W/Wheel Adaptor £23.50 Chrome Wheel Trim (Set of 4) £27.50

2 Eared Spinner £11.50 Hub Cap P.O.A.
3 Eared Spinner £14.00 Wheel Stud £0.94
Continental Spinner * £11.50 Special Nut (for Adaptor) £0.50
Copper & Hide Hide Hammer £8.50 Chrome Nut (Set of 16) £19.50
Zinc/Alloy Hammer £4.95 Plastic Ring.(Set of 16) £3.50
Wire Wheel Cleaning Brush £3.90 Wire Wheel Chrome £79.00
Spinner Spanner £3.90 Wire Wheel Silver £45.00
Alloy Wheel Trim (Set of 4) £12.50 Spitfire Mk4 Re-Con Wheel (Ex ) £29.50

Chrome Wire Wheel Kit -
4 Chrome Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts £445.00

Silver Wire Wheel Kit -
4 Silver Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts £309.95

All prices are correct at time of going to press although subject to change without prior notice
All Prices Exclude V.A.T. & Carriage Access & Barclaycard Welcome

[
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INVITED CLUBS AND REGISTERS

The Triumph Sports Six Club Club Triumph Triumph Enthusiasts Club Belgium
The Pre-1940 Triumph Owners Club  The Standard Motor Club Triumph TR Register Belgium
The Triumph TR Register Triumph TR Drivers Club Triumph Touring Club

The Standard Register Club Triumph Holland Spitfire Club De France
Triumph 2000/2500/2.5 PI Register ~ Stag Club Nederland Triumph Club De France
Triumph 1300 Register Dolomite Club Nederland Triumph TR Club France
Triumph Stag Owners Club TR Club Holland Spitfire Club Deutschland
Triumph Sporting Club Triumph Spitfire Club Spitfire Freunde Berlin

The Triumph Roadster Club TR Club der Schweiz Spitfire Owners Club Osnabruck
The Triumph Mayflower Club TR Club Sweden Spitfire Club Baden

The Triumph Razoredge Owners Club Triumph Spitfire Club Sweden Dansk Triumph Automobie! Club

The Vintage Triumph Register of the United States of America

ILANMIPOIRT [HAILL
NORTHANTS

SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

On A508 between Northampton and Market Harborough

Entry forms from John Cudmore, Up Country, High Street
Stonesfield, Oxford, OX7 2PU. With SAE please.

b4
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Editorial

What a superb International!!

After our best International yet, some 3000 people attending
over the two days, it highlights the size of the TSSC. To
everyone who attended, thank you, to everyone who helped
stage the event, thank you. The effort many members a'nd
TSSC officials made gave us as a club the largest gathering
ever of Club Cars — lets hope next years event — Ju!y
13th-14th at Stafford will have the same enthusiastic
attendance.

Apologies — some register news has not made this Courier.
Bumper crop next month!

2 Hermitage Lane London SE25

081-654 2211
b

O
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® [ull Body Shop @ Jig Facilies  ® MOT & Repairs @ Service & Tuning
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® Chassis Repairs @ Hoods & Repairs ® Cars Bought & Sold ® 24 Hour Recovery _
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ENTHUSIASM!!

I feel full of enthusiasm just at the moment! well I'm writing
this having really enjoyed a superb weekend: On Saturday
we drove the Vitesse to Prescott Hillclimb for the Vintage
Sports Car Practice and on Sunday attended the Leicester
Sunshine Rally. What a great event, in such superb surroun-
dings. With around 750 Triumphs, eighteen trade stands and
lots besides, it was great to be with fellow enthusiasts - and
to put the icing on the cake driving back in the evening sun,
in the Vitesse, with the hood down, was pure enjoyment.
You may remember that | had been having trouble with the
SU carbs getting too hot. The new heat shields have totally
cured the problem and even in these extreme temperatures
of late, the car has behaved superbly. The engine itself
however still gets hot very quickly if the car is caught in stop-
ped traffic. The solution | think will have to be a new Kenlow
fan.

THE LEAD PETROL PROBLEM

Last August | wrote a fairly detailed articlie about Lead free
Heads.

John Kipping (Triumph Spares) who can supply Lead Free
Heads for Club Cars, tells me a lot of members are still quite
confused about this issue. According to John the only
modification that is needed for all "our” cars is to fit exhaust
valve seat inserts and new TRW exhaust valves.
Notwithstanding the environmental arguments, the price dif-
ferential of Unleaded petrol (can be as much as 14p per gallon
cheaper) should be making most of us think twice.

Yet John has only sold around 150 heads over the last year,
and virtually all of these have been for the 1300 and 1500
engines. Of those sold, only a handful have been the "do-it-
yourself” Kits.

Converting the late Vitesse and GT6 head is more difficult
due to the closeness of the valves. Rumours abound and !
believe some people may have been put off because of
stories about cracking heads, loss of power etc. John fits all
six cylinder heads with Mk1 valves and seats as this helps
to space the valves further apart to stop cracking from the
heat. Interestingly he tells me that there appears to be no
noticeable reduction in power, although there is a slightly
higher tendency for the engine to pink (" nothing excessive”).
At £115 exchange for the 4 cylinder engine and £195 ex-
change for the 6 cylinder (including VAT) this is not a lot of
money to get a rebuilt head with new valves, springs, guides
etc. whilst doing your bit for the environment and saving you
money on petrol into the bargain. You can contact John Kip-
ping on Coventry 0203-683926.

If any member feels they would like to share their experience
of driving on a Lead Free Head with other members, | am
sure this would be very well received. A short note on overall
engine performance, fuel consumption, impact on power (if
any) etc. is all that would be required. | will collate the
responses and put something in a future Courier. Please ad-
dress your input to me at:

John Grifiths, 6 Chuzzlewit Drive, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 4XQ

MODERN CAR INSURANCE

It's always rather exciting to launch a new service for Club members
particularly when it means further added value for those who par-
ticipate. This month | am very pleased to confirm that as from the
Ist September, Footman James can arrange cover for your modern
car as well as your Club car at special rates.

Inserted with this Courier is an information leaflet which has a sim-
ple to complete form on the reverse for those of you wanting to
obtain a “no obligation” quotation. You can, of course, telephone
Footman James for an even faster service. .
By adding this important new facility to our Insurance service, means
that members will have the added advantage of keeping all their
car insurance under one roof without the hassie of having to deal
with two separate brokers. And into the bargain we have suc-
cessfully negotiated a 15% discount off normal DOMINION rates.
What’s more, the Club benefits by receiving a small commission for
every policy written, so those of you taking out cover will also be
helping Club funds.

The cover options include 3rd Party, 3rd Party Fire and Theft and
Fully Comprehensive. All policies will be underwritten by the Clubs
underwriter namely DOMINION INSURANCE CO. LTD.,

At the moment, this offer is only available to members over 25 who
already have a Club car insured. If it is successful, | am sure, in time,
we will be able to extend it to all members.

A QUOTATION COSTS NOTHING, BUT MAY SAVE YOU POUNDS.
WHY NOT COMPLETE THE FORM TODAY AND SEE WHAT YOU
CAN SAVE.

As a Club we would be very interested to hear how successful
you think this new service is. Let us know what you find. How
competitive are the rates. Is the scheme flexible enough to meet
your needs and has it made your life simpler by combining your

insurance requirements, Drop me a line with good or bad news!

CLUB PREMISES

That's almost it for this month, but in closing can | again thank all
those of you who have made a contribution towards the Club
Building Fund. This now stands at a very encouraging £4800.00.

We haven't actually found the
right premises yet, but are work-
ing hard to do so and will keep
you posted monthly on progress.
If you haven't made a contribu-
tion yet, please do so if you can.
We do need your support. All you
have to do is send a cheque
payable to the TRIUMPH
SPORTS SIX CLUB BUILDING
FUND. Pop it in an envelope
marked FREEPOST and address
is to the Ciub Office at 1218, St.
Mary’s Rd, Market Har-
borough,leics. LE16 7FX.
PLEASE NOTE: All members
donating £40 or more will have
their name permanently inscrib-
ed on a display wall in the new
building. Please indicate, when
sending your cheque, how your
name should be inscribed (e.g. P.
Curtiss or Peter Curtis etc)).

TSSC Building Fund - Members helping the way forward

Mr R Thorne

Mr & Mrs H. Axon
Mr M Churchilt
Mr D Blackburn
Mrs C Judge
Miss C Dalzell

Mr N Penistone
Mr J Little

Mr N Beard

Mr D May

Mr N Rendell

Mr S Mcintyre
Mr J Draycon

Mr E Stubart

Mr V Sibbring

Mr G Robinson
Mr R Twigg

Mr L Guvyot

Mr P Allen

Ms J O'Kane

Mr B Howell

Mr K Oliver

Mr B Hammerling
Mr B Hammerling

Mr J Griffiths

Mr G Walker

Mr D Wittamore
Mr & Mrs P Evans
Mr A Smith

Mr D Bavliss

Mrs S Bavyliss

Mr | Rogerts

Mr R Winthringham-
Smethhurst

Mr P Nobie

Mr P Cross

Mr M
Holcingsworth

Mr P Slotsveen
Mr D E Tunbridge
Mr E Price

Miss J Hovyle

Mr & Mrs W Sunderland
Mr D Hood

Mr A Wootton
Mr N Hayward
Mr R Green

Mr G Chomette

Mr A Mackie
Mr R Kelly

Mr R Edwards
Mr N Smithers
Mr | French
Mr K Francis
Mr T Hall

Mr M J Tarry
Mr G Miiller

Mrs G Edwards

Mr D Evans
Mr D Hill

Mr D Bruce
Mr A Bail

Mr R Rogans
Mr P Vos

Mr A Willson
Mr R Browne
Mr N Cooper
Mr [ Hoy

Mr J Sune Petersson

Mr Neil Carter
Mr E Corbett

Mr R A McClellan
B.W. & E.F.O. Watson
Mr S B Wrenn

Mr R Bradfield

Mr R Nunn

Mr J Weston

Mr R Braney

Mr J Poole

Mr P Girling

Mr M Andrews

Mr Pedro lvo Correia
Carvalho

Mr Simon Hubbard
Mr J Hughes

Mr D Crook

Mr Hugo W Van Den Berg
Mr D Tourle

Mr A Jarvis

Mr A Schilthuizen
Mr G Pullen

Mr E Swindelis

Mr B Lemmy

Mr D Kenning
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TELEPHONE UPDATE SERVICE - (0898) 664361

This is a new 24 hour service available to anyone requiring up-to-
date information on the activities and services of the Triumph Sports
Six Club.

We have an exclusive number that you can telephone, which is
separated into 5 lines supplying information on the following
options:

. Events

. Membership/Spares

. Insurance

. Special Offers

. Spares Advice

By calling this line you will receive the latest information on events
which will be updated on a weekly basis or general information
on membership and spares. An update on the Insurance Scheme.
A Special Offers line, giving you current information on our own
offers situation, together with general spares advice.

If you require information on forthcoming events, please ring this
new number, as it will relieve a considerable amount of calls to
the Club Office and don’t forget this new line is a 24 hour service
and is updated weekly.

Please try and support this service whenever possible as we are
hoping this comprehensive line will be of great benefit to members,
in addition to the existing Club Office number which is manned
during office hours.

WM =

STOLEN TRAILER

Stolen at this years International at Stafford. Low loading specialist
car transporter. Recently refurbished. If anyone spotted this trailer
in or around the show being taken away empty, ring Chic Doig
(0592) 206439. Look carefully at the photo as this is a pretty rare
one made by lvor Williams. Chic would also be interested in buy-
ing an identical trailer if you have one. Obviously Chic was left in
a big mess after the show and also had traveled the furthest
distance. Let’s catch them! Ring Chic or the Club Office NOW!

B The COURIER

Open-top
opens hearts

Suddenly London has become a dif-
ferent place for me. Not because of
the sun, which, after all, just shows up
the dirt, but because for the past cou-
ple of weeks | have been driving my
beautiful new Triumph Vitesse. (Well
it's new to me, it was actually built in
1971).
Friends who are cyclists have been
telling me for years that the London
road network has become a single,
spreading pothole.
But until [ tried it on a 20-year-old
suspension system, | thought they
were exaggerating. They exaggerate
not a jot.
However, there’s a good side to open-
top London, | had forgotten just how
friendly Londoners could be. It seems
that everyone’s first car was a Vitesse
and it is impossible to stop at a set of
lights without an ex-Vitesse owner tell-
ing you how much they loved the car
and how sick they are that they trad-
ed it in for a Mk |l Cortina in 1973,
(extract from Evening Standard)

‘KEEP ON RUNNING’

Dear Courier,
| found this picture in a spare copy of
an out-of-print book called ‘ROCK EX-
PLOSION'. if, like me, you are a fan
not only 60’s cars (with the Triumph
models at No 1) but ALSO of 60’s
music — then this pic of the Spencer
Davis group in their lovely Vitesse is
a real treat!!
| know Steve Winwood (bottom right)
is still alive and well — 1 wonder if the
car is too?! Does it ‘Keep on Runn-
ing’?! (sorryl). By the way, as a new
member, I've already found the TSSC
very helpful in providing contacts for
spare parts etc. Thanks!!
All the best

Celia Biscoe (89/28444)

further information
Jonty Wild
0858 467710

What's
n Next 7

N A T 1

SEPTEMBER:

Sat/Sun 1 & 2 - 9TH NORTH YORKSHIRE CONCOURS & MOORS RUN, The Blacksmiths Arms Hotel,
Hartoft End, Rosedale Abbey, Nr Pickering, N Yorks. - Peter Johnstone, 0757-618787.

Sun 9 - WAC (WORCESTER AREA CONCOURS), Avoncroft Museum, Stoke Heath, Nr Bromsgrove.

Sun 16 - STIR (Standard Triumph International Raily) Lamport Hall Northamptonshire ©0858) 467710.
JANUARY 1991:

FriiSat/Sun 18, 19 & 20 - TSSC WINTER WEEKEND, Fosse Manor Hotel, Stow on the Wold, Glos. (booking
essential) - John Cudmore, 0993-89555.

REGIONA AL

O N A L E V E N T S

EVENTS

SEPTEMBER:
Sat/Sun 15 & 16 - The BOND EQUIPE WEEKEND - Sheffield venue TBA - Peter Jacklin, 0733-232818.

NATIONAL/L OCAL S HOWS

INDOOR SHOWS: ‘

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER:

Fri/fSat/Sun 30, 1 & 2 - The NATIONAL CLASSIC CAR SHOW, NEC, (National Exhibition Centre),
Birmingham, West Mids - Jonty Wiild, 0850-467710.

OUTDOOR SHOWS:

SEPTEMBER:

Sun 9 - The BLUEBELL RAILWAY VINTAGE SUNDAY, Sheffield Park, (between East Grinstead &
Lewes), Sussex - Nigel Wilce, 0273-674248.

Sat/Sun 29 & 30 - The MALVERN 90 - Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs - Dennis 0527-77059

TSSC RACE CHAMPIONSHIP - Tony Lindsay-Dean, 081-890-6777

Date Venue Organisers of Event
Sun 16th Sept Pembrey MCC
Sun 6th Oct Ouiton Park Brands Hatch Leisure

Sun 21st Oct  Cadwell Brands Hatch Leisure

TSSC SPRINT & HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP -

Date Venue Organisers of Event

Sat 8th Sept Wiscombe Park TSSC*

Sun 16th Sept Goodwood BARC +
Sun 30th Sept Oddicombe TSSCH
Sun 7th Oct Gurston Down TSSC*
Sat 13th Oct Curborough BARC +
Sat 13th Oct Goodwood TSSCH
Sat 20th Oct  Goodwood BARC +
Sun 25th Nov Snetterton BARC +

* To be confirmed + Definite
Neil Sleightholme, O872-71361

Please support the events of 1990

The COLIRIER B~




COPSHOP

MIKE CREWES
RULES & REGULATIONS....

This month | have delved into the Road
Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations
1986 and | have come across some
interesting bits. It goes without saying that
compliance with these sections is no problem
if your car is properly maintained, but I'd be
out of a job if all cars were maintained as they
should be.

REGULATION 34

(1) Every vehicle fitted with a windscreen shall,
unless the driver can obtain an adequate view to
the front of the vehicle without looking through the
windscreen, be fitted with one or more efficient
automatic windscreen wipers capable of clearing
the windscreen so that the driver has an adeguate
view of the road in front of both sides of the vehicle
and to the front of the vehicle.

@) Every wheeled vehicle required in paragraph (1)
to be fitted with a wiper or wipers shall also be
fitted with a windscreen washer capable of clearing,
in conjunction with the windscreen wiper, the area
of the windscreen swept by the wiper of mud or
similar deposits.

(3) to (B) you guessed it - all the exemptions.

(6) Every wiper and washer fitted in accordance
with this regulation shall at all times while a vehicle
is being used on a road be maintained in efficient
working order and be properly maintained - does
this make it clear!

REGULATION 36

(1) Every instrument for indicating speed fitted to
a motor vehicle shall be kept free from any
obstruction which might prevent it's being easily
read and shall at all material times be maintained in
good working order - there are of course a few
exemptions.

(2) In this Regulation 'all material times’ means all
times when the motor vehicle is used on a road
except when:

a) the vehicle is being used on a journey
during which, as a result of a defect, the
instrument ceased to be in good working
order, or

b) as a result of a defect the instrument has
ceased to be in good working order and
steps have been taken to have the vehicle
equipped with all reasonable expedition, by
means of repair or replacement with an
instrurment which is in good working order.

_ Under Regulation 35 the speedometer fitted to

vehicles first used on or after 1st April, 1984 must
be capable of indicating speed in both miles per hour
and kilometres per hour - can you see that!

REGULATION 37

(1) Every motor wvehicle which has a maximum
speed of more than 20 miles per hour shall be fitted
with a horn, not being a rev arsing alarm or a two
tone horn.

(2) to (7) deals with, exemptions, reversing alarms,
two tone horns, etc.

(8) Every bell, gong or siren fitted to a vehicie by
virtue of paragraph 7 (a) (theft alarms), and every
device fitted to a motor vehicle first used on or
after 1st October, 1982 so as to cause a horn to
sound for the purpose mentioned in paragraph 7 @,
shall be fitted with a device designed to stop the
bell, gong or siren or horn emitting noise for a
continuous period of more than five minutes; and
every such device shall at all times be maintained
in good working order. Basically, your alarm, should
cut out or reset itself automatically after five
minutes - does that sound right!

(9) and (10) deal with EEC directives and definitions.

REGULATION 89

No person in charge of a motor vehicle, or trailer
drawn thereby shall cause or permit such trailer to
stand on a road when detached from the drawing
vehicle unless at least one of the wheels of the
trailer is prevented from revolving by the setting
of the brakes or the use of a chain, chock or other
efficient device.

REGULATION 90

(1) No person shall use, or cause or permit to be
used, on a road any trailer for the carriage of a
passenger for hire or reward.
(2) Deals with exemptions, these being a trailer
drawn at less than 30 miles per hour and broken
down buses towed by rigid bars.
(3) No person shall use, or cause or permit to be
used, on a road a wheeled trailer in which any
person is carried and which is a living van (e caravan)
having either:
a) less than 4 wheels, or
b) 4 wheels consisting of two close-coupled whee!s
on either side
(4 Deals with exemptions for testing. What a drag!
As an aside, did you know that all petrol vehicles first used
on or after 1st Apri, 1991 wil have to be capable of
running on either unleaded petrol alone or be capable of
running on unieaded petrol. It is all contained within
Regulation 39A which also rmakes it can offence to
deliberately alter or adjust the engine so that it will not run
on unleaded petrol - what a gas!
Well there you have it, another month's compulsive
reading. If you have a topic that mystifies you why not tell
me and I'll try to make an article about it, all ideas welcome.
If you have a query or topic why not write to Mike Crewes,
112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire SLS 8EN.

ELE The COURIER

Avoncroft Museum of
Buildings Stoke Heath
Nr. Bromsgrove

(off A38 Bromsgrove By-Pass Junction 5/M5 or 1/M42)

9th September 1990

Concours D’Elegance - Previous Event
Winners - Best in Marque - Peoples Choice
- Dinky Car Concours (max 2 cars per
entrant) - Visitors Trophy - Open to all cars.

Food available on site - All day beer tent - Various side
shows in marquee - Entrance includes admission to
Museum Souvenir Shop

Gates Open 10.30am.
£2.50 per person /| 50p chiildren
Includes free programme
Camping facilities available on site:
Enquiries to Bill and Bev Dixon
Telephone (0905) 358781
Avoncroft Museum is well worth a look.
Interesting buildings for all the family.

WACS0
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CAMBRIDGE TRIUMPH SPARES

Next to SHORTS COTTAGES 16T, BANK MOUNT PLEASENT FARM CHATTERIS CAMBS PE16 64N

QUANTITY OF SPITFIRE RUST FREE DOORS (Californian import).............ooooovvvvvvveeeroooo.
ARMSTRONG SHOCK ABSORBERS, BRAND NEW BOXED, FRONT OR REAR.......
GENUINE AC DELCO FUEL PUMPS SPIT 1500 (TKC 3417) SUITS ALL 1500'S...................
SPITFIRE MKIll BRAND NEW FRONT BUMPERS 3 ONLY...........ovvvoveeeeerseeesoeoeeoosoesoo
SPITFIRE IV 1500 GT6 MK 3 STEEL FRONT % VALANCES......

SPITFIRE IVHER/VIT M KI WHEEL TRIM RINGS (SET OF 4)..
HERALD/VITESSE WINDSCREEN SEAL.............cooureverreernnnnn.
SPITFIRE MK IV/1500/GT6 Ill REAR TRANSVERSE SPRING...
SPITFIRE IV DOOR CHECKASTRAP.........covvvvureeeroereeersesseeseeseeeessssessessssessenns
ALL MODELS DOOR CHECKSTRAP GASKET.............cveeverrrremreremmsressssreessonnn,
HERALD 13/60 AIR FILTERS..........................
TIMING CHAIN, ALL:MODELS............c.ervrrreerrerereerneeersereenne
HERALD/BITESSE STANDARD CHROME PETROL CAP.........ccooo......
SPITFIRE IV/1500 GT6 Il COMPLETE SIDELIGHT/INDICATOR UNIT.
HERALD/SPITFIRE REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS (SHOP SOILED)......
HERALD/VITESSE REAR TOP OF LIGHT CHROME ‘V'.................
BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER LUCAS 64068633 SPITFIRE MKIII/V..
GT6/VITESSE ROTOFLEX SET REAR BRAKE PIPES......................
LE MANS TYPE LOCKING PETROL CAP, SUITS ALL SPITFIRES...
STANDARD PETROL CAP SPITFIRE IV/1500..............coovvrveeeeeemeeseeeeesssssessesrsesseesseeso oo,
HERALD/VITESSE ORIGINAL WING MIRRORS............ooveeeeeeeeerseeeeeeessssesessssseeseesoeeooose
SPITFIRE 1500 BONNET OR BOOT TRANSFERS, ORIGINAL BLACK OR SILVER....
TRIUMPH LAUREL LEAF EMBLEM, BLACK, SILVER OR GOLD..........ooovvvvrreerorronnn.,
NEW 2 LITRE CRANKSHAFTS..............occommmmmririurnnnssssssinnssssessossssessssssssssssssesesseessoseesseessond

SPITFIRE/GTE OUTSIDE DOORGLASS WEATHERSTRIPS.........ovvveeeeeeeeesroeeeesoeooeseosoooo
HERALD/SPITFIRE TOP RADIATOR HOSE..........cooo.oovveeeerennrrrnenns
HERALD/SPITFIRE BOTTOM RADIATOR HOSE...............oooeeveeerieneeeeeosmessessoeeeeessoesee oo
BONNET S TOP CONES...........ccoovermrvvrenssmnmnsssssisessssessssssssseeesseessessssssesss soesseessssessssossond

J SERVICE/OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

SALE ror Tssc MEMBERS onLY SALE
PLEASE NOTE PRICES ONLY VALID FOR THIS MONTH
PLEASE MENTION THIS AD WHEN ORDERING

PRICES ARE PER SINGLE ITEM (not per pair) POSTAGE AND VAT ARE EXTRA

OFFER
PRICE

Normal

Price
N/A
£19.00
N/A
N/A
£38.00
N/A
£16.00
£59.00
£ 7.50
£ 2.50
£ 3.20
£ 3.75
£ 3.50
£15.00
£11.00
£ 6.95
N/A
£ 6.45
£15.00
N/A
N/A

£14.00

£75.00
£15.00
£19.00
£95.00
£34.00
£20.00
£12.00
£49.00
£ 6.50
£ 2.20
£ 2.50
£ 275
£ 2.50
£14.00
£ 9.00
£ 5.95
£27.00
£ 4.95
£11.50
£12.00
£12.00
£ 3.50
£ 4.50
£49.00
£ 9.50
£ 550
£ 225
£ 3.00
£ 1.40
£12.50

This is only a small sample of our complete range of Spare Parts for
Club Cars we try to stock everything currently available for your Car

FREE 22 PAGE CATALOGUE **** VISA/AGCESS ****
; TELEPHONE ORDERS/FAST MAIL ORDER

e

* WORLD WIDE — MAIL ORDER — WORLD WIDE %

|

-_—a e .

SPITFIRE IV/1500 GT6 Il WINDSCREEN SEAL.......c.uisemivmisiisssassisinisossessossmssisissassaossososions £16.00 £12.00

GT6 TAILGATE GLAZING SEAL......corieeeiiieiiriinieneisiinisseississtsssessessessessessesse e serons £16.00 £12.00/

BRIGHT TRIM CLIP FOR ANY OF ABOVE.........cccoomiemirniinrinninnieniesiseissseseeseenaans . NA £ 575
1 ONLY RECON. DRIVE SHAFT ASSEMBLY, VIT MKI GT6 1 NEW SHAFT..... . NA £145.00
SPITFIRE MKIV/1500 GT6 FRONT WINGS.........c.cocoveuiirereeeireicinsiseessiesssses e seneenns £37.00 £35.00
HERALD 13/60 FTONT WINGS..........cocoooivuiireiriireieieiseiseeesssessessss st ssse s s snsssesssnsnens £55.00 £39.00

HERALD/VITESSE REAR WINGS............cccocoeuvinnnnee. .. £55.00 £52.00
1 ONLY HERALD/VITESSE FIBREGLASS HARDTOP.........oo.commmvvrrinmrriininens . £185.00  £170.00
HERALD CONVERTABLE/COUPE/VITESSE CONVERTABLE DOORGLASS. .. £22.00 £18.00
SPITFIRE/GTé REAR VALANCE FINISHER (STATE MODELY: :: esssmsmsssssssssmmsmmsmssssemmvmnss £ 4.50 £ 3.95
SPITFIRE MK IV/1500 REAR WING..........cccoesfmiieiriincinsiniinsins et essssssesssessesens £95.00 £89.00

SPITFIRE IV/1500GT6 IIl INSIDE DOOR HANDLE REPAIR (PULL)..........ecvevvecrecrnrnnrcieen. N/A £ 6.00

WINDOW WINDER HANDLE SPITFIRE IV/1500 GT6 lll.......c.ovurvereerrereereiircreisseesseseeseeeeseeos £ 3.95 £ 3.50
BOOT ‘T" HANDLE BARREL & 2 KEYS.........couvineireineeneeneineiensssssssssssessss s esssssensans £10.95 £ 9.75
SPITFIRE I/ ~1lll, GT6 /Il CHROME HEADLAMP RIM.........cccccosvurrmrrrmrrranrireeressiesssesssessnnons £10.00 £ 8.00
BRAKE DISC HERALDISPITFIRE. ::vsuvssisvuisscisiusssnssisississsisssssssssssissnssansissnisssassressonnpanssearae £10.95 £ 9.95
STANPART TRUNNION BLOCK INCLUDING KIT AND BOLT (STATE L/R).....cccccccvvrerrrrennnn. £13.00 £12.00

FRONT TRUNNION REPAIR KIT ONLY.......ccouniimiiriinirenineissnsisssssiesssessssss s s sasens £ 250 £ 210
TRACK ROD END, ALL MODELS...........ccocoveieiiniireriierecineessisesssessessssssssessesssssessssssesssssensans £ 5.50 £ 475
REAR DRIVESHAFT, ALL NON-ROTOFLEX CARS (STATE MODEL)........c.cccvsvvrerrerrerrerenne. £45.00 £42.00
SET OF EIGHT FRONT INNER WISHBONE BUSHES (WHOLE CAR SET)........cccceoevvmrrnnnnn. £ 5.00 £ 4.00
SPITFIRE 1500/GT6 Il (NON-ROTOFLEX) REAR LEAF SPRING.............ccoovvvrerrrernrrrrenneniens £49.00 £45.00
HERALD/VITESSE CONVERTABLE HOOD SIDE CHANNELS (ALLOY SET OF 3)....ocnevueen. £12.50 £11.00

GENUINE B.L. ROTOFLEX COUPLINGS INCLUDING BOLTS........c.cc.ivmmrermrinnrnninsisnsiannnnn: £25.00 £21.00
ROTOFLEX REAR TRUNNION KITS WITH STAINLESS SPACER TUBES. ..... £22.00 £21.00
HANDBRAKE GAITERS, ALL MODELS.........cccccosturiieerieineieiie s ssse s £ 750 £ 6.90

We also stock Hoods, Carpets, Doorseal, Chrome Parts, Rubber Trim, Lights, Wire Wheels, In fact
MOST OF THE PARTS FOR TSSC CLUB CARS. Please give us a call.

PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME. OPEN 8.30 — 5.30. SAT 10.00 — 2.00PM

ALL PRICES PLEASE
ADD POSTAGE AND VAT AT 15% FAX (03543) 5256

Our telephone number is

TEL: (0354) 34140/34144

EEY The COURIER

T e N I I— Y=




o, Stainless Steel Exhausts
% Guaranteed for, Life

|

e

Stainless Steel Exhausts
Guaranteed for Life

TSSC Systems are made by Bells, they carry a
Lifetime guarantee backed by the TSSC and
Belis. These top quality systems are available
in ‘original style’ which retain the original looks
and sound characteristics and in many ‘sports’
versions. They really are a must for anyone
keeping their car long term and obviously will

FULL SPORTS SYSTEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL TSSC CARS

BE233

$/5 EXHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM COMPLETE SYSTEM —

INCLUDING FRONT DOWN PIPE AND FITTING KIT

Pa&pP

VITESSE

BET93

$/S EXHAUST ~ VITESSE | SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

BE194

S/5 EXHAUST — VITESSE | SPORTS SYSTEM

BE195

$/5 EXHAUST — VITESSE Ii SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

BE196

S/5 EXHAUST — VITESSE Il SPORTS SYSTEM

SPITFIRE

BE20S

S/S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE IV SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

BEQ06

$/7S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE |V SPORTS SYSTEM

BEQ07

$/5 EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1500 SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

BE208

S/S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1500 SPORTS SYSTEM

GT6

BE218

5/5 EXHAUST — GT6 Il SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

BE219

$/S EXHAUST — GT6 Il SPORTS SYSTEM

8E£220

$/5 EXHAUST ~ GT6 1ll SPORTS (BOX ONLY)

TBE221

$/S EXHAUST — GT6 Il SPORTS SYSTEM

BE234

FITTING KIT any model

BFTE The COURIER

save money. You should only need to fit a
stainless steel exhaust once -

SO FIT THE BEST
TSSC SPORTS SYSTEMS

Made by Bell Silencers

Top quality TSSC Systems designed to improve the gas flow
from your engine, to look good and sound right! All are back-
ed by a TSSC ‘LIFETIME’ guarantee. They are excellent value
for money and represent a permanent answer to exhaust cor-
rosion and improved gas flow. Please note that all ‘sports’
systems are obviously going to be louder than standard
systems, but the notes are pleasing & sporty.

The normal ‘sports’ box can be bought as complete systems
or on their own and will fit on to existing downpipes (S/S
downpipes can also be bought at a later date if required). Spit-
fire & GT6 ‘Sports’ boxes are transverse, and Vitesse ‘Sports’
boxes are in line, similar to original systems.

The “full sports’ systems are twin pipe, twin box systems and
are the ultimate in the TSSC range of sports systems. They
give the best gas flow characteristics, a good exhaust sound
and the two large bore polished tail pipes really look right.

For all other TSSC systems (le. standard)}, cars not
listed, part system and enquiries cail 0858-467710
FOR TELEPHONE ORDERS A 48 HOUR DELIVERY
SERVICE IS NORMALLY AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED.

INCLUDE ALL REFERENCE NUMBERS AND DESCRIPTIONS INCLUDING P&P

ORDER FORM ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

Qty ltem Ref. No. Item Descripti‘o'n

INFORMATION REQUIRED
Car (model & mark)

Post Code ..oovvirriii Telephone NO.........cccoviiviiiiieee e

My cheque/postal order for £ .................... is enclosed or debit my ..........c.........
............................................................................................. Exp. Date ..................

Send order to:TSSC OFFERS 121B ST MARYS ROAD MARKET HARBOROUGH LEIC LE16 7DT
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‘BT The COILIRIER

» KLEPIN
TRIUMPH SPARES

HERALD VITESSE SPITEIRE GT6

SHOP HOURS — MON to FRI 9.30 - 5.30 SAT 9.00 - 1.00
TELEFAX 0203 637238

SEPTEMBER
SPECIALS

Hoodwell Covers

complete with studs, Herald/Vit@Sse........ccccoivuvieeriiieeiereseeeeesceseeesessesisssssnns £35.00
Shock Absorbers — Armstrong
Front — all models.........cccoouoviiniiineeiieieeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeenann £38.00 pr
Rear — all non-rotoflex cars......cccccceeeveeeveeeeeeeneeeeeennnnn, £26.00 pr
Rear — GT6 ll/early Il........ccccoovuviuiiiniiieiieeeeeeieeeeenannn, £28.00 pr
Gaskets

Door hinge gaskets — all MOdElS..........ccccvuivevviveesieieeeeceereeie st isr e £1.50 - 4 pcs
Boot hinge gaskets — Her/Vit/Spit lll.........cccooviviivienivesieeseseeennens £1.50 - 4 pcs
Outer door handle gaskets — Her/Vit........oocoveereeeeeceieieeissrerssesssenens £1.50 - 4 pcs
Outer door handle gaskets — MIV/1500/GTIIL........ccocovcvveeviereriseerisnns £1.00 each

* Prices include VAT post extra

WORLDWIDE
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

‘ - INlustrated Catalogue £2 - Overseas Free
124 ALDERMANS GREEN ROAD COVENTRY CV2 1PP

’ TELEPHONE 0203 683926

<

Norhants NN14 2PU Tel: (0536) 760725/746334. |

Peak PRrINT

Specialists for 15 years
in monthly A5 magazines
to Clubs and Societies.
« Fixed price for 12 months
(helps with your subs budget).

* NEﬂE_R late on delivery.
* From 16 to 100 pages.
* Full typesetting service
with proofs, or your
typed copy.
For more information
contact: MICK PEAK at

3 Ise Vale Avenue, Desborough,

Fahrzeugteile gpSTUCK

NN N\

BASTUCK & CO FRANCE

Saarwellinger StraBe 31 & Co. GmbH 18 A Chemin des Dames

6610 Lebach-Hoxberg West Germany
Tel. 06881/52455, Telefax 06881/51774

57500 Saint-Avold
Teléphone 87 9294 44, Telecopie 8792 94 45
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DON'T RUN WITH THE PACK
LEAD IT!

Convert to Unleaded Petrol
ANY car converted to unleaded without engine modifications
with (1) improved engine performance ((2) reduced fuel
consumption (3) reduced exhaust emissions.

This simple conversion had undergone exhaustive testing and
will enable most club cars to meet the 1992 EEC Exhaust
Emission regulations with minimal adjustment to the engine.

Cost £E95 + VAT fitted.
150,000 mile guarantee.

FAST ROAD ENGINES

From £750.4 cylinder 1300cc 80-85bhp at the tyres

1500cc 85-90bhp at the tyres

6 cvylinder 2000cc 85-90bhp at the tyres

using twin 1'%z in. SU carburettors and extraction exhaust. The above
power outputs are easily and reliably obtained by us with our special
power bench developed cvlinder heads and matched performance
camshafts producing very wide torque and power bands.

Full range of new and reconditioned transmissions, diff ratios 4.11,
3.89, 3.63, 3.27 usually from stock. Uprated and competition
gearboxes and diffs. Torque bias limited slip diffs. Spitfire close ratio
gearboxes and uprated clutches.

4 T

SPECIALIST ENGINES & TRANSMISSIONS FOR SPRINTING & RACING
80 WHITTON ROAD HOUNSLOW MIDDX Tw3 2DD

m PHONE: O81 570 0389 n

T The COURIER

Trevor Collett

MODEL |
PROFILE -

J.C.Midge

ALTHOUGH I do not have any figures to prove it I would say that the Midge
is the most popular Triumph based kit car at the moment. By this I mean
that there are more being built than any other moéel Perhaps you can work out
for yourselves why this is by looklng at the photos and reading what | have to say.

The Midge has been around since
1985 and was designed and
marketed by John Cowperthwaite,
hence J.C., who was responsible for
the entire Moss range of kit cars.
It differs from the fibre-glass
bodied Moss cars in that the Midge
body is made of plywood skinned
with thin aluminium sheet. The
plywood is cut to shape using full
size patterns and glued and screw-
ed together following the instruc-
tions supplied - sounds simple.
The body is built onto a | |
Herald/Vitesse chassis, although a
Spitfire/GT6 chassis can be used, |
you just get shorter doors and less
in the back. The Herald
chassis has to have all its outriggers
shortened and the engine is mov-
ed backwards several inches from
position. Apart from
removing some leaves from the
rear spring the rest of the Triumph
running gear can be used unaltered.
Due to the nature of it's construc-
tion the finished car reflects the
personality of it's builder more than &

room

its usual
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other kits. Because of this there
are a few funny looking Midges
trundling around our roads but
there are nowadays many more
than this very nice example tur-
ning the heads of tin hatch
drivers everywhere. One word
of warning for when vyou
recognise a Midge out and about,
before you impress your friends
with “"there's a Herald in
disguise” look closely, they can
be built with mechanics from
another make of car. The make
concerned cannot be printed in
this magazine because it's a four
lettered word beginning with F.
If you're tempted to buid a
Midge the company to contact
for the plans and other bitsis T.
& J. Sports Cars, Unit C,
Gateway Industrial Estate,
Parkgate, Rotherham S$62 6JL,
Phone No. 0709 527090.

7Y The COURIER

FEEDBACK

My thanks to those members
who have taken the trouble to fill
me in (was it something | said) on
some of the points | have raised
over the recent months.
The latest word on the
Hurricane is that the
owners of the moulds
and the production
rights are Domino Cars
who, because of the
success of their Mini
based kit cars, are not
actively marketing the
Hurricane. Apparently
they will produce a kit if asked
and, presumably, given a deposit.
The number to call for full details
is 0703 685497.

| have had a letter from John
Watson on TX Trippers, see May
Courier for pictures, which 1
reproduce here:

"The Tripper debuted at the
1971 Racing Car Show. It was
marketed by a company called
Technical Exponents Ltd. who
were an off-shoot of Fairthorpe.

The company was formed by
Torix Bennett who was the son
of Air Vice Marshall Don
"Pathfinder” Bennett (the
founder of Fairthorpe Motor
Company).

Price of original Spitfire model
was only £740 - for a built car!
Having built around half a dozen
cars a new model was introduc-
ed, identified by a much larger
bonnet bulge (as per the photos
in the Courier - this car should

have a bigger engine). The new
model was powered by the 130
b.h.p. 2.5PI motor which lasted
until the 150 b.h.p. TR6 version
was introduced in, | think, early
1972. This version was good for
a 0-60 in 6.5 seconds and caused
Car and Car Conversions to
quote "Hells bells, it goes!”.
Shortly after the first TR6 ver-
sions demand for the Tripper
started to wane, although this
did not deter the company from
offering a 1500cc and
Dolomite Sprint based
model in early 1976.
' However, this pushed the
price up to nearly £3000
- and apparently no built
cars were supplied.
Supply figures were
around 75 including one
exported to Spain. It is
unlikely that anymore
"than half of these ever
made the road - even
though most of the early
cars were supplied com-
plete, not as kits.
There were rumours that
a revamped model was
due for release for Sum-
mer 1979 - | know nothingt!
Apparently the factory is
still in production making
 fibreglass baths.”
Thanks for this info John:
if your figures are right
the Tripper is a rare car
. and definitely worth keep-
i ing if you've got one. <=
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TRIUMPHTUNE

SPORTS EXHAUST SYSTEMS
SPITFIRE 1296 & 1500 MODELS

STAINLESS GT SYSTEM FS5412 £169.05

—_— —

GT SYSTEM MILD STEEL TT5412 £96.60
NEW PRODUCTS

‘Battery Box

Repiacement box pressing for all
GT6 and SPITFIRE models

806707 £11.50
PLUS KIT A — SPITFIRE 1500 MODELS
Using the above systems and including Master Cylinder Boot

K + N filters and needles/springs to suit the New rubber boot moulding for
1500 models. Complete conversion is sup- g all models, brake and clutch
plied with all necessary gaskets and fitting ? push rods. 125217 £2.87

for easy installation. Up to 15bhp improve-  pand Brake Grip

ment can be obtained with this conversion.
Moulded piastic grip model prior
% to 1974 small diameter 131312
£0.92

All prices quoted are inclusive of 15% VAT - Carriage extra

STAINLESS STEEL FS1400 £125.92

MILD STEEL TT1400 £75.90

MILD STEEL EXHAUST TTK1420 £235.75
STAINLESS EXHAUST TTK1420S £356.50

Name

...................................................................................................... TSSC9/90

Full Tuning
Manual of components and Accessories
110 Page fully illustrated. £3.00 plus postage UK - £0.50p

Europe - £2.50 USA/Africa - £5.50 Asia/Australia £6.00

22-28 Manor Road, Richmond, Surrey,

TW9 1YB &' 081-948 6668 Fax 081-940 9268 —
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Nick Lord

ONGRATULATIONS to John Thorpe and the Leicester Area for a marvellous

show. Our early Spitfires must be getting rare as | only could count 12 at

the height of the day. | wasn’t very rushed on the technical desk, only having

three questions all day, but it was nice to speak to people who just wanted a chat,

and put faces to names I've spoken to on the phone.

I've had quite a few enquiries relating to the Medallion wheel trim nave plate 113256
Government's proposals to include éxhaust | Bolt for above 128348
emission testing as part of the M.O.T. test. They | Washer for above WL.0208
have stated that this will not apply to cars | Nave plate removal tool 134336
produced before 1980, so you can stop worrying. | Fuel pipe link filter 515448
Following the last month's article on optional | Fog lamp — Quart lodine 516279

extras for the 4 and Mk2, here is a list of those | Spot (Quart lodine)

available for the Mk3.

Seat belt (Kangol Automatic) 576140
Wood rimmed steering wheel 307245
Boot rack (fixed) 569033
Boot rack (removable) 573476
Touring kit 516248
Bonnet locks 562116
WING MIRRORS

Racing, silver anodised 573677
Desmo 168 long arm flat 573461
convex 574863
Desmo 166 short arm flat 573349
convex 574862
Extension for towing 574579 || You're always safer behind Lucas lamps!
Replacement flat lens for 574580, 573461 &

Magnatex 09 convex

516278

573349 (card of 12 glasses).
574586 | TOUCH IN PAINT (% pint tir)

D type — Magnatex 56 (convex) 560632 | Black CcD31481
Wingard Flyback Turina (flat) 570409 | White 569521
Magnatex R7 round (convex) 502459 | Wedgewood blue 569527
Wingard curved arm 60846 7TWH | Conifer (Acrylic) 571276
Wingard swing arm 612306 | Signal Red 554264
Desmo 169 Round - Boomerang 557493 | Rovyal Blue 571228
Wing mirror base plinth - Magnatex 505825 | Cherry Red 569557
Gear lever knob 154238 | Jasmine 574885
Wheel finisher 307583 | Valencia Blue 574626
Wheel trim nave plate 122806 ' Damson 575194
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Touch up scratches and
blemishes in a moment. It's
20 easy with the Tipon
touch-up pencil. Simply re-

Here's the first ever acrosul
press-button paint spray to
contain  colours used in
STANDARD paint shops.
move cap. tip point down Now vou can easily re-paint
and paint filled flow brush damaved patches and

appears. Nothing else is . panels and get a perlect
needed , Always du foi Handiest ever wau / finish
: N use andlasts forages. (o spray « car, e
Kecp one handy Full instructions
inyour car, on container.

ALL STANDARD DEALERS STOGCK THEM IN MOST PRODUGTION COLOURS

ipon and Spray

Laurel Green 275379 575290 - White) F.D. 16500 R.H.S
Sienna Brown 575383 Mud flap Kit 573096
Slate Grey 375375 | Anti mist panel 566298
Wire wheels i 212344 Defroster front or rear (electric) 59844
Emergency windscreen 574722 | \ypeel balance weight ¥ oz. 137531
Spark plugs, Champlc?n UN-12Y 148957 1 oz 140073
B.rown leather steering wheel glove 516770 1% oz 140074
Simulated l?rowrx leather s. w. glove 516771 2 oz, 140075
Hard top kit 22 Fire extinguisher 554445
Toang attachment 214521 Cigarette lighter 138737
Locking petrol cap - 571086 elerment 514106
‘Powerstop’ vacuum servo kit 514600 bracket 514940
Cigarette lighter (push down type) 569116
Tail pipe finisher 140039
Engine oil cooler kit 14082
Heater kit 514648
Steering column locking device 147911
& ignition switch kit
Single gauge instr. mounting panel 574761
i Double 574762
SMITHS SUB-PANEL AND Safety warning triangle 574890
SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUMENTS Tow rope & luggage rack strap 516543
Door buffer (screw on) 575680
Hard top to soft top conversion (stick on) 575681
574411 - Black) Up to FD 20000 L.H.S. So there you have it! 12 different types of wing
574412 - White) and F.D. 13980 RH.S. mirrors and a choice of two different kinds of
575118 - Black) F.D. 20000 - F.D. 24182 L. H.S. cigarette lighters! What a choice to make if you
575119 - White) F.B. 13981 - F.D. 16500 RH.S. were ordering your Spitfire from new!
575289 - Black) F.D. 24183 L.H.S. Thats all for now folks!
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GITER-

N May this year | attended the Bond Owners Club meeting at Morecambe, on

the way to this event we were able to visit the site of the old Bond factory at
Ribbieton Lane in Preston.
Quite a lot of the old building has survived, and can clearly be recognised when compared with the
photo shown in Paul Grogans’ article in the recent Equipe Turning Circle. The site is as present occupied
by Lockers Garage, who are the local Fiat dealers, the building used nowadays as their body repair
shop originally housed the Bond assembly line. Reference to some early pictures taken inside the factory
revealed a number of features still in existance. The overall impression was of an extremely cramped
working area in which to run a full scale motor vehicle assembly line. If you look closely at the photo
reproduced here you will observe that there isn't much room between the rows of body shells.

During this visit and subsequently we were able to talk with John Woods, the ex Production Manager
at Bonds. Among the subjects discussed was that of the apparent more rapid rate of corrosion suffered
by the Standard-Triumph supplied bulkheads fitted to the Equipe when compared to those on the
contemporary Heraid/Vitesse cars. | have taken the liberty of reproducing below some notes put
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together by Paul Grogan resulting from
these discussions.

John explained that Bonds used to
receive their bare metal bulkheads direct
from Liverpool. They were initially stored
upstairs at Ribbleton Lane before being
transported to India Mill for degreasing,
priming and final painting. It was at that
point that | realised that there was
something missing in the chain of events.
For many years, all the large motor car
manufacturers have degreased their
bare metal panels and then
‘electroplated’ them prior to priming and
painting. (At this point, a broad
explanation of electroplating is needed
for those not having the benefit of a
technical background. The process starts
with electrodes being attached to the
panel. This assembly is then completely
immersed in a tank containing the
electrocoat solution and a high voltage
current is passed through the panel.
When the panel is removed from the
tank, a blackish covering will have been
deposited on all the panel surfaces —
both internally and externally.) Whilst
electroplating is not a necessary part of
the painting process, it can be seen that
it does have the advantage of giving an
extra layer or protection to some internal
sections (eg. windscreen frames) that
would not normally receive primer of
paint from the spray gun. Therefore the
old accusations that '‘Bonds did not put
enough paint on’ simply are not true. It
is even possible that the low production
volumes at Bonds (by comparison with
those at Standard Triumph) allowed
them more time to put more paint on. If
the company failed at all, it was because
being so small they just could not afford
the luxury of an electroplating plant as
well.

1 think that this missing process explains
the corrosion problems that all Equipes
seem to suffer from, but let us also not
lose sight of the fact that the omission
of an electrocoat by Bonds was quite
acceptable for the life expectancy of
their vehicles. No one expected the
design to be still running around some 28
years after its introduction!

Finally a last rerminder about the Equipe
Get-Together at the Bell Hag Inn,
Manchester Road, Sheffield, see you
there on Sunday 16th September, for
further information give me a call. «=
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FULL SETS — ALL COLOURS

CARPETS & HOODS

FOR

TRIUMPH - MG - JENSEN
MERCEDES - PORSCHE - VW
LOTUS - ROLLS ROYCE
JAGUAR - TOYOTA - ASTON
RANGE ROVER - ROVER - FIAT
BMW - DATSUN - SUZUKI
4x4 VANS AND MANY OTHERS

MOST MODELS AVAILABLE
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE

from£ z 5 & postage for full set

also Interior Headiinings and Vinyl Roofs
MOTOR UPHOLSTERY
SUPPLIES

8am - 5pm MON to FRI 8am - 12am SAT

14 Anne Road, Wellinborough, Northants,
England NN8 2HH.

Telephone: (0933) 223602 - UK. TIME

Fax: (0933} 441298
£y

N

EPJTFIMEIW John Thomason
[ (FVBIEYES T IBIAY

HIS months photo, sent in by twins Mary and Diana, was taken at last years

Spitfire meet at Arcen, Holland. Hope to see you all there at this years meet.
Note that the registration number ADJ 115T on this 1987 BRG Spitfire has rather
naughtily been modified to read ‘ADJUST'.

APPALLED!

For those of you expecting a Spitfire display at this
years International at Stafford, | am sorry that you
were disappointed. Out of 7,000 Spitfire 1IV/1500’'s
in the club, a measly 10 couid not be found for the
display. After 3 months of requests in the Courier,
only 5 members carme forward prepared to offer
their Spitfires for the display.

it was the same story with the idea of a UK Spitfire
Mega Meet — Apathy Rules OK.

Pete Wiliams has been trying to produce a Spitfire
IV 1500 Turning Circle for YOUR benefit, but has
also suffered a lack of response from you. With
the number of Spitfire owners in the club, there
should be the potential to fill the magazine 100
times over. You must all have experiences of
owning a Spitfire that would be of interest to other
owners, or is owning a Spitfire realy that
uninteresting and uneventful? Contact Pete if you
can help.

INSTRUMENTATION

In keeping with the traditions of British Sports
Cars, the Spitfire dashboard is simple, displaying
only the most functional instruments and
switches. However over the years many owners
are likely to have added additional guages and
switches, in some cases going to the extreme that
it begins to look like an aircraft cockpit.
The following are a few ideas that have been
adopted by other Spitfire owners. However it
must be remembered that with the growing
Classic Car movement, originality is the name of
the game, and that modifications affect the value
of the car. If you wish to fit additional equipment,
as a general rule try and fit equipment in keeping
with the styling of the existing dash. The Triumph
saloons provide a whole host of comparable
guages and switches.

1 3
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Fig.1 - The precut holes in the steel backing to the dashboard.

Instruments

Typical guages that could be
added include an analogue clock,
oil pressure gauge, voltmeter or
ammeter and a vacuum/
economy meter. The clock and oil
gauge are usually the first to be
added. The Triumph saloons
provide a good source of
correctly styled gauges.
Unfortunately the TR5/TR6 was
the only Triumph to be fitted
with an oil pressure gauge. An
early Mini is probably the best
source even though they are a
different style. Don’t be put off
by gauges with different bezels
e.g. chrome or black as these are
very easily interchangeable.

If mounting the gauge in the
dashboard then ideally the hole in
‘the dash should be counterbored
to enable the gauge to sit flush
with the dash as with the
existing instruments. Consider
carefully where you are going to
fit the gauge, and other additions
you wish to make, so that the
dash retains a balanced
appearance. The following
shows a number of ideas.

a) Probably the easist way of
providing the Spitfire with an oil
gauge is to replace the
temperature gauge with one of
the dual water temp/oil pressure
gauges as fitted to MGB’s. New
gauges are still available but are
expensive,

BTl The cOURIER

Fig.2 - Oil gauge position corresponding to R.H. precut hole.

b) Since the Spitfire bulkhead/scuttle is common to the GT6 Mk2
and 3, then the steel backing to which the veneered dash is secured
has 2 precut holes where the air ball ventilators on the GT6 would
be fitted. Fig. 1. These provide ideal locations for 2 additional gauges
Fig 2. Having said that, personally | find that these positions are too
close to the edge of the dash (fig 3) and need moving across by
cutting out additional metal (fig 4).

<) Unfortunately the size of the light switch between the fuel and
ternp gauges is such that it can't be removed and replaced with a
gauge that completely covers the corners of the hole. However the
larger diameter of the Triumph Analogue clock will just cover the
hole.

d) Another possibility is to fill the radio aperture with a piece of
matching veneered wood. Three additional gauges could be mounted
here without affecting the originality of the dash. The radio/cassette
could be displaced to the glove box out of sight of would be thieves.
e} If you have so many gauges and switches that they can't be
accommodated on the existing dash then it is probably better to

Fig.3 - Precut hole too close to edge of dash(?)

Fig.4 - Clock positioned more centrally in dash.

re-veneer the dash and start
again. Fig. 5 shows one such case
in which 5 guages have been
neatly fitted into the centre
section of the dash..

Gauge illumination

Gauge illumination is a simple
case of adding to the existing
red/white gauge illumination
wiring. A point worth considering
is the colour of the illumination.
Spitire 1500 gauge illumination is
pale green, whereas that of
earlier Triumphs was white.
Either the gauge casing, whicn
contains the pale green fitter can
be swapped over, or a solution 1
have adopted is to give a light
bulb a THIN wash of gloss green
paint to give a green light,
Another possible addition is a
dash dimmer (fig 5) which adjusts
the brightness of the dash
illumination. These can be readily
obtained from the larger
Triumph saloons and are easily
wired in.

Light switches

A not uncommon addition to the
Spitfire is rear fog lights and/or
driving lights. By law the

Fig.5 - 5 gauges neatly accom-
rmodated in dash centre sections.
Note dash illumination dimmer.
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SPITFIRE/GT6
BODYWORK

Rear Valance
S/FireMk4/GT6Mk3 O/E
Boot Floor

Front Wing
S/FireMk4/GT6Mk3

Rear Valance S/FireMk1,2,3

£39.50

£39.50
£39.50

Repro £35.95

Front Inner Wheel Arch Outer Section

S/FireMk4/GT6Mk3

£24.95

Front Inner Wheel Arch Inner Section

S/FireMk4/GT6Mk3
Bonnet S/Fire Mk4

Boot Lid S/Fire Mk4

Rear Inner Wing-R/H Only
S/FireMk1,2,3/GT6Mk1,2
Rear Wing
S/FireMk1,2,3/GT6Mk1,2
Quter Sill REPRO

Inner Sill

Sill Stiffener

Rear Sill Extension

Half Floor Panel

Front Floor Panel

£33.00
£495.00
£100.20

£79.00

£49.50
£11.95
£7.95
£4.95
£5.95
£27.50
£13.15

Floor Crossmembers S/Fire

Mk4/GT6Mk3

Rear of Rear Wing
S/Fire Mk4GT6MK3
Door Skin S/Fire
Mk1,2,3/GT6Mk1,2

£8.15

£8.95

£15.50

Door Skin S/FireMk4/GTé6Mk3 £15.50

Front Crossmember

A Post Filler

Sill End

Front ¥ Valance
S/FireMk4/GT6Mk3 Steel

£17.50
£5.85
£295

£39.00

HERALD/VITESSE
CHASSIS

Sills Pair £20.00
Front Outriggers 1959-1962 £8.50
Front Qutriggers 1963 Onwards £8.50
Centre Outriggers 1963 Onwards £8.50
Rear Outriggers 1963 Onwards ~ £8.50
Rear Qutriggers (Vitesse Mk2)  £8.50

Rear Extension £10.00
Chassis Side Rail £8.50
Fitting Kit (8 Plates, 8 Bolts) £7.95
Door Skin £19.50
Door Bottom £8.00
Door Tread Plate £4.95
Rear Valance F/G £19.50
Rear Y4 Valance Repro £12.95

Rear ¥ Valance R/H Original

£22.50

ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD WELCOME

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE

B British Sports Car Centre

303 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ Tel: 081-748 7823 Fax: 081-563 0101

All prices are correct at time of going to press, although subject to change in hine with nising costs.

Fig.6 - Original rear fog light
switch/warning light.

operation of the lights must be
indicated to the driver either by
an illuminating switch or a
warning light separate to the
switch. Fig 6 shows the switch
chosen by Triumph when they
fitted rear fog lights to the very
late Spitfire 1500's.

Heater controls

Did you know that the Spitfire
IV/1500 has a 2-speed heater fan.
There are actually 2 positions of
the pull out switch. Also the
heater control positions are
illuminated on late Spitfire IV and
1500's, albeit poorly, by means of
a bulb behind the dash attached
to the perspex strip (fig 7).

Fig.8 - Additional switch/warning light fitted to heater control panel.

fitted with a small micro switch which illuminates a warning light
when the choke is out (fig 9). The styling and mounting is the same
as the existing Spitfire cable and so there is no external sign of the
maodification. The saloon cable may need cutting to the required
length. Not wishing to drill holes in the dash for the warning light,
a solution | adopted was to neatly add 2 warning lights to my tacho,
similar to those fitted to the speedo (fig 10). The modification was
quite simple, the parts being taken from an old speedo, although
great care must be taken not to slip across the face of the tacho

| 726870

with the drill! The tacho casing
must also be drilled to
accommodate the illuminating
bulb holders. The other warning
light could be used for rear fog
lights/driving lights etc. Symbols
can be added with white
Letraset.

Hand brake warning light
Another modification for the
forgetful is a handbrake warning
Fig.9 - Micro switch fitted to
choke cable as found on

Fig.7 - Heater controls illumination.

However more often than not the
bulb has blown.

Incidently a neat position for an
additional warning light/switch is in
the centre of the heater control
panel (fig 8).

Choke warning light

If you are of a forgetful nature
then a choke warning light could
be a very useful addition. The
choke cables fitted to the larger
Triumph saloons are indeed

Triumph saloons.
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light. Again a small micro switch
part no. 144432 is fitted to the
Triumph saloons which can be
easily fitted to the Spitfire
handbrake. The most suitable
source of warning light is that
used on late Spitfire 1500’'s, part
nos. 159906, when dual circuit
brakes were fitted. If the
warning light is already fitted
then the handbrake micro switch
can be wired in parallel with the
brake pressure differential swich
such that either will cause the
warning light to illuminate.

Map light/Courtesy light

As an optional extra, Triumph
provided a rather nicely finished
multiposition map light for
fitment to the passengers glove
box. The original was wired up to
be only operable with the side
lights were switched on.

Cars from commission nos FH
130,000 were fitted with a
courtesy light on the passengers
side as well as the drivers side.
If wishing to fit one, under the
passengers parcel shelf is a good
position. Fitting a micro switch to
the passenger door is
straightforward.

Electric/wash-wipe

Pre TR7 style switchgear
Spitfires were fitted with a
manual screen wash
porated into the 2 speed
windscreen wiper switch (fig 12).
If wishing to fit an electric
washer, then the best operating
switch that | have found is that
fitted to 1500 saloons and some
Dolomites. The switch if identical
to that of the Spitfire, except
that the push action closes 2
electrical contacts for use with
an electric screen wash, as
opposed to pumping water as
with the manual screen wash (fig
13).

Another useful feature would be
the addition of a ‘single wipe’
facility for use in drizzling rain
when continuous use of the
wipers makes that awful
scraping noise. A convenient so-

incor-

lution would be a foot operated press switch (as fitted to other makes of older cars to dips the
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added to rev counter.

Fig.11 - Optional extra multi-position map light.

Fig.12 - Standard manual screen wash incorporated into wiper switch.

headlights) which when wired in parallel with the existing wiper switch,
momentarily switches on and off the wipers. An alternative is to fit one
of the proprietary intermittent wipe units available for about £20.

RECRUITMENT

DRIVE 90

With this years Recruitment Drive having
been underway since May we have now had
three monthly prizes given. These are drawn
‘raffte styte’ from the membership numbers
of all those who have recuited one or more
new members. The winners and prizes so far
are - B

86/15681 Andrew Mason - a standard type
Stainless Steel exhaust from the TSSC Of-
fer range

90/30613 Craig Bernhardt - £50.00 worth of
TSSC vouchers

85/12767 F M Edwards - £50.00 worth of
TSSC vouchers

TSSC vouchers are chosen for the majority
of prizes to allow maximum fiexabilty for the
winners, ie. these vouchers can be used to
their face value for any national TSSC Club
Service, ie. Regalia, Special Offers, In-
surance, TSSC trips abroad (such as Arcen),
they are exchangable for books through
Triumph Bookshop and even for member-
ship of the TSSC itself. So this type of prize
is very useful. Just to be consistent next

Fig.13 - Electrical contacts for elctric screen wash as found on some
1500 and Dolomite saloons. (Courtesy C. S. and J. R.)
Cigarette light .

Triumph didn't fit a cigarrette lighter to the Spitfie until near the
end of production when it was positioned as shown in Fig 14. The
switch surround should be illuminated.

ok

Fig. 14 - Original position for cigarette light. Not brake warning light
(left) fitted to later cars.

As 1 said at the beginning | am not necessarily
recommending any of the above modifications, the
choice is yours. Bear in mind that today the trend is
towards originality, biut if wishing to make additions try
and use other Triumph parts and consider how easy it
would be to change back to original at a later date..

months prize will also be £50.00 in TSSC
Vouchers.

Congratulations to the winners above. KEEP
RECRUITING and don’t forget to put your
membership number and Local Area number
on the leaflets :-

CARRY THE LEAFLETS
WITH YOU AND GET
RECRUITING NOW!!!

More leaflets available by photoco-
pying or ringing or 0858-434424,
Good luck!.

RENMENMBER

recruitment is one of the most impor-
tant processes of the Triumph Sports
Six Club and it is one in which every
single member can become involved
knowing that they are not only help-
ing the Club, but in the long run help-
ing themselves, as well certainly help-
ing a fellow owner who has not yet
discovered the many benefits of TSSC
membership.

The ‘end of season’ prizes listed below
also be ‘raffle style’ and will be drawn
in time to appear in the October 1990
Courier (eg. drawn Courier deadline for
that issue ie. 15th September 1990)
s0 now is the time to put in the effort
to try and win one of these prizes
First prize - £200 in Club Vouchers
Second prize - two fully paid up places
on the TSSC's much sought after
Christmas Weekend

Third prize - £100 in Club Vouchers
5 runners up prizes - of TSSC Sweat-
shirts your choice of type and colour

AREA PRIZE - £150.00 for
the Area who’'s members
gain the most new récuits.
OVERSEAS MEMBER'S PRIZE
for overseas members who
recruit new overseas mem-
bers - £100 in Club Vouchers
(raffle style) REC990
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I HIS month’s feature car belongs to Graham Hough, 120,000 miles recorded
on its 1600cc engine and still running smoothly. Interestingly, on the door
tread plates, there are brass coach builders plates with the legend “by Rovyal

Appointment’. “Offord of South Kensington'. Andy Bonner
1720 overbore (from 1600) — Insurance

Originally featured in the March 1990 (number 117) of the Courier. | have just received the following
letter from Footman James:

Vitesse Rallying History

Dear Andy

Footman James & Company Limited

Vitesse 1600 Pistons

I refer to our telephone conversations regarding the above. I have
now received confirmation from Dominion in respect of this matter, the
comments made by the Company, are that they can appreciate the difficulty
in obtaining the correct replacement engine parts.

Therefore as the modifications are enforced by the lack of availability,
they are quite prepared to accept this, subject to no other alterations.

this will be of assistance, however if you should have

P T o IR

In reply to my comments in the last issue of the Courier regarding the possibility
of Triumph entering a team of Vitesse’s in the Safari Rally. | received the following
informative letter from Triumph expert Graham Robsor:

Thanks for taking the trouble to write Graham.
Dear Andy, B

Vitesse Rallying History — “Shame on you Graham for not including this
in your book...""’
There is an old saying: ‘Never et the facts get in the way of a good story.....
— which is what Peter Bolton obviously did in his interview.
Quite simply, what he claims is nonsense:

1) Peter Bolton drove the Standard-Triumph in the Ken Richardson period.

2) The Richardson department was closed down in Summer 1961.

3) The ‘Robsor’ department opened in February 1962.

4) Peter Bolton did not have a contract with me — in fact NO driver had
a contract.

5) The Department’s plans were to run TR4s in Europe; there were no plans
to do anything else.

6) The Vitesse was introduced in May 1962.

7) The Department NEVER had plans to compete in the Safari, either in
Vanguards or Vitesses. Tearmns of cars were NOT entered.

8) 407V C was used by myself as a ‘chase’ car on the 1962 Alpine Rally, then
as a rally car by Vic Elford in the 1962 RAC.

9) Vitesses were used in the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally.
10) Peter Bolton still had no contract — and never drove for the team in 1962
and 1963,
11) Vitesses were dropped in 1963 when we decided they would never be
fast enough.
12) For 1964, 2000s and Spitfires were prepared for motor sport.
13) Peter Bolton still did not have a contract — nor a drive, as | did not think
he was good enougn.
14) | left the job in January 1965
15) Peter Bolton drove Spitfire race cars in 1965, but never drove arally car.
| suggest that Bolton got his dates mixed up, and the intention to do the Safari
might have been in 1960 or 1961, when Ken Richardson might have wanted
to do the Safari in Vanguards and HERALDS (not Vitesses).

Please set the gist of this in the magazine, to set the record straight.

Yours Sincerely,
A.A.G. Robson

Bonnet locks

| received a letter from C.R. Thompson recently asking if any way of locking the bonnet is available
for the Vitesse. Bonnet locks were listed by Triumph for this model and supplied under part number
562116 (2 locks). | have noticed that several advertisers in the Courier have them for sale and they
can therefore be fitted to your Vitesse and still look period. ==
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bl:|'V-EF———SPECIAL OFFERS—

MANV-ERS

EXCLUSIVE TO TSSC MEMBERS
FOR THIS MONTH ONLY____

SPITFIRE - GT6 - VITESSE - HERALD

WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER NEXT DAY DELIVERIES DISCOUNTS
GIVEN TO TRIUMPH CLUB MEMBERS
CALL IN, CHAT, DRINK OUR TEA/COFFEE. WE ARE HERE TO HELP.
TELEPHONE FOR YOUR FREE 10 PAGE CATALOGUE.
THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MASSIVE STOCKS FOR YOUR TRIUMPH

REMEMBER PARTS AND ADVICE ARE ONLY A TELEPHONE CAL AWAY

STEEL PANELS Bonnet ‘D' Plate........cc.iwuis £8.50 Rear Inner W/arch............ £29.00  Spax Adjustable Shock.... £29.00
SPITFIIRE I/I//GT6 I/Il Front Footwell with Ribs...£23.00 Headlamp Support........... £19.50  Steering Column Bush....... £2.50
. Bonnet Support Tube....... £20.00

Front Wing.. .o £42.00 5

Front Wing GT6 with louvres. ... TRIM & RUBBER SEALS goorsktlr']:. ..... 1Ed ...... ' CHROME AND FITTINGS
£70.00  Screen Rubber................ £16.00 H""”fm ’°'r‘1 'ge“ Winder Handle (State Model)£3.95

Rear Wing.........oo.cooov..... £45.00 Chrome Insert (Early)......... e7:00; TearYuarch onli..som.s Boot ‘T’ Handle with Keys£11.00

Doorskin........... ....£15.00  Chrome Insert (Late)........ £25.00 Boot Hinge (Pair).............. £15.00

BODY PANELS
COMMON TO ALL
SPITFIRE AND GT6

Front Valance... ....£55.00  Outer Doorglass Strip......... £7.50
...£32.00  Inner Doorglass Strip......... £3.50
soi

...£13.95  Clips for above.......

Matched Pair Door Barrels£10.00
Rear Valance...

LE MANS Locking Fuel Cap£12.00
Side Lamp Repair...

Chrome on Brass Bullet Mirrors.

Front Inner W/arch. ...£29.00  Gearlever Boot (Spi Outer Sill (BL)......c.cccc... £25.00 £13.00
Rear Inner Wrarch............ £29.00 Handbrake Gaiter... Outer Sill (PATTERN)....... £12.00 Wiper Arms (State Model).. £5.95
Bonnet ‘D’ Plate............... £10.50 Bonnet Stop Cone.. Sill End (Closing Plate)...... £3.00 Wiper Blades...................... £4.95
Bonnet Strengthener........ £10.50 Pedal Rubber... Inner Sill........ocoooviviinn. £7.00
Brake/Clutch Bo Sill Strengthener................ £4.00
HERALD/VITESSE Doortrim Panel. B 0o (ORI 1] - ————— £6.00 NEW ITEMS NOW IN STOCK
SALOON/CONVERTIBLE Ca{pet Sets (Top Quality).£70.00  Battery Box (ORIGINAL)...£13.00 Spitfire/GT6 Outer Door Handles
Front Wing 13/60 gs5,00 Sitfire Glove Box........... £13.00 (Matched Pair) £55.00
Front Wing VIesse. ... 262l00 Door Top Vinyl Trim - STEERING AND SUSPENSION Spitfire IV B tld """"""" 2 115'00
/ing Vitesse........... : Header Rail Seal ALL MODELS pitfire IV Bootlids.......... i
Rear Wing All Models...... £55.00 Déor Furflex's |tf;;e GT6 Interior Door Trim Panels....
Doorskin All Models......... £19.00 Door Furflex GEJI'S Steering Rack (Exchange)£28.00 £12.00
Door Frame Repair........... £10.50 T TR M e Track Rod Ends................. £4.75  Original Bonnet Catches with ‘M’
| Outer Sill Panel................ £10.00 Top Ball Joint..................... £7.76 embossed.......cosmesmmininens £17.50
Original Treadplates. ......... e550  SPITFIRE MKIV/1500/GT6 MK £ T Ve tical Link (Stanpart).... Spitfire Il GT6 Il complete Tail
Rear Valance (Steel)........ £32.00 Front Wing o sumis £42.00 £32.00 Lamp AsSy.........c.ccccoevene £30.00
Rear Qtr. Valance (Steel). £19.00  Rear Wing...........c..c.o...... £95.00  Front Trunnion (Stanpart). £12.00  Spitfire 1IV/1500/GT6 Mklll Ex-
Front Inner W/arch........... £29.00 Rear Valance................... £30.00  Front Trunnion Kit.............. £3.00 change Bumpers.............. £95.00
Rear Inner W/arch............ £29.00  Front Qtr. Valance (Fibre).£16.50  Front Wheel Bearing Kit.....£7.95  Copper Brake Pipe Kits to suit all
Front Sidelamp Repair..... £12.00  Front Inner W/arch........... £29.00 Front Oil Seal and Retainer£1.50  MOdeIS..........cocccovveiriien. £27.00

ALL PRICES ADD CARRIAGE AND VAT AT 15% - FREE CATALOGUE FREE ADVICE
g ACCESS AND VISA ACCEPTED )

STONE FARM TRIUMPH CENTRE il
FELSHAM ROAD COCKFIELD BURY ST EDMUNDS SUFFOLK IP30 OHW

TEL: 0284 828674 (2 lines)
THE No.1 TRIUMPH SPECIALIST IN SUFFOLK

[BARCLAYCARD]
| VISA .
(I

Herald/Vitesse rear quarter valances (Steel)...........cc.ccererrrennes £13.00
Brake discs suitable Herald/Spitfire/Vitesse 1600 (each).......... £11.50
Outer door glass weatherstrip all Spitfire/GT6............cccoceerreenne £6.00
Front windscreen rubber Spitfire IV/1500/GT6 Mark lll............. £10.00
Front windscreen rubber Herald/Vitesse (all models)................ £10.00
Front windscreen chrome insert Spitfire Mark 1/2/3 GT6 Mk 1/2, all

HErald/VItESSE. .....cvvveeririenieirieieies e £5.00
Header rail for soft top all Spitfire........c.coveveivrericnrniniennns £7.00
Front road springs all Spitfire/Herald.............ccoooevriniciinennns £12.00
Front road springs all VitesSe/GTB............ccoeevrerrerrerniirirrennenns £14.00
Water pumps GTB/VILESSE. .......ccvrvvrerrirrireinncinierenssissssenenes £20.00
Hoods best original quality Herald/Vitesse (choice of colours)..£60.00
Carpet set top quality all Spitfire (black only)..........c.cccvuvrvvennne £50.00
Tonneau cover all Spitfire IV/1500 (with or without headrests).£35.00
Hood bag cover Mark Il Spitfire, black with white piping......... £29.00
Complete clutch Spitfire 1500 (Ferodo)............cooveereerererrirennees £50.00
Herald 13/60 front WINGS..........ccoveemnieennniinienneseeeieeseeeees £49.95

These prices are only valid for September only /?
When ordering your parts please quote this ad (M

o 1004 826674

: L B 5 p—
ALL PRICES PLUS VAT AT &N I )
15% PLUS P&P TRIUMPH SPARES
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Tips

Worn Carburettor Problem on
Spitfire & Other Club Cars
PROBLEM? What Problem!

This problem results in the car stalling when the accelerator pedal is released and the gearkbox is in
neutral. Unfortunately, this is a commaon Sitl:é‘tiOn when appiroaching a junction, for example. Now
don’t tell me, | know! It’s called ‘coasting’ and we shouldrn’'t do it. But we all do, even in the instant
when we take our right foc;'t off the throttie and onto the brake when shunting forward at a stop
line or parking!

What Causes It

The problem lies with the carburettors and is caused by wear between the butterfiy spindie and the
body of the carb. The body is made of aluminium alloy which is softer than the brass spindle so it
is the hole which is worn by the movement of the spindie. In the twin carb setup of the 1500 Spitfire,
(which is presumably similar on other cars) each carb has a large return spring which returns the but-
terfly to the idle position by pulling down on the side nearest the engine. The throttle linkage turns
the butterfly by pulling the spindle up on the same side and the combination of these up and down
forces wear the hole in the carb body into an ovalt

This may have one of two effects. | don't know if gither of my explanations is correct, because |
fixed the problem before | thought about what the exact mechanism of the effect might be,

At first | thought that the butterfly spindle was moving relative to the idle adjustment screw. Under
throttle, the spindie is pulled to the end of the oval which gives a lower idle speed. When the pedal
is released, and before the spindle moves to the other end of the oval, the engine runs at this new,
lower idle speed. Then the vibration of the engine and the action of the return spring slowly moves
the spindle to the end which gives the high idle over several seconds.

Then a second expianation began to dawn on me and a recent chat with Nick Lord (Spit Vil sec)
confirms that this is probably the correct one. Air is sucked into the carb after the jet and weakens
the mixture but this is not normailly significant and can be compensated for by tweaking the mixture
adjustment. However, one side of the oval is ‘upstream’ of the butterfly and the other side is
'downstream’. The downstream side is at a much higher vacuum on overrun and idle because the
butterfly is almost shut. Under throttie, the spindle is pulled to the end of the oval which allows most
air to be drawn in under the vacuum downstream of the butterfly. When the pedal is released the
spindle moves to the other end of the hole where icast air is drawn into the carb but, as in the first
theory, this takes a few seconds to happen and during this time, the idle mixture is much weaker
due to more air being drawn in when the carb is passing very little fuel/air anyway. This reduces engine
revs until the spindle returns to the other end of the oval after a few seconds.

If the conditions are right, and the rpm. falls too far, the engine stalls and you are left 'Oeuf sur la
visage' fumbling for the key to re-stait.

Richard Underwood - Berkshire

Diagnosis

The obvious one, is.the syrnptom itself! Whilst in neutral, rev the engine and then relcase the
throttle. The revs will fall to the lowest point after one or two seconds, and recover back
to the normal tickover in five to ten seconds. However, this could be caused by a
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tuning problem so double check. Lift the bonnet and locate the throttle spindle linkage (but first, check
that your jar of swarfega isn't empty). There are two linkages between the carbs and the one in
question is nearest the engine. With the engine running, waggle the spindle up and down at each end
(don’t rotate the spindlel. If there is any wear, you will feel the slackness in the spindle and also hear
the engine revs rise and fall.

Schematic diagranﬁ of s.u. butterfly
Hole worn

-

Idle adjustment screw - to oval /// Throttle linkage
\—«u‘j //

Air flow ... E ; — > Air flow

from filter { 1 ¢ to engine

& jet \

/( TN

Spindie / Butterfly
Is the spindle moving relative to the idle adiustment screw?
Or is air sucked in up/downstream of the butterfly.

Low vacunsm ... High vacuum

at idle

How to cure it - the problem can be fixed in one of four ways:

1) Set the idle speed faster, so that the revs never fall sufficiently to allow the engine to stall. This
method doesn't cure the problem, but it is cheap and easy (Cost: one screwdriver and, if you really
want to go to town, a carb balancer) however the situation was so bad on my car that | had to set
tickover at 1200 rpm! It is a good interim measure before trying 3 or 4 below (and one that you, or
a previous owner has probably already done).

2) Attach a spring (or elastic band) to hold the spindle at one end of the oval hole and tweak the idle
speed to suit (possibly mixture as well). This will allow you to set a reasonable idle speed but although
the symptom is cured, increased wear will ensue and frequent idle speed and mixture adjustment
may be required.

3) Buy a new carb. body or, more likely, a pew carburettor! This could be expensive and cheaper second-
hand ones may have this problem already.

4) Have the carb. body re-conditioned by a specialist. | stripped my carbs down and took them to Burlen
Services who are SU. agents. They bored ocut the butterfly holes and fitted bushes which are the
right size to take standard spindles. The bushes are harder than the spindies, so if any wear does
occur in the future it will be the spindles which need replacing. The cost of this was £28 (£14 per carb.
but this was done two years ago so the price may have changed) and includes new spindles and but-
terflies. Note that the new butterflies are the plain type which flow better (top end power) but cause
a 'pop, popping’ on overrun (unburnt fuel due to very weak mixture, igniting on hot spots in the ex-
haust). This is not detrimental, but purists with later 1500's might retain their original butterflies with
overrun popout valves.

My thanks to Norman of ‘Spitbits’ for suggesting that | write this article, Nick Lord for confirming
my suspicions regarding the explanations and Burlen Fuel Systems, Spitfire House, Castle Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 35A. (0722) 412500.

Waxyoyl Sprayer Spares

Okay! Hands up, those of you who have mis-laid the spraying tip of your pistol sprayer. The last job
you did used the 'Nail in the Tube' extension, right? Waxoyl don't appear to sell the tip separately.
Well you could buy the complete pistol and pump kit (£8), or you could write off to Finnigans for a
replacement (20 pence, a crawling letter and wait a bit). However a company called Hozlock make
a range of equipment for spraying weed killer and pesticides called Killaspray (winner of ‘The most
un-original Trade Name'’ award!). The spraying parts are identical and spare spraying tips are available
for the princely sum of 99p! One of my local DIY warehouse stores (Homebase) carries a good range,
including spares. Most Garden Centres also carry the range. An interesting variation in the Killaspray
system is a ‘Lance Sprayer’. Imagine the Waxoyl pistol, but with the spraying tip on a 14 inch exten-
sion metal tube. It's good for getting at the nooks and crannies inside doors. You will need three items
to make a complete unit, a L.ance Sprayer’, ‘Lance Handle’' and a 'Dual Operation Tap’'. P
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SIX SPARES B

BETTER PARTS, BETTER PRICES, BETTER SERVICE! -

TRADE & EXPORT WELCOME

2-0141

10.00 - 5.30 pm Mon-Fri. 11-5.00 Sat. Callers welcome. Ring for directions.
Mail order address: 134 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. (West London)

MASSIVE STOCKS OF ORIGINAL AND REPLACEMENT TRIUMPH SPARES HELD.
SHOWN BELOW IS JUST A TINY SAMPLE OF OUR STOCK . SECONDHAND SPARES ALSO STOCKED!

SEE WHATS ON OFFER FROM US FOR SEPT. 1990

SEALS — HERALD/VITESSE:

Header Rail/lHood Seal Front ...........c.ccc....... £5.50
Hood Side Seal (top of door) ..........ccccveeenne £3.75
Front W/SEreen Sedl ...ouvwvsmin -
Door Skin to Door Glass Outer ...................
Door Skin to Door Glass Inner ....................
Bonnet Scuttle/Bulk ‘Head Seal ... i
Hand Brake Lever Gaitor - all models ..
Triumph Pedal Rubber ......................
Bonnet Stop CONES v wswwsmmsms vz
Gear lever gaitor............ccoooiiiiiiii
Door aperture seal convertible....
Door aperture seal saloon...........
Master Cylinder DUSt COVET ..covmaimasmis A
Wheelarch to dash seal (small mud flaps]..... £2.00
Front VValance seals................ccccooceeiiin.

Boot seal, new original..
Boot seal, as original....................c

SEALS — SPIT/IGT6 SEALS:
Front Windscreen Seal ............cccccoevvneiinn. £13.50
Hood Header Rail/Hard Top Front ...
Door Skin to Door Glass Seal Outer .
Bonnet Scuttle Seal ..........ccooccviiiiiiiiii
Door Skin to Door Glass Inner ....................
Door Aperture Seal (Furflex) Spitfire ..
Door Aperture Seal (Furflex) GT6 .....

Front Valance seal Spit I/Il/Ill, GT( I/l............. £1.00
Front Valance seal Spit I\V/1500 GT6 |Il........ £2.00
Boot seal SPItfire.........cccoeviieviiiiiiiiiiiicc
Tailgate aperture seal GT6... J
Gear lever gaiter Spit 1/I/L....................o.. £3.95
Handbrake gaiter, Spit VII/IL........................... £7.95
Master Cylinder Dust COVer ........................ £3.25

ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE FOR ABOVE CARS
CHROME/LOCKS/BRIGHTWORK:

Windscreen Insert HeriVit ... £5.00
Door Handle L/Hand Her/Vit . .. £9.95
R/Hand Barrel and Keys Her/Vit .................. £3.95
Bonnet Mirror Her/Vit Original .................. £11.75
Door Mirror Spit/GT6 Il ..cccvveveiiiiiiii £10.75
Boot Hinges (pairs) Her/\it/Spit I/l .......... £14.95

Boot 'T' Handle and Keys Her/Vit/Spit I/lI/lll . £9.80

‘Rear centre valance (orig Vitesse).. .
Rear centre valance (orig Herald)..................... £33

Chrome/Locks/Brightwork cont.
Bonnet lock Kit (DaIrs) . esvssmsssmssmssnsimmmsmis
Door mirror Spitfire IV 1500, GT6 Ill.
Boot lock ass. Spit IV 1500...........cccccvveenen.
Spitfire VI/IVGT6 Il
outer Door Handle Assembly R/H or L/H £11. 95
Original Chrome flip top petrol caps - Spitfirel\V/1500
£17.50
Inner door handle assembly Spitfirel\V//1500/GT6 |Il..
£12.75
Chrome Wiper Arm Assembly (all models).... £4.95
Stainless Wiper blades (all models)................. £4.50
Tailgate lock assy. GT6 Il.............. sw E12.95
Tailgate lock assy. GT6 lll......................

Front w/screen insert Spit I/I/Il GT6 1 I.... . £5
Tailgate rubber insert GT6 VI/........................... £5
COVET (ClIPS. TOF HASERLS cusmussmmmsmmssmommsmmsmmsnes £0.80
Spit IV/15090 GT6 IIf outer door handles (matched pair)
black: OF CRNOMIE....a.sxsessrmsnsisssisimssssiosmssin sivas £55
Spitfire locking petrol €aps............ccccccccoene. £11.95

Herald/Vitesse locking petrol caps (chrome)... £5.75
Window winder handle Spit IV/GT6 II'1Il....... £3.95
Spit I 11 1 GTé6 | 1l chrome h/light rim............. £7.50
Window winder handle Her/Vit Spit I Il I GT6 1 £3.95
Door inner opening handle Her/Vit, Spit I Il Il GT6 |

£3.95
Door inner opening handle GT6 Il................. £3.95
Cubby box assy comp. Her/Vit .. £4.90

Rear overider Her/Vit pair R -7
ALL OTHER LOCKS & BRIGHTWORK STOCKED

PANELS HERALD + VITESSE:

Rear 'Qt. 'Valarice StEE| ..o £13.00
Front Wing Herald 13/60 Original Pressing £44.00
Front Wing Vitesse Original Pressing ......... £54.00
Rear 'Wing HerVIL ..o - £49.50
Front Wing Arch Repair ............................. £10.95
Rear Wing Arch Repair ;:uwmmmmmssmmmass £10.95
Sill HEPVAL cccvvessvmmmmvssmsmssssommsesasmaisvss £9.00

Door Skin Original Pressing
Bonnet ‘D’ plate Her/Vit...............

NEW PRODUCT

(original).
Complete bonnet front pannel Her 13/60  £42.00

ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER PANELS STOCKED
PANELS SPIT/GT6:
Front Wing Spit IV, GT6 Il ............ccooo.......

Front wing orig Spit | Il Il/GT6 |
Front wing orig GT6 Il..................

Sill = all SPI/GTE .o .
Rear Wing Original Spit I/l GT6 I/l ........ £46.00
Rear Valance Spit /Il GT6 Il ................. £37.00

Rear Valance Spit IV GTé I
Boot Floor All Models ............c.cccccooiin..
Door Skin Spit I/i/Il GT6 /11
Door Skin MkIV GTé6 Il
FUll FIOOT ..o

Boot Lid Spitfire IVV/1500 ........c..cccoooevein. £99.00
Rear Light Panel Spitfire 1\V//1500

ALL OTHER PANELS SPITFIRE/GT6 STOCKED
MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION/STEERING

Front Trunnion/Swivel Original Stanpart..... £11.00
Steering Rack Exchange...................... .. £26.00
Driveshaft all models non-Roto £45.00
New: propshafts oM s £65.00

Front Anti Roll Bar Link all... £7.95
Front vertical link Vit/GTé6.... v £32.100
Front vertical link Her/Spit.... v £34:00
Stub axle Her/Spit................. siy BT 450
A0 o= 1 ([ IRVA) 7/ € 1) I ————————— £18.50
Front wheel bearing kit including hub felt (state model)

£9.25
Top ball joint, all MOdelS; s s £8.50
Track rod end, all models..... £4.95
Universal joint, all models.... £4.95
Front shock absorbers, all.... £17.90

=5 1 gleel =] o1o] do =l < M || ISA———————— £17
Rear full wheel bearing kit, non rotoflex models £11.95
Rear full wheel bearing, non rotoflex models £12.95

Rotoflex coupling and bolts (genuine)......... £24.95
Rear leaf spring Spit IV/1500, GT6 Il late... £49.50
Rear leaf spring Spit /... £49.50
Rear leaf spring GT6 I/l Rotoflex............... £49.50
FUEL SYSTEM + CARBS

Petrol tank sender unit Her/Vit................... £22.50
Petrol tank sender unit SPit...........ccccooveene £18.50

Fuel pump Her/Vit......
Fuel pump Vit/GT6......cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiieee £18.50

Exclusive New I.ine
FROM

SIX SPARES

Pressed Steel
Chrome
Rear Over-riders

For Herald & Vitesse £58.00 pair
Remanufactured to original specification supplied complete
with fittings and mounts or can be ordered without fitting
kit for £56.00 or singularly at £29.50. Numbers produced
means no waiting, ORDER NOW!!

Hoods Herald/Vitesse - original quality .............. £68.00
Spitfire - zip rear Window ...........cccccoceevvieenennn.. £64.00
Carpet Sets - Herald/Vitesse tufted & bound ..... £65.00

- Spitfire - top quality .......ccccccooeeenn. £65.00

ALL OTHER TRIM AVAILABLE

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

FUEL SYSTEM + CARBS CONTINUED

Carb repair kit (Stromberg)...............c...c........ £9.95
Carb repair Kit (SU'S)...cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiie £9.95
Full range of new and fully reconditioned carbs
available

BUMPERS ETC.

Rubber bumper set, Herald........................... £82.00
Bumper end cap aluminium, Herald............... £6.25
BRAKES ETC.

Brake disc 4 cyl. models...............c..cocoonn.n.

2Tz ] (e (Lol Rey7 [ oo [ LR W———————

Wheel cylinders (state model)........................

Brake hoses front/rear (state model)..
Engine mounts 4 cy!
Engine mounts 6 Cyl........c.cccooceiiiiiiininn,
COOLING SYSTEM

Water pump Spit IV/1500 (non viscous]...... £21.00
Water pump Spit 1500 (viscous)
Water pump Her/Spit.....................

Warer pump VIit/GT6b......c..coocvoiiiiiiiiia
Radiator + overflow bottle (all models......... £5.25

PLEASE NOTE —

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE POSTAGE & VAT
(15%) AND ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF
GOING TO PRESS.

FTY The COURIER
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 TRIUMPH
T-6+

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

The custom-designed, chrome-plated steel roof rack is secured to the drip rail. Ski carrying attachments can be fitted to it.

Bumper guards are available for front and rear protection and will double very nicely as badge bars.

A complete line of Sports Car Club of America-approved competition equipment is available. For a competition option list,
write to the Triumph Competition Department, British Leyland Motors Inc., 1957 West 144th Street, Gardena, California 90249;




Superior Quality

resti9e@ carHOODS & TRIM

DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

FACTORY QUALITY HOODS

* H/DUTY PVC - Smooth grain black PVC hooding.

* SUPERIOR VYNIDE - Motor Industry Standard grained
vinyl. Used as Original Equipment by British Sports Car
manufacturers this vinyl is both flame retardant and
U.V. stabilised.

* EVERFLEX - Superior range of coloured hooding used
as original equipment by Rolls Royce. Available in
white, tan, beige, red, navy, cream, grey, maroon &
green.

* DOUBLE DUCK - A 200z black Duck Cloth hooding
which offers both a higher degree of wearability and
sound insulation over vinyl hoods. Available as a direct
replacement to your vinyl top should you wish to
upgrade and take advantage of its classic looks.

* MOHAIR - Top of the range Industry Standard fabric
hooding used by leading car manufacturers on luxury
cars. Available in black, brown, beige & navy.

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
HIDUTY SUPERIOR DOUBLE
MODEL PVC VYNIDE EVERFLEX DUCK MOHAIR
TAILORED TO FIT PRECISELY Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 (zip) £60.61 £78.85 £98.57 £108.28 184.20
) Spitfire Mk1/2/3 £52.37 £75.90 £94.87 £108.28 -
Full D.1Y. fitting instructions enclosed. Herald/Vitesse £57.07 £75.90 £94.87 - -
All hoods feature Superior "VYBAK " Stag — - - £114.49 £181.90
windows which will not crack or TR3-5 £76.51 £99.30 £124.13 £116.95 £209.40 .
discolour. Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 come TR6, TR7 £67.08 £88.85 £111.07 £108.28 £184.19
with factory fitted fasteners for easy Matching Toneau Covers £44.00 £55.00 £68.75 £77.00 £104.50
D.LY. fitting. Matching Hood Covers £31.35 £39.18 £48.97 £49.50 £75.13
FULL FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
All sets based on SOUND |
FACTORY
B IORY DEADENING KITS
Specifically designed to compliment our carpet sets
LARGE S.A.E. a}:ldkreduce interior noise levels. Die-cut from %"
thick latex backed felt each i
FOR t y el ch set comes with full
COLOUR instructions and ample adhesive for quick and easy
BROCHURE D.LY fitting.
T /
FORGET THE REST! Model BLACK DEEP SOUND
. ) VELOUR PILE DEADENING
* VEL - i | =
bacl.?lé?acfl::[;t'h velour pile hardwearing carpet with rot proof latex Spitfire 10 pce £39.10 £52.42 £25.50
GT6 15 pce £49.00 £63.01 £32.50
* DEEP PILE - Motor Industry Standard luxury pile carpet d by Herald/Vitesse 4 pee £29.20 £LE £22,50
\eading ear facturers, Availableiin the Do o colours. black, TR Stag 11 pce £49.00 £63.01 32.50
brown, beige, blue, red, green grey & navy. Edges bound in leathercloti; TR415/6 15 pce £39.10 £52.42 £25.50
with a choice of contrasting colours if required. TR7 7 pee £29.20 £41.83 £22.50

INTERIOR TRIM KITS

You can now totally re-trim your cars interior over a single
weekend with no sewing or trimming skills necessary. Fantastic
range available including O.E. black, luxurious Velour or our

Saville Grey and Biscuit. All available with optional contrasting
- Covers  Doors s Rear  FULL PANEL

exclusive JAGUAR COLOUR SCHEMES including Magnolia,
piping. Seat

Per Pair  Pair Panels  Panel Sets
Spitfire Mk4
ﬂ O.E. Black £55.50 £22.95 £1336 E£18.00 £49.50
Velour £69.50 NIA NIA NIA £69.50
Jaguar Colours £69.50 NIA NIA NIA £59.50
Leather £135.00 FULL SETS ONLY (VINYL) £59.50

ORDERING IS EASY CALL US NOW!24 HRS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
ORDER LINE: 051-608 8683 FAX: 051-608 0439 WORLD WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE

Quote credit card or cash on delivery (pay postman). UK.£3.50; Europe £15: U.S.A /Can £22; Aus/N.Z. £40
Add the following for carriage NEXT DAY £7.50, POST £3.50. All U.K. prices subject to 15% VAT

EN PRESTIGE AUTO TRIM PRODUCTS LTD.

Prestige House, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 3DU
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Pen to
Paper

RE: TWO LOGS NEARER HEAVEN

| am indebted to Jon Maybe for encouraging me to have a second look at my design to set the passenger
seat higher up to suit a young person. | consulted two engineers, mechanical and structural. Both said
that a full analysis of the forces produced by a crash would be very complex and full of variables and
recommended treating the subject by comparison.

The Spitfire's passenger accommodation was presumably designed and is accepted as safe enough
for the largest adult that could fit. My design was for a child of about half the mass and not as tall
as an adult. If larger, he or she wouldn't fit.

In a front end crash, the inertia of the seated passenger (and driver) is taken by the seat belt. With
my risers in place, the seat belt actually takes up a better position over the body of a child. The stresses
on the seat bolts are little different from the unmodified layout with regard to shear and tension,
ie: shear on all bolts and most of comparatively low upward tension on the rear bolts pivoting round
the front bottom corner of the assembly. | was careful to specify the same bolts which are accepted
as adequate.

In a rear end crash, the inertia is taken by the seat, the forces on the bolts being similarly arranged
but '‘back to front’, ie: most upward tension, larger than for the frontal crash, on the front bolts pivoted
round the rear bottom corner of the ass'embly. If the bolts were adequate for an adult, they must
be adequate for a child of half the mass.

The impact of an even smaller child hitting the back of the seat in a frontal crash can involve forces
no greater than the above stated rear end crash.

Both the engineers | consulted laughed at the idea that beams of wood of the dimensions | specified
would break in the 113" between the forward floor and rear seat attachment bolts, before the bolts
or the floor would fail. The only area left in doubt is the ability of the wood to withstand splitting
particularly at the rear seat attachment point.

I would therefore recommend that the wood is extended rearwards to leave about 2" between the
back of the rear nut slot and the end of the wood or, for the utmost safety, use 2%2" or 3" long
bolts all round clamping almost all the wood between head and nut by adjusting the depth of the counter-
bores and nutslots.

All that guff about unrestrained children in back seats, of boot lid hinges failing and boot lids becoming
guillotines is nothing more than professional lobbyists' scare mongering. In a front end crash, it's no
different from any unrestrained adult or child in the back of any 4-seater. Until the retrofit of rear
belts is mandatory, you make your own decision. In a rear crash, the failure of boot lid hinges etc.
would apply to every 2 or 4 - seater drophead, Spitfire, Vitesse or of any other make. It's got nothing
to do with my seat risers. In the meantime, keep a careful watch through your rear view mirror, lest
a spiritedly driven GT6 becomes your rear end accident!

J.N.C.Richardson - Stockport

TRIUMPH IN WALES

Full & Part Restorations carried out, MOT work, Mechanical & Bodywork,
Chassis Changes, Body Shells Rebuilt.

Lots of good used spares for sale at reasonable prices.
Cars for sale and Wanted, Distance no object.

STEVE GILL SPORTSCARS TEL 0495 774963 day

0495 763865 eve

STEDMANS YARD TALYWAIN PONTYPOOL

The COURIER FC3




Kit Car Insurance

Mr. Yeoman's letter relating to kit car insurance has served to heighten my own disillusion with the
scheme.

About 2 years ago | was urging all and sundry to join the club, not least because of the insurance scheme.
After months of the blanket advertising more detail was published, with an exclusion for Northern
Ireland. | was considerably annoyed. Now before you all leap to point out that several insurance com-
panies have ceased trading here, may | point out two things.

1. Any damage caused by civil disturbance is compensated for by the NI Office and affects no insurance
company.
2. The scheme is advertised for all members.

Despite other insurance firms pulling out - and there are many reputable names still dealing here - how
many club cars (including kit cars) are eligible for insurance cover in Ulster. Not many | wager - and
therefore a srnall risk. Where is the service to members?

Coincidentally, | am the same age as Mr. Yeoman, with the same model Spartan neariy completed.
It will be interesting to see what insurance problems | meet.

Since joining TSSC the magazine has blossomed into a really worthwhile technical handbook and 1 look
forward to receiving it each month, almost invariably on the tst. To those of you who flinch at the
mention of a kit car, | must say that | bought my Herald as scrap from an owner who believed it to
be beyond mechanical repair. Being new to the model, so did I. As dismantiing progressed, and even-
tually aided by the TSSC magarzine, | realised that it was far from beyvond saving, but too late. However,
I have spend almost £1000 on new parts which helps continue the demand for us all, and inspired by
the Herald, | bought a 13/60 Convertible as well.

Should any of you consider a holiday in Ulster, don’t be put off. We have superb scenery and fishing.
The 'troubles’ - well what about Trafalgar Sq. recently? Toxteth, Bristol, Hungerford, Broadwater
Farm, Brixton - some of them predictable areas - as ocurs are. Come on over - incidentally | arm third
generation London born despite the name.

And in conclusion, has anyone a spare plainslider for a Spitfire seat assemblly? In return | have a sound
Herald fuel tank, Herald heater and a large speedometer unit. | would post the speedo-head. No charge
for any of these. Phone Belfast 428428.

Club cars in Ulster Folk & Transport Museum. There is an Amphicar on display at the Witham St. Gallery
in Belfast - on long loan.

Also thereis a Herald in store at the UFTM at Holywood, significant to Ulster because it was assembl-
ed by Clarence Engineering in Belfast. It is in an unfortunate colour of khaki brown.

M.B.Slattery - N.lreland

WEEKEND IN CYPRUS

I thought that your readers may be interested in the details of a recent weekend which | spent in Cyprus.
En-route to the beach and yet another glass of Kokkinelli; imagine my surprise when coming down
the street was a superb Convertible Herald. Normally, of course, it would have caught my eye anyway
- but the fact that it was bright pink made it unmistakeable.

This was, however, not the first, or last, Triumph we spotted that weekend. The first was a red
Herald Convertible lurking at RAF Akrotiri. The last were two languishing in a Cypriot scrapyard. Both
were easily restorable! In between we spotted another dozen Heralds and Vitesses, mostly Conver-
tibles (not surprisingly), mostly in good condition and mostly blaring loud music with blonde Swedes
in the back! The best was a superb black and white Vitesse Saloon in a showroom. However, | couldn't
see the price.

As you can imagine there were loads of cars/lorries from the 50's/60's including Volvos, MGBs, Jaguars,
VWs - but precious few Fords!!

As a footnote | reckon that there must be about 150 Heralds, Vitesses and Spitfires in Cyprus. Rich

pickings for the Club - or did it know already. .
Bill Eaton - RAF Laarbruch

RUNNING-ON

Owning a Vitesse Mkll and GT6 MKl both of which give me problems with running-on [ was surprised
some months ago to stumble upon a solution.

The problems can be solved if the tickover can be reduced from 850 rpm to under 500 rpm prior to
turning off the ignition. This can be achieved by (1) turning the headiights on, (2) blipping the throttle

EN The COURIER

(giving a temporary over rich mixture) and/or (3) turning on the heated rear screen. Simply the greater
the electrical load the siower the rpm.

I had toyed with the idea of a switchable ballast resistor in the ignition or some sort of gigantic swit-
chiable resistor across the battery (but common-sense prevailed).
All the above ideas incidentally will backfire on the
absent-minded owner!

Ray Vinters - Redditch

Buying Secondhand

Now that the Club is offering alloy wheels it might be the time to issue a warning regarding buying
secondhand. If you buy wheels that are corroded, do clean them up and inspect them properly before
use. It goes without saying that if they are cracked (even hairline..) or have been kerbed then they
should be binned.

L.ess obvious, but just as important, make sure that you use the right wheel nuts and that they are
done up properly!l! Most alloy wheeis require nuts with a large shoulder to spread the ioad - standard
wheel nuts will NOT do. You have been warned.

Unfortunately, | did not heed the above and lost a wheeal from my 1200 Saloon at about 45 miph
The result was not entirely pleasant, although | was only shaken, not hurt, the damage done to the
car was fairly expensive... .could have been worse.

If anybody out there has a 100 + 18 spoke cast wheel, 5.5 x 13 (photo on page 16 Bond Turning Circle)
going cheap, | would like to hear from them as the one | lost ended up in two bits! They can reach
me on 0793 484556 at the office. | need a bornnet as well, steel or 'glass’.

John Watson - Swindon

GT6 Bonnet Stays

In answer to Chrissie Sheldon's plea about how to stop gusts of wind blowirng her GT8 bonnet shut (The Courier
May 1990 page 53), perhaps she and other GT6 owners would be interested in my solution.

It involves welding two plates onto . .
the support strut channel and drilling
a hole through them so that a boit (or
a 'pip’ pin as | used) can be inserted.
'Pip' pins should be obtainable from
good motorsport competition sup-
pliers but a hole and some sort of re-
taining pin would be just as well.
Properly done, | can't imagine any
wind getting round this solution

1 enclose photographs to illustrate the

above. Michael Garbutt - Wolverhampton

Club Association

| read with interest Neil Qakman's Anglia Report in Area News Review May 1990, However, Neil omitted to mention
that of the nearly forty people who attended the April meeting, fifteen were associated with the TR Drivers Club,
whe regularly support the meetings. Also, TRDC is responsible for arranging the video show on welding (May),
treasure hunt (July), and talk by Bill Blydenstein (November), which Neil will no doubt mention in due course. The
local association between TSSC and TRDC is proving to be of benefit to both clubs, and | hope to see it continue
for some time

Graham Slater - Cambridge Area Sec. TRDC.

Check Your Pressure

After reading John Thomason's article Spitfire IV/1500 Register Courier 116 on a matter of lubrication. I would like
to add to the list of possible oil leaks which applies to ail club car engines.

It is excessive oil pressure to be found mostly on rebuilt or original low mileage engines leading to leaking seais and
gaskets if not checked. A simple check of the oil pressure with a suitable gauge screwed into the block in place
of the oll pressure switch will reveal what the pressure is. s

Hot & Cold engine readings should be taken and if found to be above 75ibs cold and/60lbs hot at 2-3000 revs, adiust
by adding a suitable washer or Part No. 501258 under pressure relief valve cap until pressure is correct. Ideally at
idle on a hot engine your pressure should not be less than 25lbs. By checking your pressure you will also discover
Jjust how good or bad your engine is. :

High oil pressure was found on 3-Mk3 Spitfire engines that | have rebuilt and most recently a (low mileage genuine)
1500 Spitfire | was working on had the problem also. | have heard of a 2 litre Vitesse with this fault also. 1 hope
this information is useful to members.

R. Chambers - Dymchurch Kent
The COURIER FP%d




The Kids
HAPPY

FRISBEES

£2.50 + 50p p/p

PLAYING CARDS
£2.25 + 50p p/p

G COURIER
METAL ENAMELED BOOKMARK

SPITFIRE LAPEL BADGES
IN RED, GREEN, BLUE & YELLOW
£1.25 + 25p P/P (state colour)

75p + 15p p/p
Send all orders to

- TSSC Regalia 121B St Mary’s Road,
msay Market Harborough Telephone Orders 0858 34494

L (ﬂ*““"g riumph |
_ﬂ C.S’/lozti A EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE CAR INSURANCE

EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE INSURANCE

FOR MEMBERS OVER 25

Affordable
Agreed Value Car Insurance

For 17 - 24 Year olds

For Insurance advice Telephone Footman James & Co 021 - 561 - 4196
For information or queries on the Valuation service Tel: 0945 - 443159

L Publications.
Pres tlglous New RAC members receive a Free RAC Traditional Grille Badge when joining
through the Club Scheme.
6 0o 0 y Join the RAC through your Club, and the Club earns a commission.
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TRUST THE TRUST?

David Fairhead - London

Y first Triumph was a Herald 13/60 convertible. it had been sprayed a non-
original metallic blue, but it locked goocd and compared to my Austin A-30,

it really moved. (Then again, compared to my A-30, a snail really moved). | saw
two good surmnmers in the Herald, and three where the roof leaked. Gradually the
metallic blue became an oxide hue and in 18989, after five years of not entirely
trouble-free motoring, | traded it in for a Vitesse. Phew, six cylinders! Wow, twin
headlights! Blimey Guv, wooden bits on the doorst Oh, holes in the floor...

The Vitesse is my car, the car that | use every day,
to travel to work, to go to the shops, to coilect
parking tickets. Perhaps there have been times,
particularly when the rcof is leaking on me, or
when it's cverheating again, that 've thought
about something newer, but | remind mysef that
newer also means cost, newer means bland, newer
means boring. | like my car, it isr't just a machine
that gets me frorm A to B, it is sormething that lets
me enjoy the bit in between. And ever since | joined
the AA, I've felt entirely confident driving it.

Although my friends might disagree, | don’t think
I'm obsessed by the Triumph Vitesse. It is just that

a spare day can't go past without at least one little
look under the bornet, t's so relaxing, perhaps
almost therapeutic, tinkering with engines. One of
the joys' of ownership is, of course, the ease with
which the wvehicle can be worked on, and the
straightforward nature of it's mechanics. Them |
can fix. But bodywork. No mate. Not here. That'll
cost you. You see, my car is not in concours
condition, and it never will be.

Yes, my car has the dreaded tin worm slowly and
discreetly creeping through it, bubbling the
paintwork around panel-joints and dropping the fit
of the doors. | suppose that at least the rain can
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drain out of the floor. Every now and again, when
1 discover a piece of hidden paintwork unmarked
by rust, or oil, or scuff, | can daydream about when
the car left the factory, and who owned it then.
And | look in the reprint of my official workshop
manual and drool over the exploded views of the
body panels. And | imagine what my car could be
like if | could simply replace whats left of my boot
floor with the one-piece pressing illustrated in the
book. Or the rear floor pan. Or the front valance.
We could be here all day...

And so I'll ring up Bill at Six Spares, and we'll talk
Vitesse for fifteen minutes or so, because he
knows every little bit and because he's too polite
to tell me to .... off. And I'll ring up Mike at Chiswick
Car Craft and chat to him. But Mike is always busy
repairing holes in the undersides of Triumphs, and
probably would tell me to .... off, so | don't disturb
him for long.

What | ask Bill and Mike about is BMIHT, The British
Motor Industry Heritage Trust, because hardly a
month goes past without some mention of them
in the motoring press, or even indeed The Courier.
A whole new MGB body shell. New B posts and
wings for the TR6, Spitfire Bonnets. These are
exciting developments, and are to be applauded.
Hurrah! Three cheers for BMIHT!

But who are BMIHT? l've noticed that they
'approve’ things, like Morris Minor centres, and MG

specialists. They have a strange little logo, which
looks like the Starship Enterprise after a traffic
shunt (and I've always been a little suspicious about
dodgy logos). Who are these guys? And why do
they only re-manufacture parts for such a small
range of cars? Why don't they make bits for
Vitesses? Or Heralds? Or GT6's!

I have my suspicions. Little hints appear in The
Courier every now and again. Bill spreads a littie
bit of gossip. Wags in the trade call them MG
Heritage. Perhaps it’'s being run by the same group
of people who oversaw the demise of the car
industry proper? Or are they a bunch of old buffers
who consider that the MG and the TR are the only
cars worth preserving? Or perhaps they're a cartel
of concours-obsessed elitists who believe that
exclusivity is preferable to repair. Whoever they
are, they really .. Nothing personal you
understand, just an intense irritation verging on the
psychotic. It's quite simple. A small group of people
are withholding the very things that could save
thousands of Heralds and Vitesses like mine.
To be fair (but only for a moment), it's highly
unlikely that all the tooling for the cars still exists,
not uniess British leyland packed it all very
carefully away. (I think we can assume that it no
longer all exists..). But some of it, perhaps most
of it, is probably sitting in a warehuse in the
Midlands, rusting slowly and doing nothing. Why
is it doing nothing? What is going on inside the
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Motor Heritage offices that is denying us the bits
we need? They are sitting on a goldmine. | wish
that they were sitting on a volcano, because it
might make them do something.

As you must know by now, The Triumph Sports
Six Club is the second biggest of it's type in the
country. It serves a social function (if you like sit-
ting in dingy pubs, drinking beer with fellow
obsessives), and it serves a practical function: to
advise on technical matters, and to encourage
spart-part availability. Some months ago a positive
step was taken. A letter was written to British
Motor Heritage. Club members around the coun-
try held their breath for a month. After many
fatalities, npthing happened. As memory serves
me, and it doesn’'t all the time, the letter received
no response. So now the time for polite letters to
Motor Heritage is passed. Don't these people know
who they’re dealing with? They are dealing with
the Triumph Sports Six Club.

Now is the time for action. Agitate, Disorientate,
but don’t Destroy. Pressure needs to be applied.
I'm pretty sure that petitions get as far as the
dustbin, but it's always an option. How about some
more defamatory articles in The Courier. Are any
members of the Club journalists - how about an ex-
pose in the motoring section of your paper? (It
might get syndicated..)) | see television documen-

kissing mv car - or looking for clues!!
taries, | see billboard campaigns, | see questions in
the house. However it's done, 1 wouldn’t mind a
response from Heritate though....
Because unless the people who run Heritage can
be persuaded otherwise, very soon Mike at
Chisvggck Car Craft will no longer have any original
metal left to weld to, and people like Bill, running
companies like Six Spares will go under because
they try once too often to re-manufacture an item
that could aready exist.
Something is rotten in the Motor Heritage Trust,
and it isn't the floorpans. <

UK AYLES S

Specialist in all Triumph Rear
Axle and Differentials
Exchange units off the shelf or
customers own unit rebuilt to
the highest possible standard

ALL UNITS CARRY A 12 MONTHS
WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Nationwide Delivery Service

Overseas Enquiries Welcome
S

= 081571 49577260

RIUMPH

TEL * 091 - 478 5444 <0 ‘P\P\ \D " NA L —

FAST MAIL ORDER

NEW AND USED PARTS FOR - STAG - TR 7
ENGINE AND GEARBOX REPAIRS, ALLOY WELDING ETC

FAX + 091 - 478 4739

SUPPLIESE——2

« TR » SPIFFIRE 3V AND 500 » 2000 « 2500 « RESTORATIONS, TR 8 CONVERSIONS, SERVICING.

Above: Michelotti's styling for the Herald had a strong
identity and served the model throughout it's 12 year
production life with no radical alterations.:

BUYING A HERALD OR VITESSE

Following on from last months feature on buying a GT6 this month with Practical
Classics we look at the Herald/Vitesse range of Club Cars.

SPITFIRE MK. 4 1300/1500
Full Recon. Engine (1300) £320; (1500) £360; Ex. Qit Pump £36;
Engine Parts Detail in our price list — Please enquire. 1300
Gearbox Recon. Less O/D £130; Ex. 1500 G/Box Recon. Less
O/D £135; Ex. Recon. O/D £125; Ex. Differential Recon. (1300
& 1500) £135; Ex. 1300/1500 Driveshaft £52.50; Radiator Recon.
£60 ex; Ex. Hoses and Clips ex stock; Kenlowe Fan Kit £65; Viscous
Coupling £40; Clutch Assy. (1300) £45; Clutch Assy. (1500) £45;
Master Cylinder £32.50; Slave Cylinder £26; Brake Pads £5.50;
Brake Shoes 1300/1500 £10; Brake Disc £13; Brake Drum £20;
Brake Caliper (recon.) £32; Ex. Rear Wheel Cylfinder £10; Brake
Master Cyl. £38 (singte circuit); Tandem Master Cyfinder £85; Seal
Kits and Hoses ex stock; Recon. Steering Rack £30; Ex. Track
Rod End £5.25; Lower Steer Coupling £19; Lower Trunion £15;
Trunion Fit Kit £4.25; Top Ball Joint £10; Shock Absorber (front)
£16; Uprated Shock Absorber (pair) £55; Road Spring (front) £18;

£16; Uprated Rear Shock Absorber £44 pr; Bushes/Mountings
from stock: Front Outer Wing (BL) £65; Front Quter Wing
(Remade) £35; Quarter Valance (steel) £37; F/glass £15; Door Shell
(recon) £75; Ex. Door Skin £20; BL Outer Sill £23; Remade Outer
Sill £13; Floor Panels from £20; Rear Valance £35; Rear Wing
£92; Boot Floor Repair (3) Sections £40; Full S/Steel Exhaust
System (1300) £115; (1500) £120; Mild Steel from £60 — Free

Leaf Spring £70; Leaf Spring (S/H) £25; Rear Shock Absorber

Price List Available — Please enquire.
Just a sample of our slock. Send for free price lists. Trade and Export enquiries welcome.

=B i

rder Parts:- Telephone with credit card delails, st Al enquiries to:-

it ordering by post — Telephone first to confirm defivery casts. DeptL, 76

Please add VAT to all prices. Pricgs subject fo change without nolice. | Cardina) Triumph Supplies,

OPENING HOURS. Mon - Fri B30 am. — 530 p.m. Cardinal House, High Leve! Road,
Sat9.30 am. — 200 p.m. Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. NEB 2AG

Michael Brisby discusses the very popular small
Triumphs and what to look for when buying one.

THE Triumph Herald and its larger engined sister,
the Vitesse, have now been out of production
for ten years and they are still remembered with
affection by many thousands of people who knew the
model in its younger days. But the Herald in all its forms
is more than a memory. Over the two or three years
an increasing number of enthusiasts have turned their
attention to preserving the cars - witness the growing
club support for them.

There are several reasons for the “discovery” of the Herald and

Vitesse - during its twelve years production life the Herald enjoyed
a reputation for being easy to drive, notably easy to maintain and
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cheap to run and those qualities
make the cars attractive to
those who wish to restore and
run an old car without spending
a fortune. The fact that the
Herald enjoyed such a long
production life and was produced
in such a variety of forms has
meant that the enthusiast has
plenty of cars to choose from
without having to contend with
rarity value, and a healthy
number of spares and repair
specialists to call on.

The trend towards looking after

The COURIER EEY



Heralds and Vitesses predictably
started with the more recent,
faster and open versions, but has
now grown to include estate car,
early examples of all types, vans
and also the coupe, which at least
one Herald expert considers likely
to become particularly sought
after. Cars in good condition are
still readily available, but there is
increasing evidence to show that
quite a few cars suitable for
restoration are being bought,
particularly by those attempting
their first old car restoration.
The Herald family are not
without their design limitations
which largely reflect cost cutting
at the initial design stage,
although that did not extend to
the general standard of finish or
equipment. In fact the Herald
family represents an interesting
and, in many ways, attractive
reflection of motoring in the
sixties.

THE HISTORY

Triumph cars first appeared in
1923 and in their early years
were quite unremarkable apart
from their early adoption of
hydraulic braking (1927/8), but
despite this Triumph survived the
depression and by the mid-
thirties were producing some
rather elegant cars comparable
with the medium sized products
of S.S. (later to become Jaguar)
and MG. However, the Coventry
based company were not in a
strong financial position and were
taken over by the much older
established Standard Motor
Company in 1944,

The post-war Standard Vanguard
and Triumph range attracted a lot
of attention with distinctive
looking cars like the tear-drop
Vanguard, the razor edge style
Triumph saloons and the slightly
controversial Triumph Roadster,
but these cars were not huge
sales successes and Triumph had
no saloon after 1954 until the
arrival of the Herald in 1959.
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The Herald 12/50 was current from 1963-67 and boasted about 11 b.h.p. more
than the standard 1200. It was sold in saloon form only.

The van version of the Herald, known as the Courier did not share the same
sales success as the saloon and is now hard to find.

For most of the Fifties Standard
Triumph had been sustained by
the successes of the Ferguson
tractor (which initially used a
petrol paraffin version of the
Vanguard wet-liner four cylinder
engine) and the remarkably
effective Triumph TR sports cars
(which also used a developed
version of the Vanguard engine).
By the mid-fifties it was very
apparent that the British market
urgently needed new designs for
its small car ranges (the Standard
8 and 10 being spent forces) and

The Herald Coupe is
now comparatively
rare. The roof section
was not intended to
be removable and the
Herald Convertible
proved to be a better
sales prospect.

&

that Standard Triumph would not
survive without a contender.
The production figures and the
long life of the basic design show
clearly that Standard Triumph
came up with the right car and
its success probably played a
very large part in making possible
the later production of the
Triumph 2000, the link up with
Rover and later absorption of
Alvis, and the prominent role ST
subsequently played in British
Leyland.

o

The Herald in estate car form is a useful and

economical family workhorse.

The 13/60 Herald, seen here in it's attractive convertible form, inherited the
Vitesse "slant eye” look bonnet but with only two headlamps.

DESIGN

In the motor industry it was
probably common knowledge
that BMC were working on the
Mini and Ford were only slightly
behind with the Ford Anglia. If
Triumph were not to miss the

boat the Herald had to be
introduced quickly. In the
circumstances it is therefore not
at all surprising that Standard-
Triumph chose to turn the clock
back and revert to basing the
new car on a separate chassis. In
addition to being quicker to
design and cheaper to tool up for

the use of a separate chassis
provided the opportunity to
contemplate van, plus estate car
versions, a convertible and a
coupe and the basic saloon
without any major design
alterations.

Obviously those who made the
decisions at StandardTriumph
felt very: strongly that all-
independent suspension was a
strong selliing point and included
it in the Herald's specification.
The front suspension and rack
and pinion steering assembly was
of excellent design although the
desire to provide a very tight
turning circle making the car
especially easy to park did
impose what some might
consider unacceptable loads on
the suspension and tyres.

The rear suspension was rather
a different story. In the mid-
fifties there was already plenty
of information about the
limitations of swing-axle
suspension and using the
transverse leaf spring as both a
suspension medium and a
locating member was known to
be a cheap rather than
satisfactory practice. It was also
well known that to work
properly any form of

independent suspension should
;. be mounted on a stiff structure,

but while the Herald chassis had
adequate beam strength
(resistance to folding in the
middie), it was short of torsional

rigidity (resistance to twisting).

The combination of a chassis

- that flexed and swing axles that

could tuck under producing
sudden, violent oversteer could
be unpleasant if the car was
driven unusually hard. However,
most owners probably never
experienced any difficulty in
thousands of miles of motoring,
but it is significant that when the
factory the rear
suspension of the later Vitesse
(and some of the GT6) the cars
behaved very much better -just
as well since those cars were
considerably faster than the first
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BROOK HOUSE
DARTINGION
NR. TOTNES

Stan Walters
HERALD

GIé6

STAG's & IR'’s

DEVON
0803 865842

=

Full body, Mechanical Repairs on ALL Club Cars
Full Restorations a Speciality - Top Quality Workmanship
Car Collection & Delivery Service

Credit Cards Taken

Second Hand Spares, Reconditioned Chassis
Goodridge Aeroquip Hoses @ £9.00 inc VAT & P&P

REPAIR PANELS - Manufactured in our own metalwork shop and used on our own
restorations - WE know they fit. Obscure Panels made to owners specifications

REPAIR PANELS - HERALD VITESSE EACH
Bootlid to stay bracket ........................ £4.50
‘B’ Post Botfomn Repdir ............cccc.coevin, £8.00
Bulkhead Body Mounfing Brackets ....... £3.50
Rear Body Mounting Bracket (front) ...... £4.95
Rear Body Mounting Bracket (rear) ...... £6.50
Treadpliafes - standard ............... £4

Treadplates - heavy 16 gauge .. .. £5.00
Screen Pillar Rain Channels .................. £1.75
Boot Floor Side Closing Panel ............... £7.25
Vitesse Bonnet Front Bar ...................... £2.75

Rear Wing Bottom Repair Section ......... £6.75
Rear Wing Outer Arch Repair Section .. £7.50
Boot Side Rain Channel
Bonnet D’ Plates ...............
Front Outer Arch Repair ...............c........ £9.00
Front Wing Repair (sidelight areqj ........ £9.75
Rear Light Mounting Panel .................... £9.00
Chassis Side rail End Closers (as Org) .. £3.50
Exhaust Mounting Brackets .. £.
Front Valance "T” Brackefts ................... £2.50
Vitesse Mk2 Rear Arch Bump Stop Bkt . £8.50
Vitesse Mk2 Bootlid Backplate (silver) £45.00
REPAIR PANELS — SPITFIRE GT6

Front Cross Bar End ..............ccc...oovine, £5.00
Sill Front Closing Panel .....
Sill Strengthener ................
A’ Post to Sill Closer ..........

Rear Wing Lower Front Repai .. £7.50
Screen Pillar Rain Channel .................... £1.75
BONNET HINGE BOXES

SPITFIRE IV/1500 GT6 I
Bonnet Hinge BOX ..............c......cooiii... £25.00
Early Spit/GTé Bonnet Hinge Bkt ............ £4.50

SEALS — HERALD VITESSE EACH
Windscreen Seal .........................o..... £14.00
Door Aperture Seal Conv. (black) ........ £9.00

Door Aperture Seal Saloon (black]) ..... £12.00
Windscreen Seal Filler Strip ... .. £6.00
Boot Seal (near original ...................... £13.00
Conv Hood Frame Side Seal (per car set) . £6.00
Bulkhead to Bonnet Seal ...................... £5.

Front Valance Corner Seal (per side) ... £1.00
Glass Channel Front (each door) ......... £3.00
Glass Channel Rear (rigid)Seach door) £2.00
Inner Door Glass Strip (furflex) (each door) . £2.00

SEALS - SPITFIRE IV/1500 GI6 Il

Windscreen Seal ...............cc.........oo...

Boot Seal ........................

Bulkhead fo Bonnet Seal .
Front % Valance Seal (each) ................ £1.00
Glass Channel Front (each door) ......... £2.00
Glass Channel Rear (each Door) ......... £2.00

Inner Door Glass Strip (each door) ....... £2.00

NEW ITEMS

Vitesse MKIl Back Plate ............ NEW £45.00
Vitesse MKIl Rear Arch Bump Stop ..... £8.50
Front Floor Pan rear edge repair ....... £4.50
Door Frame Botfom repair edge ....... £2.50

Water pipe metal (behind man.) Vit . £8.50
Water pipe metal (behind man.) Her £9.50

Spitfire Rear Hood to Deck rail ......... £11.00

ALL PRICES QUOTED PLUS P&P PLUS VAT RING FOR DETAILS

948c.c. Heralds and had less
favourable weight distribution.
Considering that tooling and
manufacturing costs were kept
to a minimum it is surprising that
Triumph chose to give the Herald
a one-piece forward hinged
bonnet and wing assembly. Such
an arrangement calls for
accurate pressings and skill and
time on the assembly line to
ensure a good fit. As the front
bumper was built-in to the
bonnet assembly the front of the
car was "accident-prone’, but the
excellent access to the engine
and front suspension probably
made up for the potential
disadvantages (across to the
gearbox and clutch was also
extremely good thanks to an
easily removed cover).

While the Standard Ten engine, a
948 cc. overhead valve four, was
by no means a recent design it
had proved itself a tough little
worker and gave the Herald
respectable performance and
good economy. It was later
enlarged to 1147cc. for the
Herald 1200 and then 1296 c.c. for
the 13/60 (it was given a revised
cylinder head in this form).

To extend the Herald range up-
market the Vitesse was created
by taking the Vanguard six-
cylinder engine in 1600 c.c. form
and offering the car in saloon and
convertible form (some Vitesse
estate cars were sold). The
intention was to provide a
smooth, flexible and still
economical fast tourer which had
no direct rivals and sales were
encouraging.

More flexibility and performance
were added to the mix by
increasing the capacity of the
Vitesse to 2-litres and rather late
in the day Triumph seems to have
realised that they had produced
a fast car which urgently needed
better regulated rear suspension
behaviour. It is a pity that the
Herald family did not have this
double wishbone rear suspension
from the beginning, but when
making such comments it pays to

At first the Vitesse had a 1600 c.c. engine, but the 2-litre provided even more
smooth torque and usefully increased the top speed (95 m.p.h.).
remember that the Herald and Vitesse sold well at a time wnen the

British manufacturers were enjoying record production figures.

.Thee cars benefitted considerably
having very much improved rear suspension, and in this form the Vitesse is
the most sought after of the Herald family.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR - THE CHASSIS

My own experience with Heralds convinced me that they can suffer
from quite severe rust damage to the chassis and it cannot be
properly repaired unless the body is lifted off the chassis, for the
simple reason that there is not enough room between the chassis
and the shell to weld in new sections properly. Trying to put things
right with the body on the chassis is, in my opinion, a waste of time.
The first time restorer should look for a car with a totally sound
chassis and some minor bodywork tidying to tackle - more
experienced people or those prepared to pay a large amount for
professional repairs can contemplate a car needing chassis repairs
but should be prepared to lift the body off the chassis to allow them
to be carried out.
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I would not recommend patching or wrapping rusted areas of the
chassis - the safe and lasting way to affect repairs is to cut out rusted
areas and weld in new sections.

The Herald Chassis Check

Watch out for
rust in these areas

3 Check for
Look for accident impact damage
damage here here

The chassis examination can start at the front with the bonnet
raised. Look for signs of accident damage - if the chassis is visibly
twisted look no further since proper repair is not for the beginner
and there are still plenty of good Heralds and Vitesses to choose
from.

Behind the front wheels below the front of the footwells the chassis
extends out towards the sill area from the main chassis rails running
down the centre of the car. These outriggers are directly in the path
of all the road dirt that the front wheels can throw up and should
be checked.

The sills themselves are not structural - it is the perimeter rail that
runs behind them that is important. This rail collects mud and is very
prone to rust attack. If there are signs that the rail has been bent
due to side impact treat the chassis with great caution, it is quite
likely to be scrap.

At the rear just ahead of the rear wheels the chassis section running
from the sill area towards the two main rails also houses a radius
arm which is crucial to the safe location of the rear wheels. Check
it. Later Herald chassis had main rails that dipped in the region of
the cross-member carrying the differential and unfortunately an
accumulation of dirt here can cause rot to set in - probe this area
with a screwdriver.

Behind the differential the chassis splays out towards the rear
corners of the car and this is another rust-prone area, but it can also
show up rear impact damage.

Repair sections for the chassis are widely available and relatively
easy to fit but remember that to fit them properly the body has
to be lifted of f the chassis. When looking over a car with a view to
buying it do not trust your eyesight and the seller's assurances -
use a screwdriver to poke at the frame and find out the truth.

THE BODY

With a model range that dates back to 1959 and where the youngest
examples are now ten years old a rust-free, unrestored car is not
all that common despite the fact that the Herald and Vitesse rust
no more seriously than other cars of their age.

As mentioned earlier, the sills are not part of the car’s structure.
They are attached by screws and although it looks untidy there is
no harm in running the car without sills - it does allow a close
examination of the outer chassis rail to be made. The joint between
the rear of the sill and the rear wing is often filled to cover rust damage.

More rust damage occurs on the
rear wings around the rear wheel
arches and the cause is the
double skinned area where the
wheel arch meets the wing. Look
at the wing lip closely for signs
of filler and run your ﬁngérs just
inside the edge in case filler has

When buying a Herald or Vitesse you are
strongly advised to get the car off the
ground and examine the chassis very
closely. The outer perimeter chassis rail is
attached to the main rails by outriggers and
is hidden behind the non-load-bearing sill.
Note that the bottom edges of the rear
wing and door are rusty and will require
attention on this car.

The rear wings are made in two

sections - one above the moulding
line and one below. Sometimes
the rust sets in at the spot
welded joint, and it should be
remembered that if you can get
a rear wing they are not all that
easy to fit.

A convertible being run without sills reveals
the rust-prone outer rail. The front out-
rigger gets attacked by road dirt thrown up
by the front wheels. The rear out-rigger is
the mounting point for the rear suspension
radius arm. The very bad alignment of the
bonnet and door moulding line and the
tapering gap between the panels strongly
suggests frontal accident damage.

The rear quarters, below the rear
wing and including part of the
rear bumper section are known
as rust black spots, but new
sections are available and rusted
metal here does not affect the
structure.

If the car being examined is an
estate car or van take a ciose
look at the tailgate - if the rust
has got a hold finding a
replacement in good condition or
repairing the original could be
difficult. The boot floor should be
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looked over paying special
attention to rear corners where
the body attaches to the chassis.

The mouiding which forms the bumper and
the panel below it are often attacked by
rust, but rot in the chassis Iégs aft of the
back axle is a more serious problerm. Most
serious chassis repairs mean lifting the body
off to get proper access.

The floor pan itself should be
looked at especially on a
convertible where water can
easily get in and be retained by
the carpets. Incidentally, the
original carpets are moulded and
cannot be reproduced -
replacements will have to be

made in sections - if you find a car
with good original carpets you
are fortunate.

Examine the bottom of the doors very
carefully, new doors are not available and if
the frame is rotten trying to re-skin the
door is not a job to be underestimated.

I have found Heralds with a
polythene bag below the carpets
to keep the legs of the driver dry
so pay particular attention to the
forward end of the footwells in
your search for rot.

As with any other car which is no
longer in production doors are a
problem. You will be lucky to find
new doors, there are plenty of
Herald and Vitesse owners
looking for good ones already and
repairing or re-skinning rusty
doors is not easy. It therefore
pays to pay close attention to
the bottom of the doors,

fitted to the car is

that a replacement will be
readily obtainable or that

particularly the inside of the lip where the skin wraps around the
frame. Swelling seams or filler here are ominous signs of trouble.
The bonnet assembly should be high on the list of deciding factors
when buying a Herald or

Vitesse. If the bonnet
damaged by rust or
accident do not assume

repair is easy.

Some Heralds may well
have had an incorrect
bonnet fitted, and it is
possible to find an early
example which has been
modernised with a 13/60
or Vitesse bonnet. If you
want your car to be
"correct” remember that
bonnets are in very short
supply.

Start by examining the
lower edges of the bonnet
to see if rust has got a
hold and then check the
bonnet fit. The side
catches should operate
without undue force and
the gaps between the sill,
door and scuttle top should all be parallel and not excessively wide.
The bonnet and its catches are adjustable on their mountings but
if there has been accident damage getting the bonnet to fit correctly
can be extremely difficult.

Rust has set in at the base of the roof and
at the top edge of the wing. The roof
section can be unbolted from a saloon but
there are internal differences between the
saloon and convertible body structure in the
door pillar area and conversions are not
recommended.

INTERIOR

Obviously there are major differences between the interior trim of
saloons, coupes, vans, estate cars, convertibles, Heralds and Vitesses
and between various model years of the range. Some parts of the
trim are still available, but many items are not so the condition of
the interior is important and should be taken into account when
deciding the car's value.

Several people have told
us that fitting a new hood
to the convertible is
neither easy or cheap and
while it is theoretically
possible to buy a saloon,
unbolt the roof and
convert the car to open
form the panels required,
the hood frame and the
trim to create a
convertible are very likely
to be extremely hard to
come by - you have been
The only

The Herald and Vitesse owners enjoy
superb access to the engine and front
suspernsion but the one-piece bonnet is
prone to accident damage and rust attack.
A bonnet like this is probably beyond repair
by maost home restorers and while good
secondhand bonnets are very hard to come

warned. by, new ones are pretty well non-existent.
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those

compensation for
determined to buy a saloon and
take the roof off is that if the
chassis is sound no structural
problems will be experienced.

TSSC WARNING
Removing roofs from
Herald/Vitesse
Saloons will almost
certainly null and void
your insurance

ONLY SOLUTION NEW
CONVERTIBLE REAR
SECTION!!!

MECHANICAL

You can expect no great
problems about obtaining most
wearing parts for the Herald and
Vitesse, further benefits include
a reputation for lasting well
provided maintenance is not
neglected (this applies
particularly to the front
suspension and steering). Both
the Herald and Vitesse are
relatively easy to work on and
there are no notorious
weaknesses,

Engine and transmission
switches are quite possible
between the various versions of
Herald and Vitesse but fitting the
much better rear suspension
from a late Vitesse to an earlier
car is not straightforward. More
performance is readily available
for all the Heralds by fitting a
larger engine or borrowing
performance parts from
Spitfires. A six cylinder engine
can be fitted in place of the four
but the brakes and suspension
should be matched to the engine.

ON THE ROAD

Anything less than an extremely
well-preserved Herald or Vitesse
is not particularly quiet by
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THE RANGE
Model Description
Herald Saloon 948cc

When Made
April 1959-March 1961

Number Built
*(inc S) 76,860

Herald Coupe (twin carb) 948cc  April 1959-June 1961 15,153
Herald Convertible 948cc March 1960-June 1961 8,262
Herald 'S’ Saloon 948cc February 1961-Jan 1964 *See above
Herald 1200 Saloon 1147cc April 1961-December 1970 201,142

Herald 1200 Coupe 1147cc April 1961-October 1964 5,329
Herald 1200 Convertible 1147cc  April 1961-September 1967 43,295
Herald 1200 Estate 1147cc May 1961-September 1967 39,819

Herald 1200 Courier Van 1147cc February 1962-October 1964 5,000

Herald 12/50 Saloon 1147cc March 1963-September 1967 53,267
Herald 13/60 Saloon 1286cc October 1967-January 1971 40,433
Herald 13/60 Convertible 1296cc October 1967-April 1971 11,772
Herald 13/60 Estate 1296cc October 1967-April 1971 15,467

Approximately a further 15,000 13/60s were exported in "knockdown’ form

Vitesse Six Saloon 1596¢cc May 1962-September 1966 22,814
Vitesse Six Convertible 1596cc  May 1962-September 1966 8,447
Vitesse 21 Saloon 1998cc October 1966-October 1968 7,328
Vitesse 2L. Convertible 1998cc  October 1966-October 1968 3,502
Vitesse 2L Mk 2 Saloon 1998cc October 1968-March 1971 5,649
Vitesse 2L. Mk 2 Con/ble 1998cc October 1968-March 1971 3,472

Wilassicar

A

HERALD e SPITFIRE e GT6 ¢ VITESSE

ST. MICHAEL'S WAY, MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CW10 9DX.

S

Accessibility! That was the big plus with this Triumph bonnet design and one
of the factors in the Herald/Vitesse sales of over half a million.
modern standards, especially when the smaller engines are asked
to work hard or in a convertible with the hood raised when you can
expect some rattles.
The steering and braking should be light and positive and the gear-
change easy if not as light and sweet as that on some more modern
cars.
The road manners of the car should be quite good at normal speeds
and it has to be admitted that some enthusiastic Herald and Vitesse
owners do not share any reservations about the high speed cornering
behaviour. If the car appears to crab be very careful to find out why,
paying great attention to the rear suspension radius arm location
Jjust in-board and ahead of the réar wheels. ==
First producded by Practical Classic October 1981

TOP QUALITY COMPONENTS
FOR ALL CLUB CARS

BRAKE CALIPERS
Our professional exchange caliper Reconditioning Service covers every club car includipg specials. All cahpe(s sup-
plied are subjected to a rigorous nine stage reconditioning process. In short all units are completely slmpped,
beadblasted twice, then finished in a bright zinc and full passivate plating. Re-assembly then takes place using only
all new parts, every unit is then pressure tested ‘to 2000 PS} to ensure it operates correctly. All units carry our full
12 months guarantee.

Prices:

Herald/Spitfire to 67/Vitesse 6 £49.50 each exchange.Plus VAT.
Herald/Spitfire 67 on £36.00 each exchange.Plus VAT.
Vitesse 2Itr/GT6 £46.00 each exchange.Plus VAT.

STEERING RACKS
We are now offering a complete Re-manufacturing service, carried out in our own p(emises for all _steermg racks.
Each unit is completely dismantled and degreased. All components are now visually inspected for signs of wear or
accident damage, any component found not to be 100% serviceable is scrapped and repiaceq, After re-assembly
all units are checked for end float tolerances. All our rack bodies are now shotblasted and satin po!yester powder
coated. All come complete with original style gaitors, filled with a special grease and ready to fit. Price: All models
RHD £36.00 exchange. LHD £46.00 exchange. Plus VAT.

SPECIAL BOLT KITS ) e
We have developed special nut and bolt kits again covering all club cars. As follows: J

FRONT SUSPENSION bolt kit covers both sides of the vehicle and contains fasteners for th9 following points, steer'fng
rack, column U/J anti roll bar, shockers, wishbones, top ball joints, lower trunnions, discs, calipers, uprights, suspension
towers, engine mounts. Price: All models £15.50. Plus VAT.

REAR SUSPENSION bolt kit covers both sides of the vehicle and contains fasteners for t_he following points, differential,
halfshafts, propshaft, rear trunnions, shockers, wishbones, radius arms & leaf spring. Price: All models £16.50. + VAT.

BODY FITTING bolt kit contains all required fasteners plus rubber spacer pads, Iarge washers and for the
Herald/Vitesse the body anchor plates and floor screws. Prices: Spitfire/GT6 £5.50. Herald/Vitesse £14.00. Plus VAT.

All bolts used in above kits are high tensile and all items are bright zinc plated...

Plus a fult range of Brakes, Bushes and Mountings, Clutch, Steering, Suspension components stoc\‘ked send or phone for FREE list...

JUST TWO MINUTES FROM JUNCTION 18 M6 MOTORWAY h
@ PLEASE PHONE OUR SALES PRIOR TO ORDERING FOR POSTAGE COSTS
\, vy 0

¥222) Opening Hours: MON TO FRI: 9.00am to 5.30pm. SAT: 10am to 1.00pm *
= TEL: 0606 84 6474 (3 lines) FAX: 0606 84 5924
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NCE again the Brighton Classic Car Show was held at the Brighton metropole

Hotel. This year the show was a very interesting mixture of Triumph and Disaster.

The TRIUMPH

As the largest Triumph Club, we often think
that at the indoor car shows the organisers look
more sympathatically at the smaller clubs when
it comes to judging. So for our stands to receive
any award or prize at these shows is very rare.
At this show we had two cars on display, John
Fieldson’s beautiful yellow GT6 il and Ranjit
Ranasingh'’s immaculate Spitfire 1500, It was ob-
vious from the amount of time that the Judges
spent on our stand that they found both cars
very interesting and when they continued to
come back for more detailed looks, we knew
that one or both of the cars must be in with a
chance of a prize.

In the end Ranjit’s car was chosen, not just for
one prize, but for two, the winner of the "Best
Classic Sports & Convertible” and "Car of
Show” runner up. Our thanks go to both
owners as they both stepped in to help out the
TSSC at a fairly late stage. It was however, par-
ticularly pleasing to see Ranjit win, as not only
is the car absolutely superb, but Ranjit has
helped us out on many occasions and is always
so clearly enthusiastic about the car & the TSSC.

This picture shows Ranji Ranasingh receiving one
of his two awards

The DISASTER

As a Club we have been wondering what the
future was for the indoor shows, they are ex-
pensive to visit, particularly as a family and even
more so at the shows that charge for parking
and there seem to be more shows each year.
Although thousands still want to go to these
shows, the shear volume of them is diluting the

numbers attending each. This in turn cuts profits for the organisers
(some are actually loosing money?! and push entry costs up. Also the
reducing numbers make the costs of attending the shows for the
trade and the clubs alike less viable, many are reviewing their com-
mitments and without them the shows are less interesting for the
enthusiasts and the general public alike.

It is interesting to see that various sections of the motoring press
have also started to discuss the problems within articles and
editorials. Although many of the shows are still good value for
money, many also give the clubs, particularty the larger clubs a very
poor deal. Space is being restricted and whether a ciub has 200
members or 20,000 members they often get the same armount of
space even without taking in to account the standard of display that
will be put on. ie. a small club putting on a spectacular display as their
one major effort in the year may well be more worthy of space than
a larger club putting in no effort and with little to display.

Brighton was a disaster in these terms, what was once a very suc-
cessful show was very poorly attended, | would hesitate to guess
the actual number, but suspect it was around a fifth of that ex-
pected. The question is, is it enthusiasts ‘show fatigue’, the economic
climate or just too much choice. The answer is likely to be known
during the coming 12 months. From the TSSC point of view, dispite
winning some prizes (for which we are gratefull) we were treated
badly. We were by far the largest club attending, but only given a
relatively small area. Any member having seen our high quality in-
door stand equipment will appreciate the volume and weight of that
we have to unload and transport around. So why put us in the fur-
thest hall and on the first floor, this meant as a Club we had one
of the furthest distances to travel, had one of the earliest setting
up times and were the iast Club to be able to leave the building. Even
the forklift truck driver (oy which all first floor exhibits have to leave)
had to be paid special overtime to let us out.

The TSSC has now decided to review the shows that it attends,
we will only go to where we know we will be rmost welcome, where
we know that our members who attend are going to get a fair deal
and where we know that the show will be worth visiting. Our ad-
vice to you is only attend the indoor shows that you know we will
be attending, that way you know it will be worthwhile, Watch for
which show we promote within the Courier and ignore the rest.

THE Brighton Classic Car Show 1990

Triumph

& Disaster?

Jonty Wild

TSSC Offers

The SIP PRESSURE
LUNAJET 100
WASHER/SANDBLASTER

L~
VISA
Lo

Following our comprehensive test of this equipment in the July Courler, the offer is still
currently avallable at the following prices, but don’'t delay as this Offer Is an exception
to the TSSC Offer norm, ie. 2 ‘'one off’ type of Offer at will only be held open for a limited

period of time.
COSTS:

The SIP LUNAJET 100 £205.50
Sandblasting Kit £34.50 |
Rotary Brush £34.50

Fixed Head Brush £19.95
Postage & packing £6.90

ALL prices include VAT

TSSC Offers Order Form September 1990

Qty Item Description £ p

POST & PACKING £6 90

Allow 10 days for delivery and expect multiple and mixed orders to arrive in separate parceis Of FAX No (0858) 431936

INFORMATION REQUIRED G

Complete if appropriate - & TOTAL

Membership Number ...........................

NamMe o SIgnature ...ccoccoeveveieiiccecee e
AAAIESS .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e et e et e eaee bbb aaaeaetaaaaaanas
Post Code ..o Telephone No.........ccoeevvivviiiinnnnn. et
My cheque/postal order for € .........c.oovvvcvciiiiiecrnenneenn. is enclosed or debit my credit card
Number L 1 | [ [ ¢ [ [ [ [ 1 P [ | Expiry Date

Send order t0:7SSC OFFERS - 121B St Mary' s Road Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 7DT (0858) 467710

T Y I Y
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SUSPENSION/STEERING

Front Trunnions ............ £9.50
Bush Kit .

Vertical Link (all) ........... £33.50
Top Ball Joint ............... £8.45
Inner Wishbone Bush ... £0.75
Track Rod End ............... £4.45
Rack Gaiter Kit .............. £4.50
Roll Bar Link Ends ....... £10.75
Front Shock Absorber .. £14.95
Front Coil Spring Spit ... £14.00
Front Coil Spring GT6 .. £15.50
Universal Joint ............... £4.00
Halfshaft ....................... £45.00

Rear Trunion
Bush Kit (Spit) ....... £2.95

Rear Wibrg (Spit} ......... £12.50
Rear Wibrg Kit
(GT6 Roto) .......... £17.25

Rotoflex Coupling Kit ...
Chrome Wheel Nuts ....... £1.65
Rear Shox Spit ............. £15.50
Rear Shox GT6 Roto ...

ALL PRICES PLUS
CARRIAGE + VAT

0 48654 0
N P
WVWIE HAWIE NMNMIOWED
Steeple Jack Way, Darlington, Co. Durham
Telephone/FAX 0325 486542
BODY PANELS :
Spit MKIV/1500/GT6 3 New Lines
Bonnet Spit (ex) .......... £550.00 ipg
Bonnet GT6 (EX) ....... £550.00 SpitfirelV/1500
Front Wing ... £32.50 Rear Lamp Panels ....... £65.00
Battery Box .................. £12.00
Boot Lid
(available soon) ........ £99.00
Engine Bay Valance
OIS £8.50
N/IS £9.00
GT6 1/2/3
Engine Bay Valance
OIS .. £12.50
¥4 Valance F/Glass . .... £15.00 NS £12.50
Quarter Valance Steel .. £39.50  Battery Box ... £12.00
Outer Sill (B.L) vovovea... £2450 T
Outer Sill Pattern ......... £11.50 items manufactured by
Inner Sill ................ .. £8.00 Triumph Scene to
Sill Strengthener ............. £4.00 original spec.
SillEnd Plate ................ £3.15 -
Sill Extension ................. £6.15
DoOrskin ... £15.95 FULL WORKSHOP
Half Floor £28.75 FACILITY
Boot Floor . £38.75 All work carried out to
gear t//v?‘aﬂc(g R ggggg highest standards. Free
ear Wing (opit) ... : collection service in n
* Chassis Front Pivots . £21.95 omas‘ce)r v\(/::rkn UKo
Cross Member ............. £21.00 ! ’
Cross Member Gussets £15.00
* Front QOutriggers ........ £1250  nEw U : :
. pdated Price List -
Bonnet Stay (c/lete) ..... £8.95 available form March’
GT6 Rear Damper pI dl S.A.E
Mtg Bracket ............ £12.50 ease send iarge >.A.k.
* Outer 'B' Post stating model required
Lower Repair .......... £9.50
Full or Part Restorations a speciallity (only persons with an appreciation of quality craftmanship
need apply). Free collection service anywhere in UK on major work.!
PHONE NOW FOR FURTHER DETAILS
ALL PRICES PLUS CARRIAGE + VAT
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Donington Park Finish

NORWICH UNION CLASSIC

Simon Adamson

THE Norwich Union R.A.C. Classic Run is now in it's 5th year, and eligible cars must
be at least 20 years old. Therefore, my 1970 GT6 Mk2 only became eligible for the
event from this year. Knowing how over subscribed the entries would be | was both
surprised and delighted when mine was accepted.

The run took place on Sunday, 27th of May, and | was
to start from Brocket Hall, one of the 7 starting points
around the country. The week leading up to the event
was full of unpleasant surprises - the car was due for
an M.O.T. and one morning | found myself changing both
rear brake cylinders, bleeding the brakes, adjusting the
shoes and then going to work! The front wheelbearings
also required attention. During a simple readjustment of
the endfloat it became apparent from shreds of greasy
felt that the hub seal on one side was departing from
it's duty. (Thanks to Paul and Onnie for quickly finding
a sparel).

Fortunately, alt was in order by the Saturday morning
when myself and fellow Triumph
fanatic Rupert (now an
accomplished navigator and
cameraman) set off across London.
After spending the day at the
Enfield Pageant of Motoring, we
drove on to a hotel in Welwyn
Garden City where other Brocket
Hall starters were staying. Most of
them were already in the car park
polishing their E-Types, Maseratis,
Aston Martins....etc. Alas there
was no hiding for my now dust
ridden GT6!

Sunday continued the long stretch
of fine weather which we were so
fortunate to have for the whole
weekend. The cars were to be
started at one minute intervals in

order of production, which meant that we would start
third from last out of nearly 200 cars.

Out of over 1300 cars entered in the event, there were
3 GT6's - all MkQ’ s. Coincidently, one of the other two
GT6' s was also to start from Brocket Hall, one minute
behind mine - this particularly nice example belonging
to Bryan Matthews, who just happens to live ' round the
corner’ from me! Other Triumphs starting from Brocket
Hall included a pair of Heralds and Vitesses, as well as
TR"s and 3 2.5 Pl

Our actual start time was 10.16 - earlier than scheduled
due to several non-starters. Fortunately, the Bond Equipe
which lost it’s exhaust system on one of the sleeping

Brocket Hall Start

The COlLIRIER Y-S




policemen in Brocket Park did manage to start on
time, and | gather that the occupants of the car
grew quite adept at exhaust refitting by the end
of the day!

On the first stage of the run which took us to
Millorook proving ground, we were pleasantly
surprised by the lack of traffic, and our primary
objective was to try and catch the Reliant Scimitar
GTE, which we knew to be one minute ahead of
us. The organisers of the event could not have
chosen a more pleasant route on which to drive,
which at this point consisted of little used and
beautifully scenic country roads. Every few miles
we would pass through small villages where the
locals had gathered to wave at the passing cars,
which added to the friendly atmosphere
surrounding the whole event.

We did eventually catch a glimpse of the Scimitar,
but soon lost it as we began to mingle with light
traffic. As we neared the Millbrook checkpoint, our
route combined with that of the cars which had
started from Woburn Abbey, and we caught sight
of the third GT6 on the run.

Millbrook proving ground has many
tortuous test areas over which
prototype and demonstration vehicles
are tested to their limits (and often
beyond) by development engineers
and enthusiastic motoring journalists.

After having our route card stamped, we were let
loose on the hill course which proved to be very
entertaining, especially when the Morris Minor in
front of us stopped abruptly, just before the
'summit’ of the 1 in 5 gradient!

A short drive followed to the next check point at
Old Warden. Here we had the opportunity to see
a large number of the cars on our route, since
many of the earlier starters were taking a break.
We allowed ourselves an all too brief hour to take
in the spectacle, and also look round the superb old
aircraft collection. We had planned to have a
reasonably leisurely lunch before departing,
however, Rupert had not been distracted from the
task of timing our progress to mathematical
perfection, and reminded me that if we were to
see much of the big finish at Donington Park, we
would have to get a move on! Having emerged
from the Shuttleworth cafe to find that we were
one of the few not to have already left, we made
due haste, with sandwiches, drinks cans, cameras,
route books and various Enfield autojumbie
bargains now so carelessly arranged as to take up
the little remaining space in the already cramped
and hot GT6.
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We sped on through Bedford and onto more cross
country routes until we became stuck behind a 240
Jaguar for several miles. We eventually managed
to pass it and made some headway before a rather
deceptive section of road caused some part of the
car to ground heavily. This later proved to be
nothing more serious than my brand new stainless
exhaust receiving a nasty 'ding’! However, | am
sorry to report that we found a 1200 Herald
further up the road whose steering had been put
out of action, presumably by the same section of
road. On discovering that we were unable to help,
| explained to the unfortunate owner that we had
to depart soon or be stuck once again behind the
rather ponderous Jag. No sooner had | spoken
those words than that very same car passed us
by! Further on up the road while becoming pre-
occupied with trying to overtake, | followed the
Jaguar off the intended route, in spite of Rupert's
better advice to turn right!

During the ensuing three point turn, another
Jaguar, this time a 420, appeared behind us and
took the turning | had missed, and so we lost the
advantage of a clear road. This particular stage to
the check point at Brungtingthorpe proving
ground, was easily the longest at just over 57
miles. The proving ground itself is on an old airfield
and features a high speed test track incorporating
a 2 mile straight, 70 yards wide! In the right car
this could have been quite exhilarating, but in the
event, with no other cars in sight, the experience
was somewhat like driving down a deserted
motorway with no central reservation - the road
surface stretching into a shimmering vanishing
point on the horizon.

As we neared the finish at Donington, some 135
miles from the start, | must admit that we were
expecting something of an anticlimax. The
weather appeared to be on the turn, and many
cars were passing us in the opposite direction on
their homeward journeys. However, on entering
Donington Park, the true scale of this event
became immediately apparent as we dodged
through the tightly packed array of priceless
machinery and overwhelmed enthusiasts on our
way to the final checkpoint. We clocked in at 16.15,
almost exactly 6 hours after our start time, and
over an hour within our allotted finishing time.
For me, the real excitement of the day began with
the words "as many laps as you like” spoken by
a marshall as he directed us onto the circuit - this
was slightly different from the single parade lap
which | think many of us had expected! Joining the
track was reminiscent of joining the M25, with
most drivers sharing the common objective of
having a good dice with whatever came their way
- anything from Anglias to Elans, Minis, Mercs, Jags,
Rollers and of course Triumphs, Eyes were

required in all directions
as more cars joined
with each lap - some
spinning off just as
rapidly. Four laps
passed and the fuel
gauge had dropped
visibly. The car had run
perfectly all day, and
was showing no signs
of flagging now, but
common sense had to
prevail, and so on
approaching the pit
lane 1 said "out of
respect for the car |
think 1 ought to do just
one more lap!”. So it
was after 5 laps that
we pulled off into the
pits to receive our
finishers’ medals.

What remained of the
afternoon was spent
watching an historic
racing car
demonstration after
the track had been
cleared, and searching
for the Norwich Union
hospitality suite, in
order to collect our
refreshments before it
closed. Unfortunately
there was no time to
look round the large
auto-jumble before
joining the queue at
Donnington Park’s
very own petrol
station. It seemed that
many other cars were
low on fuel after their
excursions on the
track, and the garage,
with just a single pump
looking old enough to
be delivering 5 star,
was doing a roaring
trade at £2.20 a gallon!

After an overnight
stay at Loughborough,
we had a trouble free
journey back home to
Bromley, a round trip
of nearly 500 miles.«=

LONDON TO BRIGHTON CLASSIC CAR RUN -
JUNE 24th 1990 - Andrew Sprouse and Robin Slee

S this is the first article which | have written | should introduce the car | drive.
It is @ GT6 Mk1, which has a 2500cc engine and many other mechanical

modifications.

Having paid my £30 for the privilege? of
entering this event, the first shock when the
formal instructions came in the post, we
had to be at Syon Park at 8.05am on a
Sunday morning! Actually this wasn't that
hard and we turned up 10 minutes earty.
We had a look at some of the other cars,
(only one other TSSC car, a Herald) and
these included several MGBs, Reliant Sabres
and Scimitars, Mkl and E-type Jaguars, TRs
amongst many different cars including a
Rolls Royce Silver Cloud.

We left Syon Park at 8.35am, cars being
separated by 15 second intervals and
drove through Richmond, Kingston and
Esher to Brooklands. As there was very little
traffic around and the sun was shining this
made our early Sunday morning drive very
pleasant and quick.

Having arrived at Brooklands after a short
detour, a Reliant navigator couldn’t quite
do his/her job, we checked in and drove
along a banked section of very badly
broken-up track, off the circuit, past a few
very forlorn aircraft till we came to another
checkpoint. This turned out to go on to the
main runway, which was about % mile
long. Although this was slightly bumpy |
couldn't resist opening the throttle in all
gears and hammering down the straight. |
don’t know what speed we reached as |
was too busy trying to keep to the best
part of the road. After that it couldn’t get
any better could it?

We then left Brooklands and drove through
Chobham, Leatherhead, over Box Hill,
through a lot of quick country lanes to
Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museum. We

arrived here 3rd having left Syon Park
9th. This was due mainly to other drivers
etc. needing to stop for various reasons.
We had something to eat here as by now
we were extremely hungry. We walked
around the Motor Museum, which had
a varied selection of cars and associated
memorabilia. We then left here and
drove along some minor roads to
Newhaven and then along the coast to
Brighton and found the correct road to
go down to reach Madeira Drive. Some
other navigators were still having trouble
understanding the directions given in the
route book!

We drove along Madeira Drive to the
finish, where after waiting a few minutes,
the commentator introduced the car
obviously not knowing a lot about GT6's,
especially modified ones! We then drove
along to display our car to the general
public, who seemed a bit bemused as
to what was going on.

We finished in 10th place but this wasn't
a race, just a fun drive which we both
thoroughly enjoyed and would hope to
g0 on again next year, but we would
hope to see more TSSC cars. After
watching the other cars finish (about 100
of the 180 entrants finished) we went to
the Metropole Hotel to have a look
around and receive a commemorative
tie. Unfortunately we missed the cup of
coffee for the finishers. Oh well, never
mine, we'll know next year.

| must congratulate the organisers of the
event for a very well run event and an
extremely easy to follow route book.
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NEW
FREE CATALOGUES

\

% Replacement Parts for

SPITFIRE - GT6
HERALD - VITESSE

TD. N
et Coee

- BRITISH MOTOR
ARTHUR STREET, REDDITCH, WORCS. B98 8JY HERITAGE APPROVED

Tel: REDDITCH (0527) 20880 FAX: (0527) 20730

SPECIAL OFFERS

®

,ynllrul

sy Front Valance (GRP)-Spit Hll........... £2400 .
" Front Valance (GRP)-Herald/Vitesse ... £21.00
Corner Valance (GRP)-Spit 1V/1500 (pr) £40.00
H/Duty Rubber Footwell Mats
SUIt SPIt & GT6 ... (pr) £16.00
«»  Alloy Rocker Covers-1300/1500.............. £20.00
%2 Alloy Rocker Covers-20 Litre.......... £4800
K & N Pancake Air Filters.................. (pr) £34.00
Door Mirrors (State Black or Chrome).... £9.50
Rear Lamp Assemblies-Spit I-lll............... £26.00 |
Rear Lamp Assemblies-Spit IV/1500 ..... £37.50 '|
,ﬁ% ALL PRICES PLUS VAT CARRIAGE EXTRA m . \
e Yt IEEAgiilsgi:ﬁiﬂ Fax: 0527 20730 }
SEND NOW o | ST VRO GTON |
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE " \,e;%w\ige 3“°: ERALONTESSE :
5 . ' L [ —— |
£ £ £ £ £ W\‘J‘{‘/&Q I U ;
- b e e — Xﬁ?ﬁmﬂn,_nsnmmﬂnng B988SY |




1990 Racing News...

Dolores - High Wycombe

PEMBREY - 24th June 1990

Kim was unable to attend the Pembrey meeting, so | am attempting to Fill you in
on the day’s events. The weather was changeable, but mainly Fine and dry. Practise
saw Eddy claim pole position For the race, alongside him Ken Lark in a TRE.

WELL , | HAVE
" { JUST JoINED THE

AND | READ APRIL'S™
"CourIER" EDITORIAL ...

(NHICH
IS INHAT,
EXACTLY 72

JOUST DOING
WHAT ME.

SUNDERLAND
ASKS ...

Unfortunately due to mechanical problems, Eddy Finished 7 laps behind. Tony lead the
race For a Few laps, only to be passed by Ken, who held First position For the remainder
of the race, with Tony Finishing 2nd, Kevin Ginger 3rd Followed by Laurence Ball and
Stephan Antolik. All class lap records were broken.

LYDDEN - Ist July 1980

Sunday was a wet and windy day, eventually drying out. Practise saw Tony claim pole
position For the race, alongside him John Ellis in a TR5 and Eddy. Eddy lead For the
first Few laps, Followed extremely closely by John, then Tony. Tony spun and Finished
the race spectating From the side of the track. Eddy and John kept swapping positions
throughout the race, eventually on the last lap John spun, enabling Eddy to get a good
strong lead Finishing 1st with John 2nd, Ken Lark 3rd, Stephan Antolik, who drove
extremely well during the race, claiming 4th in a standard Spitfire Followed by Nicholas
Barry in 5th paosition.

ELF The COURIER
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Business Hours
8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Fridays
9.00am - 1.30pm Saturdays

Spitfire 1V/1500

Full engine (Recon)

1800 sssimvassinsns £350.00 ex
1300 ...ovvvvveeeens £350.00 ex
Short Engine (Recon)

1500 .....:.. £225.00 ex
1300 ...oovvveees £210.00 ex
Crankshaft

(Recon) ............. £75.00 ex
Oil Pumps .............. £35.00
Water Pumps ......... £22.50

Engine Parts Available
Clutch Assy 1300 ... £38.50

1500 ...ooviiiiiiiiiieeeens £49.50
Master Cylinder ..... £36.00
Slave Cylinder ....... £30.75

Engine Service Kit . £18.00

Head G/ket Sets 1300 £19.95
Head G/ket Sets 1500 .. 16.50

Sump Sets ........cce... £7.50
Radiator

(Recon) ............. £60.00 ex
Gearboxes (Recon)

from sssemevnmsamins £100.00 ex

Overdrive (Recon) £125.00
Propshafts from ..... £25.00

Halfshafts .............. £50.00
Differential

(Recon) ........... £130.00 ex
Brake Discs ...... £12.50 ea
Pads: :.sissanssmmnis £5.50
Shoes .............. £10.00 set
Copper B Pipe Kit .. £25.00

Flexi Hoses .......... £8.00ea
Master Cyls £39.95/£70.00
Calipers (Recon) £50.00 ex
Wheel Cylinders ...... £9.00

Steering Rack
(Recon) ............. £30.00 ex

Front Rear
............. £15.00 ea

Trunnions .............. £15.00
Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Rear Spring

Original ........cc....... £60.00

Suspension Parts, Bushes
Mountings available.

Wheelbearing Kits .. £10.00
Windscreen Seals .. £15.00
Door Seals ............. £10.00
Hardtop Softop Seals.

Cables-Handbrake ... £4.00
Accelerator .............. £6.00
Choke .....ccoceeeeennnn. £10.00
Speedo ................... £7.50

Chassis Frame ..... £450.00
Front ¥4 Valance

(5] =1 | ———— £39.00
Fibreglass .............. £16.00

Bonnet Assy

Complete from ..... £325.00
Top Panel ............ £150.00

Outer Wings from .. £35.00
Inner Arches from .. £12.00
Sills from ............... £12.00
Rear Valance ......... £30.00
Rear Wing ............. £82.50
Bootlid Steel ........

Bootlid Fibreglass

Top Quality ............

Doors from ............. i

S T £20.00
Bumpers ................ P.O.A.
Laurel Transfers ...... £3.00
Others .......cccccvvvvnnns £2.50

Carpet Sets

(top quality) ............ £55.00
Front Tailored Mats .... £15.00

Interiro Trim available
Please Ring

Door Seal .......... £20.00 pr

Hardtop (Lenham) £195.00

Hood Cover Only ... £55.00
Double Duck ........ £110.00

Mohair ................. £165.00
Tonneau Covers .. £35/£49
Stowage Covers ..... £30.00

Starter Motor .... £15.00 ex

Wire Wheels (5)
Conversion Kit ..... £575.00
Stainless Steel Exhaust
Systems 1300 ...... £115.00

Mild Steel ........ £50/£60.00
GT6

Full Engines

(Recon) ........... £495.00 ex
Short (Recon) .. £325.00 ex
Oil Pump ... £35.00
Water Pump .......... £26.00

Camshaft (new) ...... £75.00
Cylinder Heads

from ..ol £50.00
Crankshaft New £95.00 ex
Clutch Assy ........... £56.00

Engine Service Kit . £18.50
Head Gasket Set ... £20.00

Sump Set ..o £7.95
£15.00 ea
£9.00 set

 haha 9.00

...................... £8.00
Suspension

Vertical Links ......... £35.00

Differential ...... £140.00 ex

Bodywork See Spitfire.
Carpet Set
(top quality) ............ £65.00

Stainless Steel
Exhaust System ... £120.00
Mild Steel .............. £80.00

Koni Shock Absorbers now
in stock

Send for our full colour catalogue
FREE to TSSC members

RIMME

BROSHEERN
HOTLINE
yCY
(0522) 791965

FAST MAIL/TELEPHONE ORDER IF REQUIRED

The above is only a sample of our wide range of stock items. For full details please
Ea send an A4 size SAE or telephone, for 44 page colour catalogue. To place an order, &
‘telephone with credit card details or foward a cheque (please check delivery costs).
Prices subject to change without notice

All prices plus VAT

Catalogu'es are available for TR7/8 and Stag. Price lists for TR6 and Dolomite Sprint.

* * NEW COMPUTER SYSTEMx

AVAILABILITY AND PRICES CONFIRMED INSTANTLY
Rimmer Brothers Ltd, Triumph House, 115 Lincoln Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1PX.

Tel: (0522) 791965 (10 lines). Fax: (0522) 794118.




N Herald 13/60 Convertible
1968 - Signal red lots of
work done £1650.00 ono.

MK2 Front Wing .
Mk3 Front Wing .
Front inner arch
Mk 2 Rear Wing
2.0 Crankshaft
2.5 Crankshaft

GT6 Mk1,2,3 Front Wing ...

MkIV Rear Valance ..
£65.00 Mk1,2,3 Rear Valance
£65.00 | ycas Distributor
£32.00 | viscous Water Pump .
- £49.00 ' grake Caliper MkiV ..
- £49.00 1500 Indicator Stalk ...
- £75.00 1500 Wheel Centre Trim
- £145.00 1500 Bonnet Badge ..............

PARTS HOTLINE (0253)61183

Herald 1200 Saloon
1970 - Royal Blue
exceptional £995.

FULL RESTORATION AND PART FITTING SERVICE

HERALD/VITESSE SPITFIRE OTHER ITEMS

13760 Front Wing ... MkIV Bonnet Centre Panel £125.00 Spit.1500 Handbook

Door Skin ........... MkIV Fult Door Shell ........ £175.00 B.L.House Badge ....

Rear Valance . N.S.Quarter Valance .. £45.00 Bonnet Cone ...

Quter Sill ... Quter Sifl ... . K Pedal Rubber ... E
Carpet Set .. Rear Wing MkIV ... SpitlV, Radio Blanking Plate . £1.95
Wiper Motor Houndstooth Seat Trim Kit . £75.00 Door Mirror

Wheel Stud
Front Suspension Bolt Kit .. £1650
Rear Suspension Bolt Kit ..... £17.50
Unipart Front Shocks (Pair) . £35.00
Bottom Steering Column U/J £14.50

front Wishbone Bush .......... £0.80
Front Wheelarch Rubber ...... £3.50
Late Type Front Spit. Sidelight £14.50
Spit IV. Rear Lamp Unit ...... £25.00

(0860) 724591
(0253) 823866

MOBILE

CimaD
TRIUMPH SPITFIRE

LE MANS

We can do all Servicing,
Repairs & MOT work, and

carry an extensive stock of
new and used parts

Ofter the following warranted cars for sale

Spitfire 1976 1500 low miles VGC. £1850
Spitfire 1978 1500. New paint ....... £1975
Spitfire 1976 1500 no rust, i year MOT £900
Spitfire 1975 Mk.IV recent rebuild . £1550
Vitesse 1971 Mk.11 Convertible.
One of the best ........................ £3825.
Vitesse 1964 1600 Convertible. New paint,
box and engine ... £2800.
Vitesse 1967 Mk.1 Convertible. Very good
value ... 1950.
Vitesse 1971 Mk.11 Saloon VGC .. £1 550.
Herald Convertible 1968, 1200. 2 owners,

very solid. ... £1175.
Herald Converible 1968, 13/60. Completely
restored. ... £2800.
Herald Convertible 13/60. New paint, hood
and carpets. ... £1700.
Herald 1969, 13/60. New MOT, very

SO, o £1550.

Pymess Service Station
Station Road, New Southgate
(V2 mile from NCR A406)

We are next to New Southgate BR Station

The COURIER

NOW - from an article from auto retro magazine, August 1989, issue
108 that excellent French Language Classic Car Magazine, from which
some of our own magazines could perhaps learn a thing or two.
Probably one of the most important stories to break on the Triumph
scene for a good few vyears, and brought to my attention by one
of our French members, Christine Lafontaine from Paris.

The discovery of a real L.e Mans Spitfire in France.

Research & Translation - Leon Guyot & Family

The COURIER [Ed&3



A Spitfire for Le Mans

The history of the Le Mans
Triumphs, (works cars etc), and
of the GT6's which followed,
commenced in 1963, when Harry
Webster, (the 'father’ of the
Herald and Spitfire), left with
Giovanni Michelotti, a spare
convertible Spitfire, for him to
convert into a coupe. A few
months later, a proto-type
‘fastback’ appeared, based on
the Spitfire, but which was not
to be puf into production until
1966, under the name GT6. In the
meantime, however, Standard-
Triumph international, had other
projects, noteably, the one to
beat the CD Panhard, and other
Alpines, on the 24 hour race at Le
Mans.

The eight mouldings produced by
Michelotti appeared to be ideal
for this purpose, these
prototype mouldings of
Polyester-Fibre were affixed to
special aluminium cages. The first
four were destined for Le Mans
in 1964, whilst the other four
were fated to rally.

Out of the four in Le Mans trials,
three were selected, but only
one finished the race. In 1965,
two 'Le Mans' Triumphs finished,
placed 13th and 14th in the
general category, and first in the
under 1300 GT category with an
average speed of
147KMH/92MPH.

Triumphs'’ official participation at
L.e Mans stopped with this
magnificent resuit and the
Spitfires disappeared into the
wilderness, but in fact, two of
them subsequently appeared on
show in a Nice showroom for a
while, before being
"Vaulturized”, and the other
was sold to a private buyer, who
entered it in various hiliclimbs,

and other rallies, noteably, the
VAR rally, orn which the car left
the road, so it was now out of
racing having done only 7000
KM/4350 Miles.

The Le Mans Spitfire,
rediscovered

Broken, patched up, half
repaired, the Le Mans Spitfire
lived a sad fate; victim of a
different racer & repairer, it was
finally abandoned on waste
ground, at least that is what
J.B.SANSON and J.F. TOURAY,
associates of P. DUTOY A of The
Motor Dream, thought when
they decided to locate the car,
whose legend had continued to
increase during these last 15
years of bad treatment. The
rumour was doing the rounds,
that the Spitfire was in the
hands of a sinister joker, who,
far from wanting to sell, tried to

BEL3 The COURIER

set fire to it. The locating and
recovery of the Le Mans Spitfire
was going to be hard work, in
fact the most difficult part was
to follow the trail
implicated individuals, and 'the
fairy tales’.

The rest was just a matter of
panknotes, it is surprising how
money talks, for £7000, tongues
started wagging, our colleagues
were over the moon. This time,
the 'works’ Spitfire was theirs,
the third car, ADU3B, the one
driven by the French team of
Piot/Dubois and Piot/Marmat, at
last, it would remain in France.

of various

Restoration of a
'works' Spitfire

Restoring an historical car toit's
original specification, is not an
easy task, it entails a great deal
of respect for what you find, and
also a great knowledge of it's
past history, and subsequent
evolution, which in most cases is
complex. Thus, ADU3B is the

works registration to it's sisters,
ADU1IB - ADUSB. It has had
several prangs, noteably, two
accidents, two engines, and
some modifications. Thus, in
1964, during it's first
participation in the 24 hours du

Mans, it finished in the Armco, in
front of the stand, Marmat, the
driver being overcome by
exhaust fumes, vacuumed into
the underventilated cockpit, For
the 1965 season, the car was
rebuilt, and lightened by 50
Kilos/23lb, certain panels being
replaced by tubes of a lighter
gauge. The wings were replaced
by fibreglass, and the cylinder
head by an aluminium one. The
exhaust was modified as well as
the ventilation of the cockpit,
and the engine. The ex TR4
gearbox was replaced with a full
synchromesh gearbox, the

future GT6 gearbox was actually
in Le Mans', and the
suspension was lowered. The
1965 season was raced in the
'GT' category, following the
modifications to the cylinder
head, including Webers, gearbox,
overdrive and differential. In this
new form, and with 1147cc,
ADU3B was less powerful, but
nonetheless much faster, at over
215KMH/134MPH.

'born

During it’s later life on the road,
and in rallying, the original engine,
was replaced with the Mk.3
(1296¢cc) engine, with various
accessories, ie: supplementary
gauges etc. The second accident
was due to freshly laid road
gravel, resulting in the crushing
of the right-hand rear wing.

Now arrived in it's new home,

very closely
examined, and assessed,
underneath, internally and
externally, the paintwork being
rubbed down at various points in
order to ascertain, and verify the
various colours and materiails. At
this stage, a schedule of work
was decided upon.

The cage, although damaged, is
repairable, one must not forget
that it is all aluminium and plastic,
with a few reinforcing metal
supports. At the front, a good
panel beater, expert in handling
aluminium and fibreglass will be
required, and the fibreglass roof

ADU3B was

The COURIER &g



being reinforced to the rear.

The engine, although bodged, is
nevertheless complete, including
the camshaft, Webers etc, it
needs a rebuild, and a new
aluminium cylinder head. From
here on in, things become
complicated, as these
components just do not exist
any longer. The engine and
gearbox will be sent to an English
engineer, well experienced in
competition cars, such as Lotus,
Aston, Cosworth etc, or it might
be sent to an ex-Brabham
mechanic, South of the Capital.
As for the chassis, bearing in
mind the doubtful condition, it
must be dismantled and repaired,
it will then be epoxy resin coated
in white, as per the
original. All the
suspension, and driving
mechanics will be
examined and replaced
as necessary, in
addition a complete
and accurate
adjustment of the
front geometry, and
alignment, will be
undertaken, as well as
the brakes, wheels and
tyres. The wheels are
a real problem, as the
original Magnesium-
alloy Cromodour 137
rims have disappeared.

For the chassis, the associate-
proprietors think that Ecurie
Privee Formula 3 & Formula Ford
are not so busy in the winter

The COURIER

time, and may undertake this
delicate work.
This is a brief schedule of the
restoration work, in addition to
a lot of preparation
work which will be
needed, with the aim
to enter the car with
the original 1965
specifications, in the
CHAMPIONAT DE
FRANCE VEC de 1991.
. Toreach this target, a
budget of £25,000 has
been agreed upon.
It has also been
decided that no
concession will be
sought for the
competition, except
that the fuel tank of 85
litres/18.6 gallons will
' be replaced with one
of 25 litres/5.5 gallons,
and an automatic fire
extinguisher will be
installed. One must
protect one's capital!
The pictures speak for
themselves.
My special thanks to auto retro
magazine, Daniel Prest (Text &
photos) Christine Lafontaine for
sending me the magazines, and
my father for patiently
translating the article.
If anyone wants a copy of auto
retro magazine No. 108 they can
be contacted at 175 Rue
D’Aguessea, Boulogne, 92100
France. (NB. The Boulogne near
Paris, not the one near Calais!).
Tel: 46.04.12.12. ==

TRIUMPH IN WEST LONDON

FOR ALL REPAIRS

-

10]]  commmmmmmesmeemmiecel}

Specialists in Older Vehicle Restorat

ARCH 197 PREBEND GARDENS

_ CHISWICK LONDON W4 1TN
1 MINUTE DISTRICT LINE STATION!
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Telephone 091 496 0522 now !

Soft fops £59 IZip window)
A

Bonnets F/glass
nets Steel (new)

Booft Lid F/glass £42
Boot Lid Steel £98

Recon.Door
£75ex.

Sills £10 Soolor 512
Top Quadlity Glassfibre “F <"

SPITFIRE

CHASSIS PIVOTBOX £19.95
CHASIS CRgSSMEMBER £19 DOORSKIN £16,

GT6 PANELS PANELS
OUTER SILL £/0INNER SILL £7.50 SILL S10 000N VA ADRUE oo RO REAR WING
$ILL STRENGTHENER £3.75 SILL END £3-00, RCHES £7.50,
SILLEXT ENSQ,{}’N? iggff,}%épi?e"%%'“ KT £29. ALL INNER WING SECTIONS AND VALANCES
BONNET FRONT STIFFENER £16 FRONT WING £35, N O S ENSION S e LS.
WHEELARCH £19.30.FRINNER ARCHIOUTER) £22. VERTICAL LINKS €35, TRUNNIONS (BL) €12
INNER £24.REAR WHEEL ARCH £10.95, DISCS(each) £11 SPRINGS £13.

REAR INNER WING £22 REAR WING LOWER QTR £8, J UNIVERSAL JOINTS £4.50 ROTOFLEX COUPLING £26 (B.L.);
FLOOR PAN €29 REAR VALANCE £35, ALL TRUNNION BUSH SKIéS g‘?us NYLOCKS,ETC IN

NEW SPITFINE BROIA O 2o HOSE SET 55,
F[LQ}ON$‘3/EL%N%IE? AR ff&s CARS HEATSHIELD 7.0 SPIFRE 1500 FIXED

ALL REPAIR PANELS STOCKED. AN CONVERSIO

SPARES
FOR

O SPITFIRE ©

Overider£7.50 € GT6 ©

O HERALD ©
O VITESSE ©

Please ring or send

Next Dayv Delivery Quarer Valance a S.AE. for afree updated
£7 on mésf i’remrsy £14.75 (p&p £4) August illustrated price list

RALD/VITESSE

INCLUDING FREE CARRIAGE!

$EWW§ER‘ FFERS SEFTERBER OFFERE SESTERA
EASE RING FOR DETAILS OF DISCOUNTS IF YOU ARE
BUYING A 'JOB LOT OF PANELS TO REBUILD YOUR
CLUB CAR - WE CAN DO A SPECIAL DEAL ON SUCH ORDERS

WINGS &« DOOR SKINS &« ARCHES
ALL TRIM & SEALS IN STOCK & MUCH MOREI
TEL. FOR MORE INFORMATION

BER OFFERE

1500 ENG FULL RECON. £285 EX .25 carr,
2000 ENG .FULL RECON. £450 £X. 30 carr.

STARTER MOTOR £17.50.,, ALT!:R
DVNAMO%?S.SY ERING RACK (NC | GAIIEIZS) '£30”
RECONDITION PANELWORK.

FULL

2333FBAAIILIYIIILTILYY

VICE AND ESTIMATES ARE FREE 1| ESRBLISHED ©
Prices SPORTS CAR
s

V a 1’ —“7 i Swallwell, Tyne 6. Wear.N
s | Tel:091-496 0522 (2 lines) 2;4 "nurs

INDITIONI| PAR]
1200 SEERNDIONED PARTS P CURRENTLY REBULDING

DRIVE SHAFT (NON ROTOFLEX) £75 EX. CARS FOR SALE
RESET REAR SPRING (ALL MODELS) QQ Ex SPITFIRE 1500 1989 CHOICE OF 3
R FROM £3000

SE ASK ABOUT OUR EXCHANGE A SPITFIRE Mk 1l E)%%S%I_SENT CONDITION

CAR) VANTED
ALL CLUB CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH TOP PRICES PAID WE ARE PARTICULARY INTERESTED IN LATE
NEGLECTED/CRASH DAMAGED SPHHRESMOT AND FNLU%NDONED PROJECTS HERALD OR VITESSE
CONVERT RECOVERY, PT SERVICE.

VISIT US 1t 1990,2 HINUTES FROM GKESHEAD NANONAL GARDEM FESTIVAL
2 MINUKISSFPOM THE METROCENTRI SHOPPlNGILElSURER%OMPLEX

8238388383823&833228

Opening Times
8-30 a.m. to
5-30 p.m.

Bl The COURIER

Sculptured TSSC Models - AUSO9 on | scale 1/20th approx

These are excellent hand crafted models, the colours of your own car or left uncoloured.
superbly defailed and around 9 inches long they  They grace any shelf, desk or mantiepiece and
are made from a super hard architectural make excellent gifts or frophies. The present
moulding plaster. Look great whether painted to range includes :-

- HERALD 1200 Saloon & Convertible - SPITFIRE IV - SPITFIRE 5100 GT6 Il

- HERALD 13/60 Saloon & Converiible - VITESSE Il Saloon & Convertible

K & R REPLICAS - KR550 on
Very detailed, 1 : 43rd scale models in kit form,
SPRINGSIDE - SP571 on the following models are currently available.

small 4: 76th (00) scale models in kit form  Spitfire 1V, 1500 and 1500 (USA)

Early Herald shape only Versions include Hood down, Hood
Convertible, Saloon, Courier Van, Estate. + Hood up. Hardtop
Also available Triumph 2000/2500 GT6

- Saloon/kstate late shape.  Also available all TR range, (ring for prices!)

SEE TSSC OFFERS PRICE LIST ENCLOSED WITH THIS COURIER
Or phone 0858 467710 for further defails & telephone sales

EXl The COURIER
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CLUB SERVICES 1990

TSSC OFFICERS 1990

CLuBOFFICE

The following services are available
from the Club Offices

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£24.00 UK £25.00 EUROPE £28.00 OVERSEAS
RENEWALS
£22.00 UK £25.00 EUROPE £28.00 OVERSEAS
TSSC REGALIA - MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK

121B St Mary's Road,
Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7DT

Telephone (0858) 434424
FAX (0O858) 431936

TSSC SPECIAL OFFERS
Telephone 0858 467710

Technical 4 Cylinder:
Carl Heinlein Holly Corner, Willow Park, Croespenmaen,
Newbridge, Gwent NP2 1XX
Tel: (0495) 247798 between 6-7pm
Technical 6 Cylinder: ’

Peter Gidden Flat 4, 23 Manor Park, London SE13 5QZ
Telephone 081 463 0357

Herald 948/1200

Chris Longhurst 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage,
Oxon OX12 7PT Telephone N/A
Herald 13/60

Dave Beardsley 12 Falstone Green, Wigmore Park,
Luton Beds LU2 9TT Tel: (0582) 416684

Spitfire MkI/II/IT

Nick Lord 16 Saddington Rd, Smeeton Westerby,
Leics. LE8 0QS Tel: (0533) 792810

Spitfire MkIV/1500

John Thomason 154 Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,
Camberley, Surrey GU16 6DS Tel: N/A

Vit 1600/MklI/II

Tssc INSURANCE
QUOTATIONS - FOOTMAN JAMES & CO
TEL: 021 561 4196 (TSSC Insurance)

VALUATION SERVICE — PAM GRIFFITHS
TEL: 0245 443152

Tssc HANDBOOK

JONTY WILD — 121 St Mary's Road,
Market Harlborough LE16 7DT 0858 434424

Tssc VIDEo LIBRARY

STEVE LOVE - 19 Roughmoor Cresent,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 1EU 0823 333212

Tssc SpeEciAL OFFERS

TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB 121 St Mary's
Rd, Market Harborough Leics LE16 7DT

R AcC ScHEME

TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB - 121B St
Mary’s Rd, Market Harborough LE16 7DT

M rcazINE Copy DATE

All magazine material must be received by the
15th of the month prior to month of publication

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE — Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try and
work well in advance to the deadline.
TSSC PO BOX 28 Market Harborough LE16 7TFX
- TEL 0858 462578 FAX 0858 431936

Tssc ACCOUNTS

BILL SUNDERLAND CLUB MANAGER —
Send to Club Office Market Harborough

Andy Bonner 47 Brambly's Close, Basingstoke, Hants
RG21 1UP Telephone N/A
GT6 I/1l/1I

TB.A.

Bond

Peter Jacklin 76 Five Arches, Orton Wistow,
Peterborough PE2 OFQ

. Telephone (0733) 232818
Specials

Dennis Graves 13 Austin Close Irchester;
Northamptonshire NN9 7AX
Telephone (0933) 313166

Trevor Collett 14 Lodge Road, Fetcham, Surrey
KT22 9QY Tel: (0372) 376661

Amphicar

David Chapman 5, Sheringham Rd, Worcester WR5 3RA
Telephone (0905) 763192

Competition Secretaries

T. Lindsay-Dean 42 Gladstone Ave, Feltham, Middx
TWi14 SLL Telephone 081 890 6777

N. Sleightholm 45 Chellew Road, Tregolls, Truro,
Cornwall TR1 1ILR Tel: (0872) 71361

International Liaison

Leon Guyot 5 Kenilworth Ave, Wimbledon, London

SW19 7LN  Telephone 081 947 7659
Events & Equipment
Jonty Wild 121B St Mary’s Road Market Harborough
Leics LE16 7DT Telephone (0858) 434424

Archivist & Librarian

Mike Costigan '‘Dumble Rise’ 38 Ridgeway, Southwell,
Notts NG25 0DU
Telephone (0636) 814050

Show Car Register

Dennis Benson 'Courier Cottage, 78 Barley Mow Ln,

- Catshill, Worcs B61 OLP Tel: (0527) 77059
Area Liaison

Mike Crewes 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot,
Berks SL5 8EM Tel: (0344) 885541

EXN The COURIER

TEL: (0858)
467710

All these products and

much much more can be
selected from the TSSC Offers
brochure, Check it out!




