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_ COME AND VISIT-THE
Trwmph Sporis

HOW TO FIND US
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take A427 to Market
Harborough. We are
situated on right side of
the road just before
leaving the Village of

E

Lubenham.
Telephone (0858 434424)

9-5 Monday - Friday
9-1 Saturdays
Phone first for Goods

availability.
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his is the official TSSC Events
Calendar for 1995 containing details
of all TSSC organised events and
National and Local events to which
the club has been invited. Whilst every effort is
made to ensure that the details contained in this
calendar are correct, no responsibility is accepted
for errors or changes due to unforeseen
circumstances. For additions and amendments
contact the Club headquarters.
Tel: (01858) 434424. Fax (01858) 431936

TSSC ORGANISED
EVENTS
FEBRUARY

SUN 12th THAMES AREA ORBITAL MEET,
Wheatsheaf pub, Old Windsor at 12.00 pm

SUN 19th CLUB STAND AT
INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH SHOW AND
SPARES DAY NAC Exhibition Halls,
Stoneleigh, Warks.

A PRIL

SAT/SUN 1/2nd BELFAST AREA -
BELFAST TO ENNISCORTHY RUN,
Contact Paul Robinson 01232 653986.

SUNDAY16th
NORTH EAST AREA TREASURE HUNT,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SUN 23rd - A64 RUN AND TEDDY BEARS
PICNIC (N.YORKS AREA)
Contact Paul Pickles 01132 797920.

M AY

SAT/SUN 7th NORTH EAST AREA EGG
GAMES RUN TO THE LAKES,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SAT/SUN 13/14th SOUTH OF ENGLAND
MEET, Leatherhead Leisure Centre, Surrey.
Contact Mike Crewes.

SAT/SUN 27/28th BELFAST AREA -
CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RUN,
Contact Paul Robinson 0232 653986.

JUNE

SAT/SUN 10/11th LAKES TRIUMPH
WEEKEND, Pooley Bridge, Ullswater,
Cumbria. Camping, convoy, informal
“concours, auto gymkhana, BBQ,

Contact Shlrley McKeown 01946 832 080.

J UL Y

FRI-SUN 14-16th

TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND,
Stafford County Showground,
Contact Club H.Q.

N

AUGUST

SAT 12th TOTALLY TRIUMPH CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Cooke Rugby Club, Shaws
Bridge, Belfast. Contact Paul Robinson
01232 653986.

FRI/ SUN 14/16th NORTH EAST AREA
BEAMISH CAMPING WEEKEND,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

SUN 19th TRIUMPH CLASSICS &
SPECIALS SHOW, Shelford Rugby Club,
Cambridge. Contact Josie Ratcliffe
01480 460540.

SEPTEMBER

SUN 10th NORTH EAST AREA TAN
HILL/ 3 COUNTIES RUN,
Contact Graham Holt 0191 371 1577.

O CTOBER

SAT/SUN 7/8th TSSC ALL TRIUMPH
DAY BY THE ESSEX AREA, Duxford
Imperial War Museum. Contact ChrisTwigg
01245 442788, Andy Cook 01227 214184,

NATIONAL & LOCAL
TSSC INVITED

M ARCH

THURS/TUES 16/21st ST PATRICK'S DAY
WEEKEND CLASSIC MOTOR TOUR TO
IRELAND. Contact European Rallies

(44) 01264 889885.

SAT/SUN 18/19th LONDON CLASSIC
MOTOR SHOW, Alexandra Palace,
Wood Green London.

SUN-SUN 19-26th RALLYE DU MAROC
“CLASSIC". Closing date 15/1/95.

AP RI1L

SAT/SUN/MON 29/30th AUG/1st MAY
TRIUMPH CONTINENTAL TO FRANCE.
Overnight in Boulogne & Arras. Hotel/ Ferry
inclusive £85 per person. 01304 380244.

M A Y

SAT/SUN/MON 6/7/8th BBC TOP GEAR
CLASSIC & SPORTSCAR SHOW,
NEC; Birmingham:

SUN/MON 7/8th LUTON HOO CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, Luton;:Beds.

SAT/SUN 13/14th BEAULIEU SPRING
AUTOJUMBLE, Hants 01590 612445,

SAT/MON 20/29th- NORMANDY & THE
LOIRE CLASSIC MOTOR TOUR,
European Rallies (44) 01264 889885.

SUN 21st 4th MENDIP'S VINTAGE &
CLASSIC TOUR, Wells, Somerset.

SUN 21st ROCHDALE OWNER'S CLUB,
CHESHIRE KIT CAR SHOW,
Contact John Kearle 01656783750.

SUN/MON 28/29th PENSHURST PLACE
CLASSIC CAR SHOW, KENT.

SUN/MON 28/29th BROADLANDS CLASSIC
CAR SHOW, ROMSEY, HANTS.

J UNE

SUN 11th LONDON TO BRIGHTON
CLASSIC CAR RUN, Pre 1979 vehicles.

FRI-SAT 30th JUNE- 8th JULY 7th RALLYE
DES ALPES, Applications by 28/2/95
Contact Club H.Q.

J ULY

SAT/SUN 22/23rd NORTH YORKS
MOORS RAILWAY VETERAN, VINTAGE,
CLASSIC WEEKEND.

AUGUST

SAT/SUN 5/6th NORTH NORFOLK
CLASSIC & VINTAGE CAR & TRANSPORT
RALLY, Felbrigg Hall, Cromer, Norfolk.

SUN 6th STAG OWNER'S CLUB NATIONAL
DAY, Exeter.

SUN 6th CAMBRIDGE/OXFORD OWNER'S
CLUB BMC/BL RALLY, FerryMeadows, Nene
Park, Peterborough, 01476 712124,

SUN/MON 27/28th KNEBWORTH ‘95,
Knebworth Park, Stevenage, Herts.

SEPTEMEBER

SAT/SUN 9/10th INTERNATIONAL
AUTOJUMBL & AUTOMART,
National Motor Museum Beaulieu.

O CTOBER

SAT/SUN 7/8th NORTHERN CLASSIC
CAR SHOW,
G Mex Centre Manchester.

The Major Ch.ih Ev.n! in 1995
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DO YOU ATTEND YOUR LOCAL AREA MEETINGS ?

We welcome many new area organisers to the fold as with the New Year we will
see new faces. Thank you to retiring Area Organisers and welcome new ones. The
Club’s strength lies in its areas and certainly the UK is extremely well covered (some
sixty areas) making visits to see other members at a local level possible.

Please support your local area as not only does this make it worthwhile for the
hard working Area Organiser, it also widens your membership of the club. Take a
look at this months Area News Review, once again it is packed with What's On and
many area events and
local news reports.

As Spring proceeds many
more members will visit
the Club headquarters and
local areas have already
started coming en-block.
There is always a warm
welcome, and, judging by
comments from the mem-
bers that have already vis-
ited, it was worthwhile
making the journey.




EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE

TrIumMPH SPORTS S1Xx CLUB

Telephone today for an instant Quotation.

0121 - 561 - 6262

SPITFIRE, New propucTs FRoM Moss Europr

Spitfire Rear Engine Plate (All models)

Not exciting unless you need one! Just a lucky find by our friend at
Heritage - very limited stock so don't dither, order your lifetime needs
now. They've even halved the price to make things much more pleas-
ant. Rear engine plate, 201344 Retail price £23.50 inc. VAT.

Spitfire Anti Roll Bar Clamp

One of those parts never thought about until it's not on the shelves.
Restore that crisp Spitfire handling. Yes, GTi’s once again live in fear of
the Triumph laurel appearing in their mirrors!

Anti roll bar clamp 155308 Retail Price £3.18 inc. VAT

Contact Moss Europe to order on, 0181 949 8888.

SW CLassics...Brakg In!

News in from SW Classics of a
New Anti-theft device which
when installed renders your
vehicle imobile by locking on
the brakes. The unit is well made
and plumbs in to your existing
hydraulic system easily and sim-
ply. To operate: simply hold the
brakes on - lock off the unit and
that's it. On return just insert the
key and turn - it's as simple as
that. See Mac Reynold’s Register
this month or Phone Stan at SW
Classics for more Details.

SW Classics: 01803 865842.

CALIFORNIA
DREAMING?

Ever wished your Spitfire or
GT6 had spent its life languishing
in Los Angeles instead of rusting
in Rotherham!

Well, at DSU TRIUMPH SPARES
they think they have the answer.
Turn to their main advert on page
22 for a-full list of prices on the
recently imported CALIFORNIAN
RUST “EREE -bonnets, doors,
bootlids and bumpers etc for all
models of Spitfire’and GT6.
D.S.U. " TRIUMPH " SPARES
(01787) 313123.

NEW GEARLEVER GAITOR FOR
HerArp snp ViTESSE MoDELS

The latest item that Six Spares of
Twickenham have re-manufactured.
Following on from the release last month of
the long awaited Herald/Vitesse saloon rear
quarter window seals, is the gear lever
gaitor for the Herald & Vitesse models. This
gaitor has been made to the exact specifica-
tions of the original part but they are now
able to offer this item at a much reduced
price than before. They will be offering this
gaitor at the special price to TSSC members
of £6.46p inc. VAT. Ring them now to place
your order on 0181 892 0141 during their
opening hours. See Autorama next month
for news of Six Spares latest remanufactured
goody for Club cars.

BERNARD ROBINSON
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1 SPORTS CAR SUPPLIES NEWCASTLE PARTS
2 JOHN KIPPING COVENTRY PARTS
3 TRIOOMPH ENGINEERING RADLETT REPAIRS/BODYWORK
4 COX & BUCKLES RICHMOND PARTS
5 SIX SPARES TWICKENHAM PARTS
6 ANDREW STONE DERBY PARTS

If you have dealings with a trader, then please let us know of your experiences whether good or bad, indi-
cating your opinions of price, quality and service with brief reasons.

Write or send a Top Trader form to:-

Eddie Evans, Top Traders, 4, Bank Top, Cark-in-Carmel, Cumbria. LAT1 7NT.

Traders may wish to supply their customers with a Top Trader form during transactions and a supply of
these can be obtained via the Club Office.

Our help and experti AN —
CALL [l S s .S
PR it a etui, st cal W 9:

FREE
EAITSTER SPITFIRE GT6 MIDGET HERALD VITESSE MGB

(0191) Sales . Service . Repairs . Restoration
496 Panels . Hoods . Carpets . Chromework
0522 Badges . Literature . Accessories

2 Lines, NEED IT FAST ?

- AUhours. - : o
Sammm_ae® | Next Day Delivery is our speciality
Fax (0191) 24 hour answerphone service for credit card orders.

488 479.1 Sports Car Supplies Collingwood Building, Quality Row, Swalwell,
For Credit Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 3AQ.

Open 8.30 to 5.30, Monday to Friday. 8.30 to 4.00, Saturday.

Card Orders

The most straight forward

advice 1 can give is, if you don’t
have to travel alone, then don't.
Take someone with you.
If this is not possible, and you do
have to travel alone then travel in
such a way that you are easily
visible to everyone, and make
sure that there are plenty of peo-
ple around you.

This becomes more difficult, of
course, in a car. When you leave
your car, leave it in a well lit eas-
ily visible and preferably busy
place. This will give you security
when leaving and returning to
your car. Approach your car
with your keys ready to use.
We've all seen women stood in
the middle of car parks searching
their “Aladdin’s Cave” type hand-
bags for the one thing that disap-
pears into the most inexcessible
recesses. If your keys are in your
hand and ready to use, you will
be in the car in next to no time.
Once you are inside, lock the
doors again. If your car has cen-
tral locking, remember that when
you unlock one door, all the oth-
ers will unlock as well.

It is worth mentioning at this

NATITH<IE CPREWNWEsSsS

point that you should NEVER
leave your car unlocked if it is
unattended, no matter how short a
period you will be away from it.
Let me emphasise this point with
an incident with which | was relat-
ed recently: A young woman trav-
elling alone stopped to get petrol.
Having filled her car, she went to
pay. As I'm sure we all do, no
thought was given to the security
of her car. She returned to her
UNLOCKED car, got in and drove
off. She was followed from the
petrol station by a man from the
pump behind. When she stopped
at the next traffic lights her pursuer
got out of his car and approached
her. Naturally she became wor-
ried, but her pursuer was trying to
alert her to a man that had got into
the rear seat of her car whilst she
was paying for her petrol. She
looked behind her, and on the
back seat she saw a man. He was
later arrested and found to be in
possession of several knives!!!
PLEASE let this serve as a lesson to
us all.

LOCK YOUR CAR EVERY
TIME YOU LEAVEIT.

What if you breakdown in your
car? Summon help from a TRUST-
WORTHY person as a priority.
How trustworthy is a passing
motorist? | don't know the answer,
do you? Once you have sum-
moned help, tell your assistance
that you are alone, and if you are
frightened - mention that too. If
you are unable to wait for assis-
tance in a suitably crowded place,
then return to your car and sit in
the passenger seat with your seat
belt on and the doors locked. The
psychology behind this is simple,

it will give the impression that an
accomplice has gone for help
and will be returning shortly.

Break downs don’t usually
happen suddenly, they usually
give some warning. If you think
that you are about to breakdown,
stop before you do in a
favourable place. If you are trav-
elling at speed on a motorway
you will probably be able to
coast almost to the next tele-
phone.lf you are afraid to leave
your car to call for help, stay in it
with the doors locked. Flash
your headlamps and sound
your horn continuously , draw
attention to yourself and it won't
be long before someone informs
the Police, who will come to
investigate.

There are many other things
that we can all do to increase our
security, this is not the definitive
guide, but hopefully it will start
the thought process.

| apologise if it appears that 1
am treating women with no com-
mon sense, that is not my inten-
tion. Have a safe journey.

If you have a query or topic on
Road Traffic Legislation write to
Mike Crewes
112 Blackmoor Wood, North
Ascot, Berkshire SL5 8EN.
Always enclose a Stamped,

Addressed Envelope please. %

E»r




My 2000/2.5 manual refers to
them as ‘machine sensing’ i.e.
internal sensing and ‘battery
sensing’ i.e. external sensing. I
would guess that external sensing
alternators are in the minority

(this also - explains Eric
Kempshall’s statement on page
65 of the January issue - he obvi-
ously -has a machine sensing
alternator). The way that my
25008 is wired allows for either
type to be fitted without modifi-
cation to the wiring. A very thick
wire takes the main current from
the centre connector on the alter-
nator and a thinner wire runs
from the outer large connector
exactly in parallel, both being
finally connected together at the
battery terminal. If then a battery
sensing alternator were to be fit-
ted, the main charging current
would flow down the thick wire
and a minute current would flow

K 1 O W

The Life and Times of a
Verv Ordimary Herald

in the thin wire to provide the
sensing function. When a
machine sensing alternator is fit-
ted, as on my own car, the main
current is shared between the thick
and thin wires in direct proportion
to their cross-sectional areas - this
is because both wires have some
resistance and the normal rules
about resistors in parallel apply.
This resistance is typically very
small: the thick wire will be about
4 milli-ohms per metre and the
thin one about 10 milli-ohms per
metre, but when we are talking
about currents of up to 40 amps
{the 17ACR is rated at 36 amps) it
is then such resistances can
become significant.

Therefore, returning to the con-
version covered in the December
issue, | am perfectly happy to
modify my article in line with
Robert’s comments. The central
connection should be made with
65/0.30 (5 mm2) wire or two
44/0.30 wires in parallel. The
sensing connection (the outer large
terminal) should use a thinner wire
of about 1.5 mm2 cross-section.
This way it will now make no
difference which type of alternator
you use.

| will, however, take issue with
Robert on-the effect of two wires
of the same type but of slightly dif-
ferent length connected in parallel
leading to disproportionate cur-
rents. Assuming the difference to
be as much as 2 cm in a 0.5 metre
cable (surely most people could
get them closer than this), the cur-
rents carried would be, for exam-
ple (if | have done my sums cor-
rectly), 18.4A and 17.6A approx at
full output. | cannot see that this
presents a significant problem.
Poor jointing would increase the
differential, hence the point |

always make about good, clean
crimped and soldered joints
which should, if necessary, be
done by someone with the
appropriate skills.

Now to other things. This
month’s member’s car belongs to
Peter Thomas who lives in Mid
Glamorgan. Luckily, Peter’s
experiences, not out of the ordi-
nary by any means, will probably
ring bells with many of you so |
shall reproduce his story of
Henry the Herald in its entirety....

“The Life and Times of a
Yery Ordinary Herald”

“I'm afraid that our car is not the
first or last of any line, has not
been photographed with any
famous body draped over the
bonnet, rallied, raced or even
entered in any competition. He
is our only mode for transport for
our family of four and the chil-
dren love him. 1 also quite like
him too!

il NV IL | SOl

“The car was originally
purchased on 8th
December 1969 through
Llandaff Motor Co. Ltd,
Cardiff by a Mrs
F.M.Holland who lived
in Llandaff. The car
passed to Mr Ashfield
from Bath at two years
old.  Mr Ashfield’s
daughter, Dr Jacqueline
Short, inherited Henry
following her father’s
death in 1982. | bought
the car from a very tear-
ful Dr Short in May
1992, who was forced to
sell due to moving

home. | hope Dr Short
is still a TSSC member as | did not have her new
address and know she was concerned that the car
should go to a good home. A comprehensive service
record has been kept up to date and even has
invoices for tyres, the first of which is for Sept 74,
new tyre and valve - £7.35!1 | also have most of the
MOT certificates.

“Henry is used

He has
never broken
down on me; he
i has broken down
three times while
my wife had the
two children with
her, but that's
altogether another
story! The mileage
is now over
145,000, being
128,000 when |
bought him, and he burns quite a bit of oil.
According to the record, the only attention the engine
has required is a decoke, valve seats cut and head
skimmed in August 1981 at 90,000 miles. | am keep-
ing in mind though, that | will either have to rebuild
or change the unit in the not too distant future. On
the other hand, the car has received four gearboxes,
two of which failed within 16,000 miles between
October 83 and September 87! During Dr Short's
ownership Henry was taken on holiday to France

where the clutch failed. Parts had to be shipped
from the UK for a local garage to fit.

“Three days after | bought the car, whilst driving
home from work (with third party insurance only)
the car seemingly caught fire!! After | had stopped
it running and calmed down, | found that the horn
wire had worn through where it passes under the
radiator and shorted. The insulation covering from
the horn back to the control box had melted (the
reason for the cloud of smoke) but otherwise all
was OK. | now have third party fire and theft cover
and agreed value through the club for a reasonable
£86 (1 am 32 years old).

“Work | have carried out in the engine bay, apart
from regular servicing, is a new dynamo & control
box and to cure a persistent misfire which had
eluded me for some weeks (which | thought to be
the last of the engine) that was finally traced to the
distributor. When | took it out, spinning the shaft
produced a sound like a ratchet drive in a socket
set. A lucky find in a local scrapyard of a Morris
Minor unit (and a Triumph Toledo whose unit was
in the same condition as mine) to provide the
different vernier wheel set up for £8, put things
back to normal. | have replaced the engine and
gearbox mounts after two exhaust downpipes broke
in one week due to flexing - the cause of 2 out of 3
breakdowns, the other being a flooded road. | have
now changed the rear silencer after less than a year.
| did consider a stainless system through the TSSC
but at the moment can only afford the £16.45 for
another short-term mild steel rear box. Maybe next
year.....2 | have serviced the carb with a kit from
the TSSC (the ‘A’ kit) to cure a petrol leak from the
seal on the jet housing and put in two lap belts in

order to fit child seats.




“The front wheel bearings are the next job on the
agenda but the offside brake caliper bolts are both
rounded, so I'm not looking forward to the impend-
ing struggle. The rest of the brakes are also due for
some atiention as the pedal is getting spongy.

“The car also needs a propshaft as, due to rushing
when changing a UJ, | cracked the yoke. A friend
welded it and the UJ cap in place as the groove for
the circlip was filled in on

“Work on the body had been carried out in 1987
including a respray but it became apparent that quite
a lot of filler had been used on the front
arches. In May 94 | had all the arches, tread plates
and one sill replaced by Terry Coles of Auto Custom
and Repair (A Cars) in Bridgend. Work was also
done on the inner arches, especially at the rear, but
panels were made up for this by the very able Terry.

one edge during welding.

over 18 months, but is
now getting noisy. The

hole above the back seat

we're going to get wet this

area and the sunroof AN realistically. This can save you disap-
covering is perishing so Imi“lymemy, money ““d possihlﬂ ﬂggrﬂvatm“! finish isn’t perfect but is

Henry now looks
respectable and attracts

This surprisingly has lasted | (hink 1U's important to point out (0 Anyone even more comment. The
about to carry out work on vour hehalf,
headlining has a fist sized ~ exac(ly what your requirements are, frankly standard but wanted good

brief | gave Terry was that |
could not afford concours

quality work to make the
car more presentable. The

exactly what | asked for

winter. The carpets were
in such a bad state when | bought Henry that | cut
(they just gently fell apart actually) out the footwell
carpet and used rubber mats. | replaced the door
seals in an attempt to stop some of the rain getting in
but still resorted to taking out the grommets from the
floor to drain away the puddles. | think the main
culprit is the windscreen surround. 18 months ago |
bought a set of door window seals but have only fit-
ted the nearside outer - almost as bad as Mac and
his Vitesse. Now he’s fitted his ...

and an excellent base to
work from when | can afford a complete respray. |
think it's important to point out to anyone about to
carry out work on your behalf, exactly what your
requirements are, frankly and realistically. This can
save you disappointment, money and possible aggra-
vation! Parts cost G110 from John Kipping (excellent
service), paint and labour G300. | paid £995 for the
car and it is now valued at £1200.

“So there it is, not very exciting but true.”  #

PEQASUS QARAGE
(ETA Ltd}

Unit 11 Wardwell Lane, Newington,
Sittingbourne, Kent.
Please telephone: 0795

to agreement.

Delivery extra.

4By —
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PEGASUS

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS

For Club Cars.

# Restorations of unfinished projects up to full concours
guaranteed prize winning standard.

#* Chassis replacement from £250 & parts.
#* Cars wanted for breaking, L
#* Resprays from £650 & materials subject is written

Please telephone Andrew or Mary on:

% Winter Service %
Can 0755 Hansas

FREE ESTIATES I
THE SOUTHEAT

D rs also wanted.

#* Working to gain B85750 Quallty Assurance approval,
#* MOT’s £10.00 by arrangement.

o

[
2 PEQASUS GARAGE
I Triumphs in Kent, London, Sussex and Surrey |

Crossways Garage, Loddon Road Ditchingham,
nr Bungay, Norfolk. NR35 2QY

I ANGILLIA'S LEADING

A
(IRIUMIPE SIPECIALIST

For all your Triumph requirements including :
Body Panels - Mechanical Parts - Trim
Engine Reconditioning - Cars for Sale

CLUTCH SPECIALS 3 PIECE FRONT SUSPENSION SPECIALS

Mk 1 Spi/ Herald 13/60 £39.00 Front Suspension Nut & Bolt kit Zinc Goated
Spitre IV £30.00 Rear Suspension Nut & Bott it Zinc Coated
Spitre 1500 £4000° Front Wheel Bearings all models
Viesse/ GT62Lire £44.00 Front Shocks Spit/ GT6/ Herald / VESSE ..
Wishbone Bushes
Hardy Spicer UJ'

TRIM AND CARPET SPECIALS

= Spitfire Economy Carpet Sets £49.00
Fron! ng IV/ 1500/ GT6 Il Herftage £21.00Herald Economy Carpet Sels £49.00
Rear Wing Spitire WKC2466 B.L. GENUINE £92.00  Vitesse Economy Carpet Sefs £49.00
Rear Wing Spire WKC2467 BL. GENUINE £9200 Spitire/ GT6 Glove Boxes (each) £11.50
Sills al Spitire & GT6 GENUINE £21.00  Spitire/ GT6 Door Gappings (PaN).eersssn £16.00
Full floor L/Hand New Improved £37.50 Double Duck Hood Spitfire £129.00
Ful floor RHand New Improved £37.50 Double Duck Hood Herald/ VIESSE .. £129.00

STOCKISTS OF DINITROL WAX PROTECTION.

ENGINE RECONDITIONING AVAILABLE WITH FULL
WORKSHOP FACILITIES. FROM MINOR WORK TO FULL REBUILDS.
PLEASE PHONE FOR REQUIREMENTS.
ALWAYS A SELECTION OF TRIUMPHS FOR SALE.

OUR OPENING HOURS ARE:

Manday-Friday 9am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-3.00pm Sunday by Appt.

‘ ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT

[— As well as offering full workshop facilities and free technical advice. b
"VISA We also now sell ESSO Petrol. SWITCH

" ANGLIAN TRIUMPH SERVICES - KEEPING YOUR TRIUMPH ON THE ROAD




OR LOSE IT!

XCLUSIVE T $W CLASSICS

THE ULTIMATE VEHICLE IMMOBILISER
Simple to install MRP £119.95
prevents car from SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICE

being driven rolled or m

pushed by locking
includes fittings p&p + VAT

brakes on. Can also be
fitted to clutch.

For more ll'l‘() CoOontact:

(2] S W, CLASSICS on =2

01803 8565842

SISTEMS

® EASY TO FIT
® OIL RESISTANT

@ IMPROVED LOCATION

@ TOUGH

® DURABLE

@ SELF LUBRICATING

@ LONG LIFE

@® 2-YEAR ROCAD WARRANTY

ADVANCED POLYURETHANE SUSPENSION BUSHES
SPITFIRE, HERALD, GT6 and VARIANTS

Super Pro QE. Qty. Price Each
Number Number Description Per Car Inc. VAT
$PF754/17. | 123998 1116 anti rolt bar chassis bush 2 £290
SPF 75522.22 | 155310 7/8" anti rofl bar chassis bush, Lale. 2 £293
BAC 11 119450 Fronl lowar shock absorber bush and

stainless steel sleeve 2 £4.21
BAC 12 19272/ Front wishbone bush and stainless

119451 steel sleeve 8 £4.62

T108496 108496 Fan mount bush, early 8 £1.76
SPTRM 139386 Rack mount 2 £3.81
SPF201 Fronl upper shock absorber bush with

location spigol 4 £2.66
BAG H 119450 Rear radius arm bush and stainless

steel sleeve, GT6 and Vitesse Roloflex 4 £4.11
BAC 12 19272/ Rear radius arm bush, and stainless.

steal sleeve, non rotofiex {Special Bulk retail pricd) 8 £4.07
BAC 645 131796 Fronl lower diff mount 2 £2.84
BAC 645 133658 Front upper diff mount 2 £472
DUE 148874 Rear inner wishbone lo chassis bush 2 UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Mkil GT6 & Vitesse rotoflex
DUE 149191 Rear feaf Spring Pad 1 UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Spit V1500, GT6 MK 1, Swing Sprng Type

U.K. POST & PACKING £2.00 PER ORDER

Super Pro Bushes also avaizble for 2000, 2.5, Stag, TR, MG, Scimiter, TVR. Ford Sierra Cosworh, Esco, Rover SDI, Datsun 2404260
Mini, Mors Minos, AusinHealay and Jaguar

CHRIS WITOR TRIUMPH 2000 & 2.5 SPECIALIST
cfo MEADOW VIEW, FARTHING GREEN LANE, STOKE POGES,
SLOUGH SL2 4JH, ENGLAND. TELEPHONE & FAX 01753 664491

NOTE: Best Times to Phone: Monday 11.00 a.m, - 1.00 p.m., 1,30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m., out Monday evenings,
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.00 a.m. - 10.30 a.m, 7.15 p.m. - 8.30 pm. , Friday 9.00 am. - 12.30 pm.
\_ {Lunch 1.00 p.m. - 1.30 p.m. - Dinrer 6.00 p.m. 7.5 p.m.). Please phone before visiting. Soy no credit cards. ]

— MOTORSPORT
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THIS MONTHS SPECIAL

SUPPLIED &

850 PLYMOUTH ROAD
SLOUGH TRADING ESTATE
SLOUGH

BERKSHIRE SL1 4LP

PIECE CLUTCH KIT

FITTED TO
CLUB CAR

TEL: SLOUGH (01753) 696216

G o D

PIR

FITTING SWING

CHRIS LONGHURST

| tried to do this in a vice but getting the bolt (HBO821)
lined up through the box and spacer proved difficult. In
the end | used the spring securing plate (6 holes, top of
spring) from the original Herald system as a clamp under
the bottom leaf — the layout can be seen in Fig. 2. Four
bolts were used to clamp the box/springs/plates until
the spacer was aligned with the box and then the bolt
(HBOB821) was inserted and secured with a new

nyloc nut.
@%Hmoos
3 WL0208

{Main and secondary
Leaf Assembly)

114006(4)

After fitting the box to the spring, fitting the swing spring
to the Herald was a straightforward reversal of removal
(see Courier 173, p. 11). Some rel-

thicker roll bar should be used
on the new set up. It is worth fit-
ting new bushes and links all
round.

Finally, check that the rear
hoses are not fouling the half
shafts — if there is any doubt it is
worth fitting protective springs
(as on the front hoses,) to the
rear hoses. &

‘Fig‘ 1. Layout/components of a
swing spring.

Fig. 2. Clamping the box to the
spring (the Herald plate used at a
clamp is at the bottom. ¥

evant torque wrench settings are:
Spring to axle 20lb.ft., rear
dampers (lower) 30-321b.ft., spring
ends to link 42-46lb.ft.

Always use new nyloc nuts and
check torque settings after one
hundred miles.

Some modifications are also
required at the front of the car.
The narrow Herald anti-roll bar
should be replaced with the
thicker Spitfire IV/1500 (ie, from
a swing spring car). The end links
are common to both roll bars, but
the centre bushes/clamp from the




X JOHN Z
PaRROTS GROVE, 421 ALDERMANS GREEN RoaD, C
} K-~ ﬁ P sa %\ETSG« [ELEPHONE: (01203) 645333 5

VISA
—

Ring now fora FREE copy of our BRAND NEW 1994, 96 page,
Tllustrated Technical Parts Catalogue
John Kipping Triumph Spares , the largest supplier of parts for Club cars in the
world is now offering their New catalogue FREE OF CHARGE. This 96 page
edition covers all Club cars from 1959 to 1981 and contains

information not found in any workshop manual. Ring or Fax for your copy

now and have the benefits of over ten years experience
with Triumphs at your fingertips

ION to FRI 9.30-5.30 / SAT 9. 00-1 0
FAX: (01203) 645030

NED ENGINES -
Fully recondltlcl?ngg gnlgl?mgglfeom 542,5 00 What do you get EXHAUST FITTIN G KIT

FOR ORIGINAL STYLE EXHAUSTS

As close to original as possible.

- Unleaded
4 cylinder 1300 SF 1500 £490.00 Herald Kits are available, priced at £12.50 to £15 00

NEXT MONTH - GEARIE’:OXJ SPECIFICATIONS bt please specily exack systen ke,




The car (no name, no gender) is
a late 1967 MKI 2 Litre, commis-
sion number NC1546DL which
makes it quite early. | bought it in
late 1991, with a very sound body

extended pickup pipe on the oil
pump, sadly the latter came too
late after several oil pressure
blackouts on left hand curves,
and | had to rebuild the bottom
end halfway through the season.
Future plans . . . despite the
© improvement that the rear
suspension modifications have
made, Mkl suspension is not
where | would have started from
if I had wanted to be here, as an
Irishman might say, a rotoflex
conversion this winter, and a
rigid slimming diet should be
worth at least 10 seconds a lap,
and I must loose weight as well.

but with a chassis perforated by standing full of
water, separating body and chassis (see Courier No.
147 ‘Lift off in one’) led to a complete rebuild, but a
change of direction occurred when | decided that
even if the car could be, | was not concours
material. When | realised that some lunatics in the
TSSC actually raced these things, that was my ticket
to the funny farm.

Two years later |
have just complet-
ed my first seasons
racing with the
TSSC group. The
car has changed a
lot, having started
with standard
Herald rear sus-
pension, and you
can imagine what
that was like on a
race track. One
Clerk of the
Course told me
that it would have
been frightening, if
he hadn’t been
laughing so much.

The car is less  amusing, but a lot more stable
now. | can recommend raising the rear spring,
recambering the spring and fitting a rear anti-roll
bar also helps a bit, Dolomite alloys and Yokohama
ADOTs help a lot.

As usual the Herald front end is superb, once it is
lowered, with Roadsport springs and Spax adjusta-
bles, I also fitted a thicker front anti-roll bar,
purportedly from a GT6, but no one else had ever
heard of a GT6 with a 15/16th anti roll bar. Any
ideas where that one came from?

Engine is the original Mkl with an oil cooler, a
cylinder head oil feed to protect the rockers, and an

B

Sadly the 750 Motor Club,
which organises the Roadgoing Sportscar
Championships that the TSSC racing group enters,
insists that a Vitesse is not a sports car’ but give it a
coupe roof and it becomes acceptable. Not logical
captain, but it's their party, so off with that nice
pagoda roof and on with a rather naff GRP coupe
roof, still, it will loose weight, and | am told,
improve the aerodynamics (what aerodynamics? a
brick has more

MNMAC REYNOL O

streamlining).

Engine
modifications
classified. .

Now Mac, may | ¢
borrow your col- 1
umn for a moment i
please? Thanks
(certainly John . . . 1
Mac .. .) Hear Ye, |
Hear Ye, Vitesse
owners, if you
drive a Vitesse,
you must by
definition be
interested in per-
formance, rather
than restoration
and originality, or you would drive a Courier van,
s0 be it known that there are now ‘three’ racing
Vitesses competing in the championships as well as
sundry Spitfires and GT6s, there is plenty of room
for more.

So look out for the race day dates in the club
calendar, come on down to your local circuit and
see what racing is really like, we are not into luxury &
motor homes and squirting champagne, nor are we
boring petrol heads with a death wish, it’s just a
whole lot of fun. . . thanks John! . . . most interest- ¢
ing and enlightening . . . | hope it goes some way to
boosting your spectators (and maybe participants!) .

.. good luck for the coming 1995 season . ..

| used Johns’ car as a feature this month (rather
than a members Vitesse) due to the fact that over
the (fading into the past!) festive season | received
such a vast amount or correspondence | have
indeed been ‘overcome’ by paperwork! So if |
replied . . . promising to feature your Vitesse, don’t
panic ...l will ... assoon as | sort them into some
form of order!!

In the January register | asked if anyone had used a
product called Rain-X, 1 had two replies, one would
you believe it from John Davies? (Our intrepid
Vitesse racing driver . . . see above!). His experi-
ence of it is as follows . . . “it does what it says,
reducing the ‘wettability’ of the windscreen glass,
so that water forms into larger droplets and blows
away in the airflow. Trouble is you need to be
travelling at about 40mph for the airflow to be
enough, below that the water collects on the glass
until gravity pulls it off, in traffic you have to use the
wipers, which leaves the glass smeary, until the
water can reform into droplets again. | still have a
bottle in the garage, half used, it was an interesting
experiment, although a bit pricey, and the stuff
nearly works completely, it was developed, the
blurb also says for aircraft which tend to spend most
of their time at more than 40mph, | can imagine
that for planes it works really well, but on balance
wipers are better for cars . . .

Incidentally, did you know that Halfords sell a
range of wiper arms which are adjustable for
length? The smallest fit the Herald range, matt black
and modern in appearance,
they look good on the cars
and are no more expensive
than the original chrome ones
... | would spend my money
on a pair of them rather than
Rain-X! . ..” Thanks for that
John . . . the second letter
came from Oliver St. john . . .
but due to lack of space this

Drilling
Royalties
Transport
Refining
Storage

month . . . you'll have to wait DAGILGUELTEME LN
Oil company profit

until March to see what his
opinion was . . .!

The next (very important)
item is concerned with the
security of our cars . . . it's an
anti-theft deterrent manufactured and marketed by
SW Classics (Totnes), you could call it a ‘break-

Garage profit
Customs and Excise duty

through’! (pun intended!) as it goes under the name.__

of “The brake it anti theft system” . . . it is to prevent
the vehicle being moved without the owners
consent . . . you will have possibly have realised by
now that it is plumbed into your existing brake
system, and will completely immobilise your car. It
consists of a small metal box which contains a
micro switch and an LED. To activate the system

Why a gallon costs 43p.

Exploration and research

you simply hold the brakes on (normal foot pres-
sure) insert the key and turn . . . remove the key
(LED is illuminated) and that's it! The brakes are
locked on ! It may still be possible to gain entry to
your vehicle (not too difficult for the determined .
thief) but they will certainly not be able to move it! @
(to de-activate . . . insert the key and turn . . . your [
brakes are released).

I visited Stan at SW Classics back in early
December and had a ‘Brake-lt’ fitted (nice neat job ¢
Stan . . . thanks!). Since then | have used it at every |
opportunity . . . for short 10 minutes stops to long |
overnight parking (10 hours plus) with no problems
whatsoever (having said that | am assured that there |
is indeed nothing to go wrong anyway) this system |
has the advantage of having no alarms to sound . . . |
in the small hours of the night . . . and still no one ¢
takes any notice! . . . the flashing LED can be visi-
ble to deter would be joyriders from even trying to
gain entry . . . it is a foolproof system that cannot
become activated whilst driving, so is completely
safe and user friendly.

| think it has several advantages over other
anti-theft devices . . . one that it is possible to
immobilise you car and still leave the engine
running, occupants in the car with the heater
running . . . or in the case of breakdown vehicles
when the engine is required to provide power for
jump leads/charging . . . your vehicle can be left

unlocked . . . but unable to be driven away . . . also &
in the case of small children/dogs in the car . . .
parked on a hill . . . all the brakes are locked on . . . [

no fear that the handbrake

will be accidentally knocked
off ... ifitis...the other -
four brakes are locked on . . . |
| have to say . . . 'l am well .
impressed!” . . . Normal retail |
price is to be £119.95 includ-
ing VAT ... but as a special
introductory offer they are
available'at £99.95 . . . the
system can be fitted in
approximately 2 hours (comes
complete with all instructions).
For further information contact
Stan at SW Classics on Totnes
01803 865842 . ..

(also see advertisements in this Courier) . . .

And finally this month . . . you will remember |
mentioned that petrol was 43p a galion in 1974 |
thought you may like to see a breakdown on what
monies went where . . . (I found this newspaper
cutting in an old diary!) . . . talking of petrol prices .
.. can you remember petrol rationing . . . when it
was going to be introduced . . . about 19727 Let me
know if you still have your ration coupons . . .

Thanks . . . take care . . . cheers ... *
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The unfair advantage.

IN ASSO:IATION
WI"H:

=€ AUTOMEC
GOODRIDGE|

COMPRESSORS AS WELL AS
PROTECTING THE POWDER COATED
FINISH FULL INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED.

SC001 - COMPRESSOR

£22.95 _

FULLY ADJUSTABLE CONVERSION KIT.
S R 5 ;
s Eoglgé@ . EERS SP262 - CONVERSION
SP260 - FRONT (PAIR) KIT £140
£89.95 INCLUDES 2 x DAMPERS PLUS PAIR
SP261 - REAR (PAIR) EIT ,?nuc/ ]PTVMSLF::ZC%AL‘/I{; S
£79.95 THE NO 1 CONVERSION FOR VIT
SPAX COME WITH 11/ GT6 I1/IIl OWNERS IMPROVES
UPRATED BUSHES HANDLING AND COMFORT.
SPRING COMPRESSORS POWDER COATED
CUSTOM MADE FOR TRIUMPH SPRINGS SPRINGS.
ENABLING YOU TO ASSEMBLE SHOCK
ABSORBERS AND SPRINGS IN A TR290 - STANDARD (BLACK)
FRACTION OF THE TIME TAKEN BY THE
CONVENTIONAL ‘HOOK TYPE’ £39 PAIR

TR291 - UPRATED (BLACK)
£42 PAIR (15% UPRATED)

PLEASE STATE CAR WHEN
ORDERING

. 7] MAIL
| ORDER

(  ORDERS

TSSC OFFERS
MAIN ST /P H@TLHNE
LUBENELAM @1353 , Q@Q!Qi
LEICS
LE16 9TF
POSTAGE & PACKING (4.95  xcepr whERE stazep.

ALL PRICES INC VAT,

COPPER BRAKE| GOODRIGESTANLES
PIPE TS, | STELBRAKEROSE

SET4 £29.95
HERALD (ALL) £25

COPPER FUEL PIPE KITS.
VITESSE (ALL) £30 |HERALD 948/1200/12/50
SPITFIRE  (ALL) £25 HERALD 13/60 Egg
SPITFIRE DUAL VITESSE 1600/MKI £30
CRCUT 435 |sermmmuymint

SPITFIRE IV/1500 £34
GT6 (ALL) £30 GTé6 1/11/151(1) £40

PLEASE STATE MODEL, Mk AND
YEAR WHEN ORDERING

FEBRUARY | Accrssomies =5
SILICONE BRAKE FLUID
S P E C I A L (NO MORE RUSTY BULKHEADS
OR STRIPPED PAINT)
A D I S C O UN T GB253 - 1/2 LITRE £8.00
| - GB254 - 1 LITRE £15.95
| OFFER 1 LITRE IS SUFFICIENT FOR A
LL SYSTEM
(EXCEPT I'”I AL CIRCUIT)
BUY PAIR SPAX PLUS GBE10 - SET 4 BRASS BLEED , P &;5 j
SPRINGS OF YOUR SCREWS £5.00 :£2. S (R |
CHOICE o GU100 - 3 PIECE UNION KIT £10.00 THE LONG TERM
NORMAL PRICE GB350 - 4 CYL CLUTCH PIPE £4.25 | o COPPSEROP%?E&%‘UDB S
£128.95 GB325 - 6 CYL CLUTCH PIPE £3.50 PIPES REQUIRED FOR COMPLETE 7
SALE PRICE £ 118.95 FP100 - CARB TO CARB FUEL PIPE ,‘ m&v:ﬁgm;gg
SAVE £10.00 - (STROMBERGS)  £12.95 | compuene wire brass maus remaLe
. GF700 - IN LINE FUEL FILTER £2.95 |  CONNECTORS CLIPS AND FITTINGS S




IUMPH SPA
01787 313123 Ky

EAST ANGLIA'S LEADING FORCE FOR SPITFIRE AND GT6
AMERICAN RUST FREE PANELS

Bonnet Assemb!y Spﬂ:ﬁre Mkl & ll | £350.00
£ , , o €375 00
.. £325.00
- £95.00
£125.00
£85.00
'£95.00
£85.00-
£85.00
£85.00
£85.00

£04.50
rted to this

Bonnet Assembly Spatf‘" e Mkiv & 1500
Ta:lgate GT6 Mk I, It, Il .

"'Spi’t’flre MK I, i, lll
Bootlid Spitfire MkIV & 1 500
Doarshell Spitfire Mk L ‘
Doors;'jeﬂ Spitfire Mk IH GT(-» Mk l Il e
Doorshell Spitfire Mk v, 1500, GT6 MK
Front Bumper Spit MkIV, 1500, GT6 Mk Il
Rear Bumper Spit MkIV, 1500, GT6 MKk .

Blg Mac, Thick Shake & Frles [subject to avallabmty}
‘nels :

here th y'vhkave been sunning
themselves smce New All are Totally Rust Free, And as
th : #-i g / ‘

CURRENTLY DISMANTLING: Spitfire Mk Ill, Spitfire MkIV (x 2) (\
Spitfire 1500 {x 2), GT6 Mk I, GT6 Mkl {x 2),
Herald 1200 Saloon, Herald 13/60 Convertible {x 2)

SWITCH

FAX: 01787 881852

A Happy 1995 to you all.

Anyway, on to happier amphibious things. As some of you will be
aware, the BBC Top Gear team have filmed a programme about the
Herald in their ‘Car’s the Star’ series. This is currently scheduled to be
shown one Sunday evening sometime in February.

Potentially it looks like it will be well worth watching, there are a
couple of minutes about the Amphicar and many interesting Herald
stories, such as a one owner 1959 car!

Synthetic lubricants are excellent. What more can | say? I've just had
the wheels off Amphicar again and once more there is no sign of wheel
bearing wear, that's three years now, they needed changing at least
once a year when | was using a conventional grease. The products | use
are from the American company Amsoil, available in the UK from
Performance Qil, on 0181 892 0061.

I first heard about synthetic lubricants on Compuserve. Compuserve is
a worldwide computer database and network with millions of mem-
bers, there are special interest areas on a number of subjects, including
old cars.

The number of people who now have access to PCs with modems is
growing dramatically, there must be many hundreds of you out there in
Triumph Land. Compuserve is probably the best source of Triumph
related information at the moment although it’s likely that the Internet
system will provide more information in years to come.

I'm not going into any sort of detail about computer systems and
what’s available in this column, it won't be of interest to the majority of
readers and the information is freely available elsewhere, however, |
will mention anything 1 see relating to Club cars as | journey through
‘cyberspace’.

Just to give you a taste of the sort of information on Compuserve, a
quick scan on the word Triumph produced a few dozen files available
to download, the following 5 are typical examples of the sort of thing
out there. These are text files (2000 bytes is about a page), pictures and
all sorts of other information can also be downloaded.

GT6.ASL/Text. Bytes: 10167. Count: 54,20-May-92
Title: Short history of, and guide to, the Triumph GT6

The Triumph GT6 was nearly cancelled before it was built, both the
car (a tiny GT coupe) and the story of its creation are interesting, so
here’s a bit of history regarding the original GT6 project. Includes tech.
details, spotter’s guide, and buyer’s guide. From the Archives of the
Scions of Lucas, uploaded by Shell Hall.

TSIX.ASL/Text. Bytes: 6003, Count: 77,22-Apr-92
Title: The Triumph straight 6 engine
(GT6, TR6, TR250)
From Mark Bradakis comes this article on the Triumph straight six used
in the GT6, TR6, Triumph 2000 sedan, Vitesse and TR250. Includes
production variations and may be useful as a guide to engine swaps. A
file from the Archives of the Scions of Lucas, uploaded by Shel Hall.
TRADV.TXT/Text. Bytes: 7938. Count: 118,
22-Mar-93
Title: Triumph! 1t’s not just a car, it’s an adventure!

Sarah Goes to Sacramento, or Triumph - It's Not Just a Car, It's an

Adventure! If Standard-Triumph were still in business selling cars, they

should use the subtitle as an ad
slogan. It's nicely ambiguous,
those of us with experience
would get a chuckle, and those
without would get suckered in,
errrr, attracted by it. A story
about a drive in a Triumph
VIBES. TXT/Text. Bytes. 20005.
Count: 42, 01-Nov-91
Title: Spitfire Engine Vibrations-
Internet MSG THD
Keywords: TRIUMPH SPITFIRE
EXHAUST
GEARBOX ENGINE VIBRA-
TIONS MESSAGES
Jon Bradshaw’s Triumph Spitfire
had exhaust problems and
engine and gearbox noises and
vibrations. What was wrong? He
and others reviewed the options
at length in this message thread
cross-posted from Internet. A
textfile to be downloaded or read
on line. Uploaded by judy
Russell.
TRANNY.1/Text. Bytes: 13820,
Count: 31, 18-Sep-91
Title: Trans Jobs and Manuals -
9/91 Internet Thread
The ins and outs of rebuilding a
Spitfire transmission are covered
in this September 1991 Internet
message thread: tools needed,
difficuity levels, where to get
parts. Also discussed is what to
do when the transmission fill bolt
sticks. A text file to be down-
loaded or read on line. Uploaded
by Judy Russell. #
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hank you for the response
0 my requests in the last

rticle, unfortunately there
does not appear to be much
expertise in the area of Triumph
2000/2500 transplants. Adrian
Benneit of Stone, Staffs contacted
me and besides being able to
enfighten me on the subject over
the phone also told me that there
was a comprehensive article writ-
ten many years ago in an issue of
“Turning Circle’. Adrian kindly
offered to look the article out so
that it could be re-published or
at least used as a source

of reference.

I had a better response to my
request for information on bonnet
locks. It seems as though | do not
read the Courier as thoroughly as
| should since Bill Livingstone of
Six Spares wrote to me, pointing
out that they advertise bonnet
locks in their monthly
advertisement. The locks are
made on the original tooling
and are supplied in pairs to fit
GT6 Mkl and I, Spitfire Mk, 11
and I, all Heralds and all but
the very late Vitesses. They can
even be supplied as part of a
matched lock set which contains
all the lock barrels for the
particular model. Thanks to
everyone who contacted me on

(>3 M

(116 MAGAZINES...

this subject.

I'm always especially interested
to receive mail from overseas and
just lately I've had more than my
usual share.

One of these letters was from
France, from Christian Dorbe, who
is president of the newly formed
GT6 Owners Club. The club is
promoting itself over here and they
describe themselves at present as a
‘a small team’. They plan to organ-
ise a French-English meeting. Their
other plans include publishing a
technical/historical book, in
French. If you would like to get
in touch with them, write to: GT6
Owners Club, La Trappe,

24200 Sarlat.

Christian does not speak much
English but he has a translator. Of
course | will help them all | can
and if you would prefer to contact
them through me, then please
feel free.

Graham Cheetham has written to
me from the Triumph Sports Car
Club of Southern Africa. Graham
has recently become the TSSC
Area Organiser for that rather large
area, South Africa! The following
is summary of the GT6s he knows
of in that continent: An amazing 9
Mkls, 5 Mklls, 1 GT6+ and 12
Mkills, one with a Triumph 2000
engine ( now they’re doing it over

there as well!).

From the Netherlands, Kees
Leydekkers has sent a list of the
Dutch GTés, 5 Mkls (1 RHD), 4
Mklls (1 RHD), 4 GT6+ (2 RHD)
one of which is an early USA
model and another has a Spitfire
‘4" (ie MkI) chassis (FC prefix).

All these are now recorded on
the register. Speaking of which, |
have now made a start at enter-
ing the IVR form details onto my
computer. It is an incredibly
laborious job so don’t expect any
results for a while but the end
product should be useful. | have
also just received another pile
from HQ — keep them coming
and keep them up to date.

As promised last month, here is
an update to the list of magazines
containing GT6 material. The list
was compiled by Malcolm
Thomas who has been a member
of the TSSC for 16 years and
owns 2 Mkllls. Malcolm also
refers to a lengthy article by Mike
Long in the April 1983 Turning
Circle on the subject, perhaps
someone would be kind enough
to let me have a copy so that |
can publish the definitive
magazine list in time for this
season’s autojumbles.

Here's the update:-

Classic and Sportscar April 1994 GT6 MKkl vs E Type
AA Drive Magazine 1970 MKI

AA Road Impression RI17 Mkl

Custom Car August 1972 Mkl

Car September 1971 Mkl
Competition Car 1973 Mkl

Car & Driver April 1973 Mk, Group test
Motor October 28, 1967 SAH Mkl
Autocar October 18, 1973 Mkl

Autocar October 29 1970 Mkl

Motor June 1 1968 Mkl

Bye for now. #

GORDON HUL NMES

CHEAPER AQUALITY SPARES

EN
=

WE ARE EAST ANGLIA
SECOND HAND TRIUMPH

IN

=TRGB

S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF NEW AND
SPARES (WE DON'T JUST CLAIM TO BE)

BELOW IS A SAMPLE SELECTION OF OUR STOCK.

EAST ANGLIA

01487
842168

Fax 740274

HERALD - VITESSE - G76 - SPITFIRE SPARES.

FRONT SUSPENSION AND STEERING Front brake pads, type 12 calliper....... .£5. SPECIAL OFFERS TO TSSC
Front wheel bearing set, state model............. £9.95  [rontbrake pads, other models from. .£8.16 MEMBERS ONLY
Track rod Joint. Brake pads, Her/Spit.. .£12.86 Set of 4 Spitfire wheel centre cap with badges.
Solid rack mount kit.. Brake discs, Vit/ GT6... £16.39 Original B.L. Boxed. £20.00
STANPART trunnion. Herald/ Spitfire clutch kit, NEW, High spec roll over bar Her/ Vit/ Spit
Front springs, standard OR uprated, high quality. £44.65 (State model) £49.95
state model £1250 Vit GT6 Unipart clutch plate.............eee. £15.21  Pair of high and low note homs......................£10.99
Top ball joint, all models.......... X Brake shoes Vit/GT6 Her/ Vit rear light complete with lenses,
Front Trunnion kit, all models. . (to KE20, 000). original lucas. £37.50
Front vertical link, state model (original .£41.13  Brake drums, all models from... Complete stainless steel exhaust
Anti roll bar link, all models...... 10.51  Copper brake pipe kits from Spit Mkl £99.00

Front shock absorbers, state
Steering rack, exchange
quality rebuild. £35.19

REAR SUSPENSION (NON ROTOFLEX)
Rear leaf spring, Spit Mk, I, lIl,

GT6 Mkl NEW. £49.95
Rear leaf spring, Spit MkIV/1500,
GT6 (LATE) £69.32

Rear shock absorber, state model....
Rear trunnion bush kit, per side........
Wheel bearing kit

(bearings, seals, hub nut and gasket)...
Rear driveshaft Her/ Spit/ GT6 (short)..
Rear driveshaft Spit IV/ 100/

GT6 MKl (LONG).....

REAR SUSPENSION (ROTOFLEX)

ALL ORIGINAL LEYLAND SPECIAL OFFERS
Rotoflex coupling with new bolts.
Rotoflex driveshaft....................c.c..
Hub for shaft.

Wheel bearing kit (inc seals).............
Complete original trunnion bush kit..
Spring eye bush...................
Rear vertical link (state side)...
Lower bolt and bracket

(148975 or 148976).......
Wishbone (state model).

2031
WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE ON THE ABOVE
ROTOFLEX PARTS FROM ANY OTHER TRADER.
YOU WON'T BUY CHEAPERIIIIN

MECHANICAL & BRAKES
Fully reconditioned Her or Spit
engine, high spec
£395.00
Gearbox fully recon, high spec
Differerential, full recon, high spec ...

£176.25

Full workshop facilities at only £16 an hour (+VAT)

Rear wheel cylinder, Her/Spit.
Rear wheel cylinder...............

Rear wheel cylinder, MkIV/15
6 cylinder oil pumps......
Silicone brake fluid, 1 litre

BODY PANELS
We ONLY sell the best body panels currently avaik-
able. Before you buy inferior panels elsewhere
please call us! Remember we fit our own panels in
our workshop!

Spit/GT6 OUter Sill......oceeeserrrrvrrreeee
Spit/ GT6 quarter valance, f/glass..
Spit/ GT6 quarter valance, steel.
Spit/GT6 floor pan...
Spit/ GT6 door skin.
Spit/GT6 front wing (BL)..
Her 13/60 LH front wing...
Her 13/60 RH front wing..
Rear lower valance MkIV/ 1500,
Pressed front floor, Spit/ GT6 ...
Pressed rear floor, Spit/ GT6.
Floor cross member, Spit/ GT6.
Front outrigger, all cars
Boot floor, Spit/ GTS.....
Front wheel arch, MkIV/
Front inner arch
Rear arch, all cars (BL)
Her/ Vit door skins........
Her/ Vit outrigger (under boot)...
Chassis siderail

Her/ Vit wheel arch lip..
Outer sill, Her/ Vit
Rear wing MkIV/ 1500.

Complete stainless steel exhaust
Spit MKIV.
Stainless system (less f-pipe) MkI/I...
Stainless system Spit 1500......
Stainless Spitfire sports 1500...
Stainless extractor manifold 1500. ...£120.00
ALL ABOVE SYSTEMS ARE DOUBLE S AND

CARRY A LIFETIME GUARANTEE.
WOOL MIX CARPET SET. BEAUTIFUL QUALITY
WITH FULLY BOUND EDGES:-
Spit MKE-V....
CHOICEOF  Spit 1500......
COLOURS Herald
Vitesse.
GT6 (state model)...............£89.95

Spit Il Stanpart white tonneaus
Halogen headlight conversion kit..
Herald (up to 1250)
original headlight rim
Triumph “shield” hom badge....
Triumph “Triumph” hom badge
Sunvisors late Spit per pair..
High quality fibreglass gearbo:
(state model).

WE HAVE TONS, AND | MEAN TONS!
OF GOOD SECOND HAND PARTS.
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME
AND DISMANTLE AND HAGGLE
TEA AND HAND CLEANER IS FREE
TO CLUB MEMBERS!

|ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT]

Prices subject to change without notice.
You must mention this advert to obtain these prices. TRGB Unit1, Sycamore Farm, Industrial
Estate, Long Drove, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 3HJ.

DO YOUHAVE OUR NEW CATALOGUE?
IT'S FREEJUST PHONE OR FAX.

OUR CARRIAGE IS CHEAPER TOO!
3 DAY (B0KG!) FROM ONLY £5.87
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We have the largest stock of used parts anywhere in the country, so why not buy
where the trade buys AT TRADE PRICES. We guarantee if you can buy cheaper
from any other trader, then please let us know and we will refund the difference.

N

Spoilers, MkiV, 1500, GT6 IHll, original ................. £12.00
Heaters, ail models and Herald ....... .

Distributors, all models and Herald .
Water pumps, all models and Herald ..
Fans, all modeis and Herald, from ._..................... £5.00

Carbs, all models per pair ...................... ... £35.00
Manifolds, ali Spitfires, inlet & outlet, from .......... £10.00
Speedos, rev counters, Jaegers & Smiths, each ... £8.00
Fuel & temp, Jaeger & Smith, each ...................... £5.00
Dash tops, MkIV, 1500, GT6 1l ........... £25.00
Grill, MkIV, 1500, GT6 Ill, TO CLEAR ................... £5.00
Steering wheel, MkIV, 1500, GT6 1l .................... £10.00
Driveshatfts, Mki, II, ill, Herald + early MkIV, complete with
hub etc, ready to fit ..., £35.00

Doors, MkiIV, 1500, some complete with glass, winding gear,
handles and inner trim, from £25.00
Wheels, all models and Herald, ONLY ................ £5.00
Wheel trims, MkIV, 1500, GT6 Ill black and

sitver, EACH ...
Starter motor, all models, TO CLEAR . .
Alternator, MkiV, 1600, GTG6 Il .........................
Dynamo, Mkl, I, lll, Herald & early GT6,

TO CLEAR
Calipers, all models and Herald ...
Wiring looms, all models, complete
Dash support bracket, all models .
Bumpers, MkIV, 1500, GT6 lii, fro
Propshafts; all models, none overdrive
Hood frame, MkIV, 1500 .....................
Hood frame, MkIV, 1500 with hood, FROM ......... £65.00

Steering rack, all models, TO CLEAR .
Springs, all models, from .................

BONNETS, we have just bought SIX Mkl Spitfire bonnets
so cheap that we can sell to you at bargain priceds from £75
to £150.

Wiper motors, all models
Bonnet, side catch, all models ....
Headiight cowl, MkIV, 1500, GT6 I ..
Anti roll bar, all models
NEW PARTS AVAILABLE
Boot rackes, polished alloy, all chrome or wood slat type,
all at Only ... £22.00 EACH
VARIOUS PANELS AVAILABLE

Chrome air filters, 1300/1500, pair .. £14.00
Discs, all Spitfire, Herald, GT6 from, pair .. . £20.00
Front corner valances, each ....... . £19.00
Ignition locks + 2 keys, MkIV ... .... £30.00
Soft top, Mk, II, ill, Iv, 1500, good quality, rear zip window, steel pop-
pers, and free popper fixing tool, ONLY ............c.ccccnennins £65.00

If the part you require is not listad here, please ring, | am sure we will

have it somewhere amongst our huge stock of used parts. We can

deliver next day if required and we accept Access and Visa, or if you

prefer to call in, we are just 10 minutes from Junction 11 of the M4,
or 10 minutes Junction 4A M3. PLEASE RING FIRST.

JINGLES FARM, NEW MILL ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD,
BERKS, RG11 4QT.
‘SPITBITZ’ THE ONLY

01 734 / 732648 NAME TO REMEMBER

We can fix dents,

— repair suspension
— rebuild engines,

Call any time, or visit for

NEED HELP FIXING YOUR TRIUMPH

— replace rusty panels,
— weld chassis sections,
- sort out MoT problems,

— restore sagging sills and sticking doors,
— respray in original Triumph colours,
— retune engines and carbs to
tip-top condition,
— and generally get your car looking
good and going well!
FROM A STRAIGHT SERVICE TO A FULL RESTORATION,
call MIKE to discuss YOUR car’s needs.
-

M. W. RESTORATIONS,
O1799 541556

INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRS

o

& mechanical faults,

Saffron Walden, Essex.

an on-the-spot quotation.
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compound curves, but most parts
have to be made. Some mistakes
were made in measurements
shown in the plans, leading to the
cockpit being too short, but this is
only discovered once the car is
made. | tried to make the car as
much like the original Burlington
demon-

strator as :
possible, a trend not followed by other builders
who produced a great variety of finished prod-
ucts. The original car had 15 inch wheels to
give it the right perspective. Many people used
the original 13 inch wheels which seem to give
the car an odd look. The 15 inch wheels also
alter the gearing greatly, reducing acceleration,
. but increasing top speed and the speedo is out
of calibration. The suspension has to be lowered
due to the wheels as well. | had difficulty find-
ing the thin Herald tank for mine and had to

Burlington Arrow

This month’s words and pictures
come from John O'Melia who
lives in Keighley, West Yorkshire.
John's close involvement with
the build of four different
Herald/Spitfire based kit cars
qualifies him as a true expert in
this field. What are your
consultancy fees John?

BURLINGTON ARROW

Having owned a great many
rusting old cars, the appeal of
one that couldn’t stimulated a
passion for specialist cars. The
Burlington Arrow was chosen as
much for its looks as its
cheapness and Triumph base.
The project started in 1983 and
lasted to 1986. It comes as a set
of plans, to modify the chassis, to
construct a frame for the body
and a series of body shapes from
ply and aluminium. The build-up
is very labour intensive, some
parts are supplied in GRP due to

TIRENVOR COL L =TT

fabricate a special. One of the most difficult
jobs was to chop the chassis and increase the
length by five inches to create a 30s look front with the wheels stuck
out. This is also achieved by reversing the suspension turrets and thus
putting the engine further back.

The car was made with cycle wings to start, with brackets to the front
suspension so that they turned with the wheels. These lasted only a few
hundred miles before fracturing due to vibration. The car was later
modified to its present specification, with parts from Haydn Davies, the
Burlington designer. Front wings moulded from an MG TF, with the
headlight removed, and a full windscreen. The driving experience with
just aero screens was not very pleasant and having a hood was a great
luxury. The chassis for this car was taken from a scrapyard and | feel }

BurlingtonwArrow
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have in fact saved a Triumph rather than destroyed one. I'm sure my
contribution to parts suppliers also benefits the old Triumph scene in
general. The Burlington Arrow is a bit of an undertaking, but well worth
doing if you've plenty of spare time and produces one of the MOST

ST s o

The next project was to help a friend build a Moss Monaco which was
generally based on a Herald 13/60 but used a great many parts from
my Spitfire 4 which was so badly rusted it was beyond saving. The
Monaco was manufactured in Sheffield by Moss Sports Cars Ltd., and is

Moss Monaco

unusual in that it comes all in once piece. It has no doors, roof or
screen and once you have fixed it to the chassis you almost have a
complete car straight away. This car had similar difficulties with the
cycle wings at the front as the Arrow but less so due to their smaller
size and weight. Some builders prefer to mount them on a rod going to
the chassis so that they do not turn. Being such a light car several
leaves were removed from the rear spring and the front ones were re-
tempered. Chassis modifications in this case were simply removing the
side rails, shortening the outriggers and welding up with angle. Not
having a boot, a windscreen, a hood or any
doors makes this one of the most impractical
cars | have come across. Great fun to drive,
even with the 1147cc power, but a very harsh
ride. This eventually went back to the Moss
company but was never used as a demonstrator
as intended. | have driven a 2L Monaco and ¢an
say this was a unique driving experience if not
to say a handful. Great kit if you are looking for

JOMIDGE

My experience with these specials continued
by helping my friend Dave with his next project
— a Midge. Again a product of John
Cowperthwaite but no longer Moss (I could
never follow the business wheelings and deal-
ings of this company). This car had much in
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common with the Burlington in
that it came in plan form and was
very labour intensive. It differed
in the method of construction in
that the body tub was created by
gluing and screwing plywood
together to form a whole and dis-
pensing with welded frames to
support the body. Again parts
with compound curves were sup-
plied in GRP and it was nicely
finished with a cast radiator grill
and professional looking wind-
screen. Chassis modifications
were limited to removal of side
rails and turning the suspension
turrets round to push the engine
back. The body is skinned in
fairly thin aluminium which is
quite workable and this car has
the luxury of doors. This is the
most practical of these cars so far
as it is finished with a full length
hood and could take four people
if needed, although again there is
very little storage space. The
most expensive part of this car
was the professional respray.

This car is not a replica, but |
suppose is a rip off of a J2
Midget. A 13/60 engine and a
Spitfire overdrive gearbox makes
for subtle, smooth cruising with
the propshaft shortened and bal-
anced. A nice car but a lengthy
build period.

JC Midge

VINCENT HURRICANE

The Vincent Hurricane was
purchased as a part completed
project. It was made in 1986 and
had already had two owners
before we bought it and had not
yet turned a wheel. The body
was on the Mk 4 Spitfire chassis,
and the rolling chassis was
mostly finished but all other
components had to be found/
fitted to finish the car. My
favourite Triumph is the Mkiil
Spitfire and the Hurricane comes
close to perfection for me as it
has a rust proof body and is
Spitfire in principle, shame they
chose to change the styling so
much. The benefit of this car is
that it accepts the standard
fixtures and fittings of the Spitfire
range — the hood, seats, instru-
mentation etc very little of a non
standard nature is needed. |
experienced some difficulties
with the engine being a Mk4 and
all my ancillaries being Mkl
The Mk 4 crank pulley being a
different size and offset to the
Mkill due to the change to alter-
nator on the later car. Engine
access is a little less than on a
Spitfire as the whole of the front
lifts — it not having a valance.
The bulkhead where the brake
cylinders and pedals mount is
less stiff than it should be but the
newly available bulkhead panel

ANDY RoOSE

Triumph Cars Specialist

could cure
this. The
doors are
problemat-
ic in that
they catch
at the back .
due to . .

body flexi- Vincent Hurricane

bility. There does not seem to be any way of adjusting for this. On a
Spitfire this would be caused by a rotten body. This is the most practi-
cal of these specials, having areasonable locking boot and good weath-
er equipment, and performs quite nicely in daily use.

ohn has made several interesting points in his article. | agree that cars
J!ike the Burlington Arrow just cry out for large diameter wheels. john
doesn't tell us where he got his 15 inch wire wheels or how much they
cost. A popular compromise is to use 14 inch wire wheels from the
MGB (pardon my language).

These are readily available new or second hand and adaptors are
available that allow these to fit the Triumph hubs. The choice of tyre is
obviously important too. If you want large diameter wheels, don't fit
low profile tyres. The wider the tyre, the larger the diameter as well. By
the way, your impecunious Register Secretary cannot even afford 14
inch wheels, on my Moss | have bog standard Spitfire 13 inch rims with
175 width, normal profile tyres. This gives a better fill to the wheel arch-
es than the usual 155 or 165 widths. The next step is 185 which is really a
van size and my tyre supplier said that this would be too wide for a four
and a half inch rim but if you've got five inch rims, this may be a possibili-
ty. | did meet a Moss Malvern with 15 inch steel rims from a MGA, anyone
breaking an MGA?

John says cruising in overdrive in the Midge was ‘subtle and smooth’, this
is some achievement, he must have found the perfect suspension set up. In
defence of Hurricanes they are generally reputed to be very strong and |
have not heard of the problem John experiences with catching doors.

John O’'Melia is the most prolific club Special builder I've yet heard of. In
his letter he gives me a clue to a future project he might undertake — he
reckons there are enough fibre glass panels about to make an all GRP
Spitfire Mkl #

SERVICING - TUNING - CLUTCHES

AND ALL REPAIRS
| 103 Horsa Road, Northumberland Heath,Erith, Kent.

Telephone: 01322 338227/~




This months heading photo is
sent in by Katy Jones of
Pattingham, Wolverhampton and
features her pride and joy JKV
777N “JAKE”, a 1975 Siena

Brown Spitfire 1500.

When the cylinder bores of the 948cc had been
repositioned to allow an increase in capacity to
1147cc, an allowance had been made for future
possible increases in bore of the 1147¢cc engine
from 69.3mm to 73.7mm to produce an engine
with a capacity of 1296¢c for the new car. It was not
necessary to change the stroke and so exactly the
same 1147cc Heraid/Spitfire crank was used.
Although larger diameter pistons were obviously
required, in an attempt to reduce the reciprocating
mass, pistons with reduced skirts were used. In addi-
tion the gudgeon pin was made an interference fit
inthe little end bore, eliminating the need for a lit-
tle end bush. This allowed the use of con rods with
little end bosses of reduced size and weight. The
result was a piston and con rod assembly with a rec-
iprocating mass the same as that of the 1147cc
engine’s components which used fully floating gud-
geon pins in little end bushes. For reasons of com-
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monality the new con rods with inter-
ference fit gudgeon pins were subse-
quently introduced on the 1147cc
engines of the Herald 1200 and
Spitfire Mkll. As on the Herald 1200
the cam ran directly  in the block.
A major improvement to the engine
was the adoption of a new cast iron
eight port cylinder head which
featured individual induction ports
to replace the siamesed ports of the

JOHHMNN T HFHON . ASOMNN

1147cc engine and so significantly
improve engine breathing. The new
head had been developed alongside
the eight port head used on the

1147 cc competition Spitfires and
benefited from race experience.
However on the 1147cc competition
cylinder head the shape of the four
inlet ports had

allowed larger valves to be fitted: inlet valves
increasing in diameter from 1.1875in. to 1.306in.
and exhaust valves from 1.031in. to 1.170in. The
valve material specification was also improved to
21/4NS steel. With valve centres further apart, push
rods were not required to be so close to the spark
plug which allowed the separate push rod tubes
necessary on the earlier engines to be deleted and

been compro-
mised in order to
avoid the cylinder
head studs.
Consequently on
the new 1300cc
cylinder head the
opportunity was
taken to rearrange
the positions of
the cylinder head
studs (the total
number actually
reducing from 11
to 10), to better
accommodate the
four inlet ports,
even though it did
mean a new

SpltflreMk IV engine.

7

cylinder block
was required to reflect the new stud
positions. The two heads were
therefore different and not
interchangeable.

The combustion chamber shape was
improved and
enlarged to match
the larger cylinder
bore, though
compression
ration remained
the same as the
Herald at 8.5:1.
The larger com-
bustion chamber
allowed valve
centres to be
moved 0.13in.
further apart and
the inlet valve
centre to be
moved 0.05in.
away from the
combustion cham-
ber wall. Both

these changes

incorporated into the cylinder head casting to save
manufacturing costs. To reflect this increased
separation between valves and hence push rods, a
spacer was now added between the rockers on the
rocker shaft. The opportunity was taken at the same
time to better support the rocker shaft with
improved rocker pedestals, the end ones being of
the outrigger type developed for the competition
cars. Again this was a feature subsequently trans-
ferred across to the 1147cc engine of the Herald
1200 still in production.

Carburation was by means of a single 1.5in. CD
Stromberg carburettor mounted on a new four
branch aluminium inlet manifold incorporating
water heating. A new, well shaped cast iron exhaust
manifold was also used. A detail change was the
adoption of a new four bladed pressed steel
engine fan.

The new 1296c¢c engine first appeared in the
Triumph 1300 FWD saloon in October 1965 in
which it produced 61bhp at 5000rpm with a peak
torque of 73Ib.ft. at 3000rpm.

A twin carbed version of the new 1296 engine was
the next natural progression and this appeared in
the Spitfire Mkill in January 1967. Twin one and a
quarter SU carbs were used again but mounted on
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THE 1500 CC ENGINE

a new eight
port inlet man-
ifold. The man-
ifold no longer
required the
locating rings
of the Mkl and
Mkl Spitfire
manifolds but
featuring a
Smiths
Emission valve
as part of a
new closed
loop breathing
system. The
tubular exhaust
manifold of the
Spitfire Mkll
had proved too

The figures that say ‘woosh’
The new 1300 engine delivers
27% more power.Sprints from

0 to 50 in 12 seconds.

And delivers an honest 85
miles an hour.

Performance - top gear acceleration: 20 - 40 in 11.0 seconds, 30 - 50 in 11.0 sect
40 - 60 in 12.0 seconds. Through gears: 0- 50 12.0 seconds, 0 - 60 17.5 seconds

nds

expensive to

produce and so the Mklil featured the same exhaust
manifold as the 1300 saloon. Although offering
some restriction to gas flow the cast iron manifold
was much cheaper to produce, was quieter and
offered much better support to the inlet manifold as
well as two hot spots to aid fuel vapourisation. The
twin carbed package of the MkHI also included a
compression ratio increase to 9.0:1 and the use of
the more sporty 25-65-25-65 camshaft from the
Spitfire Mk, running in separate bearings in the
block. Although valve sizes were the same, different
valves were used since the Spitfire used the split
cone valve collets as opposed to the ‘keyhole’ type
of the 1300 FWD. The engine also featured fully
floating gudgeon pin con rods and pistons which
had recently been introduced on the 1300 FWD
saloon after the initial use of interference fit items.

The twin carbed version of the 1300cc engine
fitted to the Spitfire Mklll produced 75bhp at
6000rpm, a respectable increase of 14bhp over the
single carbed version fitted to the 1300FWD saloon
for the loss of only 1lb.ft. of maximum torque, albeit
at a higher rpm.

In August 1967 the Herald 13/60 was introduced
which was fitted with exactly the same engine as
the 1300 FWD saloon developing 61bhp at
5000rpm. Consequently to re-address the balance
between the two models, a month later the 1300TC
FWD was introduced featuring the same twin
carbed engine as the Spitfire MklIl. One item of
note that was different to the Spitfire was the use of
a short, four into one tubular manifold unique to the
1300TC FWD.

The 1300cc engine was a well developed, flexible
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engine that had benefited consider-
ably from competition work, with the
consequence that it required only a
number of minor changes during
production such as: a revised front
sealing block, the adoption in early
1967 of ‘perfect circle’ scraper rings
to reduce oil consumption, and
increasing the operating pressure of
the cooling system from 7Ib/in.2 to
131b/in.2 to improve cooling.

The next major event in the
development of the engine occurred
in August 1970 with the introduction
of the Triumph Toledo which featured
a ‘revised’ version of the 1300cc
engine. The revised engine, which
could ‘almost’ be called a ‘Mkll
1300cc engine’ was not the result of
development work but of production
rationalisation. Triumph engineers
had realised that by increasing the
diameter and width of the main and
big end bearings of the 1300cc crank
to the same as those of the sister six
cylinder two litre and 2.5 litre engine
cranks, production line machining
could be standardised. In addition
bearings and con rods common to the
six cylinder engines could also be
used. Consequently a new crankshaft
and cylinder block were introduced
from the 1300cc engine to accommo-
date the larger six cylinder bearings

and con rods. Big end bearings
increased in diameter from 1.625in. to
1.8750in. and main bearings
increased from 2.0005in. to 2.3115in.
Triumph marketing intimated that the
larger bearing size increased the life of
the engine. However in reality the
bearing life of the old engine had
never been in question and in fact the
larger bearings of the new engine
increased engine friction through
greater bearing drag whilst the associ-
ated new crank, con rods and pistons
were heavier and increased the
reciprocating mass.

Detail changes to the basic engine
included a new engine front plate,
front pulley nut and timing cover to
accommodate the larger diameter
crank, and stronger push rods increas-
ing in diameter from 0.214in. to
0.25in., again for commonality with
the six cylinder engines. The 18-58-
18-58 camshaft with a lift of 0.336in.
was retained. Other detail changes
included the adoption of a seven
bladed plastic engine fan to reduce
engine noise and power loss, whilst

sizes, although it did feature slightly different
porting. The split cone valve collars of the Spitfire
and six cylinder engines were also gradually
introduced, again for reasons of commonality and
doing away with the earlier ‘keyhole’ collars and
matching valves. Carburation was by means of
either a single 1.5in. SU or Stromberg CD carburet-
tor dependant upon the market. Apart from slightly
increased engine friction, power output was
essentially the same as that of the earlier engine
fitted to the 1300 FWD and Herald 13/60. However
because of a new method of recording engine bhp,
(to DIN standards), power output appeared to be
down from 61bhp to 58bhp and peak torque down
from 73Ib.ft. to 70lb.ft.

With production lines now rationalised between
four and six cylinder engines the ‘revised’ 1300cc
engine was adopted for all 1300cc engine applica-
tions. The 1300 FWD and 1300TC FWD were
discontinued in favour of the Toledo whilst the
Herald 13/60 received the Toledo engine with a
'‘GK’ engine prefix in August 1970 for its last year of
production. The universal adoption of the wide
bearing 1300 crank and con rods was also the
reason for the Herald 1200 finally being discontin-
ued in December 1970. The early 1300 crank had
been the same crank that had been used in the
1147cc engines and as production ceased so the
last 1147 cc

engines for the
Herald 1200
were built.

In the case of
the Spitfire, the
revised 1300cc
engine was
introduced in
the new Spitfire
MKIV in
November
1970. The
Spitfire MkIV
engine com-
prised the
revised block,
larger bearing
crank, con rods,
pistons, timing

full flow spin-on oil filters started to be
fitted as an alternative to the previous
Purolator type.

The cylinder head was essentially the
same as that of the earlier engine with
the same compression ratio and valve

cover and front
pulley etc from the Toledo but retained the 25-65-
25-65 cam (running in separate bearings), the cylin-
der head, 9.0:1 compression ratio and valves from
the Spitfire MklII. The inlet and exhaust manifolds
were also retained from the Mklll but the twin one
and a quarter inch SU carbs were modified to
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WEST COUNTRY TRIUMPH SPARES

SPITFIRE - HERALD . GT6 . VITESSE

———— 01249 720767 ———
INTER SALE - CHECKOUT THESE PRICE

SPITFIRE: Manifolds £15, Carbs pair £25, HERALD: Differential £30, Gearbox £30,
Heater unit £15, Complete front suspension \yindscreen £12, Rear suspension complete £35,
unit £40, Chassis good £75. Doors from pynnatt £15, Steering rack £12, Doorglass £10,

£20, Petrol tank E£15, Gauges £7, Steel . i
Bonnet good £150, Wheels with good tyre Heater units £15, Bulkhead £50, Manifolds £15, b

accommodate a different crankcase breathing system
in which engine fumes were ducted directly into the
carbs. A cold air supply was also provided to the
carbs for the first time to improve volumetric
efficiency. Despite the engine being essentially the
same as that of the Spitfire Mklll, again because of
the adoption of the DIN method of measuring
power, the quoted power output of 63bhp at
6000rpm appeared much lower than that of the

the purpose of which was to improve
cylinder sealing. The new head gasket
could be easily identified by a small
tag projecting from the rear of the
engine marked ‘TOP’.

In addition to these changes the
Spitfire MkIV also adopted the Toledo
cylinder head with larger 1.44in. inlet
valves from the Toledo 1500, again for

£42, Rear spring £15, Hoodcover £15. Carbs £15, Hoodcover £15.

{PLEASE RING BEFORE VISITING) NEXT DAY / 3 DAY DELIVERY

?“HERALD - VITESSE INTERIOR TRIM )

UNIT 4 BROADFIELD FARM GREAT SOMERFORD NR CHIPPENHAM WILTS.
Newton Cormnmercial specialises in

the manufacture of original speci-
fication interior trim. Our range of
Herald and Vitesse saloon trim
includes all items you require to
retrim one of these models
completely. Listed here are just a
few of the itemns we manufacture.

VISA

SEAT COVER KITS
FOAM CUSHIONS
SEAT STRAPS & DIAPHRAGMS
HEADLINING KITS
MOULDED CARPETS
ALL TRIM PANELS

For further information on these
and our SPITFIRE & GT6 trim
itemns, please send 34p in postage
stamps for our information packs.

Spitfire Mkill.

After the fervour
of activity in the
mid 60s, the
Competition
Department had
gone very quite as
regards the ‘SC’
engine, and so it
came as some-
what of a surprise
when in 1971,
now known as the
British Leyland
Special Tuning
Department, they
released a Special
Tuning kit for the
1300 Spitfire. The
kit could be fitted

to either the MklIIl or MkIV and simply comprised a
tubular exhaust manifold similar to that of the
Spitfire Mkil and a pair of larger one and a half inch
carbs fitted to the existing manifold. Although no
power figures were made available, when Motor

reasons of commonality. Thus by 1972
the basic engine of the Spitfire MkIV

was the same as that of the Toledo

except for a higher compression ratio

version of the cylinder head with

tested a kit fitted to a Mklll Spitfire they recorded a
reduction in the 0-60 time of two seconds and a top
speed increase to 97.3mph.

The early 70s was a time of increasing emissions
legislation not to mention a world fuel crisis.
Consequently as ignition timing became more

associated push rods, twin carburettors
and a different distributor. The effect of
the adoption of a 18-58-18-58 cam
with less overlap than 25-65-25-65
cam made a significant effect upon
reducing emissions but the combina-

BRITISH MOTOR

TEL: 01728 832880

f{';giff ﬁ WlnS & Co /%VWESSE

MAIL ORDER Tel- O3A2/8360650 -
THE SUPPLIER IN THE SOUTH

y

A

important for good emissions, at the beginning of
1971 a graduated timing plate replaced the simple
pointer on the timing chain cover used by earlier
engines. Then in 1972 further production rationalisa-
tion took place, aided and abetted by the need for
improved fuel consumption and reduced exhaust
emissions, when Triumph introduced a new
camshaft for all ‘SC’ four and six cylinder engines.
The new camshaft had the same 18-58-18-58 degree

tion of the cam’s higher lift and the
larger inlet valves meant that peak

power was not significantly reduced,
only reducing from 63bhp at 6000rpm

to 61bhp at 5500rpm.
Production of the 1300cc engine

continued in the Toledo until March
1976 and then in the Dolomite 1300

with very few changes other than

timing as the Toledo’s cam but increased valve lift
from 0.336in. to 0.36in. The other rationalisation

that took place at this time across all ‘SC’ four and
six cylinder engines was the adoption of a counter
bored recess around each cylinder bore to accom-
modate a raised lip on a new cylinder head gasket,

those for reasons of commonality, until
it was finally discontinued in August
1980. However long before then,
another turn to the story had once
again taken place with the develop-
ment of the 1500cc engine . . . .. *

HUGE STOCKS OF SECONDHAND PARTS OFF THE SHELF.
ALL COME WITH ONE MONTHS ‘MONEY BACK GUARANTEE'.
WITH OVER 3200 CARS BROKEN OVER THE YEARS WE PROBABLY WILL
HAVE IT. OUR USUAL LARGE NEW SPARES STOCK IS EVER INCREASING.

UNIT 17C, HOBBS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, NEWCHAPEL, nr LINGFIELD, SURREY. RH7 6HL
PLEASE PHONE FOR FULL NEW AND SECOND HAND PRICE LIST.

ANTONA 1)) 00€1 HHLL




Specialists in Older Vehicle Restoration

THE COMPLETE CLUB CAR REPAIRER IN THE LONDON AREA
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0181-994-3395

FAX: 0181-995-7599
FULL SERVICE £70 PLUS PARTS & VAT.

We are an established company with many years experience on all
Club cars. We are able to cater for all aspects of repair or renovation
whether it be a small scratch to a full rebuild. Please don’t hesitate to
call us for a quote or just advice on a problem or future purchase.

INSURANCE RECOGNISED REPAIRER

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL WORK
EMEX / DINERS / BN =

ENGINE, GEARBOX AND FOLDING FABRIC STEERING WHEELS
DIFFERENTIALS, STANDARD OR SUN ROOFS

MODIFIED SUPPLIED. FITTED SUPPLIED AND FITTED RE-COVERED IN
AND TUNED. HOODS SUPPLIED & MOST CLUB CARS. LEATHER TO
FITTED. IN FACT, ANY TYPE I AL

OF WORK ON YOUR TRIUMPE. CAR FOR SALE SPSCI:FCI;(I:IRTION
RING US NOW FOR A QUOTATION| 2 FRE VIWESSE MEN

CUSTOMERS OWN HUBS SPLIT condition, 35,000 miles

AND SPRINGS MOUNTED RING FOR DETAILS £45 + VAT

Superior Quality

CAR HOODS & CARPETS

SAVE £££'s
BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY!

Buy direct from the factory that manufactures
replacement hoods for most British and European
Fasteners Sports cars. Prestige Car Hoods are made to very

Jactory fited for  exacting factory standards, and are guaranteed to fit
a precise fit precisely.

i doid H/duty  Original Duck  Mohair
S Spittire Mk.1-3 £64.95 £79.95  £124.95 £180.95
windows Spitfire Mk.3-4 zip  £69.95 £89.95 £139.95  £194.95
DIY fitting Herald/Vitesse £64.95  £89.95  £139.95 £194.95
instructions Tonneau covers from £59.95, Hood covers from £45.95

supplied “H/duty" is a Heavy Duty quality PVC. ~Original” is Original Quality Material,
Contrasting Duck is a black canvas hooding material. Mohair is the finest quality canvas
Piping available hooding available.

Al prices
include VAT.
Carriage extra

Whole interior,

LUXURY CARPET SETS ok T

Standard carpets available in black only Deluxe available in
8 colours. Sound deadening kit is 1/2" thick, self adhesive

SEAT COVERS & TRIM KITS //', / © felt, designed to fit under our carpets to reduce interior noise
/

i levels and help reduce wear and tear to the carpet set.

. Trim Panel Sound
Vinyl Leather Kit | Standard Deluxe Deadening
Spitfire Mk.IV £84.95 £191.95 £79.95 / \’&/ All Spitfires £62.95 £77.95 £39.95 !1)% OFF
Door trim panels £39.95 pair, W/arch panels £19.95 pair, NS, Herald/Vitesse £4205 #6205 0os ML g et
B pair, B P N B A GT6 £7895  £99.95  g49.95  Purchised with
Rear panel £29.95 S5 e carpet sel

Trade enquiries welcome

OUT EUROPE 14 DAY MONEY BACK
Tel: (0151) 608 8683 Fax: (0151) 608 0439 SURNRANTEE IF NOT

COMPLETELY
We accept Visa, Master card and American Express.
O TRIM PRODUCTS LTD SATSPED

PRE
3 Prenton Way, North Che ing Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside, L43 3DU

ARCH 197, PREBEND GARDENS

CHISWICK, LONDON W4 1TN

10% discount to Club members. Close to buses and tubes. 10 mins from Junction 2 of M4.

Wir fuhren auBerdem ein groBes
Sortiment an Auspuffanlagen
in Edelstahl, auch fur andere

TR2-6, SPITFIRE, GT6,
HERALD, VITESSE Eghrzfeugmag(_en.

Eines der gréBten Ersatzeillager, % Pl k€

in Europa fur lhren Triumph!

Wirfuhren Teile fur TR2-6, Spitfire  One of the biggest stockists for free price list
@-‘

GT6, Herald, Vitesse. Triumph spares on the

) Continent.
@3 % @ We have parts for TR2-6,

Spitfire, GT6, Herald, Vitesse.

4 —<=.. We specialise in:-
% S - Engines
- Gearboxes We also specialise in

- Differentials Stainless Steel exhausts, also
- Brake Parts available for other cars.
- Body Panels Please ask for our top quality

. - Interior Trims and Hoods etc... components and systems!

- Motoren BASTUCK & CO. GmbH

Getiabe Gewerbegebeit HeeresstraBe-West

- Differentiale W“’“” Germany 66822 Lebach. Fax. 0 68 815 17 74
Achsteile

Unser Lieferprogamm umfaBt:

Tel: 0 68 81 - 524 55 und 5 32 42

- Innenausstatung ! 18A Chemin des Dathes. 57500 St-Avold
- Verdecke usw... France Tel: 87 92 94 44. Fax. 87 92 94 45

- Bremsenteile

- o




safety video!

Get your licence:

) (B RACING W T
1SS0 RACING

of making it safe, and enjoyable, for all concerned.

Write to the RAC MSA (address elsewhere) for their starter pack; ‘Go
Racing’. This costs £30 and includes a video on motor racing and
race safety, a copy of the RAC MSA Yearbook, or ‘Blue Book’, which
holds all the regulations that govern motor sport. You will also receive
details of race driving schools and a licence application form.

Watch the video — you will be asked questions later! Go'and have a
medical from your GP who will charge you a fee, and arrange to go
to race driving school for a novice training day.

The training day is to familiarise you with race procedure and safety
and to introduce you to competitive driving. However good you are
in the traffic lights Grand Prix, the real think is very different. The
schaol will sign your licence application; IF you pass a little multiple
choice exam. That is when it is a good idea to have watched the race

Then you can apply for your licence, and I'm sorry, that will cost
you again. The accounts so far look like this:

S0 you must show your racing
number, in three places on the
car. A white circle or square of
sticky back plastic and a set of
sticky numbers.

Membership of the Racing Section costs nothing above your TSSC
subscription, but joining the 750MC does. Then there is an entry fee
for each race, which pays for the race track and it’s facilities.

Next, you must get to the race track. This is impossible to cost,
as everyone will have different distances to travel and different
expectations of the accommeodation you want when you get there.

Some people get up very early

For the car: - Roll cage 140 | in the morning and drive
— Laminated windscreen 160 | through the night, some go
~ Fire extinguisher 40 | B&B. Camping is very popular
—Racing numbers 10 | in the summer months, and it
= Full harness safety belt 40 | s free at most circuits.

For you — Fire proof overalls (from) 60 |  And finally you will need to
~Helmets (from) 60 | keep you car running. Racing

(Fireproof gloves, socks, balaclava and shoes are
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED, but not essential, approx 120)

will inevitably use up oil,

L2} petrol, brake pads and so on

. From 570 | and cause more wear and tear
Sub Total £800 | than normal driving. This is also

£
RAC MSA ‘Go racing’ starter pack 30
Medical examination fee 40 (approx)
Attend a novice day at race
driving school 125
RAC MSA ‘B’ race licence fee 34
229

The only damage
is to'my bank
balance; and that is
what anyone who
contemplates facing
says; it .costs too
much: But how
- m much does it really
cost? Let's take a

T ook at the

First you must
have a racing
licence, which is
issued by the Motor
Sports Association

" of the Royal
C.: Automobile Club,
fmmlmmen  the RAC MSA. The
m MSA governs miost

motor sport in the

-!Eﬂ UK, with the abject

Now gri¢ your teeth and stay with me, there’s more to spend.
But not a lot.

Safety is the reason why the RAC MSA insists on new racers being
trained ‘and licenced, That theme is continued for your ¢car and even
more, for yoli, as they also insist on safety equipment.

Many convertible drivers like to have a roll-over-bar, and it is essen-
tial for racing, soft top or tin top, but it must be an approved pattern
g accounts, (available through TSSC Offers). A laminated windscreen is also not
s only essential, but will preserve your personal beauty if something
m ever breaks it. You must have a fire extinguisher, which must be of the
approved size and type;, which is bigger than the one from TSSC
Offers. You will already have a seat-belt,-and you can race with an
ordinary lap-and diagonal, but a full harness is undoubtedly better. So
why not protect yourself and fit one?

Lastly, and again to preserve your personal beauty, you must have
fireproof overalls and a helmet, both of approved type. You do not
HAVE to wear fireproof gloves, socks, a balaclava and shoes, but
think about what might get burnt first if it really did happen.

Oh, and they will need to know which car from which on the track,

@-.JOI—IN . O ANV E=

Get kitted up: Essential safety

equipment:

And that's it! You can spend as
much as you like or can afford
on other, better or more expen-
sive items for you and the car,
but you can START racing with-
out spending any more than this.

You are probably saying that
this is serious money already,
and you haven't even raced yet.
True, but remember that all the
safety equipment need not be
bought at once. | needed three
years o get my Vitesse restored
from wreck to road-going and |
spread buying the safety kit over
that time. Unless the impossible
happens, you will not USE your
safety kit at all, and it will last for
many years, spreading the cost
even maore,

However, there will be some
running costs, apart from the cost
of owning and running a car.

At present, the TSSC does not
organise races of its own, and so
you will need to join a club
which accepts Triumph Six cats.
The 750 Motor Club organises a
‘Roadgoing Sports Car
Championship’ series of races
every year, and the Racing
Section members enter these,

1o race together and against
other makes.

difficult to cost, but | spent
£100 on spare parts, £50 on a part worn set of racing tyres and
changed the oil once in the season. Say £200?

Annual running costs:

750 Club membership 45
Race entry fees (say 5 races at £80 per race) 400
Travelling and accommodation costs 22
Your car maintenance and running 2200
From 645

Total 1435

And that's the bottom line. To start racing, and enjoy your first
season, will cost a bit under £1500 pounds, excluding the usual
costs of owning and running a car. But remember, half of this is for
non-recurring costs and for safety equipment, which will last for
many seasons’ racing, spreading that cost. Once started, you could
go racing for £750 a year.

But | have to admit it. Once you start, you will want to do better, to
improve your own performance and that of your car, and the cost
can be more. But that is in your hands. The costs above are what |
spent for my first racing season, and you could have a very
enjoyable yearfor no more than that.

I started my racing year with a near standard Vitesse, prepared as
above, on road tyres and without any go-faster kit'at all. And 1 have
had a really good time, racing with other Triumph drivers, being
passed by some quite exotic machinery and learning a very great
deal, about Triumph cars, about driving and about other people and
about myself.

If you want to know more about racing with the T$5C, look out for
the dates of race meetings in the Courier. Come along yourself, or
bring a group of friends from your area group and meet some new
Triumiph friends. You might even like it!

RAC MSA, Motor Sports House, Riverside Park,
Colnbrook, Slough. SL3 0HG. *
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SIX SPARES‘

%

SEIOK SFPARES =
THE TRIUMPH CAR SPARES SPECIALIST

d) " Manufacturers and Suppliers of Triumph Spares
to the Retail, Trade & Export Markets

S3

MASSIVE stock of New & Used spares for HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 and SPITFIRE

HOTLINE No. O 1 8 1

8 % 2 O1 41

New Address: REAR OF 140C Heath Road (behind Alberts Music Shop)

TR

Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN
Callers Welcome — Ring First For Directions \‘ =
\0

10am to 6pm, Sat 11am to 5pm

FEBRUARYS EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
TO T.S.S.C. MEMBERS

SEALS — HERALDI/VITESSE
Front windscreen seal .............
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead seal ..
P seal on windscreen frame ...
Saloon roof to header wiscreen frame se.
Hood header rail seal, front ...........ccccccooeunn.n.
Hood fronter outer finisher/seal (white only) ori
Front quarter light rubbers per pair .
Door skin to door glass outer weath
Door skin to door glass inner weatherstnp
Door glass glazing seal ........
Hood side seal (top of door)
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap)
Door aperture seal, convertible ..............
Chrome door aperture seal cappings
Door aperture seal, saloon
Front valance seal ..
Door check link seal
Gear lever gaitor
Handbrake gaitor
Triumph pedal rubber
Bonnet stop cone .......
Master cylinder dust cover/boot
Boot seal — as original ..
Boot seal (non original) ..
Estate rear tailgate glass sea
Rear quarter wi seal,
Rear windscreen rubber, saloon ...
Window runner channel, front
Window runner channel, rear
Rear roof to deck seal, saloon
Petrol tank filler neck seal ......
7” Headlamp seal HERALD .
Petrol tank sender unit cover
Petrol tank drain neck seal, sponge
SEALS — SPITFIRE/GT6
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GT6 I, II ...
Front windscreen seal, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé Il
P seal on windscreen frame ..
Roof to windscreen top seal, G
Hood header raillhard top seal, front
Door skin to door glass outer weatherstnp
Door skin to door glass, inner weatherstrip
Door glass glazing seal .....
Bonnet scuttle/bulkhead se
Wheel arch to dash seal (small mud flap)
Door check link seal
Door aperture seal (Furflex) SPITFIRE
Door aperture seal (Furflex) GT6 ........
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE I, I, lll, GT6 I, Il
Front valance seal, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il
Handbrake gaitor, SPITFIRE I, 11, I, IV . £7.64
Triumph pedal rubber .
Bonnet stop cone. .. 33
Master cylinder dust cover/boot ................... £3.82
Boot seal .. -
Tailgate aperture seal GT6
Tailgate glass seal, GT6 .....
Petrol tank filler neck seal
7" Headlamp seal SPITFIRE/GT6 .
ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE - PLEASE RING.

. £3.53
. £4.11

CHROME/LOCKS/BRIGHTWORK/BUMPERS
Front wiscreen insert, HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE I,
I, m, GTé6 1, 1l
Tailgate rubber insert GTé I/l
Cover clip for inserts .................
Door handle I/lh HERALD, VITESSE
Barrel and keys, right hand, HERALD, VITESSE
Door cam lock R/IH HERALD/VITESSE
Outer door handle ass. SPITFIRE I/lI/IIl, GT6 I/l .
Outer door handles (matched pair) black or chrome,
SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Ill (includes lock barrels)
Matched pair of door lock barrels, SPITFIRE I/, GTé Il . £E14.04
Matched pair door lock barrels, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 lll £14.04
Inner door handle assembly SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Il ....... £17.04
Inner door handle chrome bezel SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GTé6 Il . £4.11
Window winder handles and inner door opening

handles all other models — please state model .
‘B" post striker catch SPITFIRE, GT6 ..........
Boot hinges (pairs) HERALD, VITESSE, SPI E
B post strikers, less slider, HERALD/VITESSE, palr zzs 50
Boot ‘T" handle and keys HERALD, VITESSE, SPITFIRE l/ll/lIl £12.34
Boot lock assembly SPITFIRE I\V/1500
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GTé6 I/l
Tailgate handle, and lock assembly GT6 Il ...
Boot latchistriker assy SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 a
Chrome flip top petrol cap SPITFIRE 1V/1500
Lock barrel and keys for GT6 petrol cap .
Locking petrol cap, SPITFIRE, chrome ....
Locking petrol cap, HERALD, VITESSE, chrome,
Chrome wiper arm assembly all models . £7.05
Stainless wiper blade all models . £6.40
Bonnet mirror (head & stem), HERALD, VITESSE, ORIGINAL from £16.74
Door mirror (black or chrome), SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Il .. £13.51
Bonnet lock kit (pairs) all models £11.16
Bonnet catch assy all models ... .. £20.50
Steering column lock assy SPITF| , GTé6 Il .. £35.19
Ignition barrel and keys SPITFIRE I/Il/lll, HERALD, VITESSE, GT6 | £4.99
Ignition barrel and keys as above HIGHER SECURITY .......... £8.52
Matched lock set GTé I/ll, door, tailgate & ignition locks .. £21.15
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ..
Matched lock set SPITFIRE I, door boot & ignition

£15.28
E7.64

Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks £23.50
Matched lock set, SPITFIRE II/lli, door, boot & ignition locks £22.33
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks ................ £29.38

Matched lock set, HER/VIT, door, boot, ign., c/box locks .. £19.98
Full lock set as above with paired bonnet locks %

Cubby box lock assy, HERALD, VITESSE ... £7.64
Rear overrider HERALD, VITESSE, fully pressed [each) €29.95
Front overrider, HERALD 948/1200, original (each) %

B post capping SPITFIRE IV/1500 ..................cc......
Chrome wi/screen washer jet, complete ass.,
original, SPITFIRE/GT6
Chrome wiscreen washer jet, complete ass., origi.,
Rear number plate light aluminium cowl, orig. HER 13/60 . £8.23
Windscreen frame ally capping £34.08
Rubber bumper set HERALD ............ .
Bumper end cap aluminium HERALD xu k852
Front bumper, SPITFIRE IV/GT6-1Il (EXCHANGE) £164.50
Rear bumper, SPITFIRE IV/GT6-Ill (EXCHANGE) . £164.50

ALL CHROME, LOCKS, BRIGHTWORK AND BADGES DECALS &
COMMISSION PLATES STOCKED — PLEASE RING

N o

PANELS — HERALD/VITESSE
Front valance quality fibreglass ....
Bonnet D plate, HERALD, VITESSE ...
Front wing HERALD 13/60 ORIGINAL PRESSING
Front wing VITESSE .............
Front wing HERALD 1200
Front wing arch repair .....
Sill, HERALD, VITESSE .............
Door skin, ORIGINAL PRESSING .
Door under section repair panel, HERALD, VITESSE . .
Door stepitread panel (not aluminium finisher) as ongmal £7.05
Rear wing, HERALD, VITESSE
Rear wing arch repair
Rear quarter valance, steel (with or without bumper strlp) £16.45
Rear centre valance, VITESSE, original ... £

Rear centre valance, HERALD, original ...

PANELS — SPITFIRE/GT6

BALTERY. BIOX:wucuii st i eiiisieiinssisnmnranonassapensssepaensmasssmsnse £12.93
Front valance, original SPITFIRE I, Il, ll, GT6 I, II, Steel ...... £94.00
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 lil steel, original £52.88
Front quarter valance, SPITFIRE I\V/1500, GT6 Il fibreglass £19.98

Front wing, original, SPITFIRE I, Il, lll, GT6 | . ... £61.69
Front wing, original, GT6 Il ... £84.60
Front wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Il (GENUINE] .............. £38.89

Front inner wheelarch, outer section, IV/1500, GTé Il
Sill, all SPITFIRE, GTé, as original ...
Door skin, SPITFIRE I, II, Ill, GT6 I, |
Door skin, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé Il ..
Full floor, ONE SIDE, front to rear
Heelboard panel ...........c.c.cc........
Heelboard bracket for radius arm
Rear wing, SPITFIRE I, Il, ll, GT6 I, I, original
Rear wing, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Ill, original
Rear inner wheelarch, outer section, IV/1500, GTé Il .
Rear valance, SPITFIRE |, II, lll, GTé |, ongmal
Rear valance, SPITFIRE I, I, ll, GT6 I, Il .
Rear valance, SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 I
Boot floor, all models

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER
PANELS STOCKED
PLEASE RING

MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING
Front trunnion/swivel ORIGINAL STANPART ...
Front lower wibone assy. inc. bushes, all mode!
Adjustment shims for above .
Front wishbone bushes
Steering rack exchange .........
Driveshaft all models non rotoflex ...
Rear hub and stud assy. Non Rotoflex,
UJ flange to diff, small or large
NEW propshafts from ....................
Front vertical link VITESSE, GT6, original
Front vertical link HERALD, SPITFIRE, origina
Front wheel bearing kit (Inc. hub felt)
Top ball joint all models ....
Track rod end all models ...
Universal joint with grease nipple, all models .
Front suspension bolt/nut kit, all models ..........
Rear suspension, non roto, bolt/nut kit, all models
Front coil spring STANDARD, state model
Front coil spring HEAVY DUTY, state model ..
Front shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models
Rear shock absorbers (inc. bushes), all models .
Rear full wheel bearing kit rotoflex models .....
Rear full wheel bearing kit non rotoflex models .
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE IV/1500, GTé lll late NEW
Rear leaf spring SPITFIRE I/lI/Il NEW ........
Rear leaf spring GTé6 I, rotoflex NEW .
Rear leaf spring HERALD, NEW
Rear leaf spring VITESSE 1600/I NEW
Rear leaf spring VITESSE Il NEW

FUEL SYSTEMS & CARBS
Petrol tank sender unit HERALD, VITESSE ..
Petrol tank sender unit SPITFIRE ..
Fuel pump HERALD, SPITFIRE ......
Fuel pump VITESSE, GT6 .......................

Carb repair kit (Stromberg) inc. needle valve
Carb repair kit (S.U.’s) inc. jet

FULL RANGE OF NEW AND FULLY RECONDITIONED
CARBS AND SPARES AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING

BRAKES ETC.

Brake master cyl, SPITFIRE IV/1500 single line
Brake disc 4 cyl models ....
Brake discs 6 cyl models ..
Brake drum, late GT6 Mklill (ORIGINAL) .
Wheel cylinders — state model ............
Brake hoses front/rear — state model ..
MOUNTS & BUSHES

Engine mounts 4 cylinder ......................... £4.70
Engine mounts 6 cylinder ...... £6.46
Overdrive gear box mounting £16.39
Standard gear box mounting . £1.88
Steering column bushes (excluding late 1500) £4.35
Bump stop rotoflex suspension £4.99
Rear inner wishbone bush rotoflex models . £6.46
Rear spring eye bush, all models £5.88
CLUTCHES BORG & BECK 2 YEAR GUARANTEE (3 plece kt)
HER 1200, 12/50, 13/60, SPIT |, II, Ill, IV, DIAPHRAGM £56.40
SPIT ISOO ..........................

£49.35
£14.39
£16.39
£19.98
£8.23
.. £8.23

Full car set of four
shock absorbers!
Herald, all

Spitfire, all

Vitesse 1600,

2L Mkl,

GT6 Mkl/II [non roto)

£70.00 inc. VAT
PER SET, INCLUDES BUSHES

HOODS, CARPET SETS AND INTERIOR TRIM
Hoods HERALD, VITESSE — original quality ......................
Hoods, SPITFIRE zip rear window — original quality .
Hoods, HERALD/VITESSE — double duck/canvas
Hoods, SPITFIRE — double duck/canvas .............
Headlining, HERALD/VITESSE, saloon, Coupé .
Pair of front seat recovering kits HERALD/VITESSE .
Rear seat covering kit HERALD/VITESSE .............
Pair of door trim panels, HERALD ..
Pair of door trim panels, VITESSE ...
Pair of rear quarter trim panels, convertible HERALD
Front scuttle side panel, HERALD/VITESSE
As above, left hand for VITESSE, with pocket
Under dash mill board panel HERALD/VITESSE .
Seat base diaphragm HERALDI/VITESSE ..
Carpet set, SPITFIRE, tufted and bound .
Moulded carpet set, SPITFIRE ...............
Moulded carpet set, GTé (state model)
Moulded carpet set, HERALD/VITESSE
Car seat recovering kit SPITFIRE I\//1500 black (car s
Door trim panel SPITFIRE 1V/1500 black .
NEW. SPITFIRE IV/1500, GT6 Ili, dash top cover .. £29.38
Door trim panel GT6 — state model
Glove box SPITFIRE, GTé each ..........
Pair of sun visors SPITFIRE IVIISOO, GT6 i
Engine bay valance GT6
Rad cow! GT6 .......
Rad cow! SPITFIRE
LIGHTS AND MISCELLANEOUS

Indicator light unit, Spit Ill, IV/1500, GT6 I/l ..................... £17.04
Halogen headlight conversion set HERALD, SPITFIRE & GT6 £34.08
Halogen headlight kit, Vitesse ..
Wood rim steering wheel all models ..
Leather rim steering wheel all models
Fibreglass tunnel covers, state mode
Overdrive column switch cowl ..
Alloy rocker cover, 6 cylinder .
Alloy rocker cover, 4 cylinder .

WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY SPEC
OF DIFF AND GEARBOX OR ENGINE,
PLUS SPARES FOR ALL MODELS

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR POST AND
PACKING CHARGES
PRICES INNCLUDE AT

G 1 WD




Large amounts of Rust and Fresh Air

Whilst watching the
Longleat Historic Stages
Rally, Graham Hill and
Nigel Whittaker decided
that they needed a pur-
pose built rally car,
since this sort of use was
taking its toll on their
road-going Triumphs.
Some time {ater when
browsing through an old
"Turning Circle’ (when
was the last time we had
one?) they were drawn
to an article about the
Bond Equipe which had
been used for the 1964
Monte Carlo Rally. It
seemed like an ideal
type of car. It would be
relatively cheap to buy
and restore, fairly robust
and certainly unusual.
The Bond Register sec-
retary (then Peter

Jacklin) assisted in locating a car. When
examined, the car was found to be VERY
rotten (understatement) as a result of 10
years of damp storage, but it was complete
and the fibreglass and trim were in fairly

BRUCE PILBROWWUWGH

Herald dismantled and maodifications started.

Separation of the Useable from the Scrap

good condition. Some of
the local TSSC group
almost fell about laughing
when they first saw the car
when it arrived by trailer.
Only Graham and Nigel
could see its admittedly
well hidden potential. The
car was stripped, the chas-
sis, bulkhead and floor
were in such an advanced
state of rust that they were
discarded, mostly by
sweeping up the
lumps of Ferrous
Oxide (rust) which
had dropped off. A
Herald was disman-
tled at the same time
and provided a
sound chassis and

repaired where necessary down and modified to accept the Bond
and the rear floor cut rear body section. The rear floor and

The paint removed
from the bonnet
revealed accident
damage.

body sections were
united, after painting
the mating surfaces
with a polyurethane
seam sealer/adhe-
sive, using aircraft

bulkhead. All specification rivets.
the Triumph The chassis was con-
parts were shot verted to Bond spec-
blasted and ification and then

Continues onNn page 466
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TSSC REGALIA.
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NEW CLUB TIE GT6 ENAMEL PIN BADGE

A superb quality classic tie,
navy/
burgundy
with gold
pinstripe
and
woven
club logo.

Available in
§ |Signal red or
" |Racing green

| In white.
Quality.

0)0
INC P&P

PLEASE SEND ME Q NT100 NEW CLUB TIE @ £8.95 + £1p&p
U R119 HERALD 13/60 LAPEL BADGE - £2
U R120 O RED O GREEN GT6 LAPEL BADGE @ £2

S\XITCH ISSUE NO: L] |

eExP: L1l ]]

MAIL GRDER ORDERS HOTLINE
E TSSC REGALIA, (ﬁ 01858 434424
7

LUBENHAM, —— DELTA C 3 | Eem
Z==

LEICS LE16 9TF.

me—usee] MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS

ANDREW

pees | WE CUT THE COST OF
TRIUMPH MOTORING

KNEW SPARES ¥

Check the price of our new parts.We are sure you will find we offer the most
competitive prices in the country. Remember we cut the prices not the guality.
Some examples:- BRAKE DISC SPIT/HERALD £12.86, BRAKE DISC
GT6/VITESSE £16.39, BRAKE PADS SPIT/HERALD TYPE 14 £7.64, BRAKE
SHOES HER/SPIT £11.16, RADIATOR RECON SPIT £64.63, CLUTCH KIT
SPIT 3/1V, HER 13/60 £48.76, DIFF RECON ALL MODELS £170.95, GEAR-
BOX RECON ALL MODELS £170.38, STAINLESS EXHAUSTS ALL
HERALD £99.88, VIT MK2 £108.69, SPIT 1500 £133.95, STEERING RACK
RECON ALL MODELS £31.73, TRACK ROD END £6.75, ANTI ROLL BAR

LINK £10.87, COIL SPRINGS £16.45, FRONT SHOCKERS £37.60 PAIR,
TR[UMPH FRONT TRUNNION £14.69, VERTICAL LINK £42.30, TOP BALL JOINT
£9.99, REAR SPRING SPIT 1V/1500 £57.87, REAR HALFSHAFT £58.75,
P A R T S REAR SHOCKERS £32.90 PAIR, CARPET SETS TOP QUALITY ALL

MODELS £64.63, HOODS TOP QUALITY VYNIDE SPIT IV/1500 £97.53,
C E N T R E HER/VIT £94.00. ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.

[ aT| HKITS K

An excellent way to buy your parts and save even more money. Overhaul a
specific area of your car and make a considerable saving over the cost of the

SPITFIRE _ GT6 individual items.
Some examples:- BRAKING KIT SPIT/HER/VIT1600 £37.60, GT6/VIT 2
HE D VIT-ESSE LITRE £52.29, SERVICE KITS SPIT, £21.74, HER £16.15, GT6/VIT £27.61,
Rl \L = FRONT SUSPENSION KIT £47.00, FRONT SPRING/SHOCKER KIT £79.90,
REAR SUSPENSION KIT £33.49, SILL KIT SPIT/GT6 £35.25, HOSE KIT
ANDREW STON-E SPIT £19.98, HER £18.80, GT6 £22.91, VIT £17.04, ANTI-ROLL BAR KIT
£23.50, SWING SPRING CONVERSION KIT £116.33.

RING FOR FULL SPEC OF KITS. ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.
DERWENT STREET *¥USED SPARES %

BELPER ‘Weare always dismantling Triumphs to provide a source of low cost good quality
used spares. This helps to keep your motoring costs down and also provides a

DERBYSHIRE solution where a part is not available new. All of our used spares are offered with
a 28 day guarantee.

DE56 IUQ Some examples:- BRAKE CALIPER SPIT/HER TYPE 14 £17.63, RADIATOR

SPIT £23.50, WATER PUMPS £11.75, MASTER CYLINDERS £11.75,
TEL: 01773 828881 DIFFERENTIALS £76.38, STARTER MOTORS £8.81, DYNAMO £11.75,
ALTERNATOR £11.75, COLUMN LOCK SPIT IV/GT6 3 £14.10, PETROL,
FAX: 01773 828884 SENDERS £8.81, DISTRIBUTOR 4 CYL £17.63, DISTRIBUTOR 6 CYL
£23.50, ENGINES P.O.A. MANIFOLDS 4 CYL 17.63, MANIFOLDS 6 CYL
£23.50, CARBS & LINKAGES £35.25, GEARBOX P.OA., DOOR HINGES
RET AIL £5.88, INNER DOOR HANDLES SPIT IV/1500/GT6 3 £5.88, REAR
9  HALFSHAFTS £23.50, REAR HUBS £23.50, PETROL TANK SPIT £17.63.

IF THE PART YOU REQUIRE IS NOT LISTED PLEASE RING

. moroem
TRADE, *CARS WX&I:;IEEIS)NALNSVI?;)R SALE*

We are always looking to purchase Triumphs which are accident damaged,
A abandoned restorations or simply unwanted, we also purchase genuine, original

unrestored examples of all models. If you wish to sell your car please call us for a

fast polite decision.

PRICELST 3 pARTS WANTED AND FOR SALE%

AVAILABLE We are very interested in purchasing obsolete unused spares and new or used
tuning parts i.e. tubular manifolds, Weber carbs, injection equipment, alloy
PLEASE RING- wheels, sports exhausts etc. Please call if you have anything interesting and

change those parts into cash!

‘We believe our prices and service package to be second to none, we have build our reputation on it.
REMEMBER - we are enthusiasts like you - help and advise are FREE! Don’t be afraid to ask.

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS UNDER ONE ROOF

TEL:01773-828881

. 5



Rear body section and chassis nearly complete.

modified to incorporate addi-
tional stiffening to withstand the
rigours of competition. The rain
gutter across the front edge of the
rood was corroded very badly
and proved to be one of the most
difficult parts to replace, using
one cut from a Herald roof.

The paint was removed using
a blunt wood chisel (sounds dras-
tict) cracks and other damage
ground out and repaired. The car,
still in several pieces at this time,
was sprayed using cellulose
Powder Blue. The headlining was
replaced at this stage before the
rear body section was fitted to
the chassis and doors hung to
align the body sections.

The dashboard had been badly
mutilated during the cars pre-
cious life, repairs were made and
new veneer was applied; two
additional instruments were fitted
in place of the original
ashtray.

The bonnet took two months
to restore due to previous acci-
dent damage (not uncommon on
these cars), as well as the
inevitable attack by rust on not
only the wheelarches, but any
steel bonded into the fibreglass.
Once the bonnet was fitted and
adjusted, Graham and Nigel
were surprised not only by the
cars good looks, but also by the
panel fit which was as good as

€

a n y
Triumph. A
laminated
windscreen
was fitted for
safety and to
comply with
competition
regulations
and the rest
of the glass
fitted, the
rear screen
being very
trying. Even
professional
automotive
glass fitters can find the rear screen
of an Equipe 2+2 difficult to fit.
The suspension was modified
by fitting shortened Vitesse front
springs, a decambered Herald
Estate rear spring with Spax gas
dampers all round. Braking is pro-
vided by the standard drums at the
rear with Herald 13/60 / Spitfire
MKIIT calipers at the front, these
calipers use a brake pad with a
larger area of friction material than
the originals. Flexible hoses, front
and rear are metal braided
‘Aeroquip’ items which improve
the pedal ‘feel’ and are less sus-
ceptible to damage than the stan-
dard hases. The differential is fitted
with a 4.55:1 crownwheel and
pinion (for improved acceleration)

and a speedometer from a
Herald 948TC coupe is used (just
like the 1964 Monte Carlo car).
Wheels are 4.5 inch MkIV
Spitfire items shod with 155 sec-
tion tyres.

The engine is basically the
original Mkl Spitfire unit, but is
modified to produce more power
as follows:-

Mkl Spitfire inlet valves (larg-
er than standard), Alexander
Engineering conversion ( twin
1.25 inch Stromberg carbs on a
special manifold), Mkll Spitfire
exhaust manifold.

And for improved reliability and
longer life as follows:-

1300 type conrods, appropriate
items ‘shot peened’, careful  bal-
ancing’.

The exhaust is a straight
through system made up from a
Spitfire Mkill centre section and
a modified Austin Allegro rear
box. Gears are provided by a
Mkill GTé overdrive gearbox
connected to the engine via an
early Herald/Spitfire alloy bell
housing and a spacer. A 1500
Spitfire flywheel and clutch
cover is used with a special cen-
tre plate. The gearbox is connect-
ed to the differential by a short-
ened propshaft.

The car is fitted with rear roll
over bar, which not only pro-

NEARLY THERE |

vides reassurance, and compli-
ance with special stage rally reg-
ulations, but increased the tor-
sional rigidity of the chassis
thereby helping the suspension
do its job.

The wiring of the car has
received some modifications

MADEIT!

lessly, only flawed navigation preventing absolute success. The car has
also been used in local motor club 12 car navigational events in which
Graham and Nigel have taken great pleasure in keeping ahead of some
of the modern Euroboxes.

That was basically Graham and Nigel’s account of the rescue
rebuild and current use of their Bond Equipe 2+2, but | can add a little
more to the story. At Stafford in July | had the opportunity of seeing this
car, it is a credit to Graham and Nigel. Though it can never be consid-

Separate fuses and relays are fit-
ted for the reversing lights, heat-
ed rear screen, high wattage
halogen headlamps and spot-
lamps. A Lucas ACR18 alternator
keeps the battery charged.

In use the car is quite quick
around the lanes, being well bal-
anced and handling well.
However its small engine means
it is easily slowed by hills despite
the close ratio gearbox. The
change of gearbox has proved a
very worthwhile modification.
The gearing of the car is good for
Autotests, but Graham and Nigel
find that the (very) limited rear-
ward visibility and the Triumph
handbrake are a handicap for this
aspect of motorsport.

During 1993 the car competed
in three Historic rallys, culminat-
ing in the Circuit of Ireland Retro’
in which the car performed fault-

ered a ‘concours car’ (in the true sense of the term, since it certainly
isn’t ‘just as it came out of the factory’), the work has been completed
to a standard that would befit a ‘concours car’ and the modifications
have been carried out sympathetically. | was also fortunate enough to
have been driven around some of the lanes in the vicinity of the
Stafford Showground in this car, and can report that this competition
car is surprisingly rattle free, and does indeed ‘GO’ and handle very
well.Graham and Nigel must be congratulated not only for taking a car
which was really only fit for spares and rebuilding it to such a high
standard, but for using the car in competitive events and ‘flying the
Equipe flag’. Known results achieved so far by Bond Equipe 2+2 in
Historic rallies.

1993 — Echo Channons, 11th in class, 49th overall (you've got to start
somewhere and in order to finish first, you first have to finish).
Port Solent — 7th in class, 11th overall (beating such machinery as
Triumph TR2s and TR3s, Jaguar XK150s and Austin Healey 3000s).
Circuit of Ireland - over Time Limit, navigational error
on night section.

1994 — Channons, 4th in class, 48th overall.

Palladwr - 6th in class, 7th overall (beating a couple of Aston Martins,
a Ferrari and an Austin Healey 3000).

Which just goes to show that these events are not all about power
and speed. Driving skill, a reliable and nimble car and navigational

accuracy are what counts. %




CS100 NEW CLUB S\WEATSHIRT.
HEAVY WEIGHT, FULL COLOUR LOGO. NAVY/BURGUNDY/GREEN. v/Lx.. =1 7.95

CT100 CLUB T-SHIRTS.

100% COTTON FULL COLOUR LOGO IN NAVY M/L/XL. £7.95
KS100 CHILDREN'S SWEATSHIRTS.

RED WITH LARGE CARTOON LOGO ON THE FRONT. 28"/ 30"/ 32" £8.50
KT100 NEW CHILDREN'S T-SHIRTS.

WHITE WITH CARTOON LOGO ON FRONT 287/ 30"/ 32" £3.95
NB100 NEW CLUB UMBRELLA.

SUPERB QUALITY WITH CONTRASTING PANELS IN BURGUNDY/ NAVY. £15.95

CC100 NEW CLUB BASEBALL CAPS.
100% COTTON, FULLY ADJUSTABLE, BLACK/ NAVY/ GREEN/ RED/ BURGUNDY £ 2. 9 5

NCJ100 LIMITED EDITION MELTON JACKETS. Y
FULL COLOUR LOGO, FULLY LINED WITH ELASTICATED CUFFS, /
COLLAR AND WAISTBAND. NAVY/ BOTTLE GREEN. M/L/XL. £59.95 /4

__TSSC REGALIA _
MAIN ST LUBENHAM
LEICESTERSHIRE

S RELIABILITY

LUCAS IGNITION SERVICE KITS

large percentage of running

T problems or non starting problems are

- -ﬂm due to worn out or broken ignition
n R S parts.

All of these parts are easy to replace
and will help your club cars reliability
during the winter months when the
electrical system is at its most vulnera-
i ble. Do yourself and your car a favour -
s - buy a complete kit.

,»-——_—' ™

SERVICE KIT INCLUDES.
LUCAS HYPALON HT/ LEADS, CONDENSER, ROTOR ARM, DISTRIBUTOR
CAP, POINTS, HIGH PERFORMANCE COIL, SET SPARK PLUGS.

CODE  CAR RRP TSSC PRICE
LU141]HERALD 948/1200]555.15] £36.95 | POST & PACKING

LU142|HERALD 13/60 £48.10| £31.95

LU143|SPITFIRE /II/II/V _|£47.70| £31.95 £3.95

LU144|SPITFIRE 1500 £50.50 | £35.95
LU145][VITESSE 6/1/11 £67.80| £47.95 3 - DAY CARRIER
LUT46|GT6 MK I/TI/11 £67.80| £47.95
" "PRIORITY ORDER FORM PLEASE COMPLETE ALL RELEVANT SECTIONS
Qty Code No Item Description £ P

Car (Model aNd MATK) ... oo sees s,

Distributor...............ccccoovouun.....

Name. . ...,

ANCUCTESS, ..o vissivssssssisnsssisossansissammssasssssissirsssnsasecs soasssosos s sossesseasessmssscsssosmsesssasaess

Post Code ... Daytime Phone No

My Cheque/ Postal order for £ ... is enclosed. Or debit my Credit Card.
Number (I J X JJ X JJ VI J LI I 1 Switch |___ Expiry [_J_J_|sueno

MAIL ORDER: ORDERS

rssc orrens wan | HOTLNE: (g1 S 01858 434424
ST LUBENHAM
LEICESTERSHIRE JW

LE16 9TF.




And when it left the launching
pad in 1966 many specialist
manufacturers of sports and GT
cars had reason to duck their
heads. For here was real compe-
tition for the likes of Lotus, TVR
and Gilbern; but this time not

from small operators like them-
selves - Triumph was the first of the
“big boys” to spot the market niche
for small, hairy GT coupes, and
they exploited it to the full.

The MKk3 represents the culmina-
tion of steady developments on that

Some cars look fast, some look be:autifzrl - the GT6
looks everything.

&>

The Mk3 left its forerunner looking classically outdated

original coupe, retrospectively
known as the Mk1. And whilst
some may argue for the aggres-
sive looks or the deeply
lacquered dash board of earlier
cars, the Mk3’s new shape is tes-
timony to Michelotti’s ability to
tailor and re-style a '60’s car to
satisfy the fashion whims of the
seventies. Indeed, along the way,
the GT6 in one form or another
seemed to please everyone and
the Mk3 ensured it would be
remembered that way.

A GT for the 70's

Mechanically, the revamped
Mk3 emerged more or less
identical to the well proven Mk2,
noted for it's TR5 derived cylin-
der head giving 104 bhp and it's
excellent revolutionary double
wishbone effect rear suspension.
In fact, no further mechanical
developments were deemed
appropriate until 1973, in the last
few months of GT6 production.

EErDOIDOIE= BENAaANNs

New distinctive badging was placed front and rear with the only mention
of the name “Triumph” being on the rear number plate housing.

But where the Mk2 was
acclaimed for it's mechanical
advances, so the Mk3 made it’s
claim to fame through sweeping
styling changes to the bodywork
and a refined interior. The whole
vehicle was visually “mod-
ernised” with smoother, flowing
contours, tidier arrangement of
body fittings and slim wrap
around bumpers.

The front took on a wider, lower
appearance, mainly thanks to
those clean bumpers with their

polycarbonate under-riders
flanking a low slung matt black
intake grille.

The whole front end was
smoothed out simply by extend-
ing the bonnet top panel to meet
the wings lower down in a neat
seam just above the wheel arch,
thus eliminating the fashionably
questionable raised seams of the
earlier models.

The wheel arches too, had
been chunkily flared and now
framed new, wider drilled steel
wheels with attractive chromed
centre caps. Optional wire
wheels available with earlier

in spite of the deeper windscreen and deeper rear quarter-lights, the
‘new’ GT6 looses none of its rear end raciness. Colour coded vents
replace the “flash” louvres of the Mk2.

Clean simplicity was the
hallmark of Mk3 styling

cars were discontinued. The
windscreen had been extended
a full 2”in depth giving a higher
roof-line but without loosing the
gentle rearward rake of the fast-
back which is partly absorbed
by the new rear end styling
which incorporates a short
extended deck after the tailgate.
The oddly upright posture of the
Jaguar E-Type 2+2 had at least
thankfully been avoided.

The revised rear panel gave the
opportunity to tidy up the lighting
arrangement and the individual




lenses of the Mk2 gave way to a
pair of multi-lens clusters. The
new flat rear panel with stainless
trim surround identified the GT6
within the Triumph family; being
similar to the Toledo and 2500
range and almost identical to the
rear ends of the Stag and Spitfire.
It had, however, lost the brutish
ruggedness of the Mk2 and gave
the GT a softer, more conformant
appearance.

The bodyshell was further
flowed by the introduction of
flush fitting door handles and

From this angle the original fastback shape is still evident with the new
flat wingtops and rear ledge giving a wrap around waist effect. Boot
latch handle was smaller on the Mk3 and rear screen heater wires ran
horizontal instead of vertical.

fuel filler cap whilst still further
forward, the bonnet had it’s engine
clearance bulge blended and,very
sadly (in my view), those classically
sporting bonnet louvres where
now also removed.

Interior changes were nothing
like so radical, it was more a case
of subtly improving a layout which
still fitted the current philosophy of
the day’s manufacturers of “hot-
hatches” - “if we trim it black,
they’ll think it's fast”. Fortunately,
the GT6 was indeed fast and

On this car, body smoothing has been taken a stage further by
blending the remaining bonnet seam to produce an unbroken surface
which matches the remaining panels

S >

Triumph later confidently added a
range of colour and cloth to their
choices of upholstery. However,
the change to white headlining,
whilst brightening the interior was
yet another move towards a more
sedate appearance. But new door
handles, minor facia mods and
additional centre supports for the
occupants made for a greater
overall improvement.

The small but purposeful cockpi
Non standard wood rim

The Feel

Both driver and passenger are
hugged by the GT6 and it is the
smallness that unifies car and dri-
ver into one. Every aspect of the
car seems to fall into the driver’s
hands. Switches and controls are
all in close proximity and
although seemingly haphazard in
layout, this becomes an advantage
with familiarity preventing confu-
sion with other switches when
feeling in the dark. Speedometer
and tachometer are ideally placed
in the driver’s line of sight but the
left hand on the steering wheel
can annoyingly mask the fuel
gauge. In fact the steering wheel

ned

is aperfe

whee

has been criticised for being over
large. It does take up a fair
amount of cockpit space and the
shorter driver has difficulty see-
ing over it. Many owners have
replaced the wheel with a much
smaller unit and whilst this does
make the steering feel heavier,
the rack and pinion is so light to
start with that the problem is not
really that significant.

ct match for the exterior raciness.
goes well with the dash.

The GT6 cabin is tight, but
right! You know the machine is
all around you. Looking forward
at the bulging bonnet there is no
way you can forget about those
six cylinders pumping the brake
horses down through the huge
transmission casing alongside
your outstretched legs. The pre-
cise steering gives a direct
mechanical communication from
the flexing of the front wishbone
suspension to tell the driver
where the nose is going and how
the tyres are coping. Likewise,
happenings at the rear end are
transmitted to the driver through
the seat and seat back, every
vibration, roll and slip being

checked almost before it happens.

Gear knob mounted overdrive switch was ideally located but, due to
the supply of the low ratio differential with overdrive it didn’t agtugl!y
give a higher gear. The combination of overdrive with high ratio diff,
was available by special order and provided quieter cruising at the
expense of low gear acceleration.

Driving

Thankfully, the later cars have iner-
tia seat belts which means that you
can lean forward to grope around
for the ignition switch and steering
lock. Magically, as the GT6 starts,

the whole car rocks with the

momentum of the engine as it first
fires. This is so impressive that you
want to switch off and do it again!

The descendant of a 1950’ engine, the Triumph two-litre retains the
mechanical simplicity of that era with a smoothness unparalleled in
mass production.

You don’t have to though -just
simply blip the accelerator and
the silky torque twists the car
again - and again if you want; I've
sat in a GT for ages doing this -
though some people just like to
drive, so here goes.

The clutch is light, the lever slips
positively into first gear and as the
clutch comes up you feel it bite,
just giving time to slap a few revs




TRIUMPH BOOKSHOP K& Teiephons
AND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS & 01858 434424
v:oanl-:(shop Manuals Parts Catalogues Mandbooks General
erald 1200
B L BE | | imron g || e g || e et wuas
rald | German £3295 | | Vitesse 160012 Lir Mii £19.95 | | Vitesse'®' : y
gz{esse & 23.95 Vitesse 2 Litre Mkl 217.92 Vitesse MK1 £250 Stombars o £14.98
itoses 2LMKA/11 2% i £5.50 Stromberg Carburettors£14.95
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2 The largest Triumph Club Event Evert
2 Massive pure Triumph Trade Parts
and Autojumble Display
2 Most Prestigious TSSC Concours
Plus camping, enfertainment, Side
shows, Gymkhana etc etc.  Full
information and booking:

O1858 434424
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Value and as a Club we cannot support

member clims when on Market Value Only,

Ensure your cover is 1S5C Agreed Valve with
an up fo dote TSSC Valuation,

For a small car, access to the GTé for both loading and
maintenance is excellent

on. Suddenly the tyres squeal
and the smell of burning rubber
is way behind and you're thrash-
ing along at 45mph wondering
whether to change up to second
or simply wax in the high
pitched song of the engine. But
this is no 1600 Cavalier where
we need to “red-line” it to get
anything resembling a thrill.
We've so much torque that we
can drop into top gear and still
accelerate away. But we won"t.
A deft flick of the lever into sec-
ond gear gives more silly accel-
eration which would take the
motor to 68 mph, but 3rd gear is
so tractable that it’s ideal for high
speed overtaking and for brisk
motoring on winding country
roads; and it’ll take the car up to
96mph.

The heavy forward engine
inevitably still produced some
understeer tending to run wide
on corners, but goodness knows
there’s enough power there to
kick the back end out a bit and
keep the beast on line! Of
course we don't always drive like
this and really the pliability and
wide torque band of the engine
makes the GT a delight around

town or even going to Asda. Well -
no, you'd buy a Golf for that. Still -
what price sitting upright like a
budgie on it's perch in “your aver-
age hot-hatch” whilst trying to
have a blast around the lanes?

The GT6 ride is perfectly com-
fortable on the average main or
minor road whilst on poorer sur-
faces an amount of jolting has to
be tolerated, though there has to
be compromise in any small sports
car and in this case drivability
takes precedence. Complaints of
poor ventilation accompanied the
GT6 to the end of it’s production
life but really, with facia vents,
footwell vents, opening front and
rear quarterlights and a good
demister even a Coca Cola sales-
man would find it cool and
refreshing. Admittedly, the rear
screen heater does struggle on a
wet day especially if the rear outlet
vents are obscured with luggage.

In fact, you need to be a dab
hand at packing in order to load
the GT6 for a week’s holiday.
There is however, lots of storage
space in there as well as behind
the seats, provided items are
packed carefully. One half of the

PART Two NEXT MONTH

carpeted luggage platform lifts
out to reveal spare wheel, jack
and a four piece tool kit whilst
the opposite fixed side covers the
9 3/4 gallon fuel tank.

(No reserve)

Finishing touches

1973 saw the final round of
improvements to the car’s interi-
or. That large steering wheel was
reduced in size, the instruments
re-styled and fire retardant trim
installed, whilst the “Sundym”
tinted windows became standard
kit.Larger, 8” dia. rear bakes were
utilised and servo assistance
became standard. And in case
you still didn’t stop in time, the
bumper mountings were
strengthened too. Despite these
and many other improvements
and additions over the years, the
GTé still weighed in at only an
extra 115 lbs over the original
weight of 2020 Ibs.

But the most significant, and
surprising change was the aban-
donment of the rotoflex rear sus-
pension in favour of the well
proven Spitfire Mk4 “pivoting
spring” system. This simpler
mechanism (never publicly
announced), was introduced in
February of 1973 from chassis
number KE20000. Both suspen-
sion systems have their devotees
but my own preference is for the
rotoflex type which I feel has the
edge on handling and “driver
feel” , though at the expense of
having more components to
wear out and being more difficult
to work on. In fact though, any-

one but an experienced and reg-
ular GT6 driver would be hard
pushed to say what system was
actually underneath them. The
fact is that the new system was
simple and perfectly adequate
and Triumph were justified in
cutting costs in this way. %
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HERALD/VITESSE heavy duty quality outriggers,
ALL £12.50 EACH. STATE MODEL,
Heavy duty 14SWG siderails £17.63 EACH.

_—\CHIC DOIGY

PoRrTsc AR

LUCAS 7" h/lamp bowls with adj, kit, each ... £8.99
7" headlamp bow! $eal ....c.couvevvoeser £1.99
GCL 118 Standard ... £1050
GCL 110 BaIESt w.vvvvvovocre £10.50
Lucas Sport coil

High note horns, twin contact
Low note horns, twin contact ..........oov.. £6.50
Spitfire ind./sidelamp unit (LUCAS) ............. £15.00
Reproduction fuel pumps (all models).......... £18.85
Electric fuel pumps ..£99.95

SPECIAL OFFERS ON WINDSCREENS - DINITROL AGENT

| OFFICE 01592 206439. PARTS DEPOT & FAX 01
- 5992 640714 coomm
UNIT 1, MILL STREET, KIRKCALDY, FIFE, SCOTLAND. W

GT6 Mk3 must be one of the best
available .........ccococereenrnrrnnen.

Spitfire 1500 Dark blue....
Spitfire Mk3 Red sound car..............
Spitfire 1500 1979 in good condition............. -£2000

MANY MORE IN STOCK
CARS REQUIRING RESTORATION
FROM £400
SPITS, GT6s, HERALDS, BONDS
MOST IN RUNNING ORDER

DISMANTLING THIS MONTH
SPIT MK3/MK4/1500/ GT6 MK3

BODYTUBS

GT6 Mk3 sound order..............ooeeeereorrerenennn.. .£395
Spitfire Mk3 fair condition..... .
Spitfire Mk4/1500 excellent

BONNETS
Spitfire Mk3 excellent...

SPORTS CARS

Spitfire Mk4 F1breglass

FREEMANS DEPOT,
STANBRIDGE ROAD, BILLINGTON,
LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS.

(0525) 378078 Oren office hours mon-sat

SECONDHAND PARTS
10mly 1500 O/Drive conversion kit in excellent
condition £275
Pair GT6 Mk 3 Doors good £60 each
Spitfire Doors from £30
. GLASS
Windscreens £25 Side Door Glass £14
Hardtop Rear Window £20
Hardtop Side Quarter Window £12
WHEELS & SHAFTS
5] Wheels £14 each
GT6 Wheel Centres £25 per set
Driveshafts £41.50 inclading Hub
GT6 Rotaflex £55 each
EXHAUSTS
Twin Stainless Steel Sys Systemns at £95
4 Branch Manifold £45
HOODS & FRAMES
Secondhand Frames from £41
New Hoods with Zip Rear Window still only £65

ALL PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT
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SPORTS CARs 2Miles

The International scene has been rather quiet this month, but I'll relate
what info I've been sent ~ firstly I've received a letter from Pasi J.
Lehtinen — President of The Triumph Cars Club of Finland.

Pasi tells me that the TCCF has its’ tenth anniversary in 1995 and to
celebrate will be holding their International summer meeting in
Aulanko Heikkila holiday village by the beautiful Aulanko lake, near to
the popular summer resort city of Hameenlinna on 14th-16th july 1995.

They are pleased to invite TSSC members to this traditional 10th
Summer happening to participate and meet nice Triumph enthusiasts,
light summer nights and uniquely beautiful lakes and countryside.

Personally | can recommend any events held in Finland as | attended
in 1986 and 1991, both events were
really superb.

Language is not a problem as
most Fins are multilingual
with English being widely
spoken, and Finland is of
course now in the
European Community
and the car ferries are
large, very comfortable,
affordable and
basically safe.

For further info, please
contact by FAX or letter.
TSSC President, Mr. Pasi )
Lehtinen, Krootilantie 20,
FIN-27510, Eura, Finland. Tel:
010 358 38 86 50 299. FAX: 010 358
38 82 36 308, or, Mr. Viktor Andrejev, Taimistontie 23B, FIN-13130,
Hameenlinna, Finland.

Next down the trail to Germany and | have learnt that the 1st Spitfire
Club Deutschlands intend to drive in convoy to OUR International
show at Stafford with about 20 ‘Spitties” - now that's what we want to
hear! a truly international meeting and we wish them all good luck and
look forward to seeing them there in July!

Wouldn't it be great to see similar convoys from our continental areas
in Holland, Belgium, France and Portugal!

Talking of France — | understand from our new TSSC France Area
Organiser, lvan Souverain, that he and friends have commissioned the
production of a limited number of Aluminium Alloy Le Mans Spitfire
(1147cc) cylinder heads at a guide price (unfinished) of approximately
8000 french francs, including the necessary inlet manifolding — these
are the only details that | have from him at present BUT if you are
seriously interested, please write to him at 138 Rud de Kater, 33000,
Bordeaux, France. {I will print more details when | get them).

Staying on the European mainland, I've received an enquiry via the
club office from members Mr and Mrs Ann Turner (93/42376A) of
Uckfield, East Sussex. They own a 1976 Spitfire 1500 and have spent
several touring holidays exploring France in the Spitfire, and for
summer 1995 they have two targets. 1) To follow the route of the Monte
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Carlo rallies of the 1960s
(camping en-route where
possible) taking their time/enjoy-
ing the scenery. 2) To attend the
Le Mans 24 Hour race, also
camping. They wonder if
someone in the TSSC could

answer some questions.

1) Where can they find details of
the exact routes of Monte Carlo
rallies. 2) The date of the 1995 Le
Mans race and where they can
find information about bookings
and on-site camping.

Well, to answer question 1, |
suggest that they might ask
Alison Woolley of the Historic
Rally Car Register, Tibberton
Court, Tibberton, Glos. GL19
3AF. Tel: 01452 790648. FAX
01452 790703.

For question 2, perhaps our
French Area Organiser, Ivan
Souverain, who has an avid
interest in Le Mans should be
able to answer your enquiries,
address as elsewhere and Tel:
010 33 56 24 01 67 or FAX (after
5rings) 010 33 56 24 16 33.

Whilst on the subject of
International Rallies, | must
mention the FIVA International
world rally 1996 which members
of the TSSC are invited to enter
and participate in as the TSSC is
a member of the FBHVC. -

It is being organised as part of

the celebrations of the centenary

P
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MORE STOCK AVAILABLE
MANY ITEMS STOCKED
FROM NUTS AND BOLTS
TO BODY SHELLS

CALL NOW

HERALD / VITESSE

~ Stainless steel tread plate finish
Full white rubber bumper set
Brake pads (early) ........
Brake cailper repair kit
Front wing D plate 703727/8
Boot hinges ........................
1200 front wing L/H, R/H 805826/7
13/60 front wing Inc. rear strip 713267/8
Vitesse front wings inc. rear strip .....
Herald/Vitesse door skins 901338/9 .
Compilete door ass, 902256/7 .......
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance
1200/13/60 rear centre valance
" Sills 803070/803071 .....ovvvennnnnn,
Comp. grille ass. comp. with badge 80
Herald 13/60 front panel 812140
Pedal rubbers 122289 ..............
Early Vitesse carb. (Solex) front .
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663 .
Bonnet Corner Moulding 70616/2 .
* Tread plates .....................
" Rear overriders 703708/9
Set of 8 front suspension bushes 119451 ,
Inlet manifold banjo bolt 145155 ,
Rad. grille 948/1200 703801 .......
Fuel gauge Vitesse 2L Mkl 135700
Petrol tank sender 13/60 est. 127814 .

R/H engine bay valance 1200, 13/60 903155 .
Upper rear wing {saloon) 902318/9 .
Upper rear wing {estate) 804432 ...
inner sealed beam light unit GLU40S
Handbrake front cable 121766 .
Brake master cylinder (Vitesse) GMC209 . £40.00
Rear quarter valance Herald/Vitesse {original) £17.50 each
* Hoods orig. ICI flame retardent £130.00 each
* Hoods viny! inc. zip out rear window . ... £85.00 each
Vitesse 2L Mkl head/dip/side/flash switch 147278 £17.50 each
Door hinges 607824 .. £15.00 each
Door to glass weather strip ... £5.00 each
Inner front wheel arch, ieft hand/right 903 075/6 £25.00 each
Set 4 spark plugs, 1200 and 12/50 -£2.50 set

SPITFIRE MK| & Il & Il |

Overdrive propshaft 210985/248952 .. £64.50 each
Front shock absorbers GSA265 .. £17.50 each
N/side, O/side front wings 907154/5, 903088/9 £53.00 each
Rear valance lamp panel 569900 3!

Battery box 806707
© Rear iomp assy. 208532/247025
Brake caliper 210988/240987 .....
Windscreen wiper motor 513964
Bonnet catch (chrome) 607663
Speedo cable GSD165 ......
Speedo cable O/D GSD113
® Vinyl hood Mkl inc. zip window

umph jogo . £15 pair
... £70.

£65.00 each
£29.50 each

. £9.00 set
. £8.00 each
£17.50 each

Front competition road springs 209033

SPITFIRE:MKIV. & 1500

Stainless steel tread plate finisher, Triumph iogo €12.50 pair
Transverse rear suspension sring 159640 £55.00
Wheel arch to bulk head (613666) ....

Front susp. vertical link & frunnion ass.

* Bonnet hinge pivot box RKC362/3 £23.50
Spitfire rear lamp pane! 716182 . . £60.00
Stainless steel oversill kif ............ £39.00 kit
Handbrake cable end fork 104749 £1.25 each

Early/late rear drive shaft ... £47.00 each
Catiper repair kit inc. RISTON .....cooocieiiiee £14.68
W/screen rubber chrome insert 91 7248/9) .... £32.50 per set
Seat covering set, biack cloth houndstooth, material
complete car set ............
Wishbone bushes 119451 .
Brake master cylinder .....
Brake caliper offside/nea
Dash top cover 815281
Rear valance 908970 ..
Nearside/Offside siil 903
* 8Hi reinforcement panel LR
Inner sil L/R hand 806638/9
H/lamp support panels, /R hand
Bonnet hinge tube /R hand 9144107/8
Rear inner/finner w/arch UR hand 725563/4 . .
Front quart val ofside & n/side 815391/2 ........ £45.00 each
Seat recovering set. Brown cloth houndstooth material,

£9.00
£35.00 each
£563.00 each

compiete car set

Knee pad /R hand 719391/719401
Steering joint 142140/FAM1718
Lucas distrioutor .........
Heater valve 724021 .
Rear lamps 216932/216933 TKC941/TKC940 .
Front and rear side marker famps
Front shock absorbers GSA364 ..
Alr filter ass. inc. filters 217822 ...
Late type water pump (viscousx) UKC774
L/hand & R/hand doors 947569/917570
Speedometer 218815
- Brake disc 2087415
Stub axie UKC697 ...,
Steering lock 216449/UKC2719 . £29.50
Front wheel arch inner I/hand & r’hand 909797/8 £29.50 each
Front wheel arch outer Ilhand & rfhand 909351/2 £25.00 each
© Steel boot lid 941327 . £130.00 each
* Front wings 909663/4 . £23.00 each
* Door skins ................. £19.50 each

... £65.00 set
. £6.00 each
£14.50 each
£76.50 each
£26.50 each
£29.50 each

£23.50 each
£205.50 each
. £41.00

Sill end plate (front) 706422/3 ..o £3.50
Rear wing rear repair panel £9.50 each
Rear wing front repair panel . £7.50 each

‘A’ post lower panel Vhand & rthand 706288/9 £9.00 each
Half floor I/hand & r/hand .. £40.00
Front footwell /hand & rfhand . £19.00
Rear footwell I/hand & r/hand . £23.00
Boot floor ... £45.00
Door int. release bezel i/hand & r/hand 819803/4 £4.00 each
Exterior door handle ithand & rthand chrome 915633/4 £41.00 each
Exterior door handle I/hand & rinand YKC2837/8 £41.00 edach
Window regulator LiH or RiH 911272/2 .. £29.50 each
Hard fop rear screen seal 941040 . £25.00 each
© Carpet set £55.00
° Hoods original ICI flame retardent inc. zip window £130.00
* Hoods vinyl inc. zip window .... .. &8

Suspension top ball joint GSJ155
* Front suspension bearing kit . -
- Rear wheel bearing kit ....... . £12.50
Clutch release bearing carrie SSY. £20.00 each
Window reg. glaz. channel I’k & r/h 7067789/90 £19.50 each
* Rear outer wheel arch 909664/2 £23.50
Camshaft RKC 3305 . . £35.00 each
Door hinges 607824 .
Distributor cap GD136

Petrof tank cover board Mkl & li 710703

Dash veneer assy Mkl & Ij LHD 714421 £76.50
Boot floor carpet Mkl & Il 810841 £17.50
Driver’s sun visor Mklll 815384 ... £8.50

Main carpet early Mklil new tan 819813 £29.50
Main carpet late Mkiil new tan 822633, £23.50
Main carpet Mkill black 822631 ............ £29.50
Rear quarter light seal /H black Mkill 820611 . £6.00
Rear quarter light seal LI(H new tan Mkl 82064

R/H front suspension vertical fink 209072
Near/Offside front wing Mkil 908113/4
Crankshaft 308034 .
© Front side/flasher Y. 544
Occasional rear seat conversion kit, blac
R/hand front overrider GT6 Mkl 710717 .
* Rotofiex coupling 152273
Steering lock 216449/UCK27
Front shock absorbers .
Dash veneer set Mkl 8
Camshaft 308778, Mkl and e
Quarter fight seai front UH 574098 ...
Clutch pedal and box assy. 217431
Speedometer Mkl 218819
Courtesy light switch 62774
° Rear brake shoes Mkl & Il

PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT - Carriage extra
Please quote ornginal part number if available. it will help us to help you.
* ltems marked with an asterisk are pattern parts
Complete range of overdrives bullf by ex Laycock engineer, POA.
Also complete range of coil suspension springs to fit all models £17.50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED o

PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS
T. D. FITCHET. FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. STATION HLL,
OAKENGATES, TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE TF2 9AA

TEL: O1952 619585/620434
FAX: O19562 610510.

. £29.50 each
£20.50 each
... £76.50

FITCH/IO195 D22
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of the British Motor Industry
between 14th and 24th June
1996. Provisionally starting at
Glasgow, Scotland and running
via the Aviemore region (3 days)
then on to Edinburgh ,
Newecastle-upon-Tyne, Yorkshire,
the Midlands, with City parades
in Coventry or Birmingham (no
contest for Triumphs!)

The rally will include classes
for all cars and motorcycles
manufactured before 1970.

Individuals/prospective
competitors wishing to receive
information news letters should
initially write to: M. P H J
Whyman, Secretary, FBHNC,
Elton House, Church Lane, Tydd
St Giles, Wisbech, Cambs. PE13
5LA, UK. (NB. Overseas entries
are particularly
welcome).

A little humour
now, first from our
friends in the
Triumph Register of
Southern California
who’s November
1994 magazine has
just reached me by
surface mail! It
contains the follow-

ing gem:- “If Lucas
were the seven
dwarfs, they would
be called: Shorty,

Faulty, Sparky,
Smokey, Broken, Dim
and Wishful!” - as
suggested by Jason
Mclinaney, et al., at
Triumphest '94.
Thanks for that, it
IS funny, but to be
fair, after many years
of driving Triumphs
on Lucas electrics in
our renowned damp
and soggy climates,
I've got no genuine

Frank & Troise

"EARLY MECHANICS:

MMM STIE NO Come
OFF? MAYBE OG NEED
WHITWORTM ROcwk !

cause for complaint about Lucas products. Perhaps they don’t work
so well in the dry Californian climate? or perhaps it’s just the wear

and tear of the many thousands of

Our new petrol pricing policy

American miles slipping back-
wards beneath Triumph tyres in
. their vast country?
4 Next along is a rather appropri-
ate cartoon from the Pretoria
Triumph Sportomotorklub, part of
the Triumph Sports Car Club of
Southern Africa, especially after
the last considerable bashing we
poor UK motorists have recently
received from our ever grasping
government!
Now a cheerful summery photo.
Sent in by Francois Demont of

fine selection of Spitfires parked in front of one of the Supersonic
Concorde aircraft, now a classic itself! at the Aerospatiale building at
Toulouse in France. All the registration numbers that | can make out in
the picture are registered in the French Department number 1, which is
of course the Haute Garonne.

| have received an interesting letter from Dr C A Bartzokas, MD in
North Wales, now | would point out that | don’t normally mention cars

Toulouse, France.

Amicale Spitfire and depicting a

for sale in my column
but in this case you
will see why

| made an exception.
The good Doctor has
decided with much
regret to sell his
beloved Spitfire 1500
LEFT HAND DRIVE
(1977), due to his
advancing years, and
he is anxious to find a
caring home for the
car. He has detailed
records/receipts from
new, it is completely

>



rust proofed and
has factory fitted
extras like over-
drive and an oil
cooler plus radio,
alarm, special
focks etc.

He says it is
immaculate and
originally finished
in Inca Yellow,
resprayed only
due to stone chips
and rather thin
original paint!

The car has only been used for a six month period for a ‘grand tour’
of Europe and has just 43,800km on the clock. It is a soft top and also
has crates full of factory made spare parts for engine, gearbox and body,
including spare hoods.

It has been kept in
its own centrally
heated garage, only
being driven
around the block to
keep the engine
turned over.
Sensible offers are
invited!

Oh, I wish | had
spare space and
alsomoney!

But isn't it always
the same when this
sort of mint car comes along!, however, if any of you are seriously inter-
ested in this almost new Spitfire, you may write to Dr Bartzokas c/o
Angie Hill at TSSC Headquarters.

Lake Mangamahoe & Mt. Egmont
in the background.

On the road again November 1993.

they have seen the high standard
of a few copies of his Courier
magazines and the size of the
TSSC with its associated benefits.
Best of luck with your difficult
task David. He kindly enclosed a
picture taken at the Toronto
Triumph Club ‘Al British Car
Day’, he says that with only 11
TSSC members in the whole of
Canada, the photo shows in
impressive line up of ‘our’ type
of cars at this event, “so as you
can see my work out here is only
just starting”, David further says
that whilst looking at this picture
we should bare in mind that this
event is on the same weekend as
Stowe Vermont, USA “British
Invasion” only a few hours drive
south and only at one end of a
very large nation.

David has counted over sixty
(60) TSSC cars at the larger
events and knows for a fact that
there are a great deal more!

N.B. David, if you want some
extra ideas for advertising the
TSSC in your area (country)
perhaps our Area Organiser
Liaison Officer Mike Crewes
may have some ideas?

Anyhow, once again thanks for
all your input and the best of
luck, I do look forward to
meeting you as our only over-

Talking of Spitfires, | can’t wait any longer and must
put to print these two photos which depict in typically
beautiful New Zealand scenery the stunning Mkil
Spitfire belonging to Rita Montgomery, note registration
number, and expertly restored by her talented husband
—our NZ Area Organiser — Dayle Montgomery, and
hasn’t he made a good job of it?

N.B. Don't worry about the lack of front bumper over-
riders, as I've recently obtained and posted some out to
them, since these photos were taken back in November
1993. Thanks to lan Brightman for finding them and to
the terminally rusty GT6 | that let them go, eventually.
I can’t wait to ride in this car, it must surely be better

than new! A brief note from our Canadian Area
Organiser, David Stock of Picton, Ontario, who is doing
his level best to persuade fellow Canadians to join the TSSC, he says
that most members are put off by the relatively high cost of TSSC
membership compared with local Triumph clubs in their vast country,
these mainly cater for TRs, but apparently their opinion changes once
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Toronto Triumph Club “All British Car Day”.

seas area organiser that I've yet
to meet in person.

Lastly down the International
trail is a letter from member

LONDON
OPENING TIVIES 22-28 Manor Road,
MON - FRI 8.30-5.30

SAT 9.30-4.00 Tel. 081-948 6668

Fax. 081-940 9268

Richmond, Surrey, TW9 1YB

BIRMINGHAM
991 Wolverhampton Road,
Oldbury, W Midlands, B69 4RJ
Tel. 021-544 5555

Fax. 021-544 4340

Exhaust Manifolds

7729441 £99.88

TT1365

Suspension
Uprated Front Road
Springs for road &
competition use.
All models from
only £18.80 each.

Nylatron Uprated
Front Wishbone
Bush Kit

(Set of 8) 4
TT34601 Oil Cooler

£42.30 ARA221 £41.13

S

Models Covered ;

TT1400 130071500 Spitfire/Herald £81.66 !
FS1400  1300/1500 Stainless Stee! ~ £135.13 Inlet Manifolds
TT1700 Mk2 GT6/Vitesse £170.38 1300/1500 Single
TT10649  £96.94
1300/1500 Twin
TTI350  £73.44
GT6/Vitesse Triple
Kenlowe Fan Kits TT1750  £141.00
GT6/TR7/2000
7729421 £95.88 Weber
Spitfire Range Carburettors

1300/1500 Models

GT6/Nitesse Models
TT1768

(All systems come complete with fitting kits)

Weber Carburettor

40 DCOE  £229.13
45 DCOE  £240.87

£42.89

£58.16

Piranha
Electronic
Ignition Conversion Kits
All Models £58.16

Spitfire/GT6 Twin Sports
Exhaust Systems

775420 Oval Silencers £88.13
775412 Round Silencers £111.63
FS5412 Stainless Steel £178.60

TR2-4A : TR5/6 : TR7/8
Spitfire : GTE : Vitesse
Dolomite/Sprint

2000/2.5

you're ever likely to need. i
Engine,  suspension, |
brakes and bodywork, :
plus a range of i
performance packs |

and suspension kits :
L\ for road to racing 1
applications - All :

D for only £2.50 |
R (P&P free). Fil }
Wl =" oyt the coupon and i

oG
S

order your copy today !

The TRIUMPHTUNE catalogue is essential eqw}oment for the
Triurmph enthusiast - 110 pages packed with information, technical
tios and every component T <

Name
Address

Post Code

I enclose a cheque/PO/cash for £ CTT ]
OR please charge my ACCESS or VISA account number...

N I R A R R O B A

— . Expi
: ﬁ = Please make all cheques payable to Triumphtune Dé’ tg/ E[:]

-

I
f
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
|
i
1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|



Tri-oomph Engineering Ltd,
Unit 2, Hill Farm,
‘ ‘ \Q Radlett, Herts. WD7 7HP.
= - 1

TRIUMPH SPECIALISTS

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES — RACE PREPARATION
MECHANICAL — BODYWORK — LOW BAKE OVEN —
FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT — ENGINE TUNING

SPITFIRE IV/1500

‘ OTHER
Bodysheli rebuilt, excellent ............. £755 ENGINES ‘
Bodyshell rebuilt very good £595 9 Litre Mkl runni

t very good ............ , Y- SR £150
Bodyshell, repairable ...........c.c......... £95 9 litre Mkl FUNRING <o £150
Bodyghell, rear damasge .......c.cccoveeni.. £55 1500 for (eOUIING oo £65
Chassgs, roil]ng, fully rebuilt .............. £995 1300 for reoUilding £60
Chassis, rolling (GT6 parts) ................ £32%5 gopy @R
Chassis, bare, reconditioned (GT6) .. £195 . .
Chassis. bare. MKl (g000) ;/ét;ag(s)e Mkl bonnet, fair .................. £70
Doors, re-skinned .........cccooovevverevin, OONNEt, OK oo E7S

Doors from

Doors, 900d ..o,
Doors, average .......................
Bonnet, excellent

Windows from

Bonnet, usable ....................... GEARBOXES
Bon.net, MkIl1, fair, from ............ GT6 overdrive and prop .............. £265
Eng!nes, used, from .................. Vitesse overdrive and prop ......... £9265
Engines, fully rebuilt from ........ Herald/Spitfire from ...ccccoeevveiii. £45
Gearbox, fully rebuilt from TRIM (NEW)

Differentials, fully rebuilt from ..... £187.50
Bumpers from £35 Hoods from

Wheels and tyres from ...................... g10 Carpet sets from

Hood frames from ........cocoocoeveveveni) g45 Door panels etc, CALL.

lSeats, most types, from ............... ... £95  MISCELLANEOUS

nstruments from ..........cccccevcceevcnnnn, £5  Clutch kits from ......ococoveeveie, £45
E"Ont wings, NEW ..., £23.50  Steering couplings ... £15
e€ar wings, NEW o, E115  Vitesse rear ShOWS oo.oovvooovooo . £6.90
Sill Kit, 8 PIECE vvvvereerrersre, £99.95 ’
DOOE SKIMS vrereosroroossos oo £2115 ALL PRICES INC. VAT

MOST PARTS AVAILABLE, NEW AND SECOND HAND
CARS FOR SALE AND WANTED (ANY CONDITION)

PLEASE RING WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS

UNIT 2, HILL FARM
RADLETT, HERTS
01923/859438 - 852686 / FAX 01923 853835

VISA
E——

S - > W

Roberta Pijper of Durban,
Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa.

Roberta tells us of her Herald
948cc Saloon, believed to be
1959 but awaiting
dating, she (the car)
is painted duotone
Lichfield Green and
White and is as
original as humanly
possible living so far
from the source of
spares. Luckily her
fiancee, Len, has
bought up all the
Heralds that have
become available
locally and so they
have a good source of
used spares.

He has a 1962 1147cc, 1965
1147¢e, 1961 948c¢c coupe and a
1967 12/50, all Heralds, plus
several spare sections of cars,
engines, gearboxes etc, plus a
1966 1300 front wheel drive
saloon, very smart in
Valencia Blue.

They keep all their Triumphs as
original as possible but not yet
having found a convertible in
good condition, they take the
hard top (roof) off one of the
Heralds to drive around with the
wind in their hair, when it isn't
too hot, otherwise you literally
fry in tropical Durban!

In October 1994, they held their
annual TSSC (Natal Branch) show
day, this was held at Pinetown
Junction, a village setting where
old buildings, built of wood and
iron have been brought from
other sites and relocated at the
village with other buildings being
erected along the lines of
Vlctorian shops and houses.

All manner of crafts are
practiced here including Bobbin
Lace Making, Paper Quilling,
Knife Making, Spinning and
Weaving, Pottery and Fretwork.

The Artists work in individual
workshops or in the Craft Hall. It
made an interesting place for the

show day, with a collection of some 25 Triumphs from TR3 to TR7,
Stag, Spitfire, GT6, 1300 saloon, 2500 saloon, and of course, Heralds.

A good time was had by all and Roberts 948cc Herald won the trophy
for the best restoration of 1994, winning this jointly with a GTé6.

Len van der Merwe
(Robertas fiancee) did
the restoration for
Roberta earlier in 1994,
two days later she
drove the Herald to
Midmar Dam to
participate in their
National gathering.

A really lovely venue
with just under 100
Triumphs on show. At
the end of October
1994, they took the
Triumphs together with many other sports cars on the Port Natal Wild
Coast Sports Car Run from Durban North to the Wlld Coast Casino in
what was previously Transkel.

This is a distance of some 120 miles and Roberta’s little 948 seemed
to enjoy every minute of it as much as she did.

They didn't enter the Concours as it was almost entirely Porsches,
Cobras etc and they gave them a chance, after all what chance would
they have against genuine Triumphs!

in December 1994 Roberta and Len helped organise the Durban
Motor Show with two Heralds and 1300 saloon on show together
with Stag, Spitfire, TR3, TR6 and GT6. Not a bad showing for a club
seriously suffering from ‘Natal fever’ which causes a loss of enthusiasm
for anything (Roberta’s words!).

She says how much she is enjoying the Courier and reports on
activities but is shocked at the number of club cars which go missing in
the United Kingdom.

For 1995, the Durban branch of the TSSC of SA are planning a trip to
a farm, one to a Pickle Factory (Yum), a trip to a Bird Park, a visit to the
Veteran Car Club, a Picnic day out at a dam, a British Sports car
breakfast run with other car clubs, their annual run to the Casino, their
show day and the Durban Motor Show to name but a few.

They are trying to get together with other car clubs, such as Sunbeams
and the Alfa Club for a non-competitive fun day at the skid pan.

Roberta relates that they suffer from a distinct lack or enthusiasm to
get the Triumph out from a number of their members, which is a pity as
Triumphs are such fun cars to drive, and if you have a Herald, every
second person you see says ‘I had one of those’ or ‘I remember when’
The stories are endless . . . . ..

Thanks Roberta, for your interesting reflections, | would however
point out that an apparent lack of enthusiasm isn't confined to the
South African Club, it is a world-wide problem, but with so many
members in the TSSC it is perhaps not so noticeable - in fact | have
noticed that the smaller the club, the greater the enthusiasm, but
unless members bother attending any club event, you will never
know what you are missing, will you?

All the best until next month, please keep the correspondence and

photos coming. %




I wonder what
you have been up to
on your rally? | don’t
suppose you will tell
me at what speed
you were going on
those tracks?” says
Robert, my husband
slightly puzzled but
still smiling.

I had already
pushed the little
Vitesse convertible 2
Litre as far as it
could go on the
memorable Tour of
Four Grand Prix
Circuits past and
present in Holland
and Belgium.

The marvellous
thing is, | had won a
competition organ-
ised by the Classic
Car magazine to go
on Les Circuits I
October 6 October 9
with Weeltorque
(Northern) Ltd.

> 1
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It all started when Robert
entered my name, as well as his,
after answering some very tricky
question about Zandvoort, Assen,
Zolder and Spa circuits. These

were to be our halts on the
famous rally. He did it probably
to have more chances but, when
I saw | had won, [ decided to go.
At first though, | didn’t really

Zandvoort. First time out, first session, in front of the Triking. Chris. H

ISABELLE SYNMNMONS

think of taking the car. | just
wanted a nice holiday abroad in
4 star hotels {April and Gerard
Moloney of Weeltorque don’t do
things by half!) and a chance to
learn more about cars and racing
circuits. So | accepted the gra-
cious hospitality of the photogra-
phers Mary and Chris Harvey to
go in their car to Zandvoort.

As the departure came closer,
I thought | would miss a tremen-
dous opportunity if | didn’t take
the Vitesse around the famous
circuits of Northern Europe. So
on Monday night, | made up my
mind and decided to take the
car. Tuesday was to be very busy,
I had to get myself and the car
ready. Steve and Tim, at
Smugglers Classics, Parsons
Green, London, very kindly
checked the car over for me at
very short notice in the evening
(regular readers of the Courier
will know of Tim through his
historic rallying exploits in his
Triumph Vitesse), and | went to
bed late after planning the route.

dunes makes the 1.565 mile cir-
cuit unique. | was nervous and
excited as | drove though the
Welcome sign at the entrance of
the tunnel and into the pits. Most

joined the group for Gerard
Moroney’s welcome speech, fol-
lowed by some advice by the
chief marshal Dave Pierre. Soon
after was the first session, 20

John Bussel, the racing instructor, showing how it should be done!

of the cars were already lined up
eager to attack the circuit. There
were about a hundred beautiful
machines from a 3 wheeled

minutes on the track. The day at
a circuit was a succession of fast
and slow sessions, 20 minutes
each, but very quickly I realised
that slow sessions were still

| took off at
6am on
Wednesday morn-

fast indeed. | went out on
the first session. Naturally,

ing, direction
Dover. From
Calais | put the
hood down and
headed towards
Zandvoort near
Amsterdam where
the former Grand
Prix circuit with its
tight corners was a
good start for our
exciting tour. It
was 7pm when |
arrived. The car
had run sweetly
and we were both

looking forward to
the next day.

Just opposite our hotel, the
Elysee Beach, was the circuit
that had been shortened since its
flamboyant days. It's very sinu-
ous curves, set amongst soft sand

My Turn

Triking to more recent models
such as a Ferrari Testarossa or a
Porsche 911. I immediately spot-
ted James Prentice’s TR3 and
admired its vintage body. Then |

as it was my first
experience on a race
track, I drove fairly slowly.
Others were not so careful
but they certainly were
enthusiastic.

That morning | met a
few of these “fou de la
Vitesse” as we say in
France and related instant-
ly to Piere Mesnager, a real
car enthusiast. He very
kindly took me round in
his Donkevoort, and
showed me where to
brake, where to turn and
where to put my foot

down! | went back on the
track later that day and felt a bit
more comfortable with the car
on the sharp bends but | knew |
needed some proper racing

lessons!




At 3.30pm, 1 left
for the next desti-
nation. | had 135
miles to cover
before | reached
Assen which is
south of Groningen
in the north of
Holland.

Moroney wrote that it is “The best
kept secret in Europe”. It is
certainly a very appealing track,
reasonably long (2.485 miles)
which unfolds harmoniously by as
you drive and is an invitation to
go faster. But it also has some tight
corners and notably a very tight
chicane, just before the start /
finish line.

had told me not to lift off in the
corners, during the session with
John, I learnt my lesson the hard
way. As we were blasting
towards the start/finish line, |
arrived a bit too fast in the very
tight chicane Gerard Moroney
had called “The sting in the tail”
and the Vitesse slid out off the
track and onto the grass. The car

still being the right
way up, | took a big
breath of relief but

After a long day |
was pleased to be
able to relax in the
comfortable motel
and swop car
stories with the
other drivers.

Next morning
was the chance to
discover a circuit
that felt open and
spacious although
the track wasn’t
that wide.

It is officially
called Circuit Van
Drenthe and it's the
Dutch Grand Prix
Circuit for motorcy-
cles. Gerard

>

Hood up. Ralph the mechanic, concentrating on the

sound of the Engine.

That morning, in the pits, as |
parked the car alongside some
very fast cars, | wondered how we
would do my Vitesse and | against
Henry Leventis’ Porsche 959 or
john Birtwell’s Ferrari 355. I had
the best little car possible, if she
didn’t have the top speeds, she
sure gave me lots of emotions in
the corners and after all that's
what | was after.

On the same day, | took some
racing lessons with John Bussel,
one of the instructors and found it
a must. It really opened my eyes
to some of the mistakes | was
making without realising it and |
learned how to better use the
whole of the track.

I didn’t know why everybody

already John was
asking me to drive
on. So we did anoth-
er lap with my knees
almost shaking but
still keeping up with
the speed.

My excursion
occurred in full view
of the pit wall so |
received a good ova-
tion as | passed by.
Later | heard some
comments about the
rear wheels of the
Vitesse, kissing under
the car!

John then drove
and showed how it
should be done (he
had a Vitesse as his
first car and now
races Porsche 911s). At the end
of that session, the engine got
hot and we had to stop. My fem-
inine intuition warned me that
something was wrong! It was
definitely too hot. The fan didn’t
really cool the engine down. |
resolved to ask some qualified
people to have a look at the
engine. There was a good cama-
raderie in the group and it was
verified as | opened the bonnet
because a few kind people came
to see if [ needed help. But
maybe too, the steam coming
out of the front of the car, urged
them to the rescue.

After some checking, they
concluded that it was probably
the ignition timing that created

trouble. The radiator had over-
flowed but it was no big deal.
Later | filled up with water
and decided to hit the road. |
had 185 miles of motorway to
cover from Assen to Genke
where we were staying that
night.The journey started off
quite well but the car was very
hot. | was approaching the

conclusion that the major problem
was the radiator. Ralph recom-
mended that | check the water
regularly. I asked him if | could
take the car round the track with-
out damaging the engine. That
was my main concern. He said
yes, so | did.

Zolder is a pure joy to drive.
The setting is beautiful, it’s not too

tor took me round
later that morning
in Adrian and
Diane Vincent's
Morgan +8 and it
was thrilling. |
understood then
just what John
meant by accelerat-
ing and braking!

Holland/Belgium
border and it was
pitch dark. | got lost
in a town called

SPA-FRANVCORCITANPY

Eindhoven. | won't
tell you if it'’s a nice
spot or not because
the only “paysage” |
saw was the car
park of IKEA where
| ended up.
Fortunately a very
nice couple with a
car full of shelves
was going south
like me so | fol-
lowed them till the
proper exit.

I got lost so
many times
over the last 10
miles trying to find
the hotel that it was
late at night when |
eventually arrived. | must have
been really tired because after-
wards it seemed quite an easy
place to find.

The car was not at its best so |
decided to find a mechanic in
the group and that's how | met
Ralph who was now on Siegfried
Brunn'’s team. He took some
time the next day at Zolder to
have a look at the car. Ralph
checked the ignition timing of
the Vitesse and gave me some
figures, 40-42-43 and even
thought we had just left Holland,
it sounded very much double
dutch to me so | telephoned Paul
Matthew in England who rebuilt
the engine 3 years ago and
asked him his advice. Paul was
very helpful. We came to the

Tony, “Sans” can, hitching a lift around SPA in the Vitesse

long and is nicely curved. Most of
the circuit is flat except for one
point when the car goes very light
cresting a hill. It has large run-off
areas. There are some fast corners
but also some chicanes that were
added before Grand Prix racing
returned there in the seventies.

Sadly Zolder is remembered as
the place where the brave Gilles
Villeneuve died at the age of 30.
Gerard Moroney organised a
special tribute to the memory of
the French Canadian driver who
was killed at the wheel of a Ferrari
in 1982 when qualifying for the
Belgium Grand Prix. It was a
reminder that motor sport is
dangerous and that many talented
drivers have lost their lives.

John Bussel my racing instruc-

As | got out of
the car | discovered
that | was aching in
the back and neck
and | had bruises
for a few days.
Absolutely
memorable! |
needed a rest.

I was thankful
that Weeltorque
provided excellent
lunches at each cir-
cuit and being in
Belgium meant
superb food.

After the lunch |
was ready to race
round. My driving
skills were improv-
ing! Being probably
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the only Vitesse to ever blast
round Zolder | imagined | was
breaking its lap record.

| then gave the car a rest and
took the opportunity to see other
drivers at close hand. | was a
passenger in many other super-
cars and we explored their limits
around the challenging and his-
toric Zolder circuit.

On Sunday we were at Spa, |
had waited and anticipated for
that very special day. During the
week before the departure | had
read many articles about the se
satlonal Eau Rouge whlchDems

or Ferrari, everyone went for it. We had such fun.

I'was not disappointed at Eau Rouge, even though |
wasn't at the wheel of a Formula I. It's a very interesting
corner which goes downhill, in the dip and then up and
right which is Reudillon. Pouhon, halfway through the
circuit is my next favourite. As well as turning it goes
downhill so it's impressive because the car accelerates
very quickly. There particularly | remembered John’s
advice and | used the whole of the track. During one
lap I had a bit of a moment on that very corner as |
avoided a bird on the racing line. After a few laps |
came down to the pits and joined the others for a truly
delicious “Le lunch” in the restaurant just opposite La
Source.

Bad weather and rain are always a danger at Spa but
“we were blessed'with superb sunshine so after the lunch

e (I mean . . . theiones who still had a car!) were back

n th haracterful and exciting circuit for more testing

lenging corner of the
period” and w
ba’mtmg murals, which is slow and
palnstakmg and ince my return, | often remember those
laps and more precisely-l.miss the chill down the spine
“then the fear is almost theré*but the car speed pulls you
out the.other way. | know now what the ”fou de la
.thesse dream of.

circuits. Its 4.312 mlles lon
cuts through the A
The setting is absolut
and the circuit itself is unig
with its hills, bends and chal-
lenging corners.

On that very sunny and dry
autumn day | was ready to put
the Vitesse through the test. [ felt
very humble driving round the
spectacular circuit. Most cars
were zooming past me. In
Porsches, Jaguar, Lotus, Morgan

It felt good to see Robert and my baby daughter.
One day | want to take her round Spa. | already know

that she will love it! . . . She is one of us! . .. and as
Gerard Moroney said “The men were with us and the
boys stayed at home ‘and polished their cars”. #

S

¥
A

V& Tove mPF provesr £

COURIE}R
DM A& G A= T DN EXE

< = E YOUR

C 7>
M

CCOUIITIEIR TID>DYsE

To Pk gua=alitys Bimnders
holdirmng 1= iIssues
Courier NMaga=z=ime.

BERFPECIAL COFFER

Orme S s
=71 1 .S5SO
=1 7 _ OO

B -3 ¥ e

eprclerrs T<»:=

oF

PanS k]

PO BO>X 283

LE 1T & <X

=eaach

T IRILIINA P BOOKSHHIORP

PMARKET HARBOIIRCOULICS

TtThhe

a—

@

BRITISH MOTOR
HERITAGE APPROVED

SPITFIRE
GTo
HERALD
VITESSE

ARTHUR STREET, LAKESIDE, REDDITCH, WORCS, B98 8JY
Tel: Redditch (01527) 520880 Fax: (01527) 520730

TRIM OFFERS

SPITFIRE & GT6 INTERIOR TRIM
Door Casings-Spit/GT6 Pair £39.00
Rear W/Arch Liner Kit-Spitfire .........cocoevevciccrnennnee Pair £39.00

Rear W/Arch Liners-GT6 ..........cccoveureecnnnns Pair £35.00
Rear Cockpit Liner-Spitfire . £26.00
Tank Liner (In Boot) £11.00

Tailgate Liner (Black)-GT6 IIl .........cocoevereniermnierencerenane £11.25

Tailgate Liners-GT6 I/11 Pair £12.00
Glove Box Liner-Spit IV/1500 & GT6.............ccvevce Each £10.00
Glove Box Liner-Spit I-111 .Each £11.00
Support Rail Glove Box Liners ...........ccocouvererrerenencs Each £12.00
Door Cappings Pair £15.00
Seat Recovering Kits (Not GT6 I/11) .......ccocovrrrcurnnnes Pair £95.00
Headrests Each £23.00
Recovered Seats (Not GT6 I/11)

EXCHANGE Pair £175.00
Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-Spitfire £55.00
Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-Spitfire .........cccocueevunnee. £135.00
Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-GT6 £80.00
Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-GTB ............ccoruverrmcrnanes £195.00
Root Mat (Black Hardura)-Spitfire................... £8.50

COLOURS AVAILABLE (EXCEPT WHERE STATED)
Black, Beige, Chestnut, New Tan, Shadow Blue,
Midnight Blue, Red.

SPITFIRE WEATHER EQUIPMENT
Hood DIY (BIk Vynide)-Spit IV, 1500 (ZRW) .........cc..c... £77.50

Hood DIY (Blk Vynide)-Spit Il £67.50
Hood DIY (BIk Vynide)-Spit I/1l £67.50
Header Rail Seal £5.00
Header Rail Seal Retainers (Set of 3)........cccecovrviviurennnns £10.00
Boot Seal (REPRO) £8.50
Exterior Weather Stripe & Clips .....cccoovevercrcnnnnnnnns Pair £14.50
Interior Weather Strips & Clips.......ccccvverenceriencrcnnnns Pair £6.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 17.5%
CARRIAGE EXTRA

HERALD/VITESSE INTERIOR TRIM

Door Casings-Herald Pair £39.00
Door Casings-Vitesse Pair £43.00
Rear 1/4 Liners-Saloon Pair £47.50
Rear 1/4 Liners-Convertible...........c.oovvvevcercciinnne Pair £47.50
Scuttle Liners (Plain) Each £8.50
Scuttle Liner (With Map Pocket) .......c.o.ccvuecrrevcnnnne Each £16.00
Upper Dash Liner (Under Dash) £14.50
Lower Dash Liner (LH Footwell) £6.00
Vitesse LH Boot Liner (Black) £13.00
Boot to Hood Stowage Liner (Black)-Conv..........cccccecuueee £14.50

Front Seat Recovering Kits
Rear Seat Recovering Kits-Saloon

Rear Seat Recovering Kits-Convertible..............ccoveueee £105.00
Seat Diaphragm £12.50
Front & Rear Recovered Seats Available to Order .............. POA

Carpet Set Black (REPRO)-Her/Vit..........cccoocoeuverenennncnas
Carpet Set Black (MOULDED)-Her/Vi J .
Boot Carpet Black-State Saloon/Conv.............cocveerunnnee. £21.00
Boot Mat (Black Hardura)-State Saloon/Cov................... £21.00

COLOURS AVAILABLE (EXCEPT WHERE STATED)
Black, New Tan, Light Tan, Shadow Blue,
Midnight Blue, Red.

HERALD/VITESSE WEATHER EQUIPMENT

Hood DIY (Black Vynide) £75.00
Header Rail Seal & Retainer Kit (REPRO).........c.cccceueenene £12.00
Side Window Seal (Car Set) £8.00
Side Window Seal Retainers (Car Set) ........ccovevrivnurenae £18.00
Boot Seal (REPRO) £8.50
Exterior Weather Strips & Clips ......cccocoveurerereneacncne Pair £11.75
Interior Weather Strips & Clips ......cooovuveivirevsininnnes Pair £8.00

We will be attending the International
Triumph Show at Stoneleigh on 19th February.

So why not place your order now for
collection at the show.
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N JUDDERING SPITFIRE

By chance | cam e across the solution to a problem which, for some
considerable time caused me inconvenience.

For over a year my 1500 Spitfire was suffering from what | had diag-
nosed as clutch judder. However, since the car is used only for fun (fess
than 3000 miles per year), | decided to live with the problem. The cost of
a strip down and rebuild seemed to me unwarranted.

Recently however, anguished sounds, which could not be ignored,

came from the fan/water pump area.

My local man (I've long since given up breaking my finger nails!), was
concerned lest it was a water pump failure since he had replaced same
not long previously. As it turned out his replacing the viscous coupling
cured the shriek. Furthermore it cured the ‘clutch judder’.

I would have doubted that an incipient seizure in that area would have
affected the cars cold start pull away in the manner in which is undoubt-
edly did, but, as my old Gran used to say: “What can’t speak can't lie”

I therefore pass along this experience in the sure knowledge that it will

help someone else.

Don Baldry

MYSTERY SOLVED .... (AGAIN). &2

I have been re-reading the
admirable article by John Thomason,
Courier May 1984, on the subject of
early Spitfires (his Spitfire) sits down
on the driver’s side, under the
heading — MYSTERY SOLVED.

| agree 90% with his explanations,
but | propose it is not solved ‘beyond
all reasonable doubt’

John suggests that the inbalance
revealed by the sagging of the cars
suspension on the right hand side,
and corresponding wear of the rear

spring, is accounted for by the weight

of the driver, who mostly is the only
occupant of the vehicle.

| suggest the possibility of an alter-
native explanation. If you stand
immediately in front of a Spitfire the
engine of which is running you could
note the engine appears to rotate

clockwise (crankshaft). | believe this is

the case in all cars (most?) and

became a convention when cars were

started by a hand crank and to a right
handed person it was easier to rotate
the engine this way.

According to Newton’s theory law,
to each action there is an equal and
opposite reaction. Thus the engine,
when running, imparts a balancing
torque (counter clockwise) to the
engine block and thence via the
mountings to the chassis, tending to
lift up the suspension on the left hand

side and depress it on the right
hand side.

I run a Spitfire capable of deliv-
ering over 1000 Ib ft. of torque at
the appropriate engine revs. This
can only occur if the right hand
side suspension resists this turning
movement by supplying several
hundred pounds of force. As ‘our’
engines are all mounted longitu-
dinally always in the same direc-
tion (ie, compressing the right
hand side springs).

If the weight of the average
‘Spit’ driver is, say 150lbs., two
thirds of which is resisted by the
rear spring and one third by the
front and the driver’s centre of
gravity is located one and a half
feet out-board of the cars centre
line, then it is unlikely that this
would load the right hand end of
the rear spring by more than
around 45lbs more than it is
loaded when unoccupied, which
! wouldn’t think would account
for the uneven wear.

If 1 am wrong and John is right,
then left hand driver sports chas-
sis sag on the left side for the very
arguments he puts forward — as
there must be as many left hand
driver Spits ‘out there’ some-
where, what do their owners say?

David Etheridge

> NOT DELIGHTED !

I was not really delighted when | saw an Acclaim having an accident.
The Acclaim is probably not 100% Triumph, but it is a reliable car,
cheap to run and economical. Though it will never become a classic it
is still very practical. | have myself travelled back and forth from
Bordeaux to TSSC headquarters (about 3500kms) without trouble.

The main difference between a Honda Ballad and a Triumph
Acclaim is that the first one was manufactured in Japan, the last one in
England. Therefore, the Acclaim contains some of the typical English
finishing touch as well as the super developed twin carb version, more
powerful than the Honda type.

Only 17,000 cars were sold in Europe, mine is from 1983 (ex-show-
room car), 128,000 kms from new and | prefer it to a Rover 218 pow-
ered by PEUGEOT 405 diesel engine (the main difference to a Honda
Concerto being the badge . . .)

For your information, read the 10th October issue No. 161 of Motor
and maybe you’ll change your mind about them.

I Souverain

PS. Talking about the Acclaim, | am looking for some information on
the Acclaim Turbo modified by Warwick & Co. Ltd.

RepLY... &

| am very sorry that my letter has upset you, and | extend this to any-
one else who feels the same way. You are certainly correct that the
Acclaim has an excellent reliability record to the extent that it was
rumoured that UNIPART bosses at the time were unhappy about the
low turnover of spare parts compared to most other Austin Rover mod-
els of that vintage! As it happens, it was a portent of things to come
and there is no comparison between the reputation of current models
and those of even only 5 to 10 years ago.

To be honest, what it really comes down to is that many of us who
were enthusiasts back in 1981/82 (although | must only speak for
myself here) still hold a kind of grudge that the Acclaim, in isolation as
it turned out, was launched with the Triumph name just as the Spitfire
and Dolomite ceased production and the TR7 was on its last legs. It
was particularly sad because a mere 5 years beforehand the Triumph
range was quite extensive including good quality small, medium and
large sports cars and saloons plus a large estate car. The Dolomite
family in particular was far superior to the mainstream Allegro/Marina
offerings and yet it all disappeared in such a small space of time.

The event at which the photo was taken had, of course, a serious pur-
pose. Professional accident investigators learn their craft in the class-
room and hone it ‘on the job’. However, it is very rare for an investiga-
tor to actually see an accident happen so the event at Lotus allowed
them to witness crashes prior to applying their usual measurement and
appraisal techniques. This was the second such occasion (the first was
shown on the BBC ‘Top Gear’ programme a couple of years ago) and a
variety of car to car, car to pedestrian and car to lorry impacts have
been staged over the two events. My own involvement was to fit some
of the participating vehicles with ‘black box’ recording equipment to
help us research techniques for more accurate reconstruction from data
recorded at the impact and immediately prior to it. Normally the only
real evidence available comes from the damaged vehicles, marks on
the road etc. plus eye-witness statements which can, unfortunately, be

conflicting and unreliable.
Although none of us relish the
sight of destruction for its own
sake, all the vehicles used were
nearing the end of their useful
lives and it is hoped that the
results will benefit us all in some

way.
Phil Willson
Rop BEnDING 220

Another two reports in
December’s issue of bent conrods,
due to water in the cylinders from
ford crossings. | too have suffered
this problem, but this time due to
over enthusiastic use of the
hydraulic effect to remove a
seized cylinder head.

Most people will know what |
mean. You put some oil into the
combustion chamber via the spark
plug hole, replace the plug and
turn over the engine on the starter
motor. Bang goes the piston, pop
goes the seal and off comes the
head. But not in this case.

The problem was that the head
was NOT seized onto the block,
which is fairly unlikely anyway. In
fact the head was seized onto at
least one of the head studs.
Cracking the head to block seal
using hydraulic application still
left the head tightly applied to the
block although oil leaked out
between the two. The high pres-
sure in the chamber put too much
strain on the rod, which went
banana shaped.

I recommend that you should
remove all the studs from the
block BEFORE you try this method
of releasing the head.

N.B. Mr Grave (Solar Charger)
may be interested in a new prod-
uct that | am about to market, the
Windup battery charger. This unit
uses the latest type of impeller dri-
ven generator and sophisticated
electronics to produce a useful
trickle charge from the slightest air
movement. Easily mounted on the
Triumph'’s roof and plugged into
the cigarette lighter, it plugs your

Sy




A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF Tri h
QUALITY PARTS FOR YOUR CLASSIC rump

BRITISH MOTOR HERITAGE

BROS- EST 1981
“Znome THE TRIUMPH MAIL ORDER PARTS PEOPLE

Buy direct from the UK’s largest independent Triumph parts specialist -
everything under one roof.
All parts offered off the shelf for either immediate despatch by fast
mail order or collection at our shop & sales counter, where our unique
collection of classic Triumph cars can be viewed in our showroom!

APPROVED DISTRIBUTOR

GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR A COPY OF THE
CATALOGUE FOR YOUR CAR-
IT’S YOUR PASSPORT TO THE BEST PARTS

NEER

THIS IS JUST A
BRIEF SELECTION

SERVICE THERE IS!

ONE FREE

TO EACH OWNER

OF OUR FASTER
MOVING PARTS

ALL RECON FULL ENGINES BUILT TO VERY
HIGH SPECIFICATION, BENCH TESTED &
CARRY 12 MONTHS OR 12000 MILE
GUARANTEE. FITTING ARRANGED FROM £125.
UNLEADED ENGINES, HEADS & SHORT

- ENGINES ALSO AVAILABLE.
|I 7uee PARTS T
rg{ SPITFIRE 1500 £525.00 ex
o e = 1300 £525.00 ex
HE LD (ALL) £580.00 ex
gy ¢ S VITESSE _(ALL) £710.00 ex
THE PARTS Y00 7 N =, GT6___ (ALL) £710.00 ex

0UR
NEED FORY UNLEADED CYLINDER HEADS

— | | SPITFIRE 1500  RECON £195.00 ex
ol NEW £220.00
SPITFIRE 1300  RECON £195.00 ex

GEARBOX (ALL MODELS)

o | 1
& | n
|

NON 0/D (RECON) £165.00 ex
LESS 0/D (RECON)  £165.00 ex
INC 0/D_(RECON) £293.75 ex

DIFFERENTIALS (RECON)
SPITFIRE / GT6  FROM £205.00 ex
HERALD/VITESSE FROM £195.00 ex

R/WING D/SKIN F/BUMPER | R/BUMPER | BONNET | BOOT LID | '/4 VALANCE

HERITAGE HERITAGE
SPITFIRE mk wv/1500) £23.50 | £101.05 £23.50 £17.50 | £195.00 | £195.00 | £529.00 | £129.95 £45.00
GT6 MK3 £23.50 | £101.05 £23.50 £17.50 | £195.00 | £195.00 . i £45.00
HERALD £59.00 £65.00 £38.25 | £17.75 Car Set £99.95 = % %
VITESSE £79.00 £65.00 £38.25 | £17.75 POA ‘ POA - - -

CAR COVERS

TAILORED — TOP QUALITY (ALL MODELS ) £110.00 PRICES LISTED ARE FOR BLACK — OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE
MUDFLAPS (TRIUMPH LOGO) (PR) £12.50 PVC PVC PVC CANVAS MOHAIR
LENHAM HARDTOP (SPIT MKIV/1500) £235.00 ECONOMY  LUX ORIG

£79.00 £99.50 £129.00 £135.00 £215.00
£76.50 £99.50 » £140.00 POA

ALEY ROLLOVER BAR (PADDED) (SPIT IV/1500) £123.50 | | SPITFIRE IV/1500
MOTOLITA STEERING WHEEL SPITFIRE Il

(WOOD OR LEATHER RIM) (ALL MODELS) £95.00 | | HERALD/VITESSE £88.50 £112.00 -  £152.50 £235.00
BRAKES/SUSPENSION
TOP QUALITY TUFTED PILE (STITCHED) DISCS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £16.00 ALL MODELS INC 5 WHEELS,

ALL COLOURS. MOULDED - BLACK ONLY GT6/VITESSE £18.00 FITTINGS & ACCESSORIES
SPITFIRE IV/1500 STITCHED  £74.50 | | pADS  SPITFIRE/HERALD £7.95 | | CHROME £705.00
MOULDED £139.00 GT6/VITESSE £11.75 | | PAINTED £499.99
GT6 MK3 STITCHED ~ £91.50 | | REAR SHOES  SPITFIRE/HERALD £13.50
MOULDED  £182.50 GT6/VITESSE £13.99
HERALD/VITESSE :,,T(;L?_::DD £fz;:g FRSOTI:‘TNEI‘{\(;(I;K ABSORBER (ALL MODELS) . INERTIA INC REEL, STALK,
- . FITTINGS & INSTRUCTIONS
SPAX £43.25 | | SPIT/GT6 (EACH) £28.50

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS KONI £47.50 | | HER/VIT

(EACH) £29.50

FULL SYSTEMS REAR SHOCK ABSORBER (ALL MODELS)
SPITFIRE1500/1300 £134.50 STANDARD £19.50 : m 0
SPITFIRE TUBULAR MANIFOLD £102.95 SPAX £38.25 - '_ ‘_
GT6 MK3 £152.50 KONI £44.00 !
HEARLD £95.75 FRONT SPRINGS FROM £17.50 | )
VITESSE FROM £112.95 REAR SPRINGS FROM £59.00 ; 4 [ L
JP B
UK & EC PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE VAT @ 17.5%. DH( 1
COUNTRY’S OUTSIDE EC PLEASE ENQUIRE. [1UI\
1KS I

HOW TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

Please telephone (01522) 568000 for stock availability, prices, delivery
methods & charges. (UK carriage charges from £2.35 inc vat,
depending on size/weight/method or urgency).

If you hold a credit/debit/charge card, quote us your details by phone,
or fax. You may forward your written order with a cheque or P.0.
(cash by registered mail).

For bank transfer information please phone. Alternatively call in to our
shop & sales counter, where payment by cheque for large orders is
accepted with a cheque card.

A 24 hour ansaphone ordering service is available to card holders.

RIMME

BROSHEERN

QUALITY PARTS FOR TRIUMPH

Rimmer Brothers Ltd, Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln LN4 2NA.
Telephone: (01522) 568000. Fax: (01522) 567600.
OPENING HOURS: MON - FRI 8.30 - 5.30, SAT 8.30 — 1.30.  © COPYRIGHT RIMMER BROTHERS LTD.

DA

ORDER BY PHONE

USE YOUR EY — 8 o

CARD....... =

01522 568000

We reserve the right to alter prices without notice. This advertisement
replaces all previous adverts and offers therein.
All parts offered subject to availability. Errors and Omissions Excepted.




Specialists in:
Servicing MoTs,
Gearboxes,
Mechanical Work,
Engine Work,
Body Work,

Spare Parts.

POLITE
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE ALWAYS
AVAILABLE,
!

CLASSIC

TRIUMPH
W SERVICES
TIMBERTOP FARM,
MAIDSTONE ROAD,

RUXLEY,
KENT.

Workshop:

OISR 309 6254
Mobile:

OPSG 408 278
24 Hr Recovery:
P73 203 272

Ore Iy e o
S, el i, GTh

Based in the S.E. for Service in England and Europe.

\CAE/ CLEARWATER
AUTOMOTIVE
BELECTRIC

A DIFFERENT APPROACH
TO CAR SECURITY.

The CD/SI-501 (patent applied for) looks like just another immobiliser.
But rather than simply preventing the engine from starting, the immobilis-
er allows it to fire - and stops it again approximately 12 seconds later.
Funjhe_r attempts at starting the engine are met with the same response.
This gives the impression of an engine fault which on carburettor fed cars
also encourages flooding of the carburettor which will result in a genuine
problem. With discreet installation of the unit and key switch it could cost
the potential thief the one thing they usually haven't got when stealing a

o --.TIME.

P re—
tasd

P
IS ‘(;9

~G

(Available in positive or negative earth.)
The CD/S-501 is £39.95 + £2.75pp inc VAT.

Also on offer is the more advanced

CD/SI-511 at £49.95 + £2.75pp inc VAT [Mmm

For more details or to order:
(_TEL/ FAX: ©638 730983 )

Clearwater Automotive Electric, 2 The Close, Kennett,
Nr Newmarket, Suffolik CB8 7RA.

BEAT THIS! CAR CARPETS

®@ S5 YEARS GUARANTEE
FREE 2" THICK SOUNDPROOFING KIT WITH EVERY CARPET

NUMBER.

‘PRICES INCLUDE VAT  ALL COLOURS
AND POSTAGE’ SEVEN DAYS
0933 223602 AWEEK

Alfa Romeo, Alvis, American, Aston Martin,
Audi, Austin, Bedford, Bentley, BMW,
Bristol, Citroen, Colt, Daf, Daihatsu,
Datsun, Ferrari, Fiat, Ford, Healey, Honda, ©
Hyundai, Isuzu, Jaguar, Jeep, Jensen, Lada,
Lamborghini, Lancia, Land-Rover, Limousines, Lotus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG,
Mini, Mitsubishi, Morgan, Nissan, NSU, Opel, Panther, Peugeot, Porsche,
Rover, Range-Rover, Reliant, Renault, Rolls-Royce, Saab, Seat, Skoda,
Subaru, Sunbeam, Suzuki, Talbot, Toyota, Triumph, Vauxhall, Volkswagen,

Volvo, Yugo. Sets from £25. MOST CARS AVAILABLE

FULL SET

£8 LESS
THAN ANYBODY
ELSE

SPORTS CAR HOODS FROM £55. NOT MADE FROM UNSUPPORTED PLASTIC

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE. FiND THE LOWEST PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE FOR
YOUR CAR, KNOCK OFF £5 AND SEND US A CHEQUE OR QUOTE CARD

V'NYL ROOF KITS/HOODS INTERIOR AHréaDLIN!NGS

Available for ALMOST ANY car in
black, grey, dark biue, white, light/-
dark brown vinyl with leather grain
finish. Raised saddie stitched
seams. 5-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL
GUARANTEE — if it loses its ap-
pearance another will be sent FREE

\/ r/! FROM ONLY
£17.%

 £4 50

COMPLETE p&p

EASY 85933»«65 All kits include

E LOOK EDGING, AD-
TO FIT HESIVE AND INSTRUCTIONS.
5 YEAR State type of car. SOUND

MADE FROM PROOFING M.
GUARANTEE ouaLTy Tipe Ve ik, 54" wele, 55,50 aor
ATERIALS d, add £4.50 P&P. C

SPORTS CAR HOODS 1ol 38" wid €7 50 v verar
MGB 265 - Midget £55  FROM ONLY ¥ide £15 per yarc

Spitfire £55 £17.50 . SUZUKI 413, 410,
Vit/Her. £65 £4.50 PP 30V, Fo0, F10, Fot, ROCKeY AND
TR7 £65 - TR6 £75  COMPLETE F80.

‘Our products are advertised by us in motoring magazines in the Unites States, Canada, Australia, Germany, ltaly, Holland and Scandinavia.

PHONE 0933 223602. Quote name and address, post code, car, year, colour,
card number or CALL OUR DESPATCHER DIRECT on 0933 223602, 8am to 5pm Mon. to Friday, 8am to 1.30pm
Saturday and Sunday. PRICES INCLUDE VAT. Send cheques/POs. 100% satisfaction or if returned within 14
days, your money back. (Proprietor P.G. & S.M. Hughes).

MOTOR UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES, 14 ANNE ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS

MOT/UPH/494

‘
e

car into the most ecological energy source of all — wind power. At only
£19.99 the charger comes with full operating instructions and handy

PVC carrying pouch. .
John R Davies

2 RAIN-X DOES IT WORK ?

At the risk of sounding like Michael Fish doing a forecast, there’s good
news and there’s bad news.

The good news: During the winter of 1993/94 | was using my
Vitesse for regular weekend commuting between Wiltshire and
Lincolnshire. At the time the wiper wheel boxes were worn and the
wipers were not too efficient, so I tried Rain X.

it was brilliant. At anything above town traffic speeds there was no
need for anything more than an occasional wash/wipe to remove
muck, the rain beaded up and ran off as if by magic, just as advertised.

Following this impressive result, | then applied the product to my
Cavalier. Now for the bad news: On the first outing, the screen devel-
oped a milky/opaque film, like a heavy build up of traffic fume film. |
tried all manner of solvents, bathroom cleaners etc to remove it but to
no avail, only time and UVs have removed the coating. Whether 1 did
not clean the screen properly before application (I think | did) or it
reacted badly with some other element (a certain screen wash per-
haps?). | don’t know, but the result was a real mess.

So from my experience Mac, the answer to your question is: When it
is good, it is very good, but when it is bad, it is not.

Colin Blackburn

HoPES FOR 1995 2

| don't think | will make any resolutions for the new year as they are so
hard to keep but I have some hopes for 1995:-

Hope | get my Spitfire and get it on the road for the summer.

Hope | can get to Stafford and Leatherhead again.

Hope the Government gives up the idea of ‘rolling’ road tax.

Hope people wear their baseball caps the right way round — better still,
stop wearing them.

Hope | come across at least one lorry that waits for me to go past
before pulling out to overtake another vehicle.

Hope cyclists start to use some lights at night and read the Highway
Code.

Hope | don't have to replace any rear wheel bearings so | don’t have to
pull any hubs.

Hope BMW continue to support the British Motor Industry and espe-
cially ‘our’ cars.

Hope the ‘Big Breakfast’ lose their licence in 1995.

Hope some drivers give up using their mobile ‘phones whilst they are
driving.

Hope nobody else gets a ‘Gas Board’ rise this year.

Hope | get the carbs sorted on the GT6 soon.

Hope | manage to see some TSSC racing this season.

Finally best wishes to all club members for 1995, good luck and every

SucCcess.
John Arnold

. WHY NoT
TRY IT?

Having just finished reading a
Haynes manual about bodywork
repairs wherein brush painting is
discussed in a single paragraph, it
was refreshing and informative to
read the professional description
of how to do it in the January
‘Courier’ by Arthur Hopkins.

My experience has been limit-
ed to brush painting three cars
(with a 10 year interval between
each), namely an Austin Nippy,
Armstrong Siddeley Lancaster
and a Herald. The results were
very satisfactory and long lasting
and | am sure would have been
even better had | worked to an
action plan similar to that
explained by Arthur.

So little appears in print about
coachpainting that one could be
forgiven for thinking there is a
conspiracy to promote the sale of
spraying paraphernalia the cost
of which represents a great num-
ber of high quality brushes, cans
of thinner and paint. Why not try
it?




O’Groats, Land’s End to London in 48 hours in an everyday motorcar
and enjoy a weekends motoring, (some people have a weird idea of
enjoyment!). At the time of the first run each one of the six Triumph
models then being manufactured was represented by the six cars taking
part, these being Triumph 1300, 2000 MkI, Herald 1200, Vitesse 1600,
Spitfire Mkl and TR4A. The event is now run bi- yearly and so far 45 dif-
ferent models and 259 Triumph cars have taken part.

Listed below are the numbers of TSSC models participating (inc. 1994).

Herald 948 4 Herald S 3
Vitesse 2 Litre Mkl! 18 Spitfire Mk4 8
Herald 1200 1 Courier Van 4
Spitfire Mkl 1 Spitfire 1500 7
Herald 12/50 2 Vitesse 1600 4
Spitfire Mkl 3 GT6 Mkl 1
Herald 13/60 12 Vitesse 2 Litre Mki 5
Spitfire Mkill 3 GT6 Mkt 1

GT6 Mkl 2

Each team of drivers is given a road book containing a suggested
route and timings for the various stages, including earliest and latest
time of arrival and departure for the start and finish of each stage. On
route you have to obtain 12 signatures at control stops (including the
start and finish). The suggested timings usually allow you to make up
time if you are behind

able order. We take great pleasure in participating in many events
throughout the year and have driven to Europe for both the Spitfire
weekend in Holland and S.T.L.R. in Belgium. Though not what we con-
sider a serious concours entrant, we have nevertheless had a fair
amount of success among which have been Best Spitfire (original) at
Stafford 1990 and Best Post 1970 Spitfire in Holland in 1990, 1992 and
1993. Though we are the first to admit our car is pampered, we also
enjoy driving her and do so regardless of rain or shine.

Once we had committed ourselves to entering the

and they are worked out
with a 948 Herald in
mind, so any club cars
should be able to do the
run in 48 hours.

We own a Spitfire
MkIV (ULT 922M) affec-
tionately known as
Mabel, which is our cher-
ished pride and joy, She
was purchased in 1985 in
what was a rather tired
condition. Since then she
has undergone a full
restoration and an almost
ongoing process of repair
and maintenance as you
strive to improve and
keep the car in good reli-

une

The Round Britain Reliability
Run has been organised by Club

Triumph  (previously Club
Triumph North London) since
1966. The idea of the first run
was to see if it was possible to
drive from London to john

FANCY A SPIN LUV? v

ROUND BRITAIN IN A WEEKEND !

@ VICTOR & VIVIEN THOMPSON

oo Jﬂhﬂ“O’Gr@aﬁt

Postcards purchased at John O’ Groats & Lan

event, realisation of what this involved started to dawn
on us, 2000 miles in 48 hours. Was our car up to it,
indeed were we up to it for that matter? All through
this year as we have enjoyed the unusually good sum-
mer and many top down miles of motoring in Mabel
we have somehow dismissed the im-

Annis and Peter to attend the dri-
vers meeting at the Plough at
Crews Hill in North London. The
reason for this meeting was to go
over the organisation of the run
and talk us through the route. All
the crews received their packs
including route plan and stickers
for the cars to identify them,
advertise the run and the fact
that it is in aid of Leukaemia
Research. This also gave us
opportunity to meet Derek
Pollock the club secretary and
someone who has taken part in
every Round Britain Reliability
Run. He went through the practi-
calities of the run eg., timing of
the route, obtaining signatures at
the various control points and
general tips on taking part. For
those who had taken part before
this must have been a case of
over familiar ground, however, as
we were new to the event, we
found this very informative and
useful. Most seemed mindful of
the challenge to both driver and
car. One chap commented all he
needed was a trailer with a spare

car, just in case!
Well the big day was now
approaching

pending date of the 7th October as
seeming a long way off, but before
long the end of September arrived
and prompted us to urgently consid-
er what needed to be done to get
Mabel ready.

Every year in the spring we under-
take a full service and check every-
thing, problems are dealt with as

Most seemed mindful of the
chiallenge to both driver and car.
One chap commented all he
needed was a trailer witha
spare car, just in case!

ever faster and
so final prepa-
rations were
being made.
Annis and
Peter were to
attempt the
run in their
Herald 13/60
estate (Eric)

and when they occur. Therefore,
generally speaking there were no
" ‘major problems anticipated. Victor double checked
everything, changed the oil, oil filter, air filters,
changed gearbox oil, checked the diff. oil level, oiled
and greased the front and rear trunnions, checked and adjusted the tim-
ing and dwell angle, checked and balanced the carbs, flushed and
changed coolant, checked and ‘adjusted brakes. She did have a slight
problem of a knocking U] on the off-side drive shaft, which was cured
by insertion of oversized circlips, courtesy of John Kipping. We reas-
sured ourselves that everything that could reasonably be checked had
been checked and the car was as ready as it could be.
We travelled down to London on Monday 26th September with

End during the run.

and we had
decided where possible to stay
together along the route. As the
cars were reasonably compara-
ble in engine size we thought
staying together shouldn’t be a
problem. From experience Annis
and Peter found it useful to use a
CB radio to communicate
between cars, they had their own
radio and we borrowed one from
Chris, Annis’s cousin. (Chris was
desperately disappointed not to
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do the run this time,
never mind, year after
next eh!). The radios
were installed and we
went over what
spares we were going
to take, obviously
there is a limit to
what you can take.
There is also a limit
to what you can do
in terms of repairs as
time is at a premium,
therefore we limited
the spares to the
basics:- plugs, points,
condenser, rotor arm,
HT leads, bulbs,
fuses, hoses, master /
slave cylinder repair
kits, various gaskets,
fan belt, coolant for
radiator, oil, brake
and clutch fluid,
basic tool kit, socket set, span-
ners, screwdrivers etc, and of
course an emergency 2 gallon
tank of petrol. We had decided
to mount the spare wheel on a
boot rack in order to provide
more space in the boot.
Obviously we were going to be
spending a long time in the car
therefore, it was important to
keep the interior free of clutter
and only to take out of the boot
what was needed between stops
eg. drinks and snacks. Actually,
minus the spare wheel it was
amazing what we were able to fit
into the boot. A coolbox contain-
ing drinks and food, a small bag
held what basic changes of
clothes we might need and we
included our first aid kit. In the
event of the worst happening we
had our National Breakdown
card handy so we knew we
would get home safe, but of
course we weren’t going to need
this — were we? So there we
were, the car was cleaned, stick-
ers applied (including a reflective
sticker for the rear window to let

-

Annis, Peter, Vivien and Victor Before the Run.

other drivers know you are part or the run should you have difficulty).
The car was fuelled and loaded with all the aforementioned items
plus lots and lots of cassettes, we were ready, we thought!

papers) we eventually got into the pub to have lunch.

We left Todwick at about 2.00pm and set off on the 170
mile trip down the M1 to London. Victor drove as Vivien
was going to drive on the start of the run. The journey was
quite uneventful, although the CB wasn't working as well
as we had hoped. Annis and Peter could hear us but we
couldn’t hear them too clearly. We had no problem finding
the Plough having been to the drivers meeting and the
traffic wasn’t too bad, so it took us about three hours to
get there.

The car park was fairly large and there was a section set
aside for us. With the banners all round and other people
arriving for the run our excitement started to mount. The
cars were arranged in the car park in order of engine size
as the smaller engined cars were to set off first, so we
found our allotted parking space and parked Mabel for the
longest rest she was going to have for the next two days.

The first thing was to take our road book in to get the all
important first signature. We had a look around some of
the other cars that were already there, then we went in to
have a light meal and try to calm our nerves. When we got
back outside the car park was full and people were getting
ready for the off as it was almost 7 o’clock. There was a
photographer just inside the entrance to the car park
to photograph the cars as they filed past one at a time and out of the car
park. The first off was a Courier van and then the Heralds including
Annis and Peter in Eric. These were followed by the Spitfire 1300s first.
After a brief pause in front of the banners for a photograph, past the
chequered flag then waved out of the car park by a policeman, yes, this

After a leisurely breakfast we got ourselves ready then
loaded up the car. We drove to Annis and Peter’s getting
there about 11.00am. At about 11.20 a photographer arrived
to take some pictures for the South Yorkshire Times (the first
of many photocalls). This over we set off for the Red Lion at
Todwick, a village near Sheffield where we decided to have
lunch and had arranged to meet the odd photographer or
four. As we parked the cars in the car park a chap from the
Star was already waiting for us. First he took pictures of
Mabel and us, then brought in Eric, Annis and Peter, then we
moved Mabel and he photographed Eric and his owners.
When he léft we went into the pub to find John Bates club
member from our area who is a freelance photographer who
was taking pictures for the Barnsley Chronicle and with him
was a guy from the Dearne Valley Weekender, so it was out-
side again to pose by our cars with smiles fixed in place.
After several poses of both couples with their respective cars
and then all four of us with both cars we were just off to get
lunch when another car pulled in, this one being the man
from the Yorkshire Post.

As their paper was almost ready to go to print his space was
limited and he took one picture of the four of us with Mabel. So after
fixing our smiles in place for one last time (there were no more local

The start of the run. Eric (Annis and Peter’s car) and friends.

was it! After all the months of waiting and planning we were off! The
evening was bright and cool and ideal weather for the event. However,
the reality of it all still hadn't really sunk in, driving along the busy dual

carriageway of the A10 this
could have been any one of
many trips out in Mabel. The first
leg of the journey (146 miles)
took us to Blythe Services on the
A1l. This was as it happened
quite uneventful. Annis and Peter
made it past Grantham (which
was as far as they got the last
time they attempted the run in
1992), something of a psycholog-
ical landmark for them, and we
eventually arrived at Blythe at
about 9.50pm. We felt some
relief at having reached the first
control point and were met by
some friends and family of Annis
and Peter’s who had brought us
flasks of hot drinks and scones
to nibble as well as words of
encouragement. Others were not
quite as fucky as us. We saw one
car with all of one side jacked up
and Malcolm Liptrott appeared
to be contemplating doing a bit
of panel beating as his rear
wheel arches were catching the
tyres. Several people were
checking oil levels etc. and Peter
had Eric’s bonnet up topping up
the oil level, something he was
to do at almost every stop.

Victor took over the driving as
we rejoined the A1 to continue
on what for us was familiar terri-
tory. As we neared the junction
with the A635 we almost turned
off as at this point we were only
five miles from home and at
10.45pm our bed was beckon-
ing, but we resisted the tempta-
tion and continued on our way.
We stayed on the Al up to
Bishop Auckland where we
joined the A68. This road was
also familiar to us as we have
travelled this way to attend the
TSSC Camping Weekend on two
occasions except this time we
passed there and carried on to
Corbridge which was the second
check point 133 miles from
Blythe. *

TO BE CONTINUED...
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THE CLASSIC SPORTSCAR
= WORKSHOP =

\—0181-886-0323—/

UNITS 1 to 9, 37 HIGH ST, SOUTHGATE

A g

LONDON N14
WE ARE A NEW COMPANY

Whose partners have over 20 years

experience with Triurnph Sports Cars 3‘-'; i
(including ex-factory staff). =

WE COVER ALL ASPECTS OF RESTORATIONS & MECHANICAL WORK
IN OUR FULLY EQUIPPED BODYSHOP/WORKSHOP
From chassis-off rebuilds to MoT work, crash repairs

WANTED - SPITFIRES, exchange engines, gearboxes overdrives
MoT FAILURES OR & differentials & servicing

RUNNING SPITFIRES FOR
SPARE OR REP AIR WE CARRY MANY NEW AND
ANYTHING 2ND HAND PARTS IN STOCK
FOR YOUR VEHICLE

CONSIDERED
WE FREE INSPECTIONS
o VWA & AT OUR WORKSHOPS

OFFER

Before you buy, technical advice & valuations

OR FREE RECOVERY
up to 25 miles if your vehicle
is unable to make the journey

OR FREE MoT TESTS
Eull We pay for the MoT Test
Service £65.00 + Parts and VAT

MON-FRIDAY 9.00 - 6.30 -
SATURDAY 9.00 - 4.30

VILLAGE
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N7

SOUTHGATE
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CLHB HEABQUARTERS

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£29.00 UK £30.00 EUROPE £34.00 OVERSEAS

Please only contact the relevant secretary with specific ques-
tions on each model and ONLY at reasonable times.

Remember this is a voluntary service and each secretary will
only deal with problems and enquiries in his own specific
area and car model.

RENEWALS.
£27.00 UK £30.00 EUROPE £34.00 OVERSEAS

TECHNICAL SECRETARY:
Carl Heinlein, St Davids, Chepstow Road, Langstone, Gwent. NP6 2JR.
Tel: 01633 412377 (between 6-7pm)
HERALD 948/1200
Chris Longhurst, 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon. OX12 7PT.

HERALD 13/60
Phil Willson, 37 The Grove, North Cray, Sidcup Kent. DA14 5NG.
Tel: 0181 302 0059 (7-9pm only)

SPITFIRE Mk 1/11/111
Brett Dennis, 284A Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts. EN11 ORX.
Tel: 01992 448542 (7-9pm)

TSSC OFFERS HOTLINE
Tel: 01858 434424

SPITFIRE Mk 1V/ 1500
John Thomason, TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics, LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

~T'ssc Insurance
QUOTAT10N5 FOOTMAN JAMES.&.CO LTC
i 1. 6262 FAX: 0121 5590814
VALU)"\TION SERVICE TRUDI SQUBBS
TSSC, Main Street Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TE.
CTELT0T858 434424 FAX: 01858431936

VITESSE 1600/ Mk 1/ 11
Mac Reynolds, ‘Burrows Mill’, Beeny, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 OHL.

Tssc Hanosook

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

Tssc Viogo Lisrary

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

Tssc Orrirs-
TSSC Mam Street Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX 0']858 431936

Ric Scnens

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 431936

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

M acazivg Cory Dare
All magazine material must be received by the 15th
of each month prior to the month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try and
work well in advance of the deadline.
TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01 858 468228

Tssc Accounrs
BILL SUNDERLAND (Club Manager)

TSSU SER VICES & W’F[M’IM 1995

Tel: 01858 434424  FAX: 01858 468228

TSSC, Main Street, Lubenham, Leics LE16 9TF.

GTé6 MkI/ 11/ 111
Gordon Hulmes, 101 Kensington Rd.,Oakhill, Stoke on Trent. ST4 5BD.
Tel: 01782 746793

BOND
Bruce Pilbrough, 16 Arnhem Rd., Preston Lancs. PR 4QL.
Tel: 01772 791378 (7 -9pm)

SPECIALS
Trevor Collett, 14 Lodge Rd., Fetcham, Surrey. KT22 9QY.
Tel: 01372 376661

AMPHICAR
David Chapman, 5 Sheringham Rd., Worcester. WR5 3RA.
Tel: 01905 763192

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON SECRETARY
Le’on Guyot, 5 Kenilworth Ave., Wimbledon, London. SW19 7LN.
Tel: 0181 947 7659 FAX: 0181 947 7659 (12 mid. 7.30 am only)

RACE LIAISON SECRETARY
Dawd Barnes, 7 Kedeston Court, Hurst Court Rd., Sutton, Surrey. SM1 3)G.
Tel: 0181 641 1423

EQUIPMENT STORES - LIAISON OFFICERS
Stuart Newbould, 242 Bradford Rd., Otley, West Yorkshire. L521 3LT.
Tel: 01943 463240
Chris Mills, 29 Carisbrooke Ave., High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 4NL.
Tel: 01494 463422

EVENTS AND EQUIPMENT
TSSC OFFICE, Main Street Lubenham, Leics. LE16 9TF.
Tel: 01858 434424 FAX: 01858 431936

ARCHIVIST & LIBRARIAN
Mike Costigan,'Dumble Rise’,38 Ridgeway, Southwell,Notts. NG25 0DU.
Tel: 01636 814050

NATIONAL CONCOURS ORGANISER
Dave Beardsley, 10 Sworder Close, Luton. LU3 4B).
Tel: 01582 493905

SHOW CAR REGISTER
Vicki Benson, 78 Barley Mow Ln., Catshill, Worcs. B61 OLP.
Tel: 01527 877059

AREA LIAISON
Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berks. SL5 8EN.

@

Bell Stainless Steel Exhausts & Manifolds-All Club Cars  Roll Burs FIA Spec & Road Use Front & Rear Cages
Spax Adjustable Dampers Powder Coated Springs Seat Belts Inertia Static Lap Belts & Racing Harness
K & N Filters Goodridge Hoses Oil Coolers Halon Fire Extinguishers Full Alarm Systems
Electric Fans Electronic Ignitions Plus Much Much More Steering Wheel Locks

PRODUCTS ORDERS HOTLINE
NOW IN STOCK /| | (¢ 0858 434424

Steel & Alloy Wheels Burr Walnut Dashboards & Door Mig Welders Compressors Pressure Washers
Cappings Motolita & Mountey Steering Wheels Air Tools Engine Stands Socket Sets Joddlers
Alloy Rocker Covers Boot Racks Car Overmats Torque Wrenches Crimpers Hub Pullers Spring Lifters
Number Plates Mudflaps Plus Much Much More Spring Compressors Door Gap Adjusters




