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is is the official TSSC Events
Calendar for 1987 containing
details of all TSSC organised
events and National and Local
events fo which the Club has been
invited. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure that the details contained in
this calendar are correct, no responsi-
bility is accepted for errors or changes
due to unforeseen circumstances.
For ith

and
the Clulb F ters.

Tel: (01858) 434424 Fax: (01858) 431936
e-mail: issc@issc-hq.demon.co.uk

P
SUN 6th

WAC ( TER AREA JAS)
Avoncroft Museum of buildings
Bromsgrove, Worcs.
Contact: lan 01452 619622

A MILE OF TRIUMPHS
Norfolk area, Braad Farm
Campsite, Nr Gt Yarmouth.
Contact: Robin 01603 434544

OCTOBER

DUXFORD ALL TRIUMPH DAY
Imperial War Museumn,

TSSC ORGANISED
EVENTS 71998

Duxford, Cambridge.
Contact Chris 01245 442788
or Andy 01277 214184

APRIL

SUN 191k
NORTH YORKS A64 TEDDY BEARS RUN
Contact Paui: 0113 2790259

SUN 1801
AUTUMN INTERNATIONAL TRIUMIPH
.SHOW AND SPARES DAY
Sandown Park, Surrey

NOVEMBER

MAY
- 1
19th ISLE OF WIGHT
CAMPING WEEKEND
Appuldercombe.
Contact: Garth, 01983 617159,

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW
NEC Birmingham.

SOUTH OF ENGLAND MEET
Leatherhead Leisure Centre,
Leatherhead Surrey.

TSSC FEATURE CAR CLUB
at the Beaulieu Autojumbie

WESSEX AREA NEW FOREST RUN
Contact Trevor: 01202 548 582

75th ANNIVERSARY OF TRIUMPH
CELEBRATIONS
Heritage Motor Centre
at Gaydon, Warks.
Pre-Booking compulsory.

SN Sth
INTERNATIONAL CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW
NEC Birmingham.

NATIONAL & LOCAL
TSSC INVITED ‘98

APRIL

HAYNES PUBLISHING RACSMA
TWO DAY CLASSIC

Start Haynes Museum, Sparkford.

Finish Castle Coombe Race circuit.

SAIL_18th/SUN 19th
SNOWDONIA CLASSIC VEHICLE RALLY
Vehicles over 25 yrs of age
Park Padarn, Lanberis,
Snowdonia, N.Wales

MAY

SAT 3rd/SUN 4l
BEDFORDSHIRE CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Shuttleworth, Old Warden,
Biggleswade, Beds.

JERSEY CLASSIC SPRING SHOW
Stearm Museum, La rue de bechet,

JUNE

5th LAKES TRIUMPH WEEKEND
Hillcroft Park Campsite, Pooley

Bridge, Nr Penrith,Cumbria.
Contact: Shirley, 01246 832080.

BREAN BEACH PARTY ‘98
Brean Sands
Nr Weston Super Mare
Contact: Nev, 0117 975 9640, Avon
Sean, 01278 421628, Somerset.

CORNWALL CAMPING WEEKEND
Trebellan, Cubert, Newguay.
Contact: Sandra 01209 718153

{13
T0th ANNIVERSARY PEAK RUN
AND CONCOURS
Contact: Antony 01332 367215

Trinity, Jersey. Channel islands
Contact: Tony 016534 873827

ZND TRIUMPH SPITFIRE
ITALIAN REGISTER EVENT
Lake Garda, italy.

AUTO & AERQO EXTRAVAGANZA
Museum of Flight, Lothian
Contact: lan 0131 539 1402

SAT 16th/6SUN 16th
SHETLAND CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW
Clickimin Leisure Centre,
terwick, Shetland.

NORTH YORKS TRIUMPH WEEKEND
Runswick Bay. North Yorkshire.
Contact Dave: 01642 896141

THURS 21sU/SUN 24t
TOTH TRIUMPH EVENT IN BEAUJOLAIS

JULY

TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND
STAFFORD SHOWGROUND
Contact: Club HQ.

Triumph Club de France
Contact: 01 34 61 79 03

SAT 23rd/SUN 24th.
FORTH VALLEY VINTAGE CLUB RALLY
Dalkeith Country Park, Edinburgh.

AUGUST

BEAMISH CLASSIC WEEKEND
Contact: Andy 0191 5485188.

TOTALLY TRIUMPH CLASSIC
CAR SHOW
Boucher Rd Playing Fields,
Boucher Rd, Belfast.
Contact Laurence: 01247 812628

Contact: lan 0131 539 1402

DOUNE AUTOFAIR & CLASSIC RUN
Doune Motor Museum, Nr Stirling
Contact: tan 0131 539 1402

SUN 24th/MON 250
PETERBOROUGH CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Elton Hall, Elton,
Peterborough, Cambs.

GUARDIAN INSURANCE RAC CLASSIC

SEPTEMBER

NORTH YORKS 17TH ANNUAL
CONCOURS & CONVOY
Rosedale Abbey
Contact: Judy 01904 656095

Finish point Silverstone
Entries ciose1/4/98

75 YEARS OF TRIUMPH
Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon.
Pre-Booking compulsory.

JUNE

BORDERS VINTAGE CLUB RALLY
Mellerstain House, Kelso
Contact: lan 0131 532 1402

LE-MANS 2ahrs

SUN 7th
LONDON TGO BRIGHTON CLASSIC RUN
Start Syon Park and Crystal Palace
TJUES 2nd / SUN 14th
DORETTI'S TO LE-MANS
Contact: Alastair 01224 783977
(evenings)

THURS 11th/SUN 1418
GERNAN SPITFIRE MEETING
Oberaudorf (South Germany)
Contact Thornas: 0 89 60 42 48

SUN 14ith
FIFE VINTAGE MACHINERY CLUB RALLY|
Elmwood Coliege Farm, Cupar
Muir, Nr Cupar, Fife.
Contact: lan 0131 539 1402

CHELTENHAM COLLEGE COTSWOLD
CRUISE CAR RUN & SHOW
Chehtenham College, Glos
contact: Michael 01629 815007

DERBY MOTOR SHOW
Markeaton Park, Derby.

FIFE HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUB
MOTORING CAVALCADE
Scottish Bus Museum,
Lathlalmond, Dunfermiine, Fife.
Contact: tan 0131 539 1402

BROMLEY PAGEANT OF MOTORING
Norman Park, Bromiey, Kent.

JULY
SUM Sth
SCOTTISH FORD DAY

Doune Motor Museum, Nr Stirting.

Contact: lan 0131 539 1402
SAT 18th/SUN 19th

S.A.V.E. RALLY
Dalmeny House, Nr Edinburgh.
Contact: fan 0131 539 1402

TOTH INTERNATIONAL RALLYE
DES ALPES
Start Geneva. Finish Lucerne.

THE 1998 FOOTMAN JAMES
SILVERSTONE RETRORUN
Silverstone Circuit 01327 320200

AUGUST

MERLIN CASTLE COONBE
SPORTSCAR CLASSIC (8 AUG )
CLASSIC SPORTSCAR WEEKEND

(97/9 AUG) 01823 333730

RIGGAR MUSEUM TRUST RALLY
North Back Road, Biggar.
Contact: lan 0131 532 1402

DOUNFE CLASSIC WEEKEND
Doune Motor Museum, Nr Stirling.
Contact: lan 0131 539 1402

KNEBWORTH ‘98 T
THE CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Knebworth Park, Stevenage, Herts.

SEPTEMBER

LONDON CLASSICAR SHOW &
GRAND LONDON AUTOJUMBLE
Ascot Racecourse.

OCTOBER

4th BALLYE DES 4 COLEURS
Nr Perigeaux, France

TRIUMPHEST 98
San Luis Obispo,California .USA.
Contact Jan (909) 735 1626

> >

his month the

new fully

updated TSSC
Technical Directory
launches and a very
useful tool this will
become to many
Members as the
detail goes to 30
pages.

Peter Williams the Club’s General
Secretary has worked extremely
hard to collate this book into a man-
ageable order, what is mind blow-
ing is the extent of technical
data/articles the Triumph Sports Six
Club has published via the Courier
over its 210 or so issues. As a Club
we have not reprinted articles from
previous Couriers, this may be a
good idea, but suffice, the Technical
Directory is really worth getting for
reference and being so comprehen-
sive ieaves no stone unturned. Cost
£2.95 including post and packing.

Are you reading this on the 1st of
the month? we hope so but it gets
harder to meet deadlines each

by Bill Sunderland

NICAL DIRECTORY
THE
ETS

month. Bernard
and team rely
on excellent
contributions
but feels run-
ning a live
magazine is
becoming
near impos-
sible. We
have
decided, to
take pres-
sure off
the dead-
line day
to move
the final
dead-
line to
the

10th

of

each
month preced-
ing publication, this is still
extremely tight but will help. Please if
you write for the Courier magazine, try to meet our
earlier deadline and thank

you for all your work.

| recently returned from an events meeting and can announce
that the Second Standard European Rally wiil take place on
29/30th May 1999 in Arcen, Holland, something to look forward to.

Although the Bond Equipe Weekend has been cancelled at pre-
sent, | am informed that there is a chance it may be back on in
September watch the events calendar for details.

& 5 2




TRIVMPH
CARS SALE

Triumph Cars Limited,
Chickenhall Lane, Eastleigh,
Hants are having a massive
clearance sale and have what
is probably the largest collec-
tion of Triumph Spitfires,
Stags, Heralds etc. ranging in
price from £200 - £4000/£5500
for good low mileage Stags
etc. Also we are providing a
NEW build to order service
starting from £2500 - £3500
for the car of your choice in
your own colour preference.
N.B. Stags and Vitesses, con-
vertibles start at £4500 -
£5500. Telephone their NEW
phone number for full details
01703 644448 and 0385
991027.

@WN A
LATE GUTo
Oz
SIPITFIREZ

R. KELLY PLC LTD Have
informed me of the very
latest in technology just
imported from Japan which
will suit all owners of late
model GT6’s and Spitfires
fitted with ALTERNATORS.
They now Stock AC
Batteries for exclusive use
with Alternator fitted cars.
For more Details and prices
Tel: 0104 98 01 04

ATTENTION ALL PREVIOUS
CONCOURS CLASS WINNERS

TSSC CONCOURS ANNIVERSARY DISPLAY -
INTERNATIONAL STAFFORD 1998
As part of the Club’s 21st Anniversary celebrations, we are
planning to get together a display of previous TSSC
International Weekend Concours winning cars on the
Saturday of this year’s International Weekend. | am
currently researching these cars but would appreciate
furher assistance for the early years.
If you own a Concours winning car from.1980/81
National Concours at Donington and would be willing to
bring it along to the International this year, pease contact
me as soon as possible. We woud really love these cars to be
part of the display.
Sue Bagshaw
Display Co-ordinator
Tel 01953 850073

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIC
MoTOR SHOW
2 = 4 MAY 1998

ALREADY A SUCCESS!

“We are absolutely thrilled with the support following our acquisi-
tion of The May Classic”. said Mike Kennington the Exhibition
Manager “We have a huge waiting list for Car Club stands; our
Autojumble area is completely sold out; we only have a little space
left for Dealers, Trade Stands and Restoration Area”.

Admission charges have been reduced to come into line with the
November Show, adults will pay £8 at the door instead of £9 50.
There are some exciting plans including a special ‘Mini Village’, a
‘Classic & Sports Car Club Information Centre’, Autotests and the
Sporting Bears ‘dream rides’ in some exotic sports cars including
an AC Cobra.

The main feature is ‘Porsche’ with the promise of some really
exotic sports racing cars on view including the ‘962’ 240mph Le
Mans car owned by Nick Mason.

‘A Tribute to the Clarks’ feature will be a joint homage to Jim and
Roger who are considered by many to have been the best British
racing and rally drivers ever.

Bookings are pouring in from Autojumblers, Traders, Restorers
and Dealers - more space is available by contacting Mike
Kennington on 0121-767 3536

ENTRY FOR YOUR DIARY
The International Classic Motor Show NEC Birmingham
Sponsored by FOOTMAN JAMES & Co LTD
2,3,4 May 1998 Opening Times: 9.30 - 5.30 daily

P

Belt
- Up!2

. — by Mike Crewes

his month is a continuation of lasts month

article about Child and Baby Seats. Once

again I’d like to thank BBC Top Gear for
allowing me to publish this advice.

(Gyo0se THE RIGHT SEAT 308 YOUR GHID

i. The most suitable restraint depends on the weight and size
of your child.

ii. If the seat is convenient to use and carry about you are
more likely to use it on every journey, so before you buy it
check how light it is, how easy it is to use and how it fits
into your car.

iii. It is essential that all child seats are fitted correctly. Recent
surveys have revealed that many are wrongly fitted making
them virtually useless.

iv. Whatever type of baby or child seat you use remember to
use it every time you take your baby in the car. Most
accidents happen on short trips - not long ones.

v. You will most likely need at least two child seats as your
child grows; a baby seat and a child seat, you may also like

\ to purchase a booster seat.

STAGE ONE: Baby Birth - 10kgs (22Ibs), Age up to 6-9
months, BS AU202a or ECE R 44.

For a very young baby, the safest type of restraint is a baby seat,
which is also called a rear facing infant carrier.

Babies have bigger heads and smaller bodies than adults so
their centre of gravity is a lot higher. They also have weak necks
that cannot support their head. Because of this a child restraint
in the rear facing position, incorporating an energy absorption
pad, is considered the best for young babies, it also avoids too
much pressure being put onto the babies spine.

A baby seat can be fitted in the front or rear seat of the car, held
in place by a three point lap and diagonal seat belt. They must
have their own harness to keep them secure in the seat. Experts

recommend that baby seats are
placed in the front seat.

YOU MUST NOT USE
A REAR
FACING BABY SEAT
IN THE FRONT SEAT
OF A CAR FITTED
WITH A
PASSENGER SIDE AIR
BAG.

STAGE TWO: Young Children
8 to 18kgs (20 to 44lbs), Age
approximately 6 - 9 months to
4 years, BS AU186 (or 186a) or
ECE R 44.

Once a child is able to hold its
head up it can travel in a
forward facing child seat,
sometimes called a toddler
seat, a forward facing child
seat, or a stage two restraint.
If rear seat belts are already
fitted to the car then a child
seat which can be secured by
the existing seat belts should
be used.

If there are no rear seat belts
the car may still have rear seat
belt anchorage points, as these
have been compulsory on all
new cars since 1981. You can
buy seat belts at most good
accessory shops, garage spare
departments and TSSC Offers.
It is more expensive to fit rear

a7 =



seat belts in cars built before 1981, but it is well
worthwhile, as it will keep you and your baby
safe.

STAGE THREE: Older Children 15 to 36kgs,
Age approximately 4 to 11 years, BS AU185 or
ECE R 44.

Another alternative for young children is a
booster seat, which can then be used with an
adult lap and diagonal seat belt. The booster
cushion is not only secured in place by the seat
belt, it also lifts the child up so that the belt is
safely positioned across the child’s shoulder
and pelvis and not dangerously across the neck
and stomach.

The extra height also lets the child see out of
the car windows. A booster seat with a full
back will also help restrain the child when
asleep.

At this age a child could use either a normal
adult seat belt with a booster cushion, or a
special rear seat belt which adjusts to safely fit
passengers of all sizes from a small child to an
aduit.

DO NOT USE A HOUSEHOLD CUSHION -
A CHILD COULD SLIP UNDER THE SEAT
BELT AND BE INJURED.

BBC Top Gear believe that car manufacturers
should be able to recommend certain seats as
suitable and put instructions in the car
handbook - but this is not always the case.
When choosing a baby seat you must seek
advice as to the type that fits best in your
vehicle. If a manufacturer, or the store that you
purchased your seat from is not sure, then seek
further advice. (I would welcome any research
that has been done on this with regard to ali
Club Cars - Mike.)

REMEMBER, CHILD SEATS SHOULD BE
FITTED AS SECURELY AS POSSIBLE WITH
NO EXCESSIVE MIOVEMENTS.

Further Advice

a. There is a vigorous market in second-hand
restraints, avoid these products unless youn
know:-

i.  The full history of the seat,

ii. You are sure that it has not been invoived
in an accident,

iii. You receive the correct written fitting
instructions.

b. Do not buy a seat if the belts show signs of
wear. Either replace the seat or the webbing

and check all assemblies. If it has been involved
in an accident the belt's energy absorbing
gualities can and may be damaged.

c. Check child seats regularly for signs of wear
and tear and dispose of it properly it shows any
signs at all of damage.

d. WARNING: AIR BAGS

YOU MUST NOT USE A REAR FACING BABY
SEAT IN THE FRONT SEAT OF A CAR THAT IS
FITTED WITH A PASSENGER SIDE AIR BAG. IN
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES USE IT ONLY IN THE
REAR SEAT. )

e. Never put a seat belt around you and the baby
- in the event of an accident you would squash
your baby to death!

f. It is unwise to put your baby in the luggage
space of hatchbacks or estate cars - this is the
rear crumple zone and using it without correctly
fitted seats may be an offence.

g. You can hire a baby seat at a reasonable rate
and get loads of good advice at the same time.
ask your Midwife, Health Visitor or local Road
Safety Officer if there is a loan scheme in your
area. Some retailers also have a ‘buyback’
scheme for old child seats, ask around before
buying.

h. Carrycots are very good for carrying children, .
but are not an adequate safety restraint in any
moving vehicle.

AND FINALLY, REMEMBER, IT IS YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO KEEP YOUR CHILD
SAFE - THERE ARE NO SHORT CUTS.

ISOFIX
The idea behind ISOFIX is to have a standard point in
all cars to which baby seats can be fitted.

All the main motor car and baby seat manufacturers,
consumer and safety groups have been heavily involved
with the development of the system, lead by the
Transport Research Laboratory.

Essentially four horizontal bars are mounted in con-
trolled positions, two in the crease at the base of the
seat back and two below the leading edge of the front
seat cushion. The system should then be available
either as an optional extra or fitted as standard to
certain makes of car. All manufactured baby seats will
then plug in and clip onte the bars.

It is currently being tested by the International
Standards Organisation (ISO) and once all the fittings
are standardised, which could take at least a year,
ISOFIX should be available.

ISOFIX is not going to be available on the market for at
ieast two years, so in the meantime please follow the
advice above.

Reproduced with the kind permission of
BBC Top Gear.

>
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Easter
Amalgamation

— by Mac Reynolds

il... Month four...
Aprill Happy Easter!...
(apt for Burrows Mill)
(and | was born in the year
of the rabbitli... No
There are
I now those members who
believe this Register to be
no mare than a ‘melange’ a
potpourri... a ‘confiture’... of
imperfect bits and pieces...
memories... and... anecdoles
... but... all relating to our
‘Triumphs'... What better...

So to start this month’s
Register... something quite
mundane... but of

LITRES GALLONS LITRES
1 0.22 26
2 0.44 27
3 0.66 28
4 0.88 29
5 1.1 30
6 1.32 31
7 1.54 32
8 1.76 33
9 1.98 34
10 2.2 35
11 2.42 36
12 2.64 37
13 2.86 38
14 3.08 39
15 3.3 40
16 3.52 41
17 3.74 42
18 3.96 43
19 4.18 44

20 4.4 45
21 4.62 46
22 4.84 47
23 5.06 48
24 5.28 49
25 5.5 50

everyday use (in my “.. ,35 :
opinion anyway)... a chart .
for your conversion from camlﬂg
litres to gallons | still have . =
to work in ‘miles per lnIBIISlW
gallon’...t In my coast-
guard capacity | do have Of us;
to use miles per litre... but .
I can't quite relate... once a lmpaﬂaﬂt ta
allon... always a ¥ 0
galioni1... stand the
The second... (not quite H
so mundane) chart for I‘Blllm'em
your interest is the Tyre
GALLONS LITRES GALLONS LITRES GALLONS
5.72 51 11.22 76 16.72
5.94 52 11.44 77 16.94
6.16 53 11.66 78 17.16
6.38 54 11.88 79 17.38
6.6 55 12.1 80 17.6
6.82 56 12.32 81 17.82
7.04 57 12.54 82 18.04
7.26 58 12.76 83 18.26
7.48 59 12.98 84 18.48
7.7 60 13.2 85 18.7
7.92 61 13.42 86 18.92
8.14 62 13.64 87 19.14
8.36 63 13.86 88 19.36
8.58 64 14.08 89 19.58
8.8 65 14.3 90 19.8
9.02 66 14.52 91 20.02
9.24 67 14.74 92 20.24
9.46 68 14.96 93 20.46
9.68 69 15.18 94 20.68
9.9 70 15.4 95 20.9
10.12 71 15.62 96 21.12
10.34 72 15.84 97 21.34
10.56 73 16.06 98 21.58
10.78 74 16.28 99 21.78
11.00 75 16.5 100




TYRES AND THE LAW

) In Great Britain tyres must conform to the requirements of
The Motor Vehicles {Construction & Use) Regulations”. In summary, this means...

Tyres condition - it is illegal to use a car if:
(a) Itis unsuitable having regard to its use or the tyres of tyres on the other wheels;

(b} Itis incorrectly inflated for its purpose;

(c) It has a cut in excess of 26mm, or 10% of its section width, reaching the ply or cord;
(d) It has a lump, bulge or tear caused by separation or other structural failure;

(e} It has any portion of the ply or cord exposed;

(fy Tyres on cars, light vans and their trailers, from 1st January 1992, shall be of a
depth of at least 1.6mm throughout a continuous band comprising the central
three-quarters of the breadth of the tread and round the entire outer

circumference of the tyre.

2. Regrooving - it is illegal to use regrooved tyres on cars.

3. Mixed tyre fitments - it is iliegal;

(a) to fit tyres of different types of different types of structure; i.e. radial and cross ply

on the same axle of a vehicle;

(b) to fit radial tyres to the front axle of a car if cross-ply are fitted to the rear.

Remember - driving on d:amaged or excessively worn tyres may not only be illegal but
unsafe and the penalties can be heavy. Ensure your tyres are in good condition.

Law... and you... as we are
coming to that intensive
period of use, it is important
to understand the legal
requirements... also for your
own safety it's good to be
well shod!!(see above)

This has indeed been
another few days of time
spent with ‘'VPP'l... | have
finally got around to purchas-
ing and fitting some (period)
door mirrors, they are really
essential for today’s modern
traffic conditions... Slip roads
onto motorways can be lethal
without that complete
rearward vision... {don't know
how I've managed without for
so long!). As you will see by
the instructions supplied
{these came with the pair that
| fitted to NCO... gone but not
forgotten!) that this
procedure is relatively
simple... it took me a total of
about 20 minutes to fit both
mirrors... with no problems
encountered!! | actually quite

like the look of them, an extra
bit of chrome to set her off
and | have to admit that I'm
not too keen on mirrors on

Adjustin
(do not o

Fixing Pl

Plint (A)
or
Plint (B)

g Screws
vertighten)

Grub Screw

ate ?

<

Fitting door

mirrors.

A necessity
in today's
modern
traffic
conditions.

1 of cars and
f vans without

the bonnet... they do break up
those lovely, smooth lines... f
That just has to be one of my
favourite Vitesse bits {also
shared by 13/60s), the front

top corners of the bonnet...
smooth, curvey, bumpy bits...

| could spent hours just
polishing them!... (Maybe
photos of the mirrors fitted in
next month’s Courier)...

The Tex Universal Door
Mirror can be fitted to a wide
range of cars and light vans
without having to remove
door panels, by following the ‘
instructions outlined below. |

|
1. With the aid of a second \
person, focate a clear unob- ‘
structed position for the door |
mirror, when viewed from the
driving seat. Ensure that the |
fixing screws will not foul the ‘
window and that the mirror is
not at the limit of adjustment |
in any one plane. ‘
2. Mark the selected position |
with a 3” long strip of ‘
masking tape to prevent the
drill bit running and scratch- "
ing the door panel. :
3. Two types of support
(plinth) A and B are supplied.
Choose whichever is the most |
suitable for the door shape.
4. Place plinth A or B, as ‘
applicable, in position as a |
|

template. Mark the hole

positions. Carefully drill two
holes using a Y/ss or 7mm i
drili bit.

“‘ with drilling two °/isths holes for this purpose.

‘ using {off a 2000 saloon as § have converted o twi

| of a repair kit (from brake specialists
| ¢o be im excess of £50.

| refitting the servo, there was
| om i.e., the piston depressing the air wvalve,

| also had more trouble in bleeding th

| was flevel with the top o

| stifl not happy.

| f am not going to pay £50 for the privilege. Do you have any

| required, which is quite 1

| where the brakes are concerned.

‘ am the proud owner of a Mkil Vitesse Saloon, reg. YPE 605G,
which § have been restoring over the course of last two years or

so. Whilst keeping the car gemerally original | have added a
by " M I
” 1L

ber of impr ¢s during the s
Kenlowe fan, oil cooler, and brake servo to which you refer in the
| January issue of The Courier. My ts/experi on the fitting

| of the servo are as follows.

|

| fam not sure of the origins of the particular servo that | used, except
\ that | bought it at Stafford last year for a temner. The vendor wasn’t
| able to enlighten me but I thought that | couldn’t go wrong at that
’ price. True in part. The anit is a Lockheed remote servo of what

| appears to be the fairly common sort with the plastic air valve on top.
‘ Initial examination of the diaphragms revealed to be okay so I decided
| to fit it and see what happened. After much deliberation, | mounted the
unit b the heater box and the clutch master cylinder

| (see photo). As far as § could see this was the only realistic place it
. would fit plus it had the additional benefit of keeping the plumbing
short. | made up a bracket and bolted this to the bullhead. I could live
§ made up two short

¢ths of copper pipe to comnect the servo in line. I used
¢ into the existing brake line as I didn’t

leng
f fe/fe ie union to
want to remove the heater box to run a new line down to the four-way
connector by the n/s front wheel. Also if it didn’t work, I could simply
revert to existing plumbing. | was for that the inlet manifold I am

in HS6's - but that

is another story!} already had an outlet for the vacuum pipe. So it was
to make this connection with a new piece of tube. The
the servo being slightly higher

a simple matter
system was bled successfully despite

than the master cylinder.

A test drive r ted that the braking performance was transformed,
aimost too sharp. § made a nate to fit harder pads. | was running on
original Ferodo asbestos items. My initial delight at my bargain servo
began to wane when the king sy g tly d foped an
unhealthy appetite for brake fluid, § topped up the master cylinder a
fow times in the hope that it might cure itself, as you do, but to no
avail. As there was no sign of external leakage, out came the servo and
off came the backplate which promptly dep ited the missing half litre
of brake fluid onto my best garage trainers! The seals were obviously
shot as was confirmed on stripping the unit. Expecting a few rubber |
seals to cost around a fiver, | was somewhat horrified to find the cost
JEM at Hinkley 01455 230626)
1 Admittedly the kit was comprehensive
including replacement piston and diaphragm but £50... The repiace-
ment seals were duly fitted. The air valve piston seal seemed quite a
tight fit. | should have attended to this there and then because on
now a noticeable jolt as the servo came
in addition the brakes were
» the few seconds it was requiring for the piston to refract
the air vaive. At least, however, the leaks were cured, !
e brakes to my satisfaction. In the
end | removed the air walve assembly, gently depressed the brake
pedal to remove the piston, continued depressing the pedal until fluid
£ the chamber before replacing the piston
within its now fluid filied bore. This improved matters slightly but I was
In the end [ rewerted to the old air valve piston seal
which returned the brakes to their p th action. So far this
seal hasn't leaked. It was pretty obvious that most of the fluid was

feaking past the pushrod stem seal. [ would like to try another seal but
ideas

holding on fo
and shut off

where | can obtain just the rubber seals?

On bal: i id d fitting a servo as the confidence

level is much greater particularly if you are used to having a servo on
your everyday car. The Vitesse really does pull up sharply now i

i ing in the cut and thrust of modern day
traffic. With regards to cost, I am still well in pocket compared to a
new unit but beware what you buy from autojumbles, particularly
It might have been better on reflec-

gion to go for a new or recenditioned unit.

Sam Gould




5. Removing the masking tape and push both

bosses of plinth A or B through the drilled holes.

6. Place fixing plate on plinth (with the counter-
sunk broadside uppermost). Insert the screws
and tighten down until plinth is firmly fixed to

the door.

CAUTION - do not overtighten
as this will strip the plastic
bosses and will result in a
loose mounting.

7. Slacken the grub screw on
the mirror-stem and fit over
the plinth. Tighten the grub
screw until the mirror is firm.
8. To adjust the mirror-head,
the adjusting screws may be
slackened by 1 '/2 turns.

Right... about time that |
mentioned a Vitesse!! Car of
the Month for April... (belongs
to Sam Gould (York) | will re-
print his letter... as he writes...
as it touches on the subject of
servos... Interesting... | will in

future Registers gather
together all the photos that |
have taken at Stafford (etc.)
on the positions of servos
fitted!

Thanks for the letter
Sam(opposite) I'll let you
know about the rubber seals
.. | seem to recollect
someone... somewhere...
saying that they were
available... if only | can
remember?? Anyone know
anything??

So ti.at’s about it for this
month... it only remains for
me to say... thanks... take
care... cheers... Mac.

P.S. ... The other job that | had
to do on VPP was replace the
boot stay bracket... Full

update next month!!... ﬂ

e |

P ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICEN &

Crossways Garage, Loddon Road, Ditchingham,
nr Bungay, Norfolk. NR35 2QY

TEL: 01986 895387 FAX: 01986 / 896860

email: david @angserv.demon.co.uk -http://www: angserv.demon.co.uk

SpPEcCIALIST FOR SPITFIRE, GT6, VITESSE Anp HERALD

REPAIRS

RESTORATION

- PARTS

Four CYLINDER UNLEADED HEADS. UV CRACK TESTED. HARDENED EXHAUST VALVE SEATS.
NEW VALVES, VALVE SPRINGS AND VALVE GUIDES. £195 INC VAT EXCHANGE

ENGINE/MECHANICAL/BRAKES
Reconditioned 1200 engine

Reconditioned 1300/1500 5465 00
Reconditioned differential from new C/P £220.00
Reconditioned gearbox from £170.00
Fitting service available on the above

Brake disc Spitfire/Herald £14.00
Brake disc GT6/Vitesse £17.00
Rear wheel cylinder Spitfire/Herald ~ £7.50
Rear wheel cylinder Vitesse/early GT6 ~ £9.00
Rear brake shoes from £9.00
Brake pads Spitfire/Herald from £7.50
Brake pads Vitesse/GT6 £8.50
Engine mount 4 cylinder £4.50
Engine mount 6 cylinder £7.50
Overdrive gearbox mount £14.00
Standard gearbox mount £1.50
Head set 1300/1500 £14.00
Bottom end set £8.50
Clutch kits 1300 £46.00
Clutch kits 1500 £46.00
Clutch kits 2 Litre . £51.00
Fuel pumps from £16.00
SUSPENSION/STEERING

Front trunnion (STANPART) £13.00
Front trunnion kit £4.00
Rear trunnion kit £4.50
Steering rack rubber mount £1.90
Half shaft flange £15.00
Universal joint £9.50
Driveshaft long/short £55.00
Front vertical link Spitfire £52.00
Top ball joint £10.50
Track rod end . £9.50
Anti roll bar link £11.50
Front suspension nut/block kit £15.00
Rear suspension nut/bolt kit £15.00
Front shock absorber £22.00
Rear shock absorber £18.00
Rear wheel bearing roto £16.00
Rear wheel bearing UNIPART £19.50
Rear leaf spring MkIV/1500 ° £65.00
Rear leaf spring Spitfire I, Il, Ill £59.00
Rear leaf spring Herald £75.00
Rear leaf spring spring Vit Mkil £75.00

SUSPENSION/STEERING

Steering column bush £5.95
Lower steering joint £17.50
Rear spring eye bush £5.50
Wishbone bushes £1.00
BODY PANELS SPITFIRE/GT6

Heritage Spitfire bonnet £520.00
Spitfire front valance Mk L,1I,lll £95.00
Spitfire/GT6 quarter valance £49.00
Front wing Spitfire I, Il, lll £54.00
Front wing Spitfire/GT6 Ill £38.00
Inner outer arch Spitfire/GT6 Il £26.00
Door skin Spitfire Il £25.00
Door skin MkIV/1500/GT6 £25.00
Full floor new improved £59.00
Rear wing Spitfire I, Ii, lll £72.00
Rear wing MKIV/1500/GT6 £115.00
Rear wing GT6 lIl, left £134.50
Rear inner outer arch £34.00
Rear valance Spitfire Mkill £42.00
Rear valance MkIV/1500/GT6 £26.00
Boot floor, all models £57.00
Sills, Rover GENUINE £35.00
Battery box £11.50
BODY PANELS VITESSE/HERALD
Front valance fibre glass

Front valance Steel £95 00
Front wing 13/60 £58.00
Front wing Vitesse £79.00
Front wing lip repair £18.00
Sill Vitesse/Herald £16.00
Doorskin Vitesse/Herald £44.00
Rear wing Vitesse/Herald £78.00
Rear quarter valance N.A
Rear valance Herald/Vitesse £39.00
Rear wing lip repair £18.00
Door step repair £8.00
D. plate bonnet £8.95
HOODS/CARPETS/INTERIOR TRIM
Vynide hood Herald/Vitesse

Double Duck hood Herald/Vitesse 2145 00
Vynide hood Spitfire £85.00
Double Duck hood Spitfire £135.00
Seat covering kit Spitfire/GT6 £129,00
Seat covering kit Herald/Vitesse £129.00

HOODS/CARPETS/INTERIOR TRIM

Door trim, palr, Spitfire

Door trim, pair, GT6 £48 00
Door trim, pair, Herald £46.00
Door trim, pair, Vitesse £49.00
Moulded carpet set,Spitfire £145.00
Moulded carpet set, GT6 £195.00
Moulded carpet set, Herald/Vitesse ~ £130.00

Glove box Spitfire/GT6 £11.00
All other interior trim available.

RUBBER SEALS SPITFIRE/GT6
Screen seal Spitfire I, Il, lll £18.00
Screen seal MkIV/1500/GT6 £18.00

P seal on A post £3.00
GT6 roof seal Mki/ll £18.50
GT6 rear screen seal £21.00
Lower screen seal Spitfire L1I, lll £12.00
Header rail seal Spitfire £7.00
Outer weather strip Spitfire/GT6 8.00
Inner weather strip Spitfire/GT6 £4.00
Bonnet scuttle seal £4.50
Door check strap seal £2.25
Wheel arch seal kit £6.00
Spitfire Furflex seal £12.00
GT6 Furflex seal £19.00
Front valance seal Spitfire Il £1.10
Front quarter valance seal MkIV/1500  £2.20
Triumph pedal rubber £2.00
Late Triumph pedal rubber £2.00
Bonnet stop cone £1.50

7 in, headlamp seal Spitfire/GT6 £2.95
Handbrake gaiter Spitfire |, Il Ill , IV £7.50

Master cylinder boot £2.50
RUBBERS SEALS HERALDNITESSE
Front screen seal Herald/Vitesse £17.50
Rear screen seal Herald/Vitesse £21. 00
Outer weather strip £7.00
Inner weather strip £4.00
Pedal rubber £2.00
Wheel arch seal kit £6.00
Header rail seal £6.50
7 in. headlamp seal Herald £2,95

ALL PRICES
INCLUDE VAT

FULL RESTORATION SERVICES AVAILABLE INCLUDING: BODYWORK - TRIMMING
ELECTRICAL. FULL MECHANICAL/ENGINE REBUILDING AND RECONDITIONING.
YOUR CAR BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. CONCOURS REBUILDS UNDERTAKEN.

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD




ere we have three
Spitfires, all using
different makes
of fibreglass hard tops/
bonnets to achieve that
race/rally/Le Mans look.

The first is the Belgium
made Apal kit, which | think
makes a very good looking
Spitfire. This car is owned by
lvan Souverain of France. The
second Spitfire is shod with
the British made Ashley
hardtop and
bonnet. |
don't

know
who owns
this car or what engine
is under the front end but |
don't think it is a Mklll 1300
engine judging by the bonnet
bulge and air scoop. The third
hardtop is a direct mould from
a GT6 roof and altered to be a
close as possible copy to the
Works rally cars. As you can
see this is a super copy and
looks even better in the flesh.
This is a rather interesting

fvan

Souverain's

by Brett Dennis —

Spitfire; when purchased by its present owner
for £250 it was little more than scrap. What
made it a worthwhile project was the fact it had
a Works rally chassis but bent at the front. Also
fitted to the car was a Works four headlamp
aluminium bonnet but that too was suffering
from corrosion and
the biggest dent you
have ever seen. The
rest of the car was
bog standard
Spitfire, so how did
these interesting
pieces come to be
fitted to a standard

« _one to improve the
heater performal
and the other 10
improve the “swea

feet syndrome” thal 200 0 =0 ere
pecame apparent in the thﬁg;\??ﬁfm?
first summer’s Use.” (oS resheeen

and fitted during

restora-
tion, along with
- aluminium door skins,
making this a very close copy to a rally Spitfire.
So how many SAH eight-port heads are there

Apal Spitfire, left in the world? Well, my friend Odd and | had
currently a count-up of all the eight-port SAH heads that
residing in we know of and that comes to ten in all. SAH
France. are said to have made a hundred - a survival

rate of ten per cent for a race head seems a bit
on the steep side, so probably SAH made far
more than the stated hundred. .

've had an interesting letter from Nigel Cross
of Hightown near Formby. His letter reads:

14 B

Heads

| was interested to see the piece about
Spitfire heaters in the December Courier, as

by-pass. As installed on a Mkl
and MkIV, there are separate

over 25 years ago, | modified the heater on the Spitfire,  water circuits for each of these
Spitfire | had at the time. Ashley and a by-pass to maintain flow

My present interest in “Club cars” arises hardtop and  through the manifold when
from a Spitfire 1500 | acquired for my daughter Bonnet. the heater water

last year, which has rekindled my
“memories of VWD 541
H, a Spitfire 4 (yes, a
“4", in those days you
got a “new” registra-
tion with an imported
car) that | acquired as
a LHD import from
ltaly in the Autumn of
1969. At the time, |
was working in the
Triumph Engineering
Development
Department in
Coventry on the
prototype build and
testing of the MkIV

valve is turned
off. The effect of this
arrangement is to reduce the
water flow through the heater
matrix when the valve is open
by presenting the water with
an easier path through the by-

Heaters

A standard Pass. As the heated inlet
Spitfire with manifold only plays a part
several unusual  during the warm-up period in
additions, cold weather, when you want
Spitfire and MkIll GT6. This situation made me including the heater valve open anyway,
ideally placed to acquire {legitimately!) various this GT6 the by-pass can be deleted
used and redundant test components including moulded and the heater and manifold
a 1300 engine for my own car. hard top.  piped in series, with hot water

As it was my everyday car,
and lived outside (no such
luxury as a garage back in
those days), | found the heater
performance poor. Discussions
with the department’s heater
expert, Peter Walpole, brought
two suggestions, one to
improve the heater perfor-
mance and the other to
improve the “sweaty feet
syndrome” that became
apparent in the car’s first
summer use.

The first and most important
modification was to re-pipe the
heater circuit and the heated
inlet manifold to eliminate the




going from the take-off on the
thermostat housing (below the
‘stat), then through the heater,
returning through the steel
pipe under the manifold into
the water pump.

This arrangement made an
order of magnitude improve-
ment to the heater perfor-
mance, especially during the
warm-up period, without
noticeably detracting from the
engine driveability during the
warm-up when the heater was
turned off.

after having to
rape in the fool-
{Is for the knobs
the two flaps
the original )
yitfire heater...

cat pitfire’s
install a GT6 Mkll fresh air heater, SAH 8-port
complete with eyeball vents, which head, found
were positioned in the footwells to keep  and fitted
my sweaty feet cool in the summer. A during it's
cable and slider control were fitted restoration.
underneath the parcel shelf to work ;
the air distribution flap (luxury i the
after having to grope in the am o GEARE
foot wells for the knobs on the
two flaps on the original
Spitfire heater, impossible in
the standard static seat belt!).

This mod could neve
suéf:;;:. too was a great my feet ca ‘

Incidentally, while at
Triumph, | did many thousands
of miles in the GT6 Mkll

heater installa

prototype RVC 439H. With the
larger engine and the greater
obstruction it placed on
cooling air in the engine by a
and gearbox tunnel, even the
better ventilation of the GT6 Il
heater installation could never
keep my feet comfortably cool,
particularly as much of the
time | was testing the cooling
system which was marginal in
the USA emission engine tune

and generated even more heat.
| always fancied a GT6 of my own, but
this put me off. Perhaps it isn't such a

spec car running

much cooler.

| had a phone call the other night
from a member wishing to know the

exact position of the
holes in the boot lid for
the overdrive badge |
could not help him as |

the position of these
holes. So can any of you
out there help us with
this little piece of infor-

am also needing to know

mation, it would be much

appreciated.
Lt
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121 ALDERIIAS GREEII ROAD, | youn .
ORI G e, SR

MONDAY: - FRIDAY 9.30 70:5.30
SATURDAY 9.00/T0: 1.00
- O R
HERALD . VITESSE . SPITFIRE . GT6
UNLEADED PUEL - DoON?T RPANIGY
JUST USE IT!?

IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT OF ANY PROBLEMS:

= |[ExXCEIANGE [PRICE

UNLEADED lEADS

SURCHARGE
HeEraAaLD 1200113/60 £160.00 £40.00
SPITFIRE ALL VIODELS £165.00 £40.00

VITESSE 6/MKIl/ GT6 MKkI £247.50 £60.00
VITEsSSE MKII/GT6 MKI/III £247.50 *
*CUSTOMERS’ OWN UNITS ONLY
DY [PARTS

NOTE, INSERTS HAVE TO BE FITTED BY A
MACHINE SHOP
ExHAUST VALVE SEAT INSERT £6.00 EACH
ExHAUsST VALVES £5.50 10 £6.00 EACH

FPULL ENGINES = UNLEADED
4-CyLINDER £590.00 EXCHANGE
6-CYLINDER £875.00 EXCHANGE

=
@

British Motor Heritage
Approved

TEL: 01203 645333 FAX: 01203 645030
e-mainlsjohm ohnkKipping.demon.co.uk
http://wWwww.Kipping.co .k
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by John Themason —

This months photo is sent in by Bernard West of Loughborough and features his 1877 Spitfire 1500 which
I::e purchased in March 1990. When he bought the car it had been brush.painted yellow. and Bernard
intended to restore the car after using it for a short while. However things rarely go to plan and after.8
years use, the car is finally going to be restored, the work being entrusted to Anglian Triumph. Judging

by the photo at least, the car appears a very good basis for restoration and should hopefully be soaking
up the sun again this summer.

or all its virtues

the Spitfire, does

have a number of
Achilles heels, number
one of which has to he
the exhaust down pipe
gasket on the 1500.

However equally

was inherited from the Herald, requires the half shafts to operate
through large angles and also in compression. Unfortunately these
are two conditions that UJ’s are not usually expected to operate
under and so it is hardly surprising that the UJ on the end of the
half shaft is prone to failure. The problems are greatest on the
Herald where the camber changes and loadings are larger, but the
problem, as | am sure we have all experienced at some time, also
exists on the Spitfire.

el

troublesome is the Fig.1
wear out rate of the Coupling
rear half shaft UJds: This details.

really is a design fault
brought about by the
requirement (quite
admirably) to keep the
cost of the rear suspen-
sion and hence the
vehicle to a minimum.
Without going into the theory
here, the design of the rear sus-
pension, which as we all know

1 ~
1 Circlip 4 Washer
2 Cup 5 Seal

3 Needle Rollers 6 Spider

The tell tale sign of a failing
UJ is a clonk, ctonk, clonk
coming from the rear, usually
whilst cornering. To diagnose
which one is at fault; a clonking
whiist cornering to the left will
indicate wear in the RH UJ { ie
the one under load) and vice
versa. Alternatively, having
jacked up the rear of the car
inspect the UJs. A typical sign of
a problem UJ is a scuff mark on
the end of the UJ cup where it
has been turning against the
retaining circlip. Trying to prise
the UJ apart with a large screw
driver will also indicate wear in
the joint.

The replacement of UJs has
been covered before in the

Fig.2

Three replacement
UJs bare their
differences.

Courier and | don't intend to
repeat it here. However | do
receive a number of letters from
members complaining about a
persistent clonking UJ, despite
having changed the UJ. I've
recently | had cause to change a
number of UJs and thought it
may be useful to pass on some
considerations and pitfalls that
can be encountered.

Fig.2 shows 3 replacement
UJs that | have recently encoun-
tered. The centre one is the
typical Quinton Hazel replace-
ment, to the left a cheaper
replacement of indeterminate
source being supplied in an
unmarked box, and on the right
a 'Heavy Duty’ UJ supplied by

GKN - original suppliers.
Judging by first impressions the
LH one does not inspire confi-
dence, not appearing to have a
very substantial construction,
although is probably okay. (I
wouldn’t put it on a GT6

revealed a §!

fit, leavin,
alternative |
put it in the




e seen on
car and grind
oke away 10
access!”

though!). However digging
deeper; with all the needle
rollers pushed up together, left a
large clearance gap, almost big
enough to fit another roller,
allowing unwanted movement.
The final nail in the coffin of this

Fig.4
Heavy duty UJs.

-

UJ came when | looked at the
circlips supplied with it, which
were burred and blue where
they had been crudely ground
down. A trial fit in a spare yoke

revealed a sloppy fit, leaving no

alternative but to bin in!

That leaves the QH and the
Heavy Duty UJs. What makes it
heavy duty | am not sure,
possibly a superior material
specification. Examination
reveals that the needle rollers
are larger although this would

normally be associated with a
higher speed rating.

Another aspect to consider in
the choice of UJ is the inclusion
of a grease nipple or not.
Undoubtedly the option of being
able to re-grease the UJ in
service is advantageous, as UJs
do dry out (lack of grease)
leading to wear in the needle
rollers and failure. However ask
yourself, in reality are you ever
going to re-grease them?! If you
go the grease nipple route,
Fig.5 shows the 3 options that
could be supplied. The correct
installation is the small grub
screw. If you don’t have one, it
can easily be made from a short
/4" UNF bolt, with the head cut
off and the shank slotted. The
long grease nipple is only used

for greasing the UJ once the -

WE ARE EAST
ANGLIA’S LARGEST
STOCKISTS OF NEW
AND SECOND HAND
TRIUMPH SPARES
(WE DON'T JUST
CLAIM TO BE)

BELOW IS A SAMPLE
SELECTION OF OUR STOCK

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Steering Column Bushes all cars except late 1500/GT6 £5.91

Front Wheel Bearing set (state model)............... £12.99
Track Rod end £6.99
Solid Rack Mount Kit... .. £22.26

STANPART Trunnion . .. £14.04
Front Spring (standard OR uprated) .. £14.68
Top ball joint (all models)..... « £11:69

£4.64
.. £52.81

Front Trunnion kit (all models)
Front vertical link (state model

Anti Roll Bar LinkS..........cco........ .. £11.69
Front Shock Absorbers (state model) ... .. £21.09
Steering Rack (exchange) .. £41.06
Front Wishbone Bush/Rear Tie Rod Bush .......... £1.12

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)

Rear Leaf Spring (Spit Mkl, II, [II/GT6 MK) ...... £76.31
Rear Leaf Spring (Spit MkIV/GT6 Mkll)

(High spec won't sag) .
Rear Leaf Spring Spit 15 igh spec won't sag)..£87.24
Rear Shock Absorber (state model) .. £16.39
Rear Trunnion Bush Kit (per side) .
Rear bearing kit

(bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket)
Universal Joint (new,

Rear driveshaft Her/ p

Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (Long)OE Spec .. £57 57
ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION

214623 Inner Driveshaft ...........ccooerveveemnssesiennns £88.12

152273 Rotoflex Coupling with Bolts Orignal Genuine £42.24
149051 Rear Hub 58.69
212867 Inner Flange..
214514 Outer Flange
Rear Bearing Kit ................

149769 or 149770 Wishbone
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Link ..
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket ...
Complete Roto TrunnionBush Kit .

MECHANICAL
Engine Mountings (4 cylinder) ..
Engine Mountings (6 cylinder) ..
il Filter Spit/Herald High spec Wipac ...
Oil Filter 6 Cyl (Except GT6) High spec Champi
Oil filter (GT6)
Fully reconditioned Engine
High spec any Herald or Spitfire
Gearbox (fully reconditioned, exchange)
Differential (full recon, exchange) ..
Decoke Sets from .....
Bottom End Sets (all) at
Fuel Pumps from

BRAKES

New Cross Drilled Discs for better heat and water

displacement. Special offer to TSSC Members only
Herald and Spitfire
Vitesse and GT6....
Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Her/Spit ..£53.95
Fully Restored Calipers as new (exchange) Vit/GT6£64. 56
Caliper Seal Kit Type 12 (early Spit/Her) .......... £11.74
Caliper Seal Kit Type 14 (late Spit/Her) .. g
Caliper Seal Kit Type 16 P/PB ﬁanGTG state chassns no) £1 0.51

Fu

Caliper Pistons from
Front Brake Pads (type 12 caliper,
Brake Hoses (state model and position;
Front Brake Pads (other models) from .
Brake Discs Herald/Spit ..
Brake Discs Vitesse/GT6
Brake Shoes Spit/Herald..
Brake Shoes Vit/GT6 ..
Brake Drums (all models) from
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from ..
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Herald/Spit) ..
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GT6)
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)
, BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best bady panels currently available.
Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us
for an honest opinion of what does and does nat fit!
Remember we fit our own panels in our workshop!

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear wing excellent quality Still £82.19
Spit/GT6 Outer Sill (excellent fit). 21.09

Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance (fibreglass) o 223.44
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance Teel......... .. £46.94
Spit/GT6 Floor Pan ..........c..... .. £650.46
Spit/GT6 Door Skin (high quality) .. £25.79
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (high quality) .. £28.14
Spit/GT6 Boot Floor steel . .. £58.69
Spit/1/2/3 Bootlid steel ... £135.12
Spit Mk 1V/1500 Bootlid steel . £152.69

.. £35.19
£43.41

Rear Valance (MkIV / 1500)
Rear Valance (Spit I, II, ) .
Front Outrigger (Spit/GT6) .. £18.74
Front Chassis Crossmember (Spit/GT6). £25.79
Chassis Outriggers (Her/Vit) (Heavy Duty) all .. £16.39
Front Chassis Cross Tube

with overrider brackets (heavy duty Her/Vit)
Front Cross Tube Repair ends (Her/Vit) .
Her/Vit Front Valence (F/Glass high quality)
Her 13/60 LH Front Wing ...
Herald 13/60 RH Front Win
Herald/Vitesse Sills ....
Herald/Vitesse Front Wheelarch Lip
Herald/Vitesse Doorskins (original pressing) ....
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (f/glass).. £15.22
Herald/Vitesse Rear Centre Valance (f/glass) .. £25.79
Herald/Vitesse Centre Valance Original Pressing £46.94
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (steel) .... £21.09
Herald/Vitesse Rear Arch Lip Repair................ £15.21

RADIATORS AND COOLING

Full Width High Cooling Spec (Spit) ..... o
Standard Herald and Spitfire exchange .
4 row, High Spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
(no Kenlowe required) exchange
Kenlowe Fan Kit (for the power hungry) .

£53.99

RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS
Windscreen Seal (Spit 1/2/3 GT6 1/2) .............. £15.21
Bright Trim Finisher (for Spit I/Il/IlI/GT6 I/l Heert) £5.95
Windscreen Seal (Spit 1V/1500)
Pair of Bright Trims for (Spit IV/1500 seal) .
Windscreen Seal (Herald/Vitesse) ...

Rear Screen Seal (Herald/Vitesse]
Door Seal Furflex (per side) from.
Outer Door Glass Seal (all cars|
Inner Door Glass Strip
Boot Seals from only
‘T' Pedal Rubbers
Herald Rubber Bumper Set (6 p:

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)

)

Herald all types (state year and engine size) ... £93.94
Vitesse all types (state year and model £140.95
Spitfire MK, 11 (without front pipe) . £99.87
Spitfire MKl (full system) ........ £105.69
Spitfire MkIV (complete system) .. £111.56
Spitfire 1500 (complete system) .. £117.44
Extractor Manifold (1500) ........ £124.95
Twin Pipe System (for above manifold) £124.95

Twin Pipe System (inc adptr for std manifold) £135.00
GT6 Mk3 (complete stainless system) ............ £136.24

HOODS AND TONNEAUS
Standard PVC Hoods, all at
Vynide Hoods, all at
Tonneau Covers ..
Double Duck Hoods. ... £140.94
Mohair Hoods ... £223.19

LIGHTS,FITTINGS, INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS
Halogen conversion kit with bulbs
(2 lights not Vitesse)
Spitfire Mkl Grilles, Original, New!
Wool mix Carpet Sets beautifull quaﬁty with
fuilly bound edges. Choice of colours
Spitfire MkI - IV
Spitfire 1500 ..
Herald / Vitesse
GT6 (state model)
Spitfire Door Panels (pairs only). U
Boot Mat Spitfire full size Hardura to OE Spec £23.44
Boot Mat Herald / Vitesse full size Hardura ...... £23.44
Spitfire Spare Wheel Cover £18.74
Pre Cut Underfelt Kit....... £23.44
Gearbox Tunnels Fibreglass all at . .. £22.91
Pair Sunvisors (passenger with Mmor)Spn/GTe £2573

JUST ARRIVED
SPITFIRE BODYTUBS
* FROM USA *

.. £88.06
.. £99.81
.. £57.51

FROM ONLY £650 + VAT
BONNETS FROM £250 +VAT
DOORS FROM £50

DO YOU HAVE OUR LATEST
CATALOGUE? LISTING OVER 1500
PARTS!! - SENT ANYWHERE IN THE

WORLD FREE OF CHARGE!!

workshop facilities at only £20.00 an hour PLUS VAT

ALL PRICES_INCLUDE VAT

Prices subject to change without notice.

You must mention this advert to obtain these prices.

CARRIAGEFROM ONLY£6.99
FOR A 30KG PARCEL

TRGB LTD Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.
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Fig.5
2 options of grease nipple screw,

grub screw is removed. The long
nipple can not be left in place
because it fouls or comes
extremely close to the yokes
with full suspension movement.
{ am not sure what it would do
to the balance of the shaft if it
could be left in place either -
probably okay. Now the short
grease nipple could be left in
place and clear the yokes; the
only problem being that the
majority of grease guns can’t
reach in to get to it between the
yokes when it's on the car!
Don't do what | have seen on
one car and grind the yoke away
to give access!

When replacing the UJ, the
UJ cups should be a good tight
press fit in the yoke. If you can

easily push them then

suspect a poor qguality UJ cup
tolerance or a worn yoke. After
years of service, wear in the
yoke is most likely, and
refitting will allow the UJ cup
to rotate after a while and the
clonking will resume despite

. the new UJ.

Another consideration is the
fit of the circlips. If you look at
a circlip end on, the majority
will have a sharp edge and a
radiused edge. The circlip
should be fitted with the sharp
edge outer most, to minimise
the lateral movement of the UJ
and another source of clonking.
Tolerancing and the
pressing out of one too many
tight UJs causing the yoke to
spread, can also cause slight
movement of the cups
between the circlips. Originally
oversize circlips were listed to
overcome this problem. | know

“Finally b

fitting back to

| always pa

yoke and UJ 1
thick paint s

smooth Hammer

that J.Kipping supplies oversize
circlips that are approx 0.004"
thicker than those supplied with
the UJ, and can successfully
overcome this problem. Oversize
circlips can also overcome for a
short period of time the problem
of a worn yoke by pinching tight
the cups in the yoke - although
the noise will ultimately return.

Finally before fitting back to
the car | always paint the yoke
and UJ with a thick paint such
as smooth Hammerite. This has
2 functions, firstly keeping water
out of the UJ and secondly
leaves an easy tell tale of
cracked paint if the UJ cup is
turning in the yoke.

Fig.6
Assembled with

the small grub
screw installed.

— by Simon Adamson

ollowing on from

my report in the

December ‘97
Courier, our Infernational
Secretary, Leon Guyol,
has amassed over sixty
pages of responses from
around the world (via the
internet) on the subject
of running Triumphs on
unleaded peirol. | have
had the dubious honour
of sifting through this lot
since Christmas!

Us residents of the UK. are
well behind many other
countries in the phasing out of
lead, so this feedback provides a
good indication of what we can
expect at the turn of the century.
The responses from the U.S.A,
(and there were many) provide a
particularly good reference,
owing to the early introduction
of unieaded petrol and the large
quantity of Triumphs exported to
this market.

In this article, | will
summarise the information Léon
kindly made available to me and
attempt to draw some conclu-
sions. Since the use of unleaded
petrol in oider cars raises two
key technical issues, | will deal
with each one separately.

Valve Recession

If we are to consider an
engine with a cast iron cylinder
head, into which the valve seats

are machined directly; it has
been proven that in the absence
of the kind of protection
afforded by the lead compound
used in leaded fuel, valve seat
recession can be abnormally
prevalent. The engine’s
operating conditions are critical
to the severity of the problem,
and it is generally accepted that
under light duty service,
recession is virtually non
existent. However, higher
than normal engine temper-
atures generated by
operation at sustained high
speeds (generally defined as
in excess of 556 mph) and / or
joads, present a potential risk of
serious damage; typically within
3,000 to 5,000 miles. Fuel
companies such as Chevron in
the U.S. back up this view. The
difficulty comes in trying to
define where the margin of
safety lies for a particular
engine. If you use your Triumph

Sans pjomh

American produced engines
were. However, this has neither
been proved nor disproved by
the reports | have received. This
isn't necessarily important,
because the almost unanimous
response from America and
Canada is that there are no

The Intern ational View

for towing, or regular motorway
travelling, then theoretically the
risk is greater.

It would appear that California
was the first place to phase out
leaded fuel, since cars sold there
were required to have an
exhaust catalyst from 1975. This
of course included the Triumph
Spitfire. By 1977, the other
American states were following
suit and all U.S. export Spitfires
were fitted with catalysts. Ever
tightening legislation effectively
precluded Spitfire sales in
America by 1979.

| was always under the
impression that from 1975
onwards, U.S. specification
Triumphs were fitted with hard
exhaust valves and seats; as

problems running Standard
Triumphs of all ages on
unleaded, as far as valve
recession is concerned; even
with those that are raced. This
matches the result of a Vintage
Triumph Register {U.S. club)
poll, which was carried out over
a decade ago on the subject.
Léon's recent investigation did
reveal one exception to this
general consensus, which
concerned a GT6+ suffering
from serious valve recession
5,000 miles after a rebuild.
Perhaps this could be attributed
to the inevitable variation in
hardness between different
batches of cast iron cylinder heads?
Reports suggest that few
petrol companies around the




world are adding any alternative
valve protecting substance to
unleaded petrol. An ESSO
chemist has allegedly stated that
fuel with such additives is inef-
fective in preventing valve
recession, and is more harmful
to the environment than the
leaded variety. However, in
Sweden, where there has been
no leaded fuel for 10 to 15 years,
they do have two (more
expensive) grades of petrol
available as alternatives to
“straight” unleaded fuel. They
are rated at 96 and 98 RON
respectively, and are intended
for use with engines without
catalysts, or hardened valves
and seats. Depending on the
supplier, these fuels have an
additive based on either
potassium or sodium, which is
said to offer the same protection
as lead, but without the environ-

damaged by unleaded petroi,
you may wish to consider
adding a shot of a lead sub-
stitute every time you fill up,
or fitting an in-tank / in-line
device (such as ‘Broquet’ or
‘Fuelstar’), or fitting hardened
valves and seats.

Lead substitutes sold for
the purpose of combating
valve recession can be tricky
to find in some parts and are
always expensive. They have
been reported to cause plug
fouling and excessive sooting
of the combustion chamber.
Their effectiveness is hard to
determine, rather like the ‘fit
and forget’ devices intended to
be either suspended in the fuel
tank, or fitted in the fuel line.

Hardened exhaust valves and
seat inserts get to the very root
of the problem and should be a
permanent ‘hassle free’ solution.

The International View

mental implications. Apparently,
this is the fuel Triumph owners
are using, although presumably
its continued supply must be
guestionable owing to the
dwindling demand.

Some Triumph owners in
parts of the world where leaded
fuel is but a distant memory are
both amazed and amused by the
fuss being made here in Britain
about the impending loss of our
lead; “Hey, the folks over in the
U.K. think their cars are set to
explode at the turn of the
century!” Perhaps it's because,
rather like the recent scares con-
cerning our food industry, there
is very rarely any reliable and
conclusive evidence on which to
base a reasonable judgement.

If you remain unconvinced
that your engine won't be

24 B

Having them fitted to a six
cylinder Triumph engine adds
about £100 to the cost of a
standard cylinder head rebuild.
Fitted correctly, the seat inserts
shouldn't raise any reliability
issues, although many engineers
remain divided over this. | think
it's true to say that they provide
the potential for an additional
source of mechanical failure and
this risk needs to be weighed up.
A particularly interesting con-
tribution to the unleaded debate
on the Internet came from B.
John Mitchell, who worked on
engine development at G.M. for
37 years, including the design of
the Buick V8 adopted by Rover
in the ‘60s. He described durabil-
ity tests carried out on produc-
tion engines during the early
‘70s. They were run on unleaded

problems Wé
have in the U
seams unlikel

fuel at 4000 rpm, with the
throttle wide open. Valve failure
was encountered within 10 to 20
hours. However, if the same test
was carried out on an engine
that had previously been run for
some time on leaded fuel, the
valve seats didn't fail. This was
because a sufficient quantity of
residual lead remained
deposited on them. Therefore,
high mileage engines are
unlikely so suffer immediate
valve damage after a switch to
unleaded. Mr. Mitchell suggests
that there should be no problem
running Triumphs on unleaded
and doesn’t recommend
hardened valve seats, which he
says are prone to loosen owing
to differing rates of expansion.
A possible alternative to
fitting hardened valve inserts .
might be to surface harden the
existing seats by an induction
process; does anyone know
about this? (I've a feeling that
it is only possible on
aluminium heads).

Octane Requirement

It's generally the case around
the world that ‘Regular’ or
‘Premium’ unleaded petrol tends
to have a lower octane rating
than the remaining supplies of
the leaded variety. There are
however special formulations of
unleaded, such as ‘Super’ in the
U.K., which possess similar or
slightly higher ratings.

In countries where the supply
of leaded fuel has already been
discontinued, historic vehicle
enthusiasts consider petrol
octane to be more of an issue
than valve recession. The
improved design of modern
vehicle petrol engines has

N\
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Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0181 - 994 - 3395

FAX: 0181 - 995 - 7599

We are an established company with many years experience on all

Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation

whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate to
call us for a quote or just advice on a problem of car servicing.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER
FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL WORK

CARS WANTIEID

A Selection of Cars
for Sale.
WVitesse Convertible
™Mk 2 TLiitre.
BPBond FEguipe
T . ovw Milleagse
Overdrive.

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR
MODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.
HOODS SUPPLIED AND
FITTED. IN FACT ANY
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUMPH. RING US NOW
FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTOMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS
MOUNTED.

Please Rimng for
details omn
Changing Stock.

Part Exchangse
Welcome

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS

CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

\l()f/} discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4/
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resulted in a lower average
octane requirement. Demand for
high octane unleaded is
therefore comparatively low and
likely to drop further as older
vehicles are scrapped. It's so
much more expensive than
regular grades that it’s unlikely
to be used in vehicles that don’t
have a definite requirement for it.

In the U.S., there was a transi-
tion period in the early 70’s
when Triumphs began to be
supplied with low compression
cylinder heads. This was
brought about by the
introduction of the
Federal ‘Clean Air’
laws, which came into
effect from 1968.
Consequently, reports
suggest that whereas
most of the cars
produced through the
70s can be run satisfac-
torily on regular
unleaded (approxi-
mately 95 RON), some
with earlier high com-
pression engines will
suffer from serious
pinking or knocking, unless run
on high octane unleaded
(approximately 98 RON). This is
particularly true of the six
cylinder engines, which have the
highest compression ratios.

Here in the U.K. and in many
of the countries to which
Triumphs were exported, we
generally have only the high
compression engines. We might
therefore expect to have to run
most of our cars on the
expensive high-octane (Super)
unleaded petrol. Use of separate
octane additives might be
required in parts of the world
where this fuel is unavailable,
but could add around 30% to the
cost of a tank-full. Other alterna-
tives are allegedly provided by
the somewhat curious ‘bolt on’
devices mentioned in the section
on valve recession (more of
which later). Whilst mild pinking
might be cured by a good
decoke, or adjusting the ignition
timing, a definite solution to the
problem of high-octane require-
ment is, of course, to reduce the
compression ratio.

Whatever problems we might
have in the U.K., it seems
unlikely that we’ll get a worse
deal than the folks in New
Zealand. Their unleaded petrol

initially included alternative
octane boosting additives that
tended to perish rubber compo-
nents in the fuel line. Petrol
leaks and fires have been
reported as a consequence. The
octane additives have been
found to damage paint, and are
allegedly carcinogenic without
the use of an exhaust catalyst.
Additionally, the fuel is said to
cause poor starting, idling and
also acceleration. Pinking is also
a problem...

Conclusions

Based on responses from the
U.S.A. and Canada, there should
generally be no valve seat
recession problems when
running our Club cars on
unleaded petrol. However, any
possible risk can be minimised
by the avoidance of excessive
sustained engine loads ’
and temperatures.

Engines that have already
covered high mileages on
leaded petrol are particularly
unlikely to suffer from valve
recession when run on
unleaded, owing to the build up
of tough lead compounds on the
valve seats.

Only fit hardened valve seats if:
a) your engine suffers froia
serious valve recession,
or b) the cylinder head needs a
rebuild anyway and you want
the ex@ira peace of mind
(taking into account the risk of
serious engine damage should
they be poorly fitted).

Be very wary of the possibility
that your engine may pink or
knock if run on Premium
unleaded, particularly if it's of
the six-cylinder variety, and / or
it's modified. This can be
severely damaging and may be

cured by one or more of the
following: retarding the ignition
timing, using Super Unleaded,
ensuring the efficiency of the
cooling system, removing
excessive carbon deposits from
the combustion chambers, or
reducing the compression ratio.
Tipping various bottles of lead
substitute additives in the petrol
tank isn't recommended because
they are quite expensive, their
effectiveness is questionable
and it's possible that they will
have undesirable
side effects.
Mention has
already been made

of the products
which consist of
canisters fitted in
] . . . the fuel line, or
v ! sacks of pellets
: ' immersed in the fuel

tank. They are
sometimes referred

with exhaust
catalytic converters)

and have been around in one
form or another for many years.
The product marketed under the
name ‘Broquet’, which \vas
mentioned recently in The
Courier, is one of the better
known examples in the U.K. It is
variously claimed (depending on
the specific product) that the
fitting of such devices not only
solves all the potential problems
associated with running old cars
on unleaded petrol, but also
improves performance and
reduces fuel consumption and
exhaust emissions. All this, you
would imagine, would be backed
up by a fairly convincing scien-
tific explanation, or at least
some independent tests; which
wouldn’t be hard to conduct. |
have yet to come across either,
although many people have
reported fitting fuel catalysts to
old vehicles and having no
trouble running them on
unleaded; but then again, would
they necessarily have experi-
enced problems anyway?

Finally, I’d like to thank all the
overseas Triumph enthusiasts
who provided the background
information for this article and
Léon for patiently printing it all
off the ‘net for me.

(no more, please!). @w
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Win a pair of
tickets to the
International
Classic Motor
Show at the
MNE.G:
May 2nd-4th

We have got 5 pairs of
tickets up for grabs
Entries must be received by 24th April
Question: |
In the new 1998 Offers Catalogue,
which product has the order code CVC1007?
N.E.C. Tické®s Competition

TSSC Ltd.
Main St. Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF

i ibiti Centre
National Exhibition
Birmingharm England ;

siast’s Insurance Broker gL El
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Answer on a
postcard to:

Please include mem no.
& daytime telephone no.

- 26 B>




«“Team TSSC spirit
in action. Five
Jabour over Dave
Beardsley’s broken
down Spitfire.”

“Russell Munn
takes Quasi through

Russell’s Bend at
Snetterton.”
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y Martin Pope. Tel/Fax: 01945 860244 Mobile: 0850 656962




he great kit car

registration saga

goes on. As I've
told you, DVLA wanted to
inspect my Moss to check
its identification numbers.
To fill in new readers, my
Maoss, which I built in
83/84, is still registered
as a Triumph Herald.
Swansea have now
decreed that all such cars
should have their current
body shape reflected on
the registration document.

| received a letter asking
me to bring the car to the
vehicle licensing office in
Wimbledon. Problem! You
will remember that the
gearbox in the Moss

shattered a bearing last

summer - it is still not

mended. | phoned the
office to put back the

appointment to give

me more time to

replace the box and do

one or two other jobs
that would be needed
to get a new MoT. The
officer assigned to my
case said, “Would it be
easier if | came to you?” A
mutually convenient time was
set.

The chap who came out to
see my car and me told us
his real job was tracking
down car tax evaders. |
think Swansea have a bit
of a rush of people like me
with ‘incorrectly’ regis-
tered cars - they started it!
My man freely admitted
that he wasn't sure exactly
how the current rules for
registering modified cars
should be applied - this
confirms my own feeling

that Swansea have not yet g

come up with a set of Glorious
rules that can be objective- dashboard
ly interpreted. In my case detail

~ «__what | have

ble accepting Is
vhy the rules can’t
 pe written clearly

~ enough for the
| DVLA appointed
~ inspectors...

the inspector thought that |
would be able to keep my reg-
istration number and the 25
year exemption. However he
did come up with something

—

: Roger, holding
unfinished rear wing.

New .. .
for

that surprised me. | have
riveted the commission plate
from the donor Herald onto the
bulkhead of the Moss - the
inspector was not happy,
saying that the vehicle identifi-
cation number should be on
the chassis. Having two
original Heralds on hand | was
able to show him that the com-
mission plate never was on the
actual chassis. This didn't seem
to make any difference. Worse
was to come - | would be
issued with a new chassis
number.

A few days later the new
number duly arrived; a truly
splendid number with 17 char-
acters - SABTVR03538061474. |

don’t understand, why has the
number issued by Standard
Triumph in 1968, a petite
GE31138DL, suddenly become
unacceptable? Surely the
whole point of modified cars
like the Moss being allowed to
keep their donor car’s registra-
tion number is that they are
still, in essence, the same car?
The original commission
number confirms this pedigree.
I'm not sure what to do at the
moment. Swansea are in
charge and if they decide
theyire not going to register
my car at all I'm really stuffed.
On the other hand, if | have to
punch 17 characters onto the
chassis won't it weaken it?!

| donit mind the DVLA hav-
ing a set of rules to cover mod-
ified cars, | appreciate that the
fraudulent transfer of
vehicle identities must be con-
trolled. | can see that the rules
might need to be complicated
to cover many different circum-
stances but what | have trouble
accepting is why the rules can't
be written clearly enough for
the DVLA appointed inspectors
to apply them with some con-
sistency. | am hearing cases
where cars with Ford engines

and aftermarket chassis being
are happily being classed as
rebodied Triumph Heralds and
cars with chassis, running gear
and engine from one donor
Herald having to be registered
as ‘'new’. Member Martyn
Moore owns a Marlin and has
gone through the ‘registration’
process; he has fared well,
ending up retaining his regis-
tration number and his 25 year
exemption.

Look out for the next install-
ment and please continue to let
me know your experiences in
this area, by phone or letter.

~«syrely the whole
 point of modified

~ cars like the Moss
"~ peing allowed o
keep their donor
car’s registration
number is that they
re still, in essence,

" the same car?”




« from the

photos my €yé

tells me the
wheelbase is too
long for a GT6
chassis.”

If you write to me please
include a picture of your car -
I will return any photos if you
ask me to.

wheelbase is too long for a
GT6 chassis. Never mind, it
definitely uses one of our
chassis with our mechani-
cals. As you can see the car
is in the construction stage
(these photos were taken in
1997 so things may of pro-
gressed by now) but is far
enough advanced to say
what an impressive looking
beast it is going to be.
Michael tells us that the
car is being built, in Fort
Lauderdale, by one Roger
Cawthorne - the same Roger
Cawthorne who built the
Cawthorne Special that
appeared in my column in

NOT ALISTAIR COOKE

| have received a letter
from America. To be more
precise, from Michael Perry of
Boynton Beach, Fort
Lauderdale who apparently
races a GT6. With the letter
were these photos of a
special being built on,
allegedly, a GT6 chassis. | say
‘allegedly’ because from the
photos my eye tells me the

October 1995. | have seen
that car in the flesh and was
impressed at the quality of
woodworking - Michael is
equally impressed with
Rogeris latest creation. Some
quotes from his letter; ‘Wow,
talk about craftsmanship!”
and, ‘some kind of wizard
with woodworking’. The
main body has been shaped
from strips of 1/4 inch thick
solid Brazilian mahogany

(from a sustainable source no
doubt!), glued and held
together with screws; once
the glue dried the screws
were removed, the holes
filled with copper boat nails
and about eight layers of
clear coating applied.

Look at that dash. The
finished car will be a work of
art, Michael has promised to
send more photos and
updates as the project
advances.

Thanks Michael, we look
forward to your next
communique.

“Wow, talk about
craftsmanship!

«“some kind
of wizard with
woodworking”
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FULS

CF100
CLASSIC FOLIO

£55.00
+£2.95 pé&p 1

Every classic car owner knows that a well documented history
will enhance both the enjoyment of ownership and the value of
the car. Each classic folio is uniquely personalised by an
engraved plate and title page, that identify your vehicle by
marque, model and registration or chassis number, The finely
detailed chrome brass plate is mounted on the quality padded
cover of bonded leather. Available in four traditional colours with

matching suede effect linings, the hand finished folio contains eleven PVC-sleeved record sheet_s
covering all aspects of classic car ownership. Also included are three self-adhesive photograph pages and a pair
of heavy duty transparent wallets to house and protect your loose documents. Classic Folios provide the enthusiast
with a quality of presentation to match that of the cars they compliment. Recording the vehicles history becomes part
of the whole ownership experience - a source of pride and pleasure for years to come.

To order: Please complete the details below in block capitals, taking care to ensure the correct details are provided.
A separate form should be used to each Classic Folio required. Photocopies or hand-written applications on blank paper are acceptable.
Post to: TSSC Offers, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.

" : Delivery address
5 i CUENBO — CEERO) - iiss) INFIALS: SUR-

EEENEDO NAME:
MAKE: ADDRESS:
MODEL:
REG or CHASSIS No:
YEAR: )

— POST CODE:
9 [ [HOME TELEPHONE:

CARD NO. HERRRE mEE | | [sienature
EXPIRES ISSUE No. (SWITCH/VISA DELTA ONLY)

\ORDERS HOTLINE: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

\e.mail: Cluboffers@aol.com www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/offers.html




MODERN CAR
INSURANCE

An exclusive scheme for Triumph Sports Six Club Members already
insured under the present TSSC Insurance Scheme in association
with QLC Ltd. Competitive Premiums available for all drivers aged
17 and over with European Breakdown Recovery plus Road Rage
Personal Accident Cover and Motor Legal Expenses included.
FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND
CALL US TODAY

The Enthusiast’s Insurance Broker

FOOTMAN JAMES
Telephone
0121 561 6262

THE MARKET LEADER

elcome race fans
to the start of the
1998 season of
racing. Unfortunately |
missed last month’s
deadline and thus, by the
time this is published, we
will have competed in our
first race of the season at
Silverstone, March 21st ,
with the TR Register.
For the 1998 season the race
section has again been fortunate
to secure sponsorship from

Sports Car Supplies (Trlumph &
MG Spares) and also from

ampionship

="'

Standard. The Modified Class is
scheduled to be contested over
nine rounds, with best seven for
Championship placings and the
Standard Class is to be
contested over seven rounds,
with the best five for
Championship placings.

Dates as detailed below:-

Should anyone wish to join us
at any of the meetings, please
feel free to come along and
watch the fun, or if you would
like more information on the
sections activities, or just fancy
joining yourselves, please do not
hesitate to contact me, Jo Field,
telephone 01536 763799.

by Jo Field —

An invitation has been
received from Berwick & District
Motor Club to enter their Classic
Rally on Sunday 3rd May. A one
hundred mile event for vintage
and classic cars, incorporating
autotests, and production car
trials.

Entries are open to all cars of
a type manufactured up to 1975,
with six classes catering for
Saloon, Sports and Kit-cars. The
entry fee is £40 per car. For more
information please contact
Stuart Bankier, of Berwick &
District Motor Club, telephone
01289 382025 evenings. ﬂ

Wolfitt Ltd. (new and used
personal computers), for
which we are most
grateful.

1998 has seen some
changes within the 750MC
Roadsports series, with
whom we have raced over
the last few years, such
that we approached the TR
Register with regards to a
possible combined
Championship and thus, for
1998 we will be splitting
our Championship between
the 7560MC and the TR
Register. Although there
has been an alteration to
the Championship format,
we have still managed to
secure a good selection of
circuits, including Croft,
Mallory, Cadwell, Oulton
and Thruxton.

We will again be running
two classes, Modified and

1998 Championship Race Dates

Racing with 750MC Roadsports Championship and TR Register
Supported by Co-Sponsors
Wolfitt Ltd. & Sports Car Supplies

Date Circuit TSSC

Championship

March 21st Saturday Silverstone ¥

April 18/19th Silverstone *

Saturday/Sunday Croft, nr. Darlington *and **
May 31st Sunday Mallory Park * and **
June 28th Sunday Cadwell Park (full) * and **
July 5th Sunday Mallory Park *and/**
August 29th Saturday Oulton (Fosters) * andr**
September 6th Sunday Thruxton * and **
September 27th Sunday Snetterton *and **
October 11th Sunday Donington Park *

*NOTE: *rounds for the ‘Modified’ Class, 7 from 9 for results
** rounds for “‘Standard’ Class, 5 from 7 for results

Key Bold = 750 Motor Club rounds

Italics - TR Register rounds
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Kenlowe Electric Cooling Fans

Essential equipment for today's heavy traffic
flow, even if you're running an un-modified
engine. Also available is the manual override
switch allowing you to switch the fan on
before you hit the traffic.

W TT29421 £99.88
U GTenitesse/TR & 2000/2.5i
1729441 £99.88
All Spitfire Models

2948 £6.93
Manual Override Switch Kit

Lowered Springs

Our lowered springs are available with varying degrees of
height reduction for road or race applications.

Springs available for all Models.

 Front Spax Unit TT3301
Rear Spax Unit  TT3311

Rotoflex Models Rear Conversion Kit
Bracket Kit
Shock Absorbers (SPAX) TT3611

Adjustable Damper s & Conversion Bracket Kits
Spax shock absorbers your cars suspension can be set to
you exacting requirements, and when combined with our
rear conversion brackets, you can imporve the ride vastly.
Spax Units Spitfire / GT6 / Herald / Vitesse

£54.64
£49.94

TT3618 £40.54
£62.29

The oil cooler is essential to retain the oil temperature within
the safety limits for modern traffic conditions. Supplied as an
installation kit, containing adaptor, extension bolt, two
radiator hoses. The 6 cylinder kit includes an spin adaptor
which enables the fitment of a replacement filter rather than
the element type. This is also available separately.
Rubber Stainless Steel
TT1365 £46.41 TT1367 £57.57
171768 £59.63 TT1768S £72.85

13 Row Oil Radiator ~ ARA221 £37.69
Spin on adaptor TT1286 £23.44

1300/1500

GT6 & Vitesse g

All Models
6 Cylinder

on Kits

onic lg|

This system which sits inside your
& distributor unit provides more
From £19.98 each. \a,/‘?‘gg’— g imi
‘\ - )5 optical trigger pick up which is driven

by the distributor shaft. The kit contains
all fittings and a standard switch unit for
use with a 12V coil.
GT6, Spitfire Mki-IV & 1500cc, and Vitesse

All Kits £60.40

Performance Camshafts

We also have a full range of reground and brand new
profiled camshafts ground by Kent Cams to our own
profiles, for 4 and 6 cylinder requirements.

For details contact the Richmond branch.

. GT6/Vitesse
Spitfire Mkl11/1500 SPB3452

Weber Inlet Manifolds Rocker Oil Feed Kit

Modified Cylinder Heads
All TRIUMPHTUNE cylinder heads are supplied ready
assembled with valves, springs, and are designed for
road/sprint applications. If you require further details or a
special order full competition cylinder head, please contact our

Richmond branch.

GT6 & Vitesse

Stage 2
MKkl £411.30
Mkl £411.30
Spitfire
1147cc £293.80
1300/1500cc £287.88

4 Pot Vented Brake Kits

Our 4 pot vented brake kit
is supplied with alloy
calipers, adaptor plates,
vented discs, and fast
road brake pads, giving
improved braking and
reduced unsprung weight.

SPB3752 £593.38
£619.23

Stage II: has reshaped standard valves and gas flowed.
Stage Ill: all new TriumphTune valves, bronze guides and gas flowed chambers.

Vented Disc Brake Kits

Tuning by: , =
Stage 3
£505.30
£511.30 4
’ I
£334.88 urrel
£370.13 Terry H

To improve the braking efficiency of
your GT6 and Vitesse we can offer a
budget conversion kit. The kit
contains two thicker vented discs, a
pair of spacers for the calipers and all
mounting hardware necessary for the
conversion. Fits GT6 & Vitesse MkI-II.

SPB3701  £370.13

BIRMINGHAM

BRISTOL

Mild and Stainless Steel Exhaust Manifolds & Systems

All our TriumphTune extractor manifolds are manufactured | The oval boxed system has 1.75" chromed tail pipes while the

in mild steel or stainless steel on our own jigs.
) 1300/1500 Spitfire/Herald TT1400 £84.01
7~ 1300/1500 Stainless Steel FS1400 £146.63

MKI GT6/Vitesse
Mk2 GT6/Vitesse

PLUSKIT A Six Cylinder Models
GT6 Only

This first stage conversion is designed to
improve flow through the engine to increase
power within the standard rev range, although
this will also be extended. The increase is
approximately 20-25 bhp. The kit consists of
the TRIUMPHTUNE extractor manifold and GT
system, a pair of HS6 carburettors with
adaptor plates, and of course K&N Air filters.
Contact your nearest branch for details.

TT1600 £190.94
TT1700 £190.94

PLUSKIT A (1500cc)

This kit will improve the engine's performance
especially in the mid range (2000 - 4500rpm).
The kit consists of exhaust manifold and twin
silencer system, K&N filter assemblies with
richer needles and heavy damper springs to
suit. An exhaust manifold gasket is also
supplied. The kit allows the engine to breathe
better and can give you up to 15bhp for
1500cc, whilst still giving good economy.
1500cc PLUSPAC A TTK1420 £276.13
This kit is also available in Stainless Steel

1600cc PLUSPAC A TTK1420S £381.88
Contact Richmond for 1300cc details

round system produces a quieter sound with 2.25" tail pipes.

Spitfire/GT6 & Vitesse
TT5420 Oval Silencers
TT5412 Round Silencers £120.44

FSB412 Stainless Steel £182.13 %%
é% ’

Conversion and Upgrade Kits packs for Engine & Suspension.

£105.16

Fast Road Spring Kits

Spitfire MklV & 1500

These kits consist of a new rear leaf spring
with a credit of £15.00 (if the old unit is in good
condition ), a set of uprated and lowered springs,
with a choice of either Koni or Spax shock
absorbers to complete the kit. Handling and
ride will be improved with the fitment of these
uprated items making cornering more
controlled and precise.

Koni Handling Kit
Spax Handling Kit

£379.53
£334.88

TTK3430K
TTK3430S

Alloy inlet manifold to

Supphes oil to the rocker shaft, reducing the

allow fitment of Weber to
Spitfire, GT6 and Vitesse

TT10549 £82.25

Single Weber for 1300cc &1500cc
TT1350 £89.89 pair
Twin Weber for 1300cc &1500cc
TT1750 £141.00

GT6 & Vitesse Triple Weber Mkl

The TRIUMPHTUNE catalogue is
essential equipment for the Triumph
enthusiast - 110 pages packed with
information, technical tips and every
component you're ever likely to need.
Engine, suspension, brakes and
bodywork, plus a range or
2\ performance packs and suspension
4 kits for road and racing applications -
” All for only £2.50 (P&P free to the

U.K and Mainland Europe ). Fill out
| the coupon and order your copy
today.

risk of failure in this component. The
original and best !

Rocker Qil Feed

//—_\\J% TT1226 £19.39

22-28 Manor Road
Richmond, Surrey
TW19 1YB
Tel: 0181 948 6666
Fax: 0181 940 9268
Freefone: 0500 479299

991 Wolverhampton Rd
Oldbury, W. Midlands
B69 4RJ
Tel: 0121 544 5555
Fax: 0121 544 4340
Freefone: 0800 919259

1-3 Elton Street
Bristol Avon BS2 9EH
Tel: 01179 232523
Fax: 01179 428236
Freefone: 0800 919668

PROMOTIONS
0" New Interest Free
fmpﬂ"' revolving customer
charge card
Jﬂj Discounted rates

for Classic
Insurance and AA
recovery

All prices include
VAT @ 17.5% and are
subject to change without

prior notice.

NAME

ADDRESS

POST CODE

CATALOGUE(S)

| ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PO/CASH FOR £

OR PLEASE CHARGE MY ACCESS OR VISA ACCOUNT NUMBER...

LTI

[T ]]

CHEQUES PAYABLE
E VI_SA TO MOSS EUROPE

DATE




his month | am

featuring a car

which has yet to
be restored by her new
owners, Mike and Gwyn
Davies. They purchased
her at a show near
Liverpool in November
1996 from a gentleman
who was giving up driving
due to failing eyesight at
the age of 96.

Negotiation for the purchase
actually took place with the
owners son who was himself 73
years old. As you can see from
the photo the car is a smooth
roof coupé (I am going to stop
featuring these cars if | do not
obtain one for myself soon!)
built in November 1959. She is
finished in Powder Blue and
Sebring White and does require
a restoration which actually
began on her birthday 17th
November 1997. | am particular-
ly jealous of this car as | was at

he show when she was for
ale and although | looked her
ver | could not afford the
storage space for another
car at the time. Now that |
do have the space finding
the right car is quite
difficult. Anyway | wish Mike
and Gwyn success with the
rebuild which they say
@@ has no time limit and
look forward to seeing
the car at events when
- she is finished. As an
aside they are
ooking for a roof to
deck seal for the car. |
believe they are not
available at the moment
so if anyone has one for
sale they can get in
touch and | will pass the
information on.

In his letter Mike
kindly included all of
the major details from
his car that would
have been on the new
IVR form. Having
launched last month all |
can say at the moment
is keep them coming. If
you wish you can
include a photo or two
of your car and | will
get around to featuring
it in future issues of
The Courier. Hopefully
this months car will
persuade all of you
that | would like to
hear of all our cars,
not just those that
have been fully
restored or are of
concours standard. in
fact we really need
details of all Heralds,

by Bob Westgarth—

least the last two years that the
webbing straps in my seats have
needed replacement and may
even have mentioned the fact
the they were about to be
replaced in articles that | have
written. Just the other day |
drove her for the first time in
several weeks and felt as though
| was in a bucket seat of an early
sports car. The webbing straps
had failed and | was effectively
sitting on the floor. This webbing
material is available at
autojumbles but is aiso
the same as that

used by upholsterers and is
usually cheaper from this
source. The problem is that the
correct clips for fastening the
webbing into place are not
generally available, except at

jumbles, and if like me you need

. to effect a quick repair an alter-
native has to be found. In the
past | have used a simple
technique when rebuilding the
seats for my JC Midge. | simply
obtained longer lengths of
webbing and also made up

some plates from

thin steel which
curved to the

shape of the seat frame. These
were drilled with two Ysth inch
holes through which pop rivets
were fitted. The plates can then
be used to sandwich the
webbing and hold it to the
frame. Obviously even tension
must be applied to each strap
and the job is much easier with
an extra pair of hands as the
holes into the seat frame have to
be drilled while the strap is
under tension. This method has
lasted very well in the Midge
and | can see no reason not to
use it in the Herald, even if |

Wners

“Hopefull
months ¢a

then replace the straps
again with the correct
clips at a later date. | do
know that only the early
Heralds had this
webbing strap arrange-
ment and later cars had
a rubber diaphragm.
However the vinyl
seating material can be
easily stretched and
repair should not be
delayed.
As you can perhaps
tell | am still in the midst
of buying and selling
houses and, if you
remember last month, |
have also been trying to
reduce my fleet of cars.
This has meant that | have
been rather busy and as a
result have been unable to
put together coherent
articles for the past two
months. Hopefully this will
change soon as everything
is in place regarding my
house sale, and | have
managed to off load, sorry |
mean sadly part with, both
of the Fords in my collec-
tion. 1 will still need to sell
one of my Triumphs if the

including those that
are basket cases and
even those that have
been scrapped in the
past.

With the show
season now almost
upon us | have been
looking at my own
Herald and have
come to the conclu-
sion that even
though she is used
as an everyday car
some work must
now be carried out.
| have known for at

planned purchase of a
Coupé comes to fruition but
for now | can once again get
into the garage, although as
it is attached to the house |
am still banned from any
work which could result in
untoward smells emanating
from the living room!

Until next time from a
highly stressed Register
Secretary, enjoy your Herald,
and most importantly keep
those |VR forms coming.

Cheers. !H“
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S ASIX SPARESHS

SIXSPARES THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST

| o
| MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF TRIUMPH SPARES @
TO THE RETAIL, TRADE & EXPORT MARKETS

MASSIVE stock oF New AND Usep spares FOR HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 anp SPITFIRE
REAR OF 140C HeatH Roap (BEHIND ALBERT’S Music SHOP) (A

TwickeNHAM, Mipbx. TW1 4BN.
CALLERS WELCOME = RING FIRST FOR DIRECTIONS.
OPENING HOURS! Mon-Fr1 10am 10 6pMm, Sar 10am 10 4PM
TEL: 0181 892 0141 FAX - 0181 892 4547 - FAX

N ©O. 0181 892 0141

CHROME /LOCKS /BRIGHTWORK /BUMPERS
Front windscreen insert, HER/VIT, SPIT I, Il, Ill, GTé I, 1l ...... £6.46

... £4.70 Tailgate rubber insert GT6 I, 11, Il . .

.. £3.82 Cover clip for inserts ................

Door handle |/h HERALD, VITESSE .

=

TELEWPHONINE

SEALS - HERALD /VITESSE

Front windscreen seal
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal .
P seal on windscreen frame ......
Saloon roof to header w/screen frame seal..
Hood header rail seal, front............c.ccocooeiiiiiinnn. ... £6.99

Hood front outer fi.nisher/ seal (white onl_)')'original £9.99 Ez’:re Lz?nd|';i sr' /T‘QEEES\TS’/CFTRE/S’S\QTESSE . E £§;8g

peont Siseter light sulslars per pa 3295 Outer door handle ass. SPIT I, I, Ill, GT& 1, i " £14.04

Dborckinile: door glass inner wecfherstrip £3.53 Outer door handles (matched pair) black or chrome,

Door glass g|innggsec1| P 8353 SPIT IV/1500, GTé Il (includes lock barrels) .................... £75.20
"""""" " £4:4-| Matched pair of door lock barrels, SPITFRE Il lll, GT6 1, II....... £14.69

Hood side seal (top of door) ...
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap) ..
Door aperture seal, convertible ...

Chrome door aperture seal cap
Door aperture seal, saloon

" £2.70 Matched pair door lock barrels, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Il ... £14.69
Inner door handle assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il .... £17.04
Inner door handle chrome bezelSPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé I ... £7.05
Window winder handles and inner door opening handles,

Eronf valance:seal........... all models — please state model ............occocooiiiiiiiinn. 6.46
Door check link seal . ‘B’ post striker catch SPITFIRE, GTé6.. £11.46
oot el B post Sxicirs laas sidar, HERALD, VITES 25,85
landbrake gaiter . posi ers, less s Y , pai £25.85
'érlumph pedal rubber .. 4 Boot I’T’ II:cndle ?)Td keys HER, >/IT, SPITI LW .. £13.51
onnet stop cone ..........ccceeeeeiene. X Boot lock assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500........... £14.69
Bonnet stop cone. Uprated, longer lasting, pair . A Tailgate handle arz/d lock assembly GTé I, Il £14.69
Master cylinder dust cover/boot...... ' Tailgate handle and lock assembly GTé lI..... £14.69
o ke[ TES55  Chvome i tons porl cap STERE /1300 1 653,50
noriginalj ...... R . . rome rli 'op peifrol cap . .
is;g;e qrsg'r";c:lgv:l;:;g&s;szrl sznglnc:l g?ggg Ifact‘barretmrd i lg?rrFlcl;{Eé ;Letrol cap. £11.75
Rear windscreen rubber, saloon ... £22.27 Lzzk;:g EZE& ES,‘Z HERALD, VITESSE g g:gg
Window runner channel, front .. .. £6.46 Chrome wiper arm assembly, all mode £8.23
€470 i

Window runner channel, rear ..
Rear roof to deck seal, saloon
Petrol tank filler neck seal ..............
7 inch headlamp seal HERALD .........

Front side/indicator lamp rubber sea
Petrol tank sender unit cover .
Petrol tank drain neck seal, spong £5.29

SEALS - SPITFIRE/GTG6

Front windscreen seal SPITFIRE I, II, Ill, GT6 |, I
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé llI
P seal on windscreen frame ...............

Roof to windscreen top seal, GTé |1l ..

Hood header rail/hard top sedl, front, SPITFIRE .
Door skin to door glass, outer weatherstrip
Door skin to door glass, inner weatherstrip
Door glass glazing seal .....................
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal ................
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap)
Door check link seal ...

Door aperture seal (Furflex) SPITFIRE .
Door aperture seal (Furflex) GT6 ..........
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I, II, lll, GT6 |,
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il ..
Gear lever gaiter, SPITFIRE (ALL), GT6 (ALL)
Handbrake gaiter, SPIT L, I I, IV ..

Triumph pedal rubber .....
Bonnet Stop CONe. ...ivieiossssissmvmncansss
Bonnet stop cone. Uprated, longer lasting, pair .
Master crlinder dust cover/boot...

Boot seal ...
Tailgate aperture seal, GTé
Tailgate glass seal, GTé......
Petrol tank filler neck seal ........ ... £5.38

7” headlamp seal SPIT/GT6 .. ...........ccocoeveinnnen. £3.53
ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE - PLEASE RING

. Stainless wiper blade and holder, all models . £7.40
- £9.99 Bonnet mirror (head & stem),HERALD, VITESSE, original from £18.80
Chrome Bullet/Racing mirror all models .......................... £19.98
Door mirror (black or chrome), SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 ..
Bonnet lock kit (pairs) all models .
Bonnet catch assay. all models
Steering column lock assay. SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé llI
Ignition barrel and keys SPITFIRE I, II, lll, HER, VIT, GT6 I......
Ignition barrel and keys as above HIGHER SECURITY
lock set GT61, I, door, taiilgate & ignition locks ...
382 Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ...
lock set SATARE|, door, boot & ignition locks ...
o6 46 Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ...
£5.99 Mattched lock set, SPITFIRE I, ll, door, boot & ignifion locks
£3'53 Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks
£3.53 Maiche! lock set, HERALD/MITESSE, door, boot, ign., ¢/box locks
£4.70 Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ...
£2.70 Cubby box lock assay., HERALD, VITESSE
Recr overricler HERALD,

), VITESSE, pressed d

B post capping SPITFIRE IV/1500 .........cccccccoieiiiiinnne
Chrome w/screen washer jet,
..£1.18 complete ass. original SPIT/GT6............................
£2.35 Chrome w/screen washer jet, complete ass.,orignl., HER/VIT .
Rear number plate light cluminium cowd, orignl. HERALD 13/60.
£7.99 Windscreen frame ally capping Spitfire ...
£2.00 Rubber bumper set HERALD.........
£1.76 Bumper end cap, aluminium HER . s
£9.99 Front bumper, SPIT IV/GT6-1Il (EXCHANGE) ... £176.25

£3.82 Rear bumper, SPIT IV/GT6-IIl (EXCHANGE) .... £176.25

ALL CHROME, LOCKS, BRIGHTWORK
AND BADGES DECALS COMMISSION
PLATES STOCKED - PLEASE RING

PANELS - HERALD /VITESSE

BRAKES ETC.

Front valance, quality fibreglass .............................. £32.90
Bonnet D plate, HERALD, VITESSE

Front wing, HERALD 13/60 ORIGINAL PRESSING ..
Eront wing MITESSE =.cuisnmsmsumominmassonmasasess
Front wing, HERALD 1200
Front wing arch repair ...
Sill, HERALD, VITESSE .........
Door skin, ORIGINAL PRESSING................c.........
Door under section repair panel, HERALD, VITESSE ...... £19.98
Door step/iread panel (not aluminium finisher) as original £8.81
Rear wing, HERALD, VITESSE .. .. £79.
Rear wing arch repair . i
Rear quarter valance steel (with or without bumper strip) £32.90
Rear centre valance, VITESSE, original pressing ...£458
Rear centre valance, HERALD, original pressing ..

PANELS - SPITFIRE/GTS6

Battery box .....c..cciiiiiiiieiiii i £12.95
Front valance, original SPITFIRE I, 11, Ill, GTé |, Il, steel .... £94.00
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il steel .. £52.88
Front quarter valance, SPIT IV/1500, GTé lIl, fibreglass £24.09
Front wing, original, SPIT I, Il lll, GT6 | ... <

Front wing, original GTé II

Front wing, SPIT IV/1500, GTé Ill (GENUINE) ..
Front inner wheelarch, outer section, SPITIV/1500, GTé Il £27.03
Sill, all SPIT, GT6, as origina .. £

Six piece sill kit, both sides Spit/GT6 .
Door skin, SPIT I, Il Il, GTé 1, 1l ...
Door skin, SPIT /1500, GT6 Il ...
Full floor, ONE SIDE, front to rear, new improved .
Heelboard panel

Heelboard bracket for r arm ..
Rear wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il ..
Rear inner wheelarch, outer section, SPIT
Rear valance, SPIT L, I IIl, GTé 1, 11 ...
Rear valance, SPIT IV/] 500, GTé Il .
Boot floor, all models

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER PANELS
STOCKED PLEASE RING

MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING

Front trunnion/swivel ORIGINAL STANPART.................. £14,69
Front wishb bush £1.18
Steering rack exchange ......... £44.65

Steering rack rubber mounting ..
Driveshaft all models, non rotoflex ...
UJ flange to diff, small or large

Front vertical link, VITESSE, GT4, original .
Front vertical link HERALD, SPITFIRE, origin
Front wheel ring kit (inc. hub felf)
Top ball joint, all models ...
Track rod end, all models .
Universal joint, all models ....
Front suspension bolt/nut kit, all models...........
Rear suspension, non roto, bolt/nut kit, all models .
Front coil spring, STANDARD, state model .......
Front coil spring, HEAVY DUTY, state model ..
Front shock absorbers (inc. bushes) all models ..
Rear shock absorbers (inc. bushes) all models ..
Rear full wheel bearing kit, rotoflex models  .....
Rear full wheel bearing kit, non rotoflex models
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé lll late, NEW .. £79.90
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I, II, lll, NEW )

Rear leaf spring GTé I, Il rotoflex, NEW
Rear leaf spring HERALD, NEW
Rear leaf spring VIT 1600/1, NE
Rear leaf spring VITESSE Il, NEW .

FUEL SYSTEMS & CARBS

Petrol tank sender unit HERALD, VITESSE
Petrol tank sender unit SPITFIRE ..
Fuel pump HERALD, SPITFIRE .
Fuel pump VITESSE, GTé ...

Carb repair kit (Stromberg) inc. needle valve «
Carb repair kit (S.U.s) inc. jet .£16.98

FULL RANGE OF NEW AND FULLY RECONDITIONED
CARBS AND SPARES AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING

CLUTCHES BORG & BECK
2 YEAR GUARANTEE (3 plece kit)

Brake master cyl.

SPIT IV/1500 single line ....
Brake disc 4 cyl. models .
Brake disc 6 cyl. models ...
Brake drum, late GT6 Mkill ORIGINAL
Wheel cylinders — state model ..............
Brake hoses front/rear — state model

. MOUNTS & BUSHES

Engine mounts, 4 cyl. .....
Engine mounts, 6 cyl. .....
Overdrive gearbox mounting
Standard gearbox mounting ..........

Steering column bush (excluding late 1500) ..
Bump stop rotoflex suspension.................... .. £4.99
Rear inner wishbone bush rotoflex models
Rear spring eye bush, all models

SEE US AT THE
SouTtH OF ENGLAND MEET
LEATHERHEAD 9TH & 10TH MAY
ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN
FOR DELIVERY AT SHOW
SAVE ON POSTAGE & PACKING!

HOODS, CARPET SETS AND
INTERIOR TRIM
Hoods, HER, VIT — original quality ...................ccoo. £96.35

Hoods, SPITFIRE zip rear window original quality
Hoods, HER/VIT — double duck/canvas.
Hoods, SPIT — double duck/canvas ...
Headlining, HER/VTT, sal o

Pair of front seat recovering kits HERALD/VITESSE ...... £133.36
Rear seat covering kit HER?VIT 3

Pair of door trim panels, HERALD .
Pair of door trim panels, VITESSE ....
Pair of rear quarter trim panels, converti
Front scuttle side panel, HER/VIT ...
As above, left hand for VITESSE, with pocket ...
Under dash mill board panel HERALD/VITESSE
Seat base diaphragm, HERALD/VITESSE .........
Movulded ca t set, HERALD/VITESSE .
Carpet set, SPITFIRE, tufted and bound........ -
Moulded carpet set, SPITFIRE............... B

Moulded carpet set, GTé (state model)........................ £199.75
Car seat recovering kit, SPITFIRE IV/1500 black (car set) £99.88
Door trim panel, SPIT IV/1500, black ........cccccoceennnnn. £25.26
NEW SPﬁﬂ , GT6 dash cover (state model) ...
Door trim panel GTé state model .................cc....
Glove box, SPITFIRE, GTé, each ...

Pair of sun visors SPIT IV/1500,GTé Ill
Radiator cowl, GTé ......cccevviieaas )
Radiator cowl, SPITFIRE iy

ALL OTHER INTERIOR TRIM STOCKED
LIGHTS AND MISCELLANEOUS

Side/Indicator light unit, SPITFIRE Ill, IV/1500, GT6 I, i ....... £17.63
Halogen hecd|ig§1f conversion set, HERALD, SPITFIRE & GTé £34.66
Chrome 7” Headlamp Stoneguards per pair ......£11.75
Wood rim steering wheel, all models «£A49.35
Leather rim steering wheel, all model . £35.25
Fibreglass tunnel covers, state model £32.90
Overgrive column switch cowl ....... ..£17.63
Alloy rocker cover, 6 cylinder . .. £52.88
Alloy rocker cover, 4 cylinder .......... £39.95

WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY SPEC.
OF DIFF AND GEARBOX OR ENGINE,
PLUS SPARES FOR ALL MODELS

PRICES EXCLUSIVE TO TSSC MEMBERS

HER 1200, 12/50, 13/60, SPIT |, II, lll, IV, DIAPHRAGM £69.33
SPITFIRE 1500 .. £89.89
VITESSE 2 Litre, GTé all models... .. £89.89

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR POST AND
PACKING CHARGES

PRICES INCLUDE VAT

I >
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his month I will
concenirate on
members’ cars,
starting with Tony
Maltravers who bought
his Herald in January
1994 when he was a
mere 15 years old.
Following an engine
rebuild, it was ready for
use by his 17th birthday
in April 1995. Tony used
the car for a while before
deciding that some

work was required on

the body and then
proceeded to make
repairs while keeping
the car in everyday use.

Triumibhing over C
{or Surely. not an Amphicar).

by Phil Willson —

In'fact, the only period for
which it was out of use was
when it was being painted.
It has received a new right-
hand door skin, rear wing and
wheel arch repairs on the left,
plus new sills and valances.
It finally received 5 coats of
cellulose courtesy of a friend.

conversia

Away from home in the Black
Mountains of Wales.

Tony had just two weeks to
reassemble the car before going
on holiday - he had done a
thorough strip down prior to
painting so this was no mean
task.

It was originally a white
saloon but is now Signal Red
and sports a Tristan roof conver-
sion, although it is not clear
whether this conversion had
already been done when the car
was purchased. Now the car
sports 5.5J alloy wheels,
chromed spot lights and Citroen
AX GT bucket seats in the front.
He has also re-trimmed the rear
seat, carpets and trim panels in
black.

It is a very good example of
what can be achieved by
someone with no previous expe-
rience and Tony hopes that it
will encourage others to ‘take
the plunge’ and follow his
example.

A question prompted by the
above: Does anyone have any
recommendations for replace-
ment seats from other (scrap)
cars? Most modern car seats are
more comfortable and support-
ive than the original Herald
items and | wondered which can
be fitted easily and successfully
(and cheaply) to ‘our cars’. They
would have to come from a 2-
door model so that the seat
backs can tip forward for access
to the back seat. Even the seats
from our humble (horrible)
Metro look as though they

highways and byways of Devon
! and further afield. Just as | have
. done on my Herald, Paul has
fitted an unleaded head and has
since covered 58,000 miles with
it and had no problems. Almost
inevitably with a car used that
much, he has also done a fair
few body repairs including new
front wings and wheel arches,
door skins, tread plates, sills and
rear valances as well as rebuild-
ing the front valance and the
roof. He has found the car to be
100% reliable and there is no
sign from his letter that he has
any intention of replacing it.

The second vehicle, now sold
on, was a convertible bought as
a wreck in 1987 and extensively
rebuilt by Paul himself who
sensibly left the final repainting
to a professional. This car has
now been replaced by another,
larger Triumph - a 2500TC. So
his Triumph collection is similar
would be gratefully received - to mine aithough, shamefully,
and published. Thanks. my 13/60 is in many more

Now down to Exwick in pieces.
deepest Devon to visit Paul Happy motoring!
Barlow. Until recently he was the é@
owner of two 13/60’s, both
shown here. The estate is stili
Paul's everyday car which he has
owned since 1991 and covered a
respectable 68,000 miles in that
time. The total now recorded on
the car is 188,000 miles which,
not surprisingly, means that it is
not on its original engine. It
actually possesses a Dolomite
1500 unit with 3-rail overdrive
gearbox which should make it
much more driveable on the

would fit. Any suggestions

“He has foun
car to be
reliable an
is no sign fro
Jetter that
any inten.




TSSC Offers supply a range of high quality Corbeau replacement
seats for Club cars. The new seats offer more support than your
originals, as well as improving the appearance of your car. All
seats are made to measure and come complete with custom fit
sub frames.

NO HOLES TO DRILL - the new sub frames fit easily into the existing holes, and all come
with backwards/forwards adjustment built in.

BS100....Classic Bucket (pair) inc. sub frames ..£295.00
BS100A..Headrests (DAir) .........cocoeeeeeevvevvevenn.

These seats were displayed at the Stafford Show
and caused an amazing amount of interest. The
seats come in black vinyl with the option of
headrests. These seats are visually similar to
early Spitfire seats but come in bucket form.

...... A/p/ne Bucket Seaz‘s (pa/r)
inc. sub frames...............

Using the same mainframe as the Classic
Bucket Seat, but supplied with a black cloth
centre panel, with black vinyl outer.

-
7rap\
£9.95

k-

BS300............ ' [y J—

An ideal replacement. Supplied in black nylon with
adjustable headrests. Using the recliner you can
adjust the seat to your perfect driving position.
Overall a comfortable and supportive seat.
All of the above seats can be supplied with coloured
PVC piping to match with the new Club Trim Kits.
Add £10 to order per seat.

JTERAEE

ORDER HOTLINE

CTK100 ......Standard Club Trim Kit Black Panels/ Black Piping.................... £85.00

CTK200 ......Deluxe Club Trim Kit. Black/Tan panels/ your choice of binding colour.
(Please state colours required on order form) £95.00

\DTC100 ......Full clip set for fitting the ADOVE ...............oeevveveevien.

Developed exclusively for Club
Members, the new Club trim kit is now
available for Spitfire IV/1500 owners.
With a range of unique features.

@ Door trim panels have carpeted
lower sections and handy storage
pocket at front.

& Available in black or tan vinyl finish
with matching carpeted sections.

© Matching or contrasting bindings
available in; Black, Tan, Red, Green,
Blue or White.

 (Can be colour co-ordinated with
Club Hoods and Club Seating range.

Kit Includes:-
2x Door Panels.
2x Rear Wheel Arch Panelﬂ

1x Petrol Tank Cover Panel.

&

LBTDM....SPITFIRE BOOT TIY (PAIR) ...

£42.95

[7psp\ These new trims have proved very
B  popular since their introduction and are
N 4 constructed from high quality board
finished with
black vinyl.

BT002 ....HERALD/VITESSE BOOT TIDY ....£45.95 b .

A superb new design ideal for storing toolkits and
mapbooks etc. Also gives a great finishing touch to your
boot, covering over the unsightly inner rear wing.

CM101 ....HERALD/VITESSE/BOND 4 piece ....£25.00

CM102 ...SPITFIRE/GT6 2 piece......................

Help to protect your carpets from dirt,
general wear and tear or hide those embar-
rassing holes. Available in black fabric with
car name embroidered into the cushioned
heel pad. Improves the appearance of your
interior immediately.

LOGOS AVAILABLE: SPITFIRE - HERALD - GT6 - VITESSE - BOND EQUIPE - TRIUMPH
PLEASE STATE CHOICE WHEN ORDERING




ancy a GT6 with
the roof off? John
Moore did - and
the result was a very
non-standard Triumph
(as they say) giving
around 10 bhp and
bags more torgue than th
original Spilfire. John's
Spitfire in fact started life
as a left hand drive
write-off.

This article
first appeared
in Hot Car
Magazine,
Oct 1969.

John Moore’s

Once he had rebuilt the car
to RHD and good running
condition it seemed there

was little else to be done.

Until he found a 1600cc six
pot Vitesse engine and
gearbox in a breakers yard
at the knock-down price of
£25. 'We're In business’, thought
accountant John and soon the
family garage at West Drayton
was commandeered for the
operation. Two weekends later
the six cylinder Spitfire was
running - with only a Minor
cooling problem.

MOUNTING

Fitting the Vitesse engine/ box
was easy. Once the original 1147
cc motor and gearbox were
lifted out the now set-up could
be lowered into place to see just

Six Pot

where any mods would
have to be made.
Surprisingly few
were required.
First obvious
alteration that
was going to be
needed was

The Triumph engine (be it
Spitfire or Vitesse) is held into
the frame at three points: a pair
of engine mountings and one
cross-piece on the gearbox
tailshaft. The slightly altered
position of the Vitesse box
meant the tail-shaft mounting
had to be moved
back a short
distance.

Fitted with a Vitesse engine!

the prop shaft. The standard
Spitfire unit had to be shortened
and re-balanced by an engineer-
ing firm. John did contemplate
the Vitesse shaft-but this was
about 11in. too short.

Moving the tailshaft mounting
was simplicity itself. The holes
for the Vitesse box mounting are
in fact already drilled in the
Spitfire frame.

At the engine mounting end
the drillings on the chassis then
lined up with the biock. But
Vitesse (not Spitfire) brackets
had to be used.

Before the engine and box,
could be finally bolted in the car,
the bulkhead on the driver's side
was cut by about '/« in. to allow
the new bellhousing to clear.
Surgery job No.2 came inside
the car at the gearbox cover -
The transmission cover on the
Triumph range is attached to the
floor of the car and can be

removed to allow the gearbox to
be lifted out without shifting the
engine. This cover had to be
moved back slightly and the
hole for the gearlever reshaped.
In fact John used the Spitfire
remote change mechanism
which will bolt direct to the
Vitesse box.

With the larger engine the
radiator cannot stay in its
original position. Brackets were
made up to push the whole
Spitfire cooling system forward
by 9 in. The Spitfire header tank
was retained - the brackets
which attach it to the manifold-
ing had to be bent slightly to fit.
With the engine and radiator
installed the next problem was
to connect throttie and exhaust.

The acceler-
ator linkage Is
a mixture of
Spitfire (from
the pedal to the
block) and
Vitesse (on the
carbs) with a
lengthened
operating arm fitted.

Exhaust manifolding is
standard Vitesse but the
remainder of the system was
made up by John. Flexible
piping is used to make the curve
under the car, and then copper
tubing terminating in a motor
cycle silencer completes the job.
The original Spitfire mounting
points were used.

BODYWORK

Although the larger engine
drops {almost) straight In, the
same cannot be said for the one
piece front bodywork. The
Vitesse engine IS longer and
therefore a slight reshaping of
the front of the bonnet was
needed to clear the rocker cover.
John simply cut the original
metalwork, bent a section up to
clear the engine and radiator

17




Fasteners

Sactory fitted for
a precise fit
Industry standard
U.V. Stabilized
windows

DIY fitting

instruction.

Tel: 0130 81 42 90

PRESTIGE AUTOTRIM PRODUCTS LTD.

SEAT COV :

Vinyl  Leathes
Spitfire MK.IV fr.. £84.95  £191.95 pair
TRIM KITS /+.£29.95 nsk tor catsiogue

Spitfire Mk.IV: O.E Style or NEW Exclusive Design with carpet
& map pockets on door trims. Black, Cream, Coffee or Grey colour schemes’

German

Bitte sprechen sie Englisch
Carriage fr.. £19.95

British Waterways Yard, ~— —

[
0
I

Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby.
)

(2 miles off Jct. 24 - M1

e

DAILY DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT EUROPE
Tel: (0151) 608 8683 Fax: (0151) 608 0439

We accept Visa, Master card and American Express.
All prices subject to alteration without notice. Please confirm current price when ordering. E&OE

3 Prenton Way, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, L43 3DU

rer of "FACTORY QUAL
dur quality standards and atten

#vefully replicated and improved upo

finest quall

replacement soft tops. We

the rear windows, and all main seam

Original

lable.

Sound

andard Deluxe Deadening

£65.95 £80.95 « £39.95
£49.95  £65.95  £2995
£85.95

£99.95  £49.95

Duck

£9495  £13495 £219.95
£10495 £14995 £229.95
£94.95  £14995 £224.95

95, Hood covers from £45.95
. “Original™ is Original Quality it
Mohair is the finest quality canvas

ack only. Deluxe available in
it is 1/2" thick, self adhesive
carpets to reduce interior noise
r and tear to the carpet set.

Mohair

Whole interior,
tailored to fit
precisely

14 DAY MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE IF NOT
COMPLETELY SATISFIED

All prices include VAT. Carriage extra

to

* SPECIALISTS IN CALIFORNIAN IMPORT CORROSION FREE

Properly prepared cars from £2000 - £5000.
({Cheaper project vehicles usually available).

* Struggling to find the right car? Why not have a car built

Our order books are very busy, so usually a selection of on-
going work to view, please call to discuss your requirements.

Bodyshell (LHD) excludes doors and boot lid £700 - £950

Door

VEHICLES, BoDIES AND PANELS FOR TRIUMPH CARS

* Spitfire / GT6 right or left hand drive.

your colour and trim specification around a rot-free body?

* Repair, service, MoT work on your vehicle for £16 per
hour. No job too large or small! Estimates given.

*Dismantling UK vehicles + ROT FREE IMPORT
Spitfire / GT6 / Herald for good quality used parts.

Example prices for A1 condition GT6 / Spitfire parts:-

Right hand drive conversion to shell inc. parts £150
Complete bonnet assembly
(inc. cowls, irons etc) £275 - £350
£50 - £85 Bootlid £50 - £85
Chassis £125 - £175

NOTE:- All prices PLUS VAT.
Mail order service, credit cards welcomed.

LQ-'AX / Telephone: 01332 799298}

C.LA.S.

TRIUMPH & MG SPECIALISTS

BROADFIELD

Y AN

/e

S.I.C.S.

TRIUMPH & MG CAR SALES
RESTORATION (stage payments facility
MoT work, servicing, repairs.
Insurance approved repairer.
Collection & delivery service.

Cars purchased or sold on your behalf.
Competitive rates, quality work

Friendly and prompt service given at all times.
Spares readily available for fast repair turn around.

Loan Car Available

available.)

& 43 2

UNIT 3, BROADFIELD
FARM, GT SOMERFORD,
NR. CHIPPENHAM,
WILTSHIRE. SN15 5EL.

8.300m

5 mins J17, M4.

TEL: (01249) 720070
Open Mon - Sat

-6.00pm

and then filled the gap with
alloy, pop riveted in place.
This is the one part of the
conversion that John is not too
pleased about. He has plans to
use part of a Mini bonnet to

. form the ‘hump’.

With the Vitesse motor
installed the extra weight tended
to make the car a little nose-
heavy-bringing ground clearance

bump on the bonnet which
hides the six pot rocker
cover and the forward
mounted radiator. An
extra cooling grille is to be
fitted.

e radiator goe ;
nine inches on this steel
bracket to give the fan a
and water pump the
necessary clearance. An
electric cooling fan will
soon be fitted.

problems as well as altering the
handling of the car.

These problems were over-
come by fitting spacers from SAH
Accessories, Leighton Buzzard,
Beds, to increase the ride height.
The Spitfire was already fitted
with stiffer rate front springs, and
a set of Koni shockers completed
the modification.

POWER

At present the 1600 cc engine
is more or less in standard form.
The CR has been raised and a bit
of port polishing done, next job
says John is a set of Webers to

bulge was mode or simply
cutting
bodywork and bending
up to clear the gap was
filled with alloy sheet and
pop riveted.

3 1 re
of Vitesse and Spitfire with clearance
lengthened operating
arm. The standard exhaust
manifold fits to 4 length
of flexible piping.

replace the twin Solax carbs.
With the 1600 Vitesse engine
there’s only about 10 bhp more
available than that of the
Spitfire, but the important point
is that this power is developed
750 rpm lower down the rev
range, with a really whopping
increase in torque.

Only snag so far with the con-
version has been slight over-

the existing

of clearance.

ure ore

the stiffer
springs Koni
shockers

n r
fits with no trouble. Down
on the driver's side the
bulkhead has been cut
slightly 10 give the bell-
housing about quarter-inch

these
spacers are attached to
rate
adjustable
complete the

no handling problems were
experienced. The car was
already fitted with 51 In. wheels
from J. A. Pearce and a negative
camber rear spring.

The complete conversion is
not too difficult and the 1.6
engine easy to obtain second-
hand. Theater 2 litre is the
same size and would also fit
(along with gearbox) but that's

Engin e re
Vitesse and bolt in th
original holes ance the rear
gearbox mounting has
been moved. Again the
holes are already in the
Spitfire frame.

the Vitesse hox appears
about one inch further
back. The gearbox cover
has to be moved and the
hole reshaped for the lever.

SAH

front

front suspension mods.

heating in heavy traffic. A
Vitesse radiator would probably
have been a better fitting than
the Spitfire one, but John hopes
an electric cooling fan and an
extra air intake in the bonnet will
be an equally efficient cure.
Once the front suspension
mods had been
carried out,

not quite so easy to come by.
John Moore can't understand
why more (!) people don’t

produce six pot Spits. (!@




... £50.00 to £250.00 | Springs, all models, from......
Petrol Tanks all models from £20.00 | Bonnet, Side catch, all models.
Wood dash sets from . R £15.00 | Headlight Cowl, MkIV/1500, GT6
Gearboxes all models from............c.ocueeucerrurernnn. £55.00 | Anti-roll bar, all models
Front suspension units complete with vertical link,stub axle, hub, NEW PARTS AVAI LABLE
disc, spring, shock etc. only £28.00 | Brake Discs, Herald, Spitfire 2, GT6, Vitesse
Heaters all models & Herald ... £15.00 | Boot racks, polished alloy, woodslat type, EACH
Chassis all models and good ........ ... £85.00 | Windscreen Seal Mk 1V, 1500, GT6 Ill
Water pumps, all models & Herald £10.00 | Soft top header seal ............ .
Fans all models & Herald, from.. . £5.00 | Door to glass weather seal ...... ..£5.50
Carbs, MKIV per pair .................. £35.00 | Door Trim panels,per pair . £45.00
Manifolds, all Spitfires, inlet & outlet, from ... £10.00 | Inner door to glass seal ..
Bootlids from £35.00 | Boot seal, Sptfire or GT6..............
Knee Pads,each £2.00 | Furflex original Door Seal, per side..
Wheels from £10.00 | Carpet sets very good quality with bound edge .
Seat Runners £8.00 | Original Type Seat recovering kits, pair .....

Speedos, Rev Counters, .£8.00 | Front Corner Valences, each ..

Bonnets Mk3, MklIV, 1500 from

Prop
Forward

by Bill & Bern —

gers & Smiths,

Fuel & Temp, Jaeger & Smiths, each ... Soft Top, Mkl,IL11,1V,1500, good quality rear zip wmdow " | : ¢
Grill, MKIV/1500, GT6 Ill, TO CLEAR ... steel poppers. ONLY ........... v £74, he time has come cures vibration permanently, were already occupying, brought
Driveshafts, MK, I,1II, Herald & early Mk Popper fixing tool for above to test the theorv of therefore a balancing job would  my adrenaline level to its usual
Doors MkIV/1500, some complete with glass, Various Spitfires and GT6's for Sale, some for Rebuild, others in very 14 . ultimately be a waste of time high level. We nearly missed our
st i 1 ik & s, EAGIH. 2500 | 1t part you remie’s ok e o s s o sure w il i e T e
l 5 y 1 ¥ . . e part you require is n I 5 P! ring, m sure we wi - & H o &
Starter motor, all models from ........ . have it somewhere amongst our huge stock of used parts. We can mn my hEﬂd or has the muc‘; mor_e Val};able CommOd'ty SIQnarI’.by hand (which mV.OI.ved
Alternator, MkIV, 1500, GT6 III .. £12.00 | deliver next day if required and we accept Access and Visa, or if you trauma of disman”i”g a and for this | wi | hand you over matching the nur_nber of digits to
Chrome & Black outer trim strips . £3.00 | prefer to call in, we are just 10 minutes from Junction 11 off the M4, or to Bernard Robinson who will the number of mirrors on the
Calipers, all models & Herald ........ £15.00 | 10 minutes Junction 4A M3. PLEASE RING FIRST. concours GT6 MKII to take you through the propshaft  truck) that he really should check
Wiring looms, all models, complete £35.00 | JINGLES FARM, NEW MILL ROAD, FINCHAMSTEAD, = examination. his mirrors during such
rebuild the propshaft 9 !
Dash Support bracket, all models, s BERKS, RG40 4QT. & manouvres! And all the while
Bumpers, MkIV/1500, GT6 IlI, from ... i IV D
Propshafts, all models, from .. TEL on FAx : go ny .ia soive the 5///&/{/&/‘/4/(‘/ t_??]t Stun glared. il bei
Hood Frame, MkIV,1500 TO CLEAR 01 1 89 732648 vibration that | have Werant it sl BeStingEast ! is op&c was stut emdg. :
Steering Rack, all models, TO CLEAR ... Y ’ Iscussed as we steppead into
suffered for the last the ultra-low winter sun was Bailey Morris Reception.
A seven years? bllndr:ng F_fllgsaé \gt’flset out on Everything in sight was slowly
another “ ill and Bern's returning back to its normal
G RE E D VALU E _Excellent Adventure”. True to colour from the bright green that
I Well, can | z_a)nswer the form on one of these ‘epic’ trips, my dazzled vision had given it,
N S U RAN C E quec:'mon noxvﬁ NO, of course, an encounter with a large truck  when | saw the “Guinness Book
Exclusive to Members of (r:e:mr%r;r.].t... er writing my pulling out into the space we of Records, World's Largest,

column in the

7 October Courier
i and receivin

25th May. - 13’ June i DA. M ADEIRA several callsgon
the woes of
Want to step back in time? And take your classic vibrations, |

car with you? Then the Madeira Rally is for you. received a call

YOl ; ; from Clive Cock
This quaint and interesting Portuguese L ale oo

of Bailey Morris.

, . ) : The Tri Q
island basks in the tropical Atlantic and has Sports ot i He is both a Club
some of the most spectacular mountain 8 Wi i e membherﬁa"d a

; n exclusive scheme designed for owners o propshait manu-
and coastal scenery in the world. Vehicles available for all drivers aged 17 and over facturer. The
It is a fabulous trip, a challenging rally and an Breakdown Recovery plus Road Rage Personal converstation
economical holiday all rolled into one. Accident Cover and Motor Legal Expenses included quickly revealed
For details of the rally contact FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND a Bq?r:er:?‘?ls‘f(ed
The Secretary, Clube de Automoveis Classicos da CALL US TODAY {?wugflt v"/;“
Madeira, i i hal, Madeira. i ST e
BEDIES, BRI 3 A i, [eaa The Enthusiast’s Insurance Broker that is if the job

was going to be

FOOTMAN JAMES  :coion

Explain! | hear

Fax: 00351 91 229724.

OR: Viagens Abreu S.A., Avenida do Infante, 22R/C,
Dto. 9000 Funchal. you say. Well

Tel: 00351 91 231077/8 or I elephone just to say

Fax: 00351 91 230952/230301 balancing old

Get back to the Elegant way of life... 0 I 2 | 56 l 6262 A
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(B) Shorter nipple

Double seal

Flat Circlips

Witches Hat

Tight Bearings

Universal Joint”. | swear that UJ
was two feet across! Nestling
next to it was as Chris Evans
would have it, “An ickle one”. |
was hooked, this Company was
obviously into serious engineer-
ing! Just as | was trying to
imagine where you could buy a
vice and socket set to attempt
pushing out the cups on the “big
one”, Clive Cocks introduced
himself and guided us upstairs
for a coffee and introductory
chat. Clive is a keen classic car
enthusiast and TSSC member
who has restored (looking at his
photos) a 13/60 Herald
Convertible to a very high
standard and is currently
working on an Austin Healey.
He had read Bill’s ‘Comment’ on
his propshaft vibration problem
and invited us to come along
with the intention of clearing up
a few myths regarding prop-
shafts, balancing and UJs.

Bailey Morrishave been
involved in manufacturing
‘specials’ and prototype prop-
shafts for major motor manufac-
turers including Lotus, Jaguar
and Ford for over 20 years and
supply shafts for machinery as
diverse as ships to double
decker buses. Clive also told us
that the UJ is still of the same
basic design as it was in the
1920’s. :
So I'll start where we did with

those Universal Joints. Now |
thought, these were fairly stock
items. Wrong. Clive opened two
identical Hardy Spicer boxes and
produced two very different UJs,
explaining that the UJ we all are
usually supplied with is in fact
not the original factory fitment
as supplied when Triumphs
were new.

Picture A shows the item we
are used to whilst Picture B
shows the “original” factory
fitment which is, these days, is
supplied as an “uprated,
stronger, UJ” by the Trade.

The difference is quality.
The UJ in Picture B has

roller bearings that fit tightly
together (you can get a finger
nail between the bearings in
Picture A). The shafts are fitted
with a type of double seal as
opposed to the rubber single
seal. The circlips also tell a
different story. On the “original”
UJ, these clips are perfectly flat,
ground on both surfaces where-
as the UJ in Picture A (and

I must admit that I've fitted a lot
of these) have a circlip which
doesn’t retain its springiness
and is (due to mass-production
stamping techniques) rounded
in shape. Also the ‘uprated’ UJ
cap is fitted with a nylon conical
witches hat which acts as a
thrust washer and negates
endfloat movement and hence
vibration and knock. This differ-
ence in quality normally shows
so | know which | will fit from
now on and it’s nice to think that
Triumph made the same
decision. After this eye-opener,
we collected Bill’s propshaft and
Clive took us down to the pro-
duction line. It is probably going
to be easier to take you through
the process as we were, starting
with a balance check. After
mounting the prop on the
balancer it was run up to road
speed rpms. Clive explained that
vibration occured in the main if
the prop wasn’t running true and
the major culprit for this was if
the shaft was bent, or had lost
its balance weights and if there
was UJ wear, (although surpris-
ingly the latter is not as
important as the first two). After
inspecting the UJs Clive found
some wear and decided to
replace with (you're ahead of
me!) the original type units. The
method for doing this also was
an eye-opener and I'll describe it
in pictures.

Check for Spline wear, again by looking
for floppy or loose movement . Below a
gauge is used to check if the prop is

running ‘True’.

Also shown :
the yol
alignm

Using a copper mallet and a suitably sized
drift (socket to you) which is just smaller
than the circlip, tap the cap down to
relieve the pressure on the circlip and
then remove the circlips.




It is important that the grease nipple
hole lines up with the ground ‘cut
out’ found on the prop yoke to avoid
the nipple fouling on the shaft. You
can leave the nipple in place or use a
blanking plug but the hole must be
blanked as in theory the grease
could run out of the hole when hot A
and if the car is parked with the hole °
pointing downwards it would drain
the cap!

aft yoke caps
oved by
the UJ on
then tapping

t down until
S up enough
Turn the
1 repeat this
nen you can

s and remove.

a new
yush it down

Now insert the UJ in place and slide cap over
one side. Turn over and tap second cap
down enough to replace the circlip. Turn
back and tap first cap down and replace clip,
Repeat with other two caps. A final tap to the
yokes relieves the pressure. If you have
endfloat (loose/floppy movement) check
circlip thickness. You may have to order
thicker ones to cure this. It is important that
you match thickness of clips on both caps.
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And that'’s the way I'll try and do
it myself next time! During this
process, Clive found damage on
one of the propshaft yokes
which could only be sorted by
complete replacement and also
another anomally. The yokes at
both end of the shaft should
align (Bill’s didn't). Clive said he
would release the yoke at one
end by turning down the weld
holding it to the shaft in the
lathe. Problem. The new yoke
had a smaller diameter billet
than the original. No problem.
Lathe off the other yoke, turn
down its billet and weld both (in
the correct alignment of course)
into a new shaft of slightly
smaller diameter tube than the
original.

Removing the old spline spigot
on the lathe.

Bers v

L
»
e

Completed Spline
spigot and yoke
ready to be welded
into the new smaller
diameter prop tube
this is done on auto-
matically on the
motorised continu-
ous welder. After
which the prop will
then be ‘Trued’ on

the shaft straightener




Here Clive is
Straightening the
shaft. If the shaft
is not True it

will need a lot

of weights to
balance it. If your
shaft has a lot of
weights it was
probably welded
by hand and is
more than likely
NOT straight.

This process is exactly as that
done when having a prop
shortened (for overdrive fitment
for instance) with two major dif-
ferences in the equipment used
at Bailey Morris.

1. Fully computerised automatic
MIG welder rotating365 degrees
to give a continuous weld with
overlap. Being automated
results in a complete perfect
weld every time which can’t be
achieved by hand.

2. Bailey Morris also use a shaft
straightener which , although is
an outlay that ‘back street’ prop
preparers don’t normally run to,
achieves a trueness to the shaft
which normally negates the
need to balance it!

Here CIivé Checks the ‘New” prop on the balancer.

After welding and straightening,
to prove his point Clive put the
‘new’ propshaft on the balancer.
The original figures for the Worn
Prop were 41.5 grammes , (the
DIN Specification figure VDI
2060 Q25 for the balance of
rotating bodies including prop-
shafts, states the permitted
imbalance allowable.) and
without weights being added
this prop came in at 21.6
grammes total. well below
acceptable tolerances! Clive
though is a perfectionist and
said, although this new prop
could be happily fitted to Bill’s
GT6 as it was, he would balance
this prop and see if he could
improve on “acceptable”
running the prop up to road
speed rpms (and higher!). He
selected the weight shown on

The final balance weight is spot welded

into position.

The ‘worn prop’

the display and spot-welded this
in position (if you have ever had
your tyres balanced, the process
and machine is very similar).
The final figure achieved was
14.7grammes of imbalance
which, although better, really
proved Clive's point about hav-
ing a prop ‘trued’ as opposed to
balanced! The prop would nor-
mally be painted after this but
Bill said he would like to do this
himself and so after a day in
which this “old dog” was taught
new tricks and learnt alot too,
we set off for home. It was late
in the day and now we were
heading West and the low winter
sun was glaring in my eyes. |
closed them but only after say-
ing one word to Bill .....

“Trucks!!”
Bernard Fobinson

igures shown on the balancer panel.

Conclusion

After an experience | thought
not possible for the humble
propshaft, once painted, it was
time to refit this pristine beast.
Being extremely happy with the
new, thinner look, making fitting
somewhat easier and looking
less like a clumsy tube, we
wrapped the tube in paper
before sliding it back into the
tunnel to attach to the gearbox
and rear axle. | could not believe
when both front and rear were
not lined-up and had to undo
them to align flanges before
bolting up. Lesson: after all the
care the propshaft received, fit-
ting it wrapped in cotton wool
then frustratingly getting
annoyed as thing didn’t go right
the first time. That was the only

slip-up and after fitting it all back
together with care, including
sealing the tunnel cover (per-
haps another article), a road test
was naturally the order of the
day. Peter Williams having
helped throughout the day, was
eager to be co-pilot. The day
was ending early as they do in
mid-December and a wet film
was on the road. This was not
going to stop the test drive so
off we went only to meet flash-
ing lights from a fire engine and
policemen and cars dotted
around as a Mondeo had left the
road and the driver was being
cut out. Wow, not the time to let
the GT6 go and when exiting the
village, more than ever aware of
road conditions. We waited for a
sizeable gap and a
long straight, yes, a
long straight and no,
not a gap in the traffic
as the world was out
driving. Peter sat pas-
sively and waited for
the green light - | was
not going to disap-
point him. After a
quick 180, we
returned to an empty
straight and off we
went; 6000 in second
and third and settled
in fourth overdrive.
Yes, the vibration was
gone. Feeling relieved
and appreciating
immediate satisfac-
tion, Peter comment-
ed on possible vibra-
tion from the engine. Oh dear,
don't ruin the success! He is
right but this is a minor problem
(is'nt it?). Ok, over 5000 rpm
there was a small vibration but
the car is so clean that any small
inperfection will now show.
Result? A much better drive and
after further runs out, the GT6
was a much better car to drive -
sorting the propshaft should be
a priority for all. Now we have a
manufactured propshaft, should
the Club start to market them as
a universal shaft for all Club
cars? Speaking to members
watching the project unfold at
TSSC Headquarters, the answer
was an emphatic yes.

Watch this space . . .
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by Chris Mills —

l,”agylm has Forms for this purpose. As you will see the class has its own prize
introduced a structure, including cash and trophy awards for both the vehicle
‘user f”'end[y’ owner and the nominating club at the Grand Final on November
p . 7/8th at the N.E.C.
Club Class into its i
national Classic

Concours championship
for 1998. The class,
which will be separate
from the other more
familiar classes, is
exclusively for repre-
senlatives of one-make
car clubs.

It is targeted at Club
members whose cars are in
daily - or at least regular - use,
and the rules therefore stipulate
that all competing vehicles

must be drive at least 1,500
miles per year, to be verified by  The rounds are:

MoT certificates or insurance
records, and must not be @® Scottish May 17th Classic Autofair,
Doune, near Stirling.

trailered to the event (unless
re-war model). Additionally, in

» : Northern May 31st Tatton Park

Classic Car Show, Cheshire.

recognition of the fact-that
many of the entrants will use

Southern June 28th Pageant of Motoring,
Bromley, Kent.

@
the vehicle for a variety of club ®
events, the undersides will not
@® Special Round September 27th Brooklands
British Picnic, Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey.

be judged, as Autoglym wishes
Contact:

to attract those classic car
owners whose cars see regular

John Cole, Retrocar Ltd., P.O. Box 3652, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG12 9XJ Tel/Fax: 01344 642482

use on the road or at differing
Club events.
or Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Avenue,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4NL, for Entry Forms.

May | invite you to nominate
club representatives to take part
at each or some of the four
regional rounds of the
Autoglym Club Class? | have
pleasure in enclosing Entry
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SPORTS CARS

ONE OF THE LARGEST
STOCKS OF SPITFIRES/GTé6s
IN THE COUNTRY
FROM £500 TO £5000

a 1000s secoNDHAND
SPITFIRE SPARES

DISMANTLING
MK3/4/1500 SPITFIRE
[ GT6 MK2/3

NEW SPARES
GOOD DEALS ON HOODS
AND CARPETS
WE GIVE FREE PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
ON BUYING AND SELLING TRIUMPHS

TRIUMPHS WANTED

- ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED
RING ROBERT

Spring Clearance Sale
BIG REDUCTIONS

@ Ported & Big Valve Heads
@ Fully Modified Fast Road Engines

@ High Performance Ignition Systems

@® Sports Air Filters

@ Uprated Suspension

® Alloy Wheels & High Performance Tyres
@ High Quality Oils - Mineral & Synthetic
@ Uprated Brakes

@ Additional Instrumentation

@ Full Range of Competition Accessories

= 10 Sworder Close, Luton, LU3 4BJ.

Members currently
insured through
TSSC insurance

without a current

TS5C Valuation,

= THIS COVER IS ONLY
will be on S taktiiokioF

TSSC AGREED VALUE

Market zrsuewe
MEMBER CLAIMS
WHEN ON MARKET
Value
() nly.

VALUE OQMNLY.
ENSURE YOUR COVER IS
TSSC AGREED VALUE
WITH AN UP TO DATE
TSSC VALUATION.

DOI\I HOODS

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE!

DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS -
WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

@ BETTER THAN ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT QUALITY
@ STITCHED AND WELDED FOR MAXIMUM LIFE
@ WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE
@ ALL FASTENERS & FITTINGS INCLUDED
LEAFLET AND PRICE
LIsT CONTAC:
td
Don Trimming Co.
Harpton Road, Birmingham 8237}
Tel: 0121 373 1313

SOUTHERN SALES OFFICE

o,
Tel: 01202 417000 vy g MO o

24 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE — WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE I

MGOC Recommended /@ m .

FOR

TSSC Top Trader

\ SPORTS CAR SUPPLIES /
All new and used spares for

Spitfire . GT6 , Herald , Vitesse

FAST MAIL ORDER
FREE CATALOGUES
REBUILDING? RING FOR BULK DISCOUNT

FREE ADVICE

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8.30am

Collingwood Building, Quality Row,
| Swalwell, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 3AQ

gl Tel: (0191) 496 0522 |y
Fax: (0191) 488 4791
Or see the web site at http//www.zenith.uk.com/sports

. E-Mail: scs@zenith.abel.co.uk
HE B B EEEEEEES




hroughout the

Peking to Paris

Rally the
Vitesse performed
admirably and
completed the course
without any major
failures.

Contributing factors to this
success were good prepara-
tion, driving with mechanical
sympathy and thorough main-
tenance throughout the rally,
constantly checking and cor-
recting any faults before they
could develop into something
more serious. | thought it may
have be of interest to
document the faults and failures
that did occur, all of which are
listed here.

Day 1

The electronic trip that had
worked perfectly in the UK where
it had been refined on my Spitfire
to an accuracy of 5m, refused to
work on Zoom, continually
resetting to zero. The cause rather
stupidly not realised until after
the rally was the copper ignition
leads | was using causing electri-
cal noise! A small rusty streak
was spotted from the rear core
plug of the block. Cleaned back to
metal, all appeared OK, but to
play safe a bead of Araldite was
run around the joint . No more
problems.

Day 2

The horn wouldn’t work and was
traced to a blown fuse. This same
thing happened for the

next 3 mornings and then didn't
occur again. Tyre rub marks
became evident on the tops of
both the front and rear wheel
arches.

Day 3

Outer edge of front tyres starting
to scrub; too much positive
camber,

Day 6

N/S front damper top nut came
undone - no damping on rebound
and wearing a larger hole in the

spring fixing plate. Replaced with
a nyloc nut and Loctited in place.
Repeated on O/S damper.
Radiator header tank securing
bolts shaken loose.

Day 8

The windscreen wipers came on
of their own accord when going
over extremely rough roads.
Thought to be due to the wiper
motor being shaken so much that
the park switch was knocked of
its indent and started the motor.
After a series of screeching
noises, the speedo packed up, but
fortunately the trip still worked, -
now our only form of distance
measurement. Both front tyres
had rubbed through to metal on
the underside of the wheel arches
and were now also rubbing on

60 2

the front bulkhead.
Initial thoughts were
that the chassis had
bent up at the front or
both suspension units
had pushed rearwards
as a result of effective-
ly continuously going
over a series of
sleeping policemen at
speed. However
settled/collapsed front
springs were the
reason, which were
eventually replaced
with spares. At the
time a large hammer
had to be taken to the
front bulkhead just
behind the tyres, as
well as the wheelarch
flanges which were
knocked flush with the
wing. The sagging
springs did cure the :
earlier excessive positive camber
problem !

Day 9

A police jeep reversed into the

N/S front of the bonnet, cracking
the headlights which still worked
being fitted with a Halogen bulb.

Day 10
The video camera packed up.

Day 11

Exhaust hanger from the diff had
cracked and was replaced, but
also failed a week later however
the diff guard prevented the
exhaust falling down The gearbox
cover securing screws had
shaken loose, particularly around
the bulkhead. This continued
throughout the rally. The steel
cup washers at the top of both
front dampers were either pulled
through or badly buckled (Fig 2.)
and were replaced with thick
washers. However there were no
problems with the front and rear
gas dampers themselves, Others
that used oil filled dampers did
have problems- heat problems.
Both front whee! arches were
starting to crack around where

they were fixed to the bonnet tube as a result of the wheel arches
acting as bump stops ! Stiffer springs would solve this problem, but
would put more load into the chassis and shake the rest of the car
more. The spot welded top flanges of the N/S front suspension turret
started to buckle and split open from the spring/damper loads. {Fig 3}

Fig 3. Pt op Y
and buckle (Right flange)
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Need help’ fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

01799 584994

From a straight service to a full rebuild,
call Mike to discuss YO}I‘ car's needs.

We are GT6 and Spitfire Specialists and can restore your car to its original
condition, including all engine and mechanical work, electrical and
wiring faults, retrimming and classic Triumph paintwork.

We can also restore specific areas of your car if required , while you do
the initial stripping down and final fitting up.

For details or to arrange a Free Inspection and Estimate, ring the Workshop .

M. W. Restorations
.

Classic Car Specialist

SAFFrRoN WALDEN, ESSEX.

smooth application of
power around corners
efc.

Day 22

Fig 4. Bent OfS lower wishbone

Day 13

First flat tyre from bailing wire.
The 2 Jerry cans carrying fuel had
been leaking slightly from around
the filler and the spilt petrol had

spot welds

Day 19

Serious brake fade. Front bleed
nipple dust covers melted from
hot callipers. N/S rear trunnion

bush very badly worn and pick-up tru

collected in the bottom of the replaced.
spare wheel well where it
softened the rubber of the bottom Day 2 1 tube broke

spare tyre. Whether this had
made this spare unusable fortu-
nately never had to be put to the
test.

Day 14

The number plate feli
of. The plastic blades
of the engine fan were
drawn forward as we
passed through a river
and holed the radiator.
This had been a major
concern of mine and
had tried without
success to satisfactorily
fit an electric fan
before hand. The
original metal bladed
fan may have faired
better.

Day 16

O/S lower wishbone
bent by large rock -
straightened but spare
fitted anyway. Exhaust
and sills crushed by
large boulders.
Changed engine oil and
oil/air filters

N/S rear trunnion bush very badly
- worn again and replaced.
Accelerator cable oiled as it had
become very notchy causing jerks
to the drive train and preventing

arches acti

plated. Re-

Fig 5. Boulder d

- Excessive wear 0/S

track rod ball joint.
Transmission tunnel in
area of hand brake
lever, rubbing on
propshaft over rough
ground due to the
weight on the seats
bouncing up and
down on floor pan.
Unsuccessfully
attempted to crow bar
clear with scaffold bar
but later jacked clear

. with hydraulic wedge.

Day 23

O/S suspension turret
also split apart due to

suspension loads. Welded up.
Day 24

Bonnet ripped off by passing

ck, tied back on.

Bonnet ‘tubes’ ripped out of
wheel arches and O/S bonnet

n in half - failures

initiated by cracking due to wheel

ng as bump stops for

the tyres. Bonnet tube welded up
and reinforced, wheel arches

aligned bonnet for

clearance to tyres and headlight
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All units add £40.00 + VAT surcharge until
your old unit is returned or send your unit and
have you own unit done.

RECONDITIONED

RADIATORS EXCHANGE
Spitfire Narrow £58.95 + VAT
Herald Narrow £58.95 + VAT
Spitfire Full Width £68.95 + VAT
Herald Full Width £68.95 + VAT
Vitesse £89.50 + VAT
GT6 £85.50 + VAT
TR4 £85.00 + VAT
TR5/6 £85.00 + VAT
TR7 £75.00 + VAT

' SPORTSCAR l

RECONDITIONED BRAKE
CALIPERS EXCHANGE

TYPE 12 CALIPER
Early Herald
Spitfire I, IX
Vitesse 6
TYPE 14 CALIPER

Herald £45.00 each + VAT
Spitfire III, IV, 1500

TYPE 16P CALIPER

MKI Vitesse £45.00 each + VAT
MEKI GT6 MEKII early

TYPE 16PB IMPERIAL

Late GT6 MkII Early £45.00 each + VAT
MEIII GT6

TYPE 16PB METRIC

Late GT6 MKII £45.00 each + VAT

£45.00 each + VAT

- BEAT THIS! CAR CARPETS

® S YEARS GUARANTEE
FREE SOUNDPROOFING KIT WITH EVERY CARPET

SPORTS CAR HOODS. NOT MADE FROM UNSUPPORTED PLASTIC
WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE. FIND THE LOWEST PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE FOR VINYL ROOF KITS/HOODS o H'étlin ‘
INTER LININGS

YOUR CAR, KNOCK OFF £5 AND SEND US A CHEQUE OR QUOTE CARD
Available for ALMOST ANY car in

NUMBER.
PRICES INCLUDE VAT black, grey, dark blue, white, light/-
dark brown vinyl with leather grain

0 1 933 223602 finish. Raised saddle stitched
7 DAYS A WEEK.
Alfa Romeo, Alvis, American, Aston Martin,

seams. 5-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL
GUARANTEE — if it oses its ap-
FROM ONLY. pearance another will be sent FREE

’ . OF CHARGE. Al kits include
AU.dl, Augtm. Bedford, Bentley, BMW, FULL SET EASY 17_-552.50 CHROME LOOK EDGING, AD-
Bristol, Citroen, Colt, Daf, Daihatsu, ™ £s ess TO FIT DS HESIVE AND INSTRUCTIONS.

C o AN ANYBODY State type of car. SOUND
Datsun, Ferrar, Fiat, Ford, Healey, Honda, ase D YEAR MADE FROM PROOFING MATERIAL  FELT
Hyundai, Isuzu, Jaguar, Jeep, Jensen, Lada, GUARANTEE QUALITY TYPE %" thick, 54" wide, £5.50 per

Lamborghini, Lancia, Land-Rover, Limousines, Lotus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG,
Mini, Mitsubishi, Morgan, Nissan, NSU, Opel, Panther, Peugeot, Porsche,
Rover, Range-Rover, Reliant, Renault, Rolls-Royce, Saab, Seat, Skoda,

MATERIALS metre, add £4.50 P&P. Carpet on the
SPORTS CAR HOODS roif, 36" wide £7.50 per metre, 72"

MGB £85 - Midget £75  FROM ONLY wide £15 per metre.

Spitfire £75 £17.50 . HOODS. SUZUKI 413, 410,
Subaru, Sunbeam, Suzuki, Talbot, Toyota, Triumph, Vauxhall, Volkswagen, VivHer. £85 £4.50 P&P 22{;*;;3%,?;‘,2”;&%‘;‘;’;}}3

Velvo, Yugo. MOST CARS AVAILABLE. TR7 £85- TR6 £95  COMPLETE Fao.

‘Our products are advertised by us in motoring magazines in the Unites States, Canada, Australia, Germany, ltaly, Holland and Scandinavia.
PHONE 01933 223602. Quote name and address, post code, car, year, colour,
card number or CALL OUR DESPATCHER DIRECT on 01933 223602, 8am to 5pm Mon. to Friday, 8am to
12.30pm Saturday and Sunday. PRICES INCLUDE VAT. Send cheques/POs. 100% satisfaction or if returned
within 14 days, your money back. (Proprietor P.G. & S.M. Hughes).

MOTOR UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES, 14 ANNE ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS

MOT/UPH/496

alignment. Susceptibility of
bonnet easily going out of
alignment due to knocks and
affecting headlights, tyre and
radiator clearances is a problem
with the one piece design. Lorry
wheel ‘spinner’ scored O/S side
of car. O/S of front valance

"pushed back into wheel and 0/S

1/4 bumper knocked of by lorry.
N/S trailing arm putled through
outrigger. Failure not due to rust
but thin material gauge of pattern
outrigger. Outrigger plated over.
O/S trailing arm bracket securing
bolts loose.

Day 25

Speedo trip packed up - no
means of measuring distance
now. 2 headlights packed up con-
nectors on back of headlights had
shaken of.

Day 26

N/S top ball joint replaced. Front
brake pads worn to 1/4 mm -
replaced. Tear in steering rack
gaiter due to rubbing on lower
front wishbone mounting bracket,
repaired with inner tube and
super glue. Paint on O/S chassis
main rail behind rear lower
wishbone mounting bracket,
cracked. - possible chassis
cracking ? Air filters changed.

Day 29

Oil and filter changed. N/S engine
mount collapsed and replaced -
engine sump suspected of
banging on steering rack. O/S top
ball joint and track rod ball joint
replaced. Wheel! bearings
regreased and adjusted.

Day 30

Fuel filter changed. Carb float
chambers cleaned.

Day 31

One of the studs in the steering
column/dash upper clamp pulled
out allowing column movement.
Stud drilled out and pinned.

Day 32

High cruising speeds indicate
possible propshaft out of balance
probably caused by earlier
rubbing on the transmission
tunnel.

wheel arches / bonnet tube

Day 35

Cylinder head skimmed by
1.7mm to increase Compression
Ratio and power output. Oil and
filters changed. N/S track rod ball
joint changed. N/S rear trunnion
bush changed again housing
wear causing rapid wear of the
nylon bushes - O/S bushes not
changed throughout rally.

Day 36
Gearbox/clutch becoming noisy.

Day 37

Sloppy steering - excessive wear
in rubber rack mounts, lower
steering column coupling and
steering rack pinion back lash.
Fuel starvation in carbs on very
aggressive, tail out LH bends.

Day 38

Rear brake shoes changed.

Day 41

Brakes adjusted and almost
empty brake master cylinder
topped up.

Day 42 - Finish.

As can be seen the majority of
probiems wouid have not
stopped the car and would have
soldiered on to the finish, but
were replaced as part of “a taking
no chances” policy. The Vitesse
proved its metal and if | was to
do such a Rally again there would
be very few things | would
change; front springs that didn’t
settle, air filters that coped with
sand better and a means of incor-
porating an electric cooling fan.
Increased power would aiso have
been a benefit, either the 1600 cc
not detuned or a 2itr MK1, but
against this the increased
power/speed would have stressed
components more and may have
led to more failures. Something

to think about.




TO THE TRADE & RETAIL PUBLIC

MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOCKED

FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
10 BODY SHELLS

HERALD/VITESSE

Boot catch 611225....
Front lower valance 13/60 812210 ..
Front lower valance Vitesse 806600 O.E
Set of HT leads Vitesse ..
Stainless steel tread plate finishers Tnumph togo
Full white rubber bumper set
Caliper repair kit inc. pistons type 12..
Brake pads (early) GBP166 ....
Front wing plate 703627/8
Boot hinges
1200 front wing - L/H. R/H, 805826/7
13/60 front wing inc. rear strip, 713267/8
Vitesse front wings
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338,
Complete door assembly (902256/7)
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance
1200/13/60 rear centre valance .
Sills 803070/803071 ..........
Herald 13/60 front panel 812140 .
Pedal rubbers 122289 .
Early Vitesse carburettor (Solex) front.
Bonnet corner moulding 706161/2
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 .
Tread plates ..........
Rear overriders (703708/9) .
Set of 8 front suspension bushes (119451)
Inlet manifold banjo bolt (145155) .
Fuel gauge Vitesse 2 litre Mk | 145700.
Petrol tank sender 13/80 est. 127814 .
R/H engine bay valance 1200 13/60 903155
Upper rear wing (estate) 804432 ..
Vitesse inner sealed beam light unit GLUA 05
Hand brake front cable 121766 .
Hoods original ICl flame re(ardant
Hoods vinyl inc. zip out window .
BPoor hinges 607824 o
Door to glass weather strip ...
inner front wheel arch, left hand/right 903 075/6
Wheet arch to bulkhead seal 704033 .
Set of 4 SparkPlugs 1200 and 12/50 .
Universal joint with grease nipple .. .£6.00
Windscreen washer/wipers pump-switch. .£45.00
Herald recon exchange drive shaft assembly inc. shoss £130 each
Rear drive shafts ..£52.50
All chassis oumggers/slde rail/ boot extension LE13. 50 each

SPITFIRE Mkl & 1l & 11

-£45 each
75.00 exchange
£17.50 each
.£27.50 each
-£25.00 each

£19.50 per callper
£9.50 a set
...£6.50 each
.£18.00 per palr
-.£75.00
E57. 50 each
.£70.00 each
.£40.00 each
.£160.00
.£32.50 each
.£35.00 each
.£13.50
.£37.00 each
-£2.50 each
.£29.50

.£26.50 each
..£2.50
22 50 set

Spit Mk side lamp mounting panel (910157/8).
New overdrive propshaft (210985/218952)
Front shock absorbers (GSA265).............
Left/Right hand front outer wheslarch 903137/8
Left/Right hand front inner wheelarch 706548/9
Nearside/offside front wings 907154/5 903088/9
Rear valance lamp panel 569900
Battery box 806707
Rear lamp assembly 208532/217025 .
Recon brake caliper 210988/210987

Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663.
Speedo cable GSD165 ...
Speedo cable O/D GSD113
Vinyl hood Mklil inc. zip window
Hood Mkil original ICt flame retardant inc.zip window
Lef/Right bonnet hinge tubes 811679/811680

Spitfire Mkill complete bonnet assembly........
Spitfire Mkl bootlid steel 575787
Front competition road springs 209033
Hard top rear screen 807499
Door skins
Dash top cover 706569

’ SPITFIRE MkIV & 1500

.£87.50 each
9.50 each exchange

£45.00 exchange
.£20.50 each

-£129.00
.£25.00 each
..£60.00

Rear wing LH/RH repro .
Git pump TKC 1974 ..
Universal joint with grease nipple
Hard top rear screen 819959/XKC3641 .
Stainless stesl tread-plate finisher Triumph logo
Transverse rear suspension leaf spring 159640 .
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 613666.. .
Front suspension vertical link and trunnion assembly
Front bumper . .

Handbrake front cable 121766

Wishbone bushes 119451 (set of 8)
GIRLINGBrake master cylinder .
Dash top cover 815281
Brake caliper offside/nearside 159130/1
Rear valance 908970
Nearside/offside sill 203097/8 OE .
Nearside/offside sill 203097/8 Non OE
Sill reinforcement panet L/H and R/H 806634/5
Inner sill L/H and R/H 806638/9
Headlamp support panel assembly L/H and R/H 818871/2 .
Bonnet hinge tubse R/H 911108 ..o

Rear inner/inner wheelarch, L/H and R/H 725563/4 €
Front quarter valances offside and nearside (815391/2) .. 45.00 each
Seat covering set. Black cloth houndstooth material,complete car set OE .....£98.00
Knee pad L/H and R/H 719391/719401 .£6.00 each
Steering joint 142140/FAM 1718 . .£16.50 each
Heater valve 724021 . .£29.50 each
Rear lamps 216932/216933 TKC841/TKCo4 .£35.00 each
Front shock absorbers GSA364............ .£20.00 each
Air filter assembly including filters 217822.
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774.
Speedometer 218815 fate MkiV
Brake disc 208715
Stub axie UKCE97
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719
Front wheelarch inner L/H and R/H 909797/8
Front wheelarch outer L/H and R/H 909351/2 ..
Steel boot lid 911327 .
Front wings 909663/4.

.£40. 00 each

-..£23.00
£53.00 each exchange
-£19.50 each
.£30.00 each
.£20.00 each
-£6.00 each
.£12.50 each

L£32.50
.£29.50 each
...£27.50 each
£150.00 each
.£23.00 each
.£25.00 each
...£E4.50
-£10.00 each
£9.50 each
.£10.00 each
-£60.00
£55.00
£4.00 each
.£41.00 each
.£41.00 each
.£29.50 each
(£25.00 each
.£65.00
£130.00
.£85.00
.£10.50
£12.50
...£13.50
£20.00 each
35.00 each
£32.50
.£35.00 each
.£15.00 each

Sitt end plate (front) 706422/3 .
Aear wing rear repair panel
Rear wing front repair panet
“A” post lower panel filler {/H and R/H 706288/9
Half floor L/H and R/H Deep Pressing.
8oot floor ...
Door interior release Bezel L/H and R/H 819803/4 .
Exterior door handle L/H and R/H chrome 915633/4.
Exterior door handle L/H and R/H black YKC2837/8 .
Window regutator L/H and R/H 911271/2 .

Hard top rear screen seal 911040 .
Carpet set
Hoods original IGI flame retardant inc. zip window .
Hood vinyl inc. zip window.
Suspension top ball joint GSJ155
Front wheel bearing kit GHK1021
Rear wheael bearing kit GHK 1029..
Clutch release bearing carrier assembly 213032
Window regulator glazing channel L/H and R/H 706789/90.
Rear outer wheelarch 909661/2
Camshaft RKC 3305 Repro
Door hinges 607824 ...
Distributor cap GDC136
Outriggers L/H and R/H 209398/9
Front outriggers 209398/9

£12.50 each

Bonnet assembly Mkiil 913766
Petrol tank cover board (Mk 1 and 1) 710703
Boot floor carpet Mkt and 11 810841 ............
Driver's sun visor Mkl 815384
Main carpet early Mk il new tan 81 9813
Main carpet late Mkl new tan 822633 ...
Main carpet Mk 11l black 822631

Rear quarter light seal L/H new tan Mkl 820613
R/H front suspension vaerticat link (209072)..
Noarside/offside front wing Mk Il 908113/4
New crankshaft 308034 ........................
Front side/flasher lamp assembly 155416
R/H front overrider GT8 Mk | 710717 ...
Rotoflex coupling 152273
Steering lock 216449/ UKC2719 .
Front shock absorbers
Dash venser set Mk [l 820073 ....
Quarter light seat front 1L/H 574098
Clutch pedal and box assembly 217431 .
Courtesy light switch 627745,
Rear brake shoes Mkl and it and M of
Set of high performance HT leads.......
Recon exchange water pump GWP201

.£25.00 each
.£20.50 each
.£32.50 each
-£20.50 each

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carrlage extra.

siast'’s Insuranc

Please quote orlginal part number if available. It will help us to help you.

Caliper repair kit inc. piston
Bonnet hinge pivot box (RKC362/3) .
Spitfire rear lamp panel (716182)
Stainless steel oversill kit £39.00 kit
Handbrake cable end fork (104749)
Early/late rear drive shaft . -
Windscreen rubber chrome insert (917248/9) £32.50 per set
Windscreen aperure pansi drip channel
Waterpump 216939/GWP 128 .

.£28.50 each

Complete range of overdrives built by ex-laycock engineer, POA.
o range of coll springs to fit all models £20.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.
T.D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.
STATION HILL, OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9J4X.

TEL: 01952 619585/620434 FAX: 01952 610510.

¢

Foorman James
TEL.G121 561 4196
FAX 0128 559 9203

‘WATERFALL LANE CRADLEY HEATH
‘WEST Mintanos Bé4 6PU

(0

BABRIINE

MAY BANK
HOLIDAY

NEC

BIRMINGHAM

TICKET HOTLINE
0121-767 4767

Classic
MO

Monthly

E@ Telephone:

INTERNATIONAL] 01484 660622
AUCTION

Classi
M

Adults £8.00 each, Over 65’s £6.00 each, 4-16 years £3.00 each
Saturday 2nd, Sunday 3rd & Monday 4th open 9.30am - 5.30pm.

Sponsored oy

Organised by

CENTRE
EXHIBITIONS |
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COLLECTION AT

- THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MEET
Ring TSSC HQ with your regtiirements

01858 434424 -Last orders by 8th of May

Sponsored
by Classic
Car Weekly

£1.50 OFF

To Triumph Sports Six Club Members

Present this voucher when you apply for
1998 tickets and one adult will receive £1.50
off the cost of the advance adult price to Spring
Autojumble and Classic Car Show.

for imeimbars' carsinAte t0 Concours condition 1o

- display on e Cliub stands. .
May 2nd, 3rd & 816 NEC. . International Classic Motor Show
May 9th & 10th Beaulieu Spring Autojumble, Hampshire

May 30th & 31st Gaydon, . 75th Anniversary of Triumph
Celebrations.

If you would like to make your car available, please contact
John Muggleton at: TSSC H.Q. 01858 434424 for further details.

; . M Novak membership number 94146520
 G. L. Cormack membershiv numper 9344712

. One voucher required per ticket Correct answer:  There was 54 ‘Official Areas’
< Voucher not valid in conjunction with family ticket or day/s of the event.

SPRING AUTOJUMBLE "98
ADVANCE TICKETS ORDER

Name:
Address:

Tet:. The following catalogue
Fax: prices appeared incorrectly.

FREE ANNIVERSARY STICKER [z I
| Kids T-shirt
WITH TRIUMPH WORLD! v ere —

To mark the 75th Anniversary of Triumph Cars there’s a 2 Dey Child @1000

Car logo Sweatshirts
available in m/l/xt

f - - less (with rel ber of vouchers) enclosed £2.50 navy/green/red/black
terrific free commemorative sticker on the cover of the e e ad@prp o o
current issue of Triumph World (April/May, No.19). TOTAL COST £ - Team Triumph £18.95
There’s also a free, easy to enter competition, where one lucky reader will win a Please make cheques payable to: MONTAGU VENTURES LIMITED
case of Wyndham Estate TR2 wine from Australia! or debit my Access/Visa card. No. Page 47 WlUT I
Plus, there’s all the latest information about the Triumph 75th Anniversary T T OT T Ir
celebration event at Gaydon on May 30/31, and the usual collection of top quality e date Exoiry Date /
features about T"umph cars. Pricueeabt:le ;pplies to advance ticket sales only.p .
ON SALE AT ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS NOW OR ORDER BY MAIL: Send £3.25 (£4 overseas surface, £5 airmail) to Full payment is required at time of booking. No refunds available. Advance bookings

CHPublications (TW), PO Box 75, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 7XF. Tel: 01737 814311; Fax: 01737 814591; must be received by Friday fst May to allow sufficient time to process.
e-mail: chp@chp.ltd.uk; website: www.chp.itd.uk. Send your Ticket Order to: Dept. SA/TSSC,

Chegues payable to ‘CHPublications Ltd". Visa/Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Amex/Switch/Delta accepted. John Montagu Building, Beaulieu, Brockenhurst, Hants SO42 72N,
Tel: 01590 612888 SAITSSC

www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/offers.htm




iall. Firstly |

must apologise

that some of the
photes in my March
report seemed to get a
bit juggled around,
not my fault, honest!
Not a great deal to report
on this month, except
that I have received a
couple of letters from
twe members impressed
with my Vitesse, as it
appeared in issue no.18
of Triumph World.

Interestingly, they both wrote
on 18th February... Simon
Baldwin writes from East
London,with this photo of his
own Vitesse, (photo.1).

He offers his congratulations
on getting my Vitesse on the
road, he regrets that he isn’t
currently an ‘International
Member” as such, his car getting
no further than Folkestone so
far, (it'’s not much further to
Belgium really!), although he
bought it in 1994, intending to
take it abroad that summer. He
reflects that there has always
been something stopping him
since then! He telis us about his
car, which is a 2L Mk.2
Convertible with overdrive. He
says that his car has had a
couple of modifications. “|
compared it to a Matra-Simca
Bagheera, if you remember that
(Courier) article?” “| also added

You ma

ews%'ytgd. .

,i,‘c'l;yit cost a lot?

vy grade
steel, not )
inless steel...

by Léon Guyot —

Cosmic (Mk.2) Alloy wheels,
after seeing Léon's Herald in
Classic & Sportscar magazine
around October 1994, The article
in Triumph World has encour-
aged me to press on, but” {(he
sensibly says) “will attempt not
to spend as much on his car, as
Léon felt obliged to.” (good
stuff, hindsight!) Simon asks
how difficult the seats were to
fit? And if they came from a par-
ticular XJ6? He thinks they “look
brilliant on the car!” (photo.2)
This photo is the only one | have
showing the seats during trial
fitting, back in July 1994.

They were taken from a 1977
Jaguar XJ6-series |l, so far as |
recall. However,l took the idea
from the TSSC Surrey Area
Organiser: Tom Longley's well
known automatic Vitesse
Convertible, although his seats
are from A Jaguar XJ6C, and
unlike mine, they lean forward,
as well as recline, making

general access to the rear seats

somewhat easier.

This shot (photo.3) shows
the alterations to the floor-pan
required to fit the superb
bearing race Jaguar seat-
runners, basically,
narrowing of the
propshaft tunnel,
from the rather
awkward original
half-cone shape as
original, c/w two
simple box sections
running transversely
across the car at the
front of the floorpan/
seats, and a couple
of turrets to the rear,
all with captive nuts.
Newton Commercial
didn't have too
much difficulty
fitting one of their
superb steam-
moulded carpet sets
around these modifi-
cations, and | was
careful not to alter
the gearbox tunnel,
as the carpet fit is

« .the sei

race I unne

more critical in
that area. In use,
the seats are very
comfortable
indeed, and per-
sonally, | prefer
the patina of 21
year old seats to
newly recovered
seats, it gives the
car a more
"homely/ classic
feel’, although, |
appreciate that
the old stitching
is starting to
‘give’ in a couple
of places. It is
worth noting that
you should avoid
the Jag’ seats
with the narrow
one inch? Wide
strip, leather seat-
base covers,
because they
have twice as much stitching to
give way, as the later wider,
two+ inch? Wide strip, leather
seat-base covers. Simon goes on
to ask about the Mike-The-Pipe
exhaust, (photo.4)

Did it cost a lot? {yes, but it is
heavy grade mild steel, not
stainless steel, and required a
good deal of modification in
order to get a perfectly satisfac-
tory fit), you'll have to ask Mike
{Randall), aka Mike-The-Pipe. My
manifold is a modified version
of the TR6PI manifold, | believe,
and flows rather better than the
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proprietary brands, but | fitted it
in order to best match my
special Camshaft), since getting
it to fit properly, it hasn't caused
me any problems. | assume that
Simon was in fact asking about
the manifold and not the rest of
the system which is TSSC/ Bells
full Sports Stainless Steel, as
seen here in this photo.
(photo.5).

Simon says that he has a
“Triumph Tune manifold which
eats manifold gaskets for
breakfast,and doesn't stay
sealed for more than a
couple of weeks at a time”
(perhaps it needs some
more ‘work’ to make it fit?)
Finally, he asks about
driving impressions? There
were none in the Triumph
World article. How fast is
it? How does it compare
with a standard Vitesse?
Good questions Simon,
but still difficult to answer,
because by the time | got
to Stafford, my car had
about 1400 miles on it,
and even now, it has only
2690 miles from new.

The engine is just
beginning to ‘loosen up’
as up to 2500 or so,
everything was still, at
this stage very tight.

As you can appreciate,
a car made up from so
many new/ modified
parts is something of a
‘prototype’ until I've
sorted various teething
problems, like the
melting Lucas Stag fuse

box, {replaced by Bosch/ Hella
with 12 Ceramic fuses), and the
twin S.U. fuel pumps which
turned out to be non-self
priming, and were replaced by
much better Facet Electric
Pumps. The Triple Weber
Carburettors (photo.6) still need
to benefit from the services of a
good rofling road/ dynometer,
but first, | must redesign/
improve the triple Weber-
linkage kit/ throttle linkage/
cables etc, to make everything

run more smoothly, before the
tuning commences.
The Oil cooler radiator is due

to be moved, as it is too low/
‘vulnerable and the new Limited-

Slip Differential requires some
adjustment as it has developed
an annoying whine.

| also discovered that the oil
smoke from the exhaust was

_being caused by the oil feed

hose to the rocker mechanism,

~and as soon as it been removed,

the rather worrysome oil smoke

had ceased.

I managed to effectively

prevent excess engine heat from

entering the passenger compart-
ment by insulating the gearbox
tunnel on the gearbox side, a tip
many GT6 owners have also
found very useful, although it's
not such a problem in a
Convertible Vitesse, | must
admit. But apart from that it
drives beautifully, and does at
feast 100 mph, and yes, it does
accelerate rather nicely, and
goes through the gears very
quickly indeed. | know it’s all
pretty subjective at present, but |
can say that it does about 17
mpg, which should improve to
20-22 mpg once tuned. | have a
friend in the USA with a TR6 on
triple Webers in a similarly
untuned state which also
does 17mpg... and yes |
will go and fill up both
tanks before the budget
on 17th March, likewise

Vitesse owners across the

UK, I suspect.

Finally, Simon says that
he is sure there are
Vitesse enthusiasts all
over the land asking
questions like these...

Well, | hope these

answers help you, and if
you want more, I'll see you
at Gaydon on 30/31st May
or Stafford in July.

Thank you Simon, for
your kind words, and rest
assured, as soon as | am
financially able, | carry on
improving my Vitesse, it
never really stops though,
does it?

The second letter is from
Paul Mackie of Plymouth,
who kindly congratulates
me on a wonderful looking
example of the Vitesse, a
model which he is presently
restoring. He is apparently
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seeking bumper mouldings,
wheels, the trim above the rear
light lenses, and the grille.
Well, Paul, my new Vitesse
bumper ‘mouldings’ were
collected from hunting around
autojumbles over about ten
years, but they all seem to have
dried up now, so | suggest you
perhaps buy a set of reasonable
trims from a TSSC autojumble
like the South of England Meet
in May, or Stafford in July, and

have them re- :
polished and/ or re- -
anodised in Satin-finish silver
per the original finish. If the
inevitable scratches are not too
deep, they will still polish up
remarkably well.

You can do without the
anodising, but it is recommend-
ed as it will protect the alloy
from corrosion.

Remember, polishing is quite
cheap, and anodising is done in
batches, so it might be worth
having a couple of sets done at
once, for spares or resale? Or
perhaps get together with
another local Vitesse owner in
your area? John Kipping also

re-manufactures the often
damaged 'straight’ sections at
the front and back of the car.
Wheels, My wheels are 5.5” x
13” Dunlop India Chromed
wheels designed for the TR7 &
Spitfires. They are a very tight
squeeze under the Vitesse whee-
larches, and weigh in at a heavy
22Ib. In all honesty, | would
recommend 4.5” x
13" wire wheels

nv

nice | L

certain that the offset is correct,
so that you don't run in to
clearance problems.

Trim over the rear light
lenses, (I assume you mean the
inverted V-piece), | think these
aren't such a problem?

Try Kippings, Fitchetts, Mick
Dolphin or Six Spares... The
Grille: Oh dear, I'm afraid the
Vitesse 6/ Mk.1 Grille's have long
since vanished in new condition,
{mine was a very lucky find,
thanks to Bob Rowland who had
one spare.) | can only suggest

you advertise, ring all the
regular advertisers and specialist
breakers in the classified section
of The Courier, and hunt around
TSSC autojumbiles.

Even a reasonable unbroken
old grille can be salvaged
nowadays, you'd be surprised
what can be achieved.

I'll send you some more infor-
mation that may help you, as
soon as | get a moment, also be
sure to ask for me at the TSSC
stand at Gaydon, or event
control at Stafford.

Finally, as I've only

shown bits i’ pieces of my

Vitesse above, here's a nice
summery picture (photo.7) of
my car, taken last July at the
excellent TR Register
International event down at
lovely Shepton Mallet in
beautiful Somerset...

Happy Days!

ps. Please send me some more
material before next month
everyone, or I'll be forced to
bore you with more about my
Vitesse again! Until next month

drive safely! Léon. ﬂ
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This article
first appeared
in Cars & Car
Conversions,
Feb 1968.

hen the finished

product is such

a desirable
property it’s difficult to
understand why only one
firm, really, specialises
in the large-scale radical
funing of Standard
Triumph products.

The sporting Triumphs are
really very satisfactory as they
stand, but none of the big five
has yet turned out a car which
wasn’t the better for a little
skilled: attention here and there,
if only to make your Bloggs-
mobile a bit different from all
the others in the road. When the
skilled attention is given by SAH
Accessories, of Linslade,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds., the
finished product is likely to be a
very individual fast'car as we've
just discovered in'the course of
a road test of Syd Hurrell's Stage
3 tuned Triumph GT6.

Quite apart from anything else
{and there's a lot else) this car
has Tecalemit Jackson SAH fuel
injection, a scheme which gets
rid of carburettors and which is
all-the gothese days:

The Triumph GT6, for those
who don't actually have the
information at their finger-tips, is
a sort of highly developed
Spitfire (i.r.s,; two seats and so
onj with a six-cylinder Triumph
2000 two-litre go-department, in
standard form this has a 9.5t0 1
compression ratio, two 150 CD
Stromberg carbs and squirts out

>

in the
bleak mid-winter -
the SAH "Le Mans” front end
gives the GT6 a fresh approach,
as you might say. {(above)

95 b.h.p. at five thousand. Top
whack is about 120, and it gets
from rest to 60 in just under 10
seconds, and from rest to 80 in
about 17:

By the time Syd Hurrell has
finished:with it, the engine is still
two litres, but this is about all
you can say. The:cylinder head
has been reworked to.SAH
Stage 2, which involves raising
the compression ratio t6 10.5 to
1, modifying, balancing and
polishing the combustion
chambers and ports, and

fitting oversized inlet

valves. A six-branch

exhaust manifold is

fitted, the SAH 26

camshaft (20-60

timing) goes‘in, with

special valve springs,

and the carburettors

are, of course,
replaced by the TJ

fuel injection

equipment. Then
there's an oil cooler and a Lucas
sports coil.

On “our” car, even this was
not all. We got a car with a twin-
silencer assembly, Armstrong
adjustable dampers front and
rear, Minilite 5 '/2J magalloy
wheels with 165 x 13 Cinturatos
and spacers at the front, and a
very smart glassfibre bonnet
section called the “SAH Le
Mans”, which fairs-in the head-
lights, does away with
the standard

Obviously, if you use too much
urge on ice then you're going to
g get wheelspin and a
wagging tail, but the
car is always
controilable.

the GT6; the com-
bination of valve timing
and valve size would ordinarily
mean a car with a distinct
distaste for proceeding at low
r.p.m. with smooth behaviour,
but the flexibility imparted by
the injection arrangement gets
rid of all this, and if you don't
believe us, try banging the loud
pedal wide open from about

GT6 “power bulge” and adds a
set of louvres to the scutile sides
<to help keep down the under-
bonnet temperature. in side the
car, the driver's seat mountings.
are altered to give more rake to
the seat backrest and, on the

car we tried, :
an oil temper-
ature gauge,

enormous
steel pressing; the engine mods
are reckoned to give an increase
of 50-odd b.h.p. which means
that there’s a fair bit of extra
power {0 put on the road,
although we had
no wheelspin
even when
taking perfor-

plus an addi- n]et}‘fmn Is mance figures, 1,200 revs. in gverdrivlg top! T(;\e
tional oil tem- i for which results are rather startling;-an
peratur:a t tg"/es an purpose we in fact the engine pulls smoothly

from lower speeds than this in
the same highest-available ratio:

found it best to
drop the clutch

gauge, were
fitted on the

out of gear below this speed.
The same flexibility showed up
in the middle-range; too, where
acceleration in'top or overdrive
top from; say, 65-70 miles an
hour (3,000 r.p.m.in"overdrive
top) was similar to the effect of
trying the same thing inthe
standard GT6 in, say, third gear.
Now yer see:it, now yer.don't.
For most people - certainly
most enthusiastic drivers - this
business of tooling about at zero
revs in high gears is largely
academic, and what interests
most of us most of all is how the
thing steps off. As we indicated
at the beginning of this aiticle,
the standard GT6 ain't no
slouch, so that any improvement
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The replace-
ment bonnet
probably
doesn’t have
much aerodynamic effect but it
certainly saves a fair-sized slab
of weight (around 40 Ib.) by
doing away with an

usually suggest
top-end power -
and don't run.
away with the idea that the SAH
car hasn't got any of this, ’'cos it
has. But it might also suggest a
tack of flexibility; which is where
the petrol injection affair starts
to do its stuff. We've explained
many times before in these
ages that the big
advantage of fuel
injection' is not that it
gives an instant
increase in urge, but
that it'rnakes it-to
take advantage of
other mods which
do. This is what
happens in the case

dash, plus a o in at about 5,000  This isn't practical Pecaﬂuse the
control for the tthﬂf ” r.p.m. A hotter tickover speed on our®car was
Kenlowe - 5 l camshaft and 1,200 r.p.m. and obviously it
electric fan. pral:llca big inlet valves _would not run smoothly in or
w7
6{- L




TEL 01858 434424
FAX: 01858 431936

RESHOP MANUALS HANDBOOKS

Herald 1200 (aII madals) . £19. Herald 120t . £24. Harald 1200/12/50. . . . HAYNES Worksnor MANUALS
Herald 13/80. . . .. ... . £18. Harald 13/6 -£24.95 § Merald 13/50. . ...£5.50 R SPITFIRE /VITESSE / GT6 / HERALD. . . £16.95
Vitesse 1600/.’ LirMKd. . . .. Heraid (all mlnfcls) German . £32.95 Vitesse 6’ . ................... £5.50 § SU Carburettors . ............... £16.
Vitesse 2Lr Mk Il . . . ... E18. te K -£24.95 Vitesse Mk | ...£5.50 § Strombsrg Carburattors . .
GT6 Mk 1 & Mk il . . . £24.95 Vitesse If . £5.50 § Weher Carbaretiors. . ............
GTG Mk il . . .£33.95 § GT6Mki
GT6 Mk i . . .. .£24.95 § GT6 Mk il
Spittire 47101 .£24.95 § GT6 Mkl .
Spitfire IV. . . .£21.95 | Spitire 4. ...
Spitlire IV/150 Dui . £33.00 § Spittire Mk Il .
Spitfire 1500. . . . . . £21.85 § Spittire Mk Il . £7.00 § GT6 1966/1974. . .
L. . £22. Spitfire 1500 Germ; .£33.00 | Spitie Mk IV . .. ... . £5.50 § GT6 Gold Portfollo

...... ... £22. Spl'ﬂm 1V/1500 French. . .£33.00 | Spittire Mk IV  German . ... £7.00 § Spitfire 1962/1980 .

TRZTAR3........... . £29.50 § Spitlire 1500. .. ... ... ... £5.50 | Spitfire Gold Porttolio ... ........ £14.95
TRYMA. .. .. .. .

» . £38. TR4/TRAA. . . £5.
....... L8277, “g5.50 § 1R23 1952/50. el £9.95
TR6. ... .. ... £5.50 § TR2/3 Gold Portfalio . £14.95

Mt bookshopdthe studiodemon.co.uk
httphmthestudmdemoncoukfoookshophﬁnl

1st FOR ALL YOUR BOOK REQUIREMENTS

TRIVMPHB00KSHOP . e

. £5.50 BROOKLANDS BOOKS

... £5.50 § Vitesse/Herald 1959/71. . . .. .. ... .. £9.95

... E5.50 § Vitesse 1962/71 . .
. £5.50 § Herald 1959/1971.

Cllesses | 7.l lean . .. £5.50 § TR & TRS & 250. L £9.95
................... £t TR Gold Portfolio 4,95
]

........ e24. L. g5.50 | TRIB 1975761 . . .
. .. TR7 Goid Portfolio

WD ...... gt GLOVEBOX WORKSHOP MANUALS 500, .

. L. £23.95 X Spittire Glavebox Manual . . . . ... ... £7.95 | Dolomite Sprint road fests afc. .. ... ..
.............. .95 \ TAS/5 Glovebox Manual ... ...

#EMLWVITESSE SPITFIREARTE - METALWH”IIG sach
Practical Classtes Rustoratlan of THomph Stag |
Praclieal Classics Rextoration of TRIUMPH. mﬁ

M. W. Restorations
( Technical Tip of the MO%tIO?

If you have to change the windscreen of your Triumph,
always check the labels first!

The screen will be marked either ‘Laminated’ or
‘Toughened’ (or ‘Hardened’). If it has no markmgs,
you can assume that it’s toughen

if you do
the b

(Figures in brackets relate to % T
standard Triumph GT6) EIERR AR

A\
\
Y
\
X}

Maximum speed (approx.): 120 m.p.h. {110) - [ ; V PT e
‘ AT

Acceleration: 0-30 3.2

A

e
=)

SPEED -Milethr

Fuel cansumption: 22 m.p.g. i
overall (26 m.p.g.) LA

Cost of engine conversion, £238. B
Mag-alloy wheels and spacers, £69. e o
Le Mans bonnet (unsprayed) £53. L R ‘
Extra gauges, £70. Kenlowe fan £17.11.6. AR Ly } H ; } AN IRIRENRE
Armstrong adjustable dampers £21.18.0. 0 B E— .
Dual silencer assembly, £9.15 s.o. TIME - Seconds

PERFORMANCGE FIGURES

the standard GT6 maximum of
110 or so.

With this much performance
the car obviously has to handle
alright. We were able to examine
this in some detail because the
Met. Office had the kindness to
lay on rain, freeze and snow, in
quick succession, within a
couple of hours of the car

is going to add up to a very
sharp old motor indeed. With
the SAH car, you reach 90 in the
same time as the standard
product gets to 80, and 80
comes up in the standard car’s
70 time. And in the lower ‘
registers, you have a car which
rockets to 60 from a standstill in
under nine seconds, with no
wheelspin or ungentlemanly coming into our possession.
fireworks. You take the revs to The standard car has pretty
around “five”, drop in the " good handling characteristics
clutch and apply right foot, and portant in these Castellated within the limits of swing-axle
suddenly you're a quarter of a days, but you can say that the i.r.s., of course, and we were
mile down the road. Fabulous. SAH conversion puts the best interested to see that apart from
Actual top whack is a bit unim- part of ten miles an hour on to the items mentioned above -

i i wide rims, fat tyres and

In the engine room - picture adjustable dampers - the SAH
shows the fuel injection boys had left it alone. Obviously,
set-up, which is why there if you use too much urge on ice
ain’t no carths! : then you’re going to get
wheelspin and a
wagging tail, but
the car is always
controllable

and on better
adhesion the
extra urge is
never an embar-
rassment. In
fact, you could
sum this car up
as avery

' desirable high-
 speed touring
carriage indeed.

Lik
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I's January the
first, year 2,000

and you pull into

the petrol station.
Have your noticed
anything amiss?

That's right, all the pumps
only have Green hoses
coming from them. That is
all the petrol companies
have to do to comply with
the law, buy some extra
green hose.

Never happen? Have you
bought a T-bone steak
lately? Yes, it is that easy
and it is going to happen.
But you still want to drive
your Club car don’t you? As
I'see it, you'll need a
permanent solution.

Solutions at present seem
to be few. You can run
leaded cars on unleaded
fuel if your valves and seats
have a good coating of lead

on them but what happens if you have to recut your valve
seats and grind your valves back in and you can’t buy
leaded fuel anymore? Fuel additives can be used but in the
year 2,000 a dispenser will be required at the pumps and
will garages cater for us happy, happy few?

An unleaded head conversion is a permanent answer and
fine for the majority of us but large valve heads such as
the Mkll 2-litre leave little room for inserts to remain
seated in prolonged use. We all want a permanent answer.
Maybe the trade sector will wake up and provide that
answer or lose their businesses, as if we can’t use our
cars, they won't wear out and nobody will buy any parts
as there will be no point.

What technology do new cars use and can we use it?
Could cylinder heads be recast using this material? Can
somebody with some extensive knowledge and proven
test records write and inform us of the options available
for permanent use on our cars? Remember if the answer is
not easily achieved, | believe those with little technical
skill will leave what is essentially to most only a hobby.

A worrying trend in the trade that | have seen growing is
to cater for later models of modern cars to create new
markets of modern classics! Whatever the answer, don't
leave your car conversion too late, the clock is ticking.

Happy Millenium!
Bernard (Ed) @@

31



CLuB HEADQUARTERS

The following services are available
from the Club headquarters.

ISSC Servic

es & Officers

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own spe-
cific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following officers
is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or the TSSC in
the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.

TECHNICAL SECRETARY
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone,

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£32.00 UK £34.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

Gwent. NP6 2JR. Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)

HERALD 948/1200

Bob Westgarth 12 Palmer Road, Belle Vue, Carlisle,

RENEWALS
£30.00 UK £34.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TSSC - Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936

e-mail: tssc@tssc-hg.demon.co.uk
http: /Iwww.tssc-hg.demon.co.uk/TSSC.html

Cumbria, CA2 7NE. Tel: 01228 525227

HERALD 13/60

Phil Willson, 37 The Grove, North Cray, Sidcup,
Kent. DA14 5NG. Tel: 0181 302 0059 (7-9pm only)

Brett Dennis, 284A Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon,
Herts. EN11 ORX. Tel: 01992 448542 (7-9pm)

SPITFIRE Mk IV/ 1500

John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,
Camberley, Surrey. GU16 6DS.

VITESSE 1600/ Mk I/ 1l

Mac Reynolds, ‘Burrows Mill’, Beeny.,

TSSC INSURANGE QUOTATIONS
FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
TEL: 0121 561 6262 FAX: 0121 559 0814

VALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI SQUIBBS

TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OHL.

Mike Scott, ‘Brambles’ 4, Blackberry lane, Cowes,
Isle of Wight. PO31 7RB. Tel: 01983 293650

Bruce Pilbrough, 16 Arnhem Rd., Preston,
Lancs. PR1 4QL. Tel: 01772 791378 (7 -9pm)

SPECIALS

TSSC HANDBOOK -
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228

Trevor Collett, 25A, Greenacres, Bookham,
Surrey. KT23 3NG. Tel: 01372 452292

AMPHICAR
David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd.,

Worcester. WR5 3RA. Tel: 01905 763192

TSSC VIDEO LIBRARY
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

TOURER’S TALK

Rick Robarts, 55 Shelbourne Rd, Cressex,
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3NQ. Tel: 01494 444373

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Léon Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 Fax: 0181 947 7659
e-mail: guyotleonf@aol.com

EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS

[ RAC SCHEME e
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley, =
West Yorkshire. LS21 3LT. Tel: 01943 463240
Tony Lancaster, Rignall Barn Cottage, Rignall Rd.,
Gt.Missendon, Bucks. HP16 9PE. Tel: 01494 890272

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT

All magazine material must be received
before 10th of each month prior to the
month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try
and work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228
e-mail: Courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk

TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936 '

ARCHIVIST & LIBRARIAN

Mike Costigan, ‘Dumble Rise’, 38 Ridgeway, Southwell,
Notts. NG25 0DU. Tel: 01636 814050

NATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISER

Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe,
Bucks. HP12 4NL. Tel: 01494 463422
e-mail: 106201.737@compuserve.com

SHOW CAR REGISTER

Vicki Benson, 22 Romsley Close, Rubery,
Nr. Bromsgrove, Worcs. B45 9UX. Tel: 0121 453 2602
(Untill 9pm Eves) Temporary Address & Tel No.

AREA LIAISON

Annis Green, 65 Sheffield Rd, Birdwell, Barnsley,

BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228

Sth Yorks. S70 5XF. Tel: 01226 745637

COMPETITION SECRETARY

Jo Field, 69 Neuville Way, Springfields, Desborough,
Northants.NN14 2XT. Tel: 01536 763799
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HOW TO FIND US
Leave M1 at Junction -
20, take A4304 to
Market Harborough.
We are situated on right
side of the road just

before leaving the
Village of Lubenham.
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