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his is the official TSSC Events
Calendar for 1995 containing details
of all TSSC organised events and
National and Local events to which
the club has been invited. Whilst
every effort is made to ensure that
the details contained in this calendar are correct,
no responsibility is accepted for errors or changes
due to unforeseen circumstances. For additions
and amendments contact the Club headgquarters.
Tel: (01858) 434424. Fax (01858) 431936

TSSC ORGANISED
EVENTS

A PRI L

SAT/SUN 1/2nd BELFAST AREA -
BELFAST TO ENNISCORTHY RUN,
Contact Paul Robinson 01232 653986.

SUNDAY16th
NORTH EAST AREA TREASURE HUNT,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SUN 23rd - A64 RUN AND TEDDY BEARS
PICNIC (N.YORKS AREA)
Contact Paul Pickles 01132 797920,

SUNDAY 23rd GOODWOOD TEST DAY
Contact David Barnes 0181 6411423

M A Y

FRI - MON 5th/8th 6th ISLE OF WIGHT
CAMPING WEEKEND, Appuldurcombe
Holiday Centre, Wroxal.

Contact Garth 01983 617159

MON 8th NORTH EAST AREA EGG
GAMES RUN TO THE LAKES,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SUN 14th NEW FOREST RUN - Wessex
Area. Contact Trevor 01202 548582

SAT/SUN 13/14th SOUTH OF ENGLAND
MEET, Leatherhead Leisure Centre, Surrey.
Contact Mike Crewes.

SAT/SUN 27/28th BELFAST AREA -
CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RUN,
Contact Paul Robinson 0232 653986.

SUN/MON 28/29 BROADIANDS CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Wessex Area.
Contact Dave 01202 484421

J UNE
SUN 4th NORTH EAST AREA,

HOLY ISLAND RUN,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SUN 4TH EAST SUSSEX TRIUMPH DAY,
LAVENDER LINE, Islefield, Essex
Contact Martin 01825 768999

SUN 4TH BREAMORE MOTORCADE,
Wessex Area. Contact Dave

01202 484421

SAT/SUN 10/11th LAKES TRIUMPH
WEEKEND, Pooley Bridge, Uliswater,
Cumbria. Camping, convoy, informal
concours, auto gymkhana, BBQ,

Contact Shirley McKeown 01946 832 080.

J U LY

FRI-SUN 14-16th

TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND,
Stafford County Showground,
Contact Club H.Q.

A U G U ST

SUN 6th STANFORD HALL,Nr Lutterworth
Leics.Contact Mark Field 01858 431207

FRI SUN 11/15th NORTH EAST AREA

€

BEAMISH CAMPING WEEKEND,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SAT 12th TOTALLY TRIUMPH CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Cooke Rugby Club, Shaws
Bridge, Belfast. Contact Paul Robinson
01232 653986.

SUN 18th ANGLIA TRIUMPH SHOW
Incorporating NATIONAL SPECIALS DAY,
Shelford Rugby Club, Cambridge.
Contact Josie Ratcliffe 01480 460540.

S EPTEMBER

SUN 10th NORTH EAST AREA TAN
HILL/ 3 COUNTIES RUN,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

O CTOBER

SAT/SUN 7/8th TSSC ALL TRIUMPH
DAY BY THE ESSEX AREA;-Duxford
imperial War Museum. Contact ChrisTwigg
01245 442788, Andy Cook 01227 214184.

NATIONAL & LOCAL
TSSC INVITED

M A R CH

SAT/SUN 11/12TH SPORTS & REPLICA
CAR SHOW, Bingley Hall, Stafford

THURS/TUES 16/21st ST PATRICK'S DAY
WEEKEND CLASSIC MOTOR TOUR TO
{RELAND. Contact European Rallies

{44) 01264 889885.

SAT/SUN 18/19th LONDON CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW, Alexarndra Palace,
Wood Green London:

A P R1 L
SAT/SUN22/23rd HAYNES PUBLISHING"

RACMSA 2 DAY CLASSIC, Somerset,
Devon.

SAT/SUN/MON 29/30th AUG/15t MAY
TRIUMPH CONTINENTAL TO FRANCE.
Overnight in Boulogne & Arras. Hotel/ Ferry
inclusive £85 per person. 01304 380244,

M A Y

SAT/SUN/MON 6/7/8th BBC TOP GEAR
CLASSIC & SPORTSCAR SHOW,
NEC, Birmingham.

SUN/MON 7/8th LUTON HOO CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Luton, Beds.

SAT/SUN 13/14th BEAULIEU SPRING
AUTOJUMBLE, Hants 01590 612445.

SAT/SUN20/21st QULTON PARK CAR
SHOW, Cheshire. Contact Lindy
01565 830250

SAT/MON 20/29th NORMANDY & THE
LOIRE CLASSIC MOTOR TOUR,
European Rallies (44) 01264 889885,

SUN 21st_4th MENDIP'S VINTAGE &
CLASSIC TOUR, Wells, Somerset.

SUN 21st ROCHDALE OWNER'S CLUB,
CHESHIRE KIT CAR SHOW,
Contact John Kearle 01656783750.

SA/SUN 27/28th NORWICH UNION RAC
CLASSIC CAR RUN - Finish at Silverstone.
SUN/MON 28/29th PENSHURST PLACE
CLASSIC CAR SHOW, KENT.

SUN/MON 28/29th BROADLANDS CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, ROMSEY, HANTS.

MON 29 th JERSEY CLASSIC VEHICLE

CLUB, SPRING SHOW, Howard Davies
Farm, Jersey.

J U-NE

SAT/SUN 3/4th TATTON PARK CAR SHOW,
Cheshire. Contact Lindy 01565 830250

SUNDAY 4th CLUB TRIUMPH'S SUMMER
PICNIC, Chatsworth House,Bakeweli,Derby.

SUN 11th THE 924 TO 968 CLUB ‘WINGS
& WHEELS' EVENT, RAF Stafford.

SUN 11th LONDON TO BRIGHTON
CLASSIC CAR RUN, Pre 1979 vehicles.
SAT/SUN 17/18 th LE MANS 24 HOUR
RACE Camping Weekend Available.
SUNDAY 25 th BROMLEY PAGEANT OF
MOTORING, Norman Park, Bromley, Kent.

SUNDAY 25th AMERICAN CAR CLUB
SHOW 'FINS & CHROME', Seaburn,
Sunderland.

FRI-SAT 30th JUNE- 8th JULY 7th RALLYE
DES ALPES, Apg!ications by 28/2/95
Contact Club H.Q.

4 U LY
SAT/SUN 8/9th - AUTOMANIA ‘95, Gt North

Western Vintage & Classic Car Show, Moss
Bank Park,-Bolton.

SAT/SUN 22/23rd NORTH YORKS MOORS
RAILWAY VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
WEEKEND.

AU G U ST
SAT/SUN 5/6th NORTH NORFOLK

CLASSIC & VINTAGE CAR & TRANSPORT
RALLY, Felbrigg Hall, Cromer, Norfolk.

SUN 6th STAG OWNER'S CLUB NATIONAL
DAY, Exeter.

SUN 6th CAMBRIDGE/OXFORD OWNER'S
CLUB BMC/BLRALLY, FerryMeadows, Nene
Park, Peterborough, 01476 712124.

SUN/MON 27/28th KNEBWORTH ‘95,
Kriebworth' Park, Stevenage, Herts.

S EPT EMBER

SAT/SUN 9/10th INTERNATIONAL
AUTOJUMBL-& AUTOMART,
National Motor Museum Beaulieu.

O C T OB ER
SAT/SUN 7/8th NORTHERN CLASSIC
CAR SHOW,

G Mex Cenn"e, Manchester.
N OV EMBER

SAT/SUN 11/12TH NATIONAL CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, NEC. Birmingham,

7K ke Eenne War ro Mirel

SPRING IS COMING

fter months of rain and a disappearing winter scene, yes — we

haven’t seen one! Well winter days can be great driving days

when the frost has left and the sun shines, often the roof
comes down and away we go. Not this year, the continuous wet
prevails and has made driving hazardous and tediously boring. This
makes the onset of spring ever more appealing and many member’s
cars will soon be making tracks on the road.

With this in mind we have included in this month’s magazine a TSSC Insurance Proposal Form and
Valuation Certificate. Granted most members in the UK Insure through TSSC Insurance but not all.
Footman James are now giving extra benefits to TSSC members and those not currently in the
scheme ought to give Footman James a ring when their renewal becomes due. Without covering old
ground, the success ot TSSC Insurance has not only benefitted the Club but helped keep Club cars on
the road with sensible values and resulting in cars being rebuilt in most accident cases. Please keep
these forms for future reference.

The last month has been extremely busy, we collected Quasi, our race Spitfire from Southampton
after it’s two year spell in Hong Kong, John Thomason starts the race story in this issue. The car is now
back at the TSSC HQ and being prepared to visit TSSC shows throughout 1995. Along with other
TSSC personnel, 1 visited our race lads Annual Dinner and they were well fired up for the 1995 sea-
son and could not leave the matter of challenging Our Quasi Spitfire with their top class cars perhaps
for charity. The most encouraging part is the enthusiasm of the race section within the Club, it has a

growing interest and this just adds to being a member of the TSSC.

&



EXCLUSIVE MEMBERS OF THE

TRIUMPH SPORTS S1x CLUB

EXCLUSIVELY SPITFIRE

Due to a change of policy Andrew Stone will now be concen-
trating his business exclusively on the Triumph Spitfire. This
will include total parts supply both new and used, and car
sales. Over the next few months they will be selling off their
stocks of Herald and Vitesse spares at reduced prices until they
have expired. This will be done on a first come, first served
basis. Parts which are common to the Spitfire will not be
included. They will obviously be happy to continue to supply
common parts to Herald and GT6 owners at their usual com-

petitive rates.

SPITFIRE & G'T6 GAITORS

As promised last month, Six Spares of
Twickenham are pleased to announce
the re-manufacture of yet another part for
the club cars — the long obsolete Gear
Lever Gaitor for the Spitfire I, I, 1I, IV
and also suitable for the GT6 1, 11, ll. So
all you owners with wind whistling up
your gearstick can now cure the prob-
lem. Not only can you now buy this
gaitor directly off the shelf from Six
Spares, but the price has been greatly
reduced from when last previously avail-
able to only £7.50 (plus VAT) which is
£8.81. Call them on 0181 892 0141
during opening hours.

Trivmer Auro CLASSIQUE
CLEARANCE SALE

Paul Cull of Triumph
Auto Classique has a prob-
lem, in order to launch his
restoration company at his new site, he first has to
clear enough space to work in! Therefore a large col-
lection of all club cars is being offered for sale along
with a huge amount of spare parts. the Sale will take
place on Saturday and Sunday the 11th and 12th of
March at his New all under cover premises at Vale
Farm, Wooton Bassett, Wiltshire, which is only ten
minutes from Junction 16 on the M4. See the Sale
Advert on page 30 of this issue or Ring Paul Cull on
01793 853033 for more details of what is on offer

BERMNARD ROBINSON

AND FINALLY....

It is with some sadness, and regret,
we have to announce that on

Thursday March 30th 1995
Ron Stephens

(Joint General manager of Rimmer Bros Ltd

Will be 40 Years Young!
Happy Birthday Ron

and Deepest Sympathy
from all your “True Friends”

&
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We have the largest stock of used parts anywhere in the country, so why not buy
where the trade buys AT TRADE PRICES. We guarantee if you can buy cheaper
from any other trader, then please let us know and we will refund the difference.

Spoilers, MkiIV, 1500, GT6 I, original £12.00
Heaters, ail models and Herald ....... £15.00
Distributors, all models and Heral: £25.00
Water pumps, all models and Herald .. £10.00

Fans, all models and Heraid, from ........................ £5.00

Carbs, all models per pair ......................

Manifolds, all Spitfires, inlet & outlet, from .......... £10.00
Speedos, rev counters, Jaegers & Smiths, each ... £8.00
Fuel & temp, Jaeger & Smith, each ...................... £5.00

Dash tops, MkIV, 1500, GT6 Il ........... £25.00
Grilt, MkIV, 1500, GT6 I1ll, TO CLEAR . ... £6.00
Steering wheel, MkiV, 1500, GT6 Ul .................... £10.00
Driveshafts, Mk, Ii, Ill, Herald + early MkiV, complete with
hub etc, ready to fit ... £35.00
Doors, MkIV, 1500, some complete with glass, winding gear,

handles and inner trim, from .
Wheels, all models and Herald, ONLY
Whesel trims, MkIV, 1500, GT6 11l black and

silver, EACH ...
Starter motor, all models, TO CLEAR . -
Alternator, MklIV, 1500, GTG6 I} .........................
Dynamo, Mk, I, Ill, Herald & earty GT6,

TO CLEAR ... £5.00
Calipers, all models and Herald ... ... £15.00
Wiring looms, all models, complete . £25.00

Dash support bracket, all models ..... £5.00

Bumpers, MklV, 1500, GT6 I, from .... £35.00
Propshafts, all modeis, none overdrive £15.00
Hood frame, MkIV, 1500 ........................ £45.00
Hood frame, MklIV, 1500 with hood, FRO £65.00

Steering rack, all models, TO CLEAR
Springs, ail models, from

BONNETS, we have just bought SIX Mkl Spitfire bonnets
so0 cheap that we can sell to you at bargain priceds from £75

Wiper motors, all models

Bonnet, side catch, all models

Headlight cowl, MkiV, 1500, GT6 Il ..

Anti roll bar, all models
NEW PARTS AVAILABLE

Boot rackes, polished alloy, all chrome or wood slat type,

VARIOUS PANELS AVAILABLE
Chrome air filters, 1300/1500, pair
Discs, all Spitfire, Herald, GT6 from, pair ..
Front corner valances, each
ignition locks + 2 keys, MKkIV
Soft top, MKI, Il, 11, v, 1500, good quality,
pers, and free popper fixing tool, ONLY
if the part you require is not listed here, please ring, | a
have it somewhere amongst our huge stock of used parts. We can
deliver next day.if required and we accept Access and Visa, or if you
prefer to call in, we are just 10 minutes from Junction 11 of the M4,

or 10 minutes Junction 4A M3. PLEASE RING FIRST.

JINGLES FARM, NEW MILL ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD,

‘SPITBITZ’ THE ONLY
NAME TO REMEMBER

... £25.00
.... £5.00

BERKS, RG11 4QT.

01734 / 732648

NEED HELP FIXING YOUR TRIUMPH?

We can fix dents,

— replace rusty panels,
— weld chassis sections,
— sort out MoT problems,
— repair suspension & mechanical faults,

— rebuild engines,

— restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
— respray in original Triumph colours,
— retune engines and carbs to
tip-top condition,
— and generally get yvour car looking
good and going welll
FROM A STRAIGHT SERVICE TO A FULL RESTORATION,
call MIKE to discuss YOUR car’s needs.
.

M. W. RESTORATIONS, Saffron Walden, Essex.
O1 799 541556

Call any time, or visit for an on-the-spot quotation.

INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRS

.

AU

f you are

involved in an

accident, or
injury to any other
person, or other
vehicle, or any
animal (horse,
cattle, ass, mule,
sheep, pig goat or
dog) not in your
vehicle, or road
side property:

YOU MUST

a. Stop,

b. Give your own and the vehi-
cle owner’s name and address
and the registration mark of the
vehicle to anyone having reason-
able grounds for requiring them,

¢. If you do not give your name
and address to any such person
at the time, report the accident to
the Police as soon as reasonably
practicable and in any case with-
in 24 hours,

d. If anyone is injured and you
do not produce your Certificate
of Insurance at the time to the
Police or to anyone who has rea-
sonable grounds for requiring its
production, report the accident
to the Police as soon as reason-
ably practicable and in any case
within 24 hours; and either pro-
duce your Certificate of
Insurance to the Police when
reporting the accident or ensure
that it is produced within seven
days thereafter at any Police
Station of your choice.

NI E CRREWVYWES

' LAW

Sections 170, 171
and 172 Road
Traffic Act 1988.

Notes:

Causes damage or injury - you do

not have to be in a collision to be
involved in an accident which
occurs due to the presence of your
motor vehicle on a road.

Road - has now changed to
include ‘other public place’ e.g. a
private car park, or even a field on
a single day when a show, motor-
cross, etc. has taken place.

Motor vehicle - this has now been
changed to ‘mechanically pro-
pelled vehicle’.

It is anticipated that eventually
the Government will be forced to
introduce new legislation in
respect of the reporting of road
traffic accidents, in order to come
into line and comply with EEC
Directives, In all other EEC
Countries ALL road traffic acci-
dents MUST be reported to the
Police and a Certificate of
Insurance produced.

The Road Traffic (Production of
Documents) Act 1985 came into
force in September 1985 and
extended the period for the pro-
duction, at a Police Station, of:

a. Driving Licence;
b. Certificate of Insurance;

c. Department of Transport Test
Certificates;

d. Driving Instruction Certificates
and Licences;

e. Medical Certificates of
exemption from wearing seat
belts.

For each of these documents
the period within which they
must be produced was extended
from five days to seven days.

In addition, a new defence, for
failing to produce your docu-
ments within this time, was intro-
duced. This is if you can prove
that the documents were pro-
duced at the specified Police
Station as soon as reasonably
practicable.

In practice it means that if you
are on holiday and you leave
your documents at home - more
time will be allowed to produce
them. Similarly, if a document is
lost or mislaid, time will be
allowed for a duplicate to be
obtained.

If you have a query or topic on
Road Traffic Legislation why not
write to

Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor
Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire
SL5 8EN enclosing a stamped,
addressed envelope. #
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Il Hello! . ..

and welcome

to this . . .
summer’s on it'’s
way type Register .
.. and with those
lazy, hazy, crazy
days to come in
mind . . . we will
start with . . . YES!
a convertible . . .

NVO 236F or “Novo” to close
friends, bright and summery in
Signal Red, he has been used
every day for the past three years
by Clare Turnock (Macclesfield)
... but unfortunately has not
been without his problems.

When Clare first found “Novo”
he was fitted with a Mini battery,
a Vauxhall exhaust and was
suffering from a split chassis . . .
which was held together by fibre-
glass and covered in underseal
(this showed up on the first MoT,
almost a year after buying the
car!). All this has obviously been
sorted, but “Novo” is still in
trouble . . . suffering from time to
time from two doors which have
minds of their own!, the

passenger one flying open, without invitation {normally
whilst taking roundabouts at anything over 1mph) then
deciding to become obstinate and seize shut! . . . When
the drivers door began to stick, Clare made the decision
to take positive action, so “Novo” is now booked in for
two new doors . . . hope that’s not too painful! (for
“Novo” ... or your purse) . . . also if anyone knows any
previous history on NVO 236F then please let me know .
.. thanks. PS .. is that you in the photo Clare? Right . . .
we may be thinking of summer . . . but we are still in the
coolness of spring, so back to a nice airtight, warm saloon
for the second feature, this time belonging to Raoul Cabet
(France) perhaps a rather special 1963 1600 . . . (as she
has a pair of headlight surrounds supplied by me! Mac) . .
. Raoul bought her on the 1st December 1990 from a
scrap yard (Raoul actually said ‘Knacker’ but | know what
he means!). She has been re-built during the past three
years . .. with so much work completed (three A4 sheets
of mods!). Unfortunately 1 have too little space to do her
credit . . . but they include . . . a lightened balanced
crankshaft (Piper), burnished conrods, new valve guides,
Stromberg 150CDs, electric fuel pump, electric Kenlowe
fan ... and a roll cage from Moss Europe Ltd . . . Raoul is
interested in the Historic Rally Championship . . . and
sounds to be a serious contender! with the “Yellow Peril”
No. 71 (it’s finished in a bright JCB type yellow!) . . .

all the best Raoul . . . keep the letters coming . . .

Two pleas for information on previously owned Vitesse's
now . . . the first from Roy Arscott who would like to
know if his old 1600 convertible ARL 630B (finished in
white) is still alive today . . . she had wire wheels . . . and
was one of the first to have the twin dials . . . the second

Clare Tumoc k's “Novo”
in Augu st‘92.

Raoul Cab et's 1963
Vitesse 1600.

4

comes from Elaine Carter who sold her Vitesse 2 Litre
convertible about 22 years ago . . . finished in white . . .
registration LHR 641F (with overdrive) . . . out of curiosity
she would like to know if it still survives . . .

On the subject of asking your good selves for
information . . . does anyone know the reason for the
joiner (with two clips) on the choke cable . . . someone
asked me this some time ago . . . there must be a logical
reason, but | just can’t figure it out . . . (although it is still
winter, my brain

scraping off the remains of flies
and other natural graffiti!

Then, using a soft cloth and
small circles apply the stuff all
over the screen and allow to dry,
polish off with a dry cloth. At this
stage, you will be impatient to
see the results, so get a glass of
water from the tap and throw it
at the screen (hold onto the class,
as a cracked windscreen tends to
spoil the effect!), you will be
amazed by the water which will
almost instantly disburse just like
‘water off a ducks back’.

In the rain | found that where |
normally needed my wipers on
intermittent | could leave them
off and watch the moisture being
blown off the screen by the
wind. In wetter weather you
could usually leave the wipers
on intermittent as vision was so
good having the wipers on full
was unnecessary.

It lasts for quite a long time, the
screen feels ‘silky smooth’ to the
touch but wiper action does
‘wear away’ the wiped area of
the screen. I need to replenish it
every four to six weeks, but | do
40,000 miles a year. Long term

is permitted to

become a little Q
dormant!) . . .

see diagram as

a reminder.

. and as it’s still the
rainy season . . . the
completion of the
Rain-X enquiry

.. from Oliver St.
john, “I have used the

stuff quite
regularly since my uncle gave me a bottle that he had
acquired and never got around to using. Like me, he has
grown tired of these ‘gimmicks’ that appear over the years
and had never been bothered.

Eventually | did try it on my company car, it's quite
a lengthy process, first clean the windscreen using
Windolene or equivalent. | found a fingernail was ideal for

usage | cannot tell

you about - | seem to go
through windscreens at about
three a year!

There is no need to spend to
much money on it, the next time
you are in France on a booze-run

FRE"wy I NCOL D=
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or at Le Mans, simply pop into a
hyper market or their equivalent
of Halfords and stock up. My last
two bottles each cost 29 Francs
(£3 then) when it was being
advertised for about £10 in the
press over here.

.. you pay your money and take your choice situations . . .
(anyway Oliver . .. what do you mean? My full stops are carefully
positioned, never sprinkled! and are a vital part of my articles . . . if
nothing else it fuels reactions!) . . .

Finally . . . last year | received this photograph and templates from
Bernard Sugden (Scunthorpe) who has modified his convertible (13/60)
by making a series/set of parcel shelves that fit into place when the
hood is up . . . this improves the visual appearance of the interior and |
would imagine that the noise level is reduced (especially if the under-
side is soundproofed). This modification is more likely to be used if the

Although it works well on new
glass | didn’t get such good
results on a friends TR6, this may

l)g as a result of the age of the hood is kept up for any length of time (winter perhaps) . . . although
windscreen or it might have been  Bernard does comment that they lift out quite easily . . . thanks for
because we applied it without that Bernard, quite an innovation . . . anyone wanting copies of the

cleaning it properly first. So, a

templates, drop me a line and a large SAE . . .

Don't forget to put your clocks forward on the 26th March . . .
thanks . . . take care . . . cheers . . .

big ‘thumbs up’ from me, but
don’t buy it in the UK (unless you
want to be able to understand the

ins'tructions)” ... thanks for that P.S.. .. big decision time!! I'm thinking of using my concours MkIl
Oliver .. . so you see, it's another  saloon every day . . . and selling NCO . . . too many cars . . . not
of those . .. you love it or hate it~ enough time! ... #

ANDY ROSE

Triumph Cars Specialist

SERVICING - TUNING - CLUTCHES
AND ALL REPAIRS

103 Horsa Road, Northumberland Heath,Erith, Kent.

E ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES S

Crossways Garage, Loddon Road, Ditchingham,
nr Bungay, Norfolk. NR35 2QY

TEL: 01986 895387 FAX: 01986 / 896860

SpeciaLIST FOR SPITFIRE, GT6, VITESSE anp HERALD
REPAIRS - RESTORATION - PARTS

BODY & CHASSIS SPITFIRE/GT6

Chassis pivot box Spitfire IV each
Chassis gusset Spitfire/GT6 each
Outrigger Spitfire/GT6 each

Full floor, new improved

Full floor, new improved

Old type full floor

Sill, genuine BL

Rear valance Spitfire/GT6/1500
Rear deck panel MkiV/1500

Rear wing, genuine BL

Rear wing, genuine BL

Repro. rear wing

Repro. rear wing

Front wing Spitfire Il

Rear wing Spitfire I1I/GT6 1

Spit IV/1500/GT6I1l Heritage Front Wing
Quarter valances Spitfire/GT6
Mklll Spitfire front valance
RUBBER SEALS GT6/SPITFIRE
P seal

Outer weatherstrip ORIGINAL
Windscreen seal Mkli-III
Windscreen scuttle seal

Seal GT6 frame to roof

Header rail seal

Rear screen seal GT6

Spitfire 1V/1500 boot seal

Wheel arch seal

Windscreen seal IV/1500/GT6

MOUNTS AND BUSHES
Engine mounts, 4 cylinder
Engine mounts, 6 cylinder
Overdrive gearbox mount

Non overdrive gearbox mount
Steering column bush (not 1500)
Bump stops (roto suspension)
Wishbone bushes

Rear spring eye bushes

Shock absorber bush rear
CLUTCHES

Spitfire Ill/Herald 13/60
Spitfire IV

Spitfire 1500

Vitesse/GT6

Spitfire 1/948 Herald

£25.
.50
£18.
£46.
£46.
£39.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
£58.
£59.
.00
£42.
£69.

£11

£28
£32
£95
£92
£92
£68
£68

£21

£2

£11

00

00
00

.50
£8.
£17.
£9.
£16.
£7.
£18.
.50
£2.
£17.

0o

00 -

00
00
50
0o

00
00

£4.50
£6.50
£15.00
£2.00
£4.95
£4.95

£1

£4.00
0.65

£41.00
£41.00
£43.00
£47.00
£59.00

INTERIOR TRIM SPITFIRE/GT6
Spitfire IV/1500/GT6 111 £119.00
Moulded carpet Spitfire £135.00
Door trims pair, Spiifire £46.00
Door trims pair, GT6 £48.00
Door capping L/H, Spitfire £8.00
Door capping R/H, GT6 £8.00
Cockpit panel Spitfire £32.00
Glove box R/H £11.00
Glove box L/H £11.00
Economy carpet set £55.00
SUSPENSION/STEERING

B.S.R.E. steering rack (exchange) £32.00
STANPART trunnion £13.00
STANPART trunnion £13.00
Top oil seal £1.50
Trunnion bush kit £4.00
Rear trunnion bush kit £4.50
Anti roll bar links each £9.50
Top ball joint £9.50
Track rod end £9.50
Unipart rear wheel bearing £16.00
Disc, Vitesse/GT6 each £16.00
Disc, Spitfire/Herald £14.00
Rear shocks (non Roto) £17.00
Front shocks (all models) £19.00
Rear leaf spring 1500 £59.00
Rear leaf spring Mklll £59.00
Rear leaf Roto GT6 £59.00
Universal joint £7.00
CHROME & LOCKS etc.

Boot handle assy. Spitfire IV/1500 £15.00
Tailgate handle GT6 I-1i £15.00
Tailgate handle GT6 Il £15.00
Boot handle Spitfire I, II, 11l £15.00
T.R.I.U.M.P.H. letter set £11.00
Pair boot hinges £21.00
Hood catch handle £7.50
Door pull handle Spitfire IV/1500/GT6 £6.50
Pair door locks Spitfire I1I/GT6 i £14.00
Pair lock barrels Spitfire IV/1500/GT6 £14.00
Barrel and Key Spitfire lll/Herald £4.50
Bonnet catches £19.00

SERVICES : ENGINE RECONDITIONING - SERVICING - TUNING - RESPRAYS

CAR SALES - TRANSPORTATION - CAR FINDING SERVICE - TRIMMING

ELECTRICS - CLUTCH FITTING - IN FACT You NAME IT WE Do IT!
ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD
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oe Lowther of

Beverley thought

that you would
like to see a picture of
her car, one of the star
cars of “The Car is the
Star”. So here it is,
looking very good
indeed and complete
with Zoe who is also
a star etc....

Zoe says that the/BBC crew
filmed and interviewed her for
about 3 hours but reckons we’ll
be lucky if we see more than a
few minutes of her performance.
On a personal note, if Quentin
‘would you buy a used car from
this man’ Willson and his col-
leagues say lots of nasty things
about our beloved cars, please
remember that, in spite of the
uncanny similarity of our names,
he is no relation of mine as far as
| know. Mind you, even if he
says lots of nice things, he's still
no relation, thank goodness! At
the time of writing this | am look-
ing forward to the programme
with a certain amount of trepida-
tion because | always get the
impression that these Top Gear
guys only ever wax lyrical about

1

Zoe and her Star Car

fancy motors like Ferraris, Lambos,
Mercs and so on and relish making
critical remarks about lesser
machinery. However, | am very
willing to be pleasantly surprised.

Whilst vaguely on the subject of
young ladies with Heralds, | had a
technical enquiry recently from a
club member (sorry, I've not noted
your name) who told me that sev-
eral years ago he owned a
Triumph Herald which was used
as the main family car. His kids
used to complain that it was old
fashioned and uncomfortable and
eventually it was replaced with
something more modern. The kids
grew up and, guess what, his
daughter has just bought herseif a
13/60 convertible. They come to
their senses in the end. The only
problem is that poor old Dad has
got the job of servicing it.
Anyway, welcome to the fold both
of you and | hope you enjoy your
13/60 motoring.

| have had an answer to the
enquiry about oil drainage limiters
(January 1995) from Gordon

Carman (that’s an appropriate
name). He took Rex Hayman’s
idea and adapted it to the materi-
als he had to hand and fitted it to
his 1500 Spitfire with some suc-
cess. | have sent a copy on to
Eric Kempson and will now try
and convert Gordon’s words in
to pictures for a future article,
perhaps even next month.
Gordon also commented that
since becoming a member in
1986, he has written to the editor
a couple of times but his writings
have never been published.
Funny that , | didn't think
Bernard was particularly fussy
about what he published given
that he prints my ramblings every
month!

Curiosity Corner: May | intro-
duce Daisy who lives in Market
Harborough. She is a former
working canal boat dating from
the 1920’s and was converted to
a pleasure craft by its owners in
the 1960’s. All sorts of bits and
pieces were cobbled together to
get the final result including win-
dows from Birmingham trams
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and a variety of car and lorry parts.
The oldest bit is from a 1910 or
thereabouts Mercedes, but it also
sports part of a Herald differential
which is used to turn the direction
of the gear control through 90
degrees for the ancient Brunton
gearbox. There is but one forward
and one reverse gear and you sim-
ply wind the wheel in the desired
direction until the gear engages.

Daisy near Cadbury’s World, Bourneville, Birmingham

The Mystery Car

No clutch, no synchro-
mesh and no overdrive
but at least the propel-
lor shaft goes to a real
propellor!

Mystery Corner: |
have a set of pho-
tographs of a very smart
Herald saloon registra-
tion WEV353F along
with a note saying
“Please forward to
13/60 register secretary
for possible inclusion in
‘The Courier’ “. | am
doing as requested, but
who is the mysterious
owner? Will we ever
know?
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PARROTS GROVE, 421 ALDERMANS GREEN Roap, CoveNTRY, CV2 INP
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Ring now fora FREE copy of our BRAND NEW 1994, 96 page,
Tlustrated Technical Parts Catalogue
John Kipping Triumph Spares , the largest supplier of parts for Club cars in the
world is now offering their New catalogue FREE OF CHARGE. This 96 page
edition covers all Club cars from 1959 to 1981 and contains
information not found in any workshop manual. Ring or Fax for your copy
now and have the benefits of over ten years experience

with Triumphs at your fingertips

FULLY RECONDITIONED GEARBOXES
FROM £95.
WHAT DO YOU GET FOR YOUR MONEY?

GEARBOX SPECIFICATION:

Casing cleaned, checked for cracks, painted,. Reverse idler gear, good
second hand. Laygear cluster, any internal pitting is repaired by a

Mainshaft, usually new, no repairs of any sort. Gearchange hubs,
resprung, all pre-1972 type are thrown away (white metal hubs).
Speed gears, worn items thrown away. Synchro rings, new or good
second hand. Input shaft, internal bore rebushed as necessary.
Gearchange forks checked, worn items thrown away.

All assembled with new main bearings, spigot bearings, oil seals and
gaskets. The end result is that we supply some gearboxes to a higher
specification than original and all gearboxes to at least the original
specification. Before you buy, always ask if a repaired
mainshaft has been fitted, they have a very high failure rate.

steel bush, new needle rollers. Layshaft, new or very good second hand.

SAMPLE PRICES FOR GEARBOXES
REBUILT IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP.

Herald/Spitfire I, II, Ill 3 synchro gearbox
Herald/Spitfire 4 synchro gearbox
Vitesse/GT6 4 synchro gearbox

£95.00 EXCHANGE
£135.00 EXCHANGE
£170.00 EXCHANGE

For a full listing and exact specification, please refer to our catalogue.
Deposit payable if old unit is not returned at time of sale.

Fitting can be arranged from £60.00
NEXT MONTH: OVERDRIVES
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telling you myself, hoping as a
result that it may jog the memory or
better still help someone with a
similar car find out where his car
came from. You will see if you read
on my car is not completely
unique, but clearly no others would
appear to have surfaced in and
around TSSC circles in recent years.

There is something very appealing
about the Type 35 Bugatti, and
indeed the Types 51, 55 and 59
which followed it. Some 200 of the
Type 35 are alleged to have been
built and some have said, since as a
model it won more races than any
other, it was the most successful
individual type of racing car built.
Today real ones are rare and very
expensive, but there are replicas.
There are several manufacturers but
the principal kit producer is Teal.
Teal utilise a choice of engines only
one of which is the Triumph 2 litre
and that is as far as the Triumph
connections go. | had always han-
kered after a Teal Type 35 replica until | saw one and was disappointed.
It is nice, but not to scale, has too many cockpit creature comforts and
is too expensive for mere mortals, indeed purists would say it is not a
true replica.

am indebted to

Mike Wawn

from Wiltshire
for the following
piece which not
only gives details
about one particu-
larly fine looking
car, but also tells
us of a run of
Triumph based
specials that | for
one did not know
existed.

A TRIUMPH SPECIAL
- THETYPE 35 '
BUGATTI

| have persuaded myself to
offer this account about my
Triumph based Bugatti after
avidly following Trevor Collett’s
articles on specials in the
Courier hoping that one day he
might feature something about
my particular car. The Specials
Register piece in the January
1995 issue raised my hopes but
all to no avail so | must resort to
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So | remained without interest-
ing wheels, searching for some-
thing which would light up the
soul and give me some pleasure
as well. During this period | visit-
ed the workshops of the gentle-
man featured in the February

following day.

There it was, covered up in his garage and in real terms it had not
seen the light of day for three years. The owner, a psychiatrist, had
bought it from an ailing friend who needed the money and had never
really used it since. Eventually the psychiatrist’s wife after three years!,
had put her foot down wanting the space. The car looked a little tired,
as one might expect after a three year hibernation but was coaxed into
life courtesy of jump leads. The old Vitesse 1.6 fired

after a little effort to churn fuel into the Solexes and
then ran sweetly. The odd leap of flame from the
free breathing carburettors before the engine was
warm added to the fun. | departed swiftly after
pressing a deposit into his hand and rushed home to
confront the Home Secretary who doubles as the
Chancellor of the home exchequer as well!

Within two days | had brought the bank on side,
put all the noughts on the good side of the decimal
point and | went to collect the car with a trailer.
Back in Hampshire | took it straight round to a
friendly classic car garage and got them to MoT it.
New tyres, battery and some TLC had it running
and legal. Insurance via a Classic Car Insurance
Company gave me fully comprehensive cover with
a limit of 3000 miles a year, for a mere £143, hav-
ing had a quote from Norwich Union for nearer
£1000! There was clearly lots to do but it could all
wait as | enjoyed the rest of the summer and
planned for its restoration to full glory.

The car still had no real history and no amount of
chatting to the previous owner got me much
beyond the man who he had bought it from, now

1994 Courier and his very nice
Riley MPH replicas with the
Triumph front suspension. As
Trevor said he uses Ford mech-
anicals and produces a very
smart, practical and fun car.

One Saturday in the summer of
1993, while browsing through
magazines in a well known
newsagent without shelling out
any money, as lots of us do, an
advertisement for a Bugatti repli-
ca, clearly not a Teal, leapt out of
the pages at me. | rushed home
and called: the owner was out so
the inevitable one way chat with
an answering machine , 1 left my
details. Within hours the owner
called back from Watford and
supplied enough detail to merit a
drive down from Hampshire the

sadly very ill and not in the mood to be given the
third degree. Some four weeks later a chance article
in the motoring section of the Saturday Telegraph caught my eye. A
gentleman who built replica sports cars but specialisted in Bugattis. |
rang him straight away and explained that I had just bought a car
which he might possibly have built. From my registration number he
confirmed that he had built the car in 1977 from the parts of a 1966
Vitesse, his name is Mike King. My particular car he built for a man
who owned a real Type 35 and wanted the fun of driving one without
exposing his original to risk. Over the years he has built 24 of these, all
to order, and mine was the third one he built. The early cars, mine
included, utilised the Vitesse chassis but his later models were built
round a space frame chassis he developed which made the cars stiffer
and somewhat lighter. Within a few weekends | managed to visit him
and on arrival, low and behold, the sister car to mine, number 4, also
with a 1.6 engine, was in his workshop being fitted with a 2 litre
engine. Over the autumn we planned a refurbishment which would
include a 2 litre engine, aluminium cycle mudguards to replace the
fibre glass ones, an outside gear change, just like the real Bugatti, mod-
ified wheels, a stretched cockpit to cater for a taller owner and a host
of little cosmetic bits and pieces to make the whole more aesthetically
appealing.

All in all the work took longer than expected, but did include a very
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reasonable respray in French Racing Blue from the ‘man next door”. |
had hoped to be at the Special Meet at Brooklands last year hut the car
was not finished. The final touches, yet to be completed, will include
new upholstery and an engine turned aluminium dashboard with ‘peri-
od” instruments all of which should be in place before the summer.

The car now has a completely rebuilt Triumph 2 litre engine mated
to the original Vitesse four speed gearhox, the difference in perfor-
mance from the 1.6 litre engine is remarkable. The engine is complete-
ty standard, with a car this light any more power would be embarrass-
ing. In fact at the moment she is really over-engined and long term |
suspect a higher final drive ratio will quieten things down a hit. A stan-
dard exhaust manifold is mated with a designer inlet manifold to hold
the 2 SUs in semi downdraught trim to get them under the bonnet. This
exercise required three separate attempts in moving the engine down
and to the rear, with new engine mounts heing welded in each time
and the propshaft shortened, in order to avoid ‘power hulges’ and ‘blis-
ters” to preserve the clean Bugatti bonnet line. Keeping the engine cool
has taxed the initia-
tive a hit. There is
not a lot of room for
radiators, but an
Austin Maxi one fits
with relocated inlet
and outlet pipes and
manages well
enough until the
weather is really hot
when the driver
(judged from the
water temperature
gauge) selects the
electric cooling fan. The front suspension and steering is pure original
Vitesse. The modified wheels are interesting, they are 15 inch pressed
steel wheels with the dished centre cut out and a flat centre welded in.
With a Bugatti 8 spoke look-alike aluminium trim and locking nut (only
fitted to the spare wheel at the time the photographs were taken) it
looks not too dissimilar from the cast alloy original with integral brake
drum. The rear axle is not Triumph at all. It has a solid rear axle with a
transverse leaf spring, the whole is lively but handles well and corners
like it’s on rails. This could be a function of the radials the car is cur-
rently shod with and may change when | fit more ‘in keeping’
crossplys. Trial and error now have me operating on tyre pressures of
something like 17 or 18 psi which softens the ride. Extending the cock-
pit was a choice between cutting back the rear bodywork or unbolting
the lot, exactly like the original, and inserting a plug. | elected te go for
the latter to retain the tail proportions. This exercise allowed me not
only to extend the leg-room, but also to lower the seating position and
get my head out of the wind. it involved more work but certainly now,
after the event, was worth it. The overall effort is pleasing and left more
space for the two new fuel filters (both real and fuhctional). For the
purists however she is now 4 inches longer than an original Type 35.
The outside gear change now operates to a mirror image of the normal
gate which catches out the unsuspecting!

So my Bugatti is definitely not a kit car. Each one Mike King built
was slightly different depending on the size of the owner and his per-
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sonal preferences. All the panels
were hand beaten, just look at
the work put into the bonnet lou-
vres, and as far as he can recall
mine is the only all aluminium
one he built, apart from the mud-
guards which are now replaced.
It fools most at a distance but the
Triumph front suspension and
disc brakes give the game away
closer too. It sounds good on the
two pipe system with hardly any
hox and accelerates like the
wind. Drawbacks: It's a long job
cleaning it if you've been out in
the wet!

Thanks Mike for taking the
time to tell us the story of your
‘Mike King Triumph Bugatti Type
35 Vitesse 2 Litre’ Anyone know
of any others of these cars? | fea-
tured a mystery Bugatti replica
with Triumph running gear in
April 1992, registration TPC 27 F,
perhaps this is a Mike King car.
Mike Wawn tells me that he will
soon have to realise the invest-
ment he has made in this car. If
you want to make a serious offer
for this serious (and fun) automo-
bile, contact me and I will put
you in touch with him.

TRIUMPH KIT CAR
AND SPF&;/S\LS DAY

This year | have decided on a
change of venue we will not be
returning to Brooklands. With the
hope of meeting some interesting
Midlands cars, and people!, |
have decided to piggy back this
event with the established Anglia
Triumph Show organised by our
Cambridge Area. This will take
place on Sunday 20th August
near Cambridge so keep your
diaries clear, more details soon.
All those Special and kit car
owners down here in the South, |
want to see at the SEM at
Leatherhead on Sunday 14th
May, it will be my birthday so
you can buy me a drink. #

tale of two convertibles (well one
car, another half car and a load of
other bits).

Some time late last year, | had a telephone call from an insurance
loss adjuster regarding a Bond Equipe 2 Litre convertible that had been
damaged in a fire. We discussed the value of the car, the extent of the
damage, and the availability and costs of parts required to repair the
car. During the conversation | asked if he could find out more about
the car, so that | could make sure that it was on the register. The loss
adjuster said that he would call back with the information | had
requested from him.

| heard no more about the car until about three weeks before
Christmas, when someone left a message saying that they had a fire
damaged Equipe convertible for disposal. It sounded too much like a
coincidence, and when | contacted the owner, sure enough it turned

out to be the same car. We talked about the damage to the car, and |
was told that the front left hand corner and the front edge of the bonnet
had been destroyed. One tyre had been burnt, but otherwise the car
was complete and had a hood frame, but no hood. There was no infor-
mation about the cars identity, ie registration number, commission
number or serial number.

Time was very short. | had been given a fortnight, if it was not
moved, it would be scrapped. | attempted to find a home for it, but
being so close to Christmas, it was a problem. After a week, | decided
there was only one thing for it. | could not allow a fundamentally
sound convertible to be scrapped if it could be avoided. 1 was about to
suffer another serious bout of EQUIPITUS. | hurriedly made room for
the car and arranged a day off work to collect it. The day came, the car
was loaded up with a spare wheel (to replace the one with a burnt
tyre), rope and lashing equipment, then | went to collect the trailer, and
the day started to go downhill. The trailer hire company had closed two
weeks before Christmas until mid January. Another trailer was found
and collected, and off | went to collect the fire damaged car.

| arrived at the garage in
Warrington where | was told the
car was stored, and things started
to go from bad to worse. ‘I've
come to collect the Bond
Equipe’, | announced as | walked
in. This statement generated
blank looks from the garage staff.
I was obviously speaking
Martian language and they
couldn’t understand me. ‘It's a
convertible that's been damaged
in a fire’, still more blank looks.
Then one of them said ‘Just a
minute’, I'll phone my brother,
he knows about it’. When he
had finished talking to his broth-
er he told me “It's round the
back’. So off we trooped through
the workshop and ‘off round the
back’.

Well, the first thing | saw was
a completely burnt out red rusty
Triumph Spitfire MkIV or 1500,
then another one just the same,
then the Bond. The car looked
very sad, with its bonnet burnt,
but appeared to have been in fair
condition before being involved
in the fire. It seems it was van-
dals that had started the fire
which had completely destroyed
an Alfa Romeo, the two Spitfires
and had damaged the Bond.
The car was examined and
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IUMPH SPAR
01787 313123

EAST ANGLIA'S LEADING FORCE FOR SPITFIRE AND GT6
MARCH SECOND HAND SPECIALS

Spitfire MKkIV/1500 bonnets £200.00
GT6 Mkill bonnets £250.00
GT6 Mki bonnet £300.00
Herald/Vitesse hood frames £100.00
Spitfire 1500 J type overdrive kits {complete) £275.00
Spitfire MkiV D type overdrive bits {complete) £250.00
1300 good running engines £125.00
1500 good running engines £125.00
All differentials £75.00
SPitfire MkiV/1500 bumpers (front and rear) £75.00
Spitfire MKkill/GT6 Mkl front bumpers £90.00
Vitesse bonnet {early) £100.00
Spitfire Mkill seats [pair) £80.00
SPitfire 1500 reclining seats with headrests {pair) £80.00
Spitfire MkiV seats non reclining (pair) £60.00

REMEMBER: The above is just a small selection of our second
hand parts. All parts are cleaned and checked before despatch.

CURRENTLY DISMANTLING: 1 x Spitfire MKkill, 3 x Spitfire MKIV, (\
2 x Spitfire 1500, 1 x GT6 MKII, 2 x GT6 MkIll, T x Herald 1200 saloon, J
2 x Herald 13/60 convertible. All parts available.

D.5.U. Triumph Spares

01787
313123

FAX: 01787 881852

found to be largely complete and in reasonable
condition, the rear footwells had been ‘repaired’ by
welding flat sheet over the top of the rust holed
original floor. The car had three flat tyres, and
Vitesse front seats which were split, and had no
steering wheel. A price was agreed, then the real
fun began. The spare

trailer is not my idea of recreation, but fortunately
most other drivers will give way and allow room
enough to start, stop, and move through the traffic.
There are however, always a few idiots who expect
a vehicle to ‘stop on a sixpence’ and be as agile as a
Mini regardless of the load which is being towed.
All of them seemed to

wheel | had brought
with me was fitted, and
the other two flat tyres
inflated, or rather one
was since the other had
a three inch cut in it.
Another spare wheel
and tyre was found and
fitted. In front of the
Equipe was a Volvo 340
which had to be moved
first, this car had a
seized on handbrake,
but four of the lads
from the workshop
made short work of
moving it. Next the
Equipe had to be
manoeuvred around the :
Volvo in readiness for
its extraction. This was
a tricky operation since
the car had no steering
wheel, you will remem-
ber. The space where
these cars were parked
was down two large
steps. Yes, that's right,

have gone out to
Warrington for tea that
day. Just before | joined
the motorway, | found a
large layby and pulled
in to check the car was
still properly secured
on the trailer. All was
well, so onto the M6.

It is amazing how slow
45 to 50mph seems
when heavy goods
vehicles keep thunder-
ing past, but it was sen-
sible to keep to such a
restrained speed. After
about 10 miles, one
HGV sounded its horn
as it passed. One of the
doors of the Equipe had
opened (remember the
car was on the trailer
backwards). Once on
the hard shoulder, a
very inhospitable place
in the wet and dark, the
door was secured and
the rest of the car

two steps! Not only
that, but the Equipe would have to be extracted
backwards and straight onto the car trailer.

A pair of large ramps were found, and the trailer
reversed into position. The workshop next door pro-
vided more helping hands to push the Equipe up
the ramps until it was at a suitable angle for the
winch cable to be attached, without risking severe
damage to the body.

Slowly the car progressed onto the trailer and was

finally secured. By now the heavens had opened
and | was thoroughly wet. The hood frame, rear
seat and some trim were produced, and loaded into
the boot of the Equipe and the rear of the tow car.
When completing the paperwork (a bill of sale, but
no log book) the registration number was men-
tioned and noted, together with the previous
owner’s name and telephone number.

The journey home then began, but since the car
had taken so long to move and load onto the trailer,
it was now dark as well as wet. Through Warrington
at tea time on a wet winters day towing a car on a

checked over again.
Rejoining the motorway from the hard shoulder in
busy traffic when towing a large loaded trailer is not
the easiest of tasks. It seemed as if many of those
people who had gone into Warrington for tea were
now going home on the M6 Northbound! About 15
miles further on the boot lid decided to open, and
once it started the wind caught it. Onto the hard
shoulder again . Both bootlid hinges had snapped,
only the stay that normally holds the bootlid open
had stopped the thing from being lost into the mid-
dle of the M6 where it would no doubt had soon
been turned into scrap. The bootlid was secured,
and the remainder of the journey completed without
further drama.

Unloading the car presented no difficulties, but
manoeuvring it through 90 degrees and slightly
uphill into its lock up garage proved a challenge (no
steering wheel remember). After a couple of unsuc-
cessful attempts, the brain was engaged and ‘O’
level physics came into play, leverage was required
here. The bonnet was clearly of no use whatsoever

> o
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due the fire damage, so the remains of it were
removed from the car. A length of scaffold pole was
found in the garage and used as a lever to move the
front wheels to the required steering angles, then
used with one end against the ground to push
against the front ‘crashbar’ of the chassis to move
the car into the garage. Success, the car was in the
garage, but the time is now after 9.00pm and the
trailer should have been returned by 6.30pm. A
quick telephone call established that there was
someone who could accept the return of the trailer.
That done,there was a short trip home to collapse,
totally exhausted.

A job well done in the end, a car saved from being
scrapped, and as it turned out another convertible
not previously on the register. A phone call the next
evening to the previous owner, established that he
had the vehicle’s commission plate (and some more
information about the car and its past) which would
be put in the post. The vehicle it not registered with
Swansea, so | now have to establish the link
between the commission number and the original
registration number, then | can apply for the
original registration number.

The other car (or rather half a car) also has a tale to
tell. Some time ago | was approached by someone
who had two garages and an attic ‘full of Equipe
bits". The garages were at risk from vandals and he
wanted to sell everything before the garages were
burnt down. In the time between agreeing to take
everything as a job lot and arranging the move, one
of the garages and its contents had been destroyed
by fire (vandals again). The destroyed garage con-
tained an Equipe 2 Litre GT Mkll in poor condition
with bootlid (but no cylinder head) and front and
rear suspension. A GT4S boot lid and a Vitesse
bootlid were amongst the other parts. All that was
salvaged was a front bumper. The heat of the fire
had been so intense that the screen frame of the car
was nearly horizontal. The pistons had even melted
in the engine block. The loss to the owner was
greater, however. He is a truck enthusiast, and also
stored in that garage were a couple of original fac-
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tory moulds for old Atkinson truck cab parts.

In the other garage, which had escaped the fire,
there was the rear end of a convertible on a chassis
complete with rear suspension, some doors, some
seats (front and rear), a hood and frame, a new full
tonneau, a couple of 2 Litre bootlids and two 2 Litre
windscreens. The attic yielded a further windscreen,
3 more seats, 5 new quarterlights for 2 Litre GTs and
2 for the GT4S, and two rear windows for the 2 Litre
GT. There were also tachometer cable inners for
LHD 2 Litre cars (will also fit Vitesse) and a quantity
of 5 inch Lucas sealed beam units. A brand new
white hood and full tonneau (never fitted to a car)
made from the original patterns by the same Mr
Clegg who produced hoods, tonneaus and seats for
the factory.

Why was it only half a car? Well someone had
stripped it of its engine, gearbox and front suspen-
sion for a kit car and the bonnet and bulkhead had
been used to rebuild a damaged Equipe GT MKkil.

Just what | am going to do with it all, I'm not sure
yet, | don’t want to start a spares business, but if
there is anything you need especially if you are not
too far away from me, let me know, but don’t leave it
too long. | need the space, | only bought these parts
to save them before they were lost forever, and | will
probably sell them to someone who is better
equipped to store them, and is already established as
a supplier of Bond Equipe spares. I've just been con-
tacted by someone who has bought a very poor
GT4S for restoration and has been encouraged a
great deal by last months article, good luck Sam.

If anyone else feels similarly spurred to feats of brav-
ery and skinned knuckles, and wants to find a car
worthy of the effect, | know where there is just the
car waiting for the full treatment. It is the earliest
known surviving GT4S, in fact the fourth made.
There are lots of documented history about this car
and it is definitely one that should be saved. If you
want to know any more about this car, contact me,
I'll put you in touch with the owner.

The premiere Equipe event of the year where you get more Equipe per pound than anywhere else (proba-
bly), The 10th Bond Equipe Weekend, will be held at The Plough at Eaves, Woodplumpton, nr Preston on
June 10th/11th 1995. The same venue as last year has been chosen after consideration of the replies to last
years questionnaire. The licensee has changed, and | have been assured that the service problems that some
of you experienced, waiting for food should not happen this year. Unfortunately, the brewery that owns this
establishment has put a stop to people cooking their own food on the barbecue. This is apparently because
of the risk of a claim against them if food is not cooked properly and causes illness. The landlady will pro-
vide barbecued food at reasonable prices. If you have any suggestions for activities that you would like to
see (preferably that you would be able to organise), please contact me soon so that it can be incorporated
into the timetable. The same general format/timetable will be followed as in previous years, but more details
will be published nearer the event. Those of you that wish to stay ‘on site’ in your own tent or caravan

please let me know as soon as possible.  *
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WE ARE EAST ANGLIA'S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF NEW AND
SECOND HAND TRIUMPH SPARES (WE DON'T JUST CLAIM TO BE)

BELOW IS A SAMPLE SELECTION OF OUR STOCK.

HERALD -

CHEAPER QUALITY SPARES

VITESSE -

IN

GT6 -

SPITFIRE

EAST ANGLIA

01487
842168

Fax 740274

SPARES.

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING

Front wheel bearing set, state model............... £10.41
Track rod end. £7.05

Solid rack mount kit... ... £18.74
STANPART trunnion, £14.04

£11.69
£11.69
£3.51
£46.94
£8.16

Front spring, standard
Top ball joint, all models........
Front Trunnion kit, all models.
Front vertical link, state model .
Anti roll bar links, ...
Front shock absorbers, £21.09
Steering rack,exchange.... . £35.19

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)

Rear leaf spring, Spit MK, II, lILGT6 Mk......... £49.95
Rear leaf spring, Spit MkiV/1500,GT6Mk II. £69.31
Rear shock absorber, state model.................... £15.21
Rear trunnion bush kit, per side............coeeenee. £3.51
Rear bearing kit

(bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket).............. £13.51
Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (SHORT). £64.62
Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 1500 (LONG).............. £568.75

ROTOFLEX SUSPENSION
214623 Inner Driveshaft..........ccc..coevvererueeciiienene £88,12

152273 Rotoflex Coupling. . £32.31
149051 Rear Hub..... £58.69
212867 Inner Flange £25.26
214514 Outer Flang: £58.69
Rear Bearing Kit....... ... £14.04
149769 or 149770 Wishbone........... . £24.95
308437 or 308436 Rear Vertical Link... £41.12
148795 or 148796 Bolt / Bracket. £11.69
Complete Bolt/ Bush Kit .. £23.44
68939A Spring Eye Bush . £3.23

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE ON THE ABOVE
ROTOFLEX PARTS FROM ANY OTHER TRADER.
YOU WONT BUY CHEAPERI!I!II

MECHANICAL & BRAKES
Fully reconditioned Engine, high spec
any Herald or Spitfire....
Gearbox fully reoondmoned exchange
Differerential, full recon, exchange....
Front brake pads, type 12 calliper....
Front brake pads, other models from...
Brake discs, Her/Spit.
Brake discs, Vit/ GT6
Herald/ Spitfire clutch kit, 1300 NEW,
Brake shoes Vit/GT6....

. £176.25
£5.86
£8.16
£14.04
. £16.39
.. £44.65
. £7.95

Brake drums, all models from
Copper brake pipe kits from..
Rear wheel cylinder, Her/Spit
Rear wheel cylinder, 1500 / GTt
Silicone brake fluid, 1 litre.
Decoke Sets from.......
Bottom End Sets, all at ..
Fuel Pumps from ...

BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently available, Before
you buy inferior panels elsewhere please call us for an honest
opinion of what does and does not fitt Remember we fit our own
panels in our workshop!

Spit/GT6 outer sil....
Spit/ GT6 quarter valance, f/glass

Spit/ GT6 quarter valance, steel
Spit/GT6 floor pan.......
Spit/ GT6 Front Floor.
Spit/GT6 Rear Floo
Spit/GT6 Door Skin.....
Spit/GT6 Front Wing BLL ......
Herald 13/60 LH Front Wing
Herald 13/60 RH Front Wing
Rear Valance MkIV / 1500 ... .4
Rear Valance Spit I, Il Ml .....coceuerreeenninernenens
RUST FREE BODY PANELS FROM

CALIFORNIA (SECOND HAND)
Spitfire hood frames... £88.12
Herald hood frames.. £88.12

Spitfire MklI/Ill boot lids
Spitfire MkIV/1500 front bumpers.......
Spitfire MkIV/1500 rear bumpers........
Spitfire MkIV/1500 rear lights.............
Spitfire MkIV/1500 quarter valances..
Herald doors, few onl! s £117.50
GT6 rear hatches .. £88.12
Spitfire body tub (MkIV/1 500)perfect £1399.00

£99.87
£88.12
£88.12
£15.00
£34.66

Spitfire doors, all types. £88.12
MkIV bootlids.. £88.12
Mklll bonnets.. £440.00
MkIV/1500 bonnets. £346.62

NEW MkIV/1500 bonnet, damaged.... £346.62
Screen frames Spitfire Mk, 11, 11l
GTE MK, Woiiosimseessseisinssonisssesimsaggsson £99.87

SOME OF THE ABOVE PANELS HAVE SOME

RADIATORS AND COOLING
Full width high cooling specification,
Spitfite carssmmpmmmnamges £99.87

Standard Herald and Spitfire ex..... £76.37
4 row, high spec for all GT6/Vitesse,
no Kenlowe required, eX.................. £105.69

Kenlowe fan kit for the power hungry £88.12
RUBBER SEALS/BUMPER COVERS

Windscreen seal, Herald/Vitesse.. £18.80
Rear screen seal, Herald/Vitesse... £25.85
Outer door glass seal, all cars.... £5.81
Inner door glass strip.. £4.11
Boot seals from only. £13.47
‘T’ pedal rubbers. £2.34
Herald rubber bumper set (| parts) £99.87

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (MILD STEEL)
Mild steel Herald down pipe from.. £17.62
Herald rear box, all models........... £23.44
Spitfire rear box, mild steel, MkIV/1500 £42.24
ALL OTHER PARTS STOCKED INCLUDING ALL
VITESSE AND GT6 SYSTEMS

EXHAUST SYSTEMS (STAINLESS STEEL)

Spitfire Mkl, Il without front pipe... ~ £89.99
Spitfire MkllI full system....... .. £99.00
Spitfire MklV complete system £99.00
Spitfire 1500 complete system. £115.00
Extractor manifold, 1500...... £120.00
Twin pipe system for above.. £120.00

INTERIOR TRIM AND CARPETS
Wool mix carpet sets, beautiful quality with
fully bound edges, choice of colours

Spitfire MkI-IV... £69.95
Spitfire 1500. £69.95
Herald/Vitesse.. £82.19
GT6, state model. £93.94
Spitfire door panels, pairs only. £42.24
Seat cover kit, Spitfire. £105.69
Roll of underfelt... £11.69
Boot mat, Spitfire. £11.16
Boot mat, Herald/Vitesse.. £23.44
Spitfire spare wheel cover. £18.74
Pre-cut underfelt kit........... £23.44
Herald or Vitesse seat covers.. £140.94
Gearbox tunnels, fibreglass, all at.  £23.44
HOODS AND TONNEAUS

Standard PVC hoods, all at. £82.19
Vynide hoods, all at. £93.94
Tonneau covers.. £57.51
Double duck hoods. £129.95

HIGH SPECIFICATION ROLL-OVER BARS
HIGH SPEC. ROLL OVER BARS FOR SPITFIRES,
HERALD AND VITESSE. ALL ONE PRICE £49.95

ALL COME COMPLETE IN BLACK PRIMER WITH

Fu|I workshop facilities at only £16 an hour (+VAT)

|ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT|

OUR CARRIAGE IS CHEAPER TOO!
3 DAY (30KG!) FROM ONLY £5.87

Prices subject to change without notice. .
You must mention this advert to obtain these prices. TRGB Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial
Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.

DO YOU HAVE OUR NEW CATALOGUE?
IT'S FREE JUST PHONE OR FAX.
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This months photo is sent in by Richard Stanton of Kidderminster, Worcs, who loves the distinctive ‘rear
end’ of the Spitfire MkIV! Although a ‘T’ registered car, the car is in fact a 1973 MkIV that was originally
exported to Ireland in Complete Knock Down (CKD) form and later re-imported in 1978. Rather interesting.

However even at this stage they realised that their long
he ear’[y term potential for large increases in power was limited

and that a new range of engines would soon be required
79605 were - this realisation prompted development of the ‘slant’

. engine. However this would take time and money,
a pe”Od something that Triumph had little of in the early 1960s
When every and so it was their trusted 4 cylinder ‘SC’ engine and its 6
cylinder derivative that would
manUfaCturer have to fill the gap.
was /OOklng to Both engines had already undergone considerable
make the”‘ cars increases in capacity, the 6 cylinder from 1422cc to

1998cc and as we have seen, the 4 cylinder from 803cc
fastef and more to 1297cc. All of these increases had been achieved by

progressive increases in bore size but now there was

pawerfU/ tO Stay simply no space left between the bores for further

ahead Of the increases. The only solution therefore was to increase the
e stroke of the engine, something until now that had been
COmpetlt]On, avoided. In order to reduce tooling costs to a minimum,

any increase in stroke would have to be achieved without

Tr’umph were no any increase in the height of the cylinder block and

/, ideally as many of the existing components such as
excep tlon a,nd con rods etc. retained.
looked again at

f b B In the case of the 6 cylinder range, the throw of the
WayS o1 o talnlng crank was therefore increased by 9.5mm to increase the

stroke by 19mm and give a capacity of 2,498cc. A similar

more pOWBI' frOm increase in crank throw was considered for the four

thejir eXIStl'ng : cylinder engine, which would have resulted in a capacity
L g of 1621¢cc (How does Spitfire 1600 sound?).
4 and 6 cylinder

en ines However, such an increase was considered unnecessary
g b and a more modest increase in throw of 5.75mm was

THE 1500 CC ENGINE

chosen. The 11.5mm increase in stroke gave a total stroke  prototype of the 1500cc engine

HOHHMPN T HON . AS O

%

Net Power bhp

of 87.5mm and a capacity of 1493cc. Shorter pistons ran as early as 1965, just as the

enabled the existing conrods to be used without 1300cc engine was going into

increasing the height of the block. The only change production.

necessary to the block was therefore a slight ‘barrelling at

its base to accommodate the increased throw of the crank. However the 1500cc engine

Apart from deeper combustion chambers, the cylinder did not go into production until

head and remainder of the engine were unchanged. A 1970 when it was first used in
1204 Alpine Rally
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the Triumph 1500 FWD saloon
launched in August 1970. By
that time its specification had
changed and it was now
essentially a stroked version of
the ‘revised’ 1300cc Toledo
engine introduced at the same
time and made use of the same
bearings and con rods of the 6
cylinder engines. Compression
ratio, camshaft, and carburation
etc was the same as the 1300cc

again a deeper combustion
chamber cylinder head to
maintain compression ratio, and
slightly larger inlet and exhaust
valves. Consequently power

output was not significantly larger

greater at 61bhp (DIN), than that
of the 1300cc engine at 58bhp
(DIN), although as would

be expected torque was
considerably increased.

commonality and in line with the
changes introduced on the
1300cc engine at the same time
to meet emission legislation, the
engine was fitted with the higher
0.36 inch lift cam which, with
an increase in compression ratio
to 9.0:1, boosted power output
to 65bhp (DIN). Again for
commonality, the block now
incorporated the recesses around
the bores (requiring the special

engine, the only exception was

A year later in October 1971, for

head gasket), and the graduated

timing plate on the timing cover.

The 1500cc engine had been
fitted to a Spitfire for
performance testing as early as
February 1966, nearly a year
before the 1300cc Spitfire went
into production! Consequently
Triumph were in no rush to fit the
1500cc engine to the Spitfire,
especially when it proved to sell
so well in 1300cc form. It was

not until 1973 that

Triumph’s “SC” 4 Cylinder Engine 1953-1980

*Estimated net power based on DIN po

MODEL DATE | CC POWER TORQUE C.R CAM CRM INLET | EXHAUST CARBURETTION
bhp (net) 1b.ft (net) TIMING | LIFT VALVE | VALVE
Sundard 8 Tune 1953 803cc 24° (26 gross) @ 4,500 rpm 39 Ib.figross) @ 2,500 pm 7.0:1 10-50-10-50 | 0.254" 0.94" .88 26mm Z1ACO Solex
Standard 10 May 1954 948cc 307 (32 gross) @ 4,500 rpm 46.2 Ib.figross) @ 2,500 pm 7.0:1 10-50-10-50 | 0.254" 1.06" 0.9375" 26mm ZIS Solex
Standard 8 Gold Star Aug 1957 803cc 28 @ 4,500 rpm 42.51b.R @ 2,500 rpm 8.25:1 16-50-10-50 | 0.254" 1.06" 0.9375" 26mm ZIACO Solex
Pennant Gold Star Aug 1957 S48cc 34.5 @ 4,500 rpm 50.8 1b.ft @ 2,7500 rpm 8.0:1 12-52-12-52 § 0.281" 1.06" 0.9375" 28mm Solex
Herald 948 Saloon Apr 1959 948Bee 34.5 @ 4,500 rpm 50.8 1b.t @ 2,7500 rpm 8.0:1 12-52-12-52 § 0.281" 1.06" 0.9375" 28mm B28ZIC-2 Solex
Herald 948 Coupe Apr 1959 948cc 45 @ 5,800 rpm 508 1b.ft @ 4,200 pm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 0.312"7 1.06" 0.9375" H! 1 1/8° Twin SU
Herald 1200 Feb 1961 | 1147cc | 39 @ 4,600 ipm 60.8 1b.ft @ 2,400 rpm 8.0:1 12-52-12-52 | 0.281" 1.1875* 1.031" 30mm B30ZIC-5 Solex
Spitfire MK Oct 1961 d7cc 63 @ 5.750 rpm 67 1b.fL @ 3,500 pm 9.0:1 18-58-16-58 § 0.312" 1.245" 115" HS2 1%~ Twin SU
Herald §2/50 Mar 1963 1147cc 51 @ 5,200 rpm 63 Ib.fl @ 2.600 rpm 8.5 18-58-18-58 | 0.312" 1.1875% 1.031" 30mm B30PSE! Solex
Herald 12/50 (Twin carb) | Mar 1963 | 1147ce | 56 @ 5.700 pm 851 18-58-18-58 | 0.312" 1.2457 1.150" HS2 | %" Twin SU
Herald 1200 Nov 1964 1147cc | 48 @ 5,200 pm 61.6 1b.ii @ 2.500 rpm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 § 0.312" 1.1875% 1.0317 30mm B30OPSE! Solex
Spitfire Stage 1l Feb 1964 | 1147ce | 90 @ 6.500 rpm 45-6545-65 | 0.368" 40 DCOE Twin Webber
Le Mans Spitfire Jun 1964 1147cc | 98 @ 6,750 pm 84 Ib.ft @ 5.000 rpm 52-76-52-76 § 64" 42 DCOE Twin Webber
Spitfire MK2 Dec 1964 | 114%cc | 67 @ 6.000 pm 67 Ib.fi @ 3750 rpm 25-65-25-65 | 0.336" 1.245% 1.1507 HS2 1 %" Twin SU
Le Mans e sire Jua 1965 1147cc | 109 @ 7,300 rpm 45 DCOE Twin Webber
Alpine Rally Spitfire 1965 12%cc | 117 @ 7.000 rpm 97 1.0l @ 5.500 pm
1300 FWD Saloon Oct 1965 1296cc 61 @ 5.000 pm 73 b.t @ 3.000 rpm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 § 0.336" 1.306" 1.170" 1.5 CD Swromberg
Spitfire MK3 Jan 1967 1296ce 75 @ 6.000 rpm 75 1b.fi @ 4.000 cpm 9.0:4 25-65-25-65 | 0.336" 1.306" 1.17¢" HS2 1%~ twin SU
Herald 13/60 Aug 1967 | 1296cc | 61 @ 5.000 mm 73 1.1 @ 3.000 pm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.336" 1.306° L170" 1.5 CD Stromberg
1300TC FWD Saloon Sept 1967 | 1296cc | 75 @ 6.000 rpm 75 Ib.fi @ 4.000 rpm 9.0:1 25-65-25-65 § 0.336" 1.306" 1.1707 HS2 1%” Twin SU
Toledo Aug 1970 1296cc 65" (58 DIM) @ 5,300 rpm 70 b f(BINY @ 3,000 pm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.336" 1.306" 11707 1.5 CD Stromberg
1500 FWD Saloon Nov 1970 1497cc 69.5 (61 DINY @ 5.000 rpm &1 1b.f(DIN} @ 2.700 pm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.336" 1.447 12327 1.5 CD Stromberg
Spitfire MKIV Nov 1970 1296cc 727 (63 DIN) @ 6,000 rpm 69.8 . fi(DIN) @ 3,500 rpm 9.0:1 25-65-25-65 | 0.336" 1.306" 1.1707 HS2 14" Twin SU
1500 FWD Saloon Oct 1971 1497cc 74" (65 DIN) @ 5,000 rpm 80 Ib.f(DIN) @ 3,000 pm 9.0:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.360" 1.44" 1.170" 1.5 CD Stromberg
Spitfire MKIV Jan 1972 1296¢cc 69.5" (61 DIN) @ 5,500 rpm 68 1b.A(DIN) @ 2,900 pm 9.0:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.360" 1.44" 1.170" HS2 1 %" Twin SU
1500TC Saloon Oct 1973 1497cc 73" (64 DIN) @ 5,000 rpm 78 Ib.f(DIN) @ 3,000 rpm 8.5:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.3367 1.38" 11707 HS2 1% Twin SU
Spitfire 1500 Nov’ 1974 14%7cc 31" (71 DN} @ 5.500 rpm 84 1b.AMDIN) @ 3,000 rpm 9.0:1 18-58-18-58 | 0.360" 1.38" 1.17¢0” HS4 14" Twin SU
Dolomite 1300 Mar-1976 1296ce “( DINY @ 5,500 rpm Ib.R(DIN) @ 3.000 rpm 18-58-18-58 | 0.360" 1.38" 1.170" HSS 1’4" SU
Dolomite 1500/1500HL M;r 1976 1497cc 81" (71 DIN) @ 5,500 rpm 84 1b.f(DIN) @ 3,000 rpm 18-58-18-58 | 0.360" 1.38% Lor HS4 14" Twin SU

emission regulations had reduced the power output of the
1300cc Spitfire MkIV in the US to 48hp (DIN) that
Triumph were forced to fit the 1500cc engine to restore
any semblance of performance to the car. With a
compression ratio of 7.5:1 and and single 1.5CD
Stromberg carburettor, the engine produced 57bhp (DIN)
at 5000rpm. However, it was not until November 1974
that Triumph eventually fitted the 1500cc engine to UK
and European cars to create the Spitfire 1500.
Incidentally, as an aside, an example of BLs
rationalisation at the time, was the fitment of the
Triumph 1500cc engine to the MG Midget, a

move bitterly resented by MG enthusiasts!

The Spitfire 1500 engine was essentially the 1500
saloon engine, with the exception of slightly smaller inlet
valves, reduced from 1.44 inch to 1.38 inch to increase
gas flow through the one and a half inch HS4 SU carbs
that were now fitted. A new exhaust manifold casting was
fitted which gave the impression of a four into two into
one system, although ports 2 and 3 were actually
siamised. Power output was 71 bhp (DIN) at 5500rpm
and represented the greatest power output from the 'SC’
four cylinder engine in production form.

Really, however, by this stage the development of the
engine was over. There were rumours of a 1700cc version
of the engine but this has not been substantiated. There
were a number of minor changes to ancillaries for reasons
of commonality with other models or for tightening up on
emission regulations, especially on cars intended for the
US market. Some work was also done to enable the
engines to run on unleaded petrol in the US, in which
case hardened valve seats and exhaust valves were
required, but essentially the basic engine was not to
change again.

Even so the engine continued to give reliable service for
another five years in the Spitfire 1500 and Dolomite
1500/ 1500HL (by which time exactly the same
specification engine was fitted to both), until August
1980 when production ceased.

And so our story comes to an end. The engine had come
a long way in 27 years, increasing in capacity five times
and boosting its power output four fold. Over the years it
had earned a reputation as a simple and easy to maintain
engine that gave reliable and trustworthy operation in
service. | wonder if when the plans for the original 803cc
engine had been laid down 27 years earlier it had been
envisaged how successful the engine would be!

If any members have any information that has not been
mentioned in this series of articles on the development or
specification of Triumph'’s 4 cylinder, in particular the
competition engines, then please contact me. Thanks. %
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10 mins from JCT 16 M4.

TRIUMPH AUTO CLASSIQUE IS MOVING TO LARGER AND SIGNIFICANTLY BETTER PREMISES,
WITH THE INTENTION OF PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, ALL UNDER COVER.

A CLEARANCE SALE OF ALL VEHICLES AND SPARES WILL TAKE PLACE ON
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY THE 11th AND 12th MARCH
ALL THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES MUST BE SOLD:

“SPITFIRE....... oNE Mx II, Two Mk III's, AND Two 1500's.
*GT6...... ONE MK I, THREE MK II's AND Two MK III's.
*HERALD.. 948 SALOON, A 1200 COUPE, A COURIER VAN

TWO 1250 SALOONS, AnD one TRIUMPH 2000 Mx II.
IN ADDITION TO THESE VEHICLES THOUSANDS OF SPARES MUST BE CLEARED!
TRANSPORTATION SERVICE AVAILABLE.

SEE YOU ALL THERE I

BROOKE HOUSE, DARTINGTON, TOTNES, DEVON;
RESTO-RERS OF THE PRACTICAL CLASSICS, VITESSE & TR6.
The countries leading manufacturer of Herald and Vitesse repair panels e.g.

MECHANICAL WORK
CHASSIS REBUILDS .
PART/ EULL GT6 roof front repair........ e £58.00
BODY REBUILDS HER/ VIT bulkhead mounting repair with brackets.£22.50
ACCIDENT REPAIRS, HER/ VIT rear floor repair, below seat................. £26.00
INSURANCE APPROVED
QUALITY PAINTWORK IN HER/ VIT conver. reardeck: ....... e £112.00
2 PACK OR CELLULOsE |HER /VIT conver. tonneau side filler panel.............. £8.75
COMPETITIVE RATES GT6 tailgate bottom and Herald estate tailgate........... TBA

TO DISCUSS YOUR
REQUIREMENTS.

AT TSSC CONCOURS.
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six years! This month l've got a
whole stack of interesting news for you
from the wonderful world of Triumph, but firstly
before | start, should anyone be interested in
the mysterious non-starting-from-cold /:)roblem
that 1 have had with my Herald of late, the
cause was lost compression due to two dam-
aged exhaust valves which occured because of
a set of eight extremely worn valve guides in
my 6000 miles from new cylinder head! So
even if you are usi7g new old-stock items, get
everything checked/measured before using it!

Igang! Well here | am, still doing this job
a ;;EI} h

However, | got it all back together for the Thames Orbital Meet on
12th February, but after just 5 miles a new fault developed, consisting
of a loud rattle from the engine, followed by a 50% loss of power
accompanied by rough running! Initially | put this down to my appar-
ently having forgotten to torque down the rocker pedestals (due to my
complete exhaustion after working on the car for about 12 hours non-
stop). The rocker arms were therefore adjusted with the help of Jasper
Bacon (one time GT6 secretary), and whilst this helped a little, the fault
persisted, so after the meeting | drove on over to Bob Rowland’s work-
shop (West Middlesex AO) who discovered that although my compres-
sion was perfect at 150Ib/cylinder, the sparking plug on number two
cylinder had no gap! it had somehow closed up since fitting it! in fact it
seems that it had been struck by some mysterious object since ejected
via the exhaust manifold. After re-adjusting the spark plug and checking
the timing and points gap, the engine returned to its normal smooth four
cylinder self!

As to what that mysterious object might have been? the only thing that
I can think of at present is that a piece might have broken away from
one of the new valve guides and got past the valve head without dam-
aging it or the piston? However, I'm not about to remove the cylinder
head again just yet to
find out!

OK, first up is a sea-
sonal photo from our
friend Jouni (Jones)
Haeju of Kouvola,
Southern Finland.

The caption reads: ‘PS,
this is what I call winter
motoring!’

Rather him than me! —
now to a letter from our
TSSC-USA (NW) A/O
Dave Eaton up in
Olympia, Washington
State ~ real ‘Twin Peaks'’
country. He admits that
he’s been a while writ-
ing, but time flies by
when you are having a

good time. Dave tells of the past
summer’s events including the
Bellevue All British Field Meet in
September 94, Bellevue being a
suburb of Seattle. This event being
open to all British cars. Out of a
field of 450 cars, 58 were
Triumphs, and of those 58, just 5
were Spitfires, but even better,
from his point of view, were the
eight GTés with two of them tak-
ing st and 2nd places in the joint
Spitfire/GT6 class, whilst over in
the cars-for-sale area there were
two more GT6s, but unfortunately
there were no Heralds or Vitesses,
they both being somewhat rare in
the US.
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‘vintage’ races at

tors were a blend of British,
American and German cars, only
a few being Triumphs. Dave says
he felt bad for his lonely GT6.
Due to work commitments,
Dave was personally unable to
attend any more functions last
summer, but from the local Tyee
Triumph Club newsletter, he was
able to gather more info’ on how
TSSC cars have done. It was
reported that at the All Triumph
Drive In in Portland, Oregon that
again many GT6s were present,

Dave’s next event was the great
Seattle
International Raceway, and as
you might expect, the competi-

John M Lindly (member 93/45951) of Phoenix, Arizona.

| read with interest the August 94 readers survey in
(British Car Mag). It is obvious that ownership of British
Automobiles is a very personal and sensitive issue. Having
written that, | would like to take issue with a comment
made under the Ugliest British Car category, ie: ‘Many of
you thought the Herald Pretty Awful’. As a Herald owner, 1

find such a statement hard to understand. | think you can see from the
photos | have enclosed, my 1964 Herald 1200 Convertible is anything
but ‘Pretty Awful’, (How about Awfully Pretty? - Leon), on the contrary,
it has been called ‘Cute’ more times than | care to think about and it
draws more attention than my TR3 wherever | go. In fact, | have been
washing it before trips to the gas station because | know it will invari-
ably draw a crowd. People want to know all about it and they actually
will walk around it several times admiring the lines. In fact, many
diehard Triumph owners have never seen one before, or at least have

with TSSC members Tom Sewell
and Dan Stewart taking first and
second places in the GT6 class
with their magnificent vehicles
(very well done lads! — Leon).
Dave finishes off by enclosing
an article from the ‘British Car’
magazine, December 94 issue,
regarding Triumph Heralds and
thinks we may find it of interest,
you bet Dave and thanks very
much for your welcome input.
HERALDING THE HERALD. by

G - XD

never seen one in good shape. Some still recount
stories of friends that ran ‘beater’ Heralds in High
School or college as cheap transportation.

Let’s face it, any car in these situations is going to
be pretty awful.

My car was built in May 64 and imported to Los
Angeles in June of that year. It was not purchased
and registered in Arizona until January of 65, and
has stayed there ever since. | spoke with the original
owner and he said this was his first new car pur-
chase. Including myself the car has had three own-
ers since then. Another member of the Desert
Centre Triumph Club restored the paint and uphol-
stery before selling the car to me last October. |
have been searching for and replacing rubber, plas-

tic and chrome pieces ever since. It has the
original 1147cc engine and transmission and
has no rust (Lucky Devil! - Leon), with only
minor repairs to the body.

In March, the car won first prize at the All
British Car show over a half dozen beautiful
Spitfires. Since becoming involved with my
Herald, | have spoken with seven people
restoring these cars or maintaining low
mileage examples. The attraction of the
Herald is simple. It has seating for four peo-
ple, a burbly if not overly powerful engine,
and it looks like a 57 Chevy if designed by
an ltalian and built by the British.

(For comparison purposes, here’s a photo of
the Sports Six & 57 Chevy, belonging to Steve and Janet Hedke of LA).

The Herald
is just now
being dis-
covered by
people who
love British
Sports cars
and have a
family. All
this makes
me wonder
now about
a rumour |
heard
recently that the second edition of the Illustrated Triumph Buyers Guide
is going to have nothing in it about the Herald or the Vitesse. Maybe
this view of Heralds as ‘pretty awful’ is more pervasive than 1 thought.
At any rate, the author should add the word ‘selected’ to the title.

No car that begat the Spitfire, Vitesse, GT6, Bond Equipe, Amphicar
and countless Specials should be left out of any Triumph book, much
less a buyer’s guide. One cannot ignore the growing popularity of these
cars, and since there were over half a million Heralds built they will
become more and more popular. It isn't a fluke that the largest car club
in the world is based on these cars (18,000 members TSSC in England).

Maybe by the 100th issue of British Car mag we will see the Herald
in the ‘Most Underated’ category, ‘Best Daily Drivers’, or ‘Most
Desirable’? OK, so I'm pushing it with that last category. Keep up the
good work. (Editors Note: The Triumphest held in Southern California
in October 94, Lindly’s Herald convertible won
the ‘Gold Award’ as well as the ‘Judges Special’
Award, not too bad for a car that's ‘pretty awful!’)
Once again, thanks to Dave, Lindly and British
Car magazine.

Next along is a letter from member (93/46027),
Graham Main down in South Auckland, New
Zealand. He enclosed a photo of his Mkl 2 Litre
Vitesse saloon in action on the hairpin, during a
classic race meeting at Taupo Race Circuit, taken
by ‘Stew Wood the Race photographer of
Palmerston North’. Graham takes up the story: i
Taupo is located at around the middle of North

Istand and has an interesting
short race circuit, where the
Vitesse with its still standard
95BHP engine is reasonably
competitive.

On our local circuit (Pukekoe),
this car is usually ‘tail end char-
lie’, as it doesn’t have the top
speed or acceleration of the
other cars in its class, however,
it's probably the only true Class 1
classic out there.

| find competing with Lotus
Cortinas running 48mm Webers,
2 Litre injected BMWSs, Austin
Healeys with triple Webers etc.
really hard to keep in sight but
still enjoy every outing in my lit-
tle car.

As | am still the only person
competing in a Vitesse in the
North Island, the car attracts a lot
of interest and at every meeting
we have a constant run of people
coming to look at the car and
along with that, everyone has a
theory of why the car perhaps
doesn’t perform as other cars out
there or why no one else bothers




because of their ‘poor handling’.
Actually | find at this state ‘Tessi’
as we call her handles and
brakes quite well, and on
Pukekohe this car indicating
105MPH takes the sweeper off
the front straight absolutely flat
out and not many cars of this era
can do that! | find the tight cor-
ners a bit difficult though, as the
car lifts the inside rear wheel and
loses traction ‘a bit'.

For 1995, | have a Mkl 2 Litre
engine to install with mild modi-
fying and also a one inch anti
roll bar for the front, and if | can
find out actually how to make it
fit, a rear anti roll bar.

The car is lowered 1 inch all
round with a 13/60 Station
Wagon (Estate), rear spring
decambered to give two degrees
negative camber at the rear, and
has SPAX adjustable dampers all
round. The wheels are five and a
half inch wide GT6 with
Michelin tyres which I find work
quite well for road radials.

The brakes are boosted and
although t am still running off the
shelf standard brake linings, the
car stops well, in fact I can get
down to 80 yards from top speed
into the hairpin on Pukekohe — a
feat not many of my competitors
can achieve.

The car has a roll cage, and a
custom built racing seat with a
full harness and is quite comfort-
able to drive and the sound of

€

that little 2 Litre 6 is ‘pure magic’ at around 5500rpm.

I really enjoy receiving the Courier and spend hours drooling over the
classified, so many parts and accessories which are hard to find down
here and when you can, very expensive, even English prices are quite
high when
you convert
to NZ cur-
rency (3
NZ$/£1) - .
thank you
Graham, it's
letters like
yours that
help make
this maga-
zine enter-
taining! —

A letter from TSSC France — A/O
lvan Souverain, who has submit-
ted his report of the 1994 racing
season of his friend Frederic Clot
with his Le Mans replica, see my
report in April 94 Courier pages
53-56).

The 1993 season was completed
with a good result: 4th in the
national championship of France
in the classic competition called
the VHC (Vehicle Historique de
Competition), the car was spon-
sored by GB Auto Parts and began
the 1994 season at the Belgian
SPA/Francorchamps circuit on 3rd July 1994 with an endurance event.
64 cars started, although only 52 qualified SPA being a short distance
circuit of 6950 metres length and very quick. 1147cc is not the best
engine for this
sort of race.

During the
practice, the
driver qualifi-
cation wasn’t
to easy, but he
managed to
reach 45th,
the race now
being a semi-
endurance of
only six hours.
There were
only two dri-
vers for the
Spitfire, F Clot
and‘/J B Emeric, and a spare driver from Spain (E Clua) came along
completing the team. They decided to change every hour and refilled
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the fuel tank only once during
the 6 hours! The large capacity
fuel tank holding 80 litres and
the only problem they had was a
leaking radiator which was
changed in less than a minute.
After three and a half hours of
racing they managed to reach
23rd position having overtaken
a few cars in the three-half/four
litre class, they maintained this
position until the end of the
race, covering some 576.85KM
in 6 hours, 2 mins 22.77 sec-
onds at an average overall speed
of 95.840KM/H (59.9MPH).

The best lap time achieved was
3 mins, 28.4 secs and the best
total speed was 120.472KMH
(75.30MPH), coming in first in
the up to 1500cc GT category.
The next step for Frederic was
the 24 hours of Le Castelet on
11th November 1994, also
known as the Deux Tours
D'Horloge, not a Le Mans style
Grand Prix, but still very difficult
to complete.

To be quite sure of his car in
order to achieve 99% reliability,
Frederic began to prepare his
car in August with a full engine
rebuild, a new gearbox and a
lower ratio differential (3.63:1),
a new clutch, new brakes and
bearings and a complete suspen-
sion overhaul.

The main problem being to find
enough money through sponsor-
ship, and to create a team of
four drivers, ie Clot/Emeric and
Normand/Pomchele, and six
team crew members comprising
four mechanics and two extras
for tactical assistance and time
keeping duty.

One other problem was the dif-
ference between the drivers, so
a new seat was purchased. All
the team arrived on Friday 10th
November for the ‘Essaies’
(practice), and of all the qualify-
ing cars, the Spitfire was once
again the smallest in terms of
engine capacity.

They decided to get themselves
organised. Every 1 hour and 50

minutes they swapped the driver, each pit stop to be below two min-
utes. The start of the race was at 3pm Saturday 11th November 94, and
everything was ready.

During the race, the Spitfire was making a good average time until
9pm when it was two minutes late! The team was worried until finally
the car arrived, nothing serious, just too fast a corner with the car spin-
ning around — a front tyre was a bit worn after that, but soon everything
was back to the regularity through the long hours of the night drive.

The morning after was as expected, the position being 16th and just
behind a Porsche 911, this position being maintained until the end of
the race. The final result was 16th position with a first in Class, 5th in
GTS Category with the only English built car ahead being a lone Austin
Healey 3000, the rest of the crowd of MGA, MGB, AH 3000 and TR4
and also the big Jaguars including XK140 and E type, were all behind
the diminutive Spitfire!

In the 24 hours, 6 minutes 5.86 seconds, the only maintenance was
the oil level, just half a litre, and the average speed? 109.254KM/H
(68.28MPH), not too bad for a Spitfire!

1995 Season programme of Frederic Clot/1147cc Spitfire Le Mans
replica. Magny Cours (current French GP circuit) south of Nevers on
N7. Montlhery (historic circuit) south west of Paris off D51. Le Castelet
(AKA, Circuit Paul Ricard, located at Pau in the French Pyrenees, the
Basque region of France). SPA/Francorchamps, south west of Spa, to the
south east of Liege, off the N62 and A27 in Belgium, and Jaraura in
Spain.I'm sure that you'll all join me in wishing Frederic and friends all
the very best of luck and remember ‘Glory Still Exists’, is an old
Triumph maxim.

An invitation has reached me from
Didier Thoue (Liaisons Clubs
Etrangers) of the Triumph Club of
France (Le Club de Toutes les
Triumph). He says: Dear friends,
best wishes to you all, from T.C. de
France, Committee members and |.
We should like to advise you of the
dates/details of our major Triumph
event this year.

It starts on Thursday 25th May
1995 in the afternoon in the city of
Sarlat (Perigeux area), south west of
France. Friday 26th May, a visit to the countryside (famous caves), to
Rocamadour and Gouffre de Padirac, lunch at ‘La Table au Fou’, one of
the most popular French humouristic restaurants. Rowing boats in the
afternoon (racing), then dinner in the hotel, followed by typical country
dancing. Saturday 27th May, and a visit to the most famous historic
caves, funch at Les Eyzies, and return by the ‘Bastides’ valley and a visit
to Castelnau Castle, with dinner at ‘Relais des cing Chateaux’ Inn.
Sunday May 28th, a free morning, then a visit to Sarlat Auto Museum, a
car show in the town square, then a reception at the town hall followed
by lunch and prize giving. There will be an organised dinner on the
Saturday night for those who wish.

if any members are interested in participating in th is very pleasant
sounding event in a beautiful part of France, please contact Didier
Thoue direct by writing to him at 35 Rue des Sources, Aubergenville,
78410, France (Tel: 00-33-30-95-79-77 but remember they are two
hours ahead of UK time!) That’s all for this month folks and please take

care out on the roads. %




Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration
THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0181 - 994 - 3395

FAX: 0181 - 995 - 7599
FULL SERVICE £70 PLUS PARTS AND VAT.

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate to

call us for a quote or just advice on a problem or future purchase.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL WORK s
o\ N AMEX/ DINERS ——

CARS FOR SALE B STEERING WHEELS

\ RE- C TRE
Spitfire 1500. No MoT. LE(,;("I)*‘L/[I;;;F]I*)OIN
W Reg. £500.

ORIGINAL
Herald 13/60 Convertible. SPECIFICATION
HOODS SUPPLIED AND No Mo £650.

: £45 + VAT
FITTED. IN FACT ANY Vitesse Convertible.

Tt e v o | (@oniton tmproveanter [ HUUCLETORBRID
SHe SUPPLIED AND ITTED OST
(LUB C4RS

1 Owner from New
Full History, Top Condition
ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS
CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND
DIFFERENTIALS,
STANDARD OR
MODIFIED SUPPLIED.
FITTED AND TUNED.

FOR A QUOTATION.
CUSTOMERS OWN HUBS
SPLIT AND SPRINGS

MOUNTED. £5,500

\10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4 /

- . = ’

Superior Quality

CAR HOODS & CARPETS

SAVE £££'s
BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY!

Buy direct from the factory that manufactures
replacement hoods for most British and European
Fasteners X Sports cars. Prestige Car Hoods are made to very
Jactory fitted for  exacting factory standards, and are guaranteed to fit
a precise fit precisely.
Industry standard

H/duty  Original Duck  Mohair

U.V. Stabilized ~ Spitfire MK.1-3 £64.95  £79.95  £124.95 £180.95
windows Spitfire Mk.3-4 zip  £69.95  £89.95  £139.95 £194.95
DIY fitting Herald/Vitesse £64.95  £89.95  £139.95  £194.95
instructions Tonneau covers from £59.95, Hood covers frem £45.95
gupiplied “H/duty” is 1 Heavy Duty quality PVC. “Original™ is Original Ouality Material.
Contrasting Duck is a black canvas hooding material. Mohair is the finest quality canvas

Piping available hooding available. . 3
e Whole interior,

All prices tailored to fit
include VAT. LUXURY CARPET SETS “precisely
Carriage exti Standard carpets available in black only. Deluxe available in

8 colours. Sound deadening kit is 1/2" thick, self adhesive

SEAT COVERS & TRIM KITS // ‘ ‘/’ | felt, designed to fit under our carpets to reduce interior noise
/ /]

levels and help reduce wear and tear to the carpet set.

Trim Panel / Sound
Vinyl Leather Kit B A\\‘X/ / Standard Deluxe Deadening 10% OFF
| / . . . oA
Spitfire Mk.IV £84.95 £191.95  £79.95 ‘/( ' All Spitfires £62.95  £77.95  £39.95 Felt }in st 18
. ) L\ e s Herald/Vitesse £42.95 £62.95 £29.95 purchased with
Door trim panels £39.95 pair, W/arch panels £19.95 pair, ™. “ }V GT.6 " £78.95  £99.95  £49.95 carpel sel

. A

Rear panel £29.95

Trade enquiries welcome
DAILY DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT EUROPE
Tel: (0151) 608 8683 Fax: (0151L608 0439

We accept Visa, Master card and American Express.
PRESTIGE AUTO TRIM PRODUCTS LTD -
3 Prenton Way, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside, L43 3DU

SPITFIRE ~ NEW USED FAST  CAR
SPECIALISTS. SPARES. SPARES. ORDER. SALES. JET

BRAKE DISC £12.86 | HEADER RAIL SEAL £6.99 REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS £32.90 pR
BRAKE PADS £7.64 | STAINLESS EXHAUST,MK3  £132.78 | TOP QUALITY CARPETS £66.98
BRAKE SHOES £11.69 | STAINLESS EXHAUST, MKIV ~ £133.95 | ORIGINAL QUALITY HOOPS  £97.53
MASTER CYL KIT (SINGLE LINE) £4.05 | STAINLESS EXHAUST, 1500  £133.95 | LOCKING PETROL CAP £12.93
REAR WHEEL CYLINDER £7.34 | STEERING RACK RECON £31.73 DOOR MIRROR CHROME §12.34
RECON CALIPER MK 3,IV/1500 £37.60 | TRACK ROD END £6.75 FULL BRAKING KIT £37.60
RADIATOR RECON,MK3,IV/1500 £64.63 | STEERING COLUMN BUSH £5.11 FULL SERVICE KIT £21.74
WATER PUMP NON-VISCOUS ~ £31.73 | ANTI-ROLL BAR LINK £11.69 FRONT SUSPENSION KIT £47.00
STARTER MOTOR RECON £20.56 | FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS ~ £37.60 pr | FRONT SPRING/ SHOCKER KIT £79.90
ALTERNATOR RECON £32.84 | FRONT TRUNNION GENUINE ~ £14.69 REAR SUSPENSION KIT £33.49
PETROL SENDER UNIT £22.15 | FRONT VERTICAL LINK £42.30 FULL SILL KIT £35.25
ENGINE MOUNTS £4.40 | FRONT BEARING KIT £12.39 HOSE KIT (FULL) £19.98
FUEL PUMP, ALL TYPES £13.51 | TOP BALL JOINT £10.28 ALL AVAILABLE BODY
FRONT SCREEN SEALIV/ 1500  £16.74 | REAR LEAF SPRING IV/1500  £57.87 PANELS STOCKED AT
OUTER WEATHER STRIPS £.88 | REAR DRIVE SHAFT £58.75 THE BEST PRICES.

TEL: O1773
T8 SASSSU

' FAX:
OU773

SIS TSI

FREE PRICE LIST
ON REQUEST.

CENTRE | BELPER,

s | DERBYSHIRE DE56 10Q.




ery good

news.

3139 KV
the Triumph works
Stage Il Spitfire
which | wrote
about in last
months Courier
has been found.

* This car was given to the
motoring press to drive in 1965.
The engine was 1147cc with an
eight port head plus twin Webers
producing 90bhp at 6500rpm.
Autocar loved it. “Everyone on
our staff who drove the test car
came back looking years younger
and full of enthusiasm for it. We
would readily add it to our
stable, if funds permitted, as a
means of relieving depression.
Someone even suggested it
should be available on the
National Health. More about this
car next month when | should
have some photos.

The next car that | want to find
is RRW 589H. This is a late
Damson Spitfire MklIl. This was
also a press release car, having
first being sent to British Leyland
Special Tuning Department,

€

Special Tuning Spitfire.

Abingdon, Thames, Berkshire. The
conversion consisted of twin one
and a half inch SUs, fabricated
exhaust manifold, Mk4 rear
suspension and front anti roll bar,
adjustable front dampers and
headlamp cowls.

reworked head, different
camshaft etc etc. You could be
looking at a 0-60 time of 9-10
seconds and even less.

I drew the chart years ago just
for comparison of speed times
between all the different Mks of
Spitfire. As you can see the
Special Tuning Mklil Spitfire
comes out tops even beating the
1500 from 0-60. So if you own
or know what happened to RRW
589H, please contact me.

The one and a half inch SUs fit
the Mkllls standard inlet manifold
but the opening needs grinding out
a little to match the carbs.

The rear spring and front anti roll
bar is a straight replacement job.

MPH

100+ SPECIAL 1500 MKl MkIi Mic4 Mii
i 1500 Mic! kit Mk4
1 kil
90

T ¥ 1 ¥ | N 1 ' [ ’ [ '
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

SECONDS

A Speed Time comparison chart.

You can even get away with using
the smaller Mkl rubber bushes,
cups and U bolts for the roll bar if
needs be. These two suspension
modifications are a must for all
early Spitfire owners who want
excellent handling capabilities.
The headlamp cowls are made of
perspex and fit straight over the
headlights. If anybody has a pair of
these or even one that are for sale,
give me a ring.

So just by changing the carbs and
adding a four branch
manifold you can loose two
seconds off a standard Mkllis
0-60 time from 14.5 to 12.4
seconds. Not bad. Go further.
Skimmed head, larger valves

Patrick Murphy’s
Signal Red Mk I.

EsFRE"T 71 COErdrJdi s

I had a phone call from Mick
Dolphin the Triumph Spares
Specialist. He says he had a chat
with a chap a few years ago who
was going to restore FC3, is this
true? Also he was the last owner
of FCA4.

He bought the car twenty years
ago for £15 minus its engine. He
only bought the car for its bonnet
as the rest was past it. Being FC4
it was the last of the four pilot
production cars built in August-
September 1962. It was probably
one of two Spitfires used to make
its public debut at the London
Motor Show in 1962. Mike only
found out that the Spitfire was
the fourth one built years later as
he always keeps the commission
plates of all the cars he scraps.
After cleaning the plate he found
it only had one digit on it. If he
had known that before he would
have tried to save it. What
a shame.

The handsome Mkl Spitfire
belongs to Patrick Murphy,
Norway. He goes on to say “I
found the car advertised for sale
in the Courier by Southern
Triumph Services. A total body
off rebuild was required. This,
along with a LHD conversion
was completed to my great
satisfaction. The car is absolutely
superb mechanically and
aesthetically!

When parked next to a Jaguar E
Type at a car show in Oslo it is
unnecessary to tell you which car
attracted the most attention. The
car has so far been driven 4500
miles since the rebuild, and apart
from an oil change, the only
problem | have had with the car
is that | have had to take a break
in the joy of driving to fill up
with petrol! Can one ask for
better proof that an old, well
prepared and well cared for
Triumph belongs out there on
the road!” *

O




SIX SPARES
)

HOTLINE No.

“OPENING HOURS! Mon-Fri

K Y SIK SPARES T
s THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST

Jy !@ ‘_(,' Manufacturers and Suppliers of Triumph Spares
Lo the Retail, Trade & Export Markets
MASSIVE stock of New & Used spares for HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 and SPITEIRE

O 1 8 1
New Address: REAR OF 140C Heath Road [behind Alberts Music Shop)
Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN e
Callers Welcome — Ring First For Directions
10am to 6pm, Sat 11am to 5p

MARCH EXCLUSIVE OFFERS TO T.S.S.C. MEMBERS
PLEASE QUOTE MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

E

8 9 2 O 1
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SEALS — HERALD/VITESSE
Front windscreen seal .....

Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead se
P seal on windscreen frame ....

Hood header rail seal, front

Front quarter light rubbers per pair ...........

Door glass glazing seal .........
Hood side seal (top of door)
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap,
Door aperture seal, convertible ................

Door aperture seal, saloon
Front valance seal ..
Door check link sea
Gear lever gaitor

Door skin to door glass outer weatherstrip
Door skin to door glass inner weatherstrip

Chrome door aperture seal cappings .

Saloon roof to header wiscreen frame seal,

Hood fronter outer finisher/seal (white only) origina

Handbrake galtor

Triumph pedal rubber
Bonnet stop cone ......
Master cylinder dust cover/boot
Boot seal — as original . ........

Boot seal (non original) ...
Estate rear tailgate glass seal — original .
Rear quarter wind seal, sal

Rear windscreen rubber, saloon ..
Window runner channel, front
Window runner channel, rear .
Rear roof to deck seal, saloon ..
Petrol tank filler neck seal .....

7" Headlamp seal HERALD
Petrol tank sender unit cover .
Petrol tank drain neck seal, sponge

SEALS — SPITFIRE/GT6

P seal on windscreen frame ..............
Roof to windscreen top seal, GT6 |, Il
Hood header raillhard top seal, front .
Door skin to door glass outer weatherstrip

Door glass glazing seal ...........
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal ..
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap
Door check link seal ...........................
Door aperture seal (Furflex) SPITFIRE
Door aperture seal (Furflex) GTé

Triumph pedal rubber .
Bonnet stop cone .....

Master cylinder dust cover/boot .
Boot seal ...

Door skin to door glass, inner weatherstrip

Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I, II, Ill, GTé I, n
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé Il ...
Gear lever gaitor, SPITFIRE (ALL), GT6 |
Handbrake gaitor, SPITFIRE |, L IV.

Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I, I, Ill, GT6 I, Il ...
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Il

Tailgate ape , GT6
Tailgate glass seal, GTé6 ..

Petrol tank filler neck seal
7" Headlamp seal SPITFIRE/GT6

ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE - PLEASE RING.

CHROME/LOCKS/BRIGHTWORK/BUMPERS

Front wiscreen insert, HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE |,
I, 1, GT6 1, Il
Tailgate rubber insert GT6 I/ .
Cover clip for inserts ..
Door handle I/h HERALD,
Barrel and keys, right hand, HERALD, VITESSE .
Door cam lock RIH HERALDIVITESSE ...............
Outer door handle ass. SPITFIRE I/lI/lll, GTé I/
Outer door handles (matched pair) black or chrol
SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Ill (includes lock barrels)

Matched pair of door lock barrels, SPITFIRE II/lll, GT6 /Il . .£14.04
Matched pair door lock barrels, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Il . £14.04
Inner door handle assembly SPITFIRE I\//1500, GT6 il ....... £17.04

Inner door handle chrome bezel SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 il . £4.11
Window winder handles and inner door opening

handles all other models — please state model
‘B’ post striker catch SPITFIRE, GT6 ...
Boot hinges (pairs) HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE I/l ... £19.98
B post strikers, less slider, HERALD/VITESSE, pair £23.50
Boot ‘T" handle and keys HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE I/l £12.34
Boot lock assembly SPITFIRE IV/1500 s
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GTé I/l .
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GTé Il ..

Boot latchistriker assy SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé6 all . . £8.52
Chrome flip top petrol cap SPITFIRE IV/1500 . £22.33
Lock barrel and keys for GTé petrol cap . £8.17
Locking petrol cap, SPITFIRE, chrome ...... £15.28
Locking petrol cap, HERALD, VITESSE, chrome, £7.64
Chrome wiper arm assembly all models . £7.64
Stainless wiper blade all models ............. £6.95

Bonnet mirror (head & stem), HERALD, VITESSE, ORIGINAL from £16.74
Door mirror (black or chrome), SPITFIRE I\V//1500, GT6 il .. £13.51
Bonnet lock kit (pairs) all models .

Bonnet catch assy all models ......
Steering column Jock assy SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 | .. £35.19
Ignition barrel and keys SPITFIRE I/1l/lll, HERALD, VITESSE, GTé | £4.99

Ignition barrel and keys as above HIGHER SECURITY ......... £8.52
Matched lock set GT6 I/ll, door, tailgate & ignition locks .. £21.15
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet 10cks ............... £29.38
Matched lock set SPITFIRE I, door boot & ignition locks ... £14.69
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks .............. £23.50
Matched lock set, SPITFIRE Il/lll, door, boot & ignition locks £22.33
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks .............. £29.38

Matched lock set, HER/VIT, door, boot, ign., c/box locks .. £19.98
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks £29.38
Cubby box lock assy, HERALD, VITESSE ........... ... £7.64
Rear overrider HERALD, VITESSE, fully pressed (each) £29.95
Front overrider, HERALD 948/1200, original (each) ........... £34.66

B post capping SPITFIRE IV/1500 ......................... « £4:99
Chrome w/screen washer Jet, complete ass.
original, SPITFIRE/GT6 £4.11

Chrome wiscreen washer jet, complete ass., origi., HER/VIT £4.64
Rear number plate light aluminium cowl, orig. HER 13/60 . £8.23
Windscreen frame ally capping £34.08
Rubber bumper set HERALD . £88.13
Bumper end cap aluminium HERALD ... £8.52
Front bumper, SPITFIRE IV/GT6-1ll (EXCHANGE) £141.00
Rear bumper, SPITFIRE IVIGT6-1lI (EXCHANGE) . £141.00

ALL CHROME, LOCKS, BRIGHTWORK AND BADGES DECALS &
COMMISSION PLATES STOCKED — PLEASE RING

PANELS — HERALDIVITESSE

Front valance quality fibreglass ...............c..cc......
Bonnet D plate, HERALD, VITESSE .........c.ccccooeu.
Front wing HERALD 13/60 ORIGINAL PRESSING .
Front wing VITESSE ............
Front wing HERALD 1200 ..
Front wing arch repair .
Sill, HERALD, VITESSE ...
Door skin, ORIGINAL PRESSING
Door under section repair panel, HERALD, VITESSE .£15.28
Door stepi/tread panel (not aluminium finisher) as original . £7.05
Rear wing, HERALD, VITESSE . £66.98
Rear wing arch repair .£12.87
Rear quarter valance, steel (with or without bumper strip) £16.45
Rear centre valance, VITESSE, original . . £42.30
Rear centre valance, HERALD, original . . £45.83

PANELS — SPITFIRE/GT6

Battery box ... £12.93
Front valance, original SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GT6 |, II, Steel ...... £94.00
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Ill steel, original £52.88
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé il fibreglass £19.98
Front wing, original, SPITFIRE I, II, lll, GT6 | . £61.69
Front wing, original, GTé Il .......................... . £84.60
Front wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Ill (GENUINE) ... . £38.89
Front inner wheelarch, outer section, I\V/1500, GT6 Il ..... £25.50
Sill, all SPITFIRE, GTé, as original .£18.80
Door skin, SPITFIRE I, II, ll, GT6 I, Il .£22.33
Door skin, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé I .£22.33
Full floor, ONE SIDE, front to rear . .£39.95

Heelboard panel ................c.ccc.i. .£18.80
Heelboard bracket for radius arm .£18.80
Rear wing, SPITFIRE I, ll, Ill, GT6 I, Il, original . .£76.38
Rear wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Ill, original ... £111.63
Rear inner wheelarch, outer section, IV/1500, GT6 Il .£32.90
Rear valance, SPITFIRE I, II, lll, GTé |, original . . £45.83
Rear valance, SPITFIRE I, I, lll, GT6 I, Il . £40.34
Rear valance, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 il . . £30.55
Boot floor, all models . £58.75

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER
PANELS STOCKED
PLEASE RING
MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING
Front trunnion/swivel ORIGINAL STANPART ....
Front lower w/bone assy. inc. bushes, all models
Adjustment shims for above
Front wishbone bushes
Steering rack exchange .......
Driveshaft all models non rotoflex ...
Rear hub and stud assy. Non Rotoflex, ORIGINAL
UJ flange to diff, small or large .
NEW propshafts from ...
Front vertical link VITESSE, GT6, original .
Front vertical link HERALD, SPITFIRE, original.
Front wheel bearing kit (inc. hub felt)
Top ball joint all models ..
Track rod end all models .
Universal joint, all models
Front suspension bolt/nut kit, all models
Rear suspension, non roto, bolt/nut kit, all models .
Front coil spring STANDARD, state model
Front coil spring HEAVY DUTY, state model ...

Front shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models £22.33
Rear shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models £19.95
Rear full wheel bearing kit rotoflex models ... £16.45
Rear full wheel bearing kit non rotoflex models £16.45
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I1\V/1500, GT6 Il late NEW £68.15
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I/l NEW/ ...... £58.75

Rear leaf spring GTé I/, rotoflex NEW/
Rear leaf spring HERALD, NEW/
Rear leaf spring VITESSE 1600/l NEW
Rear leaf spring VITESSE Il NEW
FUEL SYSTEMS & CARBS
Petrol tank sender unit HERALD, VITESSE
Petrol tank sender unit SPITFIRE
Fuel pump HERALD, SPITFIRE
Fuel pump VITESSE, GTé ....
Carb repair kit (Stromberg) inc. needle valve .
Carb repair kit (S.U.’s) inc. jet

FULL RANGE OF NEW AND FULLY RECONDITIONED
CARBS AND SPARES AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING

BRAKES ETC.

Brake master cyl, SPITFIRE I\V/1500 single line .
Brake disc 4 cyl models ..
Brake discs 6 cyl models .
Brake drum, late GT6 Mklil (ORIGINAL)
Wheel cylinders — state model
Brake hoses front/rear — state model .
MOUNTS & BUSHES

Engine mounts 4 cylinder ................ccc.o..... .£4.70
Engine mounts 6 cylinder ........ .
Overdrive gear box mounting .
Standard gear box mounting ...
Steering column bushes (excluding late 1500)
Bump stop rotoflex suspension ..................
Rear inner wishbone bush rotoflex models
Rear spring eye bush, all models : €5
CLUTCHES BORG & BECK 2 YEAR GUARANTEE (3 plece kit)

HER 1200, 12/50, 13/60, SPIT I, I, ll, IV, DIAPHRAGM ...... £56.40
SPIT 1500 . 79:30
VIT 2 Litre, GT6 all models £82.25

MARCH SPECIAL
FULL SILL KITS, 3 piece (as original)
(includes inner sill, inner sill

strengthener, outer sill)

SPITFIRE (ALL)
GT6 (ALL)

ONE SIDE £32.90
BOTH SIDES £53.45

HOODS, CARPET SETS AND INTERIOR TRIM
Hoods HERALD, VITESSE — original quality
Hoods, SPITFIRE zip rear window — original quality
Hoods, HERALD/VITESSE — double duck/canvas
Hoods, SPITFIRE — double duck/canvas ..............

..£88.13
£88.13

Headlining, HERALD/VITESSE, saloon, Coupé £44.65
Pair of front seat recovering kits HERALD/VITESSE £123.38
Rear seat covering kit HERALD/VITESSE . £123.38

Pair of door trim panels, HERALD ...
Pair of door trim panels, VITESSE .
Pair of rear quarter trim panels, convertible HERALD
Front scuttle side panel, HERALD/VITESSE .......
As above, left hand for VITESSE, with pocket
Under dash mill board panel HERALD/VITESSE
Seat base diaphragm HERALD/VITESSE ...
Carpet set, SPITFIRE, tufted and bound
Moulded carpet set, SPITFIRE .............
Moulded carpet set, GT6 (state model)
Mouided carpet set, HERALD/VITESSE
Car seat recovering kit SPITFIRE I\V/1500 black (car set)
Door trim panel SPITFIRE 1\V//1500 black
NEW. SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 lil, dash top cover .. £29.38
Door trim panel GTé — state model £2
Glove box SPITFIRE, GT6 each ........
Pair of sun visors SPITFIRE I\VV/1500, GTé6 i
Engine bay valance GT6 .
Rad cow! GT6 ........
Rad cow! SPITFIRE .
LIGHTS AND MISCELLANEOUS

Indicator light unit, Spit Ill, IV/1500, GT6 Il ...
Halogen headlight conversion set HERALD, SPIT!
Halogen headlight kit, Vitesse .
Wood rim steering wheel all models
Leather rim steering wheel all models .
Fibreglass tunnel covers, state model
Overdrive column switch cow!
Alloy rocker cover, 6 cylinder .
Alloy rocker cover, 4 cylinder .

WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY SPEC
OF DIFF AND GEARBOX OR ENGINE,
PLUS SPARES FOR ALL MODELS

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR POST AND
PACKING CHARGES
PRICES INNCLUDE VAT
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At the top, both No. 5 and No. 6 rockers had snapped but amazing- cranks alignment. Spot on was the reply. Down

ly the head was undamaged with the valves moving freely and the again with the block to check the line bore — spot
push rods still straight. on. Mmh ... ..

Five weeks later saw me and Bill Sunderland in the early hours of a i Eventually the problem was diagnosed as the line
cold Christmas night finally tracking down a suitable Herald 13/60 : bore being fractionally undersize and a line bore
block, crank and set of con rods, having first dismantled 3 other ] was the only option, a job | wasn't keen on entrust-
engines. The block was rebored and the crank reground and balanced ¥ ing to the machine shop. My fears were justified
along with the clutch and flywheel brought back to Hong Kong in a when the block was returned. With the main bear-
rather heavy suitcase! With the kind assistance of Dave Bayliss, the ings torqued down on the crank, the crank span and
block and crank, as well as another sump, new pistons and gaskets etc, span and span . .. .. One way of increasing BHP |

t seems a /ong time were all flown back to Hong Kong for the rebuild. suppose by reducing engine friction, but would |

have any oil pressure! The pistons and con rods

ago now since the

autopsy was done
on Quasi’s engine
after the 1993 Macau
Grand Prix. Removing
the sump immediately
revealed the reason
for Quasi’s untimely
departure from the
race — a mangled No.
3 con rod surrounded
by hundreds of pieces
of smashed piston and
bearing. Looking up
under the engine
revealed more dam-
age in the form of a
hole in the side of the
block not immediate-
ly seen, the bottom of
No. 3 bore cracked
away, a great gouge
in the side of the oil
pump preventing it

distributor? NO. Temperamental Webers? NO. The
new Sports Coil? NO. The problem was eventually
traced to “invisible” corrosion on the points which
once removed with emery paper, the engine started
first time — thankfully with good oil pressure. The
humidity in Hong Kong has to be seen to be
believed. Rusted spark plugs had already been
replaced and corroded contacts was also the reason
for the Voltage Regulator not charging the battery.

rotating and the top of o
No. 3 piSfO” jammed ~ There was plenty of time to run the engine in
at the top of the bore The rebuild did not prove to as trouble-free as it should have been. were balanced and carefully assembled as described  before the fII‘St. race, which was just as wc.all really
P 5 - Upon tightening down the main bearings the crank locked solid. Had in Courier 171. The rest of the rebuild proceeded because clocking up 800 odd miles running back-
—-nota pfetfy Slghﬁl,,> the crank been bent in transit? Down to the local machine shop, of ' without further hiccups, but with the engine rein- wards and forwards along Hong Kong’s 15 mile

which there are many in Hong Kong of varying standards, to check the stalled in Quasi, would it start? NO. Back to front long motorway can be quite monotonous
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that could pull
the skin of the
proverbial rice
pudding.
Webers, tappet
clearances, cam
timing, ignition
timing and
advance were
all checked and
adjusted to find
the optimum.
The fruits of my
labours would
not be known
until Quasi
could be used
in anger on the
track.

- even with a Spitfire!

However the time was put to good use, trouble
shooting problems and attempting to get the timing
spot on, for it has to be said, Quasi was a real **=+*
to drive, with no power below 5000 rpm or torque

improving Quasi’s performance, albeit with a bud-
get of zero, were investigated. The new regulations
dictated that the car must clear a three inch block
and with Quasi’s front anti-roll bar only three and
three quarters of an inch above the ground, the sus-
pension couldn’t be lowered any more. However
additional

shims were
added to the
front suspen-
sion to increase
the camber
angle.

Not a lot
more power
could be got
out of the
engine without
spending vast
amounts of
money and
resources not
available in

Hong Kong and
with the noise limit of 110db at 75% red line, the

lowing a gear change that
dropped the revs below the
power band. A close ratio gear
set that would allow gear
changes to remain in the power
band would therefore pay divi-
dends, especially one with a
higher 2nd gear for extended use
around the tighter sections of the
Macau circuit. Triumph Tune
were once again kind enough to
provide sponsorship for Quasi
and supplied a close ratio gear
set from a GT6 suitably modified
to fit the Spitfire gearbox. With
John Kippings overdrive unit fit-
ted to the rear, Quasi’s power
became more usable.

In an attempt to exclude light-
weight specials, the new regula-
tions dictated a minimum car
weight of 95% of the manufac-
turers original weight. However
here was another area in which
improvements could be made.
Quasi retained all steel panels
and despite all the interior trim
and glass being removed was still
heavier than the factory weight!
Quasi’s hump and the roll bar
were too blame whilst the over-
drive unit wasn’t helping.
Consequently anything and
everything that wasn’t essential
was stripped off Quasi. The bon-
net and boot bracing bars, door
trims, door handles and fairly
meaty bumper irons were all
ditched as was the window
winder gear still on Quasi of all
cars! Other items were removed

to reduce weight by about 20kg compared to last year. Finally | went
on a diet!

Some recent work on aerodynamics suggested that this may be
another area where a little extra performance could be squeezed.
Certainly Quasi had been very unstable at speed down Macau’s long
main straight, with the front lifting quite alarmingly. Unfortunately
Quasi’s roll bar didn’t do the car any favours but | felt that a front chin
spoiler could provide dividends and also prevent the nose from lifting
at speed. A thin aluminium spoiler, giving a ground clearance of three
and a half inches in race trim was fitted to the front valance in such a
way as to avoid too much attention or spoil the appearance of the car.
Its effectiveness remained to be proven. Quasi’s first race was to be in
China in the southern city of Zhuhai. Motor sport is very popular in
China, as I'd witnessed earlier on the Hong Kong to Peking rally. With a
population of 1,000 million you are always guaranteed a good crowd
and the event at Zhuhai was to be no exception! Zhuhai is vying for
recognition in the world of motor sport, building a brand new Grand
Prix circuit hoping to host a Formula 1 Grand Prix in 1996/7, whilst its
street circuit competes with that of Macau.

This year the street circuit event was hosting the hotly contested
South Asia Pacific Touring Car Championships and so the event
enjoyed considerable media coverage whilst the city pulled out all the
stops in hospitality to take advantage of promoting the Zhuhai circuit.
With flags, massive banners sporting Chinese slogans hung from every
building, colourful hot air balloons lining the circuit and numerous
dragon dances, the event had a real carnival atmosphere that | shall
never forget.

The 2 day race programme was good too. Apart from the Touring
Cars, there was an International GT Endurance race that attracted some
well known names from Formula 1, as well as Formula 3 and Supercar
races. The Classic Car race enjoyed two, 10 lap practices and a 10 lap
race that would be covered live on TV. The only problem was that host-
ing the Touring Car Championship meant that the event was only one
week before the Macau Grand Prix and that the cars would be driven
directly to Macau after the race. That was fine for the professional and
local teams with an entourage of mechanics and spares etc., but for the
likes of me and others in the Classic Car race, an accident or serious
mechanical failure would mean missing the more prestigious Macau
Grand Prix. %

Quasi opens up on the Zhuhai Circui

As predicted, fellow competitors were taking the exhaust system was dictated. It was really a case of
Spitfire a little more seriously this year, to the extent looking at other ways of making the most of the
that the Lotus 7 was rebuilt with a new chassis and power that was available, and one area where this
full race engine (which in the end moved it up a could be done was the gearbox.
class) whilst one competitor went to the UK specifi-
cally to buy a car to win Class B and returned with a Quasi’s very narrow power band was a distinct

full race prepared TVR Vixen! Not wanting to be left disadvantage, with valuable seconds being lost the
out and as a result of new regulations, ways of previous year as the engine struggled to pick up fol-
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ADVANCED POLYURETHANE )
SUSPENSION BUSHES

® IMPROVED LOCATION

® TOUGH @ OIL RESISTANT

© DURABLE e EASY TO FIT

@ SELF LUBRICATING

® 2-YEAR ROAD WARRANTY

SPITFIRE, HERALD, GT6 and VARIANTS

Super Flex OE Qty. Price Each
Number Number  Description PerCar  Inc. VAT
SPF754/17.3 123998 11/16" Front anti roll bar chassis bush. 2 £2.90
SPF756/22.22 158310 7/8" Front anti roll bar chassis bush, late. 2 £2.93
BAC 1 118450 Front lower shock absorber bush and stainless slee! sleeve. 2 £4.21
BAC 12 119272/ Front wishbone bush and stainiess steel sleeve. 8 £4.52
119451 %BAC12 Special bulk retail price, 8 of more bushes. — £4.07
T108496 108496  Fan mount bush, early. 8 £1.76
SPTRM 139386 Steering rack mount. 2 £381
SPF201 ——  Front upper shock absorber bush with focation spigot. 4 £2,66
DUE 102887  Rear lower shock absorber, conical bush. 4 DUE
BAC1 119450  Rear radius arm bush and stainless steel sleeve,
MKIl GT6 and Vitesse Rotoflex. 4 £4.21
BAG 12 119272/ Rear radius am bush, and stainless steel sleeve,
119451 non Rotoflex. 4 £4.52
DUE 148874 Rear inner wishbone to chassis bush and stainless steel sleeve,
MKl GT6 & Vitesse Rotoflex, 2 DUE
DUE 149191 Rear leaf spring pad Spit /1500, GT6 Mk 11|, swing spring type, 1 DUE
131796 BAC 645  Front lower diff mount. 2 £2.84
133858 BAC 648  Front upper diff mount. 2 £472

POST & PACKING : UK. £2.00, EUROPE £3.00

SUPERFLEX Bushes already available for: 2000, 2.5, Stag, TR, MG, Scimitar, TVR, Ford Sierra Cosworth, Escort,
Rover SDf, Datsun 240 / 2602, Mini, Morris Minor, Austin Healey and Jaguar.

CHRIS WITOR TtrIUMPH 2000 & 2.5 SPECIALIST
c/o MEADOW VIEW, FARTHING GREEN LANE, STOKE POGES,
SLOUGH, SL2 4JH, ENGLAND. TELEPHONE 01753 662905 FAX 664491

NOTE: Best times to Phone: Monday 11,00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. , 1.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m., out Monday evenings.

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.00 a.m. - 10.45 am., 7.15 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. , Friday 9.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.

. (Lunch 1,00 p.m, - 1.30 p.m. - Dinner 6.00 p.m. 7.15 p.m.). Please phone before visiting, Somry, no credit cards. y.

Specialists in:
Servicing MoTs,
Gearboxes,
Mechanical Work,
Engine Work,
Body Work,

Spare Parts.

POLITE
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE ALWAYS
AVAILABLE.

CLASSIC
TRIUMPH
&= SERVICES

TIMBERTOP FARM,
MAIDSTONE ROAD,
RUXLEY,
KENT.

Workshop:
DI 30D 6254
MNMobile:
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Based in the S.E. for Service in England and Europe.

CLEARWATER
AUTOMOTIVE

A DIFFERENT APPROACH
10 CAR SECURITY.

The CD/SI-501 (patent applied for) laoks like just another immobiliser.
But rather than simply preventing the engine from starting, the immobilis-
er allows it to fire - and stops it again approximately 12 seconds later.
Further attempts at starting the engine are met with the same response.
This gives the impression of an engine fault which on carburettor fed cars
also encourages flooding of the carburettor which will result in a genuine
problem. With discreet installation of the unit and key switch it could cost
the potential thief the one thing they usually haven't got when stealing a

e .- TIME.
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(Available i positive or negative earth.)
The CDISI-501 is £39.95 + £2.75pp inc VAT,
Also on offer is the more advanced

CDISI-511 at £49.95 + £2.75pp inc VAT E

For more details or to order:
(TEL/ FAX: 0638 750983 )

Clearwater Automotive Electric, 2 The Close, Kennett,
RNr NMewmarket, Suffolk CB8 7TRA.

DIRECTORY

FROM COURIER No.1 TO COURIER 173
PLUS
QUICK REFERENCE SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
HERALD
Ring or write to TSSC HQ.

SPITFIRE VITESSE  GU6

hat an earth,

you might ask,

is a CD/S1 501
and how do you road
test it? The answer is
quite simple, it is an
anti-theft device for
your car.

It is made by Clearwater
Automotive Electric of
Newmarket and is made in
England. It is not an immobiliser
or an alarm, but is does try to
prevent theft.

The principle of its operation is
to disrupt the low tension con-
nection between the ignition coil
and distributor of your car after a
pre-set time. Once the system is
armed it allows the engine to run
normally for about 10 seconds
before it breaks the connection
and stops the engine. If the igni-
tion is switched off and back on
again the device rearms itself for
another 10 seconds and so on ad
infinitum. The result is to make it
look like there is a fault in the
engine electrics.

So how does it do it? Basically
by clever electronics in a small
(about the size of a coffee mug)
black box. Fitting is simplicity
itself and should take even the
most technically inept only about
an hour. Firstly you have to find
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somewhere discreet to fit the
black box, the manufacturers rec-
ommend somewhere in the
engine bay, but you may decide
that due to the easy access of the
engine bay on ‘our cars’ that
behind the dash may be better.
The box then has three wires lead-
ing from it. After removing the
coil to distributor wire, you con-
nect one wire from the box to the
coil and one to the distributor.
The third goes to the output side of
a key switch that is provided. The
input side of the key switch is con-
nected to the ignition circuit so
that the device is armed by switch-
ing on the ignition. The key
switch itself should also be hidden
so as to prevent anyone realising
that the device is fitted and main-
taining the myth that they are try-
ing to steal a car that has an elec-
trical fault.

Does it work? Yes it does, but
being a cynical Policeman | do
have some reservations. You may
decide that these reservations are
unfounded and that I am looking
too deeply at it, perhaps | am.
Picture the scene - it is the middle
of the night, you are fast asleep,
your pride and joy is on the drive,
the CD/ST 501 is switched on,
along comes a car thief who likes
the look of your car. He gains
access, starts the engine and drives
off, perhaps you haven’t heard
him; no alarm has been sounded.
About 10 seconds later the car
stops, the thief restarts the engine
and drives on ..... for another 10
seconds. How many times he
decides to restart the car depends
on how deep his love for your car
is. Eventually he may abandon it
(C.A.E. think the carburettor will
flood, but in my experience this
hasn’t always happened), but he

may investigate the electrical
fault! What he finds is no appar-
ent direct connection between
the coil and distributor (assuming
he knows there should be), so he
makes one! Bingo! Bye bye car!
The other problem is, that in
each 10 seconds it is surprising
how many corners he can turn
and be out of sight, giving him
plenty of time to do his work.
(Although to answer this
Clearwater make another model ,
the 511, which is dual powered
and the second circuit holds the
shutdown mode which is con-
nected to a constant live with no
power drain until the unit is acti-
vated).

OK, so maybe this is unrealistic;
Clearwater Automotive Electric
think it is. They think the thief
will give up and he probably
will, but as a cynical old.... You
make your own mind up.
Personally I'll be leaving the
alarm on as well, with hand
brake lock, wheel clamp and any
other device | can find!

The CD/S1 501 is not suitable
for some cars fitted with elec-
tronic ignition or fuel injection,
which some may see as a draw
back, but it seems to be aimed
directly at Classic Cars generally.
At (G39.95 (plus 42.75 pp) it is
available direct from Clearwater
Automotive Electric, 2 The
Close, Kennet, Nr, Newmarket,
Suffolk CB8 7RA.

In short, it is a nice, easily fitted
anti-theft device that works very
well. If you don't look to far into
the psychology of a car thief you
might think it suits your car - and
it undoubtedly will.

K 1>




ERED?

5 YOU oV

C LU B Hoo D S oS SPITFIRE “‘&‘@ SPITFIRE
CH520 - VYNIDE £80 CH531 - VYNIDE  £40
CH524 - CANVAS  £95 CH533 - CANVAS  £70
SUPERIOR QUALITY - SUPERIOR FIT CH526 - MOHAR  £120 CH535 - MOHAR  £90
PLEASE STATE PLEASE STATE
MODEL & YEAR MODEL & YEAR
HERALD/ V|TESSE

SPITFIRE |
HERALD/ VITESSE CHBRT TV YNIDE

CH522 - VYNIDE £85
CH534 - CANVAS £7O -

ST100 - VYNIDE £95
ST200 - CANVAS £135 CH524 - CANVAS £95
FREE ST300 - MOHAIR £195 yEREES CH526 - MOHAIR  £120 CH535 - MOHAIR  £90
FITTING KIT
ALL HOODS SUPPLIED WITH  wiraL POST & PACKING £4.50 POST & PACKING £3.50
BOOKLET
H/DUTY VYBACK WINDOWS ~ HooPs g, At T OGS
o COCKPIT

COLOURED PIPING AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
RING FOR DETAILS. . ((//Vo/
%AW STORM
HERALD/ VITESSE L COVERS
— r . INDOOR TOUGH PVC
. 22100 KEEP YOUR

ST101/2 - VYNIDE £95
T.Fs!ﬁs? ST201/2 - CANVAS £145 24 VYNIDE oonzlo | INTERIOR DRY
ARE FOR ST301/2 - MOHAIR £195 ’Wﬁezo c{; E N cPLTEIRE |
POST & PACKING £6.00 SUICGR HERAIDL YD
3 DAY CARRIER P&§]:65.00 P&P £3.95

MAL  TSSC OFFERS, MAIN STREET, (/o/ ORDER MOTMINE 4| E

%Y 01858 434424 o
- 1 5

©RDER LUBENHAM, LEICS, LE16 9TF.
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PAINT (O

ey s Cy
7 &5
Aol 11 &
Az - - on
W & &
XA
CLASSIC TRIUMPH COLOURS v &y
A complete range of Triumph colours all = TPOO1
manufactured from the original colour chips to SPRAY CANS £7.05
ADIUSTABLE FAN NOZZIE .
J \ ‘ each.
M | PQST & PACKING
g ANY ORDER
\g 7 Vféla:zfig:sr‘(lgéi:)vﬁ;qq-za £3.00
COLOURS AVAILABLE
CODE RED CODE YELLOW TOUCH UP TINS -lrpoc’z
CHERRY JoNGQUIL WITH INTEGRAL BRUSH ~
32 SIGNAL 34 JASMINE £2.95
72/CAB | PIMENTO 54 SAFFRON
82/CAA | CARMINE 64 MIMOSA IDEAL FOR
CAE VERMILLION 94/FAB_|INCA STONE CHIPS
CODE | PURPLE CODE | GREEN & MINOR
ALPINE MAUVE LITCHFIELD DAMAGE
TARGO PURPLE OLIVE
17 DAMSON 15 CACTUS POST &
92 MAGENTA 25 CONIFER PACKING
CODE__|BLUE 55 LAUREL £1'50
MONACD 65 EMERALD .5
RENOIR 75 BRITISH RACING FREE IF ORDERED
POWDER 85 JAVA WITH
26 WEDGEWOOD  |HAE | BROOKLANDS SPRAYCANS
56 ROYAL CODE__|WHITE
66 VALENCIA 19 TRIUMPH WHITE
9 SAPPHIRE 29 SEBRING 1 LITRE CANS (ceuuios)
126/3AA | FRENCH 39 OLD ENGLISH Ideal for DIY resprays or brush paintingla areas.
136/JA8 | DELFT NAF _ JIEYLAND Very high qualify paint
146/IMP | TAHITI CODE__|BROWN TPOO3
JAG PAGEANT COFFEE 1 UTRE CAN {ALL COLOURS) £22:95
CODE___|GREY 23 SIENNA 1 LITRE CAN (REDS) £27.95
PHANTOM 73 MAPLE ORDERS OVER 1 LITRE
BOLPHIN 93 RUSSETT EXTRA CANS WILL BE CHARGED AT £20 (COLOURS) £25 [REDS)
GUNMETAL HEP  |HIGH BUILD PRIMER POSTAGE & PACKING £4.95 + £1 PER ADDITIONAL LITRE.
SLATE RCG ROCKER COVER GOID PLEASE STATE CODE & COLOUR WHEN ORDERING.
MAIL ORDER USE 0
oo el ORDER (\ ORDER HOTLINE
G e (2] St @ﬂ@@@ 430494
LEICS, 1E16 9TF REVIEW

INEJY
RODUCTS

POLISHED

ALUMINIUM

HEATSHIELDS.

GTo I/ 117111,

VITESSE I/ 1.

FITS WITH STANDARD

STROMBERG CARBS.
HSOO2 - HEATSHIELDS (PAIR) - £25.00 inc V.A.T.

PROTECT YOUR CAR THIS WINTER

Y AT < SUITABLE
ruined many a classic car

b ks FOR ALL
Offers have comewpwitn ) UB
CARS.

BM100

£4.95

INC. P&P.

Mat, an absorbent poly
propolene felt treated
with an acid neutralising
formula and coated in
latex.

The latex sealant repels
water and keeps the neu-
tralisers sealed in, but
allows acid to seep into
the mat where it is
absorbed and neutralised.

MAIL ORDER:
TSSC OFFERS
MAIN ST LUBENHAM
LEICESTERSHIRE
LE16 9TF.

Sorine 01858 434424
= N
= (E
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Ford were already there with

the Capri range, not as direct
competition, but ready to snap
up the GT6 driver once the fami-
ly grew, by offering an extended
coupe with proper rear seats,
sporting looks and a realistic
choice of engines. o

B>

The Fiat 124 and curvaceous
Opel Manta coupes were available
but at a time when foreign cars
were still viewed with suspicion

Il

By 1973 Gilbern were out of
business.

Lotus had a magic of it'’s own

sharing the same steering rack
and front suspension, the Lotus
easily had the edge on roadhold-
ing and handling, and no doubt
when Lotus introduced the 126
bhp “big valve” version, Triumph
were well glad that it was so
expensive.

From a commercial point of
view the GTé’s nearest competi-
tor was, ironically, the “in-house”

and so posed no serious threat to
the GT6. At home the specialist
cars such as Ginetta, Trident and
TVR provided alternatives. Gilbern
were building their MGB engined
1800 GT Coupe in a tiny Welsh
factory over a butcher’s shop.

It may well have been that BL
foresaw a potential competitor in
Gilbern but any fears were short
lived. BL eventually curtailed their
direct sales of MGB engines,
leaving Gilbern to pay full price
over the spares counter.

Many devotees said goodbye to their GT6 as their families grew, or somitimes as their bank accounts grew.

Many wish they had never sold.

that no GT6 ever attempted to
match. Nevertheless the Triumph
did weigh in at half the price of a
Lotus Elan Plus 2, and it was
roomier, better trimmed and with
superior seating. The 1968 Elan
was powered by a 1558cc, four
cylinder, twin cam motor, tuned
to produce 118 bhp. By compari-
son the GT engine was a big,
relaxed, high torque, low stress
mill which left the Lotus having
to work and rev hard to display
it's power advantage. But despite

DDl E= BENAaAAlRNNs
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MGB GT but, rather like the
“swing spring” or “rotoflex” sus-
pension, we all know which we
prefer and why. However, | have
no wish to fuel the old
Triumph/MG rivalry, and so |
won't make any reference to
“chopped down Morris
Oxfords”.

It was the Japanese who | think
reproduced the GT6 formula so
well in the Datsun 240Z. In those
days when we were still green

The Mini Cooper was another close fitting “sports car” of the time,
though in a very different mould to the GTé6.
This one, seen having its roof straightened with a sledgehammer
during the RAC Jubilee rally suggests that Mini roadholding is not
quite as legendary as we are led to believe

about being “green”, Japan had
recycling to a fine art. They
exported Datsuns, they rusted,
were crushed, returned to Japan
and melted down for exhaust sys-
tems - or was it the other way
around?

Whatever, the 240Z was the logi-
cal step forward with it’s six cylin-
der engine, rakish body and
admirable handling. Put a Triumph
badge on and it could well have

been passed off as Triumph’s new
and larger GTé6 replacement,
albeit suffering the usual oriental
“tinsel” effect.

And despite wheel trims remi-
niscent of Darth Vader’s helmet,
it won the American Car of the
Year Award in the midst of the
GT6’s best sales territory. And it
was butch enough to win the
East African Safari at a time when

The VW based Avanti was one of a host of kit cars which attempted to
emulate the atmosphere of a purpose-built and compact closed

sports car in the eighties.




and risen to the heady status of
supercars. Qur Triumph, as ever,
fits somewhere between these
two extremes. It is thanks in no
small measure to the Triumph
Sports Six Club and it's members,
that the GT6 now remains as
famous and significant as ever,
not only holding it’s own in the
classic car world, but still, twenty
years on, offering a viable and
exciting alternative to modern
day transport. Long may it burn
the roads!  *

My thanks to Lee Aires for mak-
ing TKX available and for being
soaked in a rainstorm while |

Triumph’s works competition
record was a distant memory. It's
a pity Nissan let the distinctive
shape go flabby, once again in
the name of fashion.

End of an era

But the reason behind the
demise of the GT6 was not so
much the competition, hotting
up as it was, but the North
American safety and emission
regulations. The Triumph engine
had been worked and re-worked
and was approaching the stage
where further controls would
have sapped too much power for
the car to remain competitive. So
it was that after a total produc-
tion run of 40,926 cars, of which
13,042 were Mk3s, the GT6 pro-
duction quietly ground to a halt
in November 1973. Another pos-
sible competitor, the new MGB
V8 was launched by British
Leyland at about the time of the
Triumph's demise, further mask-
ing the loss of this great sports-
car. But then came the “fuel cri-
sis” and the “B” V8 began it’s
journey to join the GT6 in British
Leyland’s huge stable of lost
marques. .

CEBy

Fiat’s rear engined X19 soldiered on for another decade to prove the
market still existed, though it mainly competed against the Spitfire.

took photos, and also the owners
of CAB and STD who inadver-
tently had their GTs “snapped” at
Club meetings.

The future

Since 1974 when
the last GT6s left
the showrooms
there have been
many attempts to
filf the gap with
small, powerful,
yet practical “dri-
ver’s” cars, but in
reality none has
succeeded. And as
motoring interest
diverges ever fur-
ther between the
extremes of
expensive muscle
cars and
“tweaked” shop-
ping trolleys it is
likely that there
will only ever be a
vacuum where the
GT6 once stood.

Many of the old
time competitors
of the GT6 are now Not even the stringent American emmision regula-
gone and forgotten, tions could detract from the unique exhaust note
while just a few, that only a straight six mill can produce. They did
such as Lotus and  however seriously pull back the power output of
TVR, have stayed an engine that had reached full developernent.

|
|

Engine :
Bore x S

Max. Po
Bhp / To

Perform

Statics :
Weight
Tyres

Price :

Capacity

troke

wer
n

ance :

0 - 60 mph
Max. Speed

20 - 40 mph

30 - 50 mph
Mph / 1000 rpm
Standing 1/4 mile
Fuel consumption

Compression ratio

1998cc

74.7mm X76mm
9.25: 1

98 bhp at 5300 rpm
88.9

10.1 sec

112 mph

4.5 sec (2nd gear)
4.5 sec (2nd gear)
20.15

17.4 sec (78 mph)
33 mpg at 70 mph

2023 lbs
1555R13 Dunlop SP68

£1,254-38p
(OD plus £68-75p)

NOW

for your

FREE

catalogue!
(0191)

496
0522

2 Lines,
24 hours.

488 4791
For Credit

Card Orders

SPITFIRE GT6 MIDGET

15}

HERALD VITESSE MGB

Sales . Service . Repairs . Restoration
Panels . Hoods . Carpets . Chromework
Badges . Literature . Accessories

NEED IT FAST?

Next Day Delivery is our speciality
Fax (0191) 24 hour answerphone service for eredit card orders,

NEW MEMBERS

Ring Now to be included on our Database -
for Free Catalogues and Special Deals!

Sports Car Supplies Collingwood Building, Quality Row, Swalwell,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 3AQ.
Open 8.30 to 5.30, Monday to Friday. 8.30 to 4.00, Saturday.
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JUST A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR LARGE STOCK
GT6 Mk3 Late series extremely well preserved

Spitfire Mk3s from.......cevvvuvemeneencnniisiciececeenes £2000

CARS REQUIRING RESTORATION - NO M.O.T.
Vitesse Mk2 1971 convertible, good runner....£995
Bond Equipe Mk2 O/Drive, 6 cylinder, .....OFFERS

Spitfire 1500 O/Drive Complete......c...coeenenee..
H%rald convertible 13/60 Good structure
Spitfire 1500 Attractive in red............... -

WANTED - TOP CONDITION TRIUMPHS
ALSO M.O.T. FAILURE UNFINISHED PROJECTS
COLLECTION SERVICE

| FREEMANS DEPOT,
STANBRIDGE ROAD, BILLINGTON,

LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS.
(0525) 378078 Dren office hours mon-sat

GB

example 54,000 miles recorded.........c.cecoceev... £3950 MOST P Al%%)NNéf‘S, A
GTe Mk3 O/Drive 2 owners, genuine 47,000 miles :

s : GT6 Mk2 Fairly sound..
condition reflects mileage..........oocoeieirccrnanes £4950| g oo m e ME3 excellent...
Spitfire 1500 1979 Attractive in dark blue......£2750[ °P

GT6 Mk2 Rolling chassis
Spitfire 1500 1979 Sound example................ £1995 | Spitfire Mk3 Exgeuent

Spitfire Mk4/1500 from

Spitfire Mk3 Good for age......ccceererennicnieiiiecn
GTe Mk1 Stored last 10 years, wire wheels..... £495 Gg‘itﬁxe 1500 '81 Shell very good...........cuunc.e.

Spitfire Mk4 O/Drive conversion
Spitfire 1500 O/Drive conversion

CARS
DISMANTLING THIS MONTH
GTe Mk2, Mk3, Spitfire Mk3, Mk4, 1500
ILABLE

BODYTUBS

'6 Mk3 Fair condition

NEW SPARES - SPECIAL OFFERS
Hoods with zip rear windows only £65
Carpet set Spitfire £59
Set Spitfire Discs and Pads only £30

~—Bilington
[ TAZ145
Hemel !

PN

B SPORTS CARs  2Miles|

“

Newton Commercial specialises in
the manufacture of original speci-
fication interior trim. Our range of
Herald and Vitesse saloon trim
includes all items you require to
retrim one of these models
completely. Listed here are just a
few of the items we manufacture.

SEAT COVER KITS
FOAM CUSHIONS
SEAT STRAPS & DIAPHRAGMS
HEADLINING KITS
MOULDED CARPETS
ALL TRIM PANELS

For further information on these
and our SPITFIRE & GT6 trim
items, please send 34p in postage
stamps for our information packs.

BRITISHMOTOR
HERTTAGE APPROVED ’

1

i, race fans and fellow enthusiasts,

another race season is upon us and on

behalf of your racing members | would
like to let you know of our venues for the com-
ing year. We will again be racing with the 750
Motor Club as part of the Roadgoing Sports
Championship. ‘

Date Venue

26th March Saturday/Sunday Mallory Park
29th/30th April Saturday/Sunday Pembrey
21st May Sunday Cadwell

3rd june Saturday Oulton
24th/25th June Saturday/Sunday Lydden Hili
23rd June Sunday Cadwell
12th August Saturday Snetterton
3rd September Sunday Snetterton
24th September Sunday Brands

NB. For those meetings over
2 days, the Roadsports Race
takes place on the day as
highlighted in BOLD.

During the year it is very
much hoped that we will be
able to welcome some new
faces to the group, both with
Spitfires, one being Steve
Crane of Leicester (car ex
Dave Barnes) and Dave |
Beardsley, also working
towards the beginning of the |
season. Together with the reg- |
ulars - Kevin Ginger, Paul |
Lucas, Martyn Adams, John

Davies, Mark Field, Colin
Elstrop, Russell Munn, john
Pinkney, Mike Keenoy, we hope
that we will have a chance at
one race during the season,
where the majority of cars out
will be Triumph.

Please feel free to come and
spectate (on average the
entrance fee to a 750 Motor
Club is £6 per person, with prac-
tice in the morning and racing in
the afternoon), and we will do
our very best to put on a good
show for you!

We look forward to seeing you
during the coming season.
Watch this space for reports and
position updates. %




TRI-oomph Engineering Ltd,
Unit 2, Hill Farm,
Radlett, Herts. WD7 7HP.

TRIUMPH

SPECIALISTS

ENGINEERING LTD
—\

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - MECHANICAL - BODYWORK
LOW BAKE OVEN - FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT - ENGINE TUNING

SPITFIRE IV / 1500
Bodyshell rebuilt, excellent
Bodyshell rebuilt rebuilt very good
Bodyshell, repairable

Bodyshell, rear damage

Chassis, rolling, fully rebuilt
Chassis, rolling (GT6 parts) F
Chassis, bare, reconditioned (61"6)
Chassis, bare Mklll (good)

Doors, re- skinned

Doars, good
Doors, average
Bonpet, excelfent
Bonnet, usable o
Bonnet, MkllI, fair from
Engines; used, fropy

Engines fully rebuilt from
Geéarbox fully: rebuilt from
Differentials fully rebuilt from
Bumpers from

Wheels and tyrés from

Hood frames from

Seats, most types, from
Instruments from '
Front wings, NEW
Rear wings, NEW
Sill kit, 8 piece
Door skins

| £995
| £325

£755
£595
£95
£55

£195
£99

£75

£50

i g

=
. . £75
Y £50
* £60

£595
£187.50
£187,50
£35

£10 | MISCELLANEOUS

£45
£25

. £23.50
- E115

£99.95
£21.15

ENGINES

2 Litre Mkl, running
2 litre MKII, running
1500 for rebuilding

2421300, for rebuilding

Wi ndows from
sdnstrumen fmm

'GEARBOXES

GT6:0verdrive and prop
Vitesse overdrive ahd prop
Herald/ Spitfire from

TRIM (NEW)

Hoyods from

Carpet sets from

Door panels etc, CALL.

Cl‘#{tf::h kits from
Steetring couplings
Vitesse téar shows

£150
£150
£65
£60

£70
£75
£25
£5
£5

- £265
£265
£45

£75
£125

£45
£15
£6.90

ALL PRICES INC. VAT

MOST PARTS AVAILABLE, NEW AND SECOND HAND CARS

FOR SALE AND WANTED (ANY CONDITION)

PLEASE RING WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS
UNIT 2, HILL FARM
RADLETT, HERTS.

)
VISA
C

TeL: 01923/ 859438 - 852686

\ OR FAX 01923 853825 ’

2 -

Fosse MANOR 1995 ESN

Thank you, David Bird, for a wonderful Winter Weekend at Fosse Manor.

Having decided to take advantage of the extra day, Sheila and | drove
down on Thursday in the Ford and pouring rain, having decided to leave
the Spitfire in its dry, warm garage.

We stopped off at Bourton-on-the-Water, and saw Bob and Mary’s GT6
parked outside a coffee shop and we were not the only ones taking
advantage of the extra free day.

Arriving at the hotel we received a warm welcome from the receptionist,
shown to the Garden Suite and settled in, we were told all rooms had
been taken by the TSSC and it looked to be a great weekend.

The evening brought together friends from last year and new members,
for them, their first time at Fosse.

Friday we spent visiting Warwick Castle and town, we had missed it last
year, the sun shone, but it was quite cold.

By the time we got back to the hotel more members were arriving and
again, renewed last years acquaintances. Saturday came and David
briefed us on the morning trip (no Treasure Hunt this year), it was to be a
musical instrument museum, which was totally fascinating and enjoyable,
afterwards everybody went off to do their own thing.

The evening arrived and after dinner the entertainment began, put
together by Mary and John, abley assisted by Sue and Mick, consisting of
“Spitfire Drive”, bingo and a raffle. It turned into a riotous evening with
Dave (Anglia Triumph) and Lawrence winning most of the prizes. Sheila
and I, Malcolm and Sue getting booby prizes for the lowest score in the
Spitfire Drive, a lollipop per couple.

At short notice David had managed to arrange for all of us to go to a car
and toy museum at Bourton-on-the-Water, which again was an excellent
choice as there was something of interest for everyone.,

Then back to the hotel for lunch and, unfortunately our goodbyes, and to
make our way home.

Let's us hope we can make it again next year. Once again, thanks David
and Sylvia Bird for a great winters weekend.

Sheila and Terry Cox. (Keith)

A CHRISTMAS TALE &

It all begins in 1969. In that particular year my father became the proud
owner of his first car, a Herald 13/60 saloon de luxe (chassis number
GE39749LDL as seen on the garage bill). The car was blue with a lovely
tan interior.

Dad drove the car for thirteen years without any problems. Due to firms
cars, the Herald had only covered 63,545 kms when he decided to buy
the new Honda Quintet, in 1982.

The car was bought for the sum of 10,000frs (+£200) by a Triumph
inspector. It was the last time | saw her . . . at least that's what | thought. In
1987, | bought my first Herald 13/60, one of the last 1970 saloons fitted
with optional D-type overdrive, the car has undergone complete restora-
tion. With the years, the collection became larger with a white and grey
Herald 1200, a blue 12/50, a Dolomite 1850HL, a Willy’s Jeep, a Land
Rover Minerva (assembled in Belgium under Rover license).

The last one to arrive was a superb Dolomite Sprint fitted with all extras
and actually used as an everyday car (thanks to Rimmer Bros. in Lincoln
and Stefan Van Den Dijk, another Belgian member of the TSSC).

PEV 10 PAPER =....



HERE STARTS THE
MIRACLE

A few days before Christmas, |
received a phone call from Mr
Christian Ligot, who spotted an
add | put in a local newspaper
years ago. He told me he had a
blue 13/60 he wanted to sell less
mechanical parts, which he
needed to fit in his Mklll Spitfire
(fitted with Belgian APAL bonnet
and hard top, she’s absolutely
superb).

Interested in the car for spares,
my dad and I drove to his home
on December, late afternoon the
24th (nearly Christmas eve). At
the first look at the car, my father
immediately recognised HIS car.
After closer examination there
was absolutely no doubt left. The
key fob was always dad’s one,
several stickers on the rear win-
dow were still there and a
scratch (due to my mum’s anger
behind the steering wheel) was
still in the middle of the front
valance (as you can see on the
picture).

The car is now mine, | immedi-
ately bought it for 6,500 frs
(+£130) and is now undergoing
complete restoration. And on the
bills, chassis numbers and first
registration dates are rigourously
the same.

My father still has his plates
(138WA) on his actual Honda
Civic, but after restoration, we'll
have the 13/60 have her first
1969 plates again.

EPILOG

After thirteen years of an
unknown travel, 138WA came
back in the family, from father to
son. | know it’s incredible, but
it's true. Do you understand why
I called this story “a Christmas
tale”.

P.S. If any Belgian member of the
TSSC who reads this has ever
heard or possessed my car
between 1982 and 1994, |
would be very glad to hear about
them. You can always ring me at
phone number 011/884744, in

K 6O

Landen, Belgium.
Thanks to everyone, a very happy 1995 and keep your Triumphs
where they belong . . . on the road.

Alain Jacquemin

A ‘FERRY’ IMPORTANT MESSAGE &2

SAT 9.30-4.00

TRIUMPHTUNE

. LONDON
OPENING TIVIES 22-28 Manor Road,
MON - FrI 8.30-5.30 Richmond, Surrey, TW9 1YB

Tel. 081-948 6668
Fax. 081-940 9268

BIRMINGHAM

991 Wolverhampton Road,
Oldbury, W Midlands, B69 4RJ
Tel. 021-544 5555

Fax. 021-544 4340

Exhaust Manifolds

TT1400  1300/1500 Spitfire/Herald ~ £81.66
FS1400  1300/1500 Stainless Steel  £135.13 Inlet Manifolds
TT1700 Mk2 GT6/Vitesse £170.38 1300/1500 Single
TT10549  £96.94
% 1300/1500 Twin
TTI350  £73.44
GT6/Vitesse Triple
Kenlowe Fan Kits TT1750  £141.00
GT6/TR7/2000
729421 £95.88 Weber
Spitfire Range Carburettors

7729441 £99.88

Oil Cooler

Weber Carburettor

40 DCOE  £229.13
45 DCOE  £240.87

Installation Kit
1300/1500 Models
TT1365  £42.89

GT6/Vitesse Models

As we approach the time of year
when we all look to booking our
summer holidays, the following
incident may serve as a warning
to all who are taking to the high
seas with their car, be it a Club
car or not.

Early in January 1995 the M.V. St
Clair left Aberdeen bound for
Shetland, at 3.00am she encoun-
tered ‘horrendous conditions’ just
south of Shetland in a notorious
stretch of water called the
‘Sunburgh Roost’ (remember the
Braer). At just after 3.00am a 38
tonne road tanker laden with 23
tons of lubricating oil broke loose
crushing nine cars, luckily no one
was injured and a dog in one car
had a very lucky escape, his own-
ers Toyota Carina ended up 18
inches high.

The problems for the car owners
began when they tried to claim
from their various insurance poli-
cies. P&O Scottish Ferries DO
NO cover ANY cargo, it is carried
at own risk, unless you take out
their special ‘Travelsure’ policy,

however this only covers vehi-
cles up to ten years old, not
much good for Club cars. | guess
all ferry companies will be the
same.

Most owners then turned to their
own insurers, and again some
were told they were not covered
for sea travel.

I decided to check on my own
policies, we have three, one with
Norwich Union, which quite
clearly states:

“We will provide cover in
respect of accident or damage
occuring in G.B., Ireland, Isle of
Man or Channel Islands {OR IN
THE COURSE OF SEA TRANSIT
BETWEEN ANY PORTS THERE-
IN INCLUDING LOADING
AND UNLOADING)”

Quite easy to grasp, however no
mention of travel from the UK.
to another country.

The other two policies are with
the Dominion through Footman
James, the main one being for
our club cars, one of which is
still on the mainland, and will

Suspension
Uprated Front Road
Springs for road &
competition use.
All models from
only £18.80 each.

71768

Nylatron Uprated
Front Wishbone
Bush Kit

(Set of 8/
TT34601 Oil Cooler
£42.30 ARA221 £41.13

S

Models Covered ;

(All systems come complete with fitting kits)

£58.16

Piranha
Electronic

Ignition Conversion Kits
All Models £58.16

Spitfire/GT6 Twin Sports
Exhaust Systems

775420 Oval Silencers £88.13

775412 Round Silencers £111.63

FS5412 Stainless Steel £178.60
e ]

TR2-4A : TR5/6 : TR7/8
Spitfire : GTE : Vitesse
Dolomite/Sprint
2000/2.5

tips and every component T

Engine,  suspension, |
brakes and bodywork, ¥
plus a range of

The TRIUMPHTUNE catalogue is essential equijpment for the
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UNITS 1-9, 37 HIGH
SOHTHGATE sTLONDON N14 6LD.

We are a company whose partners have over 20 years

WE COVER ALL ASPECTS OF RESTORATIONS
& MECHANICAL WORK IN OUR FULLY EQUIPPED
BODYSHOP/ WORKSHOP.

From chassis - off rebuilds to MoT work, crash repairs exchange
engines, gearboxes overdrives & differentials & servicing.
WE CARRY MANY NEW AND SECOND HAND PARTS
IN STOCK FOR YOUR VEHICLE.

y—0181 - 886 - 0323 Y

exp@rlence with Triumph Sports Cars (including ex- factory staff).

WE OFFER
FREE INSPECTIONS AT OUR WORKSHOPS.

Before you buy, techmcal ad\flce & Valuatlons

OR FREE RECOVERY up _to 25 miles

if your vehicle is unable to make the journey,

OR FREE MOT TESTS We. pay for the MoT Test.
Full service £65.00 & Parts and VAT.

Wanted - Spitfires, @PEN MON - FRIDAY 9.00 - 6.30 SATURDAY 9.00 - 4.30
MoT failures or %%%EHGATE
. VILLAGE

running Spittires for GREEy |

NUTO T | =<— To NORTH CIRCULAR HIGH ST, O
. : CHERRY —/ WOOLPACK
anything considered. TREE PUB PUB

stay there until | sort out the fol-

lowing.-. Check your policy P & O PROBE CAR DECK CARNAGE
Section G Foreign Travel, and
Section B Loss or Damage.

Section B states in sub section
(i) ‘in transit BETWEEN G.B.,
Northern Ireland, Isle of Man
and Channel Islands’ not as the
Norwich Union who say ‘any
ports therein’

Section G states that provided
prior written notice is given plus
any additional premium is paid
cover is given providing the
journy is less than 65 hours.

I know the above will only
affect a few members, but please
check and get confirmation of
cover in writing, Footman James
have kindly now told me tht |
am fully covered within the UK.

Happy Sailing!!

Rob jenner

PEVTO PAPER ...

Picture from The Shetland Times

! SPORTSCARS .\

HERALD/ VITESSE heavy duty quahty outriggers,
ALL ‘£12* 0 ‘ACH STATE MODEL, —
‘ erails £17.63 EACH. ki,

LUCAS 7" hamp b
7" headlamp bowl seg
GCL 118 standard.....

ngh note homs, twin contaet ................... £6.50
Low note horns twm con ac% £6.50

UNIT 1,MILL STREET, KIRKCALDY, FIFE, SCOTLAND.



ovember was

destined to

be a good
month, my wife
(Julia) and I had
decided to take a
long fly-drive
holiday in America.

This had particular significance
for me as | am part way through
the rebuild and conversion of a
left hand drive Mkl GTé pur-
chased from P & H Sports Cars.
It's the usual story | only went
over to look at some spares, saw
this left hand drive California car,
and the rest is history.

Every hour | spend on this car is
a pleasure as it is totally rust free,
which is one of the reasons my
hand went into my wallet so
quickly when | first laid eyes on it
and why only token resistance
came from the wife to yet another
Triumph (we have three).

I had heard how well preserved
old cars are in California, my own
car being testimony, and thought
it would be interesting to see how
many Triumphs | could spot on
our 3500 mile journey. Keeping

R 1 I

TRIUMPH USA

Our first actual encounter with
a real live Triumph was on the
way into the airport at the Grand
Canyon, coming towards us on
the opposite dual carriageway
was a white 1500 Spit. Despite
much gesticulating | didn’t man-

an eye open for scrap yards
became part of our daily routine as
we travelled along and it has to be
said they were not as plentiful as
one would imagine. One discov-
ery | did make was a classic car
book with literally thousands of
cars being advertised in it for sale,
one could best describe its appear-
ance to that of a telephone direc-
tory. There was a sizeable section

for Triumphs, all sports cars, with
everything from a TR2 to the
loveable Spitfire. Needless to say
this weighty publication is cur-
rently doing the rounds to ‘cor
look at that” ‘blimey is that all it
is’ followed by that familiar
background accompaniment,
‘whatever it costs, you're not
having one’.

-

age to attract his attention. 1 only

the front had the visual appear-
ance of a praying mantis and han-
dled like a flatulant ox knee deep
in treacle.

It was to be hundreds of miles
before our next Triumph encounter
albeit a minor one. Our trip took
us to Las Vegas for two nights and
a day where we stayed at the
Luxor Hotel, its theme being based
on Egypt and the Pharaohs, the
hotel being pyramid shaped, con-
structed in black glass and housing
2500 rooms. | won’t attempt to
describe Vegas, as those of you
that have seen it know it’s like
nowhere else and those of you that
haven’t would have to see it to
believe it.

During the early evening of our
first full day there we ventured into
Caesars Palace, by far the classiest
hotel and into their shopping cen-
tre which is out of this world. By
this time we have a couple of rolls
of film needing developing, one of
which has several pictures of my
GT6 rebuild on it. These were left
with the shop and their 30 minute
developing service while we visit-

of developed photographs
explaining ‘that's a GT6, I've got
one of those’. The next half hour
was spent discussing the why's
and wherefores of Triumph own-
ership before we took our leave
and headed into the sunset to
risk another 25 cents on a one
armed bandit.

..l the visual
dppearance of a
Praving Manis and
hiandled like a
(latufant Ox knee deep
In {reacle.

Our next encounter of the
Triumph kind was to be in some
of the most beautiful countryside
on the way to Yosemite National

know how much | envied him
cruising along with the roof
down, while | suffered this
Pontiac Grand AM, which from

ed Planet Hollywood to purchase
a teeshirt for a friend. When we
returned the young man behind
the counter opened up the packets

get religion immediately.

tainous woodland was this old

Park. As  we
climbed steadily
up a wide moun-
tain road, heavily
wooded on both
sides, we noticed a
sign advertising
‘used tyres $8
each’ immediately
we thought, scrap
yardl A quick
handbrake turn
placed us at what |
thought was the
pearly gates, at
least | thought I'd
died and gone to
heaven, in fact if
they can guarantee
that this is what it'’s
like I'm going to

Set in 85 acres of superb moun-
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car paradise, specialising in 40's,
50’s and 60’s vehicles. The other
delight was the friendly 74 year
old owner and his wife who
were happy to chat and allow us
to wander around. Mr Pearson
(the owner) told me they didn't
often get Triumphs in but he did
have a couple, one was a Mk I
Spitfire that had been in a serious
accident and the other a Mk I
that had engine trouble. He was
absolutely right, the Mk Il was
wrecked, but the Mk Il with the
exception of a small crease in the
drivers door was intact, display-
ing this phenomina of no rust
and the most wonderful luggage
rack. Now I'm not that much of a
chauvinist but why is it the
female of the species is unable to
understand the advantages of
dumping clothes from the suit-
case to make room for a magnifi-
cent bootrack, still following a
vigorous discussion | took on
board her point of view, but I will
be pleased when the bruising
finally goes down.

We eventually arrived at
Yosemite National Park and
made our way to the visitor cen-

tre, by this time it was snowing
this part of the park being at about
a height of 8000ft. With the
weather closing in quite rapidly
Julia checked with the Park
Rangers about the condition of the
passes for the following day, while
I had a look around the craft shop.
Eventually we met up again in the
car park by the side of a damson
coloured MklIl GT6. I asked some
of the staff if they knew who it
belonged to, they said yes but
thought he was probably else-
where working.

Just as | started to photograph it a
voice said ‘can | help you’, it was
the owner. | explained who | was
and asked him if he wanted to be
in the picture but he declined, a
shy American, what next | thought.
He told me he had had the car

from new and it was up for sale,
‘no you're not, came that voice
in the background, it’s like being
married to Jiminy Crickett. For
anyone that’s interested he was
asking $2500 and just like mine
it was completely rust free, there
was a small dent in the bonnet
and a slight tear in the headlining
but otherwise it was in very good
overall condition.

After this we only saw the occa-
sional TR6 as they flashed past
my panting Pontiac. It was a fun
trip and great to see Triumphs
still around, although MGs were
very much more plentiful. Now
for the really good news, the
scrapyard is up for sale but I
haven’t quite worked out how to
break it to the wife, YET! %

INS & CO

TEL: 01342/836060

THE SUPPLIER IN THE SOUTH
HUGE STOCKS OF SECOND HAND PARTS OFF THE SHELF.
ALL COME WITH ONE MONTH’S ‘MONEY BACK GUARANTEF'.
WITH OVER 300 CARS BROKEN OVER THE YEARS WE PROBABLY WILL HAVE IT.

OUR USUAL LARGE NEW SPARES STOCK IS EVER INCREASING.

x UNIT 17C, HOBBS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, NEWCHAPEL,
nr LINGFIELD, SURREY. RH7 6HL.

PLEASE PHONE FOR FULL NEW AND SECOND HAND PRICE LIST.

{n the Road Agam

a small resurrection

t was the two

five pence sized

holes that started
it. | found them
just behind the
rear wheels during
one of my all too
usual irregular
Inspections.

The holes, together with a sag-
ging rear spring, a gearbox per-
petually shedding oil, a slipping
clutch and a rattle from the
engine caused by a total loss of
engine oil when a seal on the oil
cooler failed, causing a major
heart-searching talk:

“I can’t drive it if it's going to be
unreliable”

//NO//

“After the problems we had with
the last one we know what they
are like once trouble starts”
/lYes//

“But if we sell it or part exchange it we will get nothing for it — I'm not

prepared to do that”
/INO//

“Well, we keep it then”
“Right”

Up on blocks, plugs out, oil in bores, battery off, WD40 everywhere
and dust covers on, date January 1989. It is best to draw a veil over the
number of times in the intervening five and a half years that the restora-
tion fund got spent. Once three noughts had assembled themselves
behind the initial one pound deposit, the temptation to go travelling
was too great. Finally, in July 1994, after another one-sided conversa-

tion:

“We must either do up the Spitfire or sell it”
“Let’s do it” — | got three words in that time!

ALAN & JUDITH SAVAGE <:@:>




WORK COMMENCED

HJW 79W was purchased new
by ourselves in September 1980,
having owned another Inca
Yellow 1500 for the previous two
and a half years we decided to
buy a new one when we heard
production had ceased.

Used daily, in all weathers for
eight and a half years and for
touring in Scotland and Wales it
had given good service over
41,600 miles. In our opinion an
overdrive is essential and whilst
the original decision to have the
car ‘Ziebarted’ means we will
never win a concours, its condi-

JK, the late boxes manifest clutch slip due to a failed overdrive bearing

usually at around 40,000 miles. New, heavier pattern, rear spring fitted,

JK type. Stainless steel centre pipe and double outlet GT6 type silencer
fitted. About two inches of the

lower rear wing repair quarter pan-
els used to repair the only rot on
the car. Brakes stripped and seals
checked.

Clutch master cylinder overhauled
— silicone fluids used on replace-
ment. Wax Stat jets replaced with
club kit fixed type. Plain butterflies
replacing ‘Pop-Off valve’ type. Big
end seals replaced, end float
checked. Gearbox breather
replaced by longer plastic tube
venting at dash level in engine
compartment, JK says he has had
experience of a few late boxes

tion now is probably due to lib-
eral applications of black gunge.
Incidentally, the car was returned
from the Ziebart agent with the
front indicator/sidelights reversed
and they have stayed that way
ever since.

A six digit number plate and
some judicious trimming means
that the original plate mounting
has been maintained without
affecting the cooling and | use an
83 degree thermostat permanent-
ly with no problems.

In July and August 1994 the fol-

lowing work was undertaken:-
Overdrive stripped and rebuilt by

>

appearing to force oil out of the
breather — if the modification works | will let you know.

Rims were bead blasted and powder coated in silver to match the
wheel centres. 165/60 x 13 tyres were fitted and it was found that

contd on page 71

BRITISH MOTOR
HERITAGE APPROVED

SPITFIRE
GTe6
HERALD
VITESSE

ARTHUR STREET, LAKESIDE, REDDITCH, WORCS, B98 8JY
Tel: Redditch (01527) 520880 Fax: (01527) 520730

TRIM OFFERS

SPITFIRE & GT6 INTERIOR TRIM
Door Casings-Spit/GT6.........ccevueeurreercrenrerrerrinsecses Pair £39.00
Rear W/Arch Liner Kit-Spitfire ..Pair £39.00

Rear W/Arch Liners-GT6 .........o.veveeurrrereenrecrennronnns Pair £35.00
Rear Cockpit Liner-Spitfire .................... £26.00
Tank Liner (In Boot)......cccovverreneenee £11.00
Tailgate Liner (Black)-GT6 Il .........cc.ocoevvereeereeereernrnanns £11.25
IGIIELCR T £ o) [ | P ——————————————— Pair £12.00
Glove Box Liner-Spit IV/1500 & GT6...................... Each £10.00
Glove Box Liner-Spit I-1ll....... Each £11.00
Support Rail Glove Box Liners ...........ccccecueveennne.. Each £12.00
Door Cappings.... ..Pair £15.00
Seat Recovering Kits (Not GT6 I/1I) ..........c.ccoeue.n.e. Pair £95.00
HEAAreSES......eceeerrererseese e Each £23.00
Recovered Seats (Not GT6 I/11)

EXCHANGE .......ooeeerereeee et Pair £175.00
Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-Spitfire ..........ccceeevverrerrerennne £55.00

Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-Spitfire ..........cccoeevvevenenee £135.00
Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-GT6....... "

Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-GT6 .
Root Mat (Black Hardura)-Spitfire ..........cccveeervveereerereeenns

COLOURS AVAILABLE (EXCEPT WHERE STATED)
Black, Beige, Chestnut, New Tan, Shadow Blue,
Midnight Blue, Red.

SPITFIRE WEATHER EQUIPMENT

Hood DIY (Blk Vynide)-Spit IV, 1500 (ZRW) ................... £77.50
Hood DIY (Blk Vynide)-Spit Ill...........ccevevecrnece £67.50
Hood DIY (Blk Vynide)-Spit /Il ........ccovvererrirrrcrenrrrrcnne. £67.50
Header Rail Seal............... £5.00
Header Rail Seal Retainers (Set of 3).........cccecvvreruneeee. £10.00
Boot Seal (REPRO) £8.50
Exterior Weather Stripe & Clips .....cccceevcrveverrennnnne Pair £14.50
Interior Weather Strips & ClipS.......ccccvvevvvecvncvinnne Pair £6.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 17.5%
CARRIAGE EXTRA

HERALD/VITESSE INTERIOR TRIM
Door Casings-Herald............ccooeoerverrrreceecceececrennnes Pair £39.00

Door Casings-Vitesse ....Pair £43.00
Rear 1/4 Liners-Saloon. : Pair £47.50
Rear 1/4 Liners-Convertible.............cocovveerrreeneceee. Pair £47.50
Scuttle Liners (Plain) Each £8.50
Scuttle Liner (With Map Pocket) .............c.ccvueeeee. Each £16.00

Upper Dash Liner (Under Dash)...........cccoeueeurerceucrrnnnnne. £14.50
Lower Dash Liner (LH Footwell) . .

Vitesse LH Boot Liner (Black)......... 5
Boot to Hood Stowage Liner (Black)-Conv...................... £14.50

Front Seat Recovering Kits ............ccceecreenrerecucreccrnns £110.00
Rear Seat Recovering Kits-Saloon.. ...£105.00
Rear Seat Recovering Kits-Convertible......................... £105.00
T Q0T T 1| ————— £12.50
Front & Rear Recovered Seats Available to Order............... POA
Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-Her/Vit.........ccccccovuervrrecrnnnee. £55.00
Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-Her/Vit. ..£105.00
Boot Carpet Black-State Saloon/Conv............................. £21.00
Boot Mat (Black Hardura)-State Saloon/Cov................... £21.00

COLOURS AVAILABLE (EXCEPT WHERE STATED)
Black, New Tan, Light Tan, Shadow Blue,
Midnight Blue, Red.

HERALD/VITESSE WEATHER EQUIPMENT
Hood DIY (Black Vynide).........cccvceeerirernirnnrrerercrcsresrennas
Header Rail Seal & Retainer Kit (REPRO)...
Side Window Seal (Car Set)
Side Window Seal Retainers (Car Set) ..........c.cceeevuenneeee
Boot Seal (REPRO)
Exterior Weather Strips & Clips
Interior Weather Strips & Clips

STOP PRESS
John Hill’s all new 95 Triumph Catalogue
will be out sometime in April.
Please sent SAE to reserve your copy.




TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP BEXX Telephone

ORIGINAL BRAND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS

& 01858 434424

Handbooks
Herald 1200/12/50 £5.50
Herald 13/60 £5.50
Vitesse'6’ £5.50
Vitesse MK1 £5.50
Vitesse MK11 £6.50
GT6 MK1 £5.50
GT6 MK11 £5.50
GT6 MK111 £5.50
Spitfire 4 £5.50
Spitfire MK11 £5.50
Spitfire MK111 £5.50
Spitfire MK111 German £7.00
Spitfire MKIV £5.50
Spitfire MKIV  German £7.00
Spitfire 1500 £5.50
Sgitﬁre 1500 German £7.00
TR4/TR4A £5.50
TR250 (TRS) £6.50
TR6 £6.50
TR7 £5.50
Stag £5.50
Bond Equipe 1300 Sup. £3.00
Triumph 2.5 PI £5.50

Spitfire Glovebox Manual £7.95
TR5/6 Glovebox Manual £7.95

eneral

HAYNES W/SHOP MANUALS
(STATE MODEL) £14.95
SU Carburettors £14.95
Stromberg Carburettors£14.95
Waeber Carburettors  £14.95
Electrical Manual £11.95
BROOKLANDS BOOKS
Vitesse/Herald 1959/71 £9.95
Vitesse 1

2/71 £9.95
Herald 1959/1971 £9.95
GT6 1966/1974 £9.95

GT6 Gold Portfolio £13.95
Spitfire 1962/1980 £9.95
Spitfire Gold Portfolio £12.95
Road & Track Triumph

TR4 & TR5 & 250 £9.95
TR6 Gold Portfolio £13.95
TR7/8 1975/81 £9,95
TR7 Gold Portfolio £13.95
Stag £9.95
2000/2500 £9.95

Workshop Manuals Parts Catalogues
Herald 1200 £23.95 Herald 1200 (all mods) £19.95
Herald 13/60 £23.95 Herald 13/60 £17.95
Herald — German £3295 Vitesse 1600/2 Lir Mkl £19.95
Vitesse 23.95 Vitesse 2 Litre Mkl £17.95
Vitesse 2LMK1/11 £23.95 GT6 MK1 & 11 £19.95
Vitesse/GTo GT6 MK111 £17.95

all models? German £33.95 Spitfire 4/MKII £19.95
GT6 MKI/Iififl £23.95 pitiire :
Spitfire 4/11/11 £23.95 | | Spitfire Mkill £18.95
Spitfire IV 20.95 Spitfire MKIV £16.95
Spitfire IV/1500 Dutch £24.00 Sﬂlﬂsra 1500 £18.95
Spitfire 1500 £20.95 TR2/3 £21.95
Spitfire 1500 German £29.00 TR4 £21.95
Sgltﬂre 1V/1500 French £29.00 TR4A £21.95
TharTR3 £27.50 TR250 (TRS) £€21.95
TR4/4A £24.95 THE £21.95
TR5 (complete) £35.00 y
TR6 £95.50 TR7 £24.00
TR6 German £29.50 TRe £24.00
TR7 £29 95 Stag £23.00
TR8 £28.95 Dolomite Sprint £21.95
tag £24.00 | | 1500 RWD £15.00
mwo?gé%oslgrggl .g%gg NEW BOOK NEW BOOK
1200 FEWBHs00TC  £3 02 GT6 Gold Porttolio
1500 RW.D 1500 £21.95 100 Pages £14.95
Triumph Cars - The complete History Robson/Langworth  £24.00
The Complete History Spitfire GT6 Graham Robson £16.95
PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION GUIDES
HERALD/VITESSE - SPITFIRE/GT6 - METALWORKING each £ 7.95
Practical Classics Restoration of TRIUMPH STAG £14.95
Praactical Classics R ion TRIUMPH TR6 £14.95
Practical Classics PANEL BEATING & PAINT REFINISHING £12.95
Practical Classics - HERALD/VITESSE (full restoration) £14.50
Practical Classics - GT6 briefing (restoration etc) £ 6.50

Competition Preperation Spitfire N/IIAV/1500. 2Lir Cars £ 6.00
Tuning Triumph Cars from 1200cc to 2500cc £1

Guide to F & D.LY

2.50
SE

LY, F
& HERALD By L Porter & P Williams 312 Pages (superb) £18.95

Triumph TR4/5/6 Autofolio (much in colour) £12.50
SPITFIRE/GT6: Collectors Guide - Graham Robson £15.25
Original Triumph TR, The restorers Guide. - Piggott £20.75
THE WORKS TRIUMPHS -— Graham Rob:

50N £23.50
Complete Guide to HERALD & VITESSE - Mike Cositigan £15.95

SPITFIRE, GT6, VITES!

Make all payments payabie to Triumph Bookshop - Cheque/Postal Order/Credit Card
TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP PO BOX 28 Market Harborough Leics LE16 7FX Tel: (01858) 434424

Overseas Orders add 10% to total order to
cover extra Postage - NO VAT ON BOOKS

FAX (01858) 431936 Telephone Credit Card Orders Walcome - ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING  Payments in Sterd ng please  QD/29s/CO1

'BEAT THIS! CAR CARPETS

® 5 YEARS GUARANTEE

FREE 2" THICK SOUNDPROOFING KIT WITH EVERY CARPET
SPORTS CAR HOODS FROM £55. NOT MADE FROM UNSUPPORTED PLASTIC
VINYL ROOF KIT OODS INTERIOR ?—ir\éiDLININGS

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE. FIND THE LOWEST PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE FOR
YOUR CAR, KNOCK OFF £5 AND SEND US A CHEQUE OR QUOTE CARD

NUMBER.
‘PRICES INCLUDE VAT  ALL COLOURS
AND POSTAGE’ SEVEN DAYS

0933 223602 AWEEK

Alfa Romeo, Alvis, American, Aston Martin,

Available for ALMOST ANY car in
black, grey, dark blue, white, light/-
dark brown vinyl with leather grain
finish. Raised saddle stitched
seams. 5-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL
GUARANTEE —~ if it loses its ap-

Turkish Lassas tryres matched the tread
pattern of the original Uniroyal 280s
and seemed more appropriate to the
car than one of the modern treads.

After valuation by the Club, insur-
ance was a reasonable £157 for a
3000 miles limited policy and, clutch-
ing a newly issued MoT, we collected
a thoroughly dirty and dusty car on
Friday 9th September from Burton on
Trent. After removing as much dirt and
dust as possible, we pottered to
Avoncroft WAC on Sunday the 11th
and were thoroughly embarrassed
when a very nice lady insisted on giv-
ing us third prize, in spite of a filthy engine.

The carb mods are a rev-

elation, combined with the
twin pipe outlet silencer,
throttle response, tickover
and shut off are immeasur-
ably improved.

After nearly seventeen
years of Spitfire ownership,
we now look forward to
many more. Our thanks to
John and Fiona Kipping,
every helpful, to Andrew
Stone, ever patient, and to
Adrian Stourton, whose
peerless metalwork means
those five pence sized
holes are now invisibly
mended. . . .

.. .. Which is where |
started . . .

Audi, Austin, Bedford, Bentley, BMW,

FROM ONLY pearance another will be sent FREE

50 OF CHARGE. Ail kits include

. > y FULL SET EASY %}pz:[ffﬂ CHROME LOOK EDGING, AD-
Bristol, Citroen, Colt, Daf, Daihatsu, bead

£s ess TO FIT HESIVE AND INSTRUCTIONS.
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MOTOR UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES, 14 ANNE ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS MOT/UPHI494

About H)W 79W:- Purchased
20th September 1980, Registered
1st October 1980, Vin No. TF
AD W5AT 009393, Commission
No. 128084 FH, Trim 94 C11,
Engine No. FM 137168H,
Current mileage 41,800, Basic
price £3631, Overdrive £255.63.
Total Price £4,124.31 (includes
car tax, VAT and Road Fund, less
discount). All original panels and
components except for:- Stainless
steel exhaust, rear foglights, boot
lights, door seals, engine side
panels, window seals, heater
control valve, front outrigger
seals, carburettor modifications
as detailed, gearbox breather as
detailed, rear spring, solid steer-
ing rack mounts, oil cooler, only
connected in the summer for
long runs, front indicators mount-
ed to outside edge. #
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LISPINLLY

overtake the cars tended to stay
together in convoy up until the
next control point some 104
miles further on at Edinburgh
airport. The terminal building
was almost deserted however,
we easily found our way to
where everyone was gathered.
Staff were on hand to offer
drinks and sandwiches. Vivien
brought out her purse to pay
for drinks but was politely
refused as they were free. Is

streets of Perth at 5.10am we were certainly not the only ones who had
managed to get lost. The CB revealed other lost souls, plaintive voices
calling out “has anyone found this garage?” Victor, “Oh this is stupid!”
Vivien “there’s never a policeman about when you want one!”, and
then our salvation appeared in the form of a milkman. Annis asked him
directions and much to our relief he provided the answer, actually it
wasn’t that far away He seemed to anticipate our question, but this
wasn’t surprising as he told us we were the umpteenth car to have
stopped him.

We arrived at the filling sta-
tion just as the needle hov-
ered above red, whilst pro-
ducing our flexible friend
once more, the loock on the
face of the girl behind the

counter was a picture
“Where are all these cars
coming from?” she

exclaimed, | tried to explain
as quickly as possible at

t 00.50 hours having travelled
662 miles we arrived at
Corbridge. We had already

this the reputation we have
come to expect from our canny
neighbours, whatever it was we

which she commented, “You
should be in bed!” Yes, |
thought, that idea had

focals w

been advised 1o exercise extreme quiet
as this control and fuel stop was situat-
ed in a built ap area. Even if we were
keen and enthusiastic | don't think the

ould have appreciated 39 cars

relucta
pumps.

Before

of the a

unfortun

pit sto

&

TR7 parked at the side
of the road but were
waved on by the crew,

be just one of the many

bedevilled by electrical
problems. The roads
from here were primari-
ly ‘A’ roads, these were
understandably quiet at
this time of the day and

we all made good
progress. Because of the
lack of opportunity to

plus occupants creating merry hell
refuelling. Having filled up we had to
negotiate a TR that appeared to be

t to start in front of us at the
We had obtained our second

signature and changed drivers, Vivien
getting behind the wheel once more.

long we had entered Scotland,

so far so good, the car was running
well and we both felt reasonably
awake, still perhaps feeling the affects

drenaline. We had passed a

found typical of the friendly
generous reception we met
throughout the run.

Leaving the airport and having changed drivers
again we headed up the M9 toward the Forth Road
Bridge. The bridge seemed to stretch out for miles
in front as we approached the toll booth. The sup-
ports for the suspension bridge seemed to tower
high above us. The whole thing was illuminated
and really made an impressive sight as we drove
over it. From here the route was fairly straightfor-
ward, involving the M90 up to Perth. Until this
point the route had been easy to follow, this was,
however, all about to change as we looked for our
next petrol stop! We believed all we had to do was
leave the motorway for the A912 in order to find
the Fair City Filling Station. Before we knew where
we were, we almost ended up

ately this was to

ps for them,

The (B revealed other lost
souls, plaintive voices calling out
“hias anyone found this garage?”
Victor, “Oh this is stupid!” Vivien
“there’s never a policeman about

when you want one!”, and then our
salvation appeared in the form
of a milkman.

disappearing back down the
M90 in the wrong direction!
Having executed an interesting
manoeuvre back down the
sliproad, which left Annis who
happened to be driving behind
us at the time rather bemused,
the conversation between dri-
ver and navigator to a little
interesting like, “which way
I don't know!!!” We
decided to head into Perth, “It’s
got to be in there somewhere”.
Driving through the deserted

VICTOR & VIVIEN THOMPSON

»

Cars at start inclijing TR6 sponsored by Practical Classics.

occurred to me.

Victor’s turn behind the
wheel again, we got on the
A9 and were heading North again, this road would take us all the way
up to John O'Groats, so the pressure was off so far as navigating was
concerned. Tiredness was really starting to set in and as the saying goes
it really is darkest before dawn. The first rays of dawn started to break
through as we neared Inverness. The colours were really quite beautiful
and as the sky started to lighten so did our weariness. At 7.30am it was
time to change drivers yet again, the Daviot Wood Picnic site seemed
to be the ideal spot to park as it also advertised toilets. Unfortunately
the gates to the picnic site were locked as were the toilets, never mind
there were plenty of trees and bushes!

As we crossed the Moray Firth
we clocked 918 miles. From here
onward the drive became more
interesting as the A9 twisted and
turned along the coast. The
scenery was very impressive and
we really enjoyed this, that was
until we got behind a VW Camper
Van. It travelled just fast enough
so it was difficult to overtake, but
not fast enough to get into over-
drive, very frustrating. We were
just emerging from Wick as finally
our opportunity came to get
around that van, in our haste to
overtake we failed to realise the
garage into which he had turned
was indeed the garage we wanted

TRs at the start, Derek Pollock, Club Secretary’s on the right.
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for our next petrol stop! Never
mind, it wasn't a control stop and
before long we came across
another garage and filled up on
what turned out to be some very
expensive petrol. At 10.15am
and having covered 1040 miles
finally we arrived at John
O’Groats. For us it was with
some relief and excitement that
we pulled over for our longest
stop so far as we looked forward
to the luxury of breakfast and a
quick photo call.

By then the time between the
cars had opened up and
although we arrived before the
latest time we were among the
last to get there. Parking around
the Sea View Hotel was rather
limited and by then we had to
park on the road. We obtained
our signature and enquired how
everyone was doing and discov-
ered although we were among
the last, there were still other
cars to arrive. As we sat down for
breakfast you got the strongest
sensation you were still on the
move, you could feel the vibra-
tion of the car’'s movement and
your ears continued to buzz
from the sound of the engine.
Nevertheless it was blessed
respite as we sat enjoying the
break and anticipating breakfast.




Looking around as we surveyed
the clutter and mayhem of the
dining room | think we should
have suspected that perhaps all
was not as it should have been in
terms of organisation. Having
already served the crews who
had arrived earlier the poor
women seemed to be in a state
of shock. The lady who desper-
ately tried to serve our breakfast
constantly apologised for the
delay, for the dirty pots on our
table, for the lack of fruit juice,
milk etc, etc. We smiled politely
but frankly we were so tired |
don’t think we could have mus-
tered a complaint even if we had
wanted to. It was at this point
that David Lillywhite and
Matthew Howell (crew of a TR6
entered on behalf of Practical
Classics magazine) arrived. Annis
called over and enquired if
everything was alright. David
replied that they had just man-
aged to get lost, one of the ladies
serving in the dining room was
stopped dead in her tracks “What
on the A9?” she asked in amaze-
ment. As already mentioned the
A9 had been the route prior to
Jjehn O’Groats for quite some
distance, even we didn't get lost.
This brought a smile to the face
of everyone who heard it, as
Annis commented | wonder if
their little detour would get a
mention in their report?

Having finished breakfast it was
back to the cars, oil and water
levels were checked, Peter
topped Eric up once more and
mentioned that what had been
an-intermittent fault had now
become a-permanent one and
Eric 'was suffering from a distinct
lack of overdrive. Back in our
cars we drove down to the last
house and took the obligatory
photographs to record our visit,
having allowed ourselves the
luxury of too long a stay,-at
11.30am:it was back to"business
as we headed West along the
A836.

=

John Kipping’s Herald.

We drove along the coast as far as Bettyhill when the route turned left
down Strathnarer. So far the weather had been kind, we had just driven
through a few very light showers but now we were blessed with blue
skies and were about to enjoy one of the most beautiful stretches of the
run. Clearly a number of cars had taken the short cut to Dingwall, but
not all and by now we had caught some of the other cars up. Driving
by Loch Naver the scenery seemed to get better and better, the frustrat-
ing part was that you just didn’t have time to stop and take as many
photographs as you would like.

The road was narrow and you really had to keep your wits about you
but this was sheer motoring joy, we all must have had smiles from ear
to ear. Continuing south we passed the foot of Lock Shin, and driving
alongside the Cromarty Firth we arrived at Dingwall. There it was time
to refuel, get our signature and have a hot drink. Peter commented
without overdrive Eric’s thirst for oil had increased even more, there-
fore, he suggested taking the shorter route to Stirling and using the time
saved to try to rectify the fault. Vivien suggested that we try to sort the
problems .out now,.using the light and try to make up the time on later
stages. So Peter handicapped by Victor removed the gearbox cover and
removed the solenoid, it was contaminated with oil and the electrical
contacts looked as if they had seen better days. However, cleaned and
refitted it at least appeared to make some attempt to operate, therefore,
it was back on with the gearbox cover and back on our way again.
Since we weren't delayed too much we decided to stick to the original
route and once again headed south, this time in the direction of Loch
Ness. The beauty of the s¢enery made both of us promise ourselves we
would return for a holiday when we can go over the area at a more
leisurely pace. Once beyond Loch Ness we headed towards Fort
William and then into the -Grampian Mountains, by now the light was
beginning to fade and with slopes éither'side of us it made for a very,
imposing and somewhat threatening backdrop.

From here it seemed to take an age before we came to anything that
resembled civilisation, after a short stretch of motorway we arrived at
Junction 9 of the M9 and it was here we suffered our only misfortune.
Pulling off the road into Morrison’s garage our fifth control stop the car
suddenly began to pull to the nearside. Having stopped alongside the
petrol pumps our suspicions were confirmed and the near side front
tyre was flat! Nevertheless with the help of Petér and someone in one
of the larger Triumph saloons the wheel was changed in'a matter of

. minutes, it was like the pits at a Grand Prix. Peter informed us despite

his earlier attempts Eric was still minus overdrive and would have to get
round the best they could without the benefits of overdrive,

We were made very welcome with hot pies and drinks and perhaps
stich was the welcome that we stayed longer than we should and at
9.20am we set off about ten minutes later than the latest time of depar-
ture. We weren't too concerned though ahead of us was the fastest part
of the route consisting mainly of motorway, so we could make up the
time as we headed south bypassing Glasgow to Gretna Green and
England. Ahead of us there was a little matter of the M6 and M5, the
night was clear and the road wasn't too busy. As Sunday morning drew
ever closer we settled in for what looked as if it was going to be the
most tedious part of the journey. Obviously at a time.when driver
fatigue is going to be a real problem it is precisely the time when you
have to keep most alert even if you do feel like an extra on the set of
‘Night of the Living Dead’.

We got onto the M6 where it ends at Carlisle (junction 44) and we
were to stay on it to junction 8, some 200 miles further south. There
was little to mention about most of the M6 except the difficulty of stay-
ing awake. As the next control point was way down the M5 we stopped
at Knutsford Services on the M6 just south of Manchester for petrol, to
change drivers and to answer calls of nature. In the ladies toilets this
was to the accompaniment of some drunken women singing, and
apparently there were some odd looking characters in the gents also.
You certainly do see life in the raw at a motorway service station at
2.00 am on a Sunday.

Arrival at John O’Groats.

Vivien at the helm we rejoined
the M6 and continued the labori-
ous drive our progress being hin-
dered somewhat by numerous
roadworks with. 50mph speed
limits. When ‘your eyes are tired,
driving in_a single lane with an
army of cones on either side is
very hypnotic. After the services
progress was also hindered by
fog.which also doesn’t help
when you're tired and driving on
a motorway.

At last.-after counting down the
junction numbers, junction §
arrived and we joined the M5
just north west of Birmingham.
As motorways go the M5 differs
very little from the M6 and the
driving was just-ds boring and
the fog had not lifted, in fact if
anything it seemed worse, or was
it my eyes? There was a sign say-
ing Services 1 Mile and 26 Miles,
ah yes, we can manage to the 26
mile one and did, only just! |
have never heard of Michael
Wood Services but I am glad
they were there. Although it was
less than 20 miles from the next
control stop, my eyelids were
refusing to obey my commands
to stay open, so a change of dri-
vers was required, then at last at
4.40am we pulled into Gordano
Services to obtain yet another
signature. This was a welcome

sight as that was the longest

stretch between signature stops
and we were now down as far
as Bristol.

After a 20 minute stop Victor
continued to drive with instruc-
tions to stay on the M5 till it
ends and becomes the A38 and
to wake Vivien then as he may
need help with directions,
while she got some much need-
ed sleep. Some time later Victor
woke Vivien asking “which way
do we go on the A38?” We
were heading down a slip road
to a roundabout but none of the
places signposted seemed to be

=




what we wanted. Vivien tried to
shake herself awake and make
some sense of the road book,
map and signposts. As we went
round the roundabout for the
second time the only suggestion
was to head back to the M5 and
see what happened if we went
straight on. We went up the slip
road and back on to the motor-
way and low and behold, we
had gone off at Junction 23, not
31 which is where it ends.
Another glance at the map
confirmed that at Junction 23 the
M5 does intersect with the A38
just to confuse people who have
hardly slept for two nights.
Vivien reclined the seat once
more to be roused when we got
to Junction 31, the real end of
the motorway, where there was
another change of driver and we
continued our way along the
A38. By now it was getting light
and fog never seems as bad in
daylight so the driving was some-
what easier and being ‘A’ roads
at least there were roundabouts
at junctions to keep your atten-
tion. Just after Plymouth we
crossed the Tamar Bridge and
then passed under the tunnel.

As the morning wore on the sun
gradually cleared the fog and it
was a lovely morning to herald
our arrival at Land’s End. As we
hurried towards the second
major point of the run it was
obvious we were not going to get
there for the latest suggested
arrival time. Peter came on the
CB and asked how long it would
take us to get there. With some
idea of what time we would
arrive he used his borrowed
portable phone to advise the
officials at Land’s End that we
would be 30 minutes late, how-
ever, as we pulled into the car
park we were only 10 minutes
behind schedule.

The breakfast at the hotel

seemed much more organised
than at John O’Groats and

-

Driving past Loch Ness.

although they had to cook our bacon and eggs it was ready by the time
we had finished our cereal and orange juice. We enjoyed a leisurely
breakfast with a view of the sea and the end of England.As usual we
spent a little longer there than we ought and after the obligatory photos
we prepared to leave. We decided as it was so nice a day we would
travel top down. We were just taking down Mabel’s hood when a car
pulled into the car park. It was one of the larger engined Triumphs and
we heard them saying to Peter, that they had stopped for a short sleep
while the fog cleared and awoke, I think he said some 4 hours later.
Prior to this they must have been well ahead of time, now they were
well and truly behind. As we drove away from Land’s End it was half an
hour after the latest departure so we weren't too far behind.

The journey back
started with the A30
but then we left it for
the A39 which took
us around Bodmin
Moor and then we
rejoined the A30.
There were some
lovely views of the
Cornish countryside
and coastline but as
with Scotland we just
didn’t have time to
stop and take any
more photos.

At Sourton we had a
control and food stop
at the Bearslake
Restaurant where we
had a Chipwhich
(sandwich and chips)
and the official signa-
tory was Brian

Culcheth the former rally dri-
ver. As we still had time to
make up as soon as we had
finished eating we continued
along the A30 to the A303
and then some 90 miles fur-
ther on we joined the M3.
The weather was kind to us,
the driving was enjoyable
and the tiredness seemed to
recede as we neared the final
control point. We arrived
there a few minutes before
the latest time of arrival and
got out to stretch our legs for
10 minutes before continuing
along the M3 to the M25.

We had been warned that
there may well be delays
here which isn't surprising
bearing in mind the reputa-
tion of the M25. in the event,
though very busy we man-
aged to negotiate the 38
miles without any problems.
Finally with the end in sight
the realisation began to
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dawn on us that we were going to do it. All along the run I don't think
we were able to comprehend finishing, the whole thing is a massive
undertaking. The most we could do was take each stop at a time, each

control stop, each petrol stop, thinking so far, so good. But now we had

just about done it. It was
beginning to become
dusk once more, we still
had the top down and it
was starting to get decid-
edly chilly but at least
this helped keep us
awake.

Having left the M25 we
had just over 4 miles to
do before with tremen-
dous satisfaction and not
a small amount of relief
we pulled into the car
park once more at the
Plough. Amid all the
general chatter of people
exchanging their stories,
enquiring who had made
it and who hadn’'t we
proudly presented our
road book for the final

Arrival at Land’s End. Signature. Despite our

fatigue it is amazing how

you pick up helped by the
excitement of having fin-
ished. We decided to get
something to eat before we
set off back home, the last
thing we wanted to do when
we arrived home was to have
to get anything ready.
Compared to what we had
done, the 170 miles home
would seem to be just a short
trip down the road. Even so
driving once more at night
after two days of little if any
sleep, it seemed to take forev-
er. To say you are tired has to
be the understatement of the
year. We parted company
with Annis and Peter as they

continued on the A1.

At very long last we arrived
home at about 11.30pm and
having tucked Mabel up in
the garage, not surprisingly,
it was simply a matter of
undressing and bed, wonder-

ful bed and sleep. With the noise
and vibration of the journey ring-
ing in our ears, we drifted off into
one of the best nights sleep we
have had in a long time.

Although the run was tiring,
no shattering, we thoroughly
enjoyed it and feel a great pride
at having completed it and in the
knowledge that our car at 21
years of age is capable of such a
run. We have to congratulate the
organisers and marshals who did
a splendid job and all the other
participants. As well as us gain-
ing experience from having taken
part a very worthy charity has
also benefited.

In all we covered 2230 miles
from home to home, used 49.4
gallons of petrol and Mabel man-
aged a very creditable 45 mpg.
We also raised about £300 for
Leukemia Research.

Would we do it again? Yes, but
not for another two years!! *

€y




T.D.FITCHETT

MORE STOCK AVALABLE
MANY [TEMS STOCKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
T0 BODY SHELLS

CALL NOW

RALD / VITESSE

* Stainless steel fread plate finisher, Triumph Iogo 515 pair
Full white rubber bumper set .
Brake pads (early) ...............
Brake caliper repair kit (541034)
Front wing D plate 703727/8
Boot hinges .........ccoocoeiiiinne
1200 front wing L/H, R/H 805826/7 .
13/60 front wing inc. rear strip 713267/8
. Vitesse front wings inc. rear strip ...
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9
Complete door ass. 902256/7 ..
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre
1200/13/60 rear centre valance .
* Sills 803070/803071 ................
Comp. grille ass. comp. with badg
Herald 13/60 front panel 812140
Pedal rubbers 122289 ...............
Early Vitesse carb. (Solex} front
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663
Bonnet Corner Moulding 70616/
* Tread plates ...................
* Rear overriders 703708/9 .
Set of 8 front suspension bushes 119451
Inlet manifold banjo bolt 445155
Rad. griile 948/1200 703801 ........
Fuel gauge Vitesse 2L Mkl 135700
Petrol tank sender 13/60 est. 127814 .
R/H engine bay valance 1200, 13/60 903155 .
Upper rear wing (saloon) 902318/9
Upper rear wing (estate) 804432
inner sealed beam Hght unlt GLU105
Handbrake front cable 121766 ..........
Brake master cyiinder (Vl?esse) GMC209 .
Rear quarter vaiance Herald/Vitesse (orlglnol) £17.50 ecch
* Hoods orig. ICl flame retardent ....... 30.00 each
* Hoods vinyl inc. zip out rear window .
Vitesse 21 Mkl head/dip/side/flash switich
Door hinges 607824 ,
Door to glass wecﬂ’\e
inner front wheel arch, left h
Set 4 spark plugs, 1200 and 12/50 92 50 set

SPITFIRE MKI & I & I

Overdrive propshaft 210985/218952 £64.50 each
Front shock absorbers GSA265
Niside, O/slde front wings 907154/5, 9
Rear valance lamp panel 569900
Battery box 806707 .........ooo.vviivesss
* Rear lomp assy, 208532/21702
Brake caliper 210988/210987 .....
Windscreen wiper motor 513961
. Bonnet catch (chrome} 607663
Speedo cable GSD165 .......
Speedo cable O/ G8D113
* Vinyl hood Mkl inc. zip window
* Hood Mkill orig. ICI flame retardent inc. zip window 5130 oo
Splifire MKIH boot lld steel 575787 -£125.00
front competition road springs 209033 225 OO each

SPITFIRE MKIV & 1500

Stainless stesl tread plate finlsher, Triumph iogoe £12.50 palr
Transverse rear suspension sring 159640 . £55.00
Wheel arch to bulk head (613666) ...
Front susp. vertical Hnk & trunnion ass
* Bonnet hinge plvot box RKC362/3
Spitfire rear lamp panel 716182
Stalnless steel oversill kit ..............
Handbrake cable end fork 104749 .
Early/late rear drive shaft
Caliper repair kit inc. plston ... £14.68
Wiscreen rubber chrome Insert 917248/9) .... £32.50 per set
Seat covering set, black cloth houndstooth, material
compilete car set .
Wishbone bushes
Brake master cylinder ..
Brake callper offslde/necrslde 159130/1 .
Dash top cover BA5281 ......iiiiiiiiiiiiiiice e
‘519 50 each
5.00 each
24 50 each
'£8.00 each
. £17.50 each
. £17.50 sach

. £17.50 each
£17.50
£14.50
£15.50
. £45.00

Rear valance 908970 .
Nearside/Offside sill 903097/8
" Sl reinforcement pane! L/R hand 806634/5 .
inner sill L/IR hand 806638/9
HAamp support panels, L/R handi
Bonnet hinge tube L/R hand 941107/8 .
Rear inner/inner w/arch L/R hand 725566, £35.00
Front quart val o/side & n/slde 815391/2 ... .00 each
Seat recovering set. Brown cloth houndstooth material,

complete car set ..

Knee pad UR hand 719391/719401
Steering joint 1424140/FAM1718 .

Ltucas distributor ...

Heater valve 724021 .

Rear lamps 216932/216933 TKC941/TKC240
Front and rear side marker lamps .

Front shock absorbers GSA364 ..

Air filter ass. Inc. filters 217822 ..

tate type water pump (viscousx) UKC774
Uhand & R/hand doors 917569/917570
Speedometer 218815

- Brake disc 208715

Stub axle UKC&97

Steering lock 216

Front wheel arch inner Vhand & .50

Front whee! arch outer /hand & rthand 909351/2 £25.00 each
* Steel boot lid 941327 £130.00 each
* Front wings 909663/4 . . £23.00 each
Door skins .. £19.50 each
Sitt end plate (front) 706422/3 . £3.50
Rear wing rear repair pcnet . £9.50 each
Rear wing front repalr panel . £7.50 each
‘A’ post lower panel ithand & r/hond 706288/9 £9. OO each
Half floor I/hand & r/hand . £40.00
Front footwell /hand & r/hand

Rear footwell /hand & rfhand

Boot floor .

Door Int. release bezel I/hand & rfhand 819803/4 £4.00 each
Exterior door handie I/hand & r’fhand chrome 945633/4 £41.00 each
Exterior door handle I/hand & rfhand YKC2837/8 £41.00 each
Window regulator UH or R/H 911272/2 .. £29.50 each
Hard top rear screen seal 911040 . . £25.00 each

£65.00 set

.

* Hoods vinyl inc. zip window

Suspension top ball joint GSJ4

* Front suspension bearing kit

* Rear whee! bearing kit .

Clutch release bearing car

Window reg. glaz. channel i/h & rth 7067789/90 219 50 eoch
“ Rear outer wheel arch 909661/2 . 23.5
Camshaft RKC 3305 .
Door hinges 607824
Distributor cap GD136

GT6

Petrol tank cover board Mki & 1l 740703
Dash veneer assy Mkl & H LHD 7444214
Boot floor carpet Mki & Il 810844
Driver’s sun visor Mkill 845384 ......
Main carpet early Mkill new tan 819843
Main carpet iate Mkil new tan 822633 .
Main carpet Mklil black 822631 ..........
Rear quarter light seal L/H black Mkili 820611 .
Rear quarter light seal L/{H new tan Mkili 820613 .
R/H front suspension vertical link 209072
Near/Offside front wing MkH 908113/4
Crankshaft 308034

* Front side/flasher iaf 1s} Y.
Occasional rear seat conversion kit, blac
R/hand front overrider GT6 Mkt 740747 .
* Rotoflex coupling 152273 ...,
Steering lock 246449/UCK2719 .
Front shock absorbers ..........
Dash veneer set Mklil 820073 .
Camshaft 308778, Mkil and eariy Mkl
Quarter Hght seal front UH 574098 .
Clutch pedal and box assy. 217431
Speedometer Mkl 2418819 ..

ourtesy light switch 627745
* Rear brake shoes Mki & Il & MKl Rotoflex .

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extra
Please quote original part number if available. It will help us to help you.
* Items marked with an asterisk are pattern parts

Complete range of overdrives bulilt by ex Laycock engineer, POA.
Also compiete range of coll suspension springs o ft all models £17.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS @
T. D. FITCHETT. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. STATION HILL,
OAKENGATES, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE TF2 9AA

TEL: O1952 619585/620434
FAX: O1952 610510.

5150 00

[£9.25 set

FITCH/O195 D22
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TSSC SERVICES & 0FFI€EI[S 1995

SERVICES'199)

ISSC OFFICERS 199)

CLUB HEADQUARTERS
The following services are available from the -
: “Club Hgadqq@xﬁgrs.‘ :

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£29.00 UK £30.00 EUROPE £34.00 OVERSEAS

RENEWALS.
£27.00 UK £30.00 EUROPE £34.00 OVERSEAS

TSSC REGALIA MAGAZ NE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK
TS5C - Main Street, Lubenham, .
Market Harborough, Leics LE16 9TF

Tel: 01858 434424
~ Fax: 01858431936

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific ques-
tions on each model and ONLY at reasonable times.
Remember this is a voluntary service and each secretary will
only deal with problems and enquiries in his own specific
area and car model.

TECHNICAL SECRETARY:
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone, Gwent. NP6 2JR.
Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)

HERALD 948/1200
Chris Longhurst, 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon. OX12 7PT.

HERALD 13/60
Phil Willson, 37 The Grove, North Cray, Sidcup Kent. DA14 5NG.
Tel: 0181 302 0059 (7-9pm only)

SPITFIRE Mk I/11/111
Brett Dennis, 284A Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts. ENT1 ORX.
Tel: 01992 448542 (7-9pm) .

TSSC OFFERS HOTLINE
Tel: 01858 434424

SPITFIRE Mk 1V/ 1500
John Thomason, TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics, LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Tssc Insurance
QUOTATIONS - FOOTMAN JAMES & CO LTD
TEL;O}21 :561.6262 FAX: 0121 559.0814
MALUATION SERVICE - TRUDI SQUIBBS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.
TEL: 01858434424 FAX: 01858 431936

VITESSE 1600/ Mk 1/ 11
Mac Reynolds, ‘Burrows Mill’, Beeny, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OHL.

Tssc Havoook

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LET6 9TF.

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX:01858 468228

Tssc Viogo Ligrary

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

Tssc Orrers

TSSC, Main Stréet, Lubenham, Leics LE16 GTF.

Tel: 01858 434424" FAX: 01858 431936

Rac Scueme

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

Macazive Gory Dare

All magazine material must be received by the 15th
of each month prior to the month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try and
work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street; Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

Tssc Accounrs
BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

GT6 Mki/ 11/ 111
Gordon Hulmes, 101 Kensington Rd.,Oakhill, Stoke on Trent. ST4 5BD.
Tel: 01782 746793

BOND
Bruce Pilbrough, 16 Arnhem Rd., Preston Lancs. PR1 4QL.
Tel: 01772 791378 (7 -9pm)

SPECIALS
Trevor Collett, 14 Lodge Rd., Fetcham, Surrey. KT22 9QY.
Tel: 01372 376661

AMPHICAR
David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd., Worcester. WR5 3RA.
Tel: 01905 763192

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Le’on Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 FAX: 0181 947 7659 (12 mid. 7.30 am only)

RACE LIAISON SECRETARY
David Barnes, 7 Kedeston Court, Hurst Court Rd., Sutton, Surrey. SM1 3)G.
Tel: 0181 641 1423

EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley, West Yorkshire. LS21 3LT.
Tel: 01943 463240
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LET6 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

ARCHIVIST & LIBRARIAN
Mike Costigan,'Dumble Rise’,38 Ridgeway, Southwell,Notts. NG25 0DU.
Tel: 01636 814050

NATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISER
Dave Beardsley, 10 Sworder Close, Luton. LU3 4BJ.
Tel: 01582 493905

SHOW CAR REGISTER
Vicki Benson, 78 Barley Mow Ln., Catshill, Worcs. B61 OLP.
Tel: 01527 877059

AREA LIAISON L

Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berks. SL5 8EN.

@
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Roll Bars - FIA Spec & Road Use Front & Rear Cages
Seat Belts Inertia Static Lap Belts & Racing Harness
Halon Fire Extinguishers Full Alarm Systems
Steering Wheel Locks

Bell Stainless Steel Exhausts & Manifolds-All Club Cars
Spax Adjustable Dampers Powder Coated Springs
K & N Filters Goodridge Hoses Oil Coolers
Electric Fans Elecironic Ignitions Plus Much Much More

OVER 300
PRODUCTS
NOW IN STOCK

ORDERS HOTLINE
/7 0858 434424

Steel & Alloy Wheels Burr Walnut Dashboards & Door
Cappings Motolita & Mountey Steering Wheels
Alloy Rocker Covers Boot Racks Car Overmats
Number Plates Mudflaps Plus Much Much More

Mig Welders Compressors Pressure Washers
Air Tools Engine Stands Socket Sets Joddlers
Torque Wrenches Crimpers Hub Pullers Spring Lifters
Spring Compressors Door Gap Adjusters




