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his is the official TSSC Events
Calendar for 1996 containing
detalls of all TSSC organised
events and National and Local
events to which the club has been invited.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the
details contained in this calendar are correct,
no responsibility is accepted for errors or
changes due to unforeseen circumstances.
For additions and amendments contact
the Club Headquarters.

Tel: (01858) 434424. Fax (01858) 431936

WOULD ALL SHOW/EVENT ORGANISERS
PLEASE NOTIFY TRUDI OF DATES FOR

THE 1996 CALENDAR AS SOON AS
THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.

TELEPHONE TRUDI: 01858 434424

133C ORGANISED
aVENTS

JANUARY

MON 1st THE MID KENT AREA CLASSIC CAR '%,
New Years Day Meefing, Chimneys, Tonbridge .
Conact: Liz 01732 773111,

FEBRUARY

SUN 18th INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH SHOW &
SPARES DAY, Stoneleigh, Nr. Coventry.

JUNE

SUN 16th CENTENARY OF THE TRIUMPH RALLY,
Coombe Abbey, Coventry.

Contact: Ray Gilkes, Day - 01203 866229,

Eves - 01203 544371

JULY

SATISUN 13th/14th TSSC INTERNATIONAL
WEEKEND. Stafford County Showground.
1 Please Contact ClubHAQ.

AUGUST

SAT 10th -2nd TOTALLY TRIUMPH CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Caoke Reigby Club, Belfast,
Northern freland.

SEPTEMBER

SUN 15th TAC 96 Supporting County Alr Abulance
Service, Hatton Gountry World, Warks.

NATIONAL & LOGAL

[ESELITED
JANUARY

FRUSUN 19/20/21st THE ROADRUNNER CLUB
PRESENTS: The 5th London to Edinburgh Tril
Contact: 01423523 774,

SAT 27th: THE NOTTINGHAM AUTOJUMBLE,
John Player Sports Centre, Agpley Lane, Notingham,

WARCH

SATISUN Sth/10th 10th SPORTS & REPLICA
CAR SHOW, Bingley Hall, Stafford.

SAT/SUN 16th/17th THE LONDON CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW, Alexandra Palace, Londan.

HAY

SUNDAY 5th MILLENNIUM PROJECT PRESENTS
THE BIG RUN - 96. £25 per car and oecugants.

6 UK startng points, grand fnsh at NEC Birmingham
during Classic & Sporiscar Show.

SATIMON 11-13¢h TRIUMPH ‘CONTINENTAL TO
FRANCE. Weekend in Laon. Tel: 01304 360244

JUNE

SAT/SUN 3rdath THE BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR
SHOW, Bristol Exhibition Paviions.
Bristol.

JUNE

SUN %th DAIMLER & LANCHESTER OWNERS
CLUB INTERNATIONAL CENTENARY RALLY,
Coombe Abbey Country Park - 10 Triumphs Req.

SATISUN 15tv16th 4th GREAT YORKSHIRE
VINTAGE & CLASSIC VEHICLE RALLY.

JULY

SUNDAY 7th THE GREAT NORTH WEST

MANCHESTER - BLACKPOOL CLASSIC CAR RUN.

Pre 1979 Cars £50 per vehicle.

AUGUST

SATIMON 24/26th HEALEY INTERNATIONAL
SPORTSCAR WEEKEND, Royal Agrcultural
College, Cirencester, Glos.

SEPTEMBER

SUN29th THE LONDON CLASSIC CAR SHOW
INCORP. THE GRAND LONDON AUTOJUMBLE,
Kempton Park Racecourse.

0CTOBER

THURS-SUN 17th-20th RALLY DES 4 COULERS,
LE PERIGORD POURPRE 'WINE RUN',
Dordogne Area. Contact Guy Painchaul
PhonefFax. 0033 14602 9412 or Club HAQ.

NOVEMBER

SATISUN 23thi24th THE NATIONAL CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW, NEC, Birmingham,

EVIEW OF THE YEAR

et’ 0 in reverse order as last month’s budget rounded off
another successful year for the TSSC. The campaigning paid
off and some justice has been achieved.

Many members will now have Club cars which will
carry a nil cost tax disk and as the years go by, more
and more Club cars will become exempt from road
tax. This is a victory for common sense and thanks
must go to all pressure groups. M.Ps.and the DVLA
whose support along with the Federation, of British
Historic Vehicle Clubs. Somie may worry thatthis is
the first step towards limited use of older cars, |
believe not, as long as presentation levels of cars
remains high they should be a joy to see. As Ken
said in his budget speech - quote “the exemption
from VED for lighter vehicles over 25 years old pro-
duces a generous and caherent system of taxation
for older vehicles and reflects the important role old
vehicle enthusiasts play in maintaining this vibrant
part of our history and heritage”. (Here! Herel)

1995 had its ups and downs, we started the year
with the headquarters up and running, with the new
shop and museum complex. Many many members
have visited the HQ throughout the year along with
quite a few area visits, we have added new exhibits
and gradually a Triumph mecca is evolving.

The Car is the Star. Yes, our:time had come,

Quentin Wilson and the Top Gear team featured the

Triumph Herald on TV and placed us in front of mil-
lions of new viewers to give all!! The best reasons
for owning a smalf chassied Triumph, yes a Triumph
for us as this has to'be good advertising for the
cause, a good start to 1995, '

On the event front the TSSC has excelled and many
Club members have put in much to give the TSSC
that leading edge from barbecues to driving tests,
camping weekends to overseas tours, 1996 promises
much of the same. The awareness of Triumph cars

has lead the classic car publication list with article
after article being written on Club cars.

Triumph World magazine was launched and further
enhanced Triumph life, watch out in early 1996 for
more Club stories in Practical Classics and Popular
Classics. Special features on the TSSC appeared in
Classic Car Mart, Classic Car Weekly and Classic
Motor Monthly. The Triumph movement had its first
dedicated all Triumph Show and Spares Day which
along with all major TSSC shows last year was a
resounding success.

The Couriepmagazine continued to be extremely
informative and still leads all Club magazines on the
technical front, havinig so many talented club offi-
cials and writers, /Area Organisers deluged us with
news in the News Review and yes, a lot goes on.

Trade involvement was somewhat patchy in 1995
with some companies moving forward and others
leaving the Triumph world. As we still find it hard to
shake off the recession, money being fight, spending
contintied to affect the overall Feel-Good factor.

Club cars’ values will start to rise and there has
never been such.a good time to purchase from a
buyers’ point of view. Footman James continued to
insure the vast majority of Club cars and look to
increase further in 1996. Policies offered are better
value for money.now morethan ever before, mak-
ing motoring in Club cars even cheaper therefore
more enjoyable.

1995 moved Triumph and the TSSC forward. 1996
promises much. Thank you for your participation
and Happy New Year.
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Views
of the
Internet

As “quattro” was the word for the
Eighties, the “Internet” is the word
of the Nineties. Just what is it?
What could it do for you? Or,
rather, what could the Club do for
you via this new communications
medium/revolution. These are
questions we're currently asking
and we want your views. An
awful lot has been written about
and heard of The Internet and the
associated World Wide Web. No
doubt some (a lot?) of it is hype
but many people find services
offered via the ‘net to be very
convenient and useful. The Club
is currently looking into whether
it should offer services / informa-
tion on the network to those cur-
rent and prospective members
who may be connected.

The TSSC is very successful and
that is only achieved by planning
and costing things out. To do that
we really do need your input so
please write and let us know what
you think. Do you think the Club
should offer information and ser-
vices via the ‘net. If so, what
should those services be?

=

Do you see any problems we might not have thought of? Would such
services only be of interest to computer buff cruisers? (1 think the 'net
is getting too large for mere surf-boards!)

What we don’t want to do is to be pushed along with the tidal wave
only to find the current excitement and hype was indeed just hype. If
we're going to do anything we want it to be a success. On some occa-
sions when we ask for your views the postbag remains distinctly light
so if you've any interest at all in this possible addition to the Club’s
communications services please do write in, marking your envelopes

“Internet”. With best wishes to all for 1996.
Peter Williams, General Secretary.

Special Privilege Scheme

The Club has registered for the Museum of British Road Transport
Special Privilege Scheme which entitles members and areas to the
following Privileges:-

£1 off Museum admission prices to all Club members on
production of their Club card.

Free use of the Temporary Exhibition Hall for out of season
events for up to 25 cars.

Use of Museum facilities for meetings and conferences.
Access to the Museum’s extensive archive facilities.

The facility to contribute car club magazines to the archives
ensuring their retention as a permanent historical source.

if areas wish to make use of these privileges, please contact
Barry Littlewood, Tel 01203 832425 or Trudi Squibbs
at Club HQ, 01858 434424.

International Triumph

THE INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH SHOW & SPARES DAY

Stoneleigh, nr Coventry, SUNDAY, 18th FEBRUARY 1996
HOW TO GET TO THE SHOW. Stoneleigh is situated just 3 miles from
the old TRIUMPH works off the A45.
THE SHOW. Wil be held in the massive 40,000 sq. ft air conditioned
Exhibition Halls with full catering facilities plus an additional 30,000 sq
feet of hardstanding for outside Autojumble and TRIUMPHS for sale.
CLUB DISPLAYS. All of the TRIUMPH Clubs & Registers will be invited
to mount displays.
TRIUMPH CAR PARK. All those arriving in TRIUMPHS will be invited
to display their cars inside the Showground. The first 1000 TRIUMPHS
to arrive will be given a brass attendance plaque. No need to book,
just turn up.

REDUCED PRICE ADVANCE TICKETS. By booking in advance you can
save £1 per person off the normal admission price of £4 per adult.
Children and Car Parking FREE. If you can arrange for a party of over 30
to attend from your region we will offer you additional discounts
(Phone for details).
ORGANISED BY:
Vintage & Classic Events15 3 Danford Lane SOLIHULL B91 1QQ
Tel: 0121 745 5265 (Trade & General Enquiries)
Tel: 0121 733 2123 (Advance Tickets)

DELIGUTFUL DUSTCAPS

The only dust caps with the correct and legally licensed marque logos
for Triumph and MG are now available exclusively through Heritage
Motor Parts. Each cap includes an internal ‘O’ ring which acts as a dust
and air seal — and the ends of all the caps are finished with a visually
attractive coloured marque badge. These caps, which are made in
Germany from high grade polished hexagonal aluminium, are supplied
in sets of four in a clear box with either the Triumph shield logo or the
MG Octagon.

Original HMP part no.
HMP 190129

Description Price (exc. VAT)
Triumph shield logo £9.35

HERITAGE GOES GoLp

GOLD RANGE
OF
EXCHANGE
UNITS
INTRODUCED

Heritage Motor
Parts has developed
a new range of
remanufactured
‘Gold’ exchange
units specially for
classic cars. While
aimed at the Rover
heritage vehicles
they will also be
suitable for many
other models of

o o : similar ages.
The first of the Heritage Gold range or products are starter motors,
dynamos and alternators, enabling owners to ‘one stop shop’ for their
rotating electrical units. Quality is of paramount importance for the
Heritage Gold products, and their period appearance has been delib-
erately maintained to give the right look in a classic car engine bay.
In the Heritage Gold remanufacturing exchange system key compo-
nents are always renewed in every unit, regardless of their condition.

The renewed components are:-
STARTER MOTORS: drive mech-
anism, brushes, all bearings and
bushes. Pre-engaged starters
always include a new rebuilt
solenoid.

DYNAMOS: armature, brushes,
all bearings and brushes.
ALTERNATORS: rectifier, regula-
tor, slip rings, brushes, all bear-
ings and bushes and also the
cosmetic end cap.

All units are built to exacting
standards and are painted black
with a natural alloy finish where
it is appropriate.

Internal components, which
would otherwise be susceptible
to corrosion, have a protective
zinc phosphate coating.
Confidence in the product
allows Heritage Motor Parts to
offer a 12 month unlimited
mileage warranty.

These Gold units are available
from Heritage specialists. A full
listing can be obtained from the
Heritage Office on 01865
383510.

CHISWICK
SEMINARS

A few places are left for the
Maintenance Seminars at
Chiswick Car Craft,
Ring Mike Kernoy
now to reserve our place

0181 994 3395

BERMNARD ROBINSOMN @




ell, wasn’t the budget
' good news for owners of
cars over 25 years old.

Not only has a new taxation class been created
which takes such cars out of taxation but the
Government has officially recognised that (i) the
number of older cars in use represent less that 1% of
the licensed population and do little damage to the
environment and (ii) enthusiasts of old cars play an
important role “in maintaining this vibrant part of
our history and heritage”. It is thought that around
150,000 cars will qualify.

Information has been made available from the
Treasury, the DVLA and other sources and what the
proposals and practicalities boil down to, specifical
ly for cars, is summarised as follows:

Cars {plus motorcycles and tricycles) over 25 years
old and becoming same in the future will be exempt
from paying Vehicle Excise Duty (VED).. Vehicles
will still be required to license annually, display.a
VED disc and produce a valid MOT and certificate
of insurance.

For the purpose of defining:the vehicle’s age, the
age is calculated from the end of the year in which
the vehicle was first registered. ‘This means that
vehicles first registered in or prior to 1969 are
exempt from 29 November 1995, but those regis-
tered at any time during 1970 will-not be exempt
until January 1st 1996." It follows that cars first regis-
tered at any time during 1971 wilk-become exerapt
on 1st January 1997 and so on.

A provision is also made to take into account the
year of manufacture for those cars first registered
abroad prior to them being registered in the UK.
DVLA information states that the relevantdate’is
shown on the Vehicle Registration Document,

Cars with “Q" plates will only become exempt after
having the “Q" plate for 25 years.

The DVLA is to send out automated refund forms
(Form V14/4) and will repay any refunds due (as per
normal on full months only) once these forms have
been filled in and returned to them. Owners should
not return but keep displaying their current tax discs
until their expiry date. When the usual reminder
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20 vear- New Tax Exemption Class

note is sent out owners will be able to obtain a “25
year” class “Nil” payable tax disc from their normal
licensing office to display on the vehicle. If owners
of qualifying cars have not heard by the end of
January 1996 they should contact their nearest
Vehicle Registration Office and apply for a refund
form V14 and take out a new licence in the “25
year” taxation class.

Not surprisingly, once a refund on any current disc
has been made the disc value becomes zero and has
no refund value to anyone who might buy the car
still displaying the disc prior to its end date.

Another piece of information comes from a letter
from Roche Bentley, chairman of the Association of
Classic Car Clubs. Following the budget he spoke to
Bob Oliver of the DVLA and-was told that the contin-
uous licensing.proposals are no more. Instead there
is'to be a small change to the existing VED system
where if someone is sent-a reminder to tax their car
{less than 25-years old) they either have to pay in the
normal way or make a declaration stating that the
vehicle is not to be used on the road. Thisis the
other way around to the current practise whereby
owners taxing a car following a period of non tax
payment have to state that the car hadn't been used
onthe road. Penalties will-apply for.non compli-
ance. A new pilot clamping scheme is also being
introduced for cars found on the road with any rele-
vant VED fee due not paid.

Well, | think that's just about it. No-doubt some fur-
ther guestions. will be raised but at this moment in
time the above is-the informaticn we have.

Although not everyone in the Club will benefit
immediately from the new taxation class the change
must be seert as good news for alf and for classic car
clubs in general,” Thanks are due all round toward
individuals who lobbied the DVLA and their MPs
regarding the continuous licensing / régistration pro-
posals; to bodies suchas the Federation of British
Historic Vehicle Clubs and the Association of Classic
Car Clubs beth of which the TSSC is a member; and
all those on the receiving end of the lobbying who
listened. Chief amongst these is Bob Oliver at the
DVLA who went to a lot of trouble in seeking out the
views of the classic car world and in putting forward
to the Clubs the rationale for all the proposed
changes.

Peter Williams, General Secretary.
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‘ecently | have

received a few

letters in regard
to the area behind
the seats in Spitfires.

In July Brett Dennis, the Spitfire
I,  and Il Register Secretary,
published an article showing
members how to convert this
area to a seat. It was very clever
and | know of at least one person
who has done it quite successful-
ly. However, there are legal
implications to this conversion
that must be borne in mind. We
should first consider a standard
Spitfire (or for that
matter any vehicle in
which extra seats
may be fitted); this is
a two seater car,
which means that the
area behind the seats
is for luggage. When
Triumph produced
the car, this was their
intention, no after
market rear seat was
ever offered as in the
GT6. The problems
encountered by fit-
ting extra seats are
not necessarily insurmountable
but we must consider one or two
points that may bring drivers and
owners into a conflict with the
law.

Firstly, the DVLA and your
Insurance Company must be
informed of the extra seats.
Legally a seat is eighteen inches
wide; so if your extra seat is 36
inches wide then it is two seats,
if it is 35 inches wide it is one
and if it is over 36 inches wide
(and under 54 inches wide -
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wide for a Spitfire) it is still two
seats. Your Insurance Company
may increase your premium, but
if you do not tell them you may
commit an offence of fraud and
not have Insurance cover in an
accident. The car will now in
effect become ‘non-standard’
for Insurance purposes.

So that’s the paperwork over, now
onto using the car. As | have
already said it was designed and
built as a two seater with a lug-
gage carrying capacity.

The suspension was built with a
maximum weight in mind. If this
weight is exceeded, by carrying
extra passengers with or without
luggage, then the vehicle may be
held to be in a dangerous condi-
tion under Section 100 Motor
Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations 1986. This is an
endorsable offence and treated
very seriously by the Courts. So
how do you know if the rear axle
is overweight? Well you don't, not
unless you know what the maxi-
mum permitted weight is and what
the actual weight of the rear axle

at that particular time is. Sounds
complicated doesn’t it? Well it is
really a deterrent to stop people
overloading vehicles, but believe
me Police Officers generally
have access to this information
and can require you to take the
vehicle to a weigh-
bridge. Remember
any one who is
‘using, causing or
permitting the vehi-
cle to be on a road’
in contravention
with this legislation
commits an

. offence. So if you
lend a vehicle to
some one who is
using it in contra-
vention of the faw,
you may be prose-
cuted as well.

So there you have it. There is no
problem fitting a rear seat to a
Spitfire as long as you tell every-
body. You may have problems
using it, but then again you may
not. My advice is, if you need
more seats buy a larger car, a
Vitesse for example.

If you have a query or topic on
Road Traffic Legislation why not
write to Mike Crewes, (12
Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot,
Berkshire SL5 8EN enclosing a
stamp addressed envelope.
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Happy New
Yezg'{!“./ ‘-
How time passes
. . . time warp
and all that . . .
(I'm writing th
_at the end
' nbe

Oh well, to continue,
we will start with this
New Years featured
Vitesses . . . the

first a 1969 Mkl
convertible, with
overdrive and only
76,000 miles on the
clock, owned by
Danny Worthington
(Horning) since May
1995. PDE 941G

was rebuilt about eight
years ago when it was
then resprayed in black
(originally yellow).

) for a few months while
¥ Danny who is in the RAF

Danny uses it regularly as
his main transport, and
comments that the Vitesse
is excellent and has been
perfect in the weather we
had this summer {1995). . .
it is now going into storage

completes a tour of duty in
the Falkland Islands . . .
he did say that hopefully
the sun will have returned
by the time he returns to
this country (sodo Ity . . .
Danny would appreciate
any of PDEs previous

history . . . soif any-
one knows anything? . . .
thanks.

looms (the relay controls the dip on the new lights, don’t ask me
how!) and fitting the bulbs to the units, all pretty straightforward
once you have tidied away all that spaghetti again!

Now for a few comments on the success of the conversion. I did
it in preparation for the Targa Rusticana night stage, and gathered
from the chap supplying rally plates etc, that the bulbs | had been
supplied with (55w) were little better than the originals in wattage
terms, so a pair of 100 watt bulbs for the main beams settled my
consternation at not having had much improvement on the old
set-up after spending £100 plus, by providing me with a real
flood of light beam.

| kept the outer lights at 55 watt for three reasons, a) | was on
a tight budget, b) according to my Triumph Workshop Manual
the dipped beam lights only illuminate the road and verges
immediately in front of the car when all four are on, so | don’t
miss out on much light ahead of me — where it matters at speed,
) as a courtesy to other road users dim dipped lights are bound

Another plea for information comes from our very own archivist
Mike Costigan . . . who would like to know if his old Mkl convertible
KVO 117E which he ran in the 70s, is still out there . . . someone
must know of her fate?

A question from myself now . . . | would like to gather as much
information that | can get on roll bars for our convertibles . . . types,
availability, prices, fitting problems, safety aspects etc . . . drop me
a line with your comments . . . thanks.

The second featured Vitesse is also a Mkll convertible, chassis
number HC55608CV, it’s finished in slate grey (red interior) registration
DJD 904H and from the 4th July 1995 it has belonged to Steve Otter
(Chesterfield), the mileage is thought to be around 60-70,000 original

. as is the paintwork . . . which after a few hours with T cut now
shines very well . . . Steve has replaced the propshaft UJs, a track rod
end, engine/gearbox, mounts, and the carpets . . . an MoT followed

to be less dazzling than bright dipped lights, and the standard
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with flying colours . . .

Steve would be delighted to
find out who the first / original
owner of DJD 904H was . . .
as an interesting point there was
a white Mkll convertible featured
in February 1993s Courier (page
14) with the registration number
DID 90TH! . . . (would be
nice to see them side by

sidel) . . .

Following now is a letter that
| received from Andrew Clark
(Bangor) with his experience /
comments on a Halogen
headlight conversion . . .
‘I bought a set of four (domed)
Lucas halogen headlights units
from Rimmer Brothers in August,
they came complete with a relay
which | have fitted on the slotted
triangular panel on the left-hand
side of the bulkhead, once | had
phoned Rimmers to get them
to identify the labels on the
relay terminals (they had been
obliterated by Lucas with some
thick black gunge), it was a
simple (but time consuming)
matter of following the kit
instructions, this basically
involved making up some
new wiring for the relay and
connecting that up, disabling
the dip cable in the outer light

dip is adequate when other traffic is about anyway, but this |
mean that when you are following another vehicle you can see by
its tail lights where the road is, and if there is an oncoming vehicle
it's (doubtless halogen), dipped lights will dazzle you and force you
to guess where the road is anyway!

In conclusion, if you do any night-time driving (including rallying)
a halogen conversion is worth it, in addition separate bulbs means no
throwing away of that sealed beam unit when it blows! . . . finally
the Lucas kit has identically shaped lenses to the originals, complete
with ‘LUCAS’ written on them — to satisfy purists, plus the rather
macho "HALOGEN’ on the middle ones . . .

Thanks for that Andrew . . . great to hear from other Vitesse owners
with their experiences . . . so we can all learn from them! . . .

Thanks also to Dave Harding . . . (Waterlooville} who wrote to say
that he used Cibie M4 units in his Vitesse prior to it being taken off the
road for a rebuild (back in 1981 . and still ongoing!). He points
out that these units are readily available from most of the larger

motorsport . . . mail order shops . . . (Demon Tweaks, Larkspeed,
Ripspeed etc . . .) and priced at around £18 each . . . bulbs are
extra . . . but Dave points out that you can obtain second hand ones

from your focal scrap yard for a fraction of the cost of new ones . . .

Continuing on with the fitting of body sections (started in
Decembers Register) . . . perhaps I should have started with the
scuttle (bulkhead) which is in fact the ‘key’ section . . . before
assembling body to chassis insulating pads are placed in position
over mounting points and are attached by an adhesive . . . the
scuttle is the key section. It is located to the frame with six bolts
(with close tolerance holes).

The rear assembly is placed on the chassis, at this stage the
twelve locating bolts are fitted finger-tight into the large tolerance
holes which give all round adjustment.
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. with his ‘better than new’ Mkl convertible
achieving third place in the Autoglym Finals
at the NEC Birmingham on 11-12th November
. . quite a mean feat considering it was
Hugh'’s first attempt . . . and there were only
5 points between the first and third cars . . .
(even greater things next year Hugh? . . .).

Thanks to Phil Wilson (13/60 Register
Secretary) . . . who actually admitted after
much previous derision . . . that my old
1954 typewriter does have a part to play in
this modern world! . . . (I celebrated by
buying the old girl a new ribbon .. .
all of £2.50) . . .

Next come the doors:- which
. once the doors have been
correctly hung to the scuttle,
the rear end can be positioned
to give a clearance of 3/16 inch
(4.8mm) between the door and
the ‘B’ post . . . all the rear
end mounting bolts can now be
tightened to their correct torque,
and the six hexagon spire bolts
locating the floor to scuttle and
frame my be tightened . . .

Sounds easy! . . . (see
illustrations) . . . the mounting
pads / sealing strips are available

separately or as part of a

A couple of points to complete

congratulations to Hugh Roberts

=

complete body mounting kit . . .

this first ‘Leap Year’ Register . . .

And finally . . . I'll leave you with a cartoon sent in by Paul Forman,
discovered in a period publication (1967, called . . . ‘How to be a
motorist and stay happy’ . . . amazingly | found a copy at a local
market . . . minefor50p . . . can’tbebad . . . but then life
never is when you drive a ‘VITESSE’ . . . thanks . . . take care . . .
cheers . . . &

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES

Crossways Garage, Loddon Road, Diighigham,
nr Bungay, Norfolk. NR35 2QY
NGILIA'S LEADING
For all your Triumph requirements including :
Body Panels - Mechanical Parts - Trim
Engine Reconditioning - Cars for Sale

Full Workshop Facilities, from minor work to full Rebuilds
OUR OPENING HOURS ARE:

Monday-Friday 9am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-3.00pm Sunday by Appt.
e, | AR R T O T 5 AT
AT T OUR PRICFES INCLUDFE VAT

As well as offering full workshop facilities and free technical advice.
We also now sell ESSO Petrol.

ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD

PE T R g - el TR N L Vo RS S S S PR e I T T

SWITCH

Need help fixing your Triumph?

We can fix dents,
- replace rusty panels,

- weld chassis sections,
- sort out MOT problems,
- repair suspension and mechanical faults,
- restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
- respray in original Triumph colours,
- and generally get your car looking
good and going well!

MW RESTORATIONS
SArFrRoN WALDON, C 017 99 54 1556)
Essex From a straight service to a full rebuild,

call Mike to discuss yo(ur car’s needs.
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have received
two ve
interesting
letters this month
both concerning
fibreglass panels.
The fg rst is from
Paul Fraser of
Andover, Hants.

I 'am enclosing a couple of
photographs of my ‘racing’ (sic)
Spitfire, as you suggested, which
together with a few observations
may add to the plastic bonnet
discussion in your column

My bonnet came from SpitBitz
as part of a cash/swap deal
against a new bonnet centre
panel. All I insisted on was
that the 2 headlamp covers or
lenses were included,

SIS B

IBREGLAS

 BONNEKTS

seemed to be the same (AS2/TFM6). Martin Robey (01203 386903),

the E type specialists, sell glasses etched with AS2 and 17Mé6 (they are
£62.50 each) and | am sure they must be the same thing. The mounting
blocks which take the strain of holding the fibre glass and fixing the
bonnet to the Spitfire 4/Mkll chassis brackets are cast aluminium —

a quality touch.

The arches
on my bonnet
have also got
aluminium
reinforcements
in the flared
wings. | have
added the
TRIUMPH
letters and badge
to the front of the
bonnet, not a

practice in the

60s as everyone
wanted to use stick-on number plates. Also fitted are the Le Mans -
maodification air intakes using the correct donor part (a Triumph 2000
Mkl grill) as described in Turning Circle 14 and Guy Singleton (Bonds)
from Wiltshire helped me solve the problem of what air intake fitment
was used for the rear slot in the bonnet — again it was into the Triumph
2000 parts bin for the Mkl front chrome bonnet embellisher. Last but
not least the front grill on JXE 591K came from a 1200 Herald.

So where are we? Page 38 of Courier 184 shows a bonnet with
what may be the original side/turn light moulding — | have converted by
bonnet ‘back in time’ to the separate ‘pimple’ lights. I also recommend
readers to look at page 110 of the july 1995 Classic Cars, if available,
which pictured club

which I thought
would be perspex.
On finding that they
were Triplex glass

I was both pleased
and aghast in case |
broke one, although
I noticed while
examining a jaguar E
type in the pub car
park that the serial
numbers on the glass

1 1

car MUL 468D at
the South of England
meeting at Leather-
head. Is this car also
shown on page 30
of Courier 1822 So is
my bonnet an Ashley?
I am left wondering
as my headlamp
pods are boxed in,
there are those flared
arches and the

ESF=E=T 1 COEddl =

side/turn light
moulding is the
later combined
unit. On the other
hand the lens fixing
points and bonnet
intake are evidence
that the Ashley
bonnet came

with those cast
aluminium chassis
mounting blocks
andswhat was the correct grill for an Ashley? Perhaps someone
can help.

Thank you for the letter Paul. In last month’s Courier in Reader’s
Restorations, Pete Osborne the owner of ‘Mavis’ the Ashley Spitfire
wants to know what car the rear window for the hard top came from.
Well, if the headlamp covers are E type Jaguar what are the chances
that the rear window is E Type FHC? Anybody own a Jag and a tape
measure? If it is the case it would be cheaper to buy a second hand
hard top.

The second letter is from Ivan Souverain, Bordeaux, France. This is
the car which | saw leaving the International Show as | was arriving.

| have received many enquiries about my Spitfire modified APAL GT
body, either from phone calls or by letters, especially one from Jim
Wood from Roxbury, U.S.A.

My car is based on a
Spitfire Mkil from 1966,
bought as a wreck in 1993.
At the beginning | had just
the bonnet, then I discovered
the fibre glass hard top in an
attic shop in Bordeaux (sold
for an Alpine spares hard
top). In fact, the hard top
and bonnet were designed
in 1965 by E. Perry from
Apal in Belgium. It was
ordered by the Triumph factory of Malines. At the time, the Apal GT
kit was for sale for a substantial 2500 FB.

A car was fitted with it the same vyear, first displayed in a Brussels
motor show, then in Paris and in Geneva. This kit was also produced
for Spitfire Mklll until 1969 when a fire accident destroyed completely
the Apal factory. Only 200 samples were made (hard top + bonnet).

The front valance and bumper need to be stripped out, as well as
the boot lid.

For the Spitfire Mklll, the soft top and frame need to be removed.
Apart from that | have light alloy Cromodora wheels and the alloy bell
housing fitted on the overdrive gearbox. The engine is standard, except
for a profiled camshaft, the Mklll conrods, the Herald 1200S head,

| the single Weber
carburettor, the oil
cooler, the 4:11.1
diff, the Koni shock
absorbers and the
uprated brakes etc.

The weight is
680kgs including
spare wheel and
45 litres of petrol.
Maximum speed
is 175km per hour at 6500 rpm.

Thank you for your letter lvan,
a very nice Spitfire indeed. Ivan
is researching the whereabouts of
all Le Mans, Rally Spitfire cars
and parts. | have a small piece
of information for you lvan.

The half miilion spectators at
the 1964 Le Mans event saw
three fastbacks start. David
Hobbs and Rob Slotemaker
brought theirs home 3rd in
class and 21st overall completing
271 laps for a distance of 2,271
miles. Top timed speed was
close to 137mph and lap
times were only a few
seconds slower than the TRs.

The other two team cars
did not fare so well, Mike
Rothschild and Jean-Louis
Marnat both crashed — readers
who remember the French
film ‘A Man and a Woman’
may be surprised to learn that
Rothschild’s actual crash was
used for the Le Mans sequence
in the film and that most of the
Triumph Team drivers and crew
are readily visible in the pre-race
shots used. Has anybody got a
copy of this film?

Bye for now.

P.S. All the letters and
information has been about
Ashley panels. How about
you Lenham Spitfire owners
out there. Who owns the
No.1 at the Headquarters.
Please drop me a line. %
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PARROTS GROVE, 421 ALDERMANS GREEN RoAD, COVEN

TeLEPHONE: (01203) 645333,

Ring now fora FREE copy of our BRAND NEW 1995, 96 page,
Tllustrated Technical Parts Catalogue

= John Kipping Triumph Spares , the largest supplier of parts for Club cars in the

world is now offering their New catalogue FREE OF CHARGE. This 96 page

edition covers all Club cars from 1959 to 1981 and contains

information not found in any workshop manual. Ring or Fax for your copy
now and have the benefits of over ten years experience

" FAX: (01203) 645030

— with Triumphs at your fingertips

NEW YEAR SPECIALS SEALED BEAM HEADLIGHTS-WITH
SPITFIRE Il LONG BRANCH MANIFOLD 60 WATT MAIN BEAMS ~ £6.50 EACH
STAINLESS STEEL £129

New LucAS coILS, MOSTVAPPLICATIONS GT6 ROTOFLEX REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS
STATE MODEL WHEN ORDERING £12.00 £35.00 PaR

PLUG LEAD SETS, ' IN ORIGINAL GREEN
4 CYLINDER £71.50
6 CYLINDER

4 cYLINDER CRANKSHAFTS (EXCHANGE)
WITH BEARING, FROM £65




—he idea of this article
_came from looking around
 Stafford last year, no less

than thirty caravans were on

the campsite and as you might
expect the tow cars were
‘almost all Euroboxes.

A
|

I'm sure that those folk who had
opted for the extra comfort that a
caravan offers do own club cars
which they would rather have been
driving, but understandably did not
think they would be man enough
for the job of dragging their home-
on-wheels along.

There was however, one
exception. A Vitesse Mkll VWK
550}, see picture towing an old
fashioned folding caravan of about
the same vintage as the car (this car
and caravan will feature in a
reader’s report later in the year) and
this got me to thinking.

Most people when thinking of a
tow car will have in mind a Volvo
or something similar, so is it really

i
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possible for our type of cars to
figure in our thinking as a safe
and effective caravan towcar.

To begin to address the subject,
some caravan endurance records
which might surprise you.

901 miles, 18 hrs 41 mins,
Silverstone 1974, Mini 1275GT,
1275cc / C1 Sprint 11ft 9in, average
speed 48.15mph, drivers: Michael
Bowler / David Spencer / Geoffrey
Betts / Vic Rylands.

1088 miles in 24hrs. Snetterton,
July 1961. BMC Mini, 848cc /
Sprite 400, 10ft, average speed
45.12mph, drivers: lan Mantle /
B.D.S. Ginn / Martin Lumby.

835.8 miles in 38hr 54mins,
London-Cardiff-Edinburgh-Belfast-
Dublin, June 1960, BMC Mini,
848cc / Sprite 400, 10ft, average
speed 29.46mph, drivers:
lan Mantle / G. Hoare.

Now which do you think would
make the better tow car? a 848cc
Mini or a 1998cc Vitesse / (don't
write in, it’s just for fun). The
obvious conclusion is that if you
can do it in a Mini perhaps you can
do itin a club car.

There are several factors to
consider when working out what
you can tow with your club car.

«full supply of fuel and water, and loose tools

The following will apply whether looking at a
Bond 2 Litre GT / caravan or a Herald 948 /
camping trailer.

KERBSIDE WEIGHT OF CAR.

Legislation defines kerb weight as the weight of
the car without driver or passenger but with a

and equipment with which the vehicle is
normally supplied.

Formura weignr.

The formula weight is merely a guide and
represents a sensible maximum for the delivered
weight of a caravan for the car, if a reasonable
performance is to be obtained. Current thinking
within the caravan industry is a straight 85% of
the kerbside weight.

The delivered weight is the weight of the caravan
as it comes from the factory and should always
be plated. A cautionary note here: Caravan
manufacturers have in the past been a little
conservative where these weights are
concerned. See part two next month.

MAKERS GROSS TOWING LIMIT (MGTL).

This shows the car manufacturers suggested
limit for the all-up weight their car should tow.
This means the caravan with all food, bedding,
clothes and equipment in it.

This is usually based on their ability to restart on a
12% gradient (1 in 8) and sustained towing without
straining the engine, clutch etc. It does not take into
account caravan stability. For instance Rover give
a towing limit of 78.5cwt for a Range Rover with
kerbside weight of 39.6cwt.

READ EXPLANATORY 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 [ 10 11 Automatic
NOTES FIRST transmissions
z = n
L = 5 -~ & s ~ I3 v IS
= T ® [ £ =3 » £
§ 8 8§ $3 &8 % § 0§ | .
f 878 § § % = Kl s 8, S3 2
« 55 S £ 5 s 3 3 i s %
g L83 3 o4 0Z §3 & &8 23 3
2 3fis; 2§ 0 3@ 03 oz i ois
£ 35s8& 2§ § 3% 2 & 2 g3 5%
TRIUMPH 2000 23.3 25.0 140 IC 44 1998 B84/5000 100/3000 4* 170 BW35 3 no yes
continued 2000 Estate 244 250 140 1C 39 1998 B4/5000 100/3000 4° 170 BWS35 3 no yes
GTé 180 150 84 (Tr 35 1998 €5 106/3000 4* 201 — —— -
2500TC 250 140 1 C 44 2408 99/4700 134/3000 4* 19.9 BW35 3 yes —
2500TC Estate 248 250 140 1C 30 2498 99/4700 134/3000 4* 19.9 BW35 3 yes -
2.5 P 240 250 140 1C 44 2498 120/5000 148, 4 258 BW3S 3 yes —
2.5 Pl Estate 25.0 250 140 IC 39 2498 120/5000 146, 4" 258 BWS35 3 yes -
TR6 215 200 112 IC 40 2498 125/5500 146/3500 4* 266 — ——
Stag 25.0 250 140 1C 41 2007 146/5700 167/3500 4* 250 BW35 3 yes —
TRIUMPH Toledo 17.0 150 84 C 34 1206 58/5500 68/3300 4* 165 — ——
15007C 18.7 150 84 C 39 1493 64/5000 78/3000 4* 169 BW65 3 no yes
Spitfire 1500 15.5 12.0 67 ITr 35 1493 71/3500 81/3000 4* 18.0 — ——
Dolomite 190 150 84 C 39 1E54 91/5200 105/3500 4= 180 BWES 3 no yes
Dolomite Sprint 19.0 150 84 C 39 1988 127/5700 122/4500 4° 180 BW65 3 yes —
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The previous table is a direct lift from
‘Caravan Factfinder’ 1975. Bearing in
mind the above, Triumphs mgtl would
be the same for the Vitesse and Bond
2 Litre GT as it is for the GT6 (MKIII
engine). Triumphs mgtl for the MkIV
Spitfire was curiously the same as that
for the Spitfire 1500 — 12cwt,

I do not have the mgtl for Spitfire
Mks I, Il & 11l or the Heralds. If
anybody else does, please let me
have them for inclusion in a future
edition or Tourer’s Talk.

MAKERS RECOMMENDED NOSE WEIGHT.

It is worth pointing out that in many
cases car manufacturers tend to be
ultra conservative in setting this
figure. In very many cases caravaners
exceed these figures, mostly
~ without any ill effects.

It is recognised that the rear

- suspension of a car can effect the
stability of the whole outfit in this
respect. Generally speaking, the stiffer
the better (I've heard that one before)
and conventional leaf springing is
considered best.

Max BHP ar RPM.

The maximum brake horsepower
at stated engine revolutions governs
in simple terms, the cars top speed.
To the towing man or girlie, high

.. bhp alone is unimportant.

Max Torque AT RPM.

Torque, or turning effort, governs,
again in simple terms, acceleration
and hill climbing. A car with plenty
of torque at the right engine speeds
has plenty of guts, slogging power.
Starting on a hill with a caravan
demands lots of torque at the lowest
possible engines speed. The ideal
towcar would produce max torque
at something like 2000rpm. The two
. featured tow cars next month, Mkl
GT6 and Spitfire 1500 produce 1171b
ft at 3000rpm and 82Ib ft at 3000rpm,
perhaps not ideal but very acceptable
- especially for sports cars.

K > O

An example of using the above would be, for
instance, take one Mkl 2L Vitesse — kerbside
weight = 2044 Ibs = Formula weight = 1737Ibs /
15.5cwt — refer to mgtl (15cwt) take lower figure
of 15cwt and refer to mrn = 8411Ibs (both mgtl
and mrn taken from the nearest available
equivalent figures of GT6). Caravans then that
can be towed with this car will not exceed a
total weight of 15cwt with maximum nose-
weight of 84Ibs.

If formula and mgtl are different always take
the lower figure. Most caravans will have a
plated delivered ex works weight together
with a maximum gross weight, to err on the
side of caution use the mgw in place of the
delivered weight.

Cars which [ believe to be suitable for the towing
of caravans are all the GT6 and Vitesse models,
Bond 2L models and Spitfire 1500. | personally
cannot see how the Spitfire MkIV is able to tow
as much as the 1500 regardless of the figures
released by Triumph at the time as the max
torque at rpm was only 691b ft at 3500rpm,
quite a lot less than the 1500.

Make no mistake, all our club cars will tow,
but the last thing to consider of course is what is
available in the way of caravans. The answer is
lots and lots, the best bet is something produced
during the mid to late eighties as it was during
this period that the caravan manufacturer used the
lightest materials available without bringing up the
weight with loads of goodies, except in the top of
the range models. New caravans all seem to come
fitted with these bits and pieces thus bringing the
weight up more.

Of the said lots and lots that is to say lots that can
be towed by the cars | have mentioned. But nothing
really suitable for early Spits or Heralds. Specials
are a bit of an unknown quantity.

That then is the theory. Next month in part
two of ‘Club Cars Towing Caravans' it is put into
practice with a report on test tows by a GT6 Il
and a Spitfire 1500. We are talking proper grown
up four berth caravans here, right up to the towing
limits of the cars. Stand by.

Please send all articles (with photos if possible)
and letters enclosing SAE to:

Rick Robarts,
55 Sherbourne Road, Cressex, High Wycombe,
Bucks. HP12 3NQ. %

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

Book your place now
for your 1996 restoration where
you can save money and assist in
your own repats.
You use our workshop to carry out
certain aspects of the job.
Please ring for details.

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR
MODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.
HOODS SUPPLIED AND
FITTED. IN FACT ANY
TYPE OF WORK ON YOUR
TRIUMPH. RING US NOW
FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTOMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS
MOUNTED.

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS

CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0181 - 994 - 3395

FAX: 0181 - 995 - 7599

We are an established company with many years experience on all

Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation

whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate to
call us for a quote or just advice on a problem or winter storage.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER
FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL WORK

AMEX/ DINERS ACCEPTED

CARS FOR SALE
Full Race Spitfire
All Fibreglass panels
Full Interior Cage
Close Ratio Gearbox
Limited Slip Diff
Twin 45°s on Full Race
Engine. Etc, Etc.
Phone for Full Spec.

Bond Equipe, G Reg, MoT.
Ring for Details
Herald Convertibles,
1200 & 1360
Built to your own
Specifications

LOOK!

Set of Four
Original Le Mans Wheels
Serious Offers
Only Please

4
Federation

VISA
s

Also workshop seminars coming up.
Learn all about your car
and its needs.

Phone now to hook your space in
December/January

STEERING WHEELS
RE- COVERED IN
LEATHER TO
ORIGINAL
SPECIFICATION

£50 + VAT

FOLDING FABRIC SUN ROOFS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED MOST
CLUB CARS.

\10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4 /
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know the

puzzle in last

month’s magazine
will have kept you
busy for a little
while since a typo-
graphical error
crept into the list
of words to be
found, the last
one should have
been TRIUMPH
(singular). | haven't
provided a solution

By the time you are reading
this it is either 1996 or very
nearly so. It promises to be a
year of great changes in many
ways. Since all Bond Equipes
were manufactured over 25
years ago, the announcement
that cars over 25 years old will
be exempt from Road Tax is
good news for most Equipe
owners, unfortunately there are
a handful of cars which were
first registered quite a while later.
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| Patrick Rinderknecht’s car at the Schumlf Motor Museum.

windows were available, how
many of you would want one?

BRUCE FPILL.LBROUGH

A Club member who was in France and visited the
Schumlf Motor Museum kindly wrote to me to say they
had seen two very tidy Bond Equipes there. They were
amongst a number of classic cars, most of which
appeared to be from Switzerland. Those of you who
have read the Equipe section of the magazine may
recognise one of the cars seen and photographed

«there, as Patrick Rinderknecht’s very smart 2 Litre

GT MklL | don’t know who the other car belongs to,
but it looks like another Swiss car. Perhaps Equipes
should have a warning attached to them stating ‘Do
not buy a Bond Equipe unless you want to be noticed
and recognised in public, and are prepared to have
crowds of people surrounding your car wondering
which of the Italian exotic car manufacturers made
it’, or is that just a little over the top?

There are some things in life you can rely on
completely such as:-

(a) If you are part way through making the sandwiches
for your lunch and you leave the kitchen for more than
30 seconds, when you return they will have disappeared
and the dog will have a contented look (almost a grin)
on its face. At least that's what happens in my house.

(b) If you are in the Lake District, if you can see the hills
it's going to rain and if you can’t see the hills, it is raining!

There are major changes at work
for me, but for some reason my
colleagues have banned any (non-
functional) Bond Equipes of part
thereof from our new premises (a
pity because | could have moved
some parts there, it would have
made more room so | could have
bought another . . . .). Whoops, |
nearly had another serious attack
of Equipitus then.

| have just been notified of a
quantity of Equipe 2 Litre rear
windows, | don’t know if they
are heated or plain or if there is a
mixture of the two types, but when
| find out I'll let you know. This
does however raise a problem.
They must be bought, they cannot
be allowed to either disappear or
end up smashed, but they will
take quite a lot of storage space
and the cost of buying them may
be considerable. If these rear

And much more
to the point:
(¢) Any mild steel
parts bonded into
fibreglass (with
some of the steel
protruding) are
going to be the
subject of water
or damp ingress
and will rust.

Now we all know
that non-structural
rust is not normally
that big of a problem,
just cut it out and
replace the metal,
but if the rusting is
taking place within
glass fibre, it can
create additional
problems. As steel
. corrodes it ‘grows’

L and when this
happens with
a component

embedded in




fibreglass, it can cause the
fibreglass to distort locally.
One such problem area of the
Equipes is the bonnet support
bracket (towards the rear edge
of the bonnet above the bonnet
catches), this bracket locates
the rear of the bonnet on

the ‘stop cone’. There

are a number of possible
solutions, here are some:-

Cut out the mild steel brackets
from behind and:-

1) replace them with new mild
steel items.

1a) If caught very early, the
fibreglass may recover its
original shape.

1b) If the local distortion of

the fibreglass does not disappear
after the removal of the corroded
brackets (which in this case
would be more rust than steel),
a certain amount of re-
construction of the fibreglass
will be necessary. If you try to
remove just the ‘high spots’ you
will cut through the gel coat to
the fibreglass matting and it’s
not likely that you'll make a
(long-term) satisfactory job of it.

1¢) Bear in mind that it the
brackets are painted, this will
prevent proper bonding of the
fibreglass to the steel. If
untreated, the corrosion WILL
start again, but if you carefully
seal the join between the
fibreglass and the mild steel
using a flexible sealant then
paint them, you will give your
new mild steel brackets the
best chance of survival.

2) Replace the mild steel
brackets with new brackets
made from another, less
corrosion prone material.

2a) | wouldn’t recommend
aluminium for this application,
simply due to the required
thickness of this material.

€ —

2b) Stainless steel is considerably more expensive

than steel to buy and much more difficult to work

with. There are also problems regarding the bonding

of fibreglass to this material. Basically fibreglass won't
stick well to stainless steel in normal circumstances.
This, together with the aforementioned cost aspect is
probably one of the reasons the brackets weren’t made
of stainless steel in the first place. Perhaps the corrosion
of fibreglass embedded protruding mild steel parts was
never even considered in the 1960s. If stainless steel is
bead blasted, fibreglass will bond successfully, but don’t
leave it too long between bead blasting and bonding.

2¢) | can’t comment on the suitability of other, more
exotic and modern materials such at Titanium (very
expensive). This material is very strong and highly
resistant to corrosion/ deterioration in adverse
conditions, but | am unsure of its properties
regarding adhesion to fibreglass.

2d) Note, 1a and 1b also apply to this solution. :

3) Devise a shape for a fibreglass addition to the
bonnet moulding incorporating the location for the
bonnet ‘stop cone’.

3a) No corrosion or bonding problems with this
solution, but it has its own problems. Here you would
have a hard rubber cone locating on a conical hole in
fibreglass, with force acting along the centre axis of the
hole (due to the force exerted by the bonnet catch) and
radially round the hole, but predominantly in the fore-
aft direction (due to general vibration and the effects of
wind resistance on the front of the bonnet). Some clever
design would be needed to overcome these problems if
the finished article was to survive without failure due
to the stresses involved.

3b) Note, Ta and 1b also apply to this solution.

If you can think of any other solutions to this problem,
or have encountered other problems unique to the
Equipes and have found a solution, please contact me.
I’'m sure it will be of interest to other Equipe owners.
What's more (since Equipe owners often have to be
rather resourceful and inventive in solving problems
with their cars) if you have any solutions to more
general Triumph based problems, let’s hear about
those as well.

Have you got an Equipe 2 Litre that leaks water
through the rear quarter lights and makes your
carpets soggy?

Details of one of the solutions in a future article. #

CHEAPER

—

HERALD -

E ARE EAST ANGLIA
SECOND HAND TRIUMPH

QUALITY SPARES IN

TRGB

S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF NEW AND
SPARES (WE DON'T JUST CLAIM TO BE)

BELOW IS A SAMPLE SELECTION OF OUR STOCK.
VITESSE -

GT6 -

SPITFIRE

EAST ANGLIA

01487
842168

Fax 740274

SPARES.

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING

Front wheel bearing set, state model............... £10.41
Track rod end. £7.05

Solid rack mount kit..... £18.74
STANPART trunnlon £14.04

£11.69
£11.69
£3.51

. £46.94
£8.16

£21.09
.. £35.19

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)
Rear leaf spring, Spit MK, II, I,GT6 MK......... £49.95
Rear leaf spring, Spit MkIV/1500,GT6Mk Il. £69.31
Rear shock absorber, state model £15.21
Rear trunnion bush kit, per side... £3.51
Rear bearing kit
(bearings, seals, hub nut and gaske).............. £13.51
Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (SHORT)........ £64.62

Front spring, standard OR uprated
Top ball joint, all models....

Front Trunnion kit, all model
Front vertical link, state model
Anti roll bar links, .
Front shock absorbers s?ate model
Steering rack,exchange

Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (LONG).............. £58.75
ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION
214623 Inner Driveshaft £88,12

152273 Rotoflex Coupling.
149051 Rear Hub.....
212867 Inner Flange.

214514 Outer Flange...

Rear Bearing Kit.... A
149769 or 149770 Wlshbon £24.95
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Link... £41.12
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket. £11.69
Complete Bolt/ Bush Kit ... £23.44
68939A Spring Eye Bush . £323

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE ON THE ABOVE
ROTOFLEX PARTS FROM ANY OTHER TRADER.

YOU WONT BUY CHEAPER!!IIIIN

MECHANICAL & BRAKES
Fully reconditioned Engine, high spec
any Herald or Spitfire..... - £468.82
Gearbox fully reoondmoned exohange £164.50
Differerential, full recon, exchange £176.25
Front brake pads, type 12 calliper. £5.86

Front brake pads, other models from. £8.16
Brake discs, Her/Spit.................c........ £14.04
Brake discs, Vit/ GT6 £16.39

£44.65
. £7.95

Herald/ Spitfire clutch kit, 1300 NEW,
Brake shoes Vit/GT6.

.. £25.85

Brake drums, all models from.
Copper brake pipe kits from.
Rear wheel cylinder, Her/Spit.
Rear wheel cylinder, 1500 / GT6..
Silicone brake fluid, 1 litre...
Decoke Sets from......
Bottom End Sets, all at
Fuel Pumps from ......

BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available. Before
you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us for an honest
opinion of what does and does not fitl Remember we fit our own
panels in our workshop!

Spit/GT6 outer sill... £2344
Spit/ GT6 quarter v. # £23.44
Spit/ GT6 quarter valanoe steel £46.41
Spit/GT6 floor pan...... £44.59
Spit/ GT6 Front Floor. £17.56
Spit/GT6 Rear Flool £23.44
Spit/GT6 Door Skin. £20,56
Spit/GT6 Front Wing B. £23.44
Herald 13/60 LH Front Wing £67.56
Herald 13/60 RH Front Wing £67.56
Rear Valance MklV / 1500

Rear Valance Spit |, II, Il ...

RUST FREE BODY PANELS FROM
CALIFORNIA (SECOND HAND)

Spitfire hood frames..
Herald hood frames...
Spitfire MkIl/Ill boot lids
Spitfire MkIV/1500 front bumper:
Spitfire MkIV/1500 rear bumpers
Spitfire MkIV/1500 rear lights
Spitfire MkIV/1500 quarter valances
Herald doors, few only.............cccouuen. £117.50
GTB6 rear hatches... £88.12
Spitfire body tub (MkIV/1500)perfect.. £1399.00
Spitfire doors, all types.. £88.12
MkIV bootlids... £88.12
MkIIl bonnets... £440.00
MkIV/1500 bonnets £346.62

£88.12
£88.12
£99.87
£88.12
£88.12
£15.00
£34.66

NEW MkIV/1500 bonnet, damaged“.: £346.62
Screen frames Spitfire Mk, |1, Il
GT6 MK, 1. £99.87

SOME OF THE ABOVE PANELS HAVE SOME
DAMAGE AND WILL BE SOLD UP TO 40% OFF!!!!!

RADIATORS AND COOLING

Full width high cooling specification,
Spitfire. .. £99.87
Standard Herald and Spitfire ex..... £76.37

4 row, high spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
no Kenlowe required, ex..
Kenlowe fan kit for the po

RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS
Windscreen seal, Herald/Vitesse.. £18.80
Rear screen seal, Herald/Vitesse... £25.85
Outer door glass seal, all cars.... £5.81
Inner door glass strip. 5

Boot seals from onl;
‘T’ pedal rubbers
Herald rubber bumper set (6 parfs

£2,
£99.87
EXHAUST SYSTEMS (MILD STEEL)

Mild steel Herald down pipe from.. £17.62

Herald rear box, all models............ £23.44

Spitfire rear box, mild steel, MkIV/1500 £42.24

ALL OTHER PARTS STOCKED INCLUDING ALL
VITESSE AND GT6 SYSTEMS

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)
Spitfire Mkl, Il without front pipe...  £89.99
Spitfire Ml full system................

Spitfire MkIV complete system......
Spitfire 1500 complete system.
Extractor manifold, 1500.......
Twin pipe system for above..

INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS

Wool mix carpet sets, beautiful quality with
fully bound edges, choice of colours

Spitfire MkI-IV... £69.95
Spitfire 1500. £69.95
Herald/Vitesse.. £82.19
GT8, state model. £93.94
Spnﬂre door panels, p £42.24
Seat cover kit, Splt‘flre £105.69
Roll of underfelt... £11.69
Boot mat, Spitfire. £11.16
Boot mat, Herald/Vitess: £23.44
Spitfire spare wheel cover. £18.74
Pre-cut underfelt kit........... £23.44
Herald or Vitesse seat covers.. £140.94
Gearbox tunnels, fibreglass, all at. £23.44
HOODS AND TONNEAUS

Standard PVC hoods, all at.......... £82.19
Vynide hoods, all at. . £93.94
Tonneau covers.. £57.51
Double duck hoods.. £129.95

HIGH SPECIFICATION ROLL-OVER BARS
HIGH SPEC. ROLL OVER BARS FOR SPITFIRES,
HERALD AND VITESSE. ALL ONE PRICE _£49.95
ALL COME COMPLETE IN BLACK PRIMER WITH

ALL FITTINGS.

Full workshop facilities at only £16 an hour (+VAT)

[ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT]

OUR CARRIAGE IS CHEAPER TOO!
3 DAY (B0KG!) FROM ONLY £5.87

Prices subject to change without notice.
You must mention this advert to obtain these prices. TRGB Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial
Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.

DO YOU HAVE OUR NEW CATALOGUE?
IT’'S FREE JUST PHONE OR FAX.




“SOMETHING

22"  FOR THE

L[ WEEKEND?”
| THAT'S NOT OUR POLICY

DAILY USER MODERN CAR
8 MOTORCYCLE DIRECT LINE
INSURANCE FOR TSSC MEMBERS

If you use your Modern car or Motorcycle for more than just
the occasional Sunday drive, talk to Footman James & Company
Limited, about their Daily User Direct Line Insurance policies.

Footman James Daily User Direct Line can now provide
the best quotes available for your car and your
requirements from over 100 leading insurers.

if you drive to work or use your car for business
as well as pleasure it is important fo obtain the best
possible legal cover at the most competitive premium.

Policies are available for business, commuting or
pleasure driving any modern car or motorcycle.
If you wish to insure a classic TSSC car with
Agreed Value and Limited Mileage speak to
Footman James TSSC Desk on: 0121 561 6262

QLC DAILY USER gm@ :

for Over a Decade

TEL: 0121 561 6262
FAX: 0121 559 0814

| Footman James & Co. Lid.
Waterfall Lane, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 6PU.

>

AUSTRALIA! No, that is not a
appy New misprint. I'm only repeating
Year to one what is in the letter. When first

Jand all. 'm
writing this on the

purchased the car is said to have
been a dog (Fig.1) but after a

: rebuild and replacement of the
day that dear OId engine, gearbox and other running
Ken C‘ﬂfkﬂ, bless gear with the items from Alan’s

his little red box,
announced the
abolition of road

wrecked 1500 Spitfire, ‘HE' is
now in everyday service again.
I say ‘HE' because the car

tax on cars over

apparently is living and breathing
and called ‘Berty’. The second
shot shows ‘Berty’ 3000m up in
the Austrian Alps in September
95. Most impressive. Karen is
particularly pleased because she
sold ‘that horrible Astra’ once
Berty was back on the road.

I recently received this
tantalising photo (Fig.2) of
Joachim Moller’s 13/60 (first
reported in the December
1993 issue) which is gradually
taking shape in Mannheim,
Deutschland. The car was

25 years old.

Being a bit of an
old sceptic, | await
the sting in the

tail but it's a very
welcome Christmas
present anyway.

Fig.2 On top of the world.

This month’s featured car is
one of the most well travelled
Heralds I have come across. It
is also the 5th newest 13/60 that |
know about carrying commission
number GE83221CV. It belongs
to Karen and Alan Davies from
Swindon who bought it in June
1994. it had experienced a
period of disuse having been
on several months holiday to

I ""WIL _ L _ S o4




originally a UK RHD
saloon that had had a
pretty poor convertible
conversion done on

it. Joachim has spent
many hours on the car
since then and all his
efforts are bearing fruit.
When on holiday here
in 1994 and 1995 he
bought a large number
of spares at Stafford and
other places, even
relieving me of a few
items, because of the
difficulty and cost of
getting them to Germany.
Hopefully, he will get
the car through the
tough TUV test quite
soon and [ hope to have

aride in it if | can get
over there this year.

affect fuel consumption.

Some cars have a wire gauze
filter element which, according
to the hand-book, should be
washed in petrol and then lightly
oiled every 6000 miles. If you
don’t fancy using petrol, it may
be just as good and a lot safer

to soak it in a degreaser such as
Jizer or Gunk for half an hour or
so and then wash it through
with a jet of water. Dry it
thoroughty before re-oiling.
Replacement is the reverse
of removal, while taking
care not to over-tighten the
bolts, but there are a couple
of other things you can do
before this final step. (Fig.4)

simply by undoing the two bolts
that pass through the centre,
taking care to catch the gasket
that seals the join with the
carburettor. Prise the two halves
apart using a screwdriver. At the
6,000 mile interval, the element
should be removed, inspected
and given a bit of a clean by
giving the outer folds a going

Now to continue the epic.
Since we've got the bonnet
open having done the oil and
water changes, we may as
well deal with some of the
other details in that area. | will,
however, leave the major aspects
of tuning until another time.

Fig.4 Air cleaner components.

Check the accelerator
and choke cables are in
good order, particularly the
former which tends to get
a bit frayed at the end. If it
gets too bad, you will find
that the throttle operation
becomes sticky. If you are
experiencing this anyway,
just fit a new cable. You'll
be amazed at the difference it
can make. With the choke, make
sure that the operating cam on
the side of the carburettor is at
the end of its travel when the

The air filter, as explained in
the October article, should be
replaced at least every 12,000
miles (20,000km) under normal
conditions. It is removed quite

&

over with an air line, if available,
or a small brush. If, however, the
element is particularly dirty, then
it should be replaced anyway
because it will very soon adversely

the two master cylinders
that reside on the bulk-
head. The one nearest
you, whi¢h on the 13/60
should be larger than
the other, is for

the braking system,

the smaller one being

for the clutch. When

Fig.5 Carburettor showing
choke in off position.

the 13/60 was built,

it was usually fitted
with a translucent
plastic reservoir
extension on the
brake master cylinder
to give the increase in
capacity necessary for
the disc brakes. It was
a bit of a bodge, to
say the least, and was
prone to leaking at the
join. As cylinders have
been changed over the
years they have usually
been swapped for
whatever was the
recommended
replacement at the
time which usually
involved a larger one-

choke control is fully in. Ideally,
the control should come to rest
before it can get completely
flush to the dashboard to ensure
that the cam can operate fully,
ie, when the choke is in, there
should be a small gap between
the control and the dash. If this
is not so, undo the clamping
screw on the carburettor enough
to release the cable, then pull
out the choke control, so that
there is a gap of about 1/8 inch
to 1/4 inch (3 to 6mm) between
the control and the dashboard.
Then, holding the cam so that

it is fully home, retighten the
clamping screw and re-check
its position. The last thing to do
in this area is to lightly lubricate
the various springs, cams and
spindles on the carburettor
using engine oil. (Fig.5)

While still on the right hand
side of the car, you should check

piece reservoir either
of metal or plastic.
So long as it has

Mostly this will be the regular
mineral based fluid found in your
local accessory shop which will
be marked DOT 4 and / or SAE
J1703. Many classics have been
converted to using silicone fluid
which is DOT 5 /1504925 spec.
ON NO ACCOUNT SHOULD
THE TWO TYPES BE MIXED.
There is a simple test if you are
uncertain which type of fluid
you have. Remove a small
sample of the old fluid using a
pipette, syringe or even a small
spoon and tip it in to an old but
clean jar. Then add a small
amount of water. If the fluid

is of the standard DOT 4 variety,
it will immediately go cloudy
because this type absorbs water
- one of its main failings. If the
water and the fluid do not mix
at all, then you have DOT 5
silicone fluid. (Fig.6)

The other thing to watch out
for when topping up with DOT
4 is not to spill any on your nice
paintwork because its other main
property is that it's quite an
effective paint stripper. If you do
spill any, wash it off with water

the necessary
5/8 inch bore, it
does not matter
which type you
have. To check
the level,
unscrew the
tops of the
reservoirs and
check that the
fluid level
coincides with
the level mark
on the outside.
This is usually
around 1/4 inch
(6mm) or so
down from the
top. If topping
up is required,
you must use
the same type
of fluid that is
already in use.




double quick or sooner. DOT 5
is quite safe in this respect.

While on the subject of brakes
and carburettors, check all the
brake pipes and fuel lines in the
engine compartment for any
signs of leak. Faults on either
system should be corrected
immediately. Pay particular
attention to the rubber flexibile
hoses that run to the two brake
disc calipers for any signs of
cracking or ballooning. If
ballooning is occurring, even
if there are no signs of leaks,
do not drive the car until it has
been fixed because failure will
be sudden and catastrophic.
Check the flexible fuel line
connectors which, on the
Herald, will be found on the
front of the carburettor where
the fuel feed pipe comes in and
on the input to the fuel pump
which you will find on the left
hand side of the engine, low
down at the rear. Again, replace
either if dubious with lengths of
1/4 inch bore flexible pipe which
must be of the type especially
formulated for use with petrol.
Use of the wrong type of rubber
will lead to premature failure.

&

It is worth fitting new jubilee clips
at the same time.

Next you should check the
condition and tightness of the
fan belt. To check the belt, it is
best to remove it by slackening off
the dynamo hinge bolts which will
be found underneath the dynamo.
Then slacken the two bolts on the
adjuster, one of which is on the
water pump body and the other
on the top of the dynamo. Slide
the dynamo fully towards the
engine at which point you should
be able to remove the belt. To
check it, turn it inside out and
then look for splits by working it
through your fingers. Replace it
if there are any splits. Refit the
belt on the pulleys then pull the
dynamo away from the block
to tension it. Tighten the upper
dynamo bolt first to set the
position then check that the
longest run of the belt, between
the crankshaft and the dynamo,
can be moved sideways between
3/4 inch and 1 inch 20mm to
25mm). If it is too loose or too
tight, then readjust it. Once this is
OK, retighten the remaining bolts.
If you have fitted a new belt, it
should be rechecked after a few

days use because it will probably
have become a bit slack. (Fig.7)

The dynamo needs to be treated
with a little bit of oil after all its
hard work. Squirt a few drops
into the rear bearing through
the little hole in the centre.

Two items remain to be looked
at, one being the battery which
should be checked for the
physical condition of the
connections and the tightness
of the mounting clamp. The
terminals should be clean and
the connections tight to aid
maximum current delivery to
the starter motor. Also check
the level of the electrolyte in
the cells. In general, this means
that the fluid should just cover
the plates, but some batteries
have a level marker on the
outside of a translucent case
to use as a guide. Topping up
should be done with distilled
or de-ionised water. Finally,
check and top up the wind-
screen washer bottle.

Next month, I'll cover the
servicing of the steering and
suspension. | bet you can't wait! #

his month’s photo is sent in by Wolfram
Halupka fro m Braunschweig in Germany and features his late
model Spitfire 1500.

Wolfram bought the car in 1993 and has had a great deal of fun with it since then, travelling around
Switzerland in her this year on holiday.

PIOTO QLI

Entering into the festive spirit and almost tradition-

ally now, we have a photo quiz for you this month.
All the photos are from a Spitfire 1V/1500. Answers
to the Club Office by 10th JANUARY 1996 and the
winner will be announced in the February issue, he
or she receiving Club Offers vouchers to the value

of £25. Best of luck and have a Happy New Year.
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s it was only
Kesterday J
aven’t got

any details but
they should all be
public by the time
you read this. |
was surprised at
the figure of only
150,000 cars over
25 years old in use,
no wonder they
want to sort out
their computer
system to free up
all the valuable
old numbers!

I 'was unable to listen into
the broadcast live, just as well
as it wasn't reported on the
News and there wasn’t much
in the next days papers. In
some ways this is a concern,
what if the Chancellor had also
said ‘and all cars over 25 years
old will be limited to a maximum
of 1000 miles a year, or all cars
over 25 years old must be fitted
with catalytic converters!
We will have to watch out
for continuing legislation
very carefully!

(x00D NEWS ON THE

BUDGET!

New legislation like this is
continuing to cause me problems
with boat licensing, more details
next time.

There is a bit of a glut of good
Amphicars for sale at the moment.
2 cars are for sale, one in the south
and one in the east. Each is priced
at just under £10,000. Both of
these cars are bright red, right
hand drive and in excellent
condition and ready for use.

Give me a call if you are seriously
interested and I'll put you in touch
with the owners. Probably the
best areas to own an Amphicar
are the Lake District (Keswick)
and anywhere north of Glasgow,
lots of good accessible water

to explore!

A FEW WORDS
ABOUT SEATBELTS.

As some of you may know,
I became a dad on the 11th
August. As George is our first
child he has the back seat of the
Amphicar to himself, we found
that a travel cot (or the cot part
of his pram) fitted snugly on the
seat, we found a cot harness
(from Toys R Us) that fits around
him like a lifejacket and attaches
to D rings on the inside of the
cot. We then used adjustable
webbing straps between mooring
cleats on the rear deck and the
underside of the front seat to
hold the cot in place.

Once he has grown out of the
cot things get difficult as I can




Superior Quality

CAR HOODS & CARPETS

SAVE £££'s
BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY!

Buy direct from the factory that manufactures
replacement hoods for most British and European
Sports cars. Prestige Car Hoods are made to very
exacting factory standards, and are guaranteed to fit
precisely.

Fasteners

Industry standard sum Hduty:  Original Duck Mohair
U.V. Stabilized Spitfire Mk.1-3 £64.95 £79.95 £124.95 £180.95
windows Spitfire MK.3-4 zip  £69.95 £89.95 £139.95 £194.95

Herald/Vitesse £64.95 £89.95 £139.95 £194.95

DIY fitting
instructions
supplied
Contrasting
Piping available

Tonneau covers from £59.95, Hood covers from £45.95
avy Duty quality P’ Original™ is Original Quality Material.
Mohair is the finest quality canvas
hooding available.

Whole interior,

All prioesT tailored to fit
include VAT. LUXURY CARPET SETS precisely
Carriage extra

Standard carpets available in black only. Deluxe available in
8 colours. Sound deadening kit is 1/2" thick, self adhesive

SEAT COVERS & TRIM KITS 1 felt, designed to fit under our carpets to reduce interior noise
levels and help reduce wear and tear to the carpet set.
§ Trim Panel Sound
Vinyl Leather Kit g Standard Deluxe Deadening

Spitfire Mk.IV £84.95 £191.95  £79.95 1,4/ All Spitfires £62.95  £77.95  £39.95 I l-::rliil‘\)\l?:n

. . o Herald/Vitesse £42.95 £62.95 £29.95 5. o

4 9. y ase I
Door trim panels £39.95 pair, W/arch panels £19.95 pair, GT6 178105 £99.95  £49.95 purchased with

Rear panel £29.95

carpel set

Trade enquiries welcome

and | initially wasn't going to
bother with anything for the
Amphicar given the limited

section cross member that goes
between the wheel arches above
the transmission.

find no way to fit a rear facing
child seat in the rear of the
Amphicar so he will have to

OUT EUROPE 14 DAY MONEY BACK
Tel: (0151) 608 8683 Fax: (0151) 608 0439 GUARANTEE IF NOT

We accept Visa, Master card and American Express. COMBLETELY:

SATISFIED

sit in the front with me and
my wife sit in the back.

Once George is about 20lbs
in weight he is big enough for a
forward facing child seat. | have
found that some of these things
can be fitted
using a lap
seat belt of
the type
fitted to the
centre seat
on newer
cars. Next
job over the
winter is to fit
2 lap belts
(bought from
the TSSC club
shop), one side
is easy, it
attaches to the
panel at the side
that the hood
folds into, the centre is more
difficult. I have made a long
bracket that goes between the
base and the back of the seat
and attaches to the square

>

I have not bothered with one of
the old style direct mounting child
seats, too many holes to drill and
not easy to remove if you have
adult passengers

| have

found a life-jacket small
enough for George to wear
when we are boating.

I know that as children most of us
were happily carried in motor cars
without any form of safety restraint

number of miles | do each
year but social pressures have
made that approach just about
impossible. A sign of this is that
you are not even
allowed to check
out of our local
maternity hospital
unless you have
a child seat for
the car!

AND FINALLY,

a couple of

holiday snaps,

the first is as
we got ready
to go boating
in the Lake
District in

April 95,

the second is from May

94 and is of a car park only

accessible to Amphibians on

an island in the German River

Rhine, the picture shows an

American WW2 DUKW

(mother duck) and 33

Amphicars including mine

(the ducklings!). #

PRESTIGE AUTO TRIM PRODUCTS LTD
3 Prenton Way, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside, L43 3DU

TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP [ 5= T
ORIGINAL BRAND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS 01858 434424
| Parts Catalogues Workshop Manuals Handbooks General
Herald 1200 (all models) £19.95 | | Herald 1200 £24.95 | | Herald 1200/12/50 £5.50 i
Herald 13/60 £18.95 | | Herald 13/60 £24,95 | | Herald 13/60 £5.50 H;T‘;r#_gs wgz_z(sﬂop MANUALS
Vitesse 1600/2 Ltr MkI £19.95 Herald (all models) German  £32.95 Vitesse '6' £550 | | MODEL) £189%
Vitesse 2Lr Mk I £18.95 | | Viesse & £24.95 | | Vitesse Mk| £5.50 | | SU Carburettors E14.95
GT6 Mk | & Mk I £19.95 | | Vitesse 2 Mk I/l £24.95 | | Vitesse I €550 | | Stromberg Carburetiors £14.95
GT6 Mk Il £18.95 | | Vilesse/GT6 (all models) German ~ £33.95 | | GT6 Mk | £5.50 | | Weber Carburetiors £14.95
Spitfire 4/Mk |1 £19.95 | | GT6 Mk /Il £2495 | | GT6 MK Il £5.50 ‘ BROOKLANDS BOOKS
Spitfire Mk Il £18.95 | | Spitfire 4/l £24.95 | | GT6 Mk Il £5.50 | | Vitesse/ Herald 1959/71 £9.95
Spitfire Mk [V £17.95 Spitfire IV £21.95 Spitfire 4 £5.50 | | Vitesse 1962/71 £9.95
Spitfire 1500 £18.95 Spitfire 1V/1500 Dutch £33.00 Spitfire Mk Il £5.50 | | Herald 1959/1971 £9.95
TR2/3 £22.95 Spitfire 1500 £21.95 Spitfire Mk Il German £7.00 | | GT6 1966/1974 99,95
TR4 £22.95 Spitfire 1500 German  £33.00 Spitfire Mk IV £5.50 T P g |
TR4A £22.95 | | Spitfire IV/1500 French  £33.00 | | Spitire Mk IV German ¢700 | | GTE Gold Porttolio £14.95 |
TR250  (TRS) £22.95 TR2/TR3 £29.50 Spitfre 1500 5,50 Spitfire 1962/1980 £9.95 |
TR6 £22.95 TR4/4A £26.95 Spitfire 15 : Spitfire Gold Portfolio £14.95
pitfire 1500  German £7.00 | 3
TR7 £24.00 TRS5 (complete) £38.00 TRA/TRAA £550 | Road & Track Triumph |
TR8 £24.95 TR6 £27.50 TR250 (TRS) €550 | | Sports Cars 'S8/67 '67/74 '74/82 each £9.95
Stag £2595 | | TR6 German  £2950 | | 1pg | ess0 | | TR2/3 1952/60 £9.95
Dolomite all models inc. Sprint £33.95 TR7 £31.95 £ TR2/3 Gold Portfolio £14.95
1500 RWD £15.95 | | TR8 co895 | | o7 £5.90 !
Stag Ein Stag £5.50 TR4 & TRS5 & 250 £9.95
NEw Books NEw BOOKS Dolomite Sprint £30.95 $cnd E:;u;;ep}soo Sup. £3.00 TR6 Gold Portfolio £14.95
Triumph Spitfire & GTe 20001250025 PI P fiump £550 | | TR7/8 1975/81 £9.95
A Guide to Originality 1300 FWD £15.95 | | GLOVEBOX wonxsuop MANUALS TR7 Gold Portfolio £14.95
John Thomason  £23.95 1500 FWD/ 1500 T/C £23.95 Spitfire Glovebox Manual £7.95 Stag £9.95
1500 R.W.D. 1500 £23.95 TRS/6 Glovebox Manua\ £7.95 2000/2500 £9.95
Triumph Spitfire Restoration
Full Restoration PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION GUIDES Guide to Purchase & D.LY. Restoration SPITFIRE, GT6. VITESSE &
Practical Classics £14.95 HERALD/VITESSE - SPITFIRE/GT6 - METALWORKING each £7.95 - HERALD - L. Porter & P. Willams 312 Pages (superb)  £20.95
Triumph 2000 & 2.5P Praclfcal Class@cs Restoration of TRIUMPH STAG £14.95  Triumph Cars - The Complete History - Robson/ Langworth ~ £24.00
The Complate Sté) Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH TR6 £14.95 The Complete History Spitfire GT6 - Graham Robson £16.95
P ry Practical Classics PANEL BEATING & PAINT REFINISHING ~ £12.95  SPITFIRE/GTS: Collectors Guide - Graham Robson £15.25
Graham Robson £23.95 Practical Classics Restoration HERALD/VITESSE £1450  The Works Triumphs - Graham Robson £23.50
Triumph TR"s Pracl?cal Classics Restoratign of Spitfire  (July '95) £14.50 Complete Guide to HERALD & VITESSE - Mike Costigan £15.95
The C pl s Practical Classics GT6 briefing (restoration etc) £6.50  Laurie Bond - The Man & The Marque - Nick Wotherspoon £22.95
he Complete Story Competition Preparation Spitire I/IIIl/IV/1500 - 2itr Cars each £6.00 Original Triumph T.R. The Restorer's Guide - Piggott £22.75
| Graham Robson £23.95 Tuning Triumph Cars from 1200cc to 2500cc £12.50  Triumph TR4/5/6 Autofolio (much in colour) £12.50

[ ALLPRICES |
INCLUDE
POST & PACKING

Make all payments payable to Triumph Bookshop - Cheque/Postal Order/Credit Card
TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP - PO BOX 28 Market Harborough Leics LE16 7FX
TEL: (01858) 434424  FAX: (01858) 431936  Telephone Credit Card Orders Welcome

Overseas Orders add 10% to total order to
cover extra Postage - NO V.A.T. ON BOOKS
Payments in Sterling please. v m
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Some of you will remember
the Type 48 Spyder which was
introduced to the motoring world
by this very column in August
1991. It is that first car that is
pictured here. A car which was
influenced by the Ferrari 166
Corsa Spyder and other cars
of the late forties, early fifties
period. Alan Hooper, the man
who conceived and built the
first Type 48 and still runs the
company has been in touch to
bring me up to date. There are
now also two other variants,
with the same body shape,
in the Hooper stable.

The original Spyder version,
the most popular and cost
effective, was designed to utilise
just about everything from the
Spitfire. Then came the Warrior
which, while looking the same,
is altogether a different animal

-animal is actually an apt way to

describe it! The Spitfire chassis

is replaced with a space frame
and a purpose built independent
suspension system fitted. This set
up, designed with fast road use
and competition in mind, leads
to road holding just about as good

as it gets. The addition of a
tuned Fiat Abarth two litre lump
pumping out 170 odd b.h.p.
makes the Warrior some kind
of wild ride indeed. it is not the
cheapest of the options in the
range but if you crave serious
performance in a car that

Cm TTRENVOMR COL LETT1T

captures the spirit of those
awesome days of racing this
could well be the car for you.
Expect a 0-60 in about the 5
seconds range and allow a build
price of £10-12,000 - such
performance doesn’t come
cheap but, then, you get

what you pay for.

Warrior the Pescara will still
utilise club car bits like the front
towers, steering etc. with the rear
axle from the Dolomite. These
will mount on an all new chassis
which will be &'traditional ladder
frame affair, robust with a choice

of ali or Zintec coated steel panels.

The new car will give the builder

fascinating one. Starting from
the original Spyder, which was
designed and built as a one off
special by a man inspired by the
cars of the forties, the marque
has been continually developed.
Type 48 models have been built
throughout the world with
markets apparently opening up

The more sane Triumph nuts
(sane nut?) with more down to
earth bank balances are more
likely to consider the Spitfire
based version or the new variant
about to be launched, the
Pescara. More cost effective
than the somewhat specialist

a wide choice of power units;
Alan’s chassis will accommodate
anything that will fit into the
engine bay.

The story of the Type 48 since
its first appearance at the South
of England Meet in 1991 is a

in America and
Japan. I think this
is a fabulous
looking car and
just has to be
considered by
those who like to
drive rather than
just travel. The
Pescara will likely
inspire another
generation of
component car
builders for years
to come.

If you've got
a frustrating
Triumph beyond
economic repair
just lying about
or shed full
of bits why not
give them a new
lease of life and
have some fun at
the same time.
The '48 looks to
be an easy build
and with a cost
that means you
would have to
look a long way
to get better
motoring per
pound. To join
a unique clique
phone Alan on:
0181 653 7318.

Alan Hooper’s achievements
with these cars brings to mind
a few words which should
provide inspiration for us all,

“Remember, you don't have to

be a farmer to be outstanding
in your field”. %

ELY
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SIXSPARES

)

O18 1
. REAR OF 140C Heath Road (behind Alberts Music Shop)
ﬁéﬁ“ Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN.
S Callers Welcome — Ring First For Directions

OPENING HOURS! Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm, Sat 11am to Spw,‘
FAX 0181 892 4547

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR XMAS HOLIDAYS AND STOCKTAKING FROM
THURSDAY 21ST DEC, REOPENING MONDAY 8TH OF JANUARY 1996.

SIX SPARES [T

THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST (oo -
k) & Manufacturers and Suppliers of Triumph Spares T e

to the Retail, Trade & Export Markets E.n [N 9
MASSIVE stock of New & Used spares for HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 and SPITFIRE
TELEPHONE No.

892 0141

SEALS — HERALD/VITESSE
Front windscreen seal
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal .
P seal on windscreen frame ..
Saloon roof to header wiscreen fram
Hood header rail seal, front .........................ccc........
Hood fronter outer finisher/seal (white only) original
Front quarter light rubbers per pair ..
Door skin to door glass outer weatherstrip
Door skin to door glass inner weatherstrip
Door glass glazing seal .
Hood side seal (top of door) .
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap)
Door aperture seal, convertible ................
Chrome door aperture seal cappings
Door aperture seal, saloon .................
Front valance seal .
Door check link seal
Gear lever gaitor
Handbrake gaitor
Triumph pedal rubber ...............
Bonnet stop cone .................
Master cylinder dust cover/boot
Boot seal — as original ..
Boot seal (non original) ..
Estate rear taulgate glass seal — origina
Rear quarter wind seal, sal
Rear windscreen rubber, saloon ...
Window runner channel, front
Window runner channel, rear ..
Rear roof to deck seal, saloon
Petrol tank filler neck seal ..
7” Headlamp seal HERA
Front side/indicator lamp rubber seal
Petrol tank sender unit cover ...................
Petrol tank drain neck seal, sponge
SEALS — SPITFIRE/GT6
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I, Il, Ill, GT6 I, II ...
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé I
P seal on windscreen frame ..............
Roof to windscreen top seal, GT6 |, Il
Hood header raillhard top seal, front, SPITFIRE
Door skin to door glass outer weatherstrip ...
Door skin to door glass, inner weatherstrip
Door glass glazing seal ...........
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal ..
Wheel arch to dash seal {small mud flap)
Door check link seal ............c.............
Door aperture seal (Furflex) SPITFIRE
Door aperture seal (Furflex) GTé6 ..
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I, II, Ill,
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I\V//1500, GT6 Il ..
Gear lever gaitor, SPITFIRE (ALL), GT6 (AI.L)
Handbrake gaitor, SPITFIRE I, 11, 111, IV .
Triumph pedal rubber
Bonnet stop cone ........
Master cylinder dust cover/boot .
Boot seal ..
Tailgate ape
Tailgate glass seal, GT6 ..
Petrol tank filler neck seal 2
7” Headlamp seal SPITFIRE/GT6 £3. 53
ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE - PLEASE RING.

CHROME/LOCKS/BRIGHTWORK/BUMPERS
Front wiscreen insert, HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE |,
I, m, GTé 1, Il .........
Tailgate rubber insert
Cover clip for inserts ................
Door handle I/lh HERALD, VITESSE
Barrel and keys, right hand, HERALD, VITESSE .
Door cam lock RIH HERALDIVITESSE ...............
Outer door handle ass. SPITFIRE I/, GT6 I/l
Outer door handles (matched pair) black or chrome,

SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé IIl (includes lock barrels) ................. £72.85
Matched pair of door lock barrels, SPITFIRE I/lll, GT6 Il ......... £14.04
Matched pair door lock barrels, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Il . £14.04
Inner door handle assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il ....... £17.04

Inner door handle chrome bezel SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Il . £4.11
Window winder handles and inner door opening

handles all other models — please state model .
‘B’ post striker catch SPITFIRE, GT6 ................... £11.46
Boot hinges (pairs) HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE I/l et 798
B post strikers, less slider, HERALD/VITESSE, pair £23.50
Boot ‘T" handle and keys HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE I/l £12.93
Boot lock assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500 .. £14.10
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GTé I/l £14.69
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GTé6 il ... £14.69

. £5.88

Boot latchistriker assy SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 all . . £8.52
Chrome flip top petrol cap SPITFIRE IV/1500 £23.50
Lock barrel and keys for GTé petrol cap . £8.17
Locking petrol cap, SPITFIRE, chrome £15.28
Locking petrol cap, HERALD, VITESSE, chrome, .E7.64
Chrome wiper arm assembly all models . .£7.64
Stainless wiper blade all models . £6.95

Bonnet mirror (head & stem), HERALD, VITESSE, ORIGINAL from £18.80
Door mirror (black or chrome), SPITFIRE I\V//1500, GT6 Il .. £14.10
Bonnet lock kit (pairs) all models o &l 175
Bonnet catch assy all models ...... £20.50

Steering column lock assy SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé I .. £35.19
Ignition barrel and keys SPITFIRE I/II/lll, HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 | £4.99
Ignition barrel and keys as above HIGHER SECURITY .......... £8.52
Matched lock set GTé I/ll, door, tailgate & ignition locks .. £21.15
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ............... £29.38
Matched lock set SPITFIRE I, door boot & ignition locks .... £16.45

Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ................ £23.50
Matched lock set, SPITFIRE II/lll, door, boot & ignition locks £22.33
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks .
Matched lock set, HER/VIT, door, boot, ign., c/bo.
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks . %
Cubby box lock assy, HERALD, VITESSE ... £7.64
Rear overrider HERALD, VITESSE, fully pressed lea:h) €32. 90
Front overrider, HERALD 948/1200, original (each) ..
B post capping SPITFIRE 1\V/1500

Chrome wiscreen washer jet, complete ass.,
original, SPITFIRE/GT6

Chrome wiscreen washer jet, complete ass., origi.,
Rear number plate light aluminium cowl, orig. HER 13/60 . £8.23
Windscreen frame ally capping ..... £34.08
Rubber bumper set HERALD ............ £105.75
Bumper end cap aluminium HERALD ... £8.52
Front bumper, SPITFIRE IV/GT6-1ll [EXCHANGE) £141.00
Rear bumper, SPITFIRE IVI/GT6-111 (EXCHANGE) £141.00

ALL CHROME, LOCKS, BRIGHTWORK AND BADGES DECALS &
COMMISSION PLATES STOCKED — PLEASE RING

N o W

PANELS — HERALD/VITESSE
Front valance quality fibreglass ....
Bonnet D plate, HERALD, VITESSE
Front wing HERALD 13/60 ORIGINAL PRESSING ......
Front wing VITESSE .......
Front wing HERALD 1200 .
Front wing arch repair
Sill, HERALD, VITESSE .
Door skin, ORIGINAL PRESSING ...........

Door under section repair panel, HERALD, V/ITESSE .

Door stepitread panel (not aluminium finisher) as original . £7.05
£66.98
~£12:98
£17.63

Rear wing, HERALD, VITESSE
Rear wing arch repair
Rear quarter valance, steel (with or without bumper strlpj
Rear centre valance, VITESSE, original pressing ...
Rear centre valance, HERALD, original pressing .

PANELS — SPITFIRE/GT6

BALLRY  DOX v isisssiiiei i smmnerssonsmanssonsasosssesses sassine
Front valance, original SPITFIRE |, II, Ill, GT6 I, II, Steel .
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE I\//1500, GT6 Il steel, ongmal £52.88
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE I\V//1500, GT6 Il fnbreglass £24.09
Front wing, original, SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GTé | »

Front wing, original, GT6 Il &
Front wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 il (GENUINE) ..............
Front inner wheelarch, outer section, IV/1500, GT6 Il .....
Sill, all SPITFIRE, GT6, as original
Door skin, SPITFIRE I, II, lll, GT6 I, Il
Door skin, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 IIl
Full floor, ONE SIDE, front to rear, new improved
Heelboard panel
Heelboard bracket for radius arm ..

Rear wing, SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GTé6 |, Il, original
Rear wing, SPITFIRE 1V/1500, GT6 IIl, original
Rear inner wheelarch, outer section, I\V/1500, GTé6 lIl
Rear valance, SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GT6 I, Il ....
Rear valance, SPITFIRE IV//1500, GTé6 Il .
Boot floor, all models

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER
PANELS STOCKED
PLEASE RING

MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING
Front trunnion/swivel ORIGINAL STANPART
Front lower wibone assy. inc. bushes, all models
Adjustment shims for above ..
Front wishbone bushes ...
Steering rack exchange .............
Steering rack rubber mounting .

Driveshaft all models non rotoflex . £58.75
UJ flange to diff, small or large £15.28
NEW propshafts from .. £88.13
Front vertical link VITESSE, GTé, origina £44.65
Front vertical link HERALD, SPITFIRE, original. £44.65
Front wheel bearing kit {inc. hub felt) ........ £13.51

Top ball joint all models ..
Track rod end all models .
Universal joint, all models
Front suspension bolt/nut kit, all models

Rear suspension, non roto, bolt/nut kit, all models . £14.69
Front coil spring STANDARD, state model ..... £14.69
Front coil spring HEAVY DUTY, state model £15.28
Front shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models £21.15
Rear shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models £19.95
Rear full wheel bearing kit rotoflex models .. £16.45
Rear full wheel bearing kit non rotoflex models

Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé Il late NEW/
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I/l NEW/
Rear leaf spring GTé I/, rotoflex NEW
Rear leaf spring HERALD, NEW ......
Rear leaf spring VITESSE 1600/ NEW .
Rear leaf spring VITESSE Il NEW

FUEL SYSTEMS & CARBS

Petrol tank sender unit HERALD, VITESSE ... £26.44
Petrol tank sender unit SPITFIRE £27.90
Fuel pump HERALD, SPITFIRE . £17.63

Fuel pump VITESSE, GT6 .....
Carb repair kit (Stromberg) inc. needle valve .
Carb repair kit (S.U.’s) inc. jet
FULL RANGE OF NEW AND FULLY RECONDITIONED
CARBS AND SPARES AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING

BRAKES ETC.
Brake master cyl, SPITFIRE IV/1500 single line
Brake disc 4 cyl models .....
Brake discs 6 cyl models ..
Brake drum, late GT6 MKIl (ORIGINAL)
Wheel cylinders — state model ..........
Brake hoses front/irear — state model ...
MOUNTS & BUSHES
Engine mounts 4 cylinder ...
Engine mounts 6 cylinder .
Overdrive gear box mounting
Standard gear box mounting
Steering column bushes (excluding
Bump stop rotoflex suspension ..................
Rear inner wishbone bush rotoflex models
Rear spring eye bush, all models ...............
CLUTCHES BORG & BECK 2 YEAR GUARANTEE (3 plece klt)
HER 1200, 12/50, 13/60, SPIT I, I, lll, IV, DIAPHRAGM ...... £58.75
SPIT 1500
VIT 2 Litre, GTé all models ..

JANUARY SPECIALS
3 PIECE SILL KIT, ALL SPITFIRE
GT6 — Outer as OE, diaphragm

inner

£26.449

6 piece sill

both sides) £49.95

HOODS, CARPET SETS AND INTERIOR TRIM
Hoods HERALD, VITESSE — original quality
Hoods, SPITFIRE zip rear window — original quality
Hoods, HERALD/VITESSE — double duck/canvas
Hoods, SPITFIRE — double duck/canvas ..............
Headlining, HERALD/VITESSE, saloon, Coupé
Pair of front seat recovering kits HERALD/VITESSE ..
Rear seat covering kit HERALD/VITESSE .
Pair of door trim panels, HERALD ...
Pair of door trim panels, VITESSE ...
Pair of rear quarter trim panels, convertible HER/VIT .
Front scuttle side panel, HERALD/VITESSE
As above, left hand for VITESSE, with pocket ...
Under dash mill board panel HERALD/VITESSE
Seat base diaphragm HERALD/VITESSE ......
Moulded carpet set, HERALD/VITESSE
Carpet set, SPITFIRE, tufted and bound ..
Moulded carpet set, SPITFIRE .............
Moulded carpet set, GT6 (state model) ...
Car seat recovering kit SPITFIRE I\V/1500 black (car set)
Door trim panel SPITFIRE 1\V/1500 black
NEW. SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Iil, dash top cover . £29.38
Door trim panel GTé — state model £24.68
Glove box SPITFIRE, GTé6 each ........... £15.28
Pair of sun visors SPITFIRE I\V/1500, G .
Rad cow! GT6 .....
Rad cow! SPITFIRE .
ALL OTHER INTERIOR TRIM STOCKED
LIGHTS AND MISCELLANEOUS
Side/Indicator light unit, Spit Ill, IV/1500, GT6 Il ............. £17.04
Halogen headlight conversion set HERALD, SPITFIRE & GT6 £34.66
Wood rim steering wheel all models ..
Leather rim steering wheel all models .
Fibreglass tunnel covers, state model
Overdrive column switch cowl!
Alloy rocker cover, 6 cylinder ..
Alloy rocker cover, 4 cylinder ..

WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY SPEC
OF DIFF AND GEARBOX OR ENGINE,
PLUS SPARES FOR ALL MODELS
PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR POST AND

PACKING CHARGES
PRICES INCLUDE WwWAT

‘7”"’*\
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We started Eric’s restoration in September 1993 and received tremendous encouragement from
so many, but Eric would simply not have made it to the Final without all the help we received
from suppliers — John and Fiona Kipping, Woody at John Hill’s, John at Newton Commercial
and Dave Gleed to name by a few. Many altowed us into their stores to search for the best parts
they had as they knew ‘that near enough’ just would not do!

It was not just a personal success for us. For OVO 871M to be awarded the title ‘Autoglym
Classic Concours UK Champion 1995’ is a success for all Triumph supporters to share and, at
long last, we can say ‘that’s near enough’!

Angela and Andrew McGowan

inning the Autoglym Concours Final with our GT6 MkIll OVO 871M
(alias Eric) was a truly unforgettable experience. When we decided to
restore another GT6, it was with the aim of producing a Triumph that
would be good enough to qualify for the Final but to actually win the
Championship was not, in our minds, a possibility.
The national concours scene had been dominated over recent years with Jaguars, MG's,
Healey’s and the like and we never dreamed it was possible for a GT6 (complete with
cardboard engine valances!) to reach such heights. Well, we were proved wrong.

The amount of time, determination and enthusiasm that is needed for a concours car is
beyond quantifying. Most people think we are mad and in truth, we probably are! Just to
prepare Eric for the Final took five weeks with another thirty two hours of polishing and
fettling when the car was actually in the hall at the NEC! This does not of course take into
account the months and months of continuous work (and non existent holidays!} it took to
turn Eric from an insurance write off into a complete car again.




COMPLETE WIRING LOOMS
FOR CLUB CARS

- ® MANUFACTURED TO ORIGINAL
: SPECIFICATION WHERE POSSIBLE.

€ COME COMPLETE WITH BULB HOLDERS,
TERMINALS AND CONNECTORS. .

- @ ALLLOOMS ARE MADE WITH ORIGINAL
WIRING COLOURS TO EASE INSTALLATION,

ORDER CODE

CAR MODEL

LUCAS SERVICE KITS

RELIABILITY MADE EASY
A large percentage of running problems are put
own to problems with the ignition, whether it is a
fau ty c0|| cracked distributor cap, badly worn
pl ugs and pomts or water gefting info the electrics.
ese are all easy to replace or remedy, so do
yourself and your car a favour, buy a complete kit.

KIT INCLUDES:- Hypalon HT leads, condenser,
rofor arm, distributor cap, points, high
performance coil, spark plugs.

TSSC PRICE
BL101 Herald 1200 - 12/50 £125.00
BL102 Herald 13/60 £125.00
BL103 Spitfire Mk 1/1I £125.00
BL104 Spitfire Mk 11I/IV £160.00
BL104A Spitfire 1500 £185.00
BL105 GTé Mk | £140.00
BL105A GT6 Mk I/l £160.00
BL106 Vitesse 6/1/11 £140.00
BL107 QVERDRIVE LOOM 6 - CYL £ 17.95
BL108 OVERDRIVE LOOM 4 - CYL £ 1095
PLEASE STATE:- MODEL YEAR AND CHASSIS NUMBER WHEN ORDERING.

HALOGEN HEADLAMP
CONVERSIONS
A POPULAR CONVERSION FOR
CARS WITH 7" HEADLAMPS,
TO UPGRADE CLUB CARS TO
MODERN STANDARDS.
LUT00 - WIPAC STD KIT (60/55)
- £31.95
LUT50 - WIPAC HI POWER KIT
INC RELAYS & 100/80 BULBS.
£52.95

ORDER CODE CAR MODEL TSSC PRICE
ELECTRON'C U141 Hercl(cj 94? - 1200 -12/50 | £43.95
U142 Herald 13/60 £39.50
LU143 | Spitfire Mk I/1I/11I/IV £38.95
LUT44 | Spitfire1500 £44.90
IGNIT|0N U145 | Vitesse 6/1/II £54.95
KIT U146 | G186 Mk I/11/11l £54.95

PLEASE STATE:- MODEL YEAR AND
CHASSIS NUMBER WHEN ORDERING.

INCREASED POWER- BETTER STARTINGRELIABILITY- IMPROVED
FUEL CONSUMPTION- REDUCED MAINTENANCE- SIMPLE TO FIT.

EI101- £71.95

EMERGENCY BULB KIT

INCLUDES:- 1x HEADLAMP BULB, 1x STOP LIGHT,
1x INDICATOR, 1x FESTOON AND SELECTION
OF FUSES.ENQUIRE FOR APPLICATIONS LIST

LUT03 - BULB KIT - £8.95

LEICESTERSHIRE LE16 9TF.




ARE YOU USING

e TSSC Offe
classic oils
in

the original owners han

THE CORRECT OIL
IN YOUR CLUB CAR?

rs Dept is now an appointed stockist for the new castrol
ange. The following rangbe of oils are recommended
ook for your car.

Appointed Stocki
Castrol Classic O

Castrol Classic XL 20w/50 is a
traditional multigrade enﬁine oil,

modern engines using sophisticated
oil pumps to deliver Eigher
pressures with low viscosity oils,
modern classic cars have wider
olerances and require higher
iscosity multigrade oils fo operate
at the optimum performance level.

Castrol Classic XL 20w/50 offers
excellent oil consumption and oil
pressure control, recruced engine
oise and a very high level of
engine wear protection.

<

deally suited to older technology 1 GALLON
modern classic cars. Compared to £16.99 inc VAT + £4.95p+p

L

 EP90
1 LITRE BOTTLE
£2.95
inc VAT
+£1.25 p+p

GREASE

500 gm TIN

£3.75
inc VAT
+£1.25 p+p

PLEASE REFER TO HANDBOOK FOR CORRECT CAPACITIES FOR YOUR OWN CLUB CAR

MARKET HARBOROUGH

LEICESTERSHIRE,
LE16 9TF

RUGBY SHIRTS POCKET SWEATSHIRTS

A3
Nt £ 18.95

Various sizes & colours available. Grer/ Black Club Sweatshirts.
_ Spitfire/GT6/Herald/Vitesse/TSSC/Bond. Available in M/L/XL.

RALLY JACKETS COLLARED SWEATSHIRTS

Available in;

vyweight - superb quality jacket. 1
Dark Blue with; Red/Blue/Grey trim. Red/Black/Royal Blue/Light Blue
 Available in XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL. M/L/XL

We only have very limited numbers of the above clothing left in stock.
~ We will be operating on a first come first served basis.
It is advisable when placing an order to ring TSSC HQ first

. o olour and size availability, to avoid disappointment.

MAIN ST LUBENHAM

MARKET HARBOROUGH
LEICES SHIRE LE16 9TF
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21st October

I went along
to the Lydden race
track in Kent, to
watch a combined
sprint and race
meeting bein
co-promoted%)y
the Tunbridge
Wells MC and
Rochester MC.

The championship sprint in
the morning was well supported
with about 70 entries with
classes for standard road going
cars right up to single seater
racers. The most interesting
class was, of course, Modified
Road Going up to 1400cc,
which included two Spitfires.
There was a MK4 entered by
Giles Tinkler and a Mkl driven
by John Low with the rest of
the field comprising of 3
1380cc Minis, an MG
Midget and a Suzuki GTi:

Giles and Jon ended the session in 1st and 2nd places
respectively. Congratulations to them both and great to
see that Spitfires can still be.competitive,

In the afternoon the race part of the event took place
and although not as well supported as the sprint session
{probably due to it being late in the season) was still
entertaining as, unlike F1, it was all very close.

Giles recorded a good practice time in a very smart and
well sorted Spitfire. Jon was in his first and only race of
the year and started at the back in practice but was very

Both Spitfires had a good
practice run with Giles being
faster than Jon. In the actual
sprint all the cars in the class
went faster but, perhaps to their
surprise given the opposition,

€ >
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well pleased to overhaul a Lotus
Elan and a Davrian. Jon kept
going well and seemed to be
enjoying himself but towards the
end of practice started to smoke
badly, then pulled up suddenly
and we all thought thatwas the
end of Jon’s challenge, as we
suspected he had a blown
engine. At the end of practice
jon was towed back te the pits
with a lot of oil.coming out of
the car. Most of the way back
they were towing him over the
grass to minimise oil spillage
on the track surface.

When the car came back
the bonnet was lifted and,
fortunately, it was found that
the pipe had come off the oil
cooler and the engine had not
let 0. A few people lent.a:hand
mostly in the shape of Pete
Hatcher, a previous T55C
member who sadly retired from
competition, but surprisingly
had his overalls with him.. The
pipe was repaired but when the
car was started up again oil was
still coming out."As time was
getting short, Jon decided not
to:investigate the problem

competitor was Giles (inthe other Spitfire) Who, with the
typical spirit that exists at these sorts of meetings, gave
Jon some oil to top up the engine as Jon had run out
having lost so much during practice and alterations.

or the race Jon was in 7th pface on the grid in.front of the
Elan and the Davrian but ubfortunately the Davriah didn't

actually make the race. Jon said atthe start of the meeting
that his ambition wasn't to get lapped. That doesn’t sound
very ambitious but'jon hasn't had a lot of races and has to
operate on a very limited budset. Giles went off the line

well.and was near the front for most of the time, As the flag
dropped the Elan gol a real flyer which left Jon at the back.
During the race Jon had a good dice with the Lotus but
couldn’t quite find enough puff to.get past. The only chance
lon seemed to have was

as thiey.went.up Hairy
Hill to the hairpin but
that meant that jon may
have had to push the
Lotus so he showed
‘some.good manners
and didn't try that
doubtful manoeuvre,

At the end jondid in
fact finish last, very
closeto the Lotus but
a very long way from
being tapped. Better
fortunes for Giles as
he finished 4th but he
won his class forcars

oy

arther, and altered the set up

0 by-pass the oil cooler thereby
going hack to the standard set
up. Although Jon had a lot of
competition I’m sure the main

up to 1700cc.

A good days racing and entertainment and good to
see Spitfires in action, giving such a good account
of themselves. Well done!  #
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TRI-comph Engineering Ltd,
Unit 2, Hill Farm,
Radlett, Herts. WD7 7HP.

TRIUMPH
SPECIALISITS

AN

ENGINEERING LTD

W LR)

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - MECHANICAL - BODYWORK
LOW BAKE OVEN - FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT '- ENGINE TUNING

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES.
MECHANICAL AND ACCIDENT
REPAIRS. SERVICING. RESTORATION.
FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT.
ENGINE TUNING.CHASSIS JIGS.
RACE PREPARATION.

NEW AND USED PARTS.

MAIL ORDER. RECONDITIONED
ENGINES, GEARBOXES, DIFFS.
FULL RANGE OF TUNING
PARTS FOR MOST MODELS.

TRI-OOMPH ENGINEERING HAVE BEEN IN THE TRIUMPH BUSINESS AS A COMPANY FOR THE LAST
THREE YEARS. ITS DIRECTORS, MARK AND JOHN HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH TRIUMPHS FOR MANY
YEARS. IN THE LAST THREE YEARS WE HAVE CARRIED OUT RESTORATIONS ON SPITFIRES, HERALDS,
VITESSES AND TRs. WE HAVE PREPARED/MAINTAINED OR MODIFIED FOR RACING SPITFIRES, GTés,
TRés, TR7s AND TR7 V8s. MARK AND JOHN BOTH RUN RACE CARS. MARK HAS A VITESSE AND
JOHN HAS JUST SWAPPED FROM A VITESSE TO A TR. ALL OF OUR MODIFICATIONS ARE TESTED
ON OUR OWN CARS BEFORE OUR CUSTOMERS. IF YOU REQUIRE ANYTHING FROM A WHEEL
STUD TO A FULL RESTORATION, RING US, OR POP IN FOR A CHAT AND A CUP OF COFFEE.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU.

TRI-OOMP
Highest points scoring 6 cylinder
Trivmph Z750MC Roadsports
champiconships.

PLEASE RING WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS

UNIT 2, HILL FARM [J&=
RADLETT, HERTS. (===

TEL: 01923/ 859438 - 852686

OR FAX 01923 853825

fter some
‘~ _excellent
/. \\cars compet-
ing in last year’s
International
Concours, notably
Hugh's Vitesse and
Andy/Angela’s
GT6, it’s also time
for a new organiser
at the helm.

My name is Chris Mills,
I've been a member for five
years and organised many local
events and initiated South
Bucks area of which
| am still Area Organiser
and became part of the Council
of Management
team in 1995.

It is not my intention to amend
the rules as the competition has
developed well over the recent
years and is an extremely well
polished and planned function of
the International Weekend. This
is due to the hard work put in
by Dave and Jo Beardsley in not
only running the event on the
day, but also the hours of
preparation put in well in
advance months before the
competition.

| am considering a change to
the Spitfire judging in the form
of keeping two pairs of judges
to cope with the amount of cars
entered, but one pair will judge
the bodywork and interior while
the other pair look at mechanicals
etc. This should ensure that marks

are consistent and overall judging
time may be decreased. | would
like to consider different ideas
you, the competitors and judges
have in solving the situation, or
any other comments.

Due to the ever increasing cost
of the trophies it is necessary to
increase the concours entry fee
to £6 on the day and £5 pre-
booked which means you can
enter for the same cost as on the
day as last year by pre-booking.

| will be computerising the

results from this year

to speed up the results service
and we should be able to give
you a copy of your marks
before you leave,

saving you stamps etc.

CCHHRI=SS NI L =

| would welcome
any calls from
prospective
competitors, if you
are preparing a car
or wish
to enter, but are
unsure about any
aspect of the
concours
competition,
please call me any
evening at a
reasonable hour
where | will give
as much information
as you need with the
aim of encouraging
more members to
participate.

Chris Mills, National
Concours Organiser.
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\SPORTS CAR SUPPLIES / 6

Spitfire . GT6 . Herald * Vitesse . MGB . Midget

T.S.S.C. "TOP TRADER" * FAST WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER
ALL NEW & USED CLUB CAR SPARES + WORKSHOP * RECOVERY
CARS BOUGHT & SOLD * PROJECTS AVAILABLE

: PLEASE TELEPHONE TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS
- 488 4791 SALES * SERVICE * RESTORATION % REBUILDS
L 3

Spors Car Supplics Ltd, Collingwood Building, Quality Row Swalwell, Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 34Q
A Ot E)pcn 8.30 Fo 5.30, Monday to Friday,

B E 8

Specialists in:

CLASSIC Servicing, MoTs,
TRIUMPH Bodywork,

Mechanical Work,

| =L SERVICES Gearboxes,

Engine Work,
WE HAVE MOVED - Suspension Knocks

To a larger workshop where we gnd Rattles/

can meet the ever increasing  poLITE

needs of our customers. PROFESSIONAL
UNIT 2,125 PARK ROAD, SERVICE ALWAYS
BECKENHAM, AVAJLABLE.
KENT. BR3 1QT

1 e expeniene
Spifne, Heral,
Vi, T,

Workshop:
OISl 658 S3 71
Mobile:

PSS OB 278

Based in the S.E. for Service in England and Europe.

COURIER
MAGAZINE

8.30 to 4.00, Saturday

DIRECTORY

FROM COURIER Nw.3 TO COURIER 173
PLUS
QUICK REFERENCE SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
FIRE  HERALD  VITESSE  GT6
Ring or write to TSSC HQ
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CRACKING UP! >

Can anyone help me to locate a repairer of cracked/damaged Bakelite
steering wheels.

I recall seeing a short article about someone offering this facility, which |
believe was in the Courier, though | cannot find it in back issues.

The wheel in question belongs not to my Club car but to a 1937 tractor
so replacement is not an option.

Any help, please phone me on 01249 657393 or through this column.

Many thanks . . . Colin Blackburn

ONE OWNER CLUB VZd

In the latest edition of the magazine Pete Osborne asks if there are many
one-owner cars in the Club. Well, here’s one!

‘Prim” because of her colour, is a MkllI Spitfire bought new by me in
August 1969. The bill, from Lankasters of Kingston, shows that the car
was supplied with overdrive and heater. | specified Michelin X tyres,
Trico-Neiman steering lock, locking petrol cap, reflective number plates
and full harness seat belts. The purchase price was £894.9.3d. At the first
service the car was fitted with bonnet locks, wheel trims and a hard top,
all for an extra £54.19.0d. We had some trouble with those seat belts as
the agent refused to fit them, saying that the fitting would weaken the rear
floor. He was eventually instructed to go ahead, by Triumphs. It was all to
no avail though. We got fed up with them in about a year and reverted to
the usual lap and diagonal, although statics.

The car was Jasmine, with black interior and the wheel trims lasted well.
I threw them away last year as being rather scruffy, and fitted a new set
of identical trims. | fitted several items myself over the few weeks after |
bought the car. Racing mirrors were fitted on the front wings. GT6 sun
visors were fitted and | noted that there was provision for these already
in the screen frame. | fitted a dipping interior mirror from my previous
cars. It had been fitted to a Sunbeam Talbot, two Renault 4 CVs, a Floride
and a Dauphine and originally came from my step-mother’s Vauxhall.

It’s still in place! A clock, ammeter, oil pressure gauge and variable
speed wiper control were fitted, and two Marchal fog lights wired
through a relay to come on with high intensity rear fog lights. | still
have the Marchals although they no longer grace the car. I also fitted
a Moto Lita wood rimmed steering wheel, which is still doing sterling
service, although on its fifth horn button! Finally | fitted full sound
proofing throughout.

She was born with trouble in the form of a cracked inlet manifold, which
took a long time to diagnose as Lankasters electronic tuning apparatus was
out of order. After the third unsuccessful attempt to put it right, the Service
Manager asked me what petrol | was using. The local brand was Castrol,
who marketed their own brand of petrol for a short while at the end of the
sixties and | knew their sales director, which was to help. When Lankasters
Service Manager suggested that Castrol petrol was no good for the car and
I should use another brand, | rang Castrol’s Sales Director from Lankasters
phone and put them in touch. The phone erupted! | don’t know what
was said, but the car was very rapidly put right, a loan car being provided
meanwhile and there was no more trouble. It's not WHAT you know, it’s
WHO you know!

Over the first year | fitted one or two new things that we found worth
having. These included a Kenlowe fan, rear screen de-mister for the hard
top and Fiamm air horns, very necessary on the continent. When we
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could find them, we fitted GT6
reclining seats and re-arranged
the spare wheel so we could fit
itinternally in an upside down
position to hold the tool kit or
externally on the boot lid to
make a lot more touring
luggage space.

In a fit of constructive energy
I made up a wooden gear knob
about two years ago but apart
from that the car is much as it
was in 1970. It has several new
bits, of course, although the
main components are the same.
Engine and gearbox have had
new bearings but nothing else
other than normal replacements
and the back axle has not been
touched. New carpets have been
fitted and all three bumpers have
been replaced after small bumps.
There have been no accidents
costing more than £50 to put
right. In fact the worst accident
was when the original suppliers
reversed the car into a trolley
jack during a service and made
a socking great dent in the back,
under the bumper. The doors are
full of fibreglass, both rear wings
have been replaced twice and
the front ones once. The sills
have also been replaced. The
windscreen still has a star in it
caused by a stone thrown at it
by a lorry when | was driving
home the day | picked it up,
August 2nd, 1969, 9,617
days ago.

The car has had two numbers.
When my father ceased driving
in 1975 | acquired his cherished
plate, KMW 1, and this stayed
on the car until transfer to my
Rover in 1982. The Spitfire’s
new number was DPL 131H
which | hated so | was very glad
when DVLC changed the rules
and let me have the original
number back, without charge
for the transfer. The car now
proudly carries the number she
was born with — COY 812H.

I have just fitted a new clutch,
uprated some of the carpeting
and fitted a new coll. After 26

—E&—

interesting.

I bought what
I thought was
justa 1200
convertible
whilst on
holiday
in Cornwall
in 1992, It
wasn’t until
I got it home
and looked Car/chassis no.| GB—CV,
more closely that | :

. Engine GD——HE,

realised there were g

. Specification | RHD— Export,
differences. ;

. Built Sept. 66,

You might therefore BT : -

. . Destination Personal Export Delivery to
find the table of build Mr. A. W. Waters. Barbad
details of interest. : 1 1YY YValers, barbados,

Equipment, Disc Brakes,

The Coventry
registration no. was Iemp Gtaag\?\//' d
issued under the Laml}r‘la T indscreen,
Home Delivery o8 Neater.

years the old one was causing a slight misfire. She is now in semi-
retirement in the West Country, but she still enjoys a run over
Dartmoor with the top down and draws many admiring glances.
She is in daily use and has been all her life apart from a six month
lay-up ten years ago. That resulted in new front brake callipers as
the others locked on. | see no reason why she should not continue
for another 26 years, although she will outlive me if she does.
Never mind, I know she will be safe. | have left her to the Club in
my willl Perhaps one day | will tell her story in full, if | have time.

Bryan M. Whitworth

&

HErALD 1200 ExPORT?

| found Peter
H. Gekert's
article in Pen
to Paper very

Export Scheme.

As you can see from
the enclosed photographs,
it also has a 12/50 grille.

Yours,

D. W. Crook

SHETLAND CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW ‘96.

Classic car owners throughout Britain are being invited to take on
the pioneering motoring spirit of yesteryear and take their vehicles
to the nations northernmost show — in Shetland.

Cut price travel and accommodation for exhibitors also makes
the show an attraction for those wanting to visit this northern
extremity in Britain.

Organised by the Shetland Classic Car Club and its sister classic
motorcycle club, it is far from being a backwoods event and is staged
in the multi-million pound Clickimin Leisure and Exhibition Centre at
Lerwick, Shetland’s capital. In previous years it has attracted some of
the rarest and most interesting vehicles in Britain. At the last event in
1994 there were around 60 cars and 80 bikes on display, but this
year the venue has greatly increased in floorspace and the number
of exhibitors should increase too. The organisers say this is, ‘not a
hay barn display of rusty MGBs and a couple of old BSA Bantams’,
but a ‘top notch show’ including genuine rarities and oddities from
the early 1900s, right up to contemporary classics from the likes
of Aston Martin and Daimler.

The show in 94 included early classics like a BSA Tickford
Convertible of which only three were ever built, one of only a
handful of the Singer 9 Sports Coupes that were made, and a Ford
Model T flatbed truck. The Jaguar X)S prototype which starred
with fan Ogilvy in the second television series of The Saint, is
also locally owned and planned for inclusion in 1996.

The national motoring press took an interest in the last event
and it fooks set to give greater coverage again this coming year.

The classic car club says previous visitors to the show have
described the sense of achievement they get from taking their
vehicles to this extremity of Britain. The 14 hour overnight ferry
run north from Aberdeen is enough to give the journey the feel
of a full blown expedition but the photo opportunity at the ‘end
of all roads north’ is the major attraction.

Exhibitors wanting to take part in the event are offered cut
price ferry transport for themselves and their vehicles and reduced
rate accommodation for the duration of their stay — however long
that may be. They will stay at the Grand Hotel in Lerwick, less than
a mile from the show. Anyone wanting to know more is asked to
contact Rob Jenner at The Knowles, Skellister, South Nesting,
Shetland. ZE2 9PP (telephone evenings 01595 890204).

The 1996 show will be opened by BBC Top Gear's Steve
Berd, who will also introduce the 1996 video.

There will be exhibits direct from Aston Martin and Jaguar
Daimler have pledged their support to celebrate 100 years of Daimler.

We have negotiated discounts of 50% off ferry fares and 50% off
hotel rates or 25% off the mini-cruise rate whereby guests can stay
on board the boat on a full board basis. The show is completely
indoors in the new Clickimin Centre, which is widely
acknowledged to be the best north of the border,

Booking must be done through the Shetland Classic Car Club
to attract the discounted price. Places are limited so please contact
me early by post or by phone and | can give you further details
and a booking form. Kindest regards . . . .

&2

Rob jenner
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I remember seeing at Stafford
about two or three years ago, a
Herald with a Toyota twin cam
engine and five speed gearbox.
I have been offered a 1.6 twin
cam from a ‘C’ reg front wheel
drive Corolla. | would like to
know from anyone that has
performed this transplant,
what problems they have
encountered etc. If you have
any knowledge of this, please
phone me on 01983 617159,
Thanks in advance.

Garth Jupp row. a0

A TRIOOMPHANT
SERVICE.

May | recommend for
your consideration Trioomph
Engineering Ltd, Unit 2 Hill
Farm, Radlett, Hertfordshire.
WD7 7HP.

| have visited the garage
twice and found them quite
outstandingly helpful, while their
charges were extremely modest.
On the first occasion they
checked my Triumph Herald
for safety and after giving her a
clean bill of health, put in anti-
freeze, installed a new radiator
cap and water hose and also
two bonnet cones, all for a grand
total of £23.55 including VAT.

On the second occasion the
radiator was checked for apparent
overheating, which was traced to
my relief to the thermometer,
described as ‘lying’, but in more
up-to-date terms ‘extravagant
with the truth’. Although it took
some time to establish this point,
no charge at all was made.
Indeed, to the contrary, | was
given a free cup of tea while
the work was being done!

Help and advice of this order
in my experience is unique and
I hope it can be acknowledged
by the Triumph Six Club and
brought to the attention of
members in the area.

J.Q.C. Mackrell
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This first shot
shows a very
clean and
straight Spitfire
1500 in Inca
Yellow,
brought over
by our friends
in the Amicale
Spitfire Club,
this car being
driven up from
the ‘Oise’

Needléss to say, the money
saved, and more, much much
more, is going

department
(no. 60).

straight into my
long suffering
Vitesse project,

0, N0 more which is now
N fax gnmy ensconced in
' . oLy another
’tw? Tﬂumphs’ workshop, for
that’s nice, good expert

attention! And
who knows/,

news for once,
and our own dear

; e maybe it'll put
government has in a guest
taken the credit, appearance at

oy . . the next

Whel‘ea$ a“ they"’e Stafford International show in July
done’ in fac{’ ' . 96, well, that's the latest target

is to fall in line date.

with some of our
nearest European
neighbours, such
as the Netherlands
and France.

Now that we find ourselves up
here in frozen England, in the
depths of winter, with Siberian
winds, with snow and ice blowing
across these islands, it is perhaps a
good time to reflect on the
erstwhile glorious summer of 95.

Photo two depicts a rather
fearsome beasty driven up by a
very enthusiastic German owner
and member of the Spitfire group
Bodensee and is fitted with a
modified Belgian APAL bonnet
and a powerful Rover V8 engine,
as | remember, painted in a
rather interesting shade of
purple!

The real credit belongs to Bob
Oliver at Swansea who was
instrumental in persuading our
government to adopt this
measure, also to the FBHVC and
their members for consistent and
effective lobbying.

I must admit that | didn’t
believe it was true until | actually
had a new TAX disc in my hot
little hands with the words: “25
YR EXEMPT"” inscribed thereon,
instead of “PLG (Private/Light
Goods) and £NIL instead of

This shows
a very nice,
original
looking
Valencia
Blue Spitfire
Mk, also
belonging to
a member of
Amicale
Spitfire, a
club which
fielded an
impressive
contingent
this year and

£140.
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are forecast to be even bigger in
1996 (I knew that tunnel would
come in handy!) this car hailing
from department 29, which if |
am not much mistaken is
FINISTERE ~ yes, the same one as
on the BBC Shipping Forecast!

Triumph),
Buntinx from
Leige in S.E.
Belgium, and
this very smart
GTe I,
restored over
several years

and finished in
Saffron Yellow
by our TSSC
Belgium Area
Organiser
Stefan
Vandenkidjk,
continued on

their journey

Next along, is this most shiny
and very red Mkli Spitfire over
with our popular and
enthusiastic TSSC Belgian area
members, obviously a much
loved example of the marque!

Some of our Belgian members
make a real holiday out of their
summer time foray to these
shores, travelling to parts of this
sceptred isle that | have never yet
been to myself!

This freshly restored Herald
1200 coupe’, resplendent in
Targo Purple and White, and
belonging to Claude (Professor

up to, and all over Scotland and
back, enjoying themselves and
their Triumphs immensely, the
only major problem encountered
was the GT6's differential (not
reconditioned), but luckily for
Stefan, International Rescue, AKA
Chic Doig, came to the stricken
GT6's rescue and soon had it up
and running again, many thanks
indeed to Chic Doig for all the

driving up to Stranraer in
Scotland, in convoy with Angie
Hill and her GT6 H Police Car,
thence across the Irish Sea to
Belfast (my first trip to the
province) and the truly excellent
TOTALLY TRIUMPH RALLY, the
organisation and the local beer
(especially the beer!) was quite
superb and we certainly aim to
be persuaded to return next year
(funds permitting), it all depends
on how much of the local brew
makes its way to Stafford c/o the
Belfast Area members in July 96!
Many thanks indeed to all our
fine new TSSC friends over in
Belfast, you were all so
hospitable and indeed
unforgettable, especially ‘MAV’.

trouble he

went to, from
all concerned!

In the middle
of August, my

Herald, Bob
Rowland
{(West
Middlesex
AO) and | had
a little
adventure,

I've got a couple of shots worth
sharing with you from that show,
including this, the oldest
TRIUMPH car in the world,
being the lovely 1923 Triumph
10/20 ‘Tourer’ fitted with a
23.4bhp at 3000rpm 1393cc,
Ricardo designed 4 cylinder

P




engine, costing £430 (a lot in
1923!). The owner assured me
that this was the very first time
this car had been out to a show
in 15 years, indeed, the only
record that | have of this car is as
a cover car on a special
supplement in ‘Motor’ magazine,
called “50 Years On”, a special
tribute to half a century of
Triumph cars, dated 5th May,
1973, halcyon days indeed!

The second photo emphasises
the all-Ireland nature of the

sacrificed with
its hard and
soft tops, door
glass, fuel tank
and necessary
fittings, and all
this was
completely
rebuilt with
new floors,
sills and body
off chassis
rebuild.

show, which was good to see,
with this very smart red Mkl
Vitesse Saloon, up from the

far from a cheap pastime, yet I'm
pleased to say, we have many
TSSC members.

Republic, where motoring can be

The GT6 has been on the road
since April 1995 and has covered
over 8000 miles in daily use, as
well as show meets. He still has a

lot of inside work to do, as well as
fitting a new hood, but it has been

Triumph All British Car Meet 95.
David goes on to tell of his
Vitesse which is now well and
truly stripped down with new-
tread plates and minor holes
repaired. He is hoping to refit
body to chassis in the ‘near
future” and have it in a new coat
of paint in early 96.

He says that a friend of his has
a Mkl Vitesse convertible, but his
remains the only genuine Mkl|
convertible in Canada. “We are
still trying to arrange the set
when we can meet up outside
one of the many English pubs
here and have these two rare
RHD convertibles parked beside
one another, | will send photos”
(David, we cannot wait!). David
says he is doing his best as Area
Organiser, but it isn’t easy as
members are spread very thin in
Canada which is a very large
country. Not to worry David, we

To complete this
selection, I've just
received a letter from our
Capadian Area Organiser,
David Stock (87/16784),
up in Picton, Ontario in
Canada. He has kindly
sent in a couple of photos
of his GT6 convertible.
He relates that his car is
pure GT6 Il with rotoflex,
Mkl dash, overdrive and

really do appreciate
all you can do to
spread the Triumph
‘gospel’, remember
that every new
member matters, as
does every single
Triumph saved from
the scrapyard!

David also says
“what a great club it
is to be part of, even
from way over

6 cylinders with the
power bulge on the bonnet. A
Mkill Spitfire rear body tub was

&>

well received at all the shows,
including Best GT6 at the Toronto

here”. That's very
nice to hear, we do try! Happy
New Year to one and all.

MONTE CARLO
RA

I..Y, the story continued.

Preparation of the 2000, which
ran in the rally as a Group Il car,
was still in its early stages during
our visit. However, this is what
happens to it.

an alternator, and a rubber sleeve
is fitted over the glass bow! of the
fuel pump to protect it from
damage. Air horns and twin coils
are fitted and the bonnet is painted
black. This, of course doesn’t
actually make the car go any
faster, but was done originally as
an anti glare move for the Liege,

two pin socket, and a TR3
overdrive switch is also fitted.

Rev-counter and oil pressure gauge in
special housing on the 2000.

Triumph 2000 for the Monte Carlo Rally and has since been
features a 145 b.h.p. Group llf engine. This is  retained as a means of
fitted with a special head, camshaft and triple  identification. This
42 DCOE Webers. Other modifications include bites two ways, and in

an alternator, air horns, and twin coils the official film of the

For a start, nothing is done to
the existing suspension except
the fittings of competition
dampers and a limited slip rear
axle. The engine is equipped
with a special head, camshaft
and three, yes three, twin choke
Weber 42DCOE carburettors. No
modifications are made to the
bottom end, and in Group lil
form the engine gives around
145bhp. An oil cooler is not
fitted, but the dynamo is
changed, as on the Spitfire, for

RAC Rally most of the
action centres, not around the
works 2000s but on a privately
owned / entered F*rd C*rt*na,
which has a black painted bonnet!
Inside the car the existing dash
layout is retained, regulations
again and is supplemented by a
binnacle containing rev counter
and oil pressure gauge, mounted
on top of the facia and angled
towards the driver. In front of the
navigator there is the usual cluster,
Tripmaster, clock, horn, button and

Valerie Piries’s car receiving attention i

Yo
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n the Standard Triumph competition department

So far as the seats are
concerned, the existing seat, the
subject of a good deal of praise
in our road test, is more than
good enough for the co-driver,
with the addition of a head rest,

and this
provides
all he
needs.
For the
driver, a
new seat
produced
by the
Coventry
Hood and

Sidescreen Co. for the Bond
Equipe is now fitted. Lighting
problems are solved by the
existing four headlight system,
using iodine filament bulbs, and
spot and fog lamps mounted on
the tripod pattern. The normal 14
gallon fuel tank and filler are
retained, and the battery is
located in the boot.

On the Spitfire bonnet itself, a
“works special” which is not
available to private owners, is an
outstandingly smart piece of
panel beating incorporating two
additional headlamps as well as
those fitted in the wings. These
contain iodine filament bulbs
and the extra
lamps are
provided to give a
dipped beam. On
top of all this are
two fog lamps,
mounted on the
front bumper, and
a single spotlamp,
also with an iodine
filament bulb,is
mounted high up
on the nose of the
car,using the now
usual tripod
arrangement.
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A reversing lamp is mounted
astern, and two of the three
works cars have a swivelling roof
lamp. These lights are wired so
that the two normal headlamps,
the two supplementary
headlamps and the central spot
famp may be used individually
or all together, a state of affairs
which is likely to be pretty
unfortunate for anyone coming
the other way. So far as the
Spitfire crew is concerned,
however, it turns night into day
in no mean manner.

A multi point connector enables
the bonnet to be removed without
disturbing the somewhat involved
wiring of the headlamps and
spotlights, and there are additional
bonnet straps to make sure that the
bonnet doesn’t have to rely on
gravity if it should happen to get
bent so that the normal catches no
fonger feel up to the job.

Inside the car, a good deal
depends, naturally, on what the
particular crew wants — Lampinen,
for example, was given a left hand

markings, 8000 rpm rev counter,
set on a slant to make the top
end visible through the steering
wheel, water temperature and
fuel gauges. As well as these, two
auxiliary panels are fitted, that on
the left of the car containing the
navigator’s equipment, a 2-pin
plug for a map magnifier, a
chronometer, Halda Tripmaster
and the horn button for the air
horns (labelled “panic button” on
Valerie Pirie’s car, which once
contained a label reading “Have
you remembered your hand

in the bonnet sides there are
slatted air vents which permit the
extraction of hot air from around
" the engine when the

drive car for the Monte. Common
to all of them however, are the
instruments. The regulations

bag?” in front of the driver).

On the driver's end of the facia

undertray is fitted. An oil
cooler is fitted in front of
the water radiator as on
the Stage Il test car, and
two speed wipers are
fitted. Although Graham
Robson, Triumph’s
Competitions Secretary
told us, he couldn’t
remember the last time
they suffered from ignition
trouble, a spare coil, all
ready wired up and ready
to be connected to the
distributor, is fitted, just in
case. The brake pipes are
protected from flying

are an oil pressure
gauge and an ammeter,
while a flexible map
reading light is mounted
on top of the facia in
front of the navigator.
All the lighting switches
are clearly labelled and
focated in the area
normally reserved for
the fitting of the radio,
and a second rear view
mirror for the navigator
is fitted.

NB. These last two
photocopies depict a
1964 specification rally

stones by coil springs and
competition pads, linings and
high boiling point brake fluid are
of course fitted.
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require that the existing dashboard
must be retained, so that car starts
off with the basic speedometer,

calibrated in kph with smaller mph

Spitfire.

Until next month, Happy New

Year and take care if driving on
icy roads!  #
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ne of the more
noticeable aspects of
~— modified six-cylinder
Triumph engines is the number
fitted with an incorrect and/or
poorly modified distributor
and ignition system.

Both the Vitesse 2L and Mkl engines were
fitted with the Lucas 22 D6 type distributor with a
mechanical tachometer drive take off. Externally
there is very little difference between the 2L and
Mkt variants, however detail changes were made to
both the vacuum and centrifugal advance curves for
the Mkll consistent with the improved volumetric
efficiency and slightly faster combustion rate of this
engine. Interchangeability is possible provided the
respective advance mechanisms are also changed.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE
2 LITRE VITESSE

IGNITION

versions this was replaced with a thin metal thrust
washer which effectively moved the driving dog
upwards along the centre shaft, in turn the body

of the distributor had to move further down into the

engine block for the driving dog to engage correctly.

This was achieved by a different clamp plate. The
early clamp plate fits onto the raised part of the
main body, the latter type with a smaller internal
bore fits below the raised section. Make sure

you use the correct type of clamp plate for

the distributor being used.

BASIC PRINCIPALS

In order to get the best from the ignition system
and especially if it is to be modified, it is essential
to understand how the individual components
work and how they are inter-related.

The system was pioneered by Charles Kettering
and is known as the Kettering Ignition.

IGNITION COIL

Battery voltage is stepped up from 12 volts to
the 10,000 - 15,000 volts required to jump the
electrode gap of a sparking plug by the processes
of electromagnetic induction and electromagnetism.
A voltage (electromotive force EMF) is produced in
a wire whenever the wire moves across lines of

magnetic force,

MODEL PARTNO. | VACUUM | CENTRIFUGAL STATIC | ernatively if the
ADVANCE ADVANCE SETTING | _ire remained
VITESSE 2L 41168 11 deg max | 10 deg max (Dist} | 13 deg BTDC| stationary and the
VITESSE MKII 41273 13 deg max { 13 deg max (Dist) | 10 deg BTDC ! magnetic force was
VITESSE I} MODIFIED (TYPICAL) | not reqd. 11 deg max (Dist) | 06 deg BTDC | moved around the

The Lucas 22 D6 distributor is far superior in
terms of reliability, spares availability and ease of
modification compared with the Delco Remy unit
fitted to the GT6. Just as to why the Vitesse was
fitted with a Lucas distributor and the GT6 fitted
with a Delco Remy unit on an otherwise
identical specification engine is unclear
and somewhat subjective.

Early distributors had a thick Bakelite type thrust
washer fitted above the driving dog, on later

wire will produce
the same effect, a voltage will be produced when
the relative positions of the magnetic field and wire
are changed provided a linkage occurs. A magnetic
field is also produced around a wire when an
electric current is passed through it. Once again

if the lines of force in a magnetic field can be
made to link with another wire it will result

in a voltage being induced in that wire also.

The voltage induced in this wire depends

on the rate of which the linkages occur

and the strength of the magnetic field.

The ignition coil has two windings,
primary and secondary, both
windings are wound around
a laminated iron core. The
secondary winding consists
of approximately 20,000 turns
of fine wire whilst the primary
winding has approximately 200
turns of thicker wire. The primary
winding is fitted to the outside of
the secondary winding for better
heat dissipation and is connected
to the two low tension (LT)
connections to the top of the coil
either marked SW + CB (older units)
or positive (+) and negative (- ). The ends of the
secondary winding are connected to the primary
winding and to the High Tension (HT) terminal
respectively. The assembly is fitted into an
aluminium body, filled with insulating oil and
sealed. When the contact breaker or points are
closed battery voltage via the ignition switch is
supplied to the primary winding which produces
lines of magnetic force, when the circuit is broken
by the contact breaker, current no longer flows
through the primary winding, the magnetic force
collapses which results in the linkages with the
secondary winding also collapsing, the speed of
which induces a voltage in the secondary winding.
As the secondary winding has approximately one
hundred times more wire turns than the primary
the voltage induced is also stepped up one hundred
times. All Lucas ignition coils have the secondary
winding arranged to provide a negative spark at
the centre electrode of the sparking plug, using
the engine as a positive electrode. This is because
electrons flow more readily from a hot surface to
a cold one and electron flow from a conductor is
negative to positive. If the ignition coil low tension
connections are reversed there is a noticeable
reduction in HT spark performance, as much
as 40 % due to the HT spark being positive.

DISTRIBUTOR

The distributor performs four main functions:

Providing the switching medium for the low
tension circuit {contact breaker). Deliver the high
tension spark to the sparking plug in the correct
sequence (rotor arm, cap and leads). Change
ignition timing relative to engine speed
(centrifugal advance). Change ignition timing
refative to load, overrun etc (vacuum advance).

The contact breaker is often referred to as points,
it has two tungsten contacts one is fixed, the other

is attached to a pivoting arm assembly of which
the heel is in contact with a six sided cam driven
by the camshaft. The six sided cam provides firing
angles of 0, 60, 120, 180, 240 and 300 degrees
degrees of crankshaft rotation. Each firing angle
accounts for approximately 23 degrees of crank-
shaft rotation (contact breaker open), the remaining
37 degrees (contact breaker closed) is referred to
as'the dwell period and is a more accurate method
in setting the contact breaker gap. A small breaker
gap results in a longer dwell period producing
better HT sparks and high speed performance, but
with increased arcing and wear. A larger breaker
gap results in a smaller dwell period, poor HT
sparks and high speed performance, but a reduced
contact breaker wear rate. The standard setting of
0.015 in is a compromise between the two.

Distributor lubrication points
and contact breaker adjustment.

A capacitor of 0.18-0.25 Microfarads is connected
across the contact breaker to reduce arcing by
providing an alternative path for the induced
primary current which would otherwise flow
across the points resulting in excessive burning
and a short service life. Additionally, when the
capacitor becomes fully charged, it immediately
discharges back into the primary circuit which
enhances the collapse of the magnetic field.

The HT spark generated by the ignition coil is
conveyed to the centre electrode. of the distributor
cap by the coil lead, sometimes referred to as the
king lead. The distributor cap has an additional
six electrodes (six cylinder engine) equally spaced
around its circumference, the HT spark is transferred
to the rotor arm by a spring loaded carbon brush,
as the rotor arm passes it passes close to the
electrodes, the system is arranged for a spark to
occur when the rotor arm is close to an electrode
in the cap, the spark is transferred to the electrode
then to the spark plug by the high tension leads in
the correct sequence (1,5,3,6,2,4) firing order. The
rotor arm used for the six cylinder is longer than the
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four cylinder one although the rotor arms are
marked either 4 or 6 it is not unusual to find the
wrong one fitted. The original genuine Lucas rotor
arm for the six cylinder engine has an integral
moulded counterbalance weight, this type is no
longer supplied by Rover. Enquiries with them
suggested that the counterbalancing effect was
causing the shaft bearings to fail prematurely
which | find rather odd considering an out of
balance component generally causes this not

a balanced one. My own dyno testing would
suggest the original Lucas counterbalanced
rotor arm produced less timing errors at high
RPM than the current one now supplied.

When the mixture is ignited in the combustion
chamber, it does not spontaneously burn {or
explode) instead a small amount is ignited in the
combustion chamber, it does not spontaneously
burn (or explode) instead a small amount ignites,
called the flame front, this steadily ignites the
remaining mixture until full combustion takes
place. There is a delay from the initial flame front
to full mixture propagation and is called the speed
of combustion. Factors such as air/fuel ratio,
compression ratio, camshaft timing, temperature,
combustion chamber design and inlet/exhaust
design/constraints determine the speed of
combustion. The speed of combustion of an
engine is virtually constant and this has to be taken
into consideration as engine revolutions rise. ldeally
the HT spark should occur just before the piston
reaches top dead centre (TDC) when the engine
speed is increased the HT spark has to occur earlier
in the cycle in order to achieve this. As the engine
speed rises the centrifugal advance mechanism
automatically advances the ignition timing. This
system consists of two bob weights which move
outwards under centrifugal force advancing
advancing the cam post, maximum advance is
determined by the length of the cam foot which
contacts a fixed stop when maximum advance is
reached and two small springs control the rate of
advance. The advance measured in degrees of
distributor cam rotation (double the figure for
crankshaft rotation) is stamped on the cam foot.
The advance curve of any engine is arrived at only
after extensive testing. An engine using an incorrect
advance curve will at best not reach maximum
efficiency and at worse be an unresponsive mess
with a tendency to self destruct.

The vacuum advance unit is designed to alter the
ignition timing under conditions of part load and
overrun where the mixture charge is lighter, cylinder
compressions less with a slower rate of combustion,
it improves fuel economy and reduces emissions.

It consists of a spring loaded diaphragm, one side is
connected to the inlet manifold by a small diameter
pipe which reacts to manifold depression, the other
side is connected to the distributor baseplate by a
spring. The baseplate consists of two parts, one
plate is permanently fixed to the distributor body
the other plate is allowed to rotate within certain
constants on the other under the action of the
vacuum advance module. This effectively moves
the contact breaker towards the direction of drive
of the cam lobe, advancing the ignition timing.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE
STANDARD COMPONENTS

Once an engine has been modified to produce
more power, some if not all of the factors which
effect the speed of combustion are in some way
altered resulting in the original distributor advance
curve being unsuitable. In an ideal world the tuning
concern who sold the modified parts would have
thoroughly tested them previously and would be
in a position to advise on the advance curve
requirements and supply the appropriate distributor
or at least the necessary parts to convert your
existing one. Unfortunately, this is seldom the case.
There is no real alternative other than to have the
engine set up on a rolling road. Establishing the
starting point is not too difficult, with the engine
set at fast idle the distributor is rotated until
maximum RPM is obtained, this should be a
few degrees nearer TDC than the standard setting
indicating the speed of combustion has been
increased. If the new setting has remained the same
or now moved further away from TDC would
indicate there is a problem, possibly fuel mixture,
camshaft timing, a mis-match of tuning components
or you have wasted your money on modified
components which simply do not work. The latter
is not as uncommon as people might think.

Some of the best modified Triumph Six cylinder
engines I've tested have an optimum idle setting
of 6 degrees BTDC which is pretty fast combustion
particularly for an old fashioned squish turbulence
design of combustion chamber. Once the low speed
setting has been optimised the engine is then run up
under load and the optimum timing setting is plotted
at 500 RPM increments until the maximum advance
requirement is reached. Inevitably as the speed of
combustion has increased the amount of centrifugal
advance need to be reduced, this can only be
achieved by replacing the cam assembly for one
with a longer cam foot. Luckily a host of six cylinder
Triumphs and Jaguars of the period were fitted with
the same type of distributor and are a useful source
of spare parts. It is the cam foot contacting a fixed
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stop which determines the total amount of advance,
the control springs only determine the rate of
advance, if the advance curve needs to be

reduced, you are not going to achieve it by

simply playing with an assortment of springs
despite what other people might think.

As previously mentioned the vacuum advance
boosts fuel economy and.reduces emissions under
certain conditions, unfortunately there comes a
point when it has to be disconnected due to the
problems of over advancement of the ignition
timing resulting in incurable ‘pinking’. The engine
has to be in quite a high state of tune before it
becomes a problem and happens much later than
most people think. Other problems arise due to
poor low speed inlet depressions, erratic / irregular
induction pulses usually as a result of fitting a fong
duration camshaft with multiple fixed jet carburettor
installations with the poorly designed inlet
manifolding not helping matters dictate that
the vacuum advance has to be removed:as.its
operation under these conditions becomes etratic.

If the vacuum assembly is disconnected (supply
pipe) the two pieces of the distributor base plate
will need to be fixed together as under certain
engine speeds the assembly is subject to vibration
and resonance which will introduce timing errors,
the vernier adjustment will also.be lost. On the
TR5/6 the vacuum advance capsule was replaced
with a module which retained the vernier
adjustment. The distributor on my own GT6 is a
Vitesse / Cooper S hybrid. The internals-are Vitesse
with a suitably modified advance curve; the bottom
half of the casing with tachometer drive is also
Vitesse with the top machined away and replaced
with the top section from a Cooper S one which
has no vacuum advance or any facility to fit one.
| certainly went over the top with this,

A characteristic of a modified engine is the
narrowing of the power band which peaks at a
higher RPM. The first problem concerns contact
breaker bounce (points bounce). This occurs
when the heel of the contact breaker'¢an no longer
accurately follow the cam lobe due to insufficient
spring pressure at the higher operational RPM. Early
distributors were fitted with a long pin base plate
and three piece contact breaker (approx. 19-23 oz
spring pressure). Later versions were fitted with a
short spring base plate and a one piece ‘quick fit’
contact breaker assembly. Using the earlier long
pin plate allows the fitting of the 320z Cooper §
contact breaker which moves the onset of ‘points
bounce’ higher up the RPM scale and usually
beyond the operating range of the engine.

>

Another problem concerns the reduction of HT
spark performance due to a reduction of ignition
coil recharge time as the RPM increases which is
inconsistent with moving peak power to a higher
RPM. Additionally during this period the camshaft
is setting up areas of high flow (coming on cam)
where cylinder compressions are at their highest,
the higher the compression the higher the voltage
required in order for the HT spark to jump the
sparking plug electrode. This is all happening at
a time when HT performance is deteriorating.

A high energy (Sports) coil is a worthwhile
upgrade having an increased ratio of turns of
wire in the secondary winding (sometimes both)
producing a higher induced voltage. Its location
on the cylinder block is less than ideal as heat is
readily transferred from the engine and electrical
components are sensitive to temperature. Relocating
the ignition coil to the bulkhead as per 4 cylinder
models is worthwhile. Ballasted systems offer
some advantages apart from improved ‘cold start’
performance, the primary winding of a ballasted
ignition coil has a lower inductance to resistance
increasing the speed of the magnetic field improving
high speed operation and the heat generated in the
primary circuit is shared with the ballast resistor
resulting in the ignition running cooler. The GT6
MkIl and ‘early Mkill were fitted with & ballasted
system utilising a separate ballast resistor whilst
the late Mkl has a resistive supply wire. Good
quality ignition leads are a must, copper cored
wire works very well although must be correctly
suppressed for the HT circuit to function correctly
and to avoid: upsetting your neighbours with RF
interference, There is now a healthy supply of
both 7mm and 8mm silicon ignition leads and
they make an ideal choice. Electricity will flow to
the path.of least resistance so it is important that
all-the components in the HT circuit are kept clean
and are as in new condition. Individual ignition
leads should be kept separate from each other
and not all tied together in an attempt to enhance
the under bonnet appearance.

ELECTRONIC IGNITION

Electronic ignition has been around for over the
Jast twenty years, the early systems were viewed as
somewhat of a ‘gimmick’; it was not until Chrysler
UK introduced electronic ignition as standard on
the face-lifted Avenger in 1976 with most other
major motor manufacturers following shortly
afterwards that the benefits of these systems were
taken seriously. The main factors for this were to
increase servicing intervals and reduce emissions,
This was made possible due to the high-levels of
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accuracy and stability over long periods of time
from a contactless system. By contrast this could
not be achieved with the conventional contact
breaker ignition. In the following years the
aftermarket was flooded with retro fit electronic
systems which left the potential buyer with an
almost unlimited if not confusing choice. Today

the number of older vehicles using contact breaker
ignition has rapidly declined since the seventies and
naturally the number of retro fit electronic systems
has also contracted with only a handful left to
choose from. Electronic ignitions mainly fall

into two categories, contact breaker assisted or
contactless. These two categories can be further
sub-divided into systems which further enhance

the output of the HT circuit and those which do not.

Early systems were known as Transistor Assisted
Contact (TAC), with this system a power transistor is
used to switch the current on and off of the primary
winding of the ignition coil. The contact breaker
was retained to provide the switching for the power
transistor. Although current was still being passed
through the contact breaker, it was significantly
reduced which solved the problem of arcing
although the problem of contact breaker heel wear
was still apparent. Although these systems offered
reduced maintenance they offered no improvement
over a well maintained standard system as the dwell
period could not be increased. The contact breaker
is opened quickly to ensure timing accuracy but
needs to-be closed more slowly to avoid bounce.
Contactless ignition systems provide faster switching
time and as a result increase the dwell period
resulting in enhanced HT output. Modeérn systems
supply sufficient spark energy to fire even the most
fouled plug under the most difficult of conditions.

Systems which enhance HT performance are
usually (but not all) capacitive discharge based.
Here the ignition coil works in a different way.

A capacitor steps up the nominal battery voltage
(12V) to 300-500 volts (dependent on system) and
discharges it into the coil primary winding. The coil
now acts as a step-up transformer with an output
as high as 45,000 volts and runs cool to the touch.
The main drawback with a Capacative discharge

is a very short spark duration as the capacitor(s)
instantaneously discharges the voltage into the coil
compared to the conventional slower collapse of
the magnetic field, the higher outputs would
readily find deficiencies in tired components

such as distributor cap leads etc. Misfires

were common with early systems.

It is perceived by many that the contact breaker is
the Achilles heel of the ignition system and should

>

be disposed of at the earliest opportunity.

As previously mentioned the effects from the
primary problem of contact arcing can be
minimised with simple routine maintenance.

All club cars were fitted with distributors for use
with contact breakers, apart from switching the

LT circuit the contact breaker assembly influenced
other distributor functions, some of which are quite
subtle and not always readily apparent. The contact
breaker heel is spring loaded against the cam lobe
which effectively places a biasing action on the
centre shaft minimising the effects of worn shaft
bearings. This action also acts as a damper as the
centre shaft is subject to resonance, additionally
the tachometer drive necessitates a longer shaft
with the inherent loadings from the drive cable
and instrument not helping matters. The centrifugal
advance mechanism is relatively basic and is prone
to hysteris and sticking, and action of the contact
breaker introduces a vibration into the centre shaft
helps to overcome these problems.

If the contact breaker is to be replaced in favour of
a contactless system, the pick up must emulate the
action of the contact breaker as closely as possible
in order for the distributor to perform correctly.
Only magnetic type pick ups can do this (reluctor
or hall effect). The magnetic attraction biases the
centre shaft towards the pick up, this effect also acts
as a damper. The frictionless ‘notchiness’ created
when the magnets pass one another set up the
vibration needed to keep the centrifugal advance
functioning correctly. It is no coincidence that by
far the most popular pick up used by the large motor
manufacturers is magnetic (reluctor). In contrast,
optical pickups cannot emulate these actions. The
Triumph Six (2L) can suffer from a period of rough
running between 6000-6500 RPM, this is normally
due to either a defective front damper (pulley) due
to oil leaking past the front oil seal contaminating
the rubber insert or ignition timing scatter due to
centre resonance, this is quite common when the
contact breaker has been substituted for a non
magnetic type pick up.

The choice to go contactless or not is really down
to personal preferences as there are some excellent
systems available for both. How much to spend is
dictated by your own budget, the state of tune of
the engine and what you want from a system.

HT capacity of the Lucas 22 D6 is restricted to
approximately 30,000-50,000 volts due to the
relatively small diameter body/cap assembly.
Voltages above this can occasionally cause
problems of cross firing due to the closely spaced
electrodes. No alternative larger diameter distributor
can be fitted due to the limited space between the

BRITISH MOTOR
HERITAGE APPROVED

SPITFIRE
GTo6
HERALD
VITESSE

ARTHUR STREET, LAKESIDE, REDDITCH, WORCS, B98 8JY
Tel: Redditch (01527) 520880 Fax: (01527) 520730

PANELWORK EXTRAVAGANZA

BONNET/CHASSIS: SPIT 1V/1500 & GT6 Il

Front Corner Valance Assy ................. 41.00
Large Valance Mounting Bracket ............. 3.00
Small Valance Mounting Bracket ............. 2.00
Headlamp Support Panel .................. 15.00
Headlamp Support Lower Repair ............ 10.75
Front Wing (Original) ..................... 22.00
Front Quter Wheel Arch ................... 22.00
Front inner WheelArch . ................... 25.00
Front Qutrigger ...........ccoiiinnnn, 17.00
Chassis Front Cross Rail Assy .............. 20.50

MAIN BODY: ALL MODELS SPIT/GT6

Four Piece Sill Kit (OE Copy Sill) ............ 34.00
APostFillerPane! ........................ 7.00
Main Floor Repair Panel - Full Length ........ 39.50
A Post Lower RepairPanel ................. 15.75
Dash/Floor Mounting Bracket ................ 8.25
BPostPanel .............. ... .. ... 19.50
Boot FloorPanel ...................... ... 54.00
HeelBoard Assy .................ccovvnt. 19.00
BatteryBox ................. ... ... 10.00

ALL PRICES
INCLUDE
VAT AT 17.3%
CARRIAGE EXTRA

MAIN BODY: SPIT 1V/1500 & GT6 Il

{Rear Wing (Original) ................... 98.00*
* Rear Wing (Original) GT6LH .......... 109.00*
Rear 1/4 Wing RepairFront . ................. 8.00
Rear 1/4 Wing RepairRear ................. 10.00
Rear Inner Wing Outer Arch Repair .......... 30.00
Rear Inner Wing Rear Corner Repair ......... 10.50
Rear Lamp Panel - SpitOnly ............... 70.00
Lower Rear Valance ...................... 28.00
Door Skin ..o 22.50
BootLid-SpitOnly ...................... 133.00
Boot Lid Gutters - SpitOnly ................ 19.00

MAIN BODY: SPIT I/lll & GT6 i/il

Rear Wing (Original) .. .................... 55.00
Rear Valance Panel ...................... 37.50
DoorSkin ............. .. ... il 22.00
BootLid-SpitOnly ...................... 130.00

MISCELLANEQUS

Stainless Steei Oversills ............... 41.50 pair
Radius Arm Bracket- Spit .................. 6.00
Replacement Window Channel - Spit ......... 28.00

Stainiess Steel Tread Plates With Logo . . . .11.50 pair

PHONE
FOR FREE
CATALOGUE STATING
MODEL REQUIRED




OVER 25 TRIUMPHS
INSTOCK
FOR SALE
Spitfire 1978, this car has been the subject of full
bodywork restoration ...... £3650
Spitfire Mk3, wire wheels, superb original car,
aintwork not perfect but very sound car............ £2350
onvertible Vitesse, 2 litre

drives superbly in red with white strip
Spitfire 1500,/Bood solid car ....c........

COLLECTION SERVICE—RING ROBERT

FREEMANS DEPOT,
STANBRIDGE ROAD, BILLINGTON,
LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS.

(01525) 378078 Open office hours mon-sat

GB

SPORTS CARS

A SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPARES
jamemmesm FROM OUR LARGE STO CKeremesmmoss

6 Mk3 bonnet requires work..
. BODYSHELLS
1, O/Drive, looks and Stag bodyshell, fairly sound
-.-£3250| Spitfire Mk4/1500, only needs small amount of work.........
....£2250| Spitfire 1500 shell, vsxa 00Q.1srirnreieiir et et

1000s SECONDHAND
__SPITFIRE SPARES

BONNET

Spitfire Mk4/1500, does need few panels, generally sound £185
£195

5

6 Mk3, O/Drive, fully restored a.‘f;;;}.years ago, in GT6 Rotadl. Db v E‘f HAFTS cas
it i £ otaflex, complete, per 8ide ....occvvinirneiricvesirorereenninnees
Bitsh racing green 4000 Spitfire, complete p ........ .I?£41 ¢ Early type civenennns £35

CARS FOR RESTORATION - NO M.O.T. } GEARBOXE
Spitfire Mk4, fitted with 1500cc engine.... ...£995] GT6, O/Drive gearbox, complete ......ccoeevvirerenrererevesnninnins £295
Spitfire 1500, good running order... -£895| ROLL BAR, suitable Spitfire MK4/1500 .c...vuu.vvvverersecersnneensi£40
Spitfire Mk3, requires full restoration... .£650{ HOOD FRAMES from 0Dy o..ooverveccusssscnmsimmssnssensre s ssarsisnians £41
6 Mk3, good running car ............... ...£850 ) DOORS

P ereceedeoe0eee0e060¢ae o aGl6Doorsrequire newski. o, £30 each

WE BUY GOOD CONDITION TRIUMPHS ssxsxs s NEW SPARESx«s<« ‘
WE ALSO REQUIRE RESTORATION HOODS-—Mk4/1500, STILL ONLY .....oov.. £65 (with zip rear window)
CARPET SETS, Spitfire - all models, only.....ouovvcninreevennnnns £59
AND SPARES CARS NEW MK4/1500 BODDeE crcvvvrrevererrce £495

ALL PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT

Hemel

{
Hempstead
12miles ﬂ

Leighton
Buzzard

GB SPORTS CARs 2Miles

BEAT THIS! CAR CARPETS

: ® 5 YEARS GUARANTEE
FREE 2" THICK SOUNDPROOFING KIT WITH EVERY CARPET

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE. FiND THE LOWEST PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE FOR
YOUR CAR, KNOCK OFF €5 AND SEND US A CHEQUE OR QUOTE CARD
NUMBER.

‘PRICES INCLUDE VAT
AND POSTAGE’
01933 223602 7DAYS

Alfa Romeo, Alvis, American, Aston Martin,

ALL COLOURS

Audi, Austin, Bedford, Bentley, BMW, FULL SET
Bristol, Citroen, Colt, Daf, Daihatsu, £85 LESS
Datsun, Ferrari, Fiat, Ford, Healey, Honda, THAN ‘”YBET;;
Hyundai, Isuzu, Jaguar, Jeep, Jensen, Lada,

Lamborghini, Lancia, Land-Rover, Limousines, Lotus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG,
Mini, Mitsubishi, Morgan, Nissan, NSU, Opel, Panther, Peugeot, Porsche,
Rover, Range-Rover, Reliant, Renault, Rolls-Royce, Saab, Seat, Skoda,
Subaru, Sunbeam, Suzuki, Talbot, Toyota, Triumph, Vauxhall, Volkswagen,

Volvo, Yugo. MOST CARS AVAILABLE.

A

SPORTS CAR HOODS. NOT MADE FROM UNSUPPORTED PLASTIC

VINYL ROOF KITS/HOODS i remon HeroLmmas

FROM ONLY

EASY 50

TO FIT E]p?;sizi"
5 YEAR MADE FROM
GUARANTEE QUALITY

SPORTS CAR HOODS MATERIALS

MGB £85 - Midget €75  FROM ONLY
Spitfire £75 £17.50 +
Vit/Her. £85 £4.50 P&P
TR7 £65 - TR6 £75  COMPLETE

Available for ALMOST ANY car in
black, grey, dark blue, white, fight/-
dark brown vinyl with leather grain
finish. Raised saddle stitched
seams. 5-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL
GUARANTEE — if it loses its ap-
pearance another will be sent FREE
OF CHARGE. All kits include
CHROME LOOK EDGING, AD-
HESIVE AND INSTRUCTIONS.
State type of car. SOUND
PROOFING MATERIAL, FELT
TYPE ¥2" thick, 54" wide, £5.50 per
yard, add £4.50 P&P. Carpet on the
rolt, 36" wide £7.50 per yard, 72"
wide £15 per yard.

HOODS. SUZUKI 413, 410,
DAIHATSU, STRADA, SCIMITAR,
2 CV, F20, F70, F75, ROCKEY AND

F80.

‘Our products are advertised by us in motoring magazines in the Unites States, Canada, Australia, Germany, Italy, Holland and Scandinavia.
PHONE 01933 223602. Quote name and address, post code, car, year, colour,
card number or CALL OUR DESPATCHER DIRECT on 01933 223602, 8am to 5pm Mon. to Friday, 8am to
12.30pm Saturday and Sunday. PRICES INCLUDE VAT. Send cheques/POs. 100% satisfaction or if returned
within 14 days, your money back. (Proprietor P.G. & $.M. Hughes).

MOTOR UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES, 14 ANNE ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS

MOT/UPH/595

&

distributor and cylinder head. Occasionally a high
power HT spark can literally burn a hole in the
cap cutting the engine immediately. Conventional
ignition systems generate high voltages as anyone
who has received shocks from it will testify. Due to
the low amperage of these systems HT shocks do
not cause too many problems unless suffering
from a heart condition. Modern electronic
systems generate much higher voltages with
higher amperages and HT shocks from these

can cause serious injuries and be fatal.

Obviously it is not possible for me to test all
the products available and for this reason | am
reluctant to make recommendations. I have listed
here the systems that | have found to work well on
the Triumph engine. No bias is intended against
other systems not listed.

CONTACT SYSTEMS

I have found the Microdynamics range of
electronic systems to be excellent. They employ a
process called Enhanced Feedback Control Dwell.
This process monitors the supply voltage, engine
temperature, etc) and alters the dwell period
accordingly with a coil recharge time comparable
with capacity discharge. | have thoroughly tested

this system and can confirm it does what the
manufacturers claim. Although primarily

designed for use with the contact breaker it

can also be triggered by a magnetic pick-up.

Autotronics (USA) manufacture

MSD (Multiple Spark Discharge)
which are high powered
systems designed for both
contact breaker and
@ The range of ignition
3 components from

Capacitive Discharge type
&5
C s preaker ¢
/ magnetic triggering.
=== this company are

difficult to obtain. The main kit, consisting of the
ignition module, wiring harness, etc, is still available
but costs over £100. The distributor kit containing
the individual parts necessary to convert the 22 D6
have been obsolete for some time although the kit
frequently turns up at auto-jumbles.

Maobelec systems which utilise a magnetic
reluctor pick up.

SPARKING PLUGS

The sparking plugs are the last link in the HT

circuit, the length of the centre electrode and
degree of insulation

determine \
the heat
range. At
one end of
the scale
they have
to run
sufficiently
cold to prevent the centre electrode
becoming incandescent which would spontaneously
ignite the mixture or the tip melting resulting in a
holed piston. At the other end they have to run
sufficiently hot to

N -qg‘— burn off excess
w% carbon build up
X |, (self cleaning).
‘-“\ An engine
., modified to
l.\\::,/”" produce more
B) Power will also
~ produce more heat
necessitating the use
of a different grade of sparking plug, NGK plugs
give excellent results under all conditions. Race
type plugs are only necessary under racing

conditions, ie, the engine is producing
maximum power most of the time.

staggering. Systems MANUFACTURER] STANDARD | FAST ROAD RACE
start from the basic electronic ignition CHAMPION N9Y N7Y N6Y
upgrade to fully mapped/ programmable, NGK BP6ES BP7ES/EV BPSEV

magnetic crank-shaft triggering. (Flywheel
or front pulley) racing systems.

CT Spark. I have not noticed any advertisements
for this system in recent times.

CONTACTLESS SYSTEMS

I've obtained good results with the Lucas after-
market system. The system utilises a magnetic Hall
effect pick up, although the system is now quite

The electrode gap should be set at 0.025 for a
standard engine, this gap is usually increased if
a sports coil and/or electronic ignition is fitted,
follow manufacturers guidelines.

I would like to thank Lucas Electrical and
Microdynamics who were the only suppliers of
current off the shelf electronic ignition systems
who responded to requests for further detailed
technical information on their products. %
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BOD OR B PER
EMME F/WING | R/WING D/SKIN SILL | F/BUMPER |R/BUMPER | BONNET | BOOT LID | '/s VALANCE
HERITAGE HERITAGE

SPITFIRE mk iv/1500| £23.50 | £105.75 £25.00 £17.50 | £195.00 | £195.00 | £529.00 | £130.00 £48.75

B Ro S - GT6 MK3 £23.50 | £105.75 £25.00 £17.50 | £195.00 | £195.00 - - £48.75
BRITISH MOTOR HERITAGE HERALD £59.00 £71.95 £38.25 £17.75 Car Set £99.95 - - -
APPROVED DISTRIBUTOR VITESSE £82.00 £71.95 £38.25 £17.75 POA | POA - - -

QUALITY PARTS FOR BRITISH CLASSICS

CAR COVERS

By M 2 i ’ TAILORED - TOP QUALITY (ALL MODELS) _ £110.00 PRICES LISTED ARE FOR BLACK ~ OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE
MUDFLAPS (TRIUMPH LOGO) (PR) £12.50 PVC  PVC  PVC  CANVAS WMOWAR
Order LENHAM HARDTOP (SPIT MKIV/1500) £235.00 ECONOMY LUX _ ORIG

ALEY ROLLOVER BAR (PADDED) (SPIT IV/1500) £130.00 | | SPITFIRE IV/1500 £85.00 £105.00 £140.00 £145.00 £220.00
MOTOLITA STEERING WHEEL SPITFIRE Il £85.00 £110.00 - £150.00 POA
(WOOD OR LEATHER RIM) (ALL MODELS) £97.50 | | HERALD/VITESSE £95.00 £119.00 - £155.00 £235.00

_Buy direct from the UK's largest GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR A COPY OF THE
independent Triumph/Rover parts

e : CATALOGUE FOR YOUR CAR- BRAKES/SUSPENSION
specialist - everything under one roof. s TOP QUALITY TUFTED PILE (STITCHED) | |DISCS SPITFIRE/HERALD £16.50 | | ALL MODELS INC 5 WHEELS,
Our computerised ‘live’ stock control IT’S YOUR PASSPORT TO THE BEST PARTS Lt s gl v GTG/VITESSE £1875 | | FITTINGS & ACCESSORIES
: SPITFIRE IV/1500 STITCHED  £79.25| |PADS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £7.05 | [CHROME  £718.00
syﬂem ensur_es that ol’deﬂng from our SER"ICE THERE |S' MOULDED £155.00 GT6/VITESSE £11.75 | | PAINTED £512.50
comprehensive range of parts could . GT6 MK3 STITCHED  £97.50 | |REAR SHOES  SPITFIRE/HERALD £14.75
i g ¢ MOULDED _ £197.50 GT6/VITESSE £13.99
not be oasior, 5" part_s offered off the gl HERALD/VITESSE STITCHED  £76.00 | | FRONT SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS) INERTIA INC REEL. STALK
shelf for either immediate despatch by \\2 paw MOULDED £123.50 | | STANDARD £22.25 FITTINGS & INSTRUCTIONS
fast mail order or collection at our TO EACH OWNER M %"“’I‘ :;:'gg SPIT/GT6 (EACH) £31.50
sales counter where you can view our FULL SYSTEMS REAR SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS) ikl EALH) £32.50
classic car collection. SPITFIRE1500/1300 £137.95| | STANDARD £20.00
SPITFIRE TUBULAR MANIFOLD £117.50 | | SPAX £40.75 A FULL RANGE OF
GT6 MK3 £156.50 | | KONI £45.00 INTERIOR-TRIM 1S
THIS IS JUST A BRIEF HEARLD £98.00 | | FRONT SPRINGS FROM £17.95 STOCKED
SELECTION OF OUR VITESSE FROM £116.00 | | REAR SPRINGS FROM £66.50 PLEASE ENQUIRE
N .
HOW TO ORDER PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT @ 17.5%.
FOR EXPORT OUTSIDE EC DEDUCT 14.89%.
R W o o aseany, s e
HIGH SPECIFICATION, BENCH TESTED & THE PARTS YOU ) We reserve the right to alter prices without notice. This advertisement
CARRY 12 MONTHS OR 12000 MILE NEED FORYOUR replaces all previous adverts and offers therein.
GUARANTEE. FITTING ARRANGED FROM £125. PHONE: UK SALES: 01 522 568000 All parts offered subject to availability. Errors and Omissions Excepted.
UNLEADED ENGINES, HEADS & SHORT EXPORT SALES: (UK+44) 1522 526200 OPENING HOURS: FULL RANGE
ENGINES ALSO AVAILABLE. 24 HourAnsaphone.for. UN/Export Lines. MON - FRI 8.30am - 5.30pm, OF ACCESSORIES STOCKED -
SPITFIRE 1500 £610.00 ex FAX: UK: 01522 567600 SAT 8.30am - 1.30pm. REFER TO THE CATALOGUE.
1300 £610.00 ex EXPORT: (UK+44) 1522 567600
HEARLD  (ALL) £580.00 ex 24 Hour Service. 1
VITESSE__(ALL) £750.00 ex POST: Send . ) ] ;
H your Enquiry or Written Order
GT6 (ALL) £750.00 ex & Payment to:- RIMMER BROS LIMITED, PH 0 NE FC
UNLEADED GYLINDER HEADS TRIUMPH HOUSE, SLEAFORD ROAD, iag S ;
SPITFIRE 1500  RECON £195.00 ex BRACEBRIDGE HEATH, LINCOLN LN4 2NA, ' lmm
NEW £229.00 ENGLAND. : P URE da URUEH
SPITFIRE 1300 _ RECON EHEION o G, g Fil g ) IN PERSON: At our Shop and Sales Counter.
-mmq B== g S e EY X 2 e TG ” ML
GEARBOX (ALL MODELS) . CREDIT CARD  DEBIT CARD  CHARGE CARD  CHEQUE
NON 0/D (RECON) £165.00 ex POSTAL ORDER  BANK DRAFT  BANK TRANSFER  CASH BROS-
LESS 0/D (RECON) £165.00 ex
INC 0/D (RECON) £295.00 ex ASK ABOUT OUR
DIFFERENTIALS (RECON)
SPITFIRE/GT6 FROM £210.00 ex
e mowst= || GUSTOMER CARD HELPING TO PRESERVE BRITISH CLASSIC CARS

CED ey ——




?HERALD - VITESSE INTERIOR TRIM )

Newton Commercial specialises in
the manufacture of original speci-
fication interior trim. Our range of
Herald and Vitesse saloon trim
includes all items you require to
retrim one of these models
completely. Listed here are just a
few of the items we manufacture.

SEAT COVER KITS
FOAM CUSHIONS
SEAT STRAPS & DIAPHRAGMS
HEADLINING KITS
MOULDED CARPETS
ALL TRIM PANELS

For further information on these
and our SPITFIRE & GT6 trim
items, please send 34p in postage
stamps for our information packs.

BRITISH MOTOR

"TEL: 01728 832880

o] HERITAGE APPROVED

HAGGIS

HERALD/ VITESSE heavy duty quality outriggers,
ALL £12.50 EACH. STATE MODEL.

JUST IN- USA CARS from CALIFORNIA| Br;tlsh Cars
GT6 MKIII 1971 early s 619 Frogeye Sprite 1958  Spit METII Red. £1450
GT6 MKIII 1972 Austin Healey Sprite 1963 Early 1200 Sal. All H;st,gry
GT6 MKIII 1973 Various MGB Ruadsters i

TR4 1963 Coming soon E Type

TR6 1972 and TRS Int, both mint.

thought that the
readers would
like to know
about two ladies
now in semi
retirement but
most definitely
inseparable.

In November 1995, my mother,
Sylvia Seward celebrated her
seventy-third birthday, whilst
her beloved Vitesse was twenty
four back in June.

In 1971 my mother, who
did not start driving until the
age of 42 (passed first time),
relinquished the ownership of
her sweet Triumph Herald 12/50
and wanted something a little
more sporty.

The choice of car was more
of a result of fate than a process
of thought. On display in the
showroom at Julian’s of Reading
was a white convertible Mk 1|
Vitesse. Within thirty minutes
the deposit had been paid. |
have always felt sorry for the
man who came into the show-
room some ten minutes later
after the same vehicle. This
was the last Vitesse the garage
had available.

ADIYS CAR

The car has never had a pet
name. It has always been known
as Grandma'’s Car within the
family or more often simply as
‘The Vitesse’ with a degree of
pride and veneration. To have
a sporty Grandma has always
been a point of adoration for
the children and their friends,
especially when a ‘burn-up’
around the local country
lanes has been offered.

The two have never been parted
since their introduction except for
a major rebuild and facelift for 6
months in 1994 when the Vitesse
was brought up to a fairly high
standard and now feels very much
as she did when she was new.

So after a reasonably low mileage
life of 63,000 miles the Vitesse is
stifl used on a more or less daily
basis as the only form of transport.
This is not a Collector’s or Classic
Car. This is the very much loved
work horse.

As a car | have known all of it's
life, I do not recognise some of
the comments made in articles
and road reports of this model in
the glossy magazines, so | would
like to put the record straight. The
Mkt Vitesse convertible holds the
road very well for a fast tourer,
does not leak even with the

NATr S e~nrv=ar

original hood (which this car
possesses), and does not rattle
to death. But, to be honest,
convertibles are at their best and
heavenly with the hood down.

We all know that the joys

of driving a Vitesse are
innumerable. This one definitely
could and did eat MGB's for
breakfast. The silky smoothness
of the six cylinder engine is

gorgeous and the exhaust note

at 4000 plus revs is something

to cherish. Above all, the time
taken from 50 to 70 and onwards
in top would match a lot of
expensive and modern machinery.
On country roads which are now
more in keeping with those found
in the 1960’s and 70’s, the car
excels. The Ultimate Baby

Grand Tourismo which just

has what it takes.

For those on a country drive
in Oxfordshire who may come
across a lovely little white Mkll
Convertible Vitesse, you may
have come across a duo in
graceful retirement, now
savouring the “feel good”
factor, both of whom still
retain that little bit of zip
that they established back

in1971. %




A BIEN'TOT

TALLYE DES { (DLELRY

n May it seemed

like a good idea

- a real adventure
_— chance to travel,

" twice, Doune, South Wales, apart from all the other shows. Anyhow,

meet :peopie etc!l! with September came the “COLD FEET” (very cold) as this, combined
o with an invitation to stay the weekend with Chris and Hugh Roberts
and “That Vitesse” in Cornwall plus a visit to David Etheridge and his
wife in Devon, was going to mean a 2000 mile round trip, on my own
in a 27 year old car, with no experience of foreign driving. So a letter
was dispatched to Guy apologising and declining the trip, wishing
them all ‘Bon Voyage’, end of story so | thought — not a bit of it, much
faxing later, promises that there wouldn't be much driving on my own,
only Le Havre to Paris!!!, an invitation to spend the night before with
Guy and Mariette, then | would only have to ‘follow’ him, no

- A meeting with Guy and
Mariette Painchault, who,
having bought a Spitfire 1500,
decided to pay us a visit at
Club Headquarters, and during
conversation, they told me
of their plans through an
association called ‘Flotimage’,
of which Guy is president, to
organise a Rally exploring the
‘Perigod Noir’ region of the
Dordogne area of France.

Four days, three nights,
reasonable price, all inclusive,
wine etc. Middle of October,
perfect says |, just when | take
my holiday, send me the details,
minor points like never having
driven in France before,
travelling on my own,
maturing years, speaking
very little French etc,
ignored ‘THEN'!!

problems. Right says 1, ‘What the hell’. So all arrangements made, car
dispatched to Simon (now of Mechtrics), who originally rebuilt the car,
and does such a wonderful job of making sure that | am always safe on
my mammoth journeys and off | set, one Friday morning . . . FRIDAY
13th OCTOBER, to be exact (well I'm not superstitious — really!l) ,
(Angie is not superstitious at all, but note the way she bids ‘Good
morning’ to any straying magpies cause it's bad luck not so to do — JF).

The months went by, very fast,
| seem to have done so much,
met so many lovely people since
getting my ‘ex police GTé'
mobile again. Northern Ireland

AMNT\ICE T E= i b
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Lovely day, good trip down to
Cornwall, long but the ‘pretty
way’. | have a wonderful
weekend there, 50 relaxing
and ‘Oh — that Vitesse’, a
chance to see at close hand
the workmanship and care that
has made such a beautiful car.
Then a very pleasant stop in
Devon before embarking on
my ‘Adventure’.

| had decided on a ‘night
crossing’” as being the best
option, leaving me - hopefully
reasonably ‘with it’ for, what
had become - in my mind -
a total nightmare called
driving ‘A Droit’. Of course,
as everybody had told me, it
wasn't at all — seemed absolutely
natural as | drove off the ferry.
So, off to Paris, my first nights
stop. Fortunately St Cloud, my
destination, was the Le Havre
side of the city, very concise
directions led me straight to
the door — virtually!! Guy and
Mariett’s hospitality was quite
overwhelming throughout the
whole trip. | had never been
to Paris before, so . . . .
.. .. first on the agenda was
a wonderful pocket tour of the
city — the way only a Parisienne
could — truly remarkable, both
the usual ‘marvels’ Notre Dame,
precincts of The Louvre, walking
down the banks of the Sienne,
lunch outside a little bar, but
the ‘Unusual’, The Jardin du
Luxembourg was indescribable,
such vibrancy and atmosphere,
I could have stayed there all
day, returning then through the
Student quarter, and home,
only to return in the evening
past the Eiffel Tower, up the
Champ's d’Elysees, etc., etc.,
you name, it, we did it!

Next morning, 6.30, The
Journey bhegins, 500km to the
start of the Rally proper, at
Perigeux in the Dordogne.

We met with another Spitfire,
Sylvian at the wheel, then, with

CBs in front and behind and me in the middle, we completed our
journeys with no mishaps, arriving at our destination at 4.00pm.

‘Le Rallye’ — well I've arrived, in one piece! What a welcome
awaited us at ‘La Ferme Auberge’ a table groaning with goodies, cakes,
strawberries, wine, fruit juice etc. We were greeted by Bernadette
Dukmas Okle (the local representative for the ‘Chambres d’Agriculture
& Tourism) and given a tour of the farm which was to be our base for
the next four days. Other participants of the rally came from as far
afield as Holland, italy and Darlington! They comprised 2 x GT6 Mklis,
1 GT6 MkI, and MGTB, Guy in his MGTF, an MGB, 2 Spitfire x Mkllls
and 6 Spitfire 1500s. By 7 o’clock everyone had duly arrived and after

a ‘Welcome’ by Guy the day came to a very pleasant end with what
were to be many lovely meals accompanied by what | can only
describe as “An everlasting bottle of wine”.

The first day saw us drive ‘back in time’ pre-history to be exact, first to
Les Eyzies, then to Le Thot a Thonac, this, like everywhere throughout
the trip sited very high, with the most incredible views in all directions.
This visit served two purposes, first to give us a taste of the prehistoric
age of France, both in the museum and outside in the surrounding park,
also to show a film (fortunately with sub-titles — I really am regretting
my inability to speak much French) explaining the ‘modern day wonder
of the world’ which is ‘Lasaux II', an exact recreation with the aid of
modern technology and materials, of a huge prehistoric cave, complete
with paintings, dating back 20,000 years ago and discovered some 20
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Quiller Triumph

These are examples of our common service schedules
aithough we would be pleased to quote for any job.

]

WE ONLY USE GENUINE UNIPART/STANPART
PARTS (WHERE AVAILABLE)} AND PENRITE OilL

ENGINE SERVICE

Renew oil (Penrite) + oil filter
Clean air filter{s}, renew if necessary
Top up carburettor dashpot(s)
Clean fuel pump filter
Adjust slow running speed
Tune & balance carburettor|s}
Drain cooling system, replenish with anti freeze
Renew spark plugs
Renew contact breaker points
Renew condenser
Renew rotor arm
Examine distributor cap, renew if necessary
Lubricate distributor
Check condition of HT Jeads, renew if necessary
Check condition of fan belt, renew if necessary
Adjust ignition timing
Adjust vaive clearances and replace rocker
cover gasket
These pracedures apply to all Triumphs.
checks and
according to model.

Herald/Spitfire ... £39 inc, VAT plus parts
Vitesse/GT6 ... €46 inc. VAT plus parts

WHY NOT POP IN
FOR YOUR

FREE
ANTLEREEZE

AND
BATTERY CHECK?

FULL SERVICE

As engine service plus:-
Check condition wiper blades, renew if necessary
Top up windscreen washer bottle
Check condition of bonnet lecation cones,
renew if necessary
Top up battery levet
Lubricate water pump bearing
Lubricate generator
Lubricate handbrake Jinkages
Replenish gearbox oil
Replenish differential oil
Lubricate rear hubs
Check condition of steering rack bushes
Lubricate steering rack
Check steering rack gaitors, renew if necessary
Check wheel bearings for play
Lubricate ball joints and trunnions
Check constant velocity joints and coupling boits
Check suspension location points and bushes
Check shock absorber operation,
examine for leakage
Check condition of brake discs, calipers, pads and
flexible hases
Check condition of rear brake linings, pistons and
flexible hoses
Check front hubs.
Lubricate door hinges and internal latch
mechanisms
Herald/Spitfire ... £80 inc. VAT plus parts
Vitesse/GTé ... £90 inc.. VAT plus parts

NOT ALL FULL SERVICES ARE THIS FULL

NEW PARTS BONANZA

Water pump (alt Herald/Spit 1, JI, i) £29.50
Steering rack gaitor, pair fall ciub cars) €4.62
Steering rack, RHD with gaitors, recon

{all club cars) EXCHANGE £28.55
Front fower trunnion bush kits, both sides

[all club cars £7.00
Clutch stave cylinder, NEW not recon {Spit Il, if, IV,
1500, Herald 1200 with diaphragm clutch,
Heraid 13/60} £33.00
Exhaust, rear box and tailpipe

{all Heralds from 1967) £21,50
Thermostat, 82 degree (all club cars)  £2.15
Engine mount

{all Herald except 948, all Spit) £2.95
Bannet location cone {all club cars) £1.29
Door glass outer weatherstrip, good fit

{all ciub cars) £5.20
Boot seal original (Spit IV, 1500) £11.65
Wiper blade (all club cars) £2.55

Horns, twin contact, ot original,

pair, high & low note [all club cars) £10.50

Doors, reskinned fall Spitfire / GT8}
HANGE £70.00

Doar, reskinned {all Heraid / Vitesse}

EXCHANGE £95.00

Boot rack with full fitting kit, alloy / woad stats.

Other styles available, piease enquire

{al club cars) £21.00

USED PARTS BONANZA

Radiator overflow assembly, overflow bottle, cap,
fixing bracket [Spit / Vitesse / GT6|  £3.00

Road whee! (Spit IV, 1500} £4.00
Roadwheel with road legal tyre
{Spit IV / 1500} £11.00

Repairs,
Servicing, MoTs,
Welding,
Bre own
" very

FREE
ESTIMATE'S

Windscreen washer bottle with bracket

and cap {all club cars) £4.00
Starter solenoid [all club cars} £3.00
Ignition coil with attachment bracket

{2 club cars) £3.00

Battery lead,negative (Spit i, 1V, 1500} £3.00
Clutch slave cylinder, will need seals

{Herald / Spit 1965 on| £4.00
Window regulator mechanism

{Spit IV, 1500] £6.00
Glass channel assembly {ail Spit) £4,00
Doar hinge {afl club cars) £3.00
Heater matrix complete with motor

fall Spit} £9.00
Cylinder head complete, used but good

{Spit , 1500) £44.00
Front suspension corner, complete, ie, top and
hottom wishbones, stub axle, vertical link, batl
Jjoint, dise, calliper, trunnion, road spring, shock,
adjustment shims, bolt It straight on

{alf Herald with discs / ail Spit) £44.00
Dashboard support bracket

{spit IV, 1500) £4.00
Gearkox tunnel knee pad, pair

{3pit I, 1500} £4.00
Door trim card, black, usable, not perfect

{att Spit) £3.00
Drivers sun visor {Spit IV, 1500} £2.00

Door, will reguire re-skinning (all Spit]  £13.00
Hood frame, undistorted and rust free

{Spit I, 1500 £49.00
Bumper, front and rear, undented
{Spit IV, 1500] from £10.00

Front grille, black plastic {Spit IV, 1500} £5.00
Rear light unit complete [Spit 1V, 1500} £5.00

Prices correct at time of printing.
Buy now while stocks last.

Units 9-13 Wrights Yard,
Canon Road, Bromley, Kent.

BROWILEY ©F 010 and 123855

TSSOTOP TRADERS — Jamuary 1996

The tradérs-tisted below are reported tohave recently:given sansfactary service to flembers.
This list is glven for mforma‘non antl does not necessarily imply recommétidatioh it takes:into-account price,
: quality of work or parts and customer service.

1. ~Sperts Car Supplies Newcastle Parts
2. Classic Triumph SErvices Beckenham, Kent Repair
3. ./ John Kipping Coventry Parts
4;  Classic Sportscar W/shop Southgate Restore/Repair
5.  Six Spares ~ Twickenham Parts
6. Tricomph Engmearmg Radlett Repairs/Bodywork
.7, Triumph Care Kingston-upon-Thames '
8. Cox & Buckies Richmond Parts
9. . STS - __ Stockport
10. Tradmg Tnumphs . - Warrington Used Parts
11.Louth Autobreakers Louth, Lincs. Parts
12. Rimmier Bros Lincoln Parts

If you have dealings with*a:trader, then please jet us know of your experiences whether good or bad,
indicating your opinions of ptice, quality and service with brief reasons.
Write, or send a Top“Irader form to:- Eddie Evans, Top Traders, 4 Bank Top, Cark in Carmel;"Cumbria. LA11 7NT.
(Forris-oF fetters-without 2 membership number cannot be considéred,
as the validity 6f ¢orrespondents-is checked 61 4 Fandom basis).
Traders may wish to supply their customers with a Top Trader form during transactions and a supply of these
can be obtained via the Club Office.

N

years previously. This sight we
were to visit later, after driving
to yet another lovely meal at
the Castel Merle. The after-
noon saw our return to ‘Lasaux’
and a guided tour of the cave

itself, very interesting I'm

sure, unfortunately 1 did not
understand a word, but the
pictures were fantastic! The
second day came to another
pleasant and relaxed end -

more good food and of
course, good wine!

Saturday we visited Sarlat,
not quite so far back in time,
only medieval this time! What
a place, the whole town exactly

as it would have been 1/2
centuries ago, except for

the Perigod regions ‘ability’ to ‘market’ tourism and make one feel
welcome and important is without equal). First stop — Meyrals — an
unremarkable place one might think, very historic but very small, in
the middle of nowhere, 10am on a sleepy Sunday morning, and yet
we were greeted cordially by the local tourist guide, the village library
was opened together with the Artisan’s gallery, and we were given a
full guided tour (I find it hard to imagine that happening here, can
you!). The journey then continued along yet more winding roads
with amazing vistas around each corner, not least at Beynac, we
stopped here, not to visit the chateau, just to marvel at the sight

of the river Dordogne winding away into the distance.

Our final destination was to be the Chateau de Puymartin, home
for 500 years to the Counts of Montbron, words cannot describe the
beauty and magnificence, not very big, but the setting — just perfect.
On arrival we were greeted by, no less than the Countess, herself, and
after a short tour of the chateau, led by her son, they both joined us
for lunch of — what else — but the pate de fois gras we had watched
being prepared the day before plus various cold meats, cheeses
and would you believe, wine! — what an experience!

a bustling
French
market right
in the middle
—incredible!
Then, after
touring the
Mussee de
L'Automobile
de Sarlat

- not very

big but well
worth the visit,
our journey
took us gently
through the
forest to
Huberte
Albie’s Ferme du Peche,

here the secrets of pate de fois
gras unfolded. Members of the
‘Club des vehicules Anciens du
Sarladais’ were invited to join
us for the dinner dance in the
evening, needless to say, a very
good time was had by all, as to
how much wine was consumed,
‘I couldn’t possibly comment!!’

If there was to be a ‘High Spot’
to the weekend it would have
to be the final day, the morning
bright and warm, after a leisurely
breakfast farewells were said

to our hosts and we set off

(I must say at this point that

Well, all good
things have
to end, so,
presentations
made, fond
farewells said
(my french
improving little
by little), promises
of ‘I'annee
prochaine’ we
eventually set off.
Only 750km to go!
By now however,
I was well used
to driving on the
‘wrong side’ and
with my GT6
itching to be allowed into overdrive once more! the journey did
not seem long, one overnight break later, plus a stop in Paris and
in no time at all I was back on the Le Havre ferry and — HOME.

Have | really done it? YES, 2000 miles in 10 days, six different beds,
two countries and | didn’t even lose ‘my gloves’ (sorry, family joke,
I never go anywhere without losing them). So to all the people who
may read this story and think -~ SHE'S MAD — well, | am a little!! but
those of you who may think — ‘I couldn’t possibly do it’ well, you can,
in the beginning | saw the trip as an adventure, now | am happy to
report that it was a most amazing HOLIDAY as well. My heartfelt
thanks must go to Guy and Mariette, their organisation was, in the
words of ‘Waynes World” EXCELLENT!

Next year the ‘Rallye des 4 Coleurs’ is to explore the ‘Perigod
Pouppre’ (the wine region, | can’t wait!) - anyone want to know
more — just give me a ring. So until then what more can | say
except - L'ANNEE PROCHAINE.  #

K~ > 2




TO THE TRADE & RETAIL PUBLIC

MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOGKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
- TOBODY SHELLS

~ CALL Now |,

RALD / VITESS

Set of MT leads Vitesse £11.75
° Stainless steel tread plate . Triumph logo . 915 pair
Full white rubber bumper set .

Brake pads (early) . [PER o
8rake caliper repolr kit 551 4034) ...
Front wing D plate 703727/8

BOOt MiNGeS ..ol
1200 front wing L/H., R/H 80582677 .
13/60 front wing inc. rear sirip 71326778
Vitesse front wings inc. rear strip .
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/
Complete door ass, 902256/7 .
@48 Herald/Vitesse rear centre vOIOr‘\Ce
1200/43/60 rear centre valance
Sills 803070/803071 .....

Comp. grille ass. comp. with bcdge ‘807508
Herald 13/60 front panel 842140 |

Pedal rubbers 122289 ...
Early Vitesse carb. (Solex) front .
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663
Bonnet Corner Moulding 70616/
Tread plates ... .
Rear overriders 703708/9 PRI

Set of 8 front suspension bushes 119454 ... . £0.00 set
infet manifold banjo boit 1454155 . £8.00 each
Rad. grille 948/1200 703801 . £17.50 each

.. £5.50
£6.50 each
. £18.00 per pair
.. E72.50
£55.00 each
£67.50 each
£35.00 each
e 2150.00

£29.50 each
£32.50 each
£12.50
£o4. 50 each
. £35.00 each
£2.50 each

Fuel gauge Vitesse 21 Mkt 135700 | . £17.50
Petfrol tank sender 413/60 est. 127814 . £14.50
R/H engine bay valance 1200. 13/60 903155 .215.50
Upper rear wing (saloon) 902318/9 £45.00
Upper rear wing (estate) 804432 . £45.00
Vitesse inner sealed beam light Gnit GlU105 £5.50 pair
Handbrake front cable 121766 .,........... ... £2.50
8rake master cylinder (Vitesse) GMC209 £45.00

Rear quarter valance Herald/Vitesse (ongmo) £17.50 each
Hoods orig. ICt flame retaragent . £130.00 each
Hoods viny! inc. zip out fear window £85.00 each
Vitesse 2L Mkt head/dip/side/flash switch 147278 £17.50 each
Door hinges 607824 . . €1

Door to glass wedather stip ...
Inner front whee! arch, left l’\th/rlgh Q03
Set 4 spark plugs, 1200 and 12/50
Universal joint with grease nipple ... B
Windscreen washer/wipers pump switch £45.00
Herald recon exchange drive shaft assy. inc shoes £130 each
Rear drive shafts £52.50
Al chassis outriggers/side rail/boot extn, . £12.50 each

SPITFIRE MKI & Il & Hi

Overdrive propshaft 210985/218952 264.50 each
Front shock absorbers GSAZ65 7.50 each
N/side, O/side front wings 9$07154/5, 903088/9 253 OO each
Rear valance lamp panel 569900 . . £35.00 each
Baftery box 806707
Rear lamp assy. 208
Brake caliper 210988/210987 ..
Windscreen wiper motor 51396
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 |
Speedo cable GSD165 .

Speedo cable O/D GSD113 . . P s PR
Vinyl hood Mkl inc. zip wmdow e £85.00
Hood Mkl orig. ICI flame retardent inc le Wlndow ‘£130. {olo]
Spitfire MK boot lid steel 575787 . .. R125.00
Front competition road springs 209033 €28 OO each
Hard top rear screen 819959/XKC3641 . - 5.00
Door skins . £22.00

SPITFIRE MKIV & 1500

Universal joint with grease nipple . £6.00
Hard fop rear screen 819959/XKC3641 £45.00
Stainless steel tread plate finisher, Triumph Iogo £12. 50 pair
Transverse rear suspension sring 159640 5.0
Wheel arch to bulk hecd (613666) .
Front susp. vertical link & frunnion ass.

O
Front burnper ..
Caliper repair kit inc. p|51 £15.00
Bonnet hinge pivol box I?KC362/3 £23.50
Spitfire rear lamp panel 716182 £60.0

Stainless steel oversill kit |
Handbrake cable end Vork ’504749
Early/late rear drive shaft ................
W/screen rubber chrome h'}ser' @17248/9) .
Windscreen aperture panel drip channel
Water pump 216939/GWP 128 |

£39.00 kit
... £1.25 each
.. £52.50 each
. £32.50 per set
. £7.50 pair
£23.50 each

Handbrake front cable 121766 . £2.50
Wishbone bushes 1192451 (set of 8) £9.00
Brake master cylinder X O eqach
Dash top cover 81528 . £23.00

8rake caliper offside/neal . B 3.00 each
Rear valance 908970 ............. 519.50 each
Nearside/offside sill 203097/8 . OO each
Sitt reinforcerment panel L/H Or\d R/H 806634/5 £4 S5C each
Inner sill L/H and RH 806638/9 .........c..cc....... £92.00 each
H/lamp support panel ass. L/H & R/H 818871/2 £'I7 50 each
Bonnet hinge tube R/H 911108 7.50 each

Rear inner/inner wheelarch L/H & R/H 725563/4 ..
Front ve valances o/side & n/sicde 815391/2 .

... £35.00
. £45.00 each

Seat cov. set. black cloth hitooth, material comp. car set ... £95.00
Seat cov. sel, brown cloth h/tooth mat. comp. car sef ............... £65.00
Knee pad /R hand 719391/719401 B ... £6.00 each
Steering joint 142140/FAMA718 ... £16.50 each

. £2650 each
£2950 each

Heater valve 724021 ...
Rear lamps 216932/216933 TKC941ITKC o

Front and rear side marker lamps . £11.75 pair
Front shock absorbers GSA364 £23.50 each
Air cleaner hose 616011 £3.00 each

Air filter ass. inc. filters 217822
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774 £23.50 each
L/H doors 917569 £205.50 each
Speedometer 218815 . . . £41.00
Brake disc 208745 .
Stu axle UKCE97 ... . . e
Steering tock 246449, UKC2719 e e £29.50
Front whee! arch inner fhand & rfhand 9097‘?7/8 P

Front wheet arch outer thand & rihand 909351/2
Steel boot fid 911327

Front wings 909663/4 .

Door skins . .

Sill end plate [f(on') 700422/3 B . £3.50

£20.50 each

Rear wing rear repair panel £9.50 each
Rear wing front repair panel £7.50 each
‘A’ post lower panei thmd & inand 706288/9 £9.00 each
Half floor Ithand & ohand ..., . . £43.00
Front footwell I/hand & r/hohd LTI PIN e £19.00
Rear footwell ifhand & rthand .. . . . £23.00
Boot ficor PN Co £48.00
Door int relecse bezel I/hOr‘\d & rlhund 849803/4 £4.00 each

Exterior door handle Vhand & rihand chrome 915633/4 £41.00 each
Exterior door handle Yhand & r/hand YKC2837/8 £41.00 each
Window reguiator UH or RIH ©41272/2 . £29.50 each
Hard fop rear screen seal 911040 . £25.00 each
Carpet set ... £60.00
Hoods orlglr\cl ICl flame retardent inc, zip wlndow 9130 o0

Hoods vinyl inc. zip window 85.00
Suspension top bali joint GSJ155 9.10 50
Front suspension bearing k . EIVLTS
Rear wheel bearing kit 512 50

Clufch release bearing carrier assy. 243032 £20. OQ each
Window reg. glaz. channel i/h & rfh 7067 789/90 £30.00 each

Rear outer wheel arch 909661/2 .. £30.00
Camshaft RKC 3305 ... ‘£35. OO each
Door hinges 607824 ... £15 each
Distributor cop GD136 o . £3.50

Set of HT leads .. . .
Petrot tank cover board Mkl & il
Dash veneer assy Mkl & Il LHD 744421
Boot floor carpet Mki & Hl B10841 |
Driver's sun visor MkIl 845384 ...,
Main carpet early Mklll new tan 819813 .
Main carpet late Mkili new tan B22633 .
Main carpet Mklil black 822631 .
Rear quarter light seal L/H black
Rear quarter light seal L/(H new tan Mkili 820613
R/H front suspension vertical link 209072 .
Near/Offsicde front wing Mkil 908143/4 .
Crankshaft 308034 .
Front side/flasher !Gmp cssy 155416
Occasional rear seat conversion kit, blac
R/hand front overrider GTé6 Mkl 710747 ..
Rotoflex coupling 152273 .
Steering lock 216449/UCK2719
Front shock absorbe:
Dash veneer set Mklll 820073 .
Camshaft 308778, Mkl and early Mkl
Quarter light seal front L/H 574098 ...
Clufch pedal and box assy. 217431 ...
Speedometer Mklil 218819 ., .
Courtasy light switch 627745 .
T Rear brake shoes Mki & 1l & MKIHI Rotoflex ...

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extra

Please quote original part number if available. it will help us fo help you.
* ltems marked with an asterisk are pattern parts

5150 OO
.. £25.00 each
. £20.50 each
. £29.50 sach
£20.50 each

Complete range of overdrives built by ex Laycock engineer,
POA. Also complete range of coil suspension springs 1o fit ali
models £17.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS
1. D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. STATION HiLL,
OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9AA
TEL: O1952 619585/620434

FAX: O1952 610510

FITCH/995 - ADS 22

NICE CAR — WANNA SHow ME

WHAT IT CAN Do?J,/

&>

NO—I'VE JUST GoT My HAND
sTuck IN THE FLIPPIN' DOOR !

Datown By Ceniis SHeeipany @ Chuls 78




ISSC SERVICES & OFFICERS 1996

SERVICES 1996

INSU OFFICERS 1996

CLUB HEADQUARTERS
The following services are available from the
Club Headguarters.

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£31.00 UK £32.00 EUROPE £36.00 OVERSEAS

RENEWALS.
£29.00 UK £32.00 EUROPE £36.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGMINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
.~ TSSC = Main Street, Lubenham,.
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9TF
“ Tel: 01858 434424

Fax: 01858431936

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific questions on each
model and ONLY at reasonable times. Remember this is a voluntary service
and each secretary will only deal with problems and enquiries in his own
specific area and car model. Whilst any information given by the following
officers is provided in good faith, no responsibility is accepted by them or
the TSSC in the event of problems arising after acting on advice given.
TECHNICAL SECRETARY:
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone, Gwent. NP6 2JR.
Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)

HERALD 948/1200
Chris Longhurst, 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon. OX12 7PT.

HERALD 13/60

Phil Willson, 37 The Grove, North Cray, Sidcup Kent. DA14 5NG.
Tel: 0181 302 0059 (7-9pm only)

TSSC OFFERS HOTLINE
Tel: 01858 434424

Tssc Insurancg
QUOTATIONS - FOOTMAN JAMES.&.CO LTD
TEL: 01271 561 6262 FAX: 0121 5590814
L VALUATI:ONSERVICE - TRUDI SQUIBBS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
TEL: 01858434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Tssc Havppook
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

Tssc Viogo Liprary
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LET16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

= Tsse Oreens
TSSC, Main Street; Lubenham, Leics..LE16-9TF
Tel: 01858 434424 ~ FAX:01858 431936

Rac Scuemp
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

Magazivg Cory Dare
All magazine material must be received by the 15th
of each month prior to the month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available, Always try and
work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

Tsse Accounrs
BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

SPITFIRE Mk 1/11/111
Brett Dennis, 284A Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts. EN11 ORX.
Tel: 01992 448542 (7-9pm)

SPITFIRE Mk IV/ 1500
John Thomason, 154, Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett, Camberley,
Surrey. GU16 6DS.

VITESSE 1600/ Mk 1/ 11
Mac Reynolds, ‘Burrows Mill’, Beeny., Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OHL.

GTé6 MkI/ 11/ 111
Chris Swales, 1 Blackbird Road, St Athan, Barry, South Glamorgan.CF62 4NL.
Tel: 0378 922382 (5 - 7.30pm)

BOND
Bruce Pilbrough, 16 Arnhem Rd., Preston Lancs. PR1 4QL.
Tel: 01772 791378 (7 -9pm)

SPECIALS
Trevor Collett, 14 Lodge Rd., Fetcham, Surrey. KT22 9QY.
Tel: 01372 376661

AMPHICAR
David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd., Worcester. WR5 3RA.
Tel: 01905 763192
TOURER’S TALK
Rick Robarts, 55 Shelbourne Rd, Cressex, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3NQ.
Tel: 01494 444373
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Le’on Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 FAX: 0181 947 7659 (12 mid. 7.30 am only)

EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley, West Yorkshire. LS21 3LT.
Tel: 01943 463240
Tony Lancaster, Rignall Barn Cottage, Rignall Rd., Gt. Missendon,Bucks. HP16 9PE.
Tel: 01494 890272

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

ARCHIVIST & LIBRARIAN
Mike Costigan,'Dumble Rise’,38 Ridgeway, Southwell,Notts. NG25 0DU.
Tel: 01636 814050

NATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISER
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422

SHOW CAR REGISTER
Vicki Benson, 22 Romsley Close,Rubery,Nr Bromsgrove, Worcs. B45 9UX.
Tel: 0121 453 2602 (Untill 9pm Eves) Temporary Address & Tel No.

AREA LIAISON
Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berks. SL5 8EN.

COMPETITION SECRETARY
Jo Field, 30 Cranville Street, Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 9EX.
Tel: 01858 432107

SYSTEMS, STEERING WHEEL LOCKS,

@

Leadiisn

A

Performance Parts

BELL STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS
& MANIFOLDS - ALL CLus CARS, SPAX
ADJUSTABLE DAMPERS, POWDER COATED
SPRINGS, K&N FILTERS, GOODRIDGE
HOSES, OIL COOLERS, ELECTRIC FANS,
ELECTRONIC INGNITIONS, PLUS
MUCH, MUCH MORE.

RoLL BARS - FIA sPEc & ROAD
USE, FRONT & REAR CAGES,
SEAT BELTS INERTIA-STATIC-LAP-
BELTS & RACING HARNESS,
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, FULL ALARM

4 Por Cauper Kirs.

Finishing Touches

b

JopDLERS, MINI WELDING CLAMPS,
SPOT WELD DRILLS, CRIMPERS, HUB PULLERS,
SPRING LIFTERS, SPRING COMPRESSORS,
DOOR GAP ADJUSTERS.

STEEL & ALLOY WHEELS, BURR WALNUT DASH BOARDS
& DOOR CAPPINGS, MOTOLITA & MOUNTNEY STEERING
WHEELS, ALLOY ROCKER COVERS & HEAT SHIELDS,
Boort rAcks, CAR OVERMATS, NUMBER PLATES.
MUDFLAPS, PLUS MUCH, MUCH, MORE.

PRODUCTS ONLY AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS.
SAVE £££L’S ON RETAIL PRICES! YA MAIN ST

— ‘ LUBENHAM |
T [ = MARKET HARBOROUGH
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= 1 . LE16 9TF




