up any
confusion, the TSSC race
championship is  run
alongside the TR Register
championship but each
section has its own awards.
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ISSO Race Cham

By John Wolfe

Howard told everyone that | had :

The aim is to accrue as many points as possible from the 13
rounds, with the best 8 scores counting towards the total. With
a maximum score of 10 points per round available, we were
; happy to finish the year with 78 from a possible 80.

pron 1949

Lowlights of 1999:

1) Ignition failure at Cadwell park (round 2) when leading the
class and having just set a new lap record.

2) Crashing into Andy Vowell when lapping him at Pembrey
(round 5), it wouldn't have been so bad but | was in the overall
fead of the race at the time.

3) Engine failure at Mallory Park (round 6). Probably a knock-
on effect of the Pembrey crash.

4) Missing the Anglesey round due to the lack of a race engine.
5) Gearbox failure at the last race of the year at Donington
(actually not too bad as | had already won the championship).

Highlights of 1999:

1) Class winning at Silverstone (Round 1) my jinx circuit.

2) Outright pole position at Pembrey.

3) 120 mph down the start-finish straight at Zandvoort and still
accelerating at the end.

4) Scoring more points than any of the TRs.

5) Beating loads of 3.9, 2.5 and 2.0 litre TRs.

6) No other Spitfire lapped quicker at any circuit all year.

8) 8 class wins from 12 starts with 9 lap records.

9) Bloody well winning the championship at last!

If you are interested in
racing and want to know
more about what happens
and also see what all the
current drivers look-like, |
have my own web site :
www.spitfire-racing.co.uk
which follows my TSSC
racing year and has details
of most of the car develop-
ments we undertake.

See you in 2000 (other
racers just in my mirrors
please).
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A word of Thanks

Sometimes when things go wrong in fife you
maybe think you're the most unlucky person on
earth but with a little perspective put on the
whole matter maybe you will change your
opinion and say to yourself; after all I'm quite a
lucky guy! This is what happened to me this
year at Stafford as you we’'ll see when you
read on:

I have come from Sweden to the Stafford event

Steve Hewitt shows the broken shaft
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The happy(?) owner and his beloved Triumph

i behaved well (almost) but when leaving Stafford this year the car

for the last three years without having any kind : gecigeq to have a nervous breakdown on the motorway just

of problems with my car, a Triumph Spitfire Mk : o,ige Stafford. | was coming up on the M, pushing the pedal to

IV'-73. | have driven it through Europe on a  the floor in order to keep up with my English friends Steve Hewitt

number of occasions and the car has always i

and Mark Stienson, when suddenly the car went slower and

i slower and.... | simply had to stop and take the car out to the

verge. An engine breakdown of some sort was quite obvious. We
opened up the bonnet and listened to the engine, which now made
a terrible noise. Steve asked me if | had a spanner so we could
remove the rocker cover to have a look. So we did and what did
we find? Well, a mess never seen before. The rocker shaft was
broken in two places and there seemed to be pieces everywhere.
At a first glance | thought that this was it but when we made an
assessment of the damage Steve simply said let's go back to
Stafford and get a new shaft and fix it here on the motorway. Off
they went while | and Bryan “Paddy on Tour” Foster (If you've ever

i been to Stafford | guess you know him!f) who we were supposed

to be taking to the airport, stayed with my car.

Mats! Luckily enough | always carry tools and the workshop
manual in the boot so we managed to put the pedestals, springs,

rockers and shims on to the new shaft without any mistakes. This
“new” installation was then put back on the car and the engine was
started. it didn’t run very well. It kept stopping but as we were all
standing around the car thinking about what to do next John
Kipping stopped and helped us. He adjusted the clearances and the
i modifications. | would like to obtain original
done without any feeler gauge. Most likely it would have taken us
a very long time to sort it but now it was fixed in a matter

engine came to life again. It was really something very impressive,

of minutes.

The trip back to Waterlooville could then be resumed and the rest
{ The Courier.

of my holiday trip through Europe was done without any problems.

A very big word of Thanks to my friends Steve and Mark who
helped me and especially to John Kipping who stopped and helped
us in this very difficult situation. | was unlucky to have this
breakdown, that is true. But | was very fucky it happened just
outside Stafford. It was possible to get a new part right away, | had
some very good friends helping me and above all the car broke
down before John turned off the motorway. if the engine would
have gone bad just a couple of miles down the road John would

: Camber

i Compensators

Per Andersson, : p
Sweden | \

PS Anyone out there who has had a similar experience? i compensator, Jonathan Binnington suggested

Everybody I've talked to have never heard of anything like it so it
¢ improve the handling and asked if anyone had

tried this. Well | have, although on my rotofiex
equipped Spitfire rather than with the swing axle

never have seen us and helped us out. So after all | think I'm quite
a lucky guy!

would be very interesting to know.
My E-mail address is pelle.a.andersson@telia.com

Judy Armstrong Memorial

| would like to thank all the Triumph Sports Six Club members

who took part in the Memorial Run for Judy Armstrong on Sunday

3rd October. The collection from the Run and the TSSC/Club
Triumph joint meetings has raised £115 for the Mermaid Centre at
Treliske Hospital.

The cheque will be presented to a representative from the centre

at our monthly meeting on Thursday 25th November at the
i tyre wear since this was what the “average”
£ driver was going to expect.

Airways Hotel, near St Mawgan.
Ann Cunningham

Devoran, |
Cornwall :

. Herald Climax

Steve and Mark returned with a new shaft and work began. Mats, :
yet another Swede took Bryan to the airport in time, Thanks a lot
Herald Climax 188 XPF (commission No.
i GA39441DL). It joins my collection of TR2 to

| recently purchased from Arthur Stroud,

TR8, Spitfire, GT6, Stag, DOVE, Doretti,
Peerless, Italia and Franchorchamp.

Arthur has been a gréat help in supplying infor-
mation about the car. He was also able to
provide a rather complete history, including

sales literature and other information that TSSC
members may have. Gan you help?

| have been a member of TSSC for a number of
years and look forward to my monthly copies of

Do not worry, | drive my cars and 188XPF will
be used. It arrived in Charlotte on Friday,
October 8th, and will attend the Triumph Club of
the Carolinas meeting this evening. It will also
attend a club meeting tomorrow.

Vernon Brannon
<vhbrannon@himdesign.com>

in his article on the Jigsaw Racing camber

putting some toe-out on the rear wheels to

but the effect will be much the same.

Over the 12 years | have had my car | have
carried out many experiments with the suspen-
sion settings both front and rear. Basically
increasing toe-in improves straight line stability
(but tends to increase tyre wear), decreasing
toe-in or increasing toe-out improves the turn-in
into corners. Triumph chose the 1/16” to 1/32”
toe-in as a compromise between stability and

For those wanting to improve the handling and
sharpen the turn in of the car, we can reduce
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— PowerStop —

BRAKE PRODUCTS

EBC KEVIAR. DISC PADS

UPGRADE YOUR BRAKES BY FITTING THESE AMAZING PADS

ZERO BRAKE DUST

NO DISC DAMAGE

STOPPING POWER UP BY 20% OR MORE

NO WARM UP - INCREDIBLE GRIP FROM COLD AND
RIGHT UP TO 550°C

IDEAL FOR ALL CLASSICS FROM NORMAL ROAD USE
UP TO TRACK DAYS/ SPRINTS/ HILLCLIMBS

SUPERB QUALITY AND 100% BRITISH MADE
COMPETITION PADS (UP TO 950°C) ALSO AVAILABLE

All our prices Include VAT + UK Postage!!

ROADSPORT COMPETITION
TR3A/4/5/6 £36.00 £53.00
TR7 £28.00 £50.00
TR6 £38.00 £65.00
SPITFIRE £29.00 £40.00
STAG £38.00 £65.00
HERALD 13/60 £29.00 £40.00
GT6/VITESSE 2.0  £36.00 £53.00
4 Pot Callpers £50.00 £78.00

ALUMINIUM RADIATORS

Twice the effiency - Half the weight - Highest FI quality fabrication
Alloy matrix (Mercedes/BMW) - Alloy tanks/fittings
Prices from £310 +VAT
Available for Spitfire - TR2, 3A, 4, 5, 6, Stag. Most others made to pattern

Please state make/modellyear when ordering or enquiring

Mail order by:

FREEPHONE/FAX: 0800 028 4705 or 01608 646837
E MAIL: sales@powerstop.co.uk
POST: PowerStop Brake Products

Unit 3, Greystones Business Units,
Chipping Norton, Oxon, OX7 5XA.

64

toe-in as near to zero as possible. In practice
this means a very slight toe-in so that under
braking toe-out is avoided. When braking the
car “pulls” forward against the wheels and due
to the flex in the various bushes and spring this
has the effect of lengthening the radius arm
and reducing toe-in. Having tried it 1 would
suggest that Spitfires avoid toe-out because
although the turn-in is much improved,
stability is lost making driving at speed
unpleasant and potentially dangerous, particu-
larly if braking as well.

Incidentally Porche patented a design of rear
suspension (Weissach Axle)
that used an ingenious
arrangement fo increase toe-
in and hence stability if the
driver lifted off or braked.
Simply making sure that the
suspension works properly,
with all the bushes in good
condition and no seized
trunnions, that the camber
angles are equal at each end
of the same axle, that there is
a slight toe-in front and rear
and ensuring that the springs
and dampers are in good
condition will make a huge
difference to the way the car feels.

One of the simplest and cheapest methods of

improving the handling of the
Spitfire is to put more air in [
the front tyres. The marked &
difference between front and §
rear was intended to induce ¢
the understeer which most 1
drivers seem to prefer.

Equal pressures all round
(between say 21 and 23 psi)
make a marked improvement §
to the way the car goes :
around corners. :

Colin Sutherland
Glasgow.

A Wedding with a
Difference

In 1998 my son and his girlfriend, Tracy, came home from a

weekend in Rys, Kent and announced their engagement. Tracy (in
i an altogether unnecessary attempt to butter-up her prospective
i father-in-law?) asked if Hilda, my 1968 13/60 Convertible, could

be the wedding car. |, of course, agreéd immediately and in the

course of time, went about readying Hilda for her (Hilda’s) big day.
i Careful checks were carried out as the wedding was to be at
i Wingham, near Canterbury and Hilda’s home base was

Beaconsfield in Buckinghamshire. So it was to be Hilda’s longest

trip for many years.

| also had one of my more bright ideas and suggested that two
more Heralds might be recruited locally to transport other key
guests. Bride and groom thought this a good idea so in the course




N HONBY BOURINIE
1753 1 MOULDINGS |

GLASSFIBRE PANELS / HARDTOPS - PRICES INCLUDE VAT

Spitfire Mk1/2/3/4 Rear Wing £33.00 Spitfire/Herald G/Box Tunnel £24.00
GT6 Mk3 Front End £175.00 Spitfire Mk2/3 Bootlid £36.00
Herald 1200 Front End £175.00 Spitfire Mk4 Bootlid £54.00
Spitfire Mk1/2/3 Front End £185.00 Spitfire Mk1/4 Door £65.00
Spitfire 1/2/3 Racing Front End £190.00 Spitfire Overiders (pr) £24.00
Spitfire Mk4 Front End £165.00 Herald Bootlid £42.00
Herald 1200/1360/Vit Front Valance £24.50 HARDTOPS - illustrated sheet available

Spitfire Mk1/2/3/GT6 Front Valance £22.00 Spitfire Mk1/2/3 £295.00
Spitfire Mk4 Corner Valance (ea.) £24.00 Spitfire Mk4 £275.00

Spitfire Mk4 Rear Valance £26.00 Herald/Vitesse Convertible
Please enquire, Honeybourne Mouldings. Station Road, Alcester, Warks B49 SEQ
Tel/Fax: O1789 762071 9am-Spm (1pm Sat)
For evening calls 8-10pm only 01386 47638

Orrice 01592 206439
Parts Depot & Fax
01592 640714

Unit 1 MiLL STREET
KirkcALDY FiFe
SCOTLAND

CLASSIC

CHIC DOIG

SPORTSCARS

EUROCARD

Wastereare)
b2

CoNnNTACT THE EXPERTS
SCOTLAND S LARGEST
MG & T RIOUNMPH
DEALER

FAST MIAIL ORDER SERVICE

f.vonrs Frowvi A BoLT TO A BODYSHELL
NEw OrR SECONDHAND
WE WILL TRY TO HELP YOU

WHATEVER THE CAR TYPE

CrIRISTNVIAS OFPEN DAY
Saturday 7T7th December 9 - dprn

Trhe Cleawl IHOQ and SHhop will e opery Al L
day Frrdd will be givirnng Special
o DISCOUNTYTS 07 oSt goods oy $1ris day
Oryly. Getl vouwuwr 1St rrvirrwnlie Clhrristrrmras
Presemnts Snd Save 5585 s
For thrhose Niermbers ot able (o visit we
Fre taking orders over thhe plhrorne and
Sre WAIVING ALL CARRIAGE CHARGES Tor orders
prlaced orr thhe day -

TEL S O7T858 XA3FAFF2F

of time , 1 rang the Canterbury Area Organiser, Tim Scrivens, who

being particularly lovely examples) formed the wedding fleet.
The day - Saturday 17th April 1999 - dawned very cloudy and
wet and hopes of the bride going to and from the church ‘topless’

in Hilda seemed totally doomed. However as luck, or someone
¢ suspect that some of the half-witted or mislead-
ing responses given by cashiers are given as
much through fear for one’s job as

had it, at noon the rain stopped and the sun then shone for the
rest of the day. The three Heralds were a total success, exciting a
great deal of approving comment and a great day was had by all.

The bride, groom and myself are most grateful to Derek Shates
and Ed Brown for coming with their lovely cars, Tim Scrivens, the
i September, just as leaded 4-star was being
phased out. | use the winner of the FHBVC's
additive tests, Superblend Zero Lead 2000, which

A.0. for putting us in touch and, not least, Julian Hall my son-in-
law for driving Hilda and obtaining the loan of the
Chauffeurs’ caps.

Members insured with Footman James should note the terms of
i Superblend Lubricants Ltd., 36-38 Narborough
lan Lieper :
291 1700; fax. 0116 291 1800) for the location of
your nearest supplier. Being potassium based,
Superbiend is compatible with LRP, which
precludes nasty reactions when transferring from
! LRP to unleaded-plus-additive.
are asking for Areas with websites to contact them with a view to

the policy which specifically excludes wedding hire.

Oxford

A Plea to all Techno
Wizards

| read in November’s Area News from North East Area that they

setting-up links and sharing information. As a user and supporter
of E-mail and the Internet in connection with my work this is
undoubtedly the only way ahead for exchanging information.
However, there are thousands of members who do not have
access at home, are not able to use the Internet for personal use
at work or who just do not see this media as a means of com-
munication. | would make a plea that websites are kept as sup-
plements to the written Area News as this is the only common
means of sharing information and stories for the majority of
members at present. The techno-wizards should remember that
such a link group is very restrictive as far as access to informa-
tion is concerned. They should continue to share all information
via the Courier / Area News until such time as the vast majority of
members have the hardware.

Regards,

Mary Rumens bad as it sounds if you use a suitable measuring

container (some branches of Boots the Chemist
have spare 20ml, measuring containers from
i medicine bottles if you ask nicely!). It is

Joint Newbury Area Organiser

 Heom’s
promptly suggested two of his local TSSC members and gave me . N
their telephone numbers. Derek Shates and Ed Brown equally Addltlve tlDS
promptly agreed and thus three Herald from Canterbury (two
¢ dants’ knowledge of petrols and additives (RW,
November). Not only is the enthusiast likely to

¢ know more - he is also able to take an indepen-

Steve Golab is dead right about pump atten-

dent view rather than an employer's line. |

native stupidity.
My Spitfire Mkill went back on the road in

is available from selected motor factors. Contact

Road South, Leicestershire LE3 2FN (tel. 0116

As Superblend does not contain an octane

booster, | rang the company to see what booster,
if any, they recommended. They did not
recommend a specific booster, but said that if
one were to be used it was best to add it to petrol
to which Superblend had already been added,
rather than pre-mix an additive/booster cocktail
! outside the tank. In practice | fill up, add the
requisite amount of Superblend, rock the car to
disperse the additive, and then add the right
amount of octane booster. i have used Wynn ‘s
‘Octan an (no ‘e’) 10+ Power Booster’ which is
claimed to increase the octane number ‘by 210 5
points’. | have not needed to alter the
ignition timing.

Is adding additive and booster fiddly? It isn’t as
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important to use the right amounts of additive

bottles and a calculator, work out how much of

own per-litre tables. Type out the results (the

glue the resulting small sheet between two

only have to do it once!

appear to rule out LRP for enthusiasts, cars.

Moreover (and it would be interesting to hear
others’ views on this), the values of cars without :
leadfree head conversions will presumably be
affected in years to come by the extent to which
owners can show potential buyers that they
have been run on an appropriate diet. In the
absence of a nice pile of receipts for appropriate
quantities of FBHVC-endorsed additives, their
dates tallying with the car’s purported annual
mileage, a buyer will presumably assume the
worse and budget for a conversion and associ-
ated repairs and reconditioning - the expected
cost coming off what he was willing to pay for

the car. Just a thought.

Finally, does anyone know a source, motoring
or non-motoring, of 100ml rather than 20m1 :
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measuring containers for heavy refuelling stops? One large dose of
and booster. Using the tables on the backs of the

octanebooster or additive is easier to administer than several small

shots, and a container with a spout that prevents fluid dribbling
each is needed per litre of fuel, and compile your :

down a side-mounted petrol filler would be easier than using a rag

or funnel. What have members used so far?
largest figure being for the total capacity of the
tank, obviously ), photocopier-reduce them and :

: SOS for Information
pieces of stiff clear plastic to make a handy :

: on Police Herald Pandas

‘ready-reckoner’ for the parcel shelf. you may

feel like a cross between an O-level maths |

candidate and an extra on Blue Peter but you different to other restorations as it will become a replica police

i panda car. | am hoping that your readers may be able to help in my
| have heard people say that they just run on search for information regarding the specifications of these

unleaded and ‘all seems fine’, but after just a few vehicles. | would welcome any photographs or information on

months it would, wouldn't it? But it would be : which police forces used Triumph Heralds as panda cars. So far |

) . ; ; i have found that they were used by Monmouthshire and West
interesting to see how long an engine, driven :

hard, coaid 4SE Gb LRE, | $88fi o feriember Mercia forces but have been unable to obtain detailed information

reading (I think from Malcolm McKay in the ot dhdye: of aquipmentifed.
Saturday Telegraph’s motoring section) that
LRP contains only 8ppm of potassium rather .
than the 10ppm necessary to give good protec-
tion against valve seat recession. No doubt
8ppm is adequate for gently-driven bangers due
for scrap in a year or two, particularly if
advantage can be taken of their valve seats ‘lead
memory’ from leaded 4-star days, but it would

Heon Stevenson
W. Sussex

| have a Triumph Herald restoration project which | feel could be

If anyone can help, please ring 01454 327059.
June Wrighton

SPORTS CARS

ONE OF THE LARGEST
STOCKS OF SPITFIRES/GT6s
IN THE COUNTRY
FROM £500 TO £5000

1000s seCONDHAND
SPITFIRE SPARES

DISMANTLING
MK3/4/1500 SPITFIRE
GT6 MK2/3
NEW SPARES
GOOD DEALS ON HOODS
AND CARPETS
WE GIVE FREE PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
ON BUYING AND SELLING TRIUMPHS

TRIUMPHS WANTED
- ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED
RING ROBERT

01 525 378078 Office Hours

SPITFIRE
® GT6
e

HERALD

HERITAGE APROVED S VITESSE

18 Arden Business Centre, Arden Road
Alcester, Warks, B49 6HW

Tel: 01789 400449 Fax: 01789 400708

® Do you need a supplier who can supply spares for
your Spitfire, GT6, Herald or Vitesse then why
not try us at “John Hill’s”.

® Of course not all parts are available new, so we
may be able to assist you from our range of second
hand spares.

@ From the smallest nut and bolt to engine/gearbox
spares to suspension components to Body Panels to
Interior Trim, if it’s available we can supply you.

@® 50 Page Triumph Catalogue & Price Supplement
available on request, please phone for details.

Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 5.30pm & Saturday 9am to 3pm

E-mail: woody @johnhills.co.uk Web: www.johnhills.co.uk

<P, N, Sportscars e

SPECIALISTS IN RE-IMPORT OF CALIFORNIAN
ROT-FREE TRIUMPH AND MGs

EXAMPLE PRICES FOR A1 CONDITION SPITFIRE PARTS
[ALL PLUS VAT)

BooyskeL (LHD) Excrupes Doors AND Bootup From  £500 - £950
RicHT Hanp Drive Conversion [METALworK onty) INc. Parts  £175
CompLETE BoNNET AssemLy (INc. Cowws, Irons erc.)  £250 - £350

AGREED VALUE %
INSURANCE

Exclusive to Members of

Doons £50 - £85
Boorup £50 - £85
¢ The Triumph b
e Sports Six Cl.:,lub Chnssis £125- £195

SuGHTLY DAMAGED PANEL-WoORK OFFERED AT DISCOUNT
CompLETE VEHICLES ALso AVAILABLE From As Lirmie As  £1500

AWAYS DISMANTLING BOTH UK AND ROT-FREE IMPORT VEHICLES FOR QUALITY
PARTS, CoLLECTION OR MAIL ORDER SERVICE - CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED.

LIMITED NUMBER OF PROPERLY PREPARED VEHICLES OFFERED FOR SALE FROM
£2500 - £5000 EITHER RIGHT OR LEFT HAND DRIVE.

PLEASE CALL TO CHECK ON STOCK OR DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS.
SOME CHEAPER PROJECTS USUALLY AVAILABLE,

An exclusive scheme designed for owners of TSSC
Vehicles available for all drivers aged 17 and over
Breakdown Recovery plus Road Rage Personal
Accident Cover and Motor Legal Expenses included
FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND
CALL USs TODAY

The Enthusiast’s Insurance Broker

FoOoOTMAN JAMES
Te I e p h o n e Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby.
(2 miles off Jct. 24 - M1)

bt 0121 561 6262 L9133 799298 Fan 01332 193080)

FuLL WorksHop FACILIIES AVAILABLE FOR RESTORATION, RePAIR, SERVICE
or MOT Work. No JOB T00 LARGE OR SMALL!! ESTIMATES GIVEN.
British Waterways Yard,




SSC Archivist! 'm just new to

this role so P'd like to give
Members an idea of ... well, a)
why me! and b) what | hope -
time to achieve. | was thinking how to explain

me the entire IVR scheme isn’t a bad example!
it was probably about ten years ago my appre-
ciation of our Cars suddenly began to widen

interested in period documentation to do with
our Cars a lot of this from Triumph themselves,
plus 'some from the “component” end of the
British industry - the makers of all the castings,
the trim, hydraulics, the chassis - all the bits that
went to make up a Triumph! The collection grew

just as an interest but increasingly | found | was

able to pass-on useful info in response to
enquiring letters/articles in Courier. In 1996 |
offered an experimental new “IVR” service,
initially to Mk2 Vitesse Owners: several
Registers - especially Mac, who was a great
support - wanted IVR records of the Cars in the
Club; at the same time the Owners were contin-

| just tied these two loose ends together, so

Owners contributing an VR could receive back a

collection of info on their Car, plus the contacts
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TSSO

By Dick Plumrldge

: and DVLC, but other sources
Introducing a new :
TSSC service -

Archive enquiries! : :
i period of the Mk2; Colour :

details  of
Triumph Dealers; even some
copies of the Dealers’ docu-
n mentation, etc, etc! (A year or
two later we extended a simpli-
the way | see the Archive working, and it struck
i the early Vitesse, the GT6 and
! both Herald Registers. Al
these are still
beyond the sheer (still unmatched!) pleasure of
driving a Mk2 Vitesse, especially one that you
work on and know. Amongst other things, | got

too - including those Triumph
publications: notably a collec-
tion of Price Lists covering the

Charts, ditto;

fied version of the scheme to

running,
including the
“elaborate” Mk2 Vitesse one!)

Along the way I'd collected a

lot of resource material and
developed a system tfo index
and search it, but I'd also
i become conscious that our
i Club - although we're very
{ well-served with every sort of
information -
didn’t yet seem to provide this :
other sort of specialist info
service:

“mechanical”

on Prices, Dates,
¢ Colours, Documentation,
{ Production and  Dealer

Distribution, DVLC data on our
i Cars’ early days, etc etc! Its |
ually putting out pleas for History on their Cars. i

something | think is important

if | was missing it then maybe

other Members are too! So |
to get still more if they wished. This drew on
some fairly well-known sources such as BMIHT

offered this as a new “postal
enquiry” Archive service for

{ across the brilliant
already being done by the
Register
¢ Technical Secretary, and | want
i my service to be complemen-
tary to theirs. Pl be pleased to
try and back them up with any

{ Courier
i Spitfire”? John later contacted
me for help and | was able to
find three more documented

i Members, and after some dis-
cussion this was adopted. In
: addition to the enquiry service,
'l be offering Bernard regular

“From the Archive” features for
Courier - some of this may be
“informational” but from time

to time I'd like us to show-off
§some of the fantastically
evocative artwork of this
period! Some early stuff has to

be seen to be believed what a

i gentle world we seem to have
¢ lived in, for a while!?
original

I'm a bit keen not to cut
work

Secretaries  and

data or artwork, etc, that | can.
Another example to help

¢ explain ... Did you see John
i Davies’ two recent features in
about “The Last

references to “last Spitfire”

i (including John Thomason’s
©more so as time goes by - and :
¢ Spitfire and GT6 Originality!) -
one with a phote; also to
explain the meaning of the
! different segments of the

really excellent book on

late  Spitfires’

avoid going down any frustrat-

ing “blind alleys” in his intrigu-
ing search - and | hope he may
for everyone's benefit - what
feed back to the Archive, for
Production
documents! There are some

That's certainly the sort of
info I'll aim to provide, and it :

turn up information he can

instance about
Line operation..

illustrates how I'd like it all to

work, but | really must have
that | appreciate have a partic-
relating to a late Spitfire! | say
this because my own existing
collection of material had been
(you've i

been lucky to turn up so much

biased  towards
guessed) the 1968 - 71 period,

build up a much wider collec-
tion, and across the other
Models, before | can expect to

offer a good service across the
board. And in this | hope :
you're sitting down | ask your
help! I'm really looking for
almost any contemporary doc-

umentation, produced by

Component  /

Commission
Numbers; and give some cor-
responding Dates to these
Numbers; and suggest some
knowledgeable contacts to talk
to, and an important website. 1
hope all this will help John i
i that's where it really belongs!

Anything else though Il be : asked me to start building an

Archive
 resident at HQ, in parallel with
building the collection | use for
the enquiry service. This week-
£ end I'm delivering to HQ the

items I'm looking for (like the : first Folder albeit far from

GT6 Press Pack | spotted in i complete on
the Courier Classifieds last Literature. | plan many more!

month but it had gone!) -items ¢ So do please send me anything
you have, and be assured I'll

put it to the best use.
have a modest budget fromthe
Club, and no wish to spend it | hope will be a thriving
. ! operation, to
i Dealers!  With a Club :
though there 1S a lot of “cross-

over”. | now have to work to i

Manufacturers, or even “legal” : exhibit secure in the Library at

i HQ, with an acknowledgment
i to the donor, Michael Hancock.

paperwork old Log-Bgoks, etc!
If you have somethirﬁj like this
but it relates to a Car you still
have, then yes, please let me

have a copy but do keep the

original to stay with the Car

delighted to have, and to use

better home, and what better
use for any nice old

ular market value for these | do

exclusively with professional

strong, this is an avenue |

drop me a line at:

30 Canons Lane,
TADWORTH,
Surrey.
KT20 6DP.

i TI've already had a little gem of
Triumph, or their Dealers, or :
Accessory i

a collection being donated,

! beautiful
i ought not to neglect! If you've i sunshine, but now's my last
¢ anything you'd like to offer the :

Archive or to discuss, please

Thanks Michael, for your
i unique material.
Any “danger” of acquiring

{ duplicate items, by the way,
isn't a worry the Club has

collection to be

Showroom

Well, that introduces what

everyone’s

: eventual benefit!
Membership around 10,000-

I'm sat here right now in
sharp  October

: opportunity to wish everyone a
fine old Christmas! And to
{ thank you too, for all your
support and encouragement in
alf your different ways(!) - for
me this is what makes the
{ whole thing work! And keep
your head down, come 00.00h,
£ 1/1/00! All the best,
which | hope to turn into an

Dick.

Archive

G |

SO iimnbux



RIUMP
& ROVER SD1

ART

ONE CATALOGUE FREE TO OWNERS

FULL SET OF 11 CATALOGUES iNc P+P
£10wx) £15Eurore) £35row)

OVERSEAS POSTAGE ADD £2 FOR EUROPE AND £4 R.0.W. Ny oNE CATALOGUE)

FOR YOUR COPY, PHONE OR FAX OR WRITE IN.

BRITISH
s, (@)

APPROVED

AT RIMMER BROS,
WE TRY OUR
HARDEST TO GIVE
THE BEST POSSIBLE
VALUE ON EVERY
PART WE SELL.

ENGINES - UNLEADED SPEC
ALL RECON FULL ENGINES BUILT TO VERY HIGH
SPECIFICATION, BENCH TESTED &
CARRY 12 MONTHS OR 12000 MILE GUARANTEE.
FITTING ARRANGED FROM £125.

SPITFIRE (FULL) 1500 £740.00 ex
1300 £740.00 ex
HERALD (FULL) (ALL) £740.00 ex
VITESSE (FULL) (2000) £1025.00 ex
GT6 (FULL) ALL £955.00 ex
AUEL DER AL
SPITFIRE & HERALD  RECON £220.00 ex
GT6 & VITESSE (2000) £299.00 ex
BRAKES/SUSPENSION
DISCS SPITFIRE/HERALD £15.22
GT6/VITESSE £17.04
PADS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £10.52
GT6/VITESSE £12.87
REAR SHOES  SPITFIRE/HERALD £15.86
GT6/VITESSE £20.56
FRONT SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS)
STANDARD £23.44
SPAX £51.77
KONI £57.49
REAR SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS)
STANDARD £20.56
SPAX £45.09
KONI £51.44
FRONT SPRINGS from £17.04
REAR SPRINGS from £76.38
INERTIA INC REEL, STALK, FITTINGS & INSTRUCTIONS
SPIT/GT6 (EACH) £37.01
HERALD/VITESSE (EACH) £41.13
deiltg yow care far your classic

ROMMER,

D/SKIN F/BUMPER | R/BUMPER | BONNET | BOOT LID | 1/ VALANCE

FROM FROM FROM ASSY HERITAGE

SPITFIRE 1/2/3 £70.44 £85.78 £29.38 £23.44 | £170.38 |£69.33 each [£605.13 £152.69 £68.56

SPITFIRE mx iv/1500] £35.18 £88.13 £29.38 £23.44 | £217.38 | £217.38 [£581.63 | £176.19 £58.69

GT6 MK1 £70.44 £85.78 £34.02 £23.44 | £211.79 [£69.33each | NCA - £68.56

MK2 £93.94 £85.78 £34.02 £23.44 | £170.38 (£70.50 eacu | NCA - £68.56

MK3 £35.18 £88.13 £29.38 £23.44 | £217.38 | £217.38 |£616.88 = £58.69
HERALD £82.19 £84.60 £58.69 £23.44 Car Set £111.63 - £58.75 -
VITESSE £93.94 £84.60 £58.69 £23.44 £35.29 £34.08 - ! =

EﬂMg;;’l’E?mMS FULL TUBULAR  TWIN SPORTS ~ TWIN SPORTS
AVAILABLE! S{sSTT;M MANIFOLD SYSTEM SYSTEM

SPITFIRE MK1 £142,76  £137.79
e MK2 £117.44  £137.79
MKa £146.88 £135.13
UZZBMKIV £123.38  £135.13
1500 £135.13  £135.13

£170.38 £311.38
£170.38 £311.38
£170.38 £299.63
£170.38 £299.63
£170.38  £299.63

CI
LMD WGMWRL  SUENGR | |SprrEiRE/HERALD £41.13ex  £10.52  £25.79

CAR COVERS TAILORED - TOP QUALITY (ALL MODELS)£129.95 PRICES LISTED ARE FOR BLACK — OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE
MUDFLAPS (TRIUMPH LOGO) (PR) from £17.63 PVC PVC PVC CANVAS MOHAIR
HARDTOP MK1 - 3 £311.38 ECONOMY __LUX ORIG
MKIV/1500 £293.75 | | SPITFIRE

ALEY ROLLOVER BAR (PADDED) - SPITFIRE £146.88 MK1/2 £104.08 £124.13 -  £170.97 £253.68
MOTOLITA STEERING WHEEL MK3 £107.71 £126.84 -  £170.97 £253.68

(WOOD OR LEATHER RIM) (ALL MODELS) £117.44 MKIV/1500 £99.82 £123.32 £164.44 £158.57 £234.94
HALOGEN HEADLIGHT KIT £35.25 | | HERALD/VITESSE  £111.95 £131.92 -  £175.49 £257.18
OIL PRESSURE GAUGE KIT £52.88
ELECTRONIC IGNITION KITS FROM £82.19 OVER 50.(}31 l:IENCI?E':ln(EI?IEP Q%PUMBEHS,

SINGLE
SPORTS REAR

STEERING
KNUCKLE

STEERING ~ TRACK ROD
RACK END

£78.29

£78.29 GT6/VITESSE £57.49ex  £10.52 £25.79
£88.13

£117.44

£117.44 KITS INC. 4/5 WHEELS & ALL FITTINGS

GT6 MK1 £146.88 £193.88 £170.38 £352.44

£88.13 MINIUTE ALLYCAT ~ WIRES  WIRES

for UK/Expart Lines.

HOW TO ORDER i~y Lol
TEL:  wsass: 01522 568000 oxeor saes: (Uk+44) 1522 526200

MK2  £170.38 £193.88 £170.38 £35244  £123.32 Tl PRI Cnome basvE
MK3 £170.38 £193.88 £170.38 £352.44 £123.32 ALL MODELS £287.88 £315.00 £821.33 £616.88
HERALD £105.75  £137.79  £173.31 _ £305.50 =
VITESSEMK1 £152.60 £193.88 £173.31 £346.63 = OVER 25,000 STOCK LINES FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH BY
MK2 £129.25 £193.88 £173.31 £346.63 = FAST MAIL-GRDER, ""sxuﬂlé gu"‘l‘#g' FROM OUR LINCOLN
WATER PUMP  RADIATOR HOSE KIT  KENLOWE  ENGINE OIL TnAnE & WHoLESALE
FROM FROM FAN KIT COOLER NEW FROM ENQUIRIES WELCOME
SPITFIRE £36.25  £98.03 ex £23.44  £10569  £108.02 | |SpiTFIRE £73.44
6T6 £46.41 £121.33ex £32.31  £00.42 _ £111.63 | |0 -t
HERALD £36.25  £91.92ex £17.63  £102.80 = ersvir £116.33 | \\WE EXPORT.TO THE
VITESSE £4641 £108.32ex £25.26 £10458 £135.13 | [HERALD £73.44 . v
TOP QUALITY TUFTED PILE (STITCHED) | 5 . i
GEARBOX (ALL MODELS) ALL COLOURS. MOULDED - BLACK ONLY Ssnoll'r:i Ec & wonlnme
NON 0/D (RECON) ~ £210.00 ex | |SpiTFiRE STITCHED _ £94.00
LESS 0/D (RECON)  £210.00 ex MOULDED £187.94 | [EEI OF
INC 0/D (RECON £398.33 ex | 575 STITCHED _£111.63| PARTS OUR :
DIFFERENTIALS (RECON) MOULDED 523494 | STORAGE AR COLLECTION
SPITFIRE / 616 from £265.00 ex | |{ERATD/VITESSE STITCHED — £93.04 | AND STHLL
HERALD/VITESSE  from £265.00 ex MOULDED 14683 | GROWING.
OPENING HOURS:

MON - FRI 8.30am - 5.30pm,
SAT 8.30am - 1.30pm.

FAX: ux: 01522 567600 2*"Hour Servico

xport: (UK+44) 1522 567600

POST: Send your Enquiry or Written Order & Payment to: RIMMER BROS, TRIUMPH HOUSE,
SLEAFORD RD, BRACEBRIDGE HEATH, LINCOLN LN4 2NA, ENGLAND,

PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE
VAT @ 17.5%.
FOR EXPORT OUTSIDE EC
DEDUCT 14.89%.

PAY BY: CREDIT CARD  DEBIT CARD

CHARGE CARD  CHEQUE  POSTAL ORDER  BANK DRAFT  BANK TRANSFER CASH

We reserve the right to alter prices
without notice.

This advertisement replaces all previous
adverts and offers therein. All parts
offered subject to availability.
Errors and Omissions Excepted.
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How many of you get in to your

Herald or Vitesse and straight-

(and that's before you even

try and start it!)
i the job of a professional
trimmer | hear some of you

‘m talking about seats,
you know, when
they've just about
given up and have to

rely on the floor fo support
your bum. So what can you do

On  ahout it (the seat that is!)?

dlsmantlm-g Well you can swap the seats
the seat this i
i over, but you may find you
is what you
usually have even less frequent pas-
discover

sengers. You could also try

14

pile of cushions, but they have

. . h a habit of sliding about as
away get that sinking feeling? :

much as a Herald under severe
cornering!  The only real
solution is to rebuild it. Surely

cry. One look at those stitched

! and padded flutes, the piping,

no creases etc. may initially
scare you off. Butif | told you
| stripped and re-cushioned
both my 13/60 front seats in a

had some instructions!
Now many of you already

know that you can buy just

about all the parts to re-trim
i our cars, but ohviously at a

price, 1 mean a new seat
diaphragm costs about £15

alone. With a bit of care you
can rebuild your seat at a
i fraction of the cost. As can be

seen from photo 5 it may not

: be to the original specification
{ butitlooks good enough and it
£ works! So what will you need?
: Obviously this depends on just
how bad your existing seat is.
: day for about £20 you might
think again, especially if you

In my case both rubber

ﬁdiaphragms (black rubber
{ ‘mat’) under the seat had
i perished and the sponge foam

had broken up (see photo 1).
Both of these can be seen with
the seat tilted forward. Also
the seat back had lost some of
its support. This is a sign that
the rubber cross straps inside
have broken.

What | don't do here is
describe how to repair any
tears/splits in the viny! covers,

as | have no experience of this.
Generally the covers are quite
hardwearing and only start to
suffer after the ‘internals’ have
long since given way or they
have been cut or even mauled
by pets!

To really assess the damage
the seat needs to be stripped
down. The first obvious step is

hebutld your HERALD Seats

By Gordon Hill, Devon Area AQ

and hide the problem under a :

to take it out of the car. Just tilt the
seat forward, sit on the back seat and
undo the nut and bolts (1/2” AF
spanners), that secure it to the runner
frame. Now we-can start stripping it
down. | would recommend working
on an old blanket, ground sheet,
carpet, or large sheet of cardboard so
you reduce the risk of scuffing the
vinyl on a concrete type floor.
Underneath you will see that the seat
back and covers are visibly held in
place by small, black ‘D’ shaped metal
clips and two or more larger ‘C’ clips.
These must all be carefully removed. |
used an old blunt screwdriver and a
hammer to gently tap them off,
making sure they didn’t fly off, never
to be seen again! However, if you do
lose or even break one or two it just
means you'li have to space them out a
bit more! It's worth checking for a
cotton ‘apron’ that is sewn inside the
back cover and clipped to the bottom
rear edge of the frame. This appears
to tension the back cover to give it the
correct shape. You shouid now be

i able to remove the back cover. Try pushing
down on the seat base, and holding the seat
back cover by its sides (they're made of
hardboard) gently pull it up, rocking it a bit.
The internal back foam padding may or may
not come away with the cover but either way it
doesn't really matter. Just make a note of how
it all fits together, it is quite straightforward.
With this cover off you can now see ali the
rubber cross straps from the back of the seat.
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Check to see if any are broken or split,
especially where the small plate is
moulded in for the hooks. Note that
they can differ in width. Luckily only
one of mine was broken and this can
be seen as the bottom one in pheto 2.
We can now move onto the seat base.
At this point you may have found all
sorts of debris from years gone by
stuck in the nooks and crannies.
Some of it may even give up some
history of your car. I've found an old
metal comb, car park tickets in old
money, and even an old two shilling
coin! To remove the base you have fo
very carefully release a quite highly
tensioned spring that runs through the
back of the seat cover and is hooked
across the main seat frame. Brace the
seat well or get some help holding it,
and with a strong pair of long nose
pliers or mole grips held by both
hands carefully unhook the spring.
Try and ensure all the tension is out of
it before you let go to make sure it
doesn't rip the vinyl. Now you can
carefully peel off the cover. It may be
glued to the frame in places but it will
come away cleanly with care. Upon
removing my seat cover | was greeted
by a pile of what can only be vaguely described
as dark brown thick horsehair on top of the
base foam cushion!

must serve some purpose? The original foam
(called ‘Dunlopilio’ I believe) is probably badly
ripped and falling apart in lumps, but before you
rip it all off try and measure it and note its shape
for the replacement. This foam is usually glued
to the frame so take off what you can by hand
and then scrape off the stubborn bits. All thatis
left to remove now is the diaphragm. At least
one of its locating hooks will have broken away

so it will be relatively easy to remove the rest
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I can only suggest
carefully removing it and replacing it later; it

probably with the help of some
i pliers. DO NOT throw away the
i hooks, as you will need them

later.
Before replacing anything,

i check over the frame itself for
i any cracks, twists or even bits |

missing. Especially check the

panel beating skills to pull out

applicable.

cushion.
¢ 17 or so wide metals strips are
© still welded in place top and
{ bottom. You don't need great ;
: ! become a
any twists etc. just gradually
i apply gentle force where
If necessary get

: any cracks welded up and

maybe some extra support

- if desired.

This completes the strip down

£ 50 lets move onto the replace-
¢ ment parts and rebuild. Firstly,

I'll start with the base foam
Apparently the

original material is sl

: available, but as it appears to

be a moulded item this would
prohibitively
expensive option. | went for
the next best and that was the
usual upholstery foam. |

bought this from a large family
DIY, furniture, and hardware
shop in Exeter. It is available in
varying thicknesses and |
chose 2" or 2.5” thick. You

I was quoted just under £5 for
one base cushion. If you can,
see if they have any off cuts
about the right size, | found
one and it only cost £2.50,
with only a little trimming
required.. You don't need to
cut it to the nearest mm as it is
pulled into shape to some
extent when the cover is fitted.
As | mentioned earlier try and
measure the old base as a
guide. The foam can be cut
guite easily with a sharp
closely serrated kitchen knife
or a sharp Stanley knife. It's
probably worth practising your
technique on a waste bit first.
When offering it up to the
frame to check, it may help if
you nick out the back corners.
This will help it sit better
against the rear edge of
the frame.

Some of you may recall an
article in the May ‘98 Courier
(pg. 79) by Arthur F. Hopkins
about replacing the mat style
diaphragm with Pirelli seat
webbing. Well this is what |
did, although | didn't really
refer to the article, | just
remembered it! | bought this
type of webbing and the
necessary clips at the same
shop as the foam. The
webbing is a beige colour,
about 50mm wide x 2mm thick

i and feels like a large rubber !
£ band! It cost £1.40 per metre
¢ and the clips were 30p per pair.
. The clips have conveniently
punched holes in them that are
can get it cut to size and | think A

perfect  for  fitting  the

: long the webbing straps need
{ to be, I'l tell you.

For the
straps going across the seat |
cut them at 305mm and from
; front to back 340mm. This |
was based on an educated
¢ ‘guesstimation’ by me (coming

from a man with a degree in mechanical engi-
neering!!!), but they do concur with the figures
in the previous Courier article. | wrote the
lengths on each strap in marker pen to identify
them. Clamp the clips to the straps using a

vice, making sure they are all the same way
{ diaphragm hooks. To save you
{ the trouble of working out how

round if only for appearances sake. | personally
didn't use any glue.“ You will also need to punch
or drill the strapping sandwiched between the
clip’s central hole to allow the hook to go
through.

The original diaphragm was located on the

frame by two hooks per side, but with this new
i strap arrangement | opted for a third central
strap. This required the addition of extra holes




in the frame. These were
marked, drilied (1/8” drill, or
3.2mmy), and de-burred. The
extra straps also require more
hooks. In Mr Hopkins' article
he suggested 1Bswg piano
wire from a model shop, but |
improvised and used a coat
hanger!  Not the thin wire
types but the rail hook bit from
a more substantial coat
hanger! You'll probably need
to cut it with a junior hacksaw.
Use an original as a template,
hold it in a vice and bend it to
shape with the aid of a pair of
long round nose pliers. File
the ends to remove any sharp
edges and bingo!

Now this is where the fun can
begin as its time to fit the new
straps to the frame. | could
say, to use the classic ‘Haynes-
ism’, “replacement is a straight
forward reversal of removal”
but instead I'll say, “replace-
ment is a struggle with the risk
of personal injury!”. The easy
bit is hooking the first end of a
strap to the frame, and the
struggle is hooking in the other

end, under tension, whilst i

stopping the frame from cata-
pulting across the room! If
possible get someone to brace
the frame, then, preferably
wearing some thick gloves,
grip the hook with a pair of

mole grips or strong pliers, :

carefully stretch the strap and
hook it to the opposing hole in
the frame.

slips out of your grip under
78

re-occurring.
Next we can glue the new

¢ tension it could give you a
£ nasty cut. When putting in the
£ rest of the straps | wove them
in and out of each other for
more support, see photo 3.
i Some of you may think I've
gone a bit overboard about
: putting in these straps, but you
{ need to obtain sufficient
! tension to eliminate any sag
| advise wearing
gloves because if the hook

used ‘Evo-stick’ glue in the red tube or tin for

this, and did two seats with one big tube.

Before gluing the foam down check and re-
check it for fit until you are happy it sits
uniformly around the frame. Run a continuous
! bead of glue around the frame’s seat base and a

corresponding zigzag bead around the foam
base. Spread the glue a little and allow it a

couple of minutes to go tacky. Carefully press

the foam base onto the frame, ensuring it sits

square and back up against frame’s back edge.
If it doesn’'t go on right it can be carefully
i foam base to the frame. Ive

removed and re-positioned.  Re-trim Kkits

sometimes state that there is a
‘skirt’ that fits around the front |

face of the seat base. This was
originally, to the best of my
knowledge, a hessian type

material, but the new repro
items are a thin foam approx. 2 |
or 3mm thick. Again | bought |

this from the DIY store as an
off-cut for about £1. Quite
what purpose it serves | am not
quite sure, but | fitted one all
the same. | just cut it with

scissors to fit across the front

edge of the seat and partly
around the sides and glued
it on.

The base should now be
looking a lot healthier, so we
can now re-fit the seat cover.
Trial fit the cover over the base
foam to avoid any creases
developing.  When vyou're
confident about the fit you can

then fit it properly which ;

involves gluing it where it is in
contact with the edges of the
foam seat. Before you do this

don't- forget to re-fit the
‘horsehair’ | previously
mentioned! | have tended to

start with the seat cover inside
out and work from the back.
As you come forward unfold
the cover, using the cover
piping as a guide to keep
things straight and even. With

the cover in place maybe just

run your hands around the
cover edges to ensure good
contact with the glue and
smooth out any slight creases.

The rear edge tensioning

spring in the cover can now be

re-fitted. This is awkward to fit :
and requires the use of strong
fong nose pliers or maybe
making up a special hook tool.
{ The final part of the base re- |
build is to fit the metal ‘D’ clips. :
If you ook around the edges of
the cover you should see the :
old witness marks of the clips
which you can use as a guide
for replacing them. Starting at
{ the front centre pull the cover :
down around the frame and
push the clips into place. They
may require a light tap with a
hammer to ensure they are |
: fully home. Work your way out
and round the frame minimis-
ing any creases as you go and
i again checking the cover !
! remains square on the frame.
You now should be looking at a
firm, flat and fully supportive
i seat base!
If you need to replace any of
the seat back straps its pretty
much the same procedure as
£ for the base straps. However !
these straps are held to the
frame by a twin hook arrange-
ment. This will mean marking
! and drilling two holes in the :
! strapping clips. You will also :
notice that the straps get§
thinner the further up the back
i you go and the new straps may
! be too wide see photo 4.
did not have to
replace any straps up here
| can only suggest cutting on 13/60 seats. | hope | haven't missed any bits
the straps down or finding
thinner material. :
When you replace the back

cover you have to ensure the to give me a call, 01392 668577.

As |

aforementioned cotton apron is fitted correctly.
It fits from the front to the back of the seat
through the horizontal slot at the top of the seat
back (see photo 3). By carefully pulling it you'll
see the cover pull in and out across the horizon-
tal stitching. This is how you obtain a good
tensioned fit. The. apron is then clipped to the
frame base back edge with the ‘D’ clips. The
rest of the back cover is then ‘D’ clipped to the
frame and the ‘side flaps’ are held by the larger
‘C’ spring clips. You should now have a rejuve-
nated seat sitting before you!

The finishing touch is to give it a thorough
clean. The cleaner | like to use is called
‘Decosol” which is an orangey-pink gel with
minimal odour and quite effective on vinyl
covers. | initially wipe the seat over with a
sponge and clean warm water, then apply the
cleaner with a brush such as a nailbrush,
working it into grain. Rinse it all off with a
sponge and warm clean water again, chamois it
down and allow it to dry off outside for a couple
of hours or so. On the lighter trim colours such

i as tan or light blue it really transforms the

cars interior.
So just how much does all this cost? Weil for
one seat it breaks down as follows:-

1 foam base £2.50 - 5.00
Webbing strap @ £1.40 per metre

3 x 305mm

3x340mm  £2.80 (2 metres)

Strap clips @ £0.30 per pair

6 pairs £1.80
Foam ‘skirt’ £1.00 (approx)
Glue (Evo-Stick) £2.00 (approx)

Total £10.00 (approx)

I've tried to explain this through step by step
based on my own experience of 4 seat rebuilds

out and it’s maybe of use to some of you. If you

decide to give it ago and have any problems or

feel things could be improved on please feel free
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Why should you read

CLASSICS

Magazine?

ick up a copy of CLASSICS and
you'll find that it’s packed with
expert advice to help you restore
and maintain your classic car.
CLASSICS delivers the best
practical advice and tests the most products
in the greatest detail, month after month - all
presented with the unrivalled clarity which
has quickly become our hallmark.

And CLASSICS is more than just a
workshop manual. It’s written by enthusiasts
who enjoy old cars, so you'll find our classic
car comparisons and restoration stories
every bit as entertaining and thought- o
provoking as they are informative. R

So pick up a copy soon. Whatever your /’
interest in classics, I think you'll find - ,. %‘(5"
| CLASSICS is the only magazine you e’ ‘gf’
need to read.

Readers advertise
free — even photos
are free!

The best product

tests, to save you ’ S
money "} o %@‘?o &
1000s of specialists L @ &b B Q
listed every month o <> & %"5(:, 4}; :
~ , RS} ¥
CLASSICS Clinic: o T S S
Your problems R4 @é R & .
. o T &S P
solved . & g P A
o ¥ S e D P
o & S F SR
v & 7 e Toagy AP SO QY
-~ g\/ < hs K@ é 4\;’«%4 %0‘6 <

As the Savieurs birth day F ot e infant ia the
Qpproaches, three WISE MEN opvage — er STABLE ... sorny...
bowvelled far | o bring gifts..... —
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TSSC Services & Officers

CLuB HEADQUARTERS

The following services are available
from the Club headquarters.

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£33.00 UK £35.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

RENEWALS
£31.00 UK £35.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TSSC - Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

e-mail: tssc@tssc-hq.demon.co.uk
http: /www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/TSSC.html

TSSC INSURANCE QUOTATION.
FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
TEL: 0121 561 6262 FAX: 0121 559 0814

VALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI PRETTYJOHNS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

TSSC HANDBOOK -
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228

TSSC VIDEO LIBRARY
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

TSSC OFFERS -
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

RAC SCHEME
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

-
All magazine material must be received
BEFORE 10 of each month prior to the

month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try
and work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228
e-mail: Courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk

BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228
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Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own spe-
cific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following officers
is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or the TSSC in
the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.
TECHNICAL SECRETARY
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone,
Gwent. NP6 2JR. Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)
HERALD 948/1200
Bill Davies, 8 Ford Street, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN1 5EY
Tel: 01793 610172. il: w.davies@virgin.net
HERALD 1360
Derek Giles 7 Homefield Close, Winscombe,
Somerset. BS25 1JE. Tel:01934 842841
SPITFIRE Mk I/il/ill
Brett Dennis, 32, Clarks Close, Ware

Herts. SG12 0QH Tel: 01920 466823 (7-9pm)
SPITFIRE Mk IV/ 1500
John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,

° Camberley, Surrey. GU16 6DS.
VITESSE 1600/ Mk I/ If
Forwarding address: Mac Reynolds, ‘Chez Nous’, Potters Lane.,

Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OAP.

GT6 Mki/ 1y 1l
Mike Scott, ‘Brambles’ 4, Blackberry lane, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7RB. Tel: 01983 293650

BOND
Guy Singleton, 31, Cadiey, Marlborough, Wiltshire. SN8 4NE
Tel: 01672 514241

SPECIALS

Trevor Collett, 25A, Greenacres, Bookham,
Surrey. KT23 3NG. Tel: 01372 452292

AMPHICAR

David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd.,
Worcester. WR5 3RA. Tel: 01905 763192
TOURER’S TALK
Rick Robarts, 55 Shelbourne Rd, Cressex,
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3NQ. Tel: 01494 444373
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Léon Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 Fax: 0181 947 7659
e-mail: guyotieonf@aol.com
EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley,
West Yorkshire. LS21 3LT. Tel: 01943 463240
Tony Lancaster, Rignall Barn Cottage, Rignall Rd.,
Gt.Missendon, Bucks. HP16 9PE. Tel: 01494 890272
EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936
CLUB ARCHIVIST
Dick Plumridge, 30 Cannons Lane, Tadworth, Surrey. KT20 6DP.
Tel: 01737 358337
INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND EVENT MANAGER
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422 e-mail: chrismills@btinternet.com
INTERNATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISERS
Sue Bagshaw, Sunnyside Farm, Deopham, Wymondham, Norfolk
NR18 9EA. Tel: 01953 850073
Angela McGowan, 4 Oak Vale,Grampound, Truro, Cornwall.
TR2 4QY. Tel: 01726 8838384
SHOW CAR REGISTER
John Muggleton,
TSSC H.Q. Main Street, Lubenham, Leicestershire. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424
AREA LIAISON OFFICERS
Annis Green, 65 Sheffield Rd, Birdwell, Barnsley,
Sth Yorks. S70 5XF. Tel: 01226 745637
Vivien Thompson, Ivy Cottage,5 Rectory Mews, Sprotborough,
Donaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7LG. Tel: 01302 850740
COMPETITION SECRETARY
Jo Field, 69 Neuville Way, Springfields, Desborough,
Northants.NN14 2XT. Tel: 01536 763799

Keeping you Motoring

into the Millennium
o

A

The Government has stated that o 4
leaded fuel will be unavailable at £

the start of the year 2000, which
will obviously present a problem to
owners of all Triumphs.

The following unleaded heads will
be available with a 6 month unlim-
ited mileage guarantee.

Supplied by a well established
and knowledgeable, Heritage § % P ALl
approved company, to ensure that % . SHICES NEEUDE
quality and reliability standards § TN A =
are met.

STANDARD SPECIFICATION STAGE TWO MODIFIED
UNLEADED HEADS UNLEADED HEADS

HER 1200  SPIT MK1/2/3 BOND
£205.00 inc VAT plus £60.00 surcharge
HER 13/60SPIT MK4/1500
£205.00 inc VAT plus £40.00 surcharge
VIT Mk1/2 GTé MK1/2/3 BOND
£295.00 inc VAT plus £120.00 surcharge

Available for the cars below and ported to
stage 2 specification.Fitted with new valves,
valve springs and bronze valve guides, together
with hardened valve seats to enable running on
either leaded or unleaded fuel.

HER 1200  SPIT MK1/2/3 BOND
£385.00 inc VAT plus £60.00 surcharge
HER 13/60  SPIT MK4/1500

8] 416 9137 JHIHSHILSFOFT WYHNTENT 1334LS NIYI ‘S4340 9851

All heads ) | :
are fitted £385.00 inc VAT plus £40.00 surcharge
with VIT Mk1/2  GT6 MK1/2/3 BOND

hardened £575.00 inc VAT plus £120.00 surcharge
exhaust Please note due fo the higher temperatures

V?"’e seat generated with a modified head it is essential
inserts, that the cooling system of your car is capable of
SpeCICII coping with these higher temperatures.The

oy

fitment of a full width radiator on Spitfires is
recommended, as is the fitment of an additional
cooling fan on all other models. The fitment of
an oil cooler is also recommended.

CARRIAGE £20.00 per head. This includes collection of your old head.

BOTH TYPES OF HEAD ARE AVAILABLE ON AN EXCHANGE BASIS. SURCHARGES ARE
LISTED NEXT TO EACH APPLICATION AND ARE REFUNDABLE ON THE SUBSEQUENT
RETURN OF YOUR OLD HEAD WHICH MUST BE SUITABLE FOR RECONDITIONING.

Full engines with unleaded conversions are also available,

ORDERS HOTLINE FAX HOTLINE PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
01858 434424 01858 469693

e.mail: Cluboffers@aol.com

quality valves, new valve springs, and
modified valve guides to increase
lubrication and extend life.

m B




