;;A British Sports
4 Car Spares

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT

805855  Herald 1200 Bonnet Top £110.00

Spitfire Mkl,2,3 Bonnet Top £110.00

GT6 Early Bonnet Top £PO.A.
803070  Herald/Vitesse Outer Sill Left Hand ' £16.00
805827  Herald 948/1200 Front Wing Right Hand £110.00
902274  Herald Rear 1/4 Valance Right Hand £32.00
903076  Herald 13/60/Vitesse Front Inner Wheel Arch Right Hand £37.50
706549  Herald 1200/Spitfire Mkl,2,3/GTé Mkl,2

Front Inner Wheel Arch Right Hand £37.50
705787  Herald/Vitesse/Spitfire Mkl,2,3/GT6 Mkl

Rear Inner Wheel Arch Left Hand £37.50
718251 GT6 Rotoflex Rear Inner Wheel Arch Left Hand £80.00
911102, Spitfire Mk4, 1500/GTé Mk3 Headlamp Cowl Right Hand £37.50
WKC3414 Spitfire Mk4, 1500 Bonnet Crossbar £17.50
817252 Spitfire Mk3 Black Plastic Front Grille £40.00
308086  1300cc Exhaust Manifold £45.00
116169 Herald/Spitfire 3rd Gear £17.50
GRB206  Herald/Spitfire Clutch (Coil Spring) Release Bearing £10.50
121215 Herald/Spitfire Dynamo Adjusting Bracket £1.50
GMC224  Spitfire Mk4/1500 (Single) Brake Master Cylinder £69.00
115643 Herald Single Carb Insulator £1.50
GEGII82  Spitfire Mk3 Dekoke Set £14.00
GEG344  Herald 948 Dekoke Set £35.00
208652  Vitesse 1600 Cylinder Head Gasket £12.50
GBP166 Herald 1200/Spitfire Mkl,2/Vitesse 1600 Front Brake Pads £9.00
GEXI608 GT6 Mk3 Centre Silencer £14.00
518534 Spitfire Mk4 Steering Wheel £52.00
213515 GT6 Mkl LHD Speédo £50.00
218834 GT6 Mk3 Rev Counter £40.00
N/A GT6 Mk3 LHD Dashboard Set £35.00
AAU7994 Spitfire 1500 Indicator Stalk RHD £37.00
709842  Spitfire/GT6 Radio Blanking Plate £3.50
624737  GT6 Mk3 Bonnet Badge £14.00
625186 Spitfire 1500 USA Front Badge £4.50
625188 Spitfire 1500 USA Rear Badge £4.50
RTC2540 Spitfire 1500 Seat Cover Back Beige Check RH £22.00
RTC2543  Spitfire 1500 Seat Cover Squab Beige Check LH £22.00
715842 Spitfire Mk4/1500 Rear Hood Retaining Bar ; £9.50

PRICES INCLUDE VAT WHILE STOCKS LAST

303 GOLDHAWK ROAD, LONDON W12 8EU TEL: 0181-748 7823 FAX: 0181563 0101
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his is the official TSSC Events
Calendar for 1996 containing
details of all TSSC organised
events and National and Local
events to which the club has been invited.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that
the details contained in this calendar are
correct, no responsibility is accepted for
errors or changes due to unforeseen
circumstances.
For additions and amendments contact
the Club Headquarters.

Tel: (01858) 434424
Fax: (01858) 431936

TSSC ORGANISED
EVENTS ‘97

JANUARY 1997

FRI-SUN 24th-26th TSSC WINTER WEEKEND,
Fosse Manor Hotel, Stow on the Wold,
Contact Mary: 01621 783143,

FEBRUARY 1947

SUN 16th LONDON ORBITAL MEET,
Wheatsheaf, Old Windsor at 12 noon.

MAY 1997

SAT-MON 3rd-5th
MERSEY AREA 3rd ANNUAL SOAPS TOUR.

SAT 10th
MERSEY AREA OULTON PARK CLASSIC CAR SHOW.

MAY continued. ..

SUN11th
MERSEY-AREA CHESTER FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT.

A BRAND NEW EVENT FOR EUROPE
SAT/SUN 24th/25th STANDARD TRIUMPH
EUROPEAN RALLY, Kiein Vink Holiday Park, Holland
Tek 01858 434424,

JUNE 1997

SAT/SUN 7th/8th
MERSEY AREA TATTON PARK CLASSIC CAR SHOW.

JULY 1997

SAT/SUN 12th/13th TSSC INTERNATIONAL

WEEKEND. Contact: Cluby H.Q. Tel. 01858 434424,

SUN 27th MERSEY AREA - ST.HELENS SHOW.

AUGUST 1997

SUN 3rd MERSEY AREA, WOODVALE RALLY
Fosse Manor Hotel, Stow o the Wold.
Centact Mary: 01621783143,

SAT 9th TOTALLY TRIUMPH SHOW,
Cook Rugby Club, Belfast.

SEPTEMBER 1997

SAT/SUN 6th/7th MERSEY AREA
WOODVALE RALLY, Cook Rugby Club, Belfast,

NATIONAL & LOGAL
TSSC INVITED
199697

FEBRUARY 1997

SUN 16th
INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH SHOW & SPARES DAY
National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, Warks.

MAY 1997

SAT/SUN 10th/11th
THE WEATHERBY CLASSIC CAR WEEKEND,

Wetherby Race Course, adjacent o the A1 in Yorkshire,

JUNE 1997

SUN 15th
BRISTOL MOTOR SHOW & HISTORIC TRANSPORT
PAGEANT, ASHTON COURT, BRISTOL.

AUGUST 1997

SUN 17th VINTAGE TRANSPORT DAY, Rally of the
Vintage Sports Car Club and the Transport Trust, Old
Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Beds.

WOULD ALL SHOWEVENT ORGANISERS
PLEASE NOTIFY TRUDI OF DATES FOR
THE 1997 CALENDAR AS SOON AS

THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.
TELEPHONE TRUDI: 01858 434424

7

-classic cars-
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SMUGGLERS

SERVICING, MOT’S, WELDING,

RESPRAYS, BODYWORK & ACCIDENT DAMAGE
10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

—TTEL: 0171 3771 S007—

UNIT 4, OLD L.T. DEPOT 33-39 PARSONS GREEN LANE, FULHAM, LONDON SW6 4HH.
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HAERALDJVITESSE
SPITPIRE/GT®
SPECIALIST
IN S.W.LONDON

AND ALL REPAIRS

aving ended 1996 at

the NEC in November

where record crowds
descended on the Classic
Car Show. A show that
many members attended
fronted by the Triumph mar-
que, throughout the two
halls Trwmphs were in abun-
dance.

In fact this year sales of tickets prior to
opening were double that of last year when
MG took pride of place. The atmosphere
between Triumph Clubs continued to bond
the common Triumph interest. The icing
on the cake was Hugh and Chris Roberts
winning the Masterclass - the very top
award for any car in the UK - Autoglym
UK Champion 1996, what can | say. Their
Vitesse is now on display at the Club
Headquarters in all its glory.

The Club has a large stand at the
International Triumph Show and Spares
Day at Stoneleigh on February 16th 1997.
This event has grown and this year there
will be 60% more indoor space, much
needed after last years shoulder to shoulder
walkabouts. At this show members will
descend from all over Europe and there are
more Triumph trade stands than ever. As
Spring rolls on we have the Standard
Triumph International Rally in Arcen,
Holland on 24th and 25th May. All UK
Clubs are attending and this should be a
spectacular event for all Triumph enthusi-
asts. Our International Weekend on 13th
and 14th July is again at Stafford County
Showground and the Spitfire Club of

will be of interest to many Members as parts interchange-

Holland are making this event their annual pilgrimage,
once again we look forward to an eventful time. There is
also possibilities of another major show in 1997. Taking the
above with all the other events on offer, TSSC Members
can look forward to a very Triumph 1997.

1997 is also a very important milestone for the Club as it is
our 20th Birthday, having recently spoken to some early
Members they are planning an occasion to mark this
anniversary, further details will be published soon.

Rimmer Brothers have just launched their GT6 parts cata-
logue and you have a copy in your hands. This catalogue

ability is rampant within Club cars and as a Club we can
once again publicly thank them for consistently working to
keep our cars on the road. They have catalogues for Spitfire
MKIV and 1500, Herald and Vitesse and now GT6, an early
Spitfire catalogue is in the pipeline.

Enjoy your Christmas break and Happy New Year to all.

S




NEw PRICE

An error appearedin last months
TRGB Ltd. advert, The special offer
price for the Spitfire 1500 back
box is in fact £35.00 and not
£55.00 as shown, order one now
you lucky lot!

Huxgariany Granp Prix ‘97

A joint club trip is being planned for a holiday to Hungary in 1997
which will encompass the Hungarian Grand Prix on the10th August.
The trip will leave the UK on Sat 2nd Aug and will tour down through
France calling at the Bugatti museum at Mulhouse { not to be missed ).
We expect to arrive at a camp site near Budapest late tuesday night,
there are plesent markets and a very favourabre exchange rate which
will no doubt buy plenty of Hungarian wine. The tickets for the grand
prix are around £50 each ,it is hoped this will be a full family holidav
we already have several children coming, not iust a quick Grand Prix
dash, and it isfor this reason that Hungary was chosen both for its
attraction as a country and the cost of a holiday there which is going
to be very reasonable. We shall leave Hungary on the Tuesay and trav-
el to Germany to meet up with some fellow TR enthusiasts. It is also
hoped to take in the Mercedes Museum in Stutgart, again not to be
missed. Would you like to stay in Germany or move on to Holland ?
please let me know your preference. This is not going be a race but a
steady drive all the way, there will be TRs GTs Heralds etc. all with
kids trailers etc it is for this reason that if you wish to take the family
Rover you can but no VOLVOs please, your all most welcome to join
us. To control the numbers the places available will be limited to
Twenty five cars of which six places have already gone . So come and
have some fun and join us and to our european members, how about
meeting us in Hungary?

Call Mike Colliffs on 01206 764841 or Nick Daws on 0152 2790912

ISSC Newsen scooes Nason Coxcorns Awinn

Triumph Sports Six Club mem-
ber Hugh Roberts has scooped
one of the country’s major con-
cours trophies with his Triumph
Vitesse. The 1967 convertible,
which Hugh rebuilt himself over
an 18-month period, won the
Masterclass category at the Grand
Final of the prestigious 1996
Autoglym Classic Concours at the
NEC in Birmingham on Nov 24.
Masterclass is open only to previ-
ous national concours champions
and Best in Show winners, and as
such is regarded as the category
for the elite.

Hugh, a 49-year-old retired ships
master of Carnon Downs, Truro,
admitted: “I was really genuinely
surprised - | was up against some
marvellous cars.” In addition to
his Masterclass title Hugh won an
engraved glass trophy and a
cheque for £500.

g —

MAGAZINE LABELS

N.B. To all members. Please check your magazine every month to
see that you do not have more than one address label. If you do
please contact the office H.Q. as that member will not be recieving
his magazine, thankyou. Angie

Stamadard Class

New for 1997 is a class specifically targeted at those members
who would like to try motorsport, but still retain the use of their
car for ordinary road use. Full regulations and instructions for how
to get started are now available. This Championship will be
contested over minimum of 5 rounds which will assist in keeping
the overall cost of od seasons racing to a minimum.

WMlodifietl Class
Unchanged from its present format, this class caters for those

members who really want (o take their Club car to the limil.
This Championship will be contested over a minimum of 7 rounds.

Annual Rase Dinner and Prize-6Giving

Saturday 22nd February, at Fernie Lodge Hatel,
Husbands Bosworth, Leics. If you are interested in racing,
come along and meet the crowd.

For full regulations and information on how you can
come and race your Club car in 1997, conlact;

JO Field
TESC Compeltition Secrelfary
69 Newvville Way
Springfields
Desborough
Northants

!




0 person
shall use,
or cause,
or permit to be
used on a road,
a vehicle which
is readily capable
of showing a red
light to the front
(Regulation 11
(1) Road Vehicles
Lighting Regulations
1984). There are
exemptions but
these pertain mainly
to emergency
vehicles. ‘
No person shall use, or
cause, or permit to be used,
on a road, a vehicle which is
readily capable of showing

any light to the rear, other
than a red light except:

(a) amber light from a direction
indicator

(b) white light from a reversing
light

(c)-white light from a work light
(d) interior light

€

(e) number plate light - the list goes on
(Regulation 11(2)).

No person shall use, or cause, or permit to be
used, on a road, a vehicle to which there is fitted a
lamp, reflector or marking which is capable of being
moved by swivelling, deflecting or otherwise except

(a) a headlamp which can be dipped only by the
movement of the headlamp or its rear reflector

(b) a headlamp which is capable of adjustment
to compensate for the effect of the load carried
by the vehicle

(c) retractable headlamps or fog lamps

(d) direction indicators fitted to a motor vehicle
first used before 1st April 1986

(e) a work lamp, etc. etc. etc. (Regulation 12).

! think we need to
have a talk young lady!

Mike Crevwes

No person shall use, or cause, or permit to be
used, on a road, any vehicle which is fitted with
a lamp which emits a flashing light except:

(a) a direction indicator

(b) headlamp flashed manually.

FRONT FOG LAMPS

Maximum height above the ground - 1200 mm.

Maximum distance from side of vehicle - 400 mm.

(This applies where a pair of front fog lamps are
used in conditions of seriously reduced visibility
in place of obligatory dipped beam headlamps.)
All Front Fog Lamps may only be used in condi-

tions of seriously reduced visibility (Regulation 23).

REAR FOG LAMPS

Vehicles first used after 1st April 1980
must have at least one but not

are having difficulty in seeing other
vehicles, then they will probably
have difficulty in seeing you. If

not then visibility is good. Switch
off your rear fog lights when some-
one has come up behind you.

Keep all your lights in good
working order, correctly adjusted
and clean. Generally speaking if
a light is fitted to a vehicle it must
work and be correctly adjusted.

A couple of minutes maintenance
and replacing broken bulbs is very
cheap, and may save your life.
With long winter nights, check
your lights daily. If you park
between other vehicles you

can easily see the reflection

of your lights on the vehicles

in front and behind you.

Roll on

more than two:
(a) if one is fitted - must be

to centre line or offside of

(b) if two are fitted - must be
a matched pair.

“I suggest seriously reduced ~ summertt!
visibility might mean that if
you are having difficulty in - on tyre tread;

the vehicle. seeing other vehicles, then  now is the time
they will probably have
difficulty in seeing vou..”

Remember also
to keep a check

of year that you
will need it most.

Vehicles first used before 1st April 1980 have
no requirement or restriction on number fitted,
but if only one is fitted it must be to the centre
line or offside of the vehicle.

Maximum height above the ground - 1000 mm.
Minimum height above the ground - 250 mm.

Must be at least 100 mm away
from brake lights and must
not operate with brake
lights. Must have tell
tale light fitted. All
Rear Fog Lamps
may only be used
in conditions of
seriously reduced
visibility and not
whilst the vehicle
is parked.
(Regulation 23).

I suggest seriously reduced
visibility might mean that if you

If you have any
topics or queries on Road Traffic
Legislation why not write to Mike
Crewes, 112 Black-moor Wood,
North Ascot, Berks SL5 8EN.
Please enclose S.A.E.

email:
106410.1241@compuserve.com
*




ow time
seems lo
| Lifly between
these reports
‘nowadays! | was
_heartened to learn
of the recent
victory of Hugh
"Yes That Hugh
Roberts”, with his
‘magnificent Vitesse
Convertible in

the Autoglym

Concours Champ-
_jonship last
~weekend - Sunday
24th November-up
in Birmingham.
Unfortunately, | wasn't able to

be thers for the actual prizegiv-

ing, but just having Hugh and Chris
as my friends, and having the privilege of actually

travelling In that Dolphin Grey car, more than makes
up for it! The Vitesse itself is now back at TSSC H.QQ.
for all to see - it will never get any better now that it

really is perfect! Seeing Hugh's car got me to thinking

how grateful all we mere mortal members should be
to those very dedicated folk who put so much time,
effort, money, blood, sweat, tears etc. into restoring

their Triumph cars to such a high standard, for us all
to enjoy/ gasp at in awe/ admire and indeed aspire

to, with our own rather more humble machines, and
hey, so what if

Fig.1

An immaculate
sky blue
Vitesse Mk I.

Fig.2

Kim Nystrom
and friend from
Finland with
yellow Spitfire
1500 and long
distance award.

we can't all have a
‘Concours Queen’,
would you really want
one? Just to treat it like
any normal car, drive it

a few times and it would
begin to deteriorate in
lots of little ways; a stone
chip here, a door-gap
out of alignment there
etc. A dream could
become a nightmare so
easily! BUT, remember
dear reader, it costs little
to look, learn and enjoy the sheer hard work and
continual effort, sometimes, over

many years of your fellow members!
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My own Vitesse project has had to
be put on hold, again, sometime in
mid November. Yes you guessed it after
paying out for its second complete bare-
metal respray and about another three
weeks labour fitting-up etc, | ran out of
the folding green stuff once more! | have
oft' been criticised for having It finished
off professionally with cries of 'cheque
book restoration’ but like most Club
members my pennies come from my
hard graft and if | choose to make con-

Fig.3

Red TR4

from Helsinki
at Shepton
Mallet in July.

LLeomn Guyot

Fig.5

Doesn't this
sunshine make
you envious?

Fig.7

Race prep-
arations at
Zandvoort.

siderable sacrifices and
have it done professional-
ly, that's my choice.
Besides they're a great
deal better than me at
doing it, and they are
tailoring the car exactly
to my own specifications,
even down to the angle
of the seat bases! So, off
it goes into storage until
about mid-February until
I've re-scheduled my

finances - it's beginning to
sound rather like the Channel
Tunnel, ie: well over budget,
and almost as expensive.

Just in case anyone has

forgotten what a really nice
original, unrestored early Vitesse
looks like, here’s a photo of a
wedgewood example that | took
at the Triumph World summer
picnic down at Hickstead on
11th Aug’ 96.

Now is that (Fig.1) a pretty car or

what? Also at Hickstead,was one
Kim Nystrom and his friend who

drove all the way from Finland

£
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Fig.4
An apple
green TR3.
with his Spitfire 1500, to claim
the long distance award! (Fig.2)
(Thanks for the Lapin Kulta lads!
It's been a long time since |
tasted that brew!)
Talking of Finnish Triumph
enthusiasts reminds me of the
Finnish TR4 from Helsinki that
turned up at the most enjoyable .
TR register international Rally The Louis ‘;Iage(;
down at Beautiful Shepton badge of a
Mallet last July. (Fig.3) midnight blue

A very rare model indeed In Herald 13/60.

that Country. The T.R. Register
were blessed by the very best of
our summer sunshine and, it
brought out this rather splendid
‘apple-green’ example of a TR3
from Germany, with a most appro-
priate registration number. (Fig.4)

fsn’t it just great to look at
summery photos in the dark
depths of our wintertime - up
here in the northern hemisphere
at least? Next, another bright and
cheerful photo of some Triumphs
belonging to members of Club
Triumph Belgium,taken at Zolder

1 1




Fig.8 Racetrack on 4th Aug’96. (Fig.5)

The Midnight Blue Herald
13/60 Convertible (Fig.6) having
been originally supplied by the
Standard-Triumph garage of Louis
Baes, Specialiste Diplome par la
Standard Triumph Depuis 1948,
Reparateur pour tous travaux
mecaniquee) at 1350 Jauche,
Belgique, tel: 019/63.30.41, or
so his advert in the latest issue
of the magazine of the TSSC-
Belgium states! This genial
gentleman is now a 'member'-

Fig.10  of TSSC Belgium I believe. Now,

that’s what I call an enthusiast for
our cars - with 48 years service,
I'hope TSSC Belgium will have a
party for him in 1998!

Zandvoort in Holland,was the
other European - mainland race
track that | managed to visit on
Aug’ 31st, and here: A german
enthusiast and, it would appear
a TSSC member to boot is busily
preparing his Spitfire for the
race! (Fig.7)

1>

There were plenty of Triumphs to
see in the rather crowded paddock,
including this very competitive
looking GTé-1l with plexiglass
rear window. (Fig.8)

When | visited Zandvoort, the
Triumph Club of Holland were
kind enough to allow me to park
my rather travel-stained Herald on
their club stand with their Spitfires
etc, and this rather smart and racy
looking GT6-2. (Fig.9)

Fig.9

GT6 Il in
British Racing
Green with a
fetching offset
yellow stripe.

B% DL-39-49 =%

Whilst | was staying in Holland,
just south of Utrecht with my
good friends of many years:-

Paul & Corrie | met up again with
member, René Heise, who brought
along his fine Vitesse 2ltr Mk.2
convertible to show me. (Fig.10)

Regular readers of this column
may remember that | located this
very car, for him,back in July
1993, (Cotirier Aug'93, pg. 68)-
it’s certainly encouraging to see
how nicely he is caring for it,
and indeed to hear how much

Fig.11

A metallic/
bronzy-grey
Spitfire.

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES

Crossways Garage, Loddon Road, Ditchingham,
nr Bungay, Norfolk. NR35 2QY

TEL: 01986 895387 FAX: 01986 / 896860

email: david @angserv.demon.co.uk -http:/www:angserv.demon.co.uk

SPECIALIST FOR SPITFIRE, GT6, VITESSE ano HERALD
REPAIRS - RESTORATION - PARTS

10 ALL OUR CuSTOMERS & TSSC MEMBERS |
7% Have A Very Haepy NEw YEAR ¢

)

SERVICES : ENGINE RECONDITIONING - SERVICING - TUNING - RESPRAYS
CAR SALES - TRANSPORTATION - CAR FINDING SERVICE - TRIMMING
ELECTRICS - CLuTCH FITTING - IN FACT YOU NAME IT WE Do IT!

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRI UMPH ON THE ROAD

Need help fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

(01799 541556 )

From a straight service to a full rebuild,
call Mike to discuss yo(ur car’s needs.

Mike WiLKINSON

MW RESTORATIONS
SAFFrRoN WALDON,
Essex

-ax  : 3D
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\, SPORTS CAR SUPPLIES /

/
Spitfire . GT6 . Herald ~ Vitesse . MGB . Midget

Collingwood Building, Quality Row, Swalwell,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 3AQ.
{Just of the Al near the Metrocentre, Gateshead)

Tel: (0191) 496 0522 Fax: (0131] 488 4791

ALL NEW & USED SPARES
REPAIR, SERVICE, RESTORATION
. MOT WORK CARRIED OUT
q& 2 QUOTATIONS * RECOVERY 2,
CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD
RETAIL SHOP

Sports Car Supplies is the sole supplier of the
‘Tristan' convertible kit which enables any Herald
or Vitesse saloon owner to convert their car to a
practical and stylish convertible. The conversion
can be carried out on structurally sound vehicles in
just 8 to 16 hours! Ring for details.

It's s easy a5

' Remiva the ariginal roaf § Attach the Jritan headee Drive ey yowr
so0tion by simpty  § rall, !rame asseniy, rear | BRAND MEW
deck paneé and hood. SOFT-TOP!

TRIUMPH BOOKSHO

ORIGINAL BRAND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS

British Waterways Yard,
Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby.
{2 miles off Jct. 24 - M 1)

* SPECIALISTS IN CALIFORNIAN IMPORT CORROSION FREE
VEHICLES, BODIES AND PANELS FOR TrRiumPH CARS

* Spitfire / GT6 right or left hand drive.
Properly prepared cars from £2000 - £5000.
{Cheaper project vehicles usually available}.

* Struggling to find the right car? Why not have a car built
to your colour and trim specification around a rot-free body?
Our order books are very busy, so usually a selection of on-
going work to view, please call to discuss your requirements.

* Repair, service, MoT work on your vehicle for £16 per
hour. No job too large or small! Estimates given.

*Dismantling UK vehicles + ROT FREE IMPORT
Spitfire / GT6 / Herald for good quality used parts.

Example prices for A1 condition GT6 / Spitfire parts:-
Bodysheli {LHD) excludes doors and boot fid £700 - £950
Right hand drive conversion to shell inc. parts £150
Complete bonnet assembly
{inc. cowls, irons etc) £275 - £350
Door £50 - £85 Bootlid £50 - £85
Chassis £125 - £175

NOTE:- All prices PLUS VAT.
Mail order service, credit cards welcomed.

FAX / Telephone: 01332 799298 )

@Eﬂ w Telephone:
@ 01858 434424

Herald 1200........... . ... ...

Vitesse 2Lr Mk I . ..
GT6 Mk | & Mk I, Vitesse 20Mk i/l .. L £24.95
..... . . . Vitesse/GT6 (all models) German . £33.95

Spitfire 4/Mk 1. GT6 MKI/H/ME ... £24.95
Spitfire Mk 111 Spitfire 4/t/01 .. . £24.95
Spitfire Mk IV Spitfire IV .. ... LS. £2195
Spitfire 1500 .. Spitfire [V/1500  Dutch . ... £33.00
Spitfire 1560. . . . ... . ... ....£21.95

Spitfire 1500 German .. ..... £33.00

Spitfire IV/1500  French ........£33.00

............. .. £29.50

TR4/4A . .
TRS (completc)
TR P
m(. German .

- £26.95
. £38.00
.. £28.50
. £29.50
......... co.o... £31.95
. £28.95
. £28.95

Dolomite all models inc. Sprint

New Books New BOoks
A Guide to Racing your
. Triumph Spitfire
Jjon Wolfe £7.00
Triumph Spitfire & GT6

Dolomite Sprint . . £32.95
2000/25006/2.5 Pl . £28.95
1300 FWD . . £15.95
1500 FWD/ 1500 T/C . . £23.95
1500 R.W.D. 1500 £23.95,

Herald 13/60 ... .......... . £24.95
Herald (all models) German .. ... £32.95
Vitesse 6’ . ... .. ... .. . £24.95

HAYNES WORKSHOP MANUALS

A Guide to Originality
John Thomason £23.95
Triumph 2000 & 2.5PI1
The Complete Story
‘Graham Robson £23.95
Trivmph TRs
The Complete Story

Graham Robson £19. EEJIR Tuning SU Carburettors .

Make all payments payable to Tnumph Bookshop - Cheque/Postal Order/Credit Card
TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP - PO BOX 28 Market Harborough Leics. LE16 7FX
TEL: (01858) 434424  FAX: (01858) 431936  Telephone Credit Card Orders Welcome

PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION GUIDES

Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH STAG ... ..... ...
[} Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH TR6 ... .. ... .

Practical Classics PANEL BEATING & PAINT REFINISHING
Practical Classics Restoration TRIUMPH HERALD/VITESSE
Practical Classics Restoration TRIUMPHH SPITFIRE . .
Practical Classics GT6 briefing (restoration etc) .
[} Competition Preparation Spitfire I/II/INI/fV/1500 - 2Mtr Cars each £6.00

Herald 1200/12/50 ... ... ... ...
Herald 13/60 ........... HERALD VITESSE GT6 SPITFIRE
Vftesse ‘6. o e o (STATEMODEL) . .. ... ... .. £16.95
Vitesse M1 ... ..o £5.50 Bsiy Carburettors. . £16.95
Vitesse H ................... . £550 Stromberg Carburettors . £16.95
CTe m :[ S oo 550 Ryveper Carburettors. ... ... £16.95
g;g Mo :::g BROOKLANDS BOOKS
Tt e Vitesse/ Herald 1959/71 .. ... .. £9.95
Spitfired ... £5-50 Ryitesse 1962/71. . .. . . E9.95
Spitfire Mk 11i. ... . £5.50 Herald 1959/1971 . £9.95
Spitfire MK IV... ... . ... £5.50 B¢ 1966/1974 .. £9.95
Sp!tﬁre MKIV  German .. .. £7.00 GT6 Gold Portfolic . £14.95
Sp!!ﬁre 1500 ... L £5.50 Spitfire 1962/1980. . . .. £9.95
Spitfire 1500 German. £7.00 Jspitfive Gold Portiolio . . .. .. .. £14.95
TRASTRAA oo -50 §Road & Track Triumph Sports Cars
TR250 (TRS). . ... ‘58/67 ‘67/74 '74/82 each . . . . £9.95
TR6 ... . TR2/3 1952/60 .. ... . £9.95
TR7 ... AR TR2/3 Gold Portfolio . . £14.95
TRE ... - TR4 & TR5 & 250 . .. ... £9.95
Stag.......... TR6 Gold Portfolio. . . .. £14.95
T"umph 25 P TR7/8 1975/81 ... .. ... £9.95
Triumph 2000 2500 25005 . ... TR7 Gold Portfolio. . . . £14.95
GLOVEBOX WORKSHOP MANUALS Stag............. .. £9.95
Spitfire Glovebox Manual . . .. . . Stag Gold Portfolio . . .. £14.95
TR5/6 Glovebox Manual . .. ... .. £7.9s 000/2500. . ........... ... £9.95
Guide to Purchase & D.1.Y. Restoration SPITFIRE, GTé, VITESSE &
HERALD/VITESSE - SPITFIRE/GT6 - METALWORKING each ... £7.95 | HERALD - L. Porter & P. Williams 312 Pages (superb) . . .. £20.95
Triumph Cars - The Complete History - Robson/ Langworth. £24.00
The Complete History Spitfire GT6 - Graham Robson . . .. . £16.95
SPITFIRE/GT6: Collectors Guide - Graham Robson . . . .. .. £15.25
The Works Triumphs - Graham Robson .. £23.50
Complete Guide to HERALD & VITESSE - Mike Costigan . . . £15.95
..... Laurie Bond - The Man & The Marque - Nick Wolherspoon £22.95
Original Triumph T.R. The Restorer's Guide - Piggott. . .. .. £22.75
........... Triumph TR4/5/6 Autofelio (much in colour). . . . . ... £1250

Overseas Orders add 10% to total
order to cover extra Postage
NO V.A.T. ON BOOKS.
Payments in Sterling please.

ALL PRICES
INCLUDE
POST & PACKING

Fig.12 be is enjoying it, having undertak-
en several trips to the highlands of
bonny Scotland in it! Great photos,

. that's what we like to hear, René,

Fig-14 a member really using his Club

sn{npmg car. Whilst in Holland, | naturally

Spitfire 1500 ; o

airbrushed attended the International Spitfire

bonnet Weekend, as | don’t own one
artwork (-and there were many fine

examples of that model to drool
over at Hilvarenbeek, including
this metallic/bronzy-grey
German example. (Fig.11)

This very pretty little, wedge-
wood / powder blue Spitfire 4
(Mk.D), also from Germany - |
like the “trunk’. (Fig.12)

Also, this rather mouth-watering
LMD Dutch-registered GT6-3
(Fig.13)

As well as some very strange
honnet art, you know, | don't,
somehow think the owner was
British! (Fig.14)

Lastly, I really must include a
photo of the one and only Danish

Spitfire Mk.3 of Jorgen Klitholm ; Fig.13
and Claus Ebberfield- of the Sa;}:;‘f)z:;:
D.T.AK. (Fig.15) For two reasons, GTé .

firstly, | promised | would, and
secondly the got fined about £100
cash for speeding through road-
works in Holland, and was feeling
rather unhappy about it! So, when
you, my dear readers, go to STER
next May, don't speed through
road works - especially in
Holland. O.K. Until next month :-)
Fig.15
The Spitfire Mk
111 of Jorgen
Klitholm and
Claus Ebberfield.

Happy New Year to one and all!

Regards, Léon.
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Hot Spitt;

o what does a twin

150CD Stromberg

combined inlet/exhaust
manifold kit look like?

Here is an article taken from Car Mechanics
October 1970. I know it’s being fitted to a
Herald but Major Operations are the same for
Spitfire. Have a very happy Christmas!

Unlike most of today’s production cars the Herald
is very accessible. With the wide-opening mouth-
like bonnet you can get round the whole engine,
making removal easy.

For the mild stage of road tune that we were
looking for, SAH recommended a cylinder-head
change and a pair of carburettors, coupled with
a mild road-going camshaft. The head work
consists of a fully modified combustion chamber
with a highly polished surface. The parts are
gas-flowed and matched to suit the combined
inlet/exhaust manifold.

The work is done by the engineers at SAH
with special attention being paid to reliability.
Sid Hurrell considers the head to be the most
important factor, it is at this point that the biggest
power increase can be obtained. Apart from gas
flowing and balancing, the cylinder head surface
is skimmed to raise the compression ratio.

The second major consideration is manifolding.
This involves balanced pipe lengths and perfect
fitting with the ports in the cylinder head. This
is then carefully matched to a suitable silencer
to SAH's own design and specification to give
the optimum in power output.

€ —

CARBURATION

It is only after all this has been done that
modification to the carburation is considered.
In the case of our Herald a pair of Stromberg CD
carbs was bolted on. In fact, the manifold comes
with these bolted on and interconnected ready
for assembly to the engine.

As far as the camshaft is concerned, this is really
a luxury and necessary only to get the last bit of
power. In actual fact it is not really needed for
road going tune, but will give that little more
without upsetting the flexibility of the unit. The
work involved in fitting the SAH cylinder head
is no more involved than the normal decoke.

The cylinder head comes less the valves but
with the extra strong valve springs.

STANDARD VALVES

If the old valves are in good condition, they can
be ground to the seats in the cylinder head. The
seat sizes are standard on this stage of tune. If the
old valves are used, make sure they are properly
cleaned before they are fitted. All normal torque
settings are used, so the standard decoke procedure
is followed. But it is no good trying to tune a worn
engine. This is why we were completely overhaul-
ing ours before fitting the go faster goodies.

RING THING

On the engine side there are one or two points
that have to be watched fairly closely. For instance,
if Triumph replacement pistons are used it is
important to make sure the second piston ring is
fitted with the stamped “T” facing upwards. The
second major point is to ensure that the rear main
oil seal is centralised before its housing bolts are
done up tightly. The rest of the job is pretty straight
forward, the Herald engine being one of the easiest
in the book to work on. And what does all this
work add up to in terms of a hotter Herald?

The table below will give some idea of the
claimed improvements.

STANDARDS | SAH
0 to 30 6.3 sec. 4.7 sec.
0 to 40 10.1 sec. 6.7 sec.
0 to 50 16.7 sec. 10.2 sec.
0 to 60 25.1 sec. 14.8 sec.

The general flexibility of the engine was improved,
certainly in top gear and the whole vehicle was
more tractable. Fuel consumption was not quite as
good as the standard vehicle, but if you are going
to improve the performance then the fuel is not a
serious consideration. In any case the car was
considerably quicker all round, and this is what
was aimed for.

Brett Dennis

TEL: 01203 645333 FAX: 01203 645030
421 ALDERMANS GREEN ROAD, COVENTRY CV2 fNP.
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.30 TO 5.30 SATURDAY 9.00 TO 1.00

AvAILABLE AGAIN!

CovMIPL=Trese SLIDING [ FRoo=
FOR ALL HERALD/VITESSE SALOONS/ESTATES

£295

FIirrs oORIGINAL HOL EJ

75 WaATT SEALED BEAM FEADLIGHTS
FOR SPITFIRE/GT6/HERALD

£9.00

(RicHT HAND DRIVE ONLY)

Reconditioned Twin Carb Sets -
Complete with Inlet Manifold and
all Linkages From £175
Look Like New

Now In Stock
GT6 Il Bonnets £575
Spitfire IV/1500 Bonnets £525
Collection Only

[FUILILY HLL@@TTE@
CAITALOEUlE, [FIRES
ON REQUIEST

O =R

HERALD . VITESSE . SPITFIRE . GT6




Disconnect all the of

the electrics, and this
includes the distributor
cap and leads which are
best removed for safety’s
sake. Remove the radiator.

Undo the rod linkage from
the carburettor throttle
controf and disconnect
the choke cable. The

carb itself can be left
attached to manifold.

The petrol from the tank

is undone next. Be sure
the pipe that is removed
is tied away from the
engine to prevent fouling.

Undo the clutch bolts
half a turn at a time and
lift the clutch components
away. This is followed

by the flywheel, held

by four bolts.

As new manifolds and carbs
were going to be fitted, the
complete manifold and
carbs were unbolted from
the head and lifted

off as a whole unit.

All the ancillary compo-
nents have to be removed;
this includes the water
pump and the hoses,

fuel pump, starter

motor, dynamo etc.

Make sure the piston
rings are fitted correctly
to the pistons and fit the
piston to the con-rod.
Make sure the piston
pin circlip is seated.

Fit the upper main bearing
shells into the block, oil
them thoroughly and lay the
crankshaft into place. Now
fit the thrust washer

to the crank.

Slide the lower shells into
the main-bearing caps and
fit the cap, tightening to
the correct pressure.

The same procedure
applies to the ends.

This is the complete tuning
kit as supplied by SAH.
The carbs and manifold
are ready connected and

a full set of head gaskets

is provided.

€D > TrHIS ARTICLE FIRST

If the old valves are
sound and are going

to be used again then
they must be thoroughly
cleaned, making sure
all carbon is removed.

Grind the valves in care-
fully. Use a back and forth
motion, lifting the valve
off the seat periodically to
spread the fine grinding
paste evenly.

Release the nuts securing
the manifold down-pipe
flange to the exhaust
manifold and draw the
down pipe away and out
of the way for safety

Other electrical connec-
tions, like the lead to the
starter motor, oil warning
light lead and temperature
sensor must all be undone
and moved out

A small retaining plate
behind the cam sprocket
has to be unbolted, making
sure shims are carefully
kept and camshaft
withdrawn.

Remove the crankshaft
pulley, timing case, and
finally undo the camshaft
sprocket and remove

the sprocket and chain.
Renew timing chain.

With the housing bolts
nipped up, tap the housing
to centralise it on the
shaft, using a very thin
feeler gauge to judge

even seal pressure.

Fit the new main-bearing
seal at the back end,
replace the housing with
the bolts fitted loosely
and use a straight edge.
Tap square with block.

i

Make sure all the surplus
paste is cleaned off both
the seat in the head and
off the valve itself.
Lubricate the valve
stems lightly and refit.

The new valve springs
that are supplied by SAH
Accessories are stronger
than normal. They are
fitted in the conventional
manner.

Undo the nuts and

bolts holding the clutch
housing to the engine
block. Support the front
end of the gearbox before
you lift engine out.

Finally, undo the engine
mounting bolts at the
front, put a sling round
the engine, draw it
forward clear of the gear-
box and lift it right out.

Undo the sump pan and
lift it off the oil pump,
held to the crankcase by
three bolts, can be undone
and carefully lifted away
from the engine block.

When replacing the
camshaft sprocket and
timing chain, make sure
the timing marks on both
sprockets are right in line
with each other.

No adhesive is needed
on the new cylinder head
gasket, but give a light
coating of clean oil.
Position it correctly over
the cylinder head studs.

AarPrEARED i 19 70°%

To remove the crankshaft
and pistons both the big-
end bearing caps and the
main-bearing caps are
removed. The crankshaft
is lifted out.

With Neo.l piston at tdc
and the inlet and exhaust
valves fully closed, fit the
distributor- drive gear
with slot in line with

the two fixings studs.

Fit the cylinder head and
tighten it down to the
recommended torque.
Follow this by the

rocker gear, rocker cover.
Now fit the manifold. %

K 1> M




S rANDARD Tmu MPH I= UROPEAN R arty
KLEIN VINK HOLIDAY PARK, HOLLAND
ALL STANDARD AND TRIUMPH CLUBS

& ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME.

TRADE STANDS - AUTOJUMBLE - CONCOURS
EVENING PARTY - CHALETS - CAMPING

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 24TH & 25TH MAYy 1997,
FOR DETAILS & BOOKING FORMS,
TEL: UK +44 (0)1344 885541 (ENGLISH/FRENCH) 18.00 - 21.00 HRS

112 BLACKMOOR WOOD, NORTH ASCOT, BERKSHIRE. SL5 8EN.
OR HoLLAND +31 77 3872306(DutcH/GERMAN) 09.00 - 21.00 HRS

SCHILLERSTRAAT 212, 5924 CV VENLO, HOLLAND.
http://www.hi-there.demon.co.uk/STER.html

Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

01381 - 994 - 3395

FAX: 0181 - 995 - 7599

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate to
call us for a quote or just advice on a problem of car servicing.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER
FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL WORK
AMEX/ DINERS ACCEPTED

— e i e X a = II.IIIIIIIII.
CARS WANTED  JMSA

STEERING WHEELS
RE- COVERED IN
LEATHER TO
ORIGINAL

Access

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIAILS,
STANIDARID OR
MODIFIED SUPPIL.IED.

FITTEID AND TUNED. SPECIFICATION
HOODS SUPPLIEID AND
FITITITED. IN FACT ANY £50 + VAT
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUMPH. RING USs NOw | RUIEEI IR
CUSTOMERS Own rruns | BUiERNE
SPLIT AND SPRINGS CLUB CARS.
MOUNTED.

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS
CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

\1 0% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4 /

N 1




t has been two
ears since |
1ave given you

the complete list
of kits you can buy
to transform Club
cars. One of the
joys of the kit
car scene for me
is the continual
emergence of
new models of all
shapes and sizes,
some weird and
some wonderful.

The less welcome partner to this process is the
equally continual demise of models that just could
not attract enough customers. You might think that
this is a good reason not to embark on a kit car
build in the first place - if the company you bought
from no longer exists then neither does any after
sales service. Well, I suppose that's true, but just
how vital is factory backup? We Herald owners have
managed without Standard-Triumph very well! (No,
I'm not putting that forward as a serious comparison.)

Awe-inspiring,
The Awe, intro-
duced in 1990.

Don't forget there isn't anything made that can’t
be made again. Of course all the greasy bits of a
Club special will be as easily obtainable as all the
other Club cars - they are the same bits. If you used
a part from some other car you should be able to
find a replacement from the same source, unless
it was a Mark 3 Cortina - are there any left? The
hardest thing to replace will be the body but these
are often pretty simple constructions. Fibre-glass
repairs are time consuming but with care just
about any shape can be recreated.

One final point about building a Club kit car: the
chassis frame itself. What if the chassis of your donor
Triumph is beyond repair? You have options. Several

The Douglas.
Blatant MG
styling here.

Trevor Collett

kit car companies will supply

a replacement chassis. These
are not an exact copy of the
Triumph item (you couldn't
build a Herald on one) and |
don’t know how they compare
on strength or rigidity. There are
plenty of Moss and Gentry cars,
for example, running around
very happily on after-market
chassis. Remember the Locust
build story we had last month,
the replacement chassis was
badly made which made the
build much more difficult.

Your next choice is to find
another Triumph chassis,

either from the classified ads or
a rebuilt item from the special-
ists. Lastly, who says your

“Having said how common
it is for kit car models to
disappear from the market
place, the good news for
us is that the main seven
marques | listed in January
1995 are still around.”

chassis is beyond repair? lts
not a high tech piece of gear,
a grinder, some odd bits of
steel and a decent welder
must be able to sort it out!

Got a Spitfire chassis and you
want to build a Douglas TF?
Get your hacksaw out, saw
your chassis in half and weld
in enough inches to get to
Herald wheel base. Conversely
if you have a Vitesse chassis
and your urge is to do a
Hurricane, get your hacksaw
out, saw your chassis in half
and lose enough inches to get
to Spitfire wheel base.

Having said how common
it is for kit car models to
disappear from the market
place, the good news for
us is that the main seven
marques | listed in January
1995 are still around.

CLUB KIT ROUND UP

AWE

Introduced in 1990 this is a traditionally styled
roadster which is not a copy of any model of car
that 1 know but with a hint of the K3 MG in its front
end treatment. The body was designed for the Herald
size chassis but a least one builder has modified the
body to fit onto the shorter Spitfire chassis. Unusually
for kit cars, it has a boot. For further information
contact AWE Engineering, Watercombe Lane,

Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2EB.
Telephone: 01 935 26491.

Gentrys can be
either Triumph
or Ford based.

BouGLas

An unashamed attempt to replicate the shape of
the MG TF. [ drove the first factory demonstrator in
1992 and was impressed. | also like the well thought
out build procedure which means a lot less chance
of an ad appearing in the “unfinished projects”
section. Contact: The Douglas Car Co., Unit 17,
Rippleside Commercial Estate, Ripple Road, Barking,
Essex, IG11 OR). Telephone: 0181 517 1234,

GENTRY
The other MG TF lookalike. The Gentry is very well
established having

been around since Moss Malverne.

1973 and there Evident lines of
are a a classic British
sportscar.




lot of fine examples on our
roads, despite having a reputa-
tion for being difficult to build.
The Gentry is currently being
promoted as Ford based but the
original Triumph based kit can
still be supplied. Go to: SP
Motors, Unit 5, Moatway
Industrial Estate, Barwell,
Leicestershire, LE9 8EY.

Tel. 01455 864302.

Moss

The 2-seater Moss, subsequent-
ly dubbed the Roadster, first
appeared round about

wheels; | think the simple shape works well. Can you
imagine a car with more fun potential? And building
one just for those summer weekends won't break the

bank.

The Moss company went quiet for a while but are
now pushing their products again - very good news.
Current address is, Moss Kits, R/o Pinewood, Weston
Lane, Bath, Avon, BAI 4AG. Telephone / fax: 01225
3315009.

MinGE AND LocusT

The Midge is a popular, thirties style roadster with
a body that is built from plans. The body is made
from plywood panels that are cut to shape with the

1981. Styling influences
can be detected from
Jaguar (the front grille is
an exact copy), MG
and Morgan. The
Malvern followed a
couple of years

later and is the 2+2
version. The body is
entirely GRP with wood
bonded in appropriate
places; unsophisticated,
engineering wise, and a little
lacking in stiffness but mine

has covered 63,000 miles since
1984 and is still in one piece.

I am definitely biased but | think
these are very nice looking
cars; not copies of anything

but with lines of the classic
English sports car.

Also produced by Moss is
the Monaco - an eccentric
little car, once described as
a barrel on

help of full size paper patterns,
like making a dress. The wood is
covered in thin aluminium sheet and

then painted. The Midge was originally intended for
the Herald chassis but due to the nature of the body
construction it is fairly straightforward to adapt it for
the Spitfire chassis. Another advantage of this build
method is that there is no large outlay of cash at the
start for fibre-glass body bits that is the case with
most kit car builds. Also the gratifying sense of

“I built that car” must be greater.

The Locust comes from the same stable as the
Midge and shares its method of construction.
- The similarity ends there, the final product

being
definitely Type 48 Spyder.
out of the Inspired by the

Lotus 7 mould. Ferrari 166.

There are not
many Triumph
based Locusts
about - see
last months
Specials
Register for
one example.

The ‘barrel on
wheels’ Moss
Monaco.

CHEAPER QUALITY SPARES IN EAST ANGLIA

/-—\

WE ARE EAST

01487
842168

-~ STOCKISTS OF NEW
-~

Fax: 740274 — -Et.‘fr’@.:

fﬁg
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ANGLIA’S LARGEST

AND SECOND HAND
TRIUMPH SPARES
(WE DON’T JUST
CLAIM TO BE)
BELOW IS A SAMPLE
SELECTION OF OUR STOCK

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS FULL RANGE OF TR2/3/4/5/6, SPITFIRE, GT6, HERALD AND VITESSE PARTS

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Steering Column Bushes (all cars except late 1500/GT6 £5.91
Front Wheel Bearing set (state model).............. £12.34
Track Rod end
Solid Rack Mount Kit
STANPART Trunnion ..
Front Spring (standard OR uprated)
Top ball joint (all models)......
Front Trunnion kit (all models)
Front vertical link (state model)
Anti Roll Bar Links................
Front Shock Absorbers (state model
Steering Rack (exchange) ..

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)

Rear Leaf Spring (Spit Mk, II, Il/GT6 MkI) ...... £69.31
Rear Leaf Spring (Spit MkIV/GT6 Mkll)

(high spec won't sag)
Rear Leaf Spring (Spit 1500 High Spec) (won't sag)£69.31
Rear Shock Absorber (state model) .................. £16.39
Rear Trunnion Bush Kit (per side) ..............c....... £4.64
Rear bearing kit

(bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket) .
Universal Joint (NeW) ........ccocvuvrenee
Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (SHORT)
Rear driveshaft Spit 1V/ 1500 (LONG) ...

ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION
214623 Inner Driveshaft ..........ccociciinirunsnins £88.12
152273 Rotoflex Coupling with Bolts orgnl Unipart £42.24
149051 Rear Hub ... £58.69
212867 Inner Flange £25.26
214514 Outer Flange £58.69
Rear Bearing Kit ...... £14.04

149769 or 149770 Wishbone
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Lin
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket
Complete Bush Kit ......
68939A Spring Eye Bush

MECHANICAL & BRAKES
Front brake pads (type 12 caliper
Engine Mountings (4 cylinder)
Engine Mountings (6 cylinder)
Qil Filter (Spit/Herald hi spec Wipac;
Oil Filter (6 Cyl (Except GT6) hi spec Champion) £2.35
Qil filter (GT6) .+ £6.89
Fully reconditioned Engine (high spec any He or Spit) £468.82
Gearbox (fully reconditioned, exchange)
Differential (full recon, exchange)....
Front Brake Pads (other models) from
Brake Discs (Her/Spit)...
Brake Discs (Vit/GT6,
Brake Shoes (Vit/GT6)
Brake Shoes (Spit/Her)
Brake Drums (all models) from
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from ..
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Her/Spit)
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GT6)
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)
Decoke Sets from
Bottom End Sets (all) at
Fuel Pumps from

£24.95

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT You must mention this advert to obtain these prices.

TRGB Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.

BRAKES
Fully Restored Calipers (as new (exchange) Her/Spit) £53.95

Fully Restored Calipers (as new (exchange) Vit/GT6£64.56
Caliper Seal Kit Type 12 (early spit/Her) ............. £11.74
Caliper Seal Kit Type 14 (late spit/Her) .............. £17.25

Caliper Seal Kit Type 16 P/PB (Vit/GTS, state chassis no) £10.51
Caliper Pistons from
Front Brake Pads (type 12 caliper) .
Brake Hoses (state model and position) .
Front Brake Pads (other models) from.
Brake Discs Herald/Spit
Brake Discs Vitesse/GTt
Brake Shoes Spit/Herald ..
Brake Shoes Vit/GT6 ...
Brake Drums (all models) from
Copper Brake Pipe Kits from ....
Rear Wheel Cylinder (Herald/Spit)
Rear Wheel Cylinder (1500/GT6).
Silicon Brake Fluid (1 litre)....

BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available.
Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us
for an honest opinion of what does and does not fit!
Remember we fit our own panels in our workshop!

Spit MkIV/1500 Rear wing (excellent quality’
Spit/GT6 Outer Sill
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance (fibreglass)
Spit/GT6 Quarter Valance Teel
Spit/GT6 Floor Pan.......
Spit/GT6 Door Skin (high quality)
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (high quality)
Spit/GT6 Front Wing (original)
Spit/GT6 Boot Floor steel
Spit/1/2/3 Bootlid steel ...
Spit Mk 1V/1500 Bootlid steel
Rear Valance (MkIV / 1500)
Rear Valance (Spit |, II, 1)
Front Outrigger (Spit/GT6)...
Front Chassis Crossmember (Spit/GT6) .
Chassis Outriggers (Her/Vit) (Heavy Duty) all ....£16.39
Front Chassis Cross Tube

with overrider brackets (heavy duty Her/Vit)
Front Cross Tube Repair ends (Her/Vit) ..
Her/Vit Front Valence (F/Glass high quality)
Her 13/60 LH Front Wing ...
Herald 13/60 RH Front Wing.
Herald/Vitesse Sills ..........
Herald/Vitesse Front Wheel/arch Lip Repair......
Herald/Vitesse Doorskins (original pressing) ... £44.59
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (f/glass).. £13.51
Herald/Vitesse Rear Centre Valance (f/glass) .. £22.26
Herald/Vitesse Centre Valance Original Pressing £42.24
Herald/Vitesse Rear Quarter Valance (steel) ....
Herald/Vitesse Rear Arch Lip Repair................

RADIATORS AND COOLING
Full Width High Cooling Spec (Spit)
Standard Herald and Spitfire ex
4 row, High Spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
(no Kenlowe required) ex
Kenlowe Fan Kit (for the power hungi

£17.56
ull workshop facilities at only £18.50 an hour (+VA

Prices subject to change without notice.

RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS

Windscreen Seal (Spit 1/2/3 GT6 1/2) .............. £15.21
Bright Trim Finisher (for Spit I/Il/II/GT6 I/l Her/Vit) £5.95
Windscreen Seal (Spit IV/1500).........cc.ccocvvvuvenad £14.98

Pair of Bright Trims for (Spit 1V/1500 seal)
Windscreen Seal (Herald/Vitesse)
Rear Screen Seal (Herald/Vitesse,
Door Seal Furflex (per side) from..
Outer Door Glass Seal (all cars,
Inner Door Glass Strip .
Boot Seals from only..
‘T' Pedal Rubbers .....
Herald Rubber Bumper Set (6 parts)

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)
Spitfire MkI, Il (without front pipe).
Spitfire MKl (full system) ...
Spitfire MkIV (complete system)
Spitfire 1500 (complete system)
Extractor Manifold (1500) . £124.95
Twin Pipe System (for abov £129.95
Twin Pipe System (inc adptr for std manifold) £135.00
GT6 Mk3 (complete stainless system) ............ £136.24

HOODS AND TONNEAUS
Standard PVC Hoods, all at .
Vynide Hoods, all at
Tonneau Covers ...
Double Duck Hood

Mohair Hoods
STARTER MOTOR / ALTERNATOR / DYNAMO
Starter Motor EXChange ...........cccuimnmininninnens £26.96

Starter Solenoid
Dynamo Exchange
Alternator Exchange

Voltage Regulator (2 Bobbin)
Voltage Regulator (3 Bobbin)

CLUTCH KITS

Special Offer

Herald/Spitfire 111V 3 part
Clutch Kits (new not recon) ......
1500 Clutch Kit new (Brog & Beck

HIGH SPECIFICATION ROLL-OVER BARS
HIGH SPEC. ROLL OVER BARS FOR SPITFIRES,
HERALD AND VITESSE. ALL ONE PRICE.....£49.95

OR PADDED ALL ONE PRICE ......£99.95

ALL COME COMPLETE IN BLACK
PRIMER WITH ALL FITTINGS.

RUST FREE BODY PANELS FROM CALIFORNIA,
LARGE SELECTION PLEASE ENQUIRE. (2nd Hand)

SPECIAL OFFER
SPITIRE MKIV &1500

MILD STEEL REAR EXHAUST BOX
AMAZING VALUE AT £35.00

DO YOU HAVE OUR NEW CATALOGUE?

IS FREE JUST PHONE OR FAX.

>



Both the Midge and the Locust
started under the JC badge but
are now being marketed as
Ford based. It is still possible to
build Triumph based examples,
although the current suppliers
have little experience of Triumph
mechanics, talk to, White Rose
Vehicles, Upbury Manor Centre,
Marlborough Road, Gillingham,
Kent, ME7 5HT. Telephone:
01634 281736.

HBS Tvre 48 SprypER

The prototype of this eye -
catching car first appeared at our
South of England Meet in 1991
and since then has made quite a
mark on the kit car scene. Three
versions are available, the Spyder,
the Pescara and the Warrior.

The Spyder uses all Club car
mechanicals on a Spitfire chassis
that is lengthened by twelve
inches. By my reckoning this
means that if you started with a
Herald type chassis you would
have to lengthen it by about

4 inches. The

Pescara
uses our

HuRRICANE

The Hurricane is unique in this list of kit cars
in that it is the only one that is designed to
fit onto an unmodified Spitfire or GT6 chassis.
Introduced in 1982 as the Vincent Hurricane this
quality kit found a fair number of eager buyers. 1
have seen many examples over the years and all
have looked excellent. This car retains such luxuries
as wind up windows, a proper hood and a boot
from the donor Spitfire. Due mainly to the accom-
plished fibre-glass moulding the Hurricane has

never been cheap to buy but the finished car

has a truly production look, and feel, to it -
y this is reflected in resale values.

Production rights have
passed through
several hands over
the years and
_currently reside
with Caburn
Engineering,
18 Greenbhill
Way, Haywards
Heath, West
Sussex, RHI7 75QQ.
Telephone:

front suspension with a Dolomite
axle at the back on a HDS
designed chassis. The Warrior
shares the same body but is

built on a space frame chassis
and doesn’t use any Triumph
bits. The wonderful shape is
inspired by the Ferrari 166, a
real head turner. Contact, HDS,
65 Clifton Road, London, SE25
6PX. Telephone: 0181 653 7318.

o

01444 450007.

There you have it, the magnificent seven (groan!).
Contact the manufacturers for their current literature
and prices. If you want a more unbiased view contact
me and | will give you my honest opinion (based on
the size of the retainers | get from each company - |
wish) or try to put you in touch with other owners.

If you start building now you could be on the
road for the summer - make 1997 your year of
the alternative car. Happy new year to alll %

The popular
30’s style
Midge.

The Hurricane
adheres closely
to the Spitfire
and GT6

body shape.

Our first feature of the year
was sent in by Colin Lindsay
(Co Fermanagh N.L). It was
going to be for sale
when Colin saw it

. but the outcome
was that the owner
changed his mind
and has now
decided to have it
restored for himself
to use!! The registra-
tion number is TPD
130F, finished in
valencia, with tan
trim, 93,000 miles

NMac

on the clock, complete with a full length sunroof,

and extra (white faced) dials . . .

nice to know

she has been ‘found” and will one day be re-born . . .

The next featured Vitesse was first seen on these
register pages in June 1989 (page 30) under a

different registration . . .
original number back . . .

but she now has her
it is of course my very

own VPP 533} (I am having to use her as my
feature file has run dry!!) But | thought it would
be nice to give you an update as it were . . . just

to remind you and
prove that you can
run a Vitesse every
day without it
becoming too much
of a casualty to the
elements! So . . .
she was first regis-
tered on the 3rd

of March 1971,
chassis number,
HC57813DL
finished in sienna
(strange brown!)
with a tan interior, . .

The valencia
Vitesse
TPD 130F.

. I bought her on the 5th of july

1988 . . . Since | have owned her she has had a body
off (total!) re-build at SW Classics, followed the next

year by an engine rebuild . . .
. and no mortgage!) . . . she is

a bit of spare cash . .

used, loved and enjoyed every day . .
have her the more 1 like it . .
old friend, a well used comfortable slipper . .

(in the days when | had

. the fonger |
. becoming more of an
. what-

ever . . . you get to know every little noise and feelings

when things are not quite right . .

. when | first bought

her | had no other Vitesse so my personal number

(MCR 936 . ..

in 1970) went on her . . .
love, also a Mark I saloon . .
and the original VPP was issued

and at the present time she is sitting

back onto her . . .
back to VPP! . ..

that I acquired off an old school friend

then | re-discovered my first
. 50 my number went

in the garage awaiting to carry me lovingly to work . .
. with what | imagine to be an original 112,000

miles on the clock . . .

Revyvnmnolds

| did write to all the previous
owners (after
getting a list
from DVLC)
but alas |
have no
replies . . .
5o if anyone
does know
anything of her
mysterious past
. please do
let me know
. thanks!

Yes it's
VPP 533).
Run every day!

- >




Next is a photograph sent to
me by Michael Hancock (you

tell you if there is enough energy stored in the battery
to permit a few hours parking with the lights switched

should all know his superb
damson Mk Il convertible GWA
166) . . . featured in:several
classic magazines over the
years.) The photo shows an
original SAH centre console

as per the old advertisement in
the July register, Michael still
has this one that he bought but
never got around to using it . . .
until now that is . . . but before
he actually fits it into his Vitesse,
he (along with myself) wondered
if perhaps the Club or another
independent person would look
into the possibilities of re-making
such an article, maybe to a
slightly higher standard . . .
anyone with the knowledge (of
fibreglass) and interest/inspira-
tion?? Drop me a line! . . .

Onto a further supplementary
instrument . . . this month ‘the
Voltmetre an easy, simple, one
to fit (I think!) this is in effect
connected between the two
battery terminals - actually
via the ignition switch, as the
instrument itself does take a
tiny quantity of current and
need not work while the car
is parked, when

on, it can also indicate whether your battery is in
good condition or in need of replacement. A Volt-
metre does not have a central zero, in fact a battery

condition indicator does not have a zero on it's scale

at all, calibrating the scale from something under 11
volts to over 15 volts sensitivity is increased over the

critical range, within
this range there is a
green sector marked
from an off charge
(11'/2 volts) to an on
charge (maximum of
15 volts). When all is
well, switching on the
ignition should move
the pointer slowly
into the green sector,
where it should
remain. A reading in

Original SAH
centre console.

the lower red sector, when there is little current
being taken from the battery, means that the battery
is undercharged. A pointer which moves from the
green down into the red sector if you switch on

the lights with the dynamo not charging, means
that although well charged, the battery is in poor
condition. A reading in the upper red sector when
driving indicates over charging of the battery, which
will soon become dry unless the voltage regulator
is re-adjusted. So there we have it . . . We will soon

have your Vitesse looking like Concorde!!

... But

whatever you do, please do not chop holes in those

wonderful dashboards!! Mount your extra instruments

below the dash or in

ust two years
after the launch
of the GT6
(MkD) Triumph
announced a new
model, the Mark 11,
with the slogan
“More sting In
the engine, more
cling in the tail.”

Triumph had taken press criti-
cisms over the handling of the

the large change in camber angle under enthusiastic cornering,
eventually causing the rear wheels to “tuck under” the car. The
answer was to adapt the rear suspension to a kind of double wish-
bone design (like on the front of the car) with the rear spring itself
acting as the upper “wishbone”. A similar system was used on the
Cooper Grand Prix cars in the late Fifties. The solution was originally
developed for the Vitesse saloon, where the handling problem was
even more acute than the GT6. Later the scheme was proposed for
the GT6 and even the Spitfire {although never implemented on the
latter car on grounds of cost).

The crux of the new suspension layout was the addition of a
lower wishbone joining the {new) vertical link firmly to the chassis.
This had the effect (as in any double wishbone system) of keeping
the wheel (more or less) vertical throughout the range of vertical
suspension deflections. The penalty for this was that the drive

installing a voltmetre e | 2 suitable console . . . A voltmetre. GT6 to heart and decided to do shaft could no tonger remain fixed in length.

(or battery condition it can be done! . .. Don't go something about it with a view

indicator) it is un- installing it into to increasing sales figures. The A device was required to take up the “plunge” (as it is technically
necessary to remove That's it for this first your lovely task for the Triumph engineers called) as the wheel moved up and down. Here the Triumph

any part of the existing register of 1997 . . . d T;:Empz was to bring about e

wiring, the wires although 1 still do have aihoza:‘, an improvement in g0 =

supplied with the a photograph of a red g handling without ) K e

instrument should be Mk I convertible MPP altering the trans-

used to link one
terminal to the A4
terminal of the car’s
junction box (or to
any other point which
becomes live only

:
!
|
. e . H
when the ignition is A belated thanks to deemed too i ) 3
switched on!). The all of you who came expensive. g i 2 |
other terminal should have an to the ‘Beeny Bonfire’ along with your foodies and ! ‘-A‘
earth connection to the car's Fireworks . . . it was, as always an excellent The problem é

metal structure . . . The purpose
of a Voltmetre is basically to tell
you the condition of your battery
(what it can do for you!). It can

€y

SH (I misplaced the
accompanying letter).
If it's yours please

do send on more
information!

evening . . . but would not have been possible

without you all there . . .

Thanks . . . take care . . . cheers . . . Mac. *

verse rear spring
fayout or changing
the chassis or
bodywork in any
major way; these
changes were

with the fixed
length swing-axle
rear suspension
arrangement was

NMilkke Scott




engineers already had an answer in the form of the rubber “donuts”
(so-called because of their shape) used in the Triumph 1300 FWD
drive shafts. The Vitesse / GT6 units are actually slightly modified
versions. Other changes to the rear set-up included moving the
forward ends of the radius arms inwards, towards the centre of

the car and new longer slimmer damper units, which were now
attached to brackets welded to the inner wheelarch instead of
picking up from the chassis.

The effect of the suspension changes was to reduce the change in
rear wheel camber angle between the extremes of its travel from 21
degrees on the Mark 1
GT6 (as it retrospectively
became known) to only
about 7'/: degrees on the
MkIL The height of the
rear roll centre was also
reduced, from 12.8
inches to 6.3 inches,
bringing it closer to the
height of the front roll-
centre. The practical
upshot of all this was a
much better handling
car, particularly on the
cornering limit, inspiring
more driver confidence
under vigorous driving.

It also cured the
problem that the Mark |
had of the bonnet lifting
under acceleration and
obscuring the driver’s
forward vision when

he needed it most.

|
|

There was generally a
positive reaction from
the motoring press of the
time. Motor magazine's
July 1969 article, in
which the GT6 Mkll was
put through its paces on
the road, bore the title
“Much improved”. This
was pretty much the
tone of most contemporary articles, although the correspondent for
the American publication, Road Test, was probably stretching a point
in the February 1969 issue when he enthused, “. . . the GT6 in its
new '+’ form has evolved into a cornering demon.” (I should mention
here that the GT6 MkIl was released in the United States as the GT6+
and badged as such.)

So much for the “more cling in the tail” what about the “more
sting in the engine”? Mainly for reasons of parts commonality,
Triumph changed the GT6 (and Vitesse) cylinder head to one which
shared a common casting with its other six-cylinder sports car of the

30

time, the TR5. This should

not be taken to mean that GT6
Mkl and TR5 cylinder heads
are interchangeable, they are
not. The push-rods were now
enclosed within the head casting
itself, instead of passing through
alloy tubes as on the Mk,
making the cylinder head the
same width as the top of the
block. For this reason the new

style of cylinder head is known
as the “full width” head. In
order to rationalise costs the
chic chrome rocker cover was
dropped in favour of a silver
painted cover.

The real benefit of the new
head was its improved porting
allowing the engine to breathe
more freely. This, and the

addition of new valves and a
new camshaft profile with more
overlap (50 degrees about top
dead centre as opposed to 36
degrees) and higher lift, gave the
Mark 1l engine a (net) power of
104 bhp at 5300 rpm compared
with 95 bhp for the Mkl. This in
turn gave the car a top speed
approaching 110 mph. There
was, however, some loss of that
famous six-cylinder smoothness
and some loss of torque‘in the
lower rev range.

As well as the important
changes to the engine and rear
suspension Triumph added a
number of detail changes. The
Mark 1l was only offered with
the 3.27:1 differential regardless
of whether an overdrive was
fitted or not, although fitment
of the 3.98:1 diff was available
as a special order, Externally,
the front bumper was raised to
give the “bone in teeth” look
of the current Spitfire MkHI,
an extra set of bonnet louvres
were added just behind the
front wheels and the wheels
themselves were new, sporting
Rostyle-like wheel covers
featuring five dummy wheel
nuts (wire wheels were still
available as an option).

The interior now featured
a matt veneer dashboard, a
padded steering wheel and
TR5-style rocker switches, all
concessions to the all-important
and ever more safety-conscious
US market. A heater (or, more
accurately, the vaned copper
pipe Triumph palmed off as a
heater) was now a standard
fitment, as was a heated rear
window. The GT6 Mkl received
some press criticism for its lack
of ventilation. This was put
right in the Mark Il with dash-
mounted “eyeball” fresh air
vents and proper extractor
vents in the rear quarters,
sporting chromed louvres

on the exterior.

All these changes added up to a formidable improvement package
when compared to the original Mark |, so it was inevitable that the
price should rise, but Triumph did well to limit the increase to only
about £80. The GT6 Mkl was offered for sale in its standard form
for £879 (excluding £250 purchase tax), and still represented excep-
tional value for money for a car of its class. The paradoxical thing
was that this was not translated into an increase in sales, which
remained relatively static at about 6500 per year.

And here are the answers to everyone who attempted
last months seasonal quiz:

1) The Coventry Triumph Cycle Company.
2) Saffron (dull yeliow).

3) The original Triumph three rail gearbox has reverse to the left of
first gear (on the gear knob), the subsequently simplified Austin /
Morris / BLMC design has reverse to the right of third gear.

4) South African, Gordon Murray.

5) 803 cc.

6) The Austin A-Series.

7) Both have 45-degree slant four engines,

8) Morris Garages.

9) A GT6 Mkll made for the 'North American market

10) Rubber donut, very similar to the Triumph Rotoflex couplings.

11} To accommodate change in driveshaft length, technically known
as “plunge”.

12) To sort out the handling of the TR2 prototype.
13) Gran Turismo Omolagato.
14) Karmann of Germany.

15) Because Michelotti (Triumph’s regular stylist) was busy working
on the Triumph 2000 Mkl at the time.

16) Complete Knock Down.

17) It was the name given to the kit of parts which Triumph shipped
to countries such as South Africa and Australia, where they were
then assembled locally into Heralds mainly.

18) They feared a 2-litre Spitfire would impact on TR4 sales.

19) It was the first production UK vehicle to be fitted with
hydraulic brakes.

20) Pininfarina. +*
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estorations

are many

things to
many people,
most of us have
completed, are
in the middle of,
or hope one day
to restore our
treasured
Triumphs.

Restorations of course can

also apply to objects other than

classic cars! One can even
restore reputations and good
relations. This month then
we'll look at a couple of
restorations with a difference.

RESTORATION
WITH A DIFFERENCE
SUBJECT OAE:.

Dear Mr. Robarts,

I unfortunately missed you
at Stafford Yesterday, as | was
hoping you could tell me
something about (the remains
of) a Trailer tent that |
have acquired.

So far | know that it was
made in Staffs under the name

€8y

of “Motent”; The body is made of GRP, and it looks as though it was
light blue, but has since been hand painted white.

The “lid” opens up to form half of the roof, the other half being
formed by a dark blue canvas; It sounds as easy to erect as your
favourite, the Combi - Camp!

On the back are three ORANGE lights for brakes, side lights and
indicators - This makes me think it is quite old, 1950’s perhaps?

Inside are the remains of two bunks; Rats have made a disgusting
mess of most of the interior, but it looks as though there was a
cupboard or perhaps a sink at the end of one of the bunks?

The wheels are
missing and as | can’t
get any to fit, | have
made up a new axle
using 10” mini wheels,
brakes, hubs and
stubs. | think these
are close to the
original size as 8”
wheels look too small.

I have already been
told that it would be
cheaper to scrap the Motent and buy a more modern trailer-tent, but
I don't think that is the point.

| feel that for a couple of hundred pounds | could make it usable for
some enjoyable touring with my MKIV Spitfire.

Have you ever heard of this trailer tent ?

Do you have any information, or know where | could find out some
details so | can restore it fairly accurately?

Because of the previous (rodent) occupiers, 1 intend to strip it totally,
use bleach to sterilise the interior, then make up new bunks,
cupboards etc, hopefully similar to the original spec.

| also own an old awning, which I had considered cutting up to
replace the torn canvas. Or do you think it would be better used to
make an optional awning for the Motent? I'm sure you are a busy
man, but | would really appreciate any information you can spare
on this subject. Yours sincerely,

R. M. Stanton (TSSC member 93/43591)

Rickk Robarts

As you will see from the first line of Richard’s letter, | received it
some time ago. The reason I'm using it now is threefold.

One: I'm afraid identifying the Motent was quite beyond me, but

| know a man who can. | wrote to the Camping and Caravanning
Club, who were kind enough to reply in the form of a very informa-
tive letter from their National Technical Information Officer, Geoff
Timberlake. So firstly I'd like
to use this forum to thank
them for their help. Now |
know how keen they are to
promote inter-club assistance
I shall pester them regularly
with any of your questions
that | can’t answer myself.

Two: Geoff’s reply was
based on letters concerning
the Motent which had been
published in early issues of his clubs magazine. I'm sure the informa-
tion was sufficient for Richard to crack on with his restoration, but it
wasn’t comprehensive. If by any chance any if you have any further
info that you think Richard would find useful, let me have it please.

Three: Richard has promised an article outlying the trials and tribula-
tions of his restoration when it's completed. While some restorations
take much longer than others ( Leon’s springs to mind ), | reckon this
one must be well underway by now, so you might just get the con-
cluding part to the story during the same calendar year as the start.

RESTORATION WITH A DIFFERENCE SUBJECT THO.

Following on from Novembers article, part of which could have
been perceived as my having a laugh at Crewesey's expense, which
of course | was, | received the following letter from Mike Looking at
the first line made me think about a restoration of goodwill. It wasn’t
my fault Mike, | was given the photos and | just couldn’t resist the
temptation. All I've got to do now is make my peace with Mac for
fast month and hope Leon forgives me this month.

Dear Rick,

Thank you for your article displaying the inadequacies of long
wheel base off road vehicles. Friends that know me well know
that | never forget, but just when you have . . . !

The reason | am writing to you is to tell you that | have even
towed off-road. On one of our maintenance days with the AWDC
in Simmons Wood, Crowthorne we needed to remove scalpings
along the lane from where the Council had tipped them. The easiest
way was by trailer. | borrowed a poor unsuspecting box trailer,
about 5" x 4’ x 2’6" high which we used to move the scalpings.
When we finished we went for a drive, trailer and all! The car behind,
a Japanese hairdresser (Suzuki), was very complimentary about the
trailer’s chassis. They thought | had found a new way of saving tyre
wear, by keeping the trailer wheels in the air as much as possible!
| must admit it was strange looking in the rear view mirror and
looking into the bottom of the trailer. So there you have it, an
unusual story or not?

A question, when might we
expect YOUR “British Classic
Off Roader’ actually Off Road?
Sainsbury’s car park doesn’t
count!!! Keep it muddy, regards,

Mike Crewes.

Well it's different isn't it?
And as regards the last line,
yes Mike and | do have
something else in common.

Finally in answer to Phil
Willsons request in his article
last month for someone to
explain the phenomenon of
folk getting all sorts of informa-
tion about an advert by phone,
promising to come round and
then not showing up, it's very
simple Phil.

That will be the type of person
who having phoned several
adverts, extracting all possible
info and leaving the advertisers
waiting in all day, will then fill
the rest of their weekend with
the following. Visit several
houses for sale with no intention
of buying, then onto the car
showroom to test drive a car
they wouldn’t purchase even if
they had the money. Then it's off
to the caravan depot to engage
the salesman in mindless drivel
for a few hours and take another
good look at the stock they
won't buy. We've all come
across them. They are the
hobbyless, Phil, the only thing
that puzzles me is what your
example was doing reading
adverts in the Courier.

Please send all articles &
letters with photos if possible to:
Rick Robarts, S5 Shelburne
Road, Cressex, High Wycombe,
Bucks HP12 3NQ. *
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~ Happy
New Year
// \\to trunnion
oilers everywhere
and long may

Ke ttle ones!

Now, if you've

been following
anything I've said
over the last several
months, you will
not only deserve

a medal but you'll

turn to the centre
pages in order to
service sheet.

| can almost hear the buzz of
excitement as you look. OK, so
you've seen it and it’s failed to
get you really going. Well, never
mind. | shall explain it anyway
since one or two of you may
find it useful.

As I've said before, regular
servicing is the best way of
ensuring that your car, whatever
the type, goes on performing

€y

reliably throughout the year,
come rain, shine or stormy
weather. If you've got an
Amphicar then you can cope
with floods as well. The idea
is that you make a few photo-

a major service and your car
has 65,000 on the clock, then
mark the 12,000 interval, this
being the first major service
interval on the sheet. Then the
next (interim) service is due at

copies of the - - - 71,000 miles
schedule and The idea is that you but you use

use a fresh make a few phﬂtﬂ(‘,upies the 18,000 mile
one every i . ; point, and so on.
time a service “f fthﬂ‘ﬁbhﬂdﬂle dlld'll;\f'/ Alternatively, and
is due. If you d Iresh one every time this will probably

keep them in

a service is due.”

be less confusing,

a file then you
can build up a partial service
history which may have some
value when you come to sell.

The way to use the sheet is
as follows: Knowing, hopefully,
what has been done to the car
previously, decide whether you
need to carry out an interim or
a major service i.e. have you
recently (ever?) changed the oil
or air filter, or the plugs and
points, or greased anything? If
the answer is ‘No’ then a major
service is probably due. Then
see if one of the mileages
printed at the top approximate-
ly matches the reading on the
speedo. If not, then it’s
probably best to start at the 6
or 12,000 mile point on the
sheet, according to which
service you've selected, and
then do all future maintenance
with reference to that. So, for
example, if you decide to do

Fhil

you could block
out the printed figures and
introduce your own. Of course,
you could be lucky and find that
the mileage and service type
correspond closely in which
case you just jump in at the
appropriate point. Once this is
done, fill in the date, mileage
and type (interim or main) and

§

Fig.1

| me——1
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then work through the various
items where a Y appears in the
appropriate column, ticking each
task off as you complete it. Some
of the items further down the list
which appear only in the B
service column could be done
as part of the A service as weli

if you so wish. It's hard to be
precise about some of them,

but you will appreciate that
many of the items are MOT
check points so it may be
advantageous to check as

much as you can every time.

The other provisos are that
you should change the air filter
much more often if you live in
a dusty climate and that it is
generally recommended that
engine oil should be changed
at least once a year regardless
of the mileage. | honestly
don't know whether this is a
genuine requirement or whether
it's another way for the oil
companies to get hold of your
hard-earned cash, but they
say that it's due to the gradual
decay or loss of some of the
important additives. An unbiased
but knowledgeable comment
on this would be appreciated.

Fig.3

Finally
on this
subject, the sheet as

printed is suitable for almost all
Club cars bar the Amphicar, the
only additional item | can think
of to make it universal is to add
the checking and setting up of
twin carburettors. Of course,
non-standard configurations like
electronic ignition, silicone

brake fluid and K&N filters need
to be considered as appropriate.

How’s that for a lead in to the
next part of the article? Many
members have fitted a K&N filter
to their 13/60 (see Fig.1 for the
kit contents) but a fair number

have asked “What do | do with
the hose from the rocker cover
since there is no suitable con-
nection on the new unit?”. |
understand that the Club does
supply a sheet telling where you
can stick it (1) but I felt it was
time to research the matter a
little further and find some other
solutions. There are four main
alternatives that | can
suggest:

1. Itjust so
happens that
the K&N
element is
very similar
in size to
the standard
filter so it can
be used as a
direct substitute.
Figure 2, shows the K&N
in the ‘frying pan’ and a standard
filter element on the right for
comparison. The person who
pointed this out to me at Stafford
reckoned that the performance
advantage of the replacement
filter was not really jeopardised
by this arrangement and he had
had his car dyno tested to prove

the point. It's probably less noisy
as well (see later).

2. Mimic the earlier engines
(1147 et al) by simply venting
the crankcase to atmosphere.
To do this, take a piece of '/
inch bore rubber tubing and

run it backwards over the inlet
manifold and then down
towards the bell housing.

Since there is a small tendency
for oil to come down the pipe,
you should ensure that the first
part rises slightly from the rocker
cover thus allowing stray oil to
run back again. It should be
possible to tie the hose to one
of the heater hoses in order to
hold it steadily in position but
do allow enough slack for
engine vibration. The Club
recommends the use of a non-
return valve somewhere in the
line but | am not totally sure
what this is, or where you
would get such a thing. |

would recommend the use of

a simpler device rather dramati-
cally called a ‘flame trap” which
was quite commonly used in the
crankcase ventilation systems of
various BL and Rootes Group
cars of the 60’s and 70’s.
Basically, it is a metal or plastic
canister containing a wire mesh
and with two pipe connections -
see Fig.3. In this application it
will simply act as an oil catcher
and should be fitted horizontally
and as close to the rocker cover

—EF>




PHTUNE

Oil Cooler Installation kits, Spin on Adaptors and Oil Radiators

TRIUMPHTUNE

OPEN'NG HOURS: MON-FRI 8.30 - 5.30 SAT 9.30-4.00
Modified Cylinder Heads

All TRIUMPHTUNE cylinder heads are ~ Our lowereq springs are 22-28 Manor Road
supplied ready assembled with valves,  available with varying
@ % springs, and are designedffor degrees of heightd
.=¢~ road/sprint applications. If you require reduction for road or 3
Qg/ further details or a special order full race applications. Tel: 0181 948 6666
competition cylinder head, please contact our Springs available Fax: 0181 940 9268
Richmond branch. for all Models. Freefone: 0500 479299

Uprated and Competition Clutch Assemblie

Uprated Road

Clutch Kits

These new

kits designed for

fast road application are
available for Spitfire 1500cc N
and GT6/Vitesse. The kits include

The oil cooler is essential to retain the oil temperature
within the safety limits for modern traffic conditions.
Supplied as an installation kit, containing adaptor,
extension bolt, two radiator hoses. The 6 cylinder kit
includes an spin adaptor which enables the fitment of a

replacement filter rather than the element type. This
is also available separately. @@

Richmond, Surrey
TW19 1YB

=

clutch cover, clutch plate and the release i From £19.98 each.
beari P Rubher Shainless Steu] Stage II: has reshaped standard valves and gas flowed. BIRMINGHAM
earing. TT1365 £42.88 TT1367 £56.40 1300/1500 o i . o Haed chamb We also stock a full
Spitfire 1500cc Please contact our TT1768 £58.16 TT1768S £61.33 GT6 & Vitesse ’ Stage I11: all new TriumphTune valves, bronze guides and gas flowed chambers. e o both Spag 991 WolverhamPton Rd
GT6/Vitesse Richmond branch. 13 Row Oil Radiator ~ ARA221 £34.66 6 Cylinder GT6 & Vitesse  Stage 2 Stage 3 Tuning byfg — and Kot shiek Oldbury, W. Midlands
Full competition clutch kits availablé, phone for details Spin on adaptor TT1286 £20.56 All Models il S . il absorbers. o 013;;19 544R‘: i
. g : : > el:
Performance Camshafts Newtronic Ignition Kits MKkl £411.30 £511.30 ;\lyle:tro.nhubprateegmh Fax: 0121 544 4340
. P ront wishbon ¥
We also have a full range of reground and brand new profiled This system which sits inside Spitfire p kit (set of 8) Freefone: 0800 919259
camshafts ground by Kent Cams to our own profiles, for 4 and 6 your distributor unit provides : I
' S 7 £293.80 £334.88 e TT34601 £42.30
@ cylinder requirements. For details contact the Richmond branch more accurate timing through 11320;1C500cc £287.88 £370.13 Terry Hur BRISTOL
~W0 for more details. the use of a optical trigger pick 93 Newfoundiand Road

- e BT B e ] ' i
Weber Inlet Manifolds Kenlowe Electric Cooling Fans distributor shaft. The kit - 4 Pot Vented Brake Kits Nerite SRite LU Bristol Avon BS2 9LU

i . . . ; . . . o — Our 4 pot vented brake kit is To improve the braking efficiency of your Tel: 01179 232523
;III;J\Z/ }?tlite:’taggfsvlgg; - ﬁzs\ingsleﬁqi?lzr:intriortiodays heavy ;rz;fﬂg > contaélnj jtl;:gtalrfs "l’? supplied with alloy calipers, GT6 and Vitesse we can offer a budge§ Fax: 01179 428236
Spitfte, 76 s Vitesse it );vaiI:blenirs] t?i?aitar?:;v;:fide " Zewitch unit :@ { adaptor plates, vented discs, conversion kit. The kit contains two thicker | Freefone: 0800 919668
‘ sw%tchA S f7 ge viith & B} ¢ and fast road brake pads, vented discs, a pair of spacers for the
.

calipers and all mounting hardware
necessary for the conversion.

PROMOTIONS

() giving improved braking and

/2
12V coil. :
o reduced unsprung weight.

GTo, Spitfire Mki-1V &

TT10549  £82.25
Single Weber for 1300cc &1500cc

TT29421 £99.87
GT6/Vitesse/TR & 2000/2.5i

TT1350  £85.18 pair TT29441  £99.87 1500cc. and Vitesse GT6/Vitesse SPB3752 £593.37 Fits GT6 & Vitesse MkI-IIl. WIN AN
Twin Weber for 1300cc &1500cc b All Spitfire Models AII‘Kits/ Spitfire MKIII/1500 SPB3452  £585.15 Conversion Kit  SPB3701 £282.00 With every purchase
TT1750  £175.95 U TT2948 £5.90 £ over £150 inc VAT
GT6 & Vitesse Triple Weber Mkil Manual Override Switch Kit 60.40 - Fuel Pumps and Filter Regulators Rocker Oil Feed Kit % The ew iterest
i i i S There are two types of electric fuel pump available, the Supplies oil to the Free revolving
Mild sat Stinees Sesl R M S ‘s.s/) solid state type and the interrupter version which is the rocker shaft , reducing f customer charge

All our TriumphTune extractor manifolds are manufactured  |The oval boxed system has 1.75” chromed tail pipes while the | Dﬁ?{%unted rates for

-~ quieter. Electric fuel pumps also eliminate the problem the risk of failure in this
in mild steel or stainless steel on our own jigs. round system produces a quieter sound with 2.25” tail pipes. ] of ‘fuel starvation’ by keeping a constant pressure. Fuel colm‘ponent. The L o
1300/1500 Splt'ﬂre/HeraId TT1400  £84.01 |Spitfire/GT6 & Yltesse pressure regulators are also a worthwhile adld!]tqlon to d orlg';nalkandol?]e;t ! . ind B recavry
1300/1 SOQ Stainless Steel  FS1400 £141.00 [TT5420 Oval Silencers  £99.87 any fuel system, as they enable you to control the ocker Oil Fee =
MKI GTé/Vitesse TT1600 £190.94 |TT5412 Round Silencers £113.97 pressure and filter the fuel before it reaches the float 8 TT1226 o £19.38 All prices |r:c|ude
Mk2 GT6/Vitesse TT1700 £190.93 [FS5412 Stainless Steel  £178.60 i chambers. VAT@17.5%
\\_/": % Fuel Pumps from  £44.41 (Fast Road or COmpetition) _ . . . . o o o s s s e s o s o s s o o o o o -
i £21.15
% Fuel Filter Regulator from i NAME H
. . . . I
Conversion and Upgrade Kits packs for Engine & Suspension. B The Tuning Guide for all Triumphs : ADDRESS 1
ki 1
PLUSKIT A Six Cylinder Models PLUSKIT A (1500cc) Fast Road Spring Kits Dolomite/ Sprint The TRIUMPHTUNE catalogue is 1
GT6 Only This k{it willl improvle the engine’s performance Spitfire MKIV & 1500 Spitlire TRZ-46 ’LM-{I TR7-6 essential equipment for the Triumph dlo 1
This first stage conversion is designed to ishpel?‘aﬂy n tthe :{mdgangte (209? ;;503@”‘." These kits consist of a new rear leaf spring with 46 2000/2.5 Vitesse enthusiast - 110 pages packed with I POST CODE i
improve flow through the engine to increase sileenclercg/:ilesr: 7(8?:1 ﬁﬁ;r:saszlmob“;nwstvp‘/m a credit of £15.00 (if the old unit is in good condition ), information, technical tips and every . 1 CATALOGUE(S) ]
power within the standard rev range, although  richer needles and heavy damper springs to ahse't of Ufpf.at;d and .Iowgred SPhFi”ilS/ IWithba component you're ever likely to need. : ]
his will al : . : it A | ifold . choice of either Koni or Spax shock absorbers to : i -akes and
this WI. also be extended. The @creasg is Z:I li:deﬁ;‘aeuiti(rgﬁglwos tthgeazrlietirl]séatl)s%reathe cnnphete the ki Hanling ardt Meowill e Engine, suspension, br: i I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PO/CASH FOR £ :
approximately 20-25 bhp. The kit consists of the bel;r;r wstlh e 1g5bhp A improwed withihe fitment oFthese yprated ferms bodywork, plus a range or ) | OR PLEASE CHARGE MY ACCESS OR VISA ACCOUNT NUMBER...
TRIUMPHTUNE extractor manifold and GT 1500cc, whilst still giving good economy. wiaking cornering:more eontrolled ardiprecise. performance packs gnd suspension I | \ l ‘ | I \ l J |
system, a pair of HS6 carburettors with adaptor 1 500cc pLUSPAC A TIK1420  £264.37 g kits for road and racing applications - I 1
plates, and of course K&N Air filters. This kit is also available in Stainless Steel Koni Handling Kit TTKg430K £373.06 0 All for only £2.50 (P&P free to the ] [ CHEQUES PAYABLE EXPIRY !
Contact your nearest branch for details. 1500cc PLUSPAC A TTK1420S £364.25 Spax Handling Kit TTK3430S £327.82 TUNE U.K and Mainland Europe ). Fill out 1 E % TO MOSS EUROPE DATE ]
Contact Richmond for 1300cc details “Ithe coupon and order your copy L o e s s o o e o _I




BODY & CHASSIS KITS
An ideal way to rejuvenate a tired Triumph!

For details please write to: Moss Kits, r/o

or telephone/fax: 01225 331509.

“Pinewood”, Weston Lane, Bath, BA1 4AG.

THE MAKERS . .
o ~ WITH OVER Members currently
30 YEARS insured through

EXPERIENCE

chnlce of n!avv
duty.

ict vaﬂz Ev:vllel
W Duck and Mohair

Main seams
stitched

Large welded
rear and welded

wingow

TSSC insurance
without a current
T55C Yaluution,

will be on

Market

TSSC AGREED VALUE

THIS COVER 1S ONLY

A FRACTION. OF

AN AY A CLUB WE
CARNMNOT SUPPORT

MEMBER CLAIMS
WHEN ON MARKET

Y fled
Al fasteners Edges we VALUE €LY

and bthings - in tealhercioth

anctuded § n any colour

FOR LEAFLET & PRICE LIST contact

s “ha ORDER Hampton Road, 823 74)
L0 £XPRESS WIDE BY PHONE amptan Roa.

flengs Cec: (AT #mmm  cogiand Telephone 0121 373 1313
Ir: i vees: (GERP 0121 373 1313 midm Ead 131 SeFen)

Value
ENSURE YOUR CAIVER 15

ESSC A VALUE
n y. WETH A

DATE
TSSC VALUATION.

ELEFHONE TODAY FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION

0121 - 561 - 6262

BEAT THIS! CAR CARPETS

® 5 YEARS GUARANTEE
FREE 1/2” THICK SOUNDPROOFING KIT WITH EVERY CARPET

SPORTS CAR HOODS. NOT MADE FROM UNSUPPORTED PLASTIC

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE. FIND THE LOWEST PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE FOR
YOUR CAR, KNOCK OFF £5 AND SEND US A CHEQUE OR QUOTE CARD
NUMBER.

PRICES INCLUDE VAT ALL

01933 223602 CoLOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK.

Alfa Romeo, Alvis, American, Aston Martin,

Audi, Austin, Bedford, Bentley, BMW,

Bristol, Citroen, Colt, Daf, Daihatsu,

VINYL ROOF KITS 00 INTERIOR?‘{’;‘ZDLIN!NGS

Available for ALMOST ANY car in
black, grey, dark blue, white, light/-
dark brown vinyt with leather grain
E D ZM finish. Raised saddle stitched
ﬁ seams. 5-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL
\/ GUARANTEE — if it loses its ap-
FROM ONLY pearance another will be sent FREE
EASY 7.8 OF CHARGE. All kits include
CHROME LOOK EDGING, AD-

TO FIT

et iy | HESIVE AND INSTRUCTIONS.
Datsun,lFerrari, Fiat, Ford, Healey, Honda, 5 YEAR MADE FROM E‘naé%p‘.{}’é hiLTélaer‘AL,soFUE'\l‘_?’
Hyundai, Isuzu, Jaguar, Jeep, Jensen, Lada, GUARANTEE
Lamborghini, Lancia, Land-Rover, Limousines, Lotus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG,  SPORTS CAR HOODS MATERIALS melre, add £4.50 PAP. Carpoton e

QUALITY TYPE 1" thick, 54" wide, £6.50 per
Mini, Mitsubishi, Morgan, Nissan, NSU, Opel, Panther, Peugeot, Porsche, MGB £85 - Midget £75  FROM ONLY C?a'é’es?:sw.‘ii? géig,per mete. 72"

Rover, Range-Rover, Reliant, Renault, Rolls-Royce, Saab, Seat, Skoda, Spitfire £75 £17 HOODS. SUZUKI 413, 410,
Subaru, Sunbeam, Suzuki, Talbot, Toyota, Triumph, Vauxhall, Volkswagen,  viy/Her. £85 50 + DAIHATSU, STRADA, SCIMITAR,

£4.50 P&P 2 CV, F20, F70, F75, ROCKEY AND
Voivo, Yugo. MOST CARS AVAILABLE. TR7 £85-TR6 £95  COMPLETE Fao.
‘Our products are advertised by us in motoring magazines in the Unites States, Canada, Australia, Germany, ltaly, Holland and Scandinavia.
PHONE 01933 223602. Quote name and address, post code, car, year, colour,
card number or CALL OUR DESPATCHER DIRECT on 01933 223602, 8am to 5pm Mon. to Friday, 8am to
12.30pm Saturday and Sunday. PRICES INCLUDE VAT. Send cheques/POs. 100% satisfaction or if returned
within 14 days, your money back. (Proprietor P.G. & S.M. Hughes).

MOTOR UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES, 14 ANNE ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS

MOT/UPH/496

as possible. They are quite hard
to find these days in your local
accessory shop, but | found the
one shown in Rimmer’s Triumph
2000 catalogue as being for the
2.5 PI. it only cost about £5 and
has part number 603330A. At
periodic intervals it should be
removed and cleaned out

using paraffin.

3. The K&N brochure talks of

a thing called a ‘vent hose
adaptor’ and | have tried to get
one of these from them to try
out, but without success so far -
if it ever turns up I'll tell you
about it in a later article.
However, in the meantime |
have made a similar device
using a '/» inch bsp to '/: inch
hose adaptor (cost about £2)
which 1 found in the local
aquarium shop - they were
shocked to find out they sold
things for Triumph Heralds!

You then need a '/: inch bsp nut,
but the one they supplied had
too large an overall diameter.
However, this is just the size
used on kitchen taps so a quick
rake through old plumbing bits
turned up a rather nice brass
nut which just had to have the
flange sawn off. The detail of the
final item is shown in Figure.1. It
is simply a piece of aluminium
about 1 inch or so wide with a
hole cut for the hose adaptor. it
is then folded and cut as shown

in the figure. The dimension ‘h’
is chosen such that the base of
the hose adaptor is exactly level
with the base of the aluminium
mounting piece. Then assemble
the K&N front plate to the carbu-
rettor using the gasket provided
and two 5/16 inch UNF bolts
(about an inch long) - see Fig.4.
Next, assemble the filter element,
the adaptor you've just made
and the top plate as shown in
Fig.5. The element will push in
slightly to allow this. Ideally you
should arrange for the adaptor to
be as low down as possible so
that it is not so visible, the
position in the photo is
just to illustrate how it
all goes together. Finally,
connect up from the
rocker cover to the
adaptor as shown and,
if possible, use a flame
trap as described previ-
ously to catch any

stray oil.

4. A technical adviser
at K&N suggested that
you could also cut a
hose-size hole in the
front plate of the filter
and just poke the hose
end through it. Crude
but possibly effective.
Again, it is probably
worth putting a trap
in the line to catch
any oil drips.

You should find that the last
two ideas work reasonably well
with the crankcase fumes being
drawn into the filter just like the
standard system. | will cover the
servicing of the filter at a later
date but the sheets supplied
with it state that “Its oil impreg-
nated cotton gauze media
provides an average filter life
(before servicing) of 100,000
miles”. This sounds incredible
to me - can experienced users
enlighten me on this point,
please? Whatever you do,
do not use conventional
cleaning chemicals, only
the recommended ones.

The most important job of
the lot is to put the sticker
somewhere, but | leave that
entirely to your whim.

So there it is. | don't yet
know if there will be any
performance advantages on
my car, but there is an increase
of noise because you can hear
the air being sucked in rather
like those more basic wire
gauze pancake filters from
the likes of Speedograph,
but 1 will report later on
my long term findings. #*




¢ UWSIX SPARESEHE

S|x SIX SPARES THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST [ =]

MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF TRIUMPH SPARES ﬂ
TO THE RETAIL, TRADE & EXPORT MARKETS

MASSIVE sTock OF NEw AND Usep spares FOR HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 anp SPITFIRE

TELEPHONE

N O. 0181 8920141

REAR OF 140C HearH RoAp (BEHIND ALBERT’s Music Suor)

- TwickENHAM, Mipbpx. TW1 4BN.
} CaLLERs WELCOME — RING FIRST FOR DIRECTIONS. \1\
bI'INING HOURS! Mon-Fra 10am 1o 6,Pm, Sar 1 1am 1o SIIM‘\

FAX: O181 892 4547

WE Wil BE ALOSED FOR THE GHRiIsTMAS BREAK & STOCTAKING FROM MonN 23rD Dec

AND WHL RE-OPEN ON Mon 6TH January 1997

SEALS - HERALD /VITESSE

CHROME /LOCKS /BRIGHTWORK/BUMPERS

Front windscreen seal
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal .
P seal on windscreen frame
Saloon roof to header w/screen frame seal
Hood header rail seal, front.,
Hood front outer finisher/ seal (wi ly),
Front quarter light rubbers per pair
Door skin to door glass outer weatherstrip ..
Door skin to door glqss inner weatherstrip
Door glass glazing sedl............
Hood side semljrop of door) .
Wheel arch to dash seal (smcll mu
Door aperture seal, convertible
rome door uperfure seal cappings Convertil
Door aperture seal, saloon ...
Front valance seal...........
Door check link seal
Gear lever gaiter
Handbrake gaiter
Triumph pedal rubber .....
Bonnet stop cone ..............
Master cylinder dust cover/boof
Boot seacr as original...........
Boot seal (non original) ......
Estate rear tailgate glass seal original
Rear quarter window seal, saloon .
Rear windscreen rubber, saloon
Window runner channel, front ..
Window runner channel, rear ..
Rear roof to deck seal, saloon
Petrol tank filler neck seal .............
7 inch headlamp seal HERALD
Front side/indicator lamp rubber seal .
Petrol tank sender unit cover
Petrol tank drain neck seal, sponge .

SEALS - SPITFIRE/GTS6

Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I, II, lll, GT6 |, II
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé IIl
P seal on windscreen frame .........
Roof to windscreen top seal GTé |,
Hood header rail/hard top secl front
Door skin to door glass, outer weafhers'rrlp .
Door skln to door glass, inner weatherstrip .
Door glass glazin [
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal ..........
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap
Door check link seal
Door aperture seal (Furﬂex) SPITFIRE .
Door aperture seal (Furflex) GTé
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I, II, ll, GTé I, 11 .
Front valance sea| SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 i ..
r lever gulter SPITFIRE (ALL), GT6 (ALL)

Handbrake gaiter, SPIT I, I, i, IV ...
Triumph pedal rubber ........
Bonnet stop cone .................
Master cylinder dust cover/boot
Boot se;r
Tailgate aperture seal, GTé
Tailgate glass seal, GT6......
Pe’ro[ tank filler neck seal ... £4.

” headlamp seal SPIT/GTé6 5 : . £3.53

ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE - PLEASE RING

Front windscreen insert, HER/VIT, SPIT I, II, lll, GT6 I, Il
Tailgate rubber insert GT6 I, II, Il ..

Cover clip for inserts ................
Door handle |/h HERALD, VITES
Barrel and keys, rlght hand HER/ VITESSE
Door cam lock r/h HERALD/ ...........
Outer door handle ass. SPIT I, || ||| GT6I I
Outer door handles (mc?ched pair) black or chrome,

SPIT IV/1500, GTé I (|nc|udes lock barrels) ....................
Matched pair ‘of doorlock barrels, SPITFRE I, ll, GT6 1, 1I...

Matched pair door lock barrels, SPITFIRE IV/15OO GTélil .
Inner door handle assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Il .

Inner door handle chrome Eeze|SPITF|RE V/1 500 GT6 1l
Window winder handles and inner door opening handles,

all models — please state model ... ”

‘B’ post striker catch SPITFIRE, GTé C£11.46
Boot hinges (pairs) HER, VIT, SPITI I, ... £21.15
B post sirikers, less slider, HERALD/VITESSE, pair £25.85
Boot ‘T" handle and keys HER, VIT, SFlTI I, . £13:51

Boot lock assembly SPITFIRE |V/1 BOOssvcvvss
Tailgate handle and lock assembly GT6 1, I
Tailgate handle and lock assembly GT6 T
Boot latch/striker assay. SPIT IV/1500, GTé (ALL)
Chrome flip top petrol cap SPITFIRE IV/1500 .
Lock barrerand eys for GTé petrol cap .
Locking petrol cap, SPITFIRE, chrome .....
Locking petrol cap, HERALD, VITESSE, chrome

Chrome wiper arm ussembly, all models....... ... £8.23
Stainless wiper blade and holder, all models ...................... £7.05
Bonnet mirror (head & stem),

HERALD, VITESSE, ORIGINAL from ..........c..ccoovviienenne. £18.80

Door mirror (black or chrome), SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Ill..
Bonnet lock kit (pairs) all models .
Bonnet catch assay. all models ..
Steering column lock assay. SPITFI 761l
Ignition barrel and keys SPITFIRE |, Il, Ill, HER, VT, GTél......
Ignition barrel and keys as above HIGHER SECURITY
Maiched lock set GTé 1,1, door, tailgate & ignition locks ...
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ...
Matched lock set SPITARE |, door, boot & ignition locks ..
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ...
Maiched lock set, SPITFIRE Il, Ill, door, boot & ignifion locks
Full lock set as above with pulred bonnet locks
Maiched lock set, HERALD/MITESSE, door, n., </box locks ..
Full lock set as above with paired bonneﬁoc ks £
Cubby box lock assay., HERALD, VITESSE .................
Recr overrider ,VﬂESSC,Myprssed(e«:dﬂ
Front overrider, HERALD 948/1200, original (each)
ﬁost etpping SPITFIRE IV/1500 :.oommsssumvnssessssmspans
Chrome w/screen washer jet,
complete ass., original SPIT/GT6
Chrome w/screen washer jet, complete ass. orignl., HER/MT .
Rear numbser plte light aluminium cowl, orignl. HERALD 13/60 ...
Windscreen frame ally capping
Rubber bumper set HERALD
Bumper end cap, aluminium HER .
Front bumper, SPIT IV/GT6-IlI (EXCHANGE)
Rear bumper, SPIT IV/GT6-11l (EXCHANGE)

ALL CHROME, LOCKS, BRIGHTWORK AND
BADGES DECALS COMMISSION PLATES
STOCKED - PLEASE RING

£176.25

= |

PANELS - HERALD /VITESSE

BRAKES ETC.

Front valance, quality fibreglass .............ccccocooiiins £32.90
Bonnet D pque HERALD, VITESSE

Front wing, HERALD 13/60 ORIGINAL PRESSIN
Eront Wing VITESSE' ..ot etsannssnssasissivosissss
Front wing, HERALD 1200
Front wing arch repair .....
Sill, HERALD, VITESSE

Door under section repair panel, HERALD VITESSE ... £15.28
Door step/tread pane ?(not alumlnium finisher) as orlglnul £7.05
Rear wing, HERALD, VITES £79.9!

Rear wing arch repair .
Rear quarter valance steel (with or without bumper strlp) £18.80
Rear centre valance, VITESSE, original pressing £42.30

Rear centre vulcnce, HERALD, original pressing ............ £45.83
PANELS - SPITFIRE/GT6

[ e —— £14.10

Front valance, original SPITFIRE I, I, Ill, GTé |, Il, steel.... £94.00

Front quarter vc:|c1nce SPITFIRE IV/]SOO GTé Il steel .. £52.88

Front quarter valance SPIT IV/1500, GTé lll, ﬁbreg|c|ss
Front wing, original, SPIT | 1, 1, GT6 | . £
Front wing, original G
Front wing, SPI% ]V/15OO GT6 Il (GENUINE) .. g4
Front inner wheelarch, outer section, SPIT N/]5OO GT8lil £27.03
sill, all SPIT, GT6, as original .. .£

Door skin, SPIT I, Il ll, GT6 |, 1l .....
Door skln SPIT Y/ 500 GT6 Iil

Full floor, ONE SIDE, front fo rear, new improved £51.70
Heelboard panel £18.80
Heelboard bracket for radius arm ... £18.80
Rear wing, SPITFIRE |, Il, Ill, GTé |, original. £79.9O

Rear wing, SPITFIRE /1 500 GT6 ll, original... £116.37
Rear inner wheelarch, outer sechon SP[TIV/]SOO GTéi £38 19
Rear valance, SPIT I, 1t I, G161, 1l

Rear valance, SPIT IV/1500, GT6 I
Boot floor, all models ...

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER PANEI.S
STOCKED PLEASE RING

MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING

Front trunnion/swivel ORIGINAL STANPART
Front lower w/bone assemby. inc. bushes, all
Ad|ustment shims for above "...
Front wishbone bushes
Steering rack exchange
Steering rack rubber mounting .
Driveshaft all models, non rotoflex ..
ange to diff, small or Iurg .
NEW propshafts from.........................
Front vertical link, VITESSE, GTé, original .
Front vertical lin HERALD SPITFIRE orlglnu|
Front eel bearing kit (inc. hub felt)
Top ball omt all models ..
Track roé end, u| mo dels .
Universal joint, all models .
Front suspension bolt/nut kit, all models...
Rear suspension, non roto, bol’r/nut kit, all models
Front coll spring, STANDARD, state model ..
Front coil spring, HEAVY DUTY state model ..
Front shock absorbers (inc. bushes) all models ..
Rear shock absorbers (inc. bushes) all models ..
Rear full wheel bearing kit, rotoflex models ...
Rear full wheel bearing kit, non rotoflex models . -
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE 1¥/1500, GT6 Il late, NEW .
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I, I, lll, NEW
Rear leaf spring GTé I, Il rofoflex, NEW
Rear leaf spring HERALD ‘N
Rear leaf spring VIT 1600/I NE
Rear leaf spring VITESSE I, NEW .

FUEL SYSTEMS & CARBS

Petro| tank sender unit HERALD, VITESSE
Petrol tank sender unit SPITFIRE
Fuel pump HERALD, SPITFIRE
Fuel pump VITESSE, GTé
Carb repair kit (Sfromberg i
Carb repair kit (S.U.s) inc. jet

FULL RANGE OF NEW AND FULLY RECONDI'I'IONED
CARBS AND SPARES AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING

CLUTCHES BORG & BECK
2 YEAR GUARANTEE (3 plece kit)

Brake master cyl.
SPIT IV/ 1500:single 06 .cuvnmmmmsamsmmssis £49.35
Brake disc 4 cyl. models .
Brake disc 6 cyl. models

Brake drum, late GT6 Miiii ORIGINAL
Wheel cylinders — state model ................

Brake hoses front/rear — state model

MOUNTS & BUSHES

Engine mounts, 4 cyl. ....
Engine mounts, 6
Overdrive geurbox mounhng
Standard gearbox mounting ..................

Steering column bush (excludlng late 1500) ..
Bump stop rotoflex SUSPeNSsioNn...................
Rear inner wishbone bush rotoflex models .
Rear spring eye bush, all models

JANUARY SPECIAL
3 PIECE SILL KIT
ALL SPITFIRE/GTé6
OUTER, DiIAPHRAGM,
INNER. As O.E. 5
£26.449 ;
6 Piece SiL Kir
(BoTtH SIDES)

£49. 95
HOODS, CARPET SETS AND
INTERIOR TRIM

Hoods, HER, VIT — original quality.........c.ccccoeiniiiiins £88.13
Hoods SPITFIRE ZJD rear window original quality .
Hoods, HER/VIT - double duck/canvas...
Hoods, SPIT — double duck(canvas
Headlining, HER/VIT, pe....
Pair of front seat recovering kits HERALD/VITESSE
Rear seat covering kit HER7V|T
Pair of door trim panels, HERALD .
Pair of door trim panels, VITESSE .
Pair of rear quarter trim panels, con
Front scuttle side pcnel HER/VIT
As above, left hand for VITESSE, with pocket
Under dash mill board panel HERALD/VITESSE .
Seat base diaphragm, HERALD/VITESSE .........
Moul carpet set, HERALD/VITESSE
Carpet set, SPITFIRE, |uﬁed and bound.
Moulded carpet set, SPITFIRE............
Moulded carpet set, GT6 (state model). £188.00
Car seat recovering kit, SPITFIRE |V/'| 500 black (car sel) £99.88
Door trim panel SPIT |V/'| 500, bla £24.68
SP“F 00, GT6 Ill,dclshtopoover4.£29.38
Door trim panel GT6 s'ate mode| ai
Glove box; SPITFIRE, GT6, each .
Pair of sun visors SPIT IV/1 500 GTé il
Radiator cowl, GTé ........c.c.......
Radiator cow| SPITFIRE

ALL OTHER INTERIOR TRIM STOCKED
LIGHTS AND MISCELLANEOUS

Slde/lndlcutor h ht unit, SPITFIRE lll, V/1500, GT6 IL Il ....... £17.63
Halogen head ?\t conversion sef, HERALD SPITFIRE & GT6 £34.66
Hnlogen converslon kit, Lucas VITESSE
Wood rim steering wheel, all models ..
Leather rim steering wheel, all models .
Fibreglass tunnel covers, state model
Overgrlve column switch cowl .

Alloy rocker cover, 6 cylinder .
Alloy rocker cover, 4 cylinder .

. £49.35
.. £32.90
.. £31.67
.£17.63

WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY SPEC.
OF DIFF AND GEARBOX OR ENGINE,
PLUS SPARES FOR ALL MODELS

HER 1200, 12/50, 13/60, SPIT I, II, Ill, IV, DIAPHRAGM £64.63
SPITFIRE 1500 ..£88.13
VITESSE 2 Litre, GTé all models..

&

PLEASS TELEPHONE FOR POST AND
PACKING CHARGES

PRICES INCLUDE VAT

T .. I
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536

ALL VISITORS WILL RECEIVE
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS OF UP TO
20% on ALL OFFERS/REGALIA

ITEMS PLUS A FREE GIFT.

CLEARANCE LINES OF OLD

Srock MIUST BE soLp!

UFEEAS/AEGAL) JAUAT

L UBDAYEI AN UARY
e —

TELEPHONE CALLERS:

@ 01858 434424

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO VISIT
THE SHOP, WE ARE OFFERING
A CARRIAGE FREE (u.k. onLy)
SERVICE ON ALL ORDERS
PLACED BY PHONE, ON THIS
DAY ONLY. ALL ORDERS PLACED
BY PHONE WILL RECEIVE A FREE

B

GIFT WITH THEIR ORDER.
| B



LD HEADQuUA,

ExriBiTion AREA TSSC SHop Anp RetaiL CounTER

rowse around one of the With over 300 TSSC Offers products, 100's
Gauﬂtry’s Iargesl collections of lec-.:got!ia itgmsfanlii a t\huge rane of Triumph
T i i publications in sfock in the warehouse, you can
Dlsp Ia%";,";g;ggg,memarablha' see what you want before you buy it.

The Club Shop is filled with product displays
and information about the products that we
supply from stainless steel exhausts to key fobs, hand-
books to alarms . . . . IT'S ALL HERE!

THE NAME LIVES ON

Since moving into our headquarters in 1991,
the site has changed dramatically, and now includes
not only excellent administration facilities to enable
smooth running of the Club, but a whole range of new
facilities for you, the member.

* Motorised cut-away Motor Show chassis.

%* ‘JDX', the oldest 948 Herald on record.

¥ Fully resfored Herald 1200 Coupe.

* Driveable ‘Top: Gear’ Herald Display chassis.

%* Ex-1971 Motor Show GTé chassis.

* An exclusive selection of Michelofti originals.

* Current project car {Spitfire 1500).

* Vitesse 1600 Mk | low mileage original.

* Spiffire 1500 low mileage original.
PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE . . . . .

As the world’s largest Triumph Club, the headquar-
ters fully justify that fact, offering a service to members
that is second to none.

MEmMBERS’ RESEARCH
Vipeo LiBRARY

Re-live the nostalgic *60s watching video footage
of the Spitfires at Le Mans, or join the marathon
trip across Africa with two development Heralds.

Our extensive video library usually caters for most
tastes. The research centre is ideal for finding out
more about Triumph cars, with its extensive library
your questions can be easily answered.

Pure NostaLgia!

T T RIUNMNPEL
SPORTS SIxX CruBs
REAIN STRIEK T
I OUBIIEINELA NI
MNMIARKET FHIARBOROUGEL
I RICESTERSEHIRE
. i1 O

MON-FRI
9am -5P.M SATURDAYS 9 A.M. 1 P.M.

JANUARY OALE
OLD STOCK CLEARANCE
¥ ET SWEATSHIRTS

RUGBY SHIRTS

weae £10

wow £718.99 ow B5

Various sizes & colours available.
Spittire/G16/Herald/Vitesse/TSSC/Bond.

Grey/Black Club Swealshirts.
Available in M/L/XL.

COLLARED SWEATSHIRTS

o ow £30

_ Heavyweight - superb quality jacket. Available in;

. Dark Blue with; Red/Blue/Grey trim. Red/Black/Royal Blue/Light Blue
 Available in XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL. M/L/XL

We only have very limited numbers of the above clathuéq left in
stock. We will be operating on a first come first served basis.
It is advisable when placing an order to ring TSSC HQ first
olour and size availability, to avoid disappointment.

Oroers HOTLNE 01858 434424 Fax womuve: 01658 431936




Fasteners
factory fitted-for
a precise fit
Industry standard
U.V. Stabilized

windows :

SEAT COVE

only the best will do

fo

P
=

BUY DIRECT FROM THE ki

yrestige Aatotrim Products Ltd,,

finest quality replacement soft tops.
for the rear windows, and all main seams

Germany
Tel: 0130 81 42 90

Bitte sprechen sie Englisch
Carriage fr.. £19.95

O

USA GT6 MxII, 2 OFF
VITESSE Mk II SaLoON

HERALD ESTATE 13/60
HERALD 13/60 SALOON

map pockets on door trims. Black, Cream, Coffee or Grey colour schemes. =

VITESSE Mk I CONVERTIBLE

LOADS OF VERY CHEAP RESTORATION CARS ALWAYS IN STOCK

S

DAILY DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT EUROPE
Tel: (0151) 608 8683 Fax: (0151) 608 0439

We accept Visa, Master card and American Express.
All prices subject to alteration without notice. Please confirm current price when ordering, E&OE

PRODUCTS LTD.

RS

HERALD 13/60 CONVERTIBLE
1200 CONVERTIBLE

1200 SALOON

1200 Court VERYROUGH

USA SPITFIRE MKIII VErY CLEAN

U
ndard Deluxe Deadening

Vinyl Leather™
Spitfire MK.IV fr.. £84.95  £191.95 pair
TRIM KITS r.£29.95 smcaions % e
Spitfire Mk.IV: O.E Style or NEW Exclusive Design with carpet - £85.95  £99.

£59.95

HERALD/ VITESSE heavy duty quality outriggers,

ALL £12.50 EACH. STATE MODEL. a—

Heavy duty 14SWG siderails £17.63 EACH. |odS4,
A—CA) IR

RIESTFORATE

All cars get year released No. plates, no ‘Q’, ie, 1973 would be ‘M’ and 1968 ‘G’ etc. We can convert to RHD
‘no problem to us’. Full restorations or part, done to your requirements.

CARS FOR RESTORATION SPARES

Chassis £195, Bodytubs from £850,
Bonnets £300, Boots & Tailgates £65,
Doors (pair) from £170, Bumpers £75each.

EAPPY
P New vgaR 7

Original
£94.95
£104.95 £149.95
£94.95
95, Hood covers from £45.95
“Original” is Original Quality Material.

fal. Mohair is the finest quali;
vailable.

HO

Duck
£134.95  £219.95
£229.95

£149.95 £224.95

Whole interior,
tailored to fit
precisely

k only. Deluxe available in |
PKit is 1/2" thick, self adhesive
carpets to reduce interior noise |
Vear and tear to the carpet set.

£39.95 10% Of
£2095 Felt ki ;

purdh
£49.95 ;

14 DAY MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE IF NOT
COMPLETELY SATISFIED

Al prices include VAT. Carriage extra

3 Prenton Way, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, L43 3DU

N

RUNNING REPAIRS

ast month

| reported

that OSW
was practically a
new car, with new
MOT, ‘new engine’
and O/D gearbox.
Imagine my dis-
pleasure then
when not nine
days after the
MOT the O/S
vertical link
decided to
collapse whilst
cornering at
about 30mph.

It obviously didn’t approve
of being lubricated with the
recommended EP90 oil after
years of getting used to grease!
This has only happened to me
once before but in a Herald
whilst parking and caused little
drama. This time, however, the
wishbone made a long gauge
down the road with a terrible

grinding noise but fortunately

Johmn Thomasonm

This months photo is sent in by Paul Wille of Amsterdam, Holland
and features his 1979 Spitfire 1500. Paul’s car is a little unusual in
that its body colour is Tahiti Blue, code JMA, a colour not originally
associated with the Spitfire 1500. Are there any other original Tahiti
Blue coloured Spitfires out there?

steered me into the kerb. My first concern was the
sump but upon inspection it had been well protected
by the chassis. However, when the vertical link gave
way it had collapsed onto the tyre, puncturing it and
so a new tyre was required as well.

Once a replacement vertical link had been retrieved
from home, replacement only took ten minutes and |
was on my way again.

“Not long after, 0SW caught
the non-admiring glances
of a traffic police car who
‘kindly’ pointed out to me
that the N/S dipped headlight
was extremely dim, giving less
:/rvrt’[;(r::s l ig:p; iifgﬂ;bg.:lvé t:wne light than the side light!”

OSW's defence it's a working car averaging 120 miles
a day and in the four months since the engine change
(I am writing this at the beginning of December!),
OSW has clocked 8,000 hard miles.

That was back at the
beginning of August and,
touch wood, since then there
have been no major failures.
However, there have been a
number of ‘everyday accidents’
that I've listed below and

1. A chicken/large bird was caught jay-walking
and smashed the front number plate.

2. Not long after, OSW caught the non-admiring
glances of a traffic police car who ‘kindly’ pointed
out to me that the N/S dipped headlight was
extremely dim, giving less light than the side light!
This was traced to corroded bullet connectors that

lie behind the front lip of the bonnet and consequent-
ly are subjected to a lot of road spray etc. New con-
nectors were fitted and smeared in grease to provide

some future weather protection.



Fig.1

The bonnet
wiring loom
should be
secured to

the bonnet
iron by clips to
avoid straining
of the cable.

Fig.2

The type of
rivet found on
original engine
valences.

3. More recently,

on a related issue,

| noted the N/S
headlight not lighting
at all. This was a
result of incorrect
routing of the wiring
loom from the
chassis to the
bonnet, causing the
loom to be strained
each time the bonnet
was lifted. Fig.1
shows the correct
routing of the cable;
note the use of clips
holding the loom to
the bonnet ‘irons’.

4. If fitting new
points, check the
points gap after a
few hundred miles.
Any high spots on
the red plastic heel
have worn off after
this time to give a more consistent gap.

5. August saw some hot weather and | started to
experience some hesitation from the engine on
occasions. Also, | couldn’t get the engine to pull

past 4,000 rpm in fourth gear (first, second and third
revved easily over). Changing the misaligned Waxstat
jets for fixed jets cured the occasional hesita-
tion but not the 4,000 rpm limit in fourth,
fourth O/D. However, the car was still
returning 37 mpg when driven hard and
plug colour was perfect, so | left well alone.

N.B. I now think | know the reason for the
4,000 rpm limit but will report later once
confirmed.

6. Loss of water to the radiator overflow
bottle was not down to overheating but a
worn/crumbling flat/card washer seal under
the radiator cap, easily replaced.

7. September saw the Beaulieu Autojumble
where | managed to acquire a pair of original
engine valances, which | fitted to afford the
electrics a level of protection once the bad
weather started. Original engine valances
use special tanged rivets to hold the metal
reinforcements to the fibreboard (Fig.2).
Reproduction ones do not. Something for

the Concours judge?

5 O T

8. Ever since | bought OSW, her
‘rear end’ has never been right,
with a whining diff, a sagging/
leaning rear end spring and a
clunking UJ. However, having
loaded OSW'’s boot up with ten
large stones for a rockery, the U)
replacement suddenly became
rather more urgent with terrible
clonking and graunching from
the rear end. | knew which one
it was because cornering

left caused the noise, cornering
right didn’t - the offending UJ
was the loaded right-hand UJ.
Replacement was straight-
forward but | do receive letters
from members complaining

of re-occurring ‘knocking’ a
short time after replacement.

. the UJ replacement
suddenly became rather
more urgent with terrible
clonking and graunching
from the rear end. I knew
which one it was because
cornering left caused
the noise, . .”

back. This time it was the exhaust pipe
touching the chassis due to a loose exhaust
bracket attachment to the differential.

\\\\

\\\

_\ \

Removal revealed that the large rubber
grommet that gives a degree of vibration
isolation between the exhaust and the
differential had perished to nothing.

\

(Fig.4). A different
bracket and a degree

“The onset of cold weather

A f Paing of e brought about another
= | e problem, problem when the drivers door

7. 7 catch froze and pulling the

. 10. With a high internal door lever snapped

mileage each day,
over the same route,
Fig.3 {i fuel consumption has

it off. The handle is not a
very clever design anyway,

Circlip | been remarkably being a cheap aluminium
cdge o || COnstant varying by casting put the cold weather
facethe U), || 1O more than + or - made it brittle as well.”

half mpg. If it does,

A couple of items to watch:-

a) Some UJ's come with very
little grease around the needle
rollers. Ensure there is sufficient.

b) Make sure the circlip grooves
are thoroughly cleaned out.

¢) If the new U] cups easily push
into the flange/ halfshaft yokes,
then you are wasting your time.
The yokes are obviously worn or
elongated as a result of leaving
a worn U] too long, or ‘severe
bashing’ trying to get the old UJ
out. A new flange and/ or drive-
shaft is usually required.

d) Make sure the circlips are
fitted the right way around. The
slightly radiused corner of the
circlip must face inboard, the
sharp edge outboard - Fig.3.

e) Originally it was possible to
obtain graded (thicker/ thinner)
circlips to take up tolerance/
‘some’ wear between the yoke
and UJ. I believe J. Kipping
had available such circlips a
little while ago.

9. A few weeks later a new
knocking noise appeared at the

apart from a different journey/ long queue,
then it indicates a problem with the car. The onset )
of the cold weather towards the end of October, Fig.4
brought with it a much lower operating temperature The rubber
which manifest itself in an alarming drop in fuel grommet.on
: ; the exhaust
consumption from 37 mpg to 33/35 mpg. ‘Electric hanger, once
fan’ | hear you all say and you’d be absolutely d

perished
right - if | had the time to visit a scrapyard and fit allowed the
one! The problem was temporarily overcome by exhaust to
fitting a smaller, mechanical fan, to be precise, one knock on the
of the aluminium 4-bladed fans fitted chassis

to some Heralds and

early Spitfires (Fig. 5).
The fan drew less

air, gave a slightly
higher operating
temperature and a
more consistent

35 mpg.

However, the
type of fan, even
and electric fan,
doesn't affect ram
air at high speed
motoring and with
the advent of cold
frosty mornings,
temperatures
plummeted again
as did my mpg to
32/33! Enter the
radiator blind - or
to be more precise a
piece of cardboard!

One piece was




Fig. i

Tli?esaluminium whedfged bemveen the chas§|s and front bumper behind
4 blade fan the front grille, yvhlst by Frlal and error | found that
from some (on my car) a piece 3” high across the front of the

Heralds/ early radiator itself got the engine up to temperature within
Spitfires used  a couple of miles and held it there. Fuel consumption
to decrease went back up to 35/36 mpg but more importantly at
engine cooling.  this time of year, the heater worked!

11. The onset of
cold weather
brought about
another problem
when the drivers
door catch froze
and pulling the
internal door lever
snapped it off. The
handle is not a

“Maybe such benefits are

to be had from a less than

100% ignition system, but
despite her faults, at

present 0SW's is pretty
good, such that the
Multispark couldn’t
improve on it.”

very clever design
anyway, being a cheap aluminium casting but the
cold weather made it brittle as well. | did hear at
one stage that

Fig.6 o someone had
The Spitfire manufactured
Multispark. some steel items

to overcome this
problem but |
have no details.
Anyway, replace-
ment with a
secondhand

item was relatively
easy - what's the
quickest you can
hook the chrome
bezel plate from
around the door
lever?2!!

&=

I saw at this years
International and again
at Beaulieu where | was
tempted to buy one for
evaluation, the Spitfire
Multispark (Fig.6). The
unit is inserted between
the coil HT and distribu-
tor centre H.T. and makes
a number of claims
regarding improved
fuel consumption,
increased power
and better starting
etc - or your money
| back. Unfortunately |
| opted for my money

back after 1 month
seeing none of the claimed
benefits, but rather a misfire
which was traced to this unit.

Maybe such benefits are to
be had from a less than 100%
ignition system, but despite
her faults, at present OSW's
is pretty good, such that the
Multispark couldn’t improve on
it. Has anyone else had experi-
ence of the Spitfire Multispark.

Well, hopefully, that's the
end of the problems this year,
only 26 days to go and | can
look forward to trouble-free
motoring next year as well.
Wishing you all the same
and Happy New Year! %

AUTHENTIC MODIFICATIONS ......... &

| am wondering if any Club member can help me with information to
authenticate the fitting of fibreglass panels to any Triumph Herald, pre 1968.

| am currently Stage Rallying my Herald and wish to fit fibreglass panels
to reduce the weight and improve competitiveness!

However the RACMSA require proof that this is a period modification.
This could be in the form of an advertisement or mention in an article
from any motoring journal dated 1967 or earlier.

I would be very grateful if anyone can help me with this information.

MOTORSPORT NEWS

A Triumph Herald has taken second place in the Aero Leathers Scottish
Historic Stage Rally Championship.

The 1964 Herald driven by Graham Campbell - a Central/West member —
in his first season of Stage Rallying was beaten only by a Triumph TR4
driven by Robert Leech (also a TSSC member).

After four rounds which included events such as the Perth

fended off challenges from a variety of period machinery
ranging from Mini Coopers to Lotus Cortinas.

The Herald set a few tongues wagging as the
diminutive ‘family car’ set a few ‘fastest through
stage’ times on a number of the treacherous
Scottish forest tracks.

A full report on the season with photographs will follow.

Graham Campbell
SHELVED-PARTS-SELL..................... &

Re: Letter, Nova News. C.A. Morris. Vol. 197.

Regarding this information, | have been endeavouring to find a company
to manufacture parts for such an assembly.

This has taken 9 months and still to no avail. It seems Birmingham has
lost 990 traders somewhere!

As a retired design/development engineer to a specialist vehicle manufactur-
er, | must admit I did find a progressive difficulty to obtain sub-contractor
work facilities. My Herald has been fitted with an assembly of my own
design and build, and on our tour of Yorkshire we found it indispensable.

In fact, | have produced several production prototypes, which have been
issued to possible sub-contractors.

If any readers are interested, | might be willing to supply one of these at
low cost for trial, in use.

Regarding the Nova shelf, my experience of this was not good, | indeed
had two Novas as company cars and both had to be replaced, admittedly
after fairly hard use.




TO THE TRADE & RETAIL PUBLIC

MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOCKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
T0 BODY SHELLS

CALL NOW

HERALD / VITESSE

Set of HT leads Vitesse £11.75
Stalntess steel tread plate ﬂnlsher Triumph logo .
Full white rubber bumper se
Caliper repalr kit inc. plstons
Brake pads (early) GBP 166
Front wing D plate 703627/
Boot hinges

1200 front wing L/H, R/H 805826/7
13/60 front wing nc rear strip 713267/8
Vitesse front wiry
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9
Complete door assy. POR2256/7 .....rvvveeeiereinearesees £150.00
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance
1200/13/6C rear centre vcllcnc

Vitesse front valonce 806600 ...
Sills 8BO3070/80307

Early Vitesse carb. (Solex) front
Bonnet catch (chrome) 40766
Bonnet Corner Moulding 706161/2
Tread plates
Rear overriders 703705/9
Set of 8 front suspension bushe:

inlet manifold banjo bolt V45155

Fuel gauge Vitesse 2L Mkl 145700
Petrol tank sender 13/60 est. 127814
R/H engine bay valance 1200, 13/60 903155

pper rear wing (estate) 804432
Vl'esse inner sealed beam llghl
Handbrake front cable 121766 ..

o OO each

£15.00 each
strip - £6.75 each
Inner front wheet arch, leff hand/right 903 O75/6 ‘£25. oo each
Wheel arch to bulkhead seal 704033

Set 4 spark plugs, 1200 and 12/50
Unlversal joint with grease nippl

HAomp support panel ass. L/H & R/H 818871/2 ... £l7 5O each
20.00 each

Bonnet hinge tube R/H 911108 ...
Rear inner/inner wheelarch L/H & R/H 725563/4 - X
Front Y4 valances o/side & n/side 815391/2 ... £45.00 each
Seat cov. set, black cloth hitooth, material cormp. car set OF
Seat cov. set, brown cloth hjtooth mat. comp. cor set OF
Knee pad L/R hand 719391/719401
Steering joint 142140/FAM1718
Heater valve 724021
Rear lomps 216932/216933 TKC941/TKC940 .......
Front shock s GSA364
Alr fiiter ass. Inc. filters 217822
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774
Speedometer 218815 iate MkIV -
Brake disc 208715 £14.50
Stub axie UKC697 £14.50
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 .. £32.50
Front wheel arch inner I/hand 8 r/hand 909797/8 £29.50 each
Front wheel arch outer I/hand & r/hand 90O9351/2 £27.50 each
Steel boot lid 911327
Front wings 909663/4
Door skins
Sl end piate (front) 706422/3
Rear wing rear repalr pcnel slo OO each
Rear wing front repalr pa 9.50 each
‘A’ post lower panel flller, l/hand & rhand 706288/9 Q!O OO eqch
Half floor i/hand & rfhand £43.00
Boot floor £55.00
Door int. release bezel i/hand & rfhand 819803/4 £4.00 each
Exterior cioor handie I/hand & rfhand chrome 915633/4 £41.00 each
Exterlor door handie I/hand & r/hand,

black, YKC2837/8
Window reguiator L/H or R/H 911271/2
Hard top rear screen seal 911040 .
Carpet set
Hoods original ICIH flame retardent inc. zip window 2130 oo

£6.00 each
£16.50 each
£29.50 each
£29.50 each
£20.00 each

£25.00 each

.. £4.50

£41.00 each

Windscreen washer/wipers pump ch

Herald recon exchange drive shaft ossy Inc sl
Rear drive shafts .
Al chassls outriggers/side rali/boot exin. ... ... 812.50 each

SPITFIRE MKI & I & I

Spitfire front outrigger, left and right 209398/9 £12.00 each
Spitfire Mklil complete bonnet assembly £558.12
New overdrive propshaft 210985/218952 575 OO exchcnge
Front shock 7.50 each
Lefi/right hand front outer wheelarch $03137/8 527 50 each
Left/Aght hand front inner wheel arch 706548/9 £25.00 each
Niskde, O/side front wings 90O7154/5, 903088/9 £55.00 each
Rear valance lomp panel 569900 - £37.50 each
Battery box 8OQ6707
Rear lkamp assy. 208532/217025
Recon. brake callper 210038/210987
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 ..
Speedo cable GSD14S
Speedo cable O/D GSDIT3
Vinyt hood Mkil inc. zip window
Hood Mklil orig. ICI flame retardent Inc. zip window £l30 oo
Spittire MKIIl boot lid steel 575787
Front competition road springs 209033
Spiitire |, l| MKH Hard top rear screen 80O
Door skin:
bDash 'op cover 706569
Spiffire Hl side jamp mounting panel 910157/8 .. £45.
Left/right bonne? hinge tubes 811679/811680 ... 517 50 each

PITFIRE MKIV & 1500

Universal joint with grease nipple ...

£45.00 exchange
£20.50 each

Transverse rear susponslon sring 159640
Wheel arch to bul ead seal (613666) .
Front susp. vertlcal link & trunnlon ass.

Front bum

5.00
. £39.00 kit
'£2.00 each
£55.00 each
32.50 per set

Staintess steel oversill kit
Handbrake cabile end fo
Early/iate rear drive shaft ...
W/screen rubber chrome |

Windscreen aperture panel drip channet .
Waoter pump 216939/GWP 128
Handbrake front cable 121766 .
Wishbone bushes 119451 (set of 8)
Brake master cylinde
DBash top cover 515281 £23.00
Brake 1891301
Rear vaionce 908970
Nearside/offside siil OE,
Nearside/offside sill 9O3097/8 PA’ 20.

S reinforcement panel LiH and R/H 806634/5 £6.00 each
Inner silt L/H and RH 806638/9 .. £12.850 each

Hoods vinyt Inc. zip window 85.00

1sion top ball joint G515 510.50
Fron' whee! bearing kit GHK10O21 £12.50
Rear whoel bearing kit GHK 1029 £13.50

Clutch release bearing carrier assy. 213032 .. £20.00 each
Window reg. glaz channe! i/h & r’h 706789/90 £35.00 each
Rear outer wheel arch 909661/2. .. £32.50
Camshatt RKC 3305 REPRO
Door hinges 607824
Distributor cap GDC136

GT6
GT6 Mkill bonnetts 913766
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 ........
Petrol tank cover board Mkl & It 7
Boot floor carpet Mkl & il B108a1
Driver's sun visor MkHIl 8153
Maln carpet earty Mklll now 1
Maln carpet late Mkili new tan 822633
Main carpet Mkl black 822631 ...........
Rear quarter light seal L/H new tan Mkl 820613
R/H froni suspension vertical ink 209072
Near/Offside front wing Mkil 908113/4
New crankshaft 308034
Front side/flasher lamp assy. 155416
R/hand front overrider GT6 Mid 710717
Rotoflex coupiing 152273
Front shock absorbers......
Dash veneer set Mklil 82007
Quarter light seal front L/H 574098
Clutch pedal and box assy. 217431
Courtesy light switch 627745 £1.75
Rear brake shoes Mkl & 1l & MKHI Roto GBS750 OF £12.00 set
Set of high performance HT leads
Recon EXCHANGE water pump GWP201

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Camiage extra
Please quote original part number if available.
It will help us to help you.
Complete range of overdrives bullt by ex Laycock engineer,

POA. Also compiete range of coll suspension springs to fit all
models £20.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS
1. D. FITCHETT, FTCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. STATION HILL,
OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9JX
TEL: 01952 619585/620434
FAX: 01952 610510.
—

FITCH/1206 D22
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Further to this, | have several ideas to improve
the ease of use of Herald/Vitesse, mainly to do
with small item stowage. Also the hood stowage
cover calls for improvement, and | am currently
carrying out trials on my own car.

| sincerely wish all the hard working staff and
indeed all members, a happy Christmas and a

cheap New Year. R
Arthur Hopkins

P.S. The Paint Regulations are all to do with Health
& Safety and Waste Disposal. Many such regula-
tions were implemented during my last 7 years

in the trade.

IT FEELS SO SILKY
& SMOOTH!

I read with interest the article on oil in the
November issue of The Courier. It was particularly
poignant as | recently have put Mobil 1 in my GTé6.
Prior to taking the £50+ plunge (with an oil cooler
and some top up oil you need well over 5 litres) |
phoned the technical department at Mobil and the
chap 1 spoke to was very helpful, well he would
be, he owned a Spit.

The advice | received was the engine needed
to be in good condition and reasonably tight as
the oil is thin, but the difference in performance
would be amazing. So | decided to splash out as
I've already spent £7500 in parts alone on the
ground-up rebuild of the car, which included a
complete strip down of the engine.

One is always slightly sceptical about v
manufacturer’s claims, but from the
moment | put the oil in, the difference
was unbelievable, when starting it turns
over as though there are three batteries
attached and it revs so smoothly, right
up to the red line. | have done about
2000 miles with the oil to date and the
engine hasn’t used a drop of oil and it
still has this lovely silky feel to it.

For the technical ones of you out there, |
admit / am not, so what | am telling you is
what I've honestly found. Whether long term
it will cause a problem | have no idea, but |
will continue to use it on my GT6 and would
rate myself as a very satisfied customer.

Paul Woodman

PLATE FOR SALE.

Some years back | owned a 1962 Herald Coupe,
3478 VB. | had a lot of fun with it and early on |
had a custom made soft top fitted so that | could
drive around in the summer months without having
to take a gamble on the British weather! (A standard
Herald hood would not have fitted). Sadly, one day
the car reached the point of no return, the chassis
was shot to pieces. Unfortunately | had recently
spent a substantial sum of money on a new clutch
and reconditioning the engine! Then | remembered
that a few years previously, when the car was parked
in the main street of Frinton-on-Sea, some-one had
left a piece of paper on my windscreen offering to
buy my number plate for a surprisingly large sum
of money. | didn’t do anything more about it, but
when things came to a head with the car, | thought
I'd see if the offer was still available, in order to
recoup some of my losses. | was amazed that the
value of the number had in fact gone up!

So | decided to take the plunge and try to sell it!
However, the process was a bit involved. First | had
to have the chassis number read at the local vehicle
registration centre, this included taking the car on a
trailer since | could no longer legally drive the car
on the road. Then the number was transferred to
our modern car. Four years on, 3478 VB is still up
for sale! We are now thinking of trading in our
modern car, which would mean transferring the
plate again!

In the March issue of The Courier, Brett Dennis
featured Eddie Thome's Spitfire 3476 VB, not to
dissimilar to 3478 VB! This got me thinking, maybe
another Triumph enthusiast might be interested —
it's worth a shot anyway!

Incidentally as far as | know the coupé hasn’t
gone to Triumph Heaven. The car was sold on to
someone who was prepared to restore it. The new
car’s number was PSK 897 (it might have changed
again by now). So | would be interested to know
if it has been brought back to its former glory.
Thanks must go to Paul Matthews for finding someone
prepared to take on the mammoth task of restoring
it. Incidentally if you live in the Bromley area, Paul
is worth considering for anything to do with Triumphs
— what he doesn’t know about Triumphs isn’t worth
knowing! | subsequently bought a 1500 Spitfire
through him and then a restored 13/60 convertible,
NFX 409H, which | drive now. While on the subject
of the 13/60, | must give Phil Wilson a mention for
all his help and advice on fitting rear seat belts.
Maybe NFX 409H will turn into 3478 VB if

nobody wants it! .
Phil Skone

€




SPORTS CARS

ONE OF THE LARGEST
STOCKS OF SPITFIRES/GT6s
IN THE COUNTRY
FROM £500 TO £5000

. 1000s secoNDHAND
SPITFIRE SPARES

DISMANTLING
MK3/4/1500 SPITFIRE
GT6 MK2/3
NEW SPARES
GOOD DEALS ON HOODS
AND CARPETS
WE GIVE FREE PROFESSIONAL ADVIGE
ON BUYING AND SELLING TRIUMPHS

TRIUMPHS WANTED
- ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED
RING ROBERT

O'I 525 378078 Office Hours

SUSPENSION BUSHES
© IMPROVED LOCATION
© TOUGH o OIL RESISTANT
© DURABLE o RESILIENT
® SELF LUBRICATING
® 2-YEAR ROAD WARRANTY
s e !

SPITFIRE, HERALD, GT6 and VARIANTS ocr. 95

Super Flex. OE. Qty. Price Each
Number Number  Description Per Car Inc. VAT
SPF754/17.3 123998 11/16" Front anti roll bar chassis bush. 2 £353
SPF 7552222 155310 7/8" Front anti roll bar chassis bush, iate, 2 £360
8PF755/254  ——= 1" Front anti roll bar chassis bush for aftermarket bars. 2 £3.60
BACT 119450 Front lower shock absorber bush and stainless steel sleeve, 2 £4.84
BAC 12 119272/ Fronl inner wishbone bush and stainless steel steeve. 8 £5.13
113451 XBAC12 Special bulk retail price, 8 or more bushes. - £4.62
SPF275 108486 Fan mount bush, & cylinder. 8 £2.45
SPTRM 139386 Steering rack mount. 2 £4.66
SPF201 —— Front upper shock absorber bush with focation spigot., 4 £2.87
SPF718/80 102987 Rear shock absorber, 625" 1D Hour Glass section bush, with
500" Id Stainless Steel sleeve. 4 £5.67
BAC 1 119450  Rear radius arm bush and slainiess steel sleeve,
MKl GT6 and Vitesse Rotoflex. 4 £4.84
BAC12 118272 )
119451 Rear radius arm bush, and slainless stes! sleeve, non Rotoflex. 4 £5.13
SPF808 148874 Rear inner wishbone lo chassis bush and staintess steel sleeve,
MKIIGTE & Vitesse Rotofiex. 2 £6.69
SPF19 14919t Rear leaf spring pad Spitfite IV/1500, GT6 Mk Ill, swing spring type. 1 £2.60
SPF645 131786 Diff mount front lower. 2 £347
SPF646 133568 Diff mount,front upper. 2 2578

VAT No. GB 431 8683 96. Post & Packing : UK, £2.35, Europe £3.53.
SUPERFLEX Bushes already available for Alpha Romeo lua + Amstrong » Auslin + BMW.,
Datsun; 240/2607 + Fiat; 124/126/130/131/132/Ur ConsulfC Lotus;
Elan/2+2 , Jaguar XJ « Jensen Interceptor [ & IF o Gmel(a GIS MGBMGC/Midget « Mini » Morris Minor/Marina » Porsche 911
Ritey 1.5 » Rover, SDI/PS « Scimilar « Triumph » TVR; ‘M/Vixen » Volkswagen; GolffPolo « Volvo; 142-144/240-245 o Wo\se!ey\ﬁ

CHRIS WITOR TRIUMPH 2000 & 2.5 SPECIALIST

cfo MEADOW VIEW, FARTHING GREEN LANE, STOKE POGES,
SLOUGH, SL2 4JH, ENGLAND.  TEL: 01753 662905 FAX: 664491

OFFFICE HOURS: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 5.00 am, - 1,00 pm,, 1.30 p.m. - 6 pum,

e {Lunch 1,00 p.m. - 1,30 p.m. - Dinner 6,00 p.m. 7.15 p.m.). Please phone before visiting. Sorry, no credit cards. y.

ADVANCED POLYURETHANE )

e e e e |

HERALD - VITESSE INTERIOR TRIM

Newton Commercial specialises in
the manufacture of original speci-
fication interior trim. Our range of
Herald and Vitesse saloon trim
includes all items you require to
retrim one of these models
completely. Listed here are just a
few of the items we manufacture.

SEAT COVER KITS
FOAM CUSHIONS
SEAT STRAPS & DIAPHRAGMS
HEADLINING KITS
MOULDED CARPETS
ALL TRIM PANELS

For further information on these
and our SPITFIRE & GT6 trim
items, please send 34p in postage
stamps for our information packs.

BRITISH MOTOR
) HERITAGE APPROVED

TEL: 01728 832880

CONCOURS? ... . &

Concours requires a lot of time, effort, skill and
money of which most ordinary members have very
little. For members like myself it is an
uphill struggle just to keep the cars
running, tidy and watertight.

Concours owners must have a great
deal of knowledge, why not pass it on?

The letter following Angela
McGowan'’s — Nova News by C.A.
Morris is more what | feel the Club should be, i.e.
passing on ideas and information, helping other
members. The pre-occupation with concours by
the Club makes members like myself feel excluded.

A. Cunningham

{am at a loss as Editor to understand why you
feel that the Club is pre-occupied with Concours.
The Membership as a whole supplies copy for The
Courier therefore the membership must be getting
what they want, as they supply it. If every month
articles on concours were being printed your
statement would make sense but in reality | can
only find four articles published in as many years.
The Club is pre-occupied with all the various
interests of members and The Courier is

balanced hopefully to respect this. Ed.

A WORD OF THANKS
AND A WARNING!

First, thanks to TSSC Essex Area organisers for
yet another super Duxford meeting. As they said
in their own programme notes “If you can tear
yourself away from the vast array of Triumphs . . .
Europe’s largest air museum” both have much to
offer - it must be the best venue for one of our
gatherings and what value at £5 a head!

Next, a cautionary tale. Whilst at Duxford,
Sue Bagshaw of GT6 fame reminded me that
in common with many other classic car owners
(herself included) | add a little Redex to the 4-star
leaded petrol that we must use these days. It seems
to make up for the lower octane rating and lead
content of todays juice and certainly reduces the
tendency to “run-on” in my car.

As readers may have noticed by my occasional
reports, our saffron GT6 Mk 1t (EPA 313J) is used
for touring and is regularly entered in RAC
Norwich Union, Haynes and similar “classic

tours”. How-ever, last year’s Haynes Falling Leaves
Classic Tour was not a happy experience; no reflec-
tion on the organisation | assure you but because
of a remote chance which interfered with the
performance of our otherwise absolutely
dependable steed.

On this particular Haynes run we spent several
days beforehand touring south Devon as the start
was from Paignton. No problems so far and on the
morning of the Run we topped up the tank, added
a slurp of Redex and away we went towards the
moors - - for about 10 miles when the engine faded
and died altogether. | won't bore readers with the
details but we must have stopped about 15 times
on that one day’s run. Help was never far away
with specially provided mobile marshals and a
very kindly Stag owner who ended up escorting
us to the line. Yes, we finished but only just and
with a foul taste of petrol as at each stop the
temporary solution resolved itself into blowing
out the fuel lines.

Next day, arranging to stop at cousin Bob’s place
near Wells in Somerset (we managed to wind
him into a Spitfire last year!) | started at the carbs
and worked my way back down the fuel system
stripping everything - it was all clean and carbs,
pump etc. working correctly. So finally, out with
the tank, upside down and shaky, shaky when out
popped the little disc seal which should be in the
Redex bottle cap! Simple.

So be warned all you redex users, check that the
card/plastic seal remains in the bottle cap before
adding the magic mixture!

Bryan Matthews
HURRY-CAN! ... &

Would any body be interested in a visit to the
‘Hurricane’ car factory. | think this could be a
seriously good vehicle based on a GT6 and |
weren't off to OZ | would definitely build one.

Please pass my phone number to anyone that
wants to go, the place is down Brighton way so it
can be a day or a weekend out, take the wife and
all that. Having seen one of the original cars | feel
this company could benefit from a decent article
in the Club magazine and it would be a crying
shame not to see more of them around on
Triumph running gear.

My home number is: 01536 83656 for any interest-
ed parties. Kind regards,

Paul Woodman

>




What is it that drives a man to
spend seven and a half years of
his spare time rebuilding a car?
At first sight the thing doesn’t
make sense, there must surely
be better things to do. But here
I am at the end of that time,
looking back at the enormity
of it, the frustrations, the cost,
the hours, the problems, but
most of all at the challenge and
the fun and the unique satisfac-
tion. I will never forget the day
that Bluey, with zero miles on
the clock, passed her MoT and
| took her for a 120 mile run
through Ledbury, Bromyard,
Tenbury Wells and Kidderminster;
a beautiful sunny day with my
new GT6 running sweet as a nut,
like that largely because of my
efforts, of my attention to detail,
of my determination not to let
anything go that wasn’t the best
that I could do.

I must admit straight away that
| don’t have any special skills —

&y
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at least not any relevant to rebuilding a car. OK,

I’'ve had a few bangers in my time, starting with

an old Morris Minor in the mid sixties, kept on the
road out of the meagre finances of an impoverished
student. That, at least, taught me the basics of
bodge-it-yourself car maintenance and how to avoid

“Bluey” Rebuilt
November 1996.

the clutches
(forgive pun)

“OK, I've had a few bangers

in my time, starting with an ~ of the MoT
old Morris Minor in the mid frftfer'ﬂz;t{on
sixties, kept on the road out | pojieve thar
of the meagre finances of an  the most vital
impoverished student.” skill in a
rebuild

project is patience — the job will take as long as

it takes. When | was nearing the end of rebuilding
Bluey, John Kipping said to me “Remember - the
last half day takes a fortnight”. How true! Patience,
not oodles of mechanical knowledge, is the essence
of the art of restoration, there are plenty of people

J. M. Cook

“Bluey” on
the day of
purchase
March 1989,
Hiding many
herrors!

A tired
engine bay.

around whose brains you can pick for the
mechanical knowledge.

One last caveat. | have
never seen it written down
anywhere before, but it is
certainly a fact. Car restora-
tion is an extremely noisy
business. Picture the scene:
itis a calm, still summer
day. The birds are singing
and the soft bleating of
sheep in a distant field can
be heard. Neighbours are
sitting in their gardens under
their parasols, only the
chink of bone china and
the munching of biscuits
disturbs the peace. Enter
Jim on the scene, clad in
overalls, goggles and

leather gauntlets, brandish-

“The college-day Mog was
replaced by an ancient Ford
Anglia which I ran for seven
years, by which time it was

very rusty and I was married
with three kids. We towed a
Sprite 400 caravan with it all
over the UK for years, some of
the resulting traific quenes
are only just disappearing.”

So to any reader
contemplating a
major rebuild, my
advice would be to
be prepared for a
long job. On the plus
side, though, it isn't
actually very difficult
for someone with
patience and a
vaguely practical
bent, and it has the

ing a Black & Wrecker
four inch angle grinder.
He proceeds to hack

off some rusty protuber-
ances from his pride

and joy prior to welding
on a new one. For a full
two minutes, noise levels
within a fifty yard radius
approach the threshold
of pain. Later that
evening, in the Gardeners
Arms people from the

major advantage over
many other pastimes (like gardening, for example)
that once you've done a bit it stays done. The
more you do the more confident you get and

the more you are encouraged to continue.

next village claim that
the noise quite disturbed their
cricket match. | sit quietly
supping my pint, doing my
best to assume an air of
complete innocence.

Be warned!

The seeds of my GT6
project were sown in about
1987. Roger, my elder son,
who had already owned
a succession of bangers,
was wistfully contemplating
a flirtation with an MGB.
His financial position made
this little more than a pipe-
dream, but he got as far as
discussing the prospect
with his uncle (my
brother, Chris).

Chris, at that time a
Spartan owner, and

&
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m—— TRI-OOMPH PARTS LTD g

101 Hartforde Road, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 SHY

Tel/Fax 0181 905 1995
WE SELL PARTS

Standard parts. Performance parts. Body panels (steel and fibreglass). Mechanical parts,
Engine parts. Suspension parts. Spax, Koni, AVO shocks. Road / race springs. Weber carbs.
Inlet manifolds. Extractor exhausts. Sports systems.Kenlowe fans. Oil coolers. Steering
wheels Sports coils. Silicon and racing brake fluid. Brake discs, shoes and pads. Master
cylinders. Slave cylinders. Anti roll bars. Roll cages. Boot racks. Water pumps. Starter
motors. Dynamos. Alternators. Qil filters. Air filters. K&N filters. Trim parts. Carpet sets.
Gearbox tunnels. Door panels. Hoods. Steering racks. Track rod ends. Propshafis.
Suspension bushes. Trunnions and bushes. Spark plugs. Distributor caps. condensers, points
sets, Duckhams Heritage 20/50 oil, Penrite oils approved stockist, gasket sets, heat shields,
Kent camshafts, valve guides. valves, rocker shafis, rockers, pushrods, timing chains, pistons,
ring sets. elc

SPITFIRE PERFORMANCE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE NOW at 2.50 inc postage
(refundable against first purchase over 30.00)

TRI-OOMPH ENGINEERING LTD

Unit 2, Hill Farm, Radlett, Herts, WD7 THP

Tel 01923 859438/852686. Fax 853825
WE FIX CARS

Servicing. Engine tuning, repairs and reconditioning. MOT preparation. Computerised four
wheel alignment. Gearbox repairs and reconditioning. Chassis repairs. Exchange jig built
chassis’s. Body repairs. Accident repairs. Exchange bodyshells (built to order). Doors
reskinned. Bonnets rebuilt. Two pack and cellulose paintwork in our own low-bake oven. Full
and part restorations. Race and rally preparation, Trimming to original spec or in leather.
Modifications and engine transplants, Rotoflex conversions for spitfires etc. Whatever you
have or want we can fix it, paint it, trim it, tune it, rebuild it and modify it.
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Dismantling
begins -

Summer 1989.

therefore a dedicated Triumph buff, immediately

threw up his hands in horror. An MGB, what a
dreadful suggestion! And he went on to expose

the virtues of the GT6; beautiful looks, beautiful
engine, easy to maintain etc, etc. At this point

Roger came down to earth with a bump and realised
that reality was likely to be another Mini or Ford
Escort, but not before his girlfriend (Deborah —

now his wife) had presented him with a copy

of the Brooklands book on the GT6.

One cold, wet
Sunday afternoon
a few weeks later
| was sitting in
front of a roaring
log fire in our
living room idly
thumbing through
some magazines,
when | came
across the
Brooklands book.
On reading it |

recalled that many

years ago an old

“1 explained that I had
never done a restoration
job before, but did have
twenty odd vears experience
of keeping old bangers on
the road. lle conldn’t quite
hide the “go away, sonny”,
look, but patiently explained
that it would be best to
¢o for something tatty
but original . ..”

college chum of mine who had not got married

and therefore had plenty of cash paid us a visit in
his brand new GT6. He let me have a drive, and |
recalled its amazing power and silky-smooth engine.
Do 43 year olds drive such things? Now | was pipe-

dreaming, or was 1?

There was clearly no way 1 could afford a decent
one, few married blokes can justify spending several
grand on a fad. On the other hand, for someone
who enjoys driving, my motoring career had seen

a pretty boring selection

of cars. The college-day
Mog was replaced by an
ancient Ford Anglia which
i 1ran for seven years, by

¢ which time it was very
rusty and | was married
with three kids. We towed
a Sprite 400 caravan with
it all over the UK for years,
some of the resulting traffic
queues are only just
disappearing.

When the Anglia

¢ went to the scrapyard,

. | raised a bank loan to
buy a Corsair 2000E,
which sounds impressive
(it certainly shifted the
Sprite 400), but oh that
bloody awful V4! I've driven
smoother tractors. It was eventu-
ally replaced with a Mk Il Ford
Escort, which is what | was
driving at the time of the Brook-
fands book. A pretty boring line
of cars, you have to admit!

So, back at the log fire,
I'm thinking to myself why
shouldn't I have a dabble at
something a bit more exciting?
On the following Thursday
I splash out on a copy of
Exchange & Mart and start
perusing the Triumph section.
I'm hooked!

For complex reasons loosely
related to Maggie's call many
years ago to “get on your bike”
| live in rural Worcestershire
but work in Shepherd’s Bush.
The contrast can be quite
alarming. Inevitably, this style
of life means long car journeys
between the two places. The
trusty Ford Escort knew the
way like an old cart horse, |
just used to turn the ignition,
call “home” and 1 could feel
the steering wheel turning in
my hand as she fought her
way westwards through the
rush-hour traffic. On my next
day off after purchasing the
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said Exchange & Mart, however,
I decided to return home via
Leighton Buzzard to visit GB
Sports Cars. For readers who've
never been there let me explain
that it's a bit like one of those
old USAF bases where they
dump and forget all the old
planes that they no longer want.
There are lines and lines of old
Triumphs ranging from excep-
tionally good to the “total
restoration required” category.
The odd rusty TR7 dilutes

the purity of the place a bit.
The other end of the yard is
devoted to spare parts, | was
alarmed to find six cylinder
engine blocks (which clearly
take longer than your average
spare part to rust away) poking
out of piles of steering racks,
chassis parts, old body tubs
and what have you. The

place looked like a veritable
goldmine for anyone doing

a restoration job.

I came dead clean with the
owner. | explained that | had
never done a restoration job
before, but did have twenty
odd years experience of
keeping old bangers on the road.
He couldn’t quite hide the “go
away, sonny”, look, but patiently
explained that it would be best
to go for something tatty but
original, ie, not got at by a
succession of enthusiastic
and well meaning wielders of
aluminium mesh, pop rivets
and filler paste. My subsequent
experience has proved that this
was very sound advice indeed.
He pointed towards a very sad
looking Mkll which certainly
looked as though it needed a
good home. The Brooklands
book contains several articles
which offer “what to look for”
advice, but this Mkll had not
got many of the “what to look
for” bits to look for, most of
them had long since returned
to mother nature. | enquired
as to why it looked a

€D

bit down at one corner. He casually explained that
its chassis had gone (I gasped) but that there was a
good Mkl chassis down in the yard that | could have
with the car. Had | known then what 1 know now |
would have invited him to talk cash over a cup of
coffee, but in my innocence | convinced myself that
I would be foolish to buy the first car that I'd seen
and so thanked him for his time and sped off home-
ward in the trusty Ford Escort. It immediately com-

plained that it didn't
know the way from
Leighton Buzzard
and | was obliged to
get the map out and
drive the damn thing.

“1 was on my back,
poking about underneath
(just beginning to enjoy
myself, in fact) when a
shadow appeared in the
garage doorway. I extracted

myself as speedily as possible ¢, (. o0 o
and looked up to find a very  during the next
startled fatherly looking gent week, I realised
who politely enquired what ("2t Brivsh sport
the devil I was doing grovel- 7500 =0
ling about in his garage.”

a stones throw from

Perusing the now
well dog-eared

Shepherd’s Bush. A
lunchtime visit and a wave of the plastic provided me
with a catalogue of Mklll spares and a copy of Lindsay
Porter and Peter Williams’ “Guide to Purchase and DIY
Restoration — Spitfire, GT6, Vitesse and Herald”. This
was the first time 'd seen this excellent publication
and | was so impressed that | bought it without hesita-
tion. | opened the pages and there it all was — pictures
of idiots like me doing with these cars just what |
wanted to do with one! The following evenings were
spent poring over the book and 1 soon felt that | was
beginning to know the GT6 quite well — even though
I'd hardly even set eyes on one.

After chipping
away one of
the many
lumps of filler.

One day whilst shopping in Evesham | decided, on
the spur of the moment, to put in a “WANTED” ad in
the local paper. This seemed unlikely to bear fruit as I'd
never clapped my eyes on a GT6 in our area, but it was
cheap enough and so | thought it was worth a try. The
paper is published every Friday and | was working over
that weekend. Imagine, then, my surprise when on
Saturday afternoon | got a phone call from my wife
Angela to say that a chap living only a couple of miles
away had rung in response to my ad with a Mklll to
sell. | rang him immediately and arranged to look the
car over on the Tuesday, my next day off.

At the agreed time | presented myself at the seller’s
house. The car, a French Blue early MKIIl with rotoflex
driveshafts and no overdrive, was parked in the garage
with its offside rear wheel jacked up. There appeared to
be no one about and no one answered my ring on the
front doorbell. | decided, therefore, to take the opportunity
of having a look round the car on my own. It looked
superficially quite good, it had obviously been “restored”

* several years ago with a “quickie” paint job and new

" . N carpets and was now starting
I parked it in the drive and 1o need attention again. The
we g(}t out and looked at if.  absence of the wheel afforded

NAR 650L. “What do you think 2" ‘(’jppo't“;”“/ o have v
LT 1, W gander at the chassis an
of it?" ] d&’!([ﬁd &ﬂﬂd‘/ Nﬂ_l&y rear end bits. | was on my
and rough”, he replied, with  pack, poking about under-

his usual quick wit. “Bluey”, 1  neath Gjust beginning to
said. “I will call it Bluey”.” ey myself in fac) when
' . a shadow appeared in the

garage door-way. | extracted myself as speedily as possible
and looked up to find a very startled fatherly looking gent
% who politely enquired what the devil | was doing grovel-
ling about in his garage. | explained the arrangement |
had made with (presumably) his son, and his concerned
look disappeared instantly. He was about to put back the
wheel and then go to the village garage to pump up the
tyres. His son was not at home, but if | wanted to help
dad replace the wheel and then accompany him to

the garage, | would be very welcome. Needless to-

™ say, | accepted.

The trip to the garage was uneventful. The engine
started instantly and sounded cheerful enough, with a
touch of top end rattle that my studies had told me to
expect on a high mileage car. | was careful not to put
my feet through the holes in the footwell, or even
comment about them. At the garage, whilst dad busied
himself with the airline, 1 lifted the bonnet (which was
rusty here and there) and gazed at the works. The under-
seal and (blue) engine paint that had obviously been
applied at the time of the car’s previous “restoration”
were now looking very forlorn and neglected. There was
rust and general decay in evidence, it needed heaps of
love and attention, which | was quite willing to offer it.

I arranged with “dad” to return
after lunch with a few tools in
order to give the car a good
look over. He parked it on a
small piece of ground between
the house and the garage so
that | could get at things easily.
I spent the best part of a couple
of hours with my blunt instru-
ment, magnet and checklist
and he left me in peace to get
on with it. Those two hours
revealed much (although much
more would be revealed later!).
The good news was that the sills
had been replaced and the job
reasonably well done. The bad
news was the floor behind the
seats, the boot floor, the wheel
arches, the roof edge above the
windscreen, the footwells (why
am | telling you all this? If you
own a Spit or a GT6 you will
be very familiar with it!) The
biggest plus point was that the
car appeared to be absolutely
complete.

Two days later, on 25th
March 1989, | test drove the
car, agreed a price, coughed
up the cash and took it home.
My younger son, Sandy, came
with me. | parked it in the
drive and we got out and
looked at it. NAR 650L.

“What do you think of it?”
| asked Sandy. “Noisy and
rough”, he replied, with his
usual quick wit. “Bluey”, |
said. “1 will call it Bluey”.
Now-to get down to work!

Continued next month:
“REVELATION”. «
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THE CLASSIC SPORTSCAR

UNITS 1-9, 37 HIGH ST,
SOUTHGATE,LONDON N14 6LD.

We are a company whose partners have over 20 years
experience with Triumph Sports Cars (including ex- factory staff).
WE COVER ALL ASPECTS OF RESTORATIONS
& MECHANICAL WORK IN OUR FULLY EQUIPPED
BODYSHOP/ WORKSHOP.
From chassis - off rebuilds to MoT work, crash repairs, exchange
engines, gearboxes, overdrives, differentials & servicing.

WE CARRY MANY NEW AND SECOND HAND PARTS

IN STOCK FOR YOUR VEHICLE.

WE OFFER
FREE INSPECTIONS AT OUR WORKSHOPS.

Before you buy, technical advice & valuations,

OR FREE RECOVERY up to 25 miles

if your vehicle is unable to make the journey,

OR FREE MoT TESTS. we pay for the MoT Test.

Wanted - Spitfires, (PN MON - FRIDAY 9.00 - 6,30 SATURDAY 9.00 - 2.00

MoT failures or SOUTHGATE
_ ;N VILLAGE TUBE
running Spitfires for GREEN
spare or repair = 10 NORIH CIRCULAR HIGH ST, O
. . CHERRY WOOLPACK
anything considered. TREE PUB PUB

ur first

introduction

to the Club
Triumph 48 Hour

Round Britain Run,
was earlier this
¥ear, at Stonleigh
riumph Weekend.
At that time, we
considered it too
big a challenge,
for the car and
ourselves.

During the next few weeks
we forgot about it, until | read
a report in Practical Classics,
about the event, and started
thinking; if others can complete
the Run, we can too. | asked
Keith, my son, if he would like
to partner me on the event, he
agreed. | approached several
people and asked their opinions
on the venture, without
exception, they advised us to
“go for it”, although Carl who
helped build the engine said
“my engine will make it - the
driver won't”.

I rang Derek Pollock, Secretary
of Club Triumph to obtain more
details, and confirm they would

|
o

Seemed Like |
A1 1he Time!

accept a Bond on the event.
He sent an information pack,
and within a few days we had
made the decision, and posted
a cheque for the entry fee. Very
soon we received confirmation
of our entry, car 38. It was not
until | read the entry list |
realised that ours was the first
Bond to enter, and what a
wonderful range of Triumphs
we would be with, There
seemed to be every model
represented, from Heralds,
Spitfires, Dolomites, TR's,
2000’s, Stags, to Acclaims.

We had completed several
runs of 3-400 miles in the car,
50 2000 miles in 48 hours
would be a new experience for
us, and the car. We talked to
several people who had taken
part in long distance events,
and received a ot of help and
advice. | felt that we should
leave the car as original as

possible, as a result the only non
standard items were, a reclining
passenger seat, halogen head-
lights, radio, clock, and a map
light, all of which would be
removed upon our return. Of
course the car was thoroughly

“I remember saying (o Keith
“I would like to get out of
Lincoln before breaking
down”. We carried on to
Rimmer Bros. where we
stopped in a cloud of steam™

serviced and checked over.

We did a couple of test runs

of 150 miles or so, after work
and in the dark, to acquire some
experience of night driving.

About a month before the
start we received our sponsor-
ship forms. We had already
decided we would only

Dick Weller




approach immediate neighbours,
and close work colleagues, |
also took my forms to the TSSC
Lincoln area meeting. Both of
us were amazed at the generosi-
ty and enthusiasm of the people
we asked to sponsor us. | was
also able to obtain some com-
mercial sponsorship to help
meet some of the expenses.
About this time, when we were
firmly committed to the event,

| started to have doubts about
our performance, what if the
car broke down? What if we
got so tired we were unable

to carry on? How would | be
able to explain a failure to the
people who had such faith in
us? We resolved we would
finish whatever happened.

The big day arrived, the car
was already loaded with tools,
jack, various spares, and cans
of oil, water, and fuel. It only
remained to pack our overnight
bags, food and some drinks. A
few last minute pictures, and
we were on our way. A steady
run of 138 miles to Enfield.
Driving down Lincoln Broadgate
we heard a thump from under
the car, | remember saying to
Keith “I would like to get out of
Lincoln before breaking down”.
We carried on to Rimmer Bros.
where we stopped in a cloud
of steam, | lifted the bonnet
and stared in disbelief at a hole
in the radiator where the fan
sensor should be. I am unable
to describe my feelings at this
time, suffice to say | have known
better days. Alan managed to
find a brass plug and seal that
fitted the hole, and we cable-
tied them into place. Just time
to wish us bon-voyage and we
were on our way.

After all the trauma we arrived
at Enfield in good time, to sign
on, have a leisurely cup of
coffee and sandwich, and meet
some of the other participants,
before the event was started at
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7pm by the Minister for Energy
and local MP, Tim Eggar.

The first 146 miles to Blyth
control were uneventful and
gave us time to settle down
and relax on roads we knew.
Changing drivers near Peter-
borough allowed both of us to
have a short sleep. It was on

taking a couple of army

tanks. We are getting used to
sleeping in the car, although
the passenger has to be awake
to navigate during the more
complicated junctions. | had to
wake Keith as we approached
Edinburgh Airport, the road
book looked difficult here,

but in reality was very easy

this section the exhaust started
to get noisy. When we arrived
at Blyth, we were greeted by
neighbours and fellow TSSC
members, Tony and Janet who
had driven from Lincoln to
support us, a most unexpected,
and very nice gesture.

Straight up the A1 to Scotch
Corner and change of drivers,
then the first realisation that the
night driving was not on nice,
straight, well lit dual carriage-
way, but on dark, undulating,
bendy A and B roads. The
exhaust was getting worse as
we neared Corbridge control,
and while Keith had the road
book signed, | attempted to
quieten it. The repair lasted all
of a mile as we headed north
on the A68, changing drivers
near Jedborough.

1:50 am and we cross the
Scotch border in a convoy of
cars, all having difficulty over-

to follow. A quick cup of coffee,
sign the book, and on our way
again. Over the Forth Road
Bridge, and on to the Motorway.
We were a long way from home
and getting tired, so the easier
driving was most agreeable.
Next stop Perth for fuel only,

as we are a few minutes ahead
of schedule I take the opportuni-
ty of checking the car. The
exhaust is still just about staying
together, otherwise all is OK.
We avail ourselves of coffee
and sandwiches, then head

for the A9 and the last 200
miles or so to John O'Groats.

Keith drove on the first
part of this section over the
Grampian Mountains and
through Aviemore, to Inverness.
It was still dark and I was asleep,
but we both feel that in daylight,
this would have been one of
the best and most spectacular
sections of the route. Dawn
broke we crossed the Dornoch

Firth and stopped to stretch

our legs and change drivers.
The next 70 miles were really
enjoyable: early in the morning,
hardly any traffic, well surfaced
roads, lots of different bends,
plenty of hills, and the car was
going well. In a way | was sorry
when we reached Wick. We
tried several garages to get the
exhaust fixed, they were either
shut or weren't interested. We
refuelled and headed for John
O'Groats.

The Seaveiw Hotel car park
was full of Triumphs when we
arrived, so we left the car on
the road, and made our way into
the Hotel to get the road book
signed. The marshal was a Bond
owner, we didn’t have time for
a chat as he was so busy with
other arrivals. We settled down
to our breakfast and assessed
our situation, basically the car
was running very well, albeit a
bit noisy, we had been able to
get a reasonable amount of sleep
during the night, neither of us
felt too tired, and as we had got
this far, we believed we could
reach the finish. We took the
usual photos to prove we had
actually been, and headed west
towards Thurso.

In Thurse Keith spotted a tyre
and exhaust specialist, |
explained our problems to the
receptionist, and was directed
to a small garage across the
road. The only person there
was a young lad, Mark, eighteen
or s0 who agreed to have a try
at a repair. He put the car up on
the ramp, the first time we had

“The next section took us
along the banks of Loch
Ness, not surprisingly we
did not see the monster,
hut looking at the dark
water, ity easy (o imagine
how the legend started.”

been able to see exactly what
was wrong. The rear (only)
silencer had a large hole in it,
and the fibreglass packing was
failing out. Mark was able to
find a similar silencer in the
scrap bin, and with a bit of a
bending managed to make it
stay on. He was not able to use
the gas welding plant, so for the
first time in about 15 years, |
found a welding torch in my
hand. I must have made a rea-
sonable job, not very pretty,
but it stayed on for the rest of
the run. Thanks again Mark!

By this time we believed we
were behind schedule, and with
far more confidence in the car,
started to try to catch up. The
narrow single track roads are
great fun, but not made for fast
driving. Even so, | found this
section across the Highlands
one of the most enjoyable of
the Run. After seeing two or
three other participants parked,
and enjoying the scenery, we
realised that we were not as
late as we had thought, so we
stopped on the banks of the
Loch, near Altnaharra, to have
a short walk, a drink, and
change drivers. | took over for
the run south to the control at
Dingwall. The garage (McRae
& Dick) made us very welcome,
with a rice buffet and drinks.
| was surprised to see they
actually made their workshops
available, to the participants.

The next section took us
along the banks of Loch Ness,
not surprisingly we did not see
the monster, but looking at the
dark water, its easy to imagine
how the legend started. At Fort
William we had covered 1015
miles, and were both starting to
feel tired. Glencoe was nice,
but we did not really see it at its
best as it was getting misty and
dark. As we made our way over
the mountains to Stirling, it
started to rain. When we arrived
at the control we had been trav-
elling for more than 24 hours
virtually non stop, and we felt it!

At Stirling control we availed
ourselves of the Scottish hospi-
tality, agaifi,"and checked the
car over ready for a fong nights
driving. Shortly after reaching
the Motorway it started to rain
heavily. The next control near
Bristol was nearly 400 miles
away so we prepared ourselves
for a long wet drive. | took over
at Gretna services, and by the
time we changed again near
Preston it was dry. We had
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planned to change drivers
about every 24 hours and
for us it worked very well.

Although we were able to
sleep quite comfortably in
the car we did get tired, and
approaching Gordano control,
at about 3am, not at our best,
were amazed to find the motor-
way closed. There was an
unsigned diversion through
Bristol. | have been to Bristol
several times, and was able
to find the control reasonably
easily. Some of the other crews
reported far more problems,
some not finding it at all.

The next section was through
Devon and Cornwall to Lands
End. After changing drivers
again at Exeter, | managed take
a wrong turning and finally
ended up on the A30 instead
of the A38, a look at the map
showed we should rejoin the
route near Bodmin. About this

sense of relief at getting here,
the car was running well, we
were happy, the fact there were
300+ miles to the finish didn’t
seem to be a very long drive.

We left Lands End in high
spirits and followed the route
along the south coast to St
Austell, and to Liskeard. Then
north to Launceston using
narrow “ B” roads, on the edge
of Bodmin Moor joining the
dual carriageway to Exeter.
Very soon, or so it seemed,
we were in Dorchester control.
The welcome buffet was really
impressive, more like a banquet
in fact. The road book allowed
us an hour for lunch so we took
the opportunity to relax away
from the car, and have a chat to
some of the other drivers. Apart
from the controls we had been
by ourselves for most of the run,
and while we did see other cars,
| had expected to see many
more actually on the road.

time the 1'/> hour driver changes
were shortening to nearer 1
hour. It was getting light as we
drove westwards over Bodmin
Moor. At Lands End control

we had the book signed, and

sat down to a good breakfast.
After we had eaten we had a
walk round the car park, and
took some photos. | felt a great
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After lunch we refuelled the
car, and set off through quiet
villages towards Salisbury. The
road book map of the city looks
easy to follow, I think | managed
to be in the wrong lane at every
junction, and after missing a
turning, and making a mess of
turning round, Keith suggested
perhaps he ought to take over

|
|

the driving for a while. He was
right, | reclined the passenger
seat and went straight to sleep.

I woke up as we entered the
last control at Fleet services on
the M3. We had a '/. hour break,
which gave us time to have a
wash and shave, and a drink,
before we filled the car with
petrol for the last time. Keith
drove the final section on the
motorway to the finish. Some-
how it was a bit of an anticlimax
driving into the Plough car park;
sure we had a very warm
welcome back, sure we were
happy, perhaps too tired to
realise what we had done, |
don’t know. We had the road
book signed for the final time,
and received a brass plaque
for the car. We were still a 2'/,
hour drive from home, so we
took our leave and headed
north for Lincoln.

About half way we stopped
for something to eat, and an
appraisal of the past two days.
We were pleased with our
planning and performance, the
driving had been shared evenly
between us, and we had been
able to look after each other,
when necessary. The car had
done everything asked of it, and
except for the exhaust, didn't
give a moments concern. We
had the feeling that the car could
complete the Run again. As for
Keith and myself? All we wanted
was a shower and to sleep!

The following day Monday we
were interviewed by a reporter
from the local paper. | worked
out the boring statistics, 1933
miles on the run plus 276 miles
to and from Enfield, 296 litres
of petrol costing £193.61. . .

I had more fun cleaning the
car. All in all a weekend to
remember for a long time. And
finally we raised over £300 for
the Alzheimer’s Research Trust
from our sponsorship.  #
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HERITAGE APPROVED

SPITFIRE
GTé6
HERALD
VITESSE

ARTHUR STREET, LAKESIDE, REDDITCH, WORCS, B98 8JY
Tel: Redditch (01527) 520880 Fax: (01527) 520730

FRONT SUSPENSION

Front Vertical Links-All Models...........cccocoevurereneincnranenas £47.50
Lower Wishbone Arms.........
Trunnion+Kit+ Seal+Bolt & Nut....
Front Shock Absorbers-Std (Pair) .
Anti ROl Bar LinKS ........ccocevveevererinneenecnie e senes £11.50

STEERING
Steering Column Joint .........ccoeevevrveveeiieicircseiene
Track Rod ENd........c.ocovvcermncrenieircercccrineceeens

Steering Rack Gaitors (Pair)
Steering Column Bush

Steering Rack RECON (Exchange) .........c.ccocvcuveucuninnnns £32.50
REAR SUSPENSION (STANDARD)

Rear 1/2 Shafts (State Model)..........c.cocovvrerevinnrrinnirnnns £55.00
Rear Trunnion Kit+Bolt & Nut ... £4.00

Rear Wheel Bearing Kit ...........
Universal Joint Kit (Hardy Spicer) ..
Rear Shock Absorbers-Std (Pair) .........cccccveeveveiurenenne £32.00

REAR SUSPENSION (ROTOFLEX)

Rear Trunnion Bush Kit+Bolt & Nut ..........cccoccvninns £25.00
Rear Hub Assembly £50.00
Rear Wheel Bearing Kit ........ £18.00

Rotoflex Coupling OE (Including Bolts) ...
Inner Wishbone Bush+Bolt & Nut.................

BRAKING

Brake Disc-Spit/Her/Vit 6 (Pair)
Brake Disc-GT6/Vit 1 & 2 (Pair)
Brake Pad Set . o
Rear Brake Shoe Set-Spit/Her Only .........cccccovvirverinenenee £10.00
Braided Brake Hoses (Set of 4)-State Model .................. £32.50

ENGINE

Timing Chain Kit (State Model)...........ccoeurucivcinirincinne. £8.50
Alloy Rocker Cover & Cap-Spit 3/4/1500 & Her 1360 ....£26.00
Alloy Rocker Cover & Cap-GT6/Vit

0il Filter (State Model) .
Crank Pully Nut-Spit/Her (State Model).........ccccccvvururenes £6.50
ELECTRICAL

Starter Motor RECON (Exchange) ............cceveceneucennrecnce
Dynamo RECON (Exchange)-Spit 1/2/3/& Her. &
Alternator RECON (Exchange)-Spit 4/1500 & GT6 2/3.
Battery Clamp Kit (State Model) ..........ccoocveuvcvininirncnnnen.
Horns-High & Low (Pair) ......ccoovurerinencncreereneenesesieeans

LIGHTING
Front Side/Flasher Lamp-Spit 3/4/1500 & GT6 2/3......... £20.00
Front Side/Flasher Lamp-Her/Vit (Flat Lens)...

WIPAC Halogen Headlamp Kit-Spit/Her/GT6 ...
Rear Stop Tail Lamp-Spit 1/2/3/ & GT6 1/2.

Rear Indicator Lens-Spit 4/1500 & GT6 3.........c.ccovveneene £9.00
PANELWORK
Front Wing-Spit 4/1500 & GT6 3 .......cccovvvvueererercenirirenes £26.00

Corner Valance-Spit 4/1500 & GT6 3 ..........cccovvvcrcrncrnne £45.00
Sill Kit (4 Pieces)-Steelcraft OE Sill .

Rear Wing OE-Spit 1/2/3 & GT6 1/2 ...£62.
Rear Wing REPRO-Spit 4/1500 & GT6 3 (RH Only)......... £78.00

ACCESSORIES

Door Mirrors (State Black or Chrome) ...........cccovvencerenne £11.50
Bullet Style Door Mirrors (Chrome) ..... ....£14.00
Mud Flaps-Triumph Laurel Logo (Pair)........cccccvevercrencnne £5.00
Stainless Steel Treadplates-Spit/GT6 (Pair).... £12.50
Front Spoiler-Suitable for Spit 4/1500 & GT6 3... .£35.00

This is a small selection of items from our NEW 1996 Triumph Spares Catalogue,
please phone or fill in the coupon below to reserve your copy.

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 17.5%

CARRIAGE EXTRA
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KLEIN VINK (LITTLE VILLAGE)

Kiein Vink is an inland leisure resort situated, between Venlo

and Nijmegen, not far from the German border.

This holiday complex is a popular venue for the
Dutch throughout the year with its woodland walks,
boating lake, indoor swimming pool, fishing, cycle
hire, water sports, tennis, crazy golf and health spa
as part of the extensive facilities available many
being free. The on site supermarket is well stocked
with a good variety
of food and

supplies
and is situated
near to the entrance of the complex. Next to the
supermarket is the bar and restaurant area which

boasts quite an extensive menu in a lovely setting.

Above the restaurant we have another lounge area

with a bar for the Friday and Saturday night get together
with light entertainment designed to enable everyone to

chat, relax and make new friends. Down-stairs in the
cellar however, for those who wish to enjoy more
energetic pursuits the disco bar will provide music
and merriment during Saturday evening.

Accommodation offered includes well laid out
camping and caravanning areas in secluded woods
as well as the on site chalets laid out in clusters of
10 or 12 in pleasant wooded areas usually quite near
to the lake. The chalets are very well presented with
their own fully equipped kitchen, shower room, two
comfortable bedrooms and a spacious lounge with

patio and colour T.V. There is ample room for parking

within each cluster of chalets. Our groups of chalets
reserved exclusively for STER are within easy walking
distance of the main field event.

&y —

Location Map

Holland

® Rotterdam

Klein Vink

Arcen

o
Antwerpen
® Brussel

Belgium

Germany

4’4\ 5 ] Y France

emburg
emburg

Nearby Arcen is a small town full of character,
whilst Venlo is a somewhat larger town both within
easy driving distance of Klein Vink.

For further details and booking forms please contact:

UK/FRENCH STER BOOKINGS:

112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire. SL5 8EN.
Tel: UK +44 (0) 1344 885541 (1800 - 2100 hrs)

all correspondence in English please.

DUTCH/GERMAN STER BOOKIRGS:
Schillerstraat 212, 5924 CV Venlo, Holland.
Tel: +31 77 3872306 {09.00 - 21.00 hrs).

F-mail: STER@hi-there.demon.co.uk

or our Website at
http//www.hi-there.demon.co.uk/STER.html  #
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THE PARTS YOU NEED... by Fast Mail Order

STAG - TR6 - TR7 - TR8 - SPITFIRE GT6 - HERALD - VITESSE - DOLOMITE - 2000 - 2500 - 2.5P! - ROVER SD1

BROS

QUALITY PARTS FOR BRITISH CLASSICS

We are the ,largest Cl

IF YOU OWN ONE OF THESE CARS...

YOU NEED ONE OF OUR FREE* CATALOGUES

*EXC 228 PAGE TR7/8 CATALOGUE.

View our Classic Car Collection

IN OUR NEW VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE AND SEE JUST WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED.

,,,,,, F/WING | R/WING D/SKIN SILL | F/BUMPER| R/BUMPER BONNET | BOOTLID | 1/s VALANCE
- FROM FROM HERITAGE HERITAGE
I rlum h SPITFIRE mx w1500 £40.54 | £102.40 £28.85 | £18.80 | £210.00 POA | £535.50 | £161.73 £53.76
p @ GT6 MK3 £40.54 | £102.40 £28.85 | £18.80 | £210.00 POA | £584.00 = £53.76
o : HERALD £65.62 | £79.31 £44.59 | £19.39 | Car Set £104.92 - - -
VITESSE £89.24 | £79.31 £4459 | £19.39 POA | POA - - -
“’m‘”ovxn’““’%"x?:%’ﬁ‘r’r‘b? OVER 35,000 RECORDED PART NUMBERS, ALL UNDER ONE ROOF.
i e
CAR COVERS
TAILORED - TOP QUALITY (ALL MODELS)  £119.00 PRICES LISTED ARE FOR BLACK — OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE
MUDFLAPS (TRIUMPH lUGO) (PR) from £14.68 PVC PVC PVC CANVAS MOHAIR
LENHAM HARDTOP (SPIT MKIV/1500) £264.37 ECONOMY _ LUX ORIG
ALEY ROLLOVER BAR (PADDED) (SPIT IV/1500) £141.76| | SPITFIRE IV/1500 _ £90.00 £115.50 £162.73 £162.73 £241.46
MOTOLITA STEERING WHEEL SPITFIRE Il £93.41 £120.73 - _ £162.73  POA
WE PROVIDE THE SERVICE (WOOD OR LEATHER RIM) (ALL MODELS)  £105.75| | HERALD/VITESSE  £104.98 £131.25 -  £168.00 £257.26
WE’RE KEEN ON PRICE BRAKES/SUSPENSION
WE HAVE THE PARTS TOP QUALITY TUFTED PILE (STITCHED) | [piSCS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £18.21 ALL MODELS INC 5 WHEELS,
WE GU ARANTEE THE QU ALITY ALL COLOURS. MOULDED - BLACK ONLY GT6/VITESSE £19.39 FITTINGS & ACCESSORIES
SPITFIRE IV/1500 STITCHED £88.71 PADS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £9.93 | | CHROME £775.50
WE KNOW YOUR CAR g o) (A1 | e
. REAR SHOES  SPITFIRE/HERALD £15.22
WE DELIVER FAST MOULDED _ £219.66 GT6/VITESSE £18.21
i i HERALD/VITESSE STITCHED £84.89 | | FRONT SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS) INERTIA INC REEL, STALK
MOULDED £136.60 ] | STANDARD £23.44 | | FTTINGS & INSTRUCTIONS
SPAX £48.25
SPIT/GT6 (EACH) £34.49
m L EXHAUSTS KONI £55.81 | [WER/VIT (EACH) £39.36
m FULL SYSTEMS REAR SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS)
ALL RECON FULL ENGINES BUILT TO VERY HIGH SPITFIRE1500/1300 £135.13 STANDARD £20.97 - R ANGE @
SPECIFICATION, BENCH TESTED & CARRY 12 MONTHS OR SPITFIRE TUBULAR MANIFOLD £127.60 | | SPAX £45.12 NTERIOR TRIN
12000 MILE GUARANTEE. FITTING ARRANGED FROM £125. GT6 MK3 £158.63 | | _KONI £49.94 - :
UNLEADED ENGINES, HEARLD £98.70 | | FRONT SPRINGS FROM £19.03
HEADS & SHORT ENGINES ALSO AVAILABLE. VITESSE FROM £126.32 | | REAR SPRINGS FROM £81.07 PLEA /
SPITFIRE (FULL) 1500 £650.00 ex
1300 £650.00 ex OVER 50,000 SQUARE FEET OF PARTS OVER 20,000 STOCK LINES FOR IMMEDIATE
HERALD (FULL) (ALL) £625.00 ex STORAGE AND STILL GROWING. DESPATGH BY FAST MAIL-ORDER, OR CALL & GOLLECT
VITESSE (FULL) (2000) £875.00 ex FROM OUR LINCOLN SALES COUNTER.
GT6 (FULL) (ALL) £815.00 ex DW N ORDEE
UNLEADED CYLINDER HEADS CONFIRM STOCK AVAILAB p D : ma%@» ASK ABOUT
SPITFIRE 1500 RECON £211.50 ex ODS & PLACING AN ORDER cus OMER SHOP BY PHUNE FOR
SPITFIRE 1300 RECON £211.50 ex TEL: UK SALES:
NEW £287.88 expoRT saLes: (UK+44) 1522 526200
24 Hour Ansaphone for UK/Export Lines.
FAX: 01522 567600 PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT @ 17.5%.
TRANSMISSION EXPORT: (UK+44) 1522 567600 /0| ~|FOR EXPORT OUTSIDE EC DEDUCT 14.89%
GEARBOX (ALL MODELS) POST: Send your Enquiry or Written Order & Payment to:

£198.58 ex ||
£198.58 ex
£370.13 ex

NON 0/D (RECON)
LESS 0/D (RECON)
INC 0/D (RECON)

DIFFERENTIALS (RECON)

SPITFIRE / GT6 FROM £240.00 ex
HERALD/VITESSE FROM £240.00 ex

LINCOLN LN4 2NA, ENGLAND.
E-MAIL: Sales@rimmer.netkonect.co.uk

IN PERSON: At our Shop and Sales Counter.
PAYBY: EY 55 <~ D | =
CREDIT CARD  DEBIT CARD CHARGE CARD

RIMMER BROS LIMITED, TRIUMPH HOUSE,
SLEAFORD RD, BRACEBRIDGE HEATH,

INTERNET: HTTP://WWW.RimmerBros.Co.UK/

POSTAL ORDER  BANK DRAFT  BANK TRANSFER  CASH

TRADE &

WHOLESALE
ENQUIRIES WELCOME

We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.
This advertisement replaces all previous adverts and
offers therein. All parts offered subject to availability.

Errors and Omissions Excepted.

OPENING HOURS:
MONDAY — FRIDAY
Q0| | 8.30am - 5.300m,
CHEOUE
| 8.30am - 1.30pm.

REVMMER.

HELPING TO PRESERVE BRITISH CLASSIC CARS




Did | mention rust? Ah well, there
was quite a surprising amount of

77 ” E The Adventares of
H E ” éﬂb mlled,,'

was a fashion victim from the seventies with lots of
synthetic fur (at least | hope it was synthetic, anybody
missing their cat?). Brown household carpet stuck to
the hard top’s roof was definitely a highlight. The red
peau d’orange demeanour thus gave rise to the
Spitty’s now affectionately held name.

Seven years, and lots of love later, the Red Cow
was again Royal Blue. Not terribly red, I agree,
but the interior had become this colour, so the
name kind of still holds true. And, I thought, RC
was ready for the BIG EVENT (cue fanfare).

Look - we
The trip was going to take some organising. | work "?S“’Ae/ it |
in London, and RC has a cozy garage 100 miles away certainly
not looking

in Wiltshire. | had no time off work, and therefore worse for wear.

Perhaps a little background
history would be helpful here.
The Red Cow was purchased
during my first year as a medical
student in 1989, via an advert in
The Courier. This was during the
very peak of the classic car boom,
and, oh dear, it really wasn't a
bargain! She was horrid. And
red. With an orange skin textured
finish. Which was flaking off . . .
revealing her true colour of

had to do all the
necessary prepara-
tion in the weekend
prior to Stafford.
That was fine. No
problems. Naturally
my tent had disap-
peared, but then
these things can't
g0 too smoothly,
can they? The plan:
drive to London
and park RC in my
brother’s garage in
East London. Safer
there than on the
street. One call

on the Friday night,
so the trip to Stafford
would have to start
early on the Saturday.
The car would be
pre-packed for Tom
(my brother) and |
for this early start
from the Isle of
Dogs to a rather more attractive destination,
Stafford. Arrive at the show ground early/mid
afternoon. And then shop, party and chill out.
Complicated plan eh? RC being a Triumph,
decided that the plan simply was not
complicated enough.

And thus the saga began. The preparation

Royal Blue.

&y

Rob Bell

went smoothly
enough for
the weather
the weekend
before Stafford
was great,
working in

the sun doing
the odd tweak
here, an odd
tweak there.
Working on
my Triumph,
what bliss?
Then late on
the Sunday,
the 100 miles
drive to London,
with my father
in the “chase
car” bringing
Tom and the
chattels required

for his student existence. This was
to be a fortunate arrangement.

RC is really a most standard
Mkl Spitfire, it has no overdrive.
This means that motorway speeds
are accomplished at rather high
engine revolutions (approx. 4500-
5000). One could go slower |
suppose, in deference to RCs 29
years, but really, being overtaken
by 1.1 Ford Fiestas really is too
much. RC is a SPORTS CAR!

And the car loved it, and went
predictably superbly (what do
you mean, I'm biased?!). Besides

I had been saving up for an over-
drive which would save RC from
such touring stress in future. RC
purred (if a car fitted with a Bell
stainless sports system can be said
to purr, roar perhaps?). A303, M3,
M25, M4 then A4, the Spitfire
penetrated the heart of London.
Until just over the Hammersmith
Flyover when, totally without
warning, something went horribly,
dreadfully wrong. A rattle, of
sudden onset, emanating from

the engine bay, that emphatically
had not been there mere seconds

=

Showing off
her beautiful
BLUE body
work at
Stafford.




before, instantaneously the
engine lost power, the oil
pressure gauge swung left
towards zero. {Aside:), is this

a design feature? This graceful
death arc thus points the
direction in which | was to
steer the car! Do left hand drive
cars have oil gauges that swing
in the opposite direction as a
helpful hint to those poor souls
who are forced to drive on the
wrong side of the road? | was
thankfully able to direct RC
straight into a rare empty
parking bay. Before the car
had come to a halt, the engine
had posted its resignation and
promptly expired. Oh dear.

Now usually when RC comes
to a halt, | can often effect a
roadside repair of sorts to get
home. But this was quite
different. Something was very
wrong and nothing in the
extensive tool kit that | had
piled into the boot (there to
help other poor Triumph
owners, not for myself of
course!) was going to help
now . ... Hmmmm, where
was my AA card? Ah. Do |
have Relay. Er. No.

A 40 minutes wait? Uh uh . ..
somehow they seemed unsur-
prised that this example of 60s
British automotive engineering
had come to an ignominious
halt. But they are terribly nice
people aren’t they? So, politely
they did not say anything. My
father and brother had by this
time caught up with me and
had driven past. COME BACK!
They had spotted the stricken
RC and managed a U turn on
the busy A4, eventually coming
to a stop to keep me company
in the patient wait for the nice
man in his banana wagon to
turn up. But hello, was that an
AA man a little way up the road
tending to a more modern car
that had broken down? My
father went to investigate and

o

encouraged him to come to us once he had finished
up there. Within 20 minutes we had an experienced
patrolman sucking through his teeth as he turned and
attempted to start the engine {ow, please don’t do
that!). Definitely knackered, and not a roadside repair
job, an opinion that was seconded by another AA
man who had been officially sent to my rescue. Did |
have Relay? NO! £85 for a tow? NO! And thus the
sight of RC, a gleaming blue Spitfire being towed
through London’s West End by my fathers’ Nissan.
National pride out of the window.

Plan B. Mission impossible. Have the Spitty
diagnosed, and repaired in time for that weekends
event. Who had this task? Tom! Monday’s 24 hour
on call does not really enable me to undertake this
job, so | decided not

no compression in cylinder one! The damage to
cylinder, valve and cylinder head was such as to
necessitate replacement of all three items, plus in
addition, two main bearings that had come under
strain during Sunday’s flurry of excitement in
cylinder one! Open wallet surgery was required!

The Silver lining: new cylinder head time . . . time
to go unleaded! Unleaded conversions are a topic
of much debate in the classic press, and | must say
| had thought about this subject before, but consid-
ered this uneconomic as a one-off conversion. If
however it was going to be necessary to replace
the cylinder head anyway, well . . . one call to Mark
at Sportscar Supplies, and this was agreed.

Thursday. Engine

to undertake that
particular mission!
So | thrust my
Members’ Handbook
into my brother’s
hand, thanked my
father for the tow,
and left them to it!

Monday. Tom
contacted the first
company on my
highlighted list:
British Sports Car
Supplies, on Gold-
hawk Road. They
agreed to come
along and collect the
car to investigate the problem. They warned that it
would probably require them taking the engine to
pieces. But fortunately they felt reasonably confident
that the job could be done before the weekend.
Room for hope then?

Tuesday. The car was collected, and initial
work started.

Wednesday. Shock horror, the extent of the damage
was established. The exhaust valve had dropped into
the engine. Apparently this is a rare occurrence on
Triumph engines, the valve spring had fractured, the
collets released, enabling the valve to leave its usual

boring environment to explore pastures new, the com-

bustion chamber! As the piston had descended, so
had the valve, but tragically for the valve’s life span,
the piston has a cyclical vertical motion. Therefore
just as the valve was beginning to explore its brave
new world, it was crushed, up against the interior
surface of the cylinder head. Hence loss of power,
the uncharacteristically rapid turn over on the starter,

Kow’s that for
a Spitfire?

rebuild (as it had
practically become)
going to plan, except
for the aforemen-
tioned cylinder head
was going to cost
rather more than
initially expected.
Time for stiff upper
lip and a discussion
with the listening
bank (who appeared
to have wax in their
ears. .. ).

Friday. On call for
24 hours, agreed to
pick up the RC at
1200! Excellent, what could go wrong now?

Saturday. 1200 hours. Engine had run for the first
time, 30 minutes ago . . . good, it works! Some
cheque bashing later, RC was about to embark upon
a 400 mile round trip. Engine straight out of the box.
Mark appeared anxious. | was oblivious. How better
to run in an engine than taking it on a long drive.
Shame about the 3000rpm rev limit though. That’s
approximately 50mph! IN NEED OF OVERDRIVE!

This is now Stafford weekend and | need to get
north as soon as possible. To the East End to collect
Tom, and the camping gear. Probably, | reasoned,
the most direct way to get my brother would be
via the A4. This was a mistake. On a Saturday, the
A4 is chockers with shoppers going to Harrods etc.
And nobody told me that newly rebuilt engines ran
hot. No one at all. Thanks. But they do, and RC did.
And spluttered to a halt outside Harrods. Where
better? In the outside lane. In a mile long jam. People
were being surprisingly patient as | pushed RC into

the side of the road, on a red

route, in a bus stop. Bet they

wouldn't be so forgiving if RC
were a Eurobox!

Fortunately, even the traffic
warden was sympathetic.
Apparently, even his MG
would overheat in much the
same way. Oh the indignity
of it all. He did however
suggest an alternate route to
the Embankment which would
be less congested. Hurrah!

60 minutes and a great many
stares later from a number of
fascinated onlookers (I think
RC became incorporated into
a sight seeing tour!) later, and
we were both cool enough to
move off, with the heater on
full blast as an auxiliary cooling
radiator. An amazing scenic
tour on the back roads of
Kensington ensued. No over-
heating on the move. Straight
into another traffic foul up.

A collection of tree hugging,
lentil eating cyclists had blocked
the road! No | wasn't feeling
terribly sympathetic as RCs
temperature gauge started to
soar again . . . two and a half
hours later than expected, |
arrived at Tom’s place, loaded
the car up, and set off for
Stafford. At last. At a constant
fifty miles an hour. Hold your
hair on, boys!

RC didn’t miss a beat. Not
once. Wow, what a hero. We
arrived at Stafford, set up tent
and enjoyed. | don't need to
tell you about it, do |, because
you were there weren’t you?

RC has now completed her first
500 miles without complication.
Most of those miles were under-
taken during the trip to Stafford,
the journey back to London and
then subsequently back to Wilt-
shire. If RC made it through a
near death experience, so can
your Triumph. See ya next year!#

-




Therefore to cut a long story
short we decided to put in a bid

to buy Pete Hatcher’s (an old TSSC
member) Spitfire between us to try
and keep the budget to a ‘shoe-
string’. One driver would be
Darren and, as I'm getting on a
bit, my driver would be my son,
Matthew, who is also a Club
member (I could also get him

to do a lot of mechanical work).

Pete competed in the car for a
fEV\{ years but it had been out of (ef and
action for about two years as Pete Matthew
has moved on to another pastime,  arnold (right)
Archery. | wasn't sure that when

Darren Horne

at Essex Arena.

Johm A rmold

‘push came to shove’ Pete
would want to sell it but, again
to cut another long story short,
he agreed to our bid (hopefully
on the basis he knew where it
was going). We duly collected
the car but we all felt a bit
rotten taking it away as Pete
looked so sad as the car was
towed away from his house.

As the car hadn’t run for a
while we gave it a good service
but didn’t want to touch it too
much and upset Pete’s work
and adjustments. The work
we did, as always, took longer
than anticipated and time was
running short as we had entered
a meeting to be held at North
Weald by the Borough 19 Club.
We wanted to start at North
Weald as it was our first event
and Darren had never driven
a Spitfire before; you can’t do
any real damage if you go off
there. However we wanted to
try it out before hand but
thought it would be a problem,
as it's not road legal, until John
Low suggested we take it to
Essex Arena. John is another
TSSC member and has cam-
paigned in his Mk2 Spitfire
for many years in both sprints
and races, and with some
considerable success.

ESSEX ARENA

I had never been to the Arena before but it turned
out to be a good idea. Darren booked the track, it
was relatively cheap; and when we got there we
were the only ones for a while. We unloaded and
started to get things ready but for a while we looked
like the ‘Keystone Cops’ as we got in each other’s
way. At home the car started at the first turn but up
the track it wouldn't fire at all - isn’t it always the
way? Eventually we pulled the spark plugs out and
found that some weren't sparking at all and the rest
were sparking in the most peculiar places. A quick
trip to the local Halfords soon cured the problem
and the car started a treat. Matthew and Darren
took it in turns to take it around the track albeit
the engine seemed to be a bit flat so we thought
it could do with a tune-up'~ not surprising after
so much time not being run.

After a while a few other cars turned up so we only
went onto the track when it was free; the other cars
were basically stock cars and ‘leaned’ on each other
as they went around. All went well, enjoyable and
all very worthwhile. As Darren said, he wouldn't
have wanted to have driven it for the first time at
North Weald in competition. With he event being
our first, we weren’t expecting much, so we thought
we would have the carbs tuned for the following
meeting (also time wasn't with us).

NORTH WEALD - Before the Run.

We still had a few things to do on the Saturday
before the meeting which should have taken a
couple of hours - instead it took all day and
resulted in a quick trip over to Jon Low’s to

Matthew
Arnold at
North Weald
11th August
1996.
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borrow a carb’ connection as |
had broken it trying to connect
up a piece of tubing; talk about
the eleventh hour! Matthew
said that with all the bits we
had borrowed off Jon it might
have been easier to have

taken jon’s car!

The event meant we had to
leave early which did not appeal
to Matthew at all (Saturday night
is usually pub night). However
on the Sunday, Matthew was
up before me and Darren
was late as he had overslept.
We hitched the car up and the
four of us set off; the four of us -
Sarah had decided to come and
see Darren’s return to competi-
tion. As the engine had been
running on the hot side we
had brought some water along,
Sarah said that Darren had had
the same idea but his bottle
of water was a large bottle of
Evian! (we said we would put
some fresh air in the tyres for
Darren when we got to the
track). The journey went well
and Sarah joined in unloading

and setting up as soon as we got there despite me
pointing out she was a girl and shouldn't be getting

her hands greasy (the bruises have nearly gone now).

Darren and Matthew went off to get signed on
but as soon as Pauline Acott (the secretary for the
meeting) realised who Darren was, she had a go at
him. She nearly had a heart attack when Darren’s
entry arrived. “What have | done to warrant Nat-
West hand delivering a letter at that time at night?”
(Darren works for NatWest and had delivered his
entry using one of their envelopes).

As we had never competed before | was worried
that we wouldn’t get through scrutineering, what
have we forgotten and there are two lost fees
involved! The car got through with no trouble
but there was a problem with Darren’s overalls;
as he hadn’t competed for three years they were
out of date and the scrutineer considered confis-
cating them. Darren went into idiot mode and
when the scrutineer said approved overalls had
a label in them, Darren pointed to the label and
said, “Well what's that then?” “The washing
instructions sir” came the reply. In desperation
Darren then asked, “What's that symbol then?”.
“That means you shouldn’t iron them sir.” Al the
time this was going on Sarah was bouncing up
and down as she wanted to have a go as well
but every time she got close Darren swept her
to the back of him. After he explained to her

Matthew
Arnold (L) and
Darren Horne
(R) at North
Weald, 11th
August 1996.
(right)

Sprinting at the
Essex arena.

that it wasn't like taking
something back to the
shops and her giving the
scrutineer a ‘Glasgow Kiss’
would have got him banned
from motorsport for life. In
the end the scrutineer was
very reasonable (contrary

to what we think sometimes)
and Darren’s overalls were
let through but with instruc-
tions to get some approved
ones for the next event.

(I found out about the
episode later and it had

us all in stitches).

Whilst we were waiting
to be called we decided to
have a bacon roll and a cup
of tea which, although went
down a treat, was against Jon
Low’s coaching (he has some-
thing to eat after his runs in
order to save weight). (Ooh,
runs. Awful! Ed.) During this
time Mick Rowney (another
TSSC member) turned up as
he is thinking of entering a
car for next year. Nice to
see him there.

NORTH WEALD - The Competition.

A sprint usually consists of a convoy run, a practice run and two
timed runs. As we were double driving the change over had to be
quick. We were up against some stiff competition; some fast Minis, a
very well sorted MG Midget, a few other cars and a 1969 Daverian.

Our runs didn’t go that well as the carbs meant that the engine
wasn't revving properly. However the lads enjoyed themselves.
Darren got it sideways once, which looked very entertaining and
Matthew was also ‘giving it some’ as he nearly collected the flag
marshal as he went over the line. Although our times were not that
good, at least we had the biggest fan club there. Leigh and Kathy
(Arnold), lan (Thompsett) and Matthew’s two girlfriends (that’s
another story) Sharron and Kathy had come along to see our first
event. A Club member said that you have to be fast but you also
have to out pose the others. | think Darren’s bottled water for the
radiator gave us the edge there. (To be honest Darren had forgot
the water as he was in a hurry so, not to let us down, he got the
next best thing and popped into a shop on the way to us).

During the day their times got quicker and they were both looking
forward to what they could do once the carbs’ had been adjusted.
Unfortunately in the last run the big ends went and that was it
{perhaps the result of us not having the carbs adjusted and the
engine running hot?).

Even though it could be said that we didn’t have the best of days
we all enjoyed it and at least we are having a go albeit we won't
be that competitive - it has to be done on a very limited budget.
Let’s hope we can do more on justice to Pete’s legacy next time out.%
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CLup HEADQUARTERS

The following services are available from the
Club Headquarters.

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£32.00 UK £34.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

RENEWALS.
£30.00 UK £34.00 EUROPE £38.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TSSC - Main Street, Lubenham,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 OTF

Tel: 01858 434424
Fax: 01858 431936

e-mail : tssc@tssc-hg.demon.co.uk
ttp: //www.tssc-hq.demon.co.uk/tssc.html

Tssc Insurance
QUOTATIONS - FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
TEL: 0121 561 6262 FAX: 0121 559 0814
VALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI SQUIBBS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Tssc Hanppook
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228

Tssc Viogo Lisrary
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

Tssc Orrers
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

Rac Scueme
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

Macazive Copy Datp

All magazine material must be received before
of each month prior to the month of pubhcatlon

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try and
work well in advance of the deatﬁme
* TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 468228
e - mail: Courier@the-studio.demon.co.uk

Tssc Accounts
BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

TSSC SERVIVEYN & HFFIL’EHS 1997

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own
specific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following
officers is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or
the TSSC in the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.
TECHNICAL SECRETARY:
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone, Gwent. NP6 2JR.
Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)

HERALD 948/1200
Chris Longhurst, 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon. OX12 7PT.

HERALD 13/60
Phil Willson, 37 The Grove, North Cray, Sidcup, Kent. DA14 5NG.
Tel: 0181 302 0059 (7-9pm only)

SPITFIRE Mk 1/11/111
Brett Dennis, 284A Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts.
Tel: 01992 448542 (7-9pm)

SPITFIRE Mk 1V/ 1500
John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett, Camberley,
Surrey. GU16 6DS.

VITESSE 1600/ Mk 1/ 11
Mac Reynolds, ‘Burrows Mill’, Beeny., Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OHL.

GT6 MkI/ 11/ 111
Mike Scott, ‘Brambles’ 4, Blackberry lane, Cowes,sle of Wight. PO31 7RB.
Tel: 01983 293650
BOND
Bruce Pilbrough, 16 Arnhem Rd., Preston, Lancs. PR1 4QL.
Tel: 01772 791378 (7 -9pm)

SPECIALS
Trevor Collett, 14 Lodge Rd., Fetcham, Surrey. KT22 9QY.
Tel: 01372 376661

AMPHICAR
David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd., Worcester. WR5 3RA.
Tel: 01905 763192

TOURER’S TALK
Rick Robarts, 55 Shelbourne Rd, Cressex, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3NQ.
Tel: 01494 444373

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Le’on Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 FAX: 0181 947 7659 e-mail: guyotleonf@aol.com

EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley, West Yorkshire. LS21 3LT.
Tel: 01943 463240
Tony Lancaster, Rignall Barn Cottage, Rignall Rd., Gt.Missendon, Bucks. HP16 9PE.
Tel: 01494 890272

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

ARCHIVIST & LIBRARIAN
Mike Costigan, ‘Dumble Rise’, 38 Ridgeway, Southwell, Notts. NG25 0DU.
Tel: 01636 814050

NATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISER
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422 e mail: 106201.737@compuserve.com

SHOW CAR REGISTER
Vicki Benson, 22 Romsley Close, Rubery, Nr Bromsgrove, Worcs. B45 9UX.
Tel: 0121 453 2602 (Untill 9pm Eves) Temporary Address & Tel No.
AREA LIAISON
Annis Green, 65 Sheffield Rd, Birdwell, Barnsley, Sth Yorks. S70 5XF.
Tel: 01226 745637

COMPETITION SECRETARY
Jo Field,69 Neuville Way,Springfields, Desborough,Northants. NN14 2XT.
Tel: 01536 763799

EN11 ORX.
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