SPITFIRE/GT6/VITESSE/HERALD/BC(

Wheels & Accessories

W/Wheel Adaptor £23.50
2 Eared Spinner £11.50
3 Eared Spinner £14.00
Continental Spinner £11.50
Copper & Hide Hide Hammer £8.50
Zinc/Alloy Hammer £4.95
Wire Wheel Cleaning Brush £3.90
Spinner Spanner £3.90
Alloy Wheel Trim (Set of 4) £12.50

Chrome Wire Wheel Kit -

Chrome Wheel Trim (Set of 4)
Hub Cap

Wheel Stud

Special Nut (for Adaptor)
Chrome Nut (Set of 16)

Plastic Ring (Set of 16)

Wire Wheel Chrome

Wire Wheel Silver

Spitfire Mk4 Re-Con Wheel (Ex )

4 Chrome Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts

Silver Wire Wheel Kit -

4 Silver Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts

£27.50
£9.00
£0.94
£0.50
£19.50
£3.50
£79.00
£45.00
£29.50

£445.00

£309.95

All prices are correct at time of going to press although subject to change without prior notice
All Prices Exclude V.A.T. & Carriage Access & Barclaycard Welcome
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E ditorial
INTERNATIONAL -THE INTERNATIONAL?!!
OKAY - We're shouting a lot about the TSSC International at Stafford

11th - 12th August - please come - it’'s your Event - let’s see you there.

Thank you to all members who have contributed to the TSSC Building Fund, listed below
are members who have already sent £25.00 or more - if you can help to get permanent
headquarters for the TSSC this will surely help keep Triumphs on the road - please note
overseas members - the donation form is in this Courier.

Al TSSC ‘phone numbers change from August 1st. Market Harborough has gone digitised
so all our numbers now carry a 4 in front i.e. 0858 434424 (office).etc.

THE

TRIUMPH SPORTS
SIX (;LUB

- e TSSC Building Fund - Members helping The way forward
bl g Za Michael J. Tarry l. Hoy David Blackburn Graham Robinson
~ ) Mr. G. Miller J. Sune Petersson Carole Judge Gary Twigg
e 11 Mrs. Rachel Edwards  Neil Kent Miss Christine Dalzell  Leon F. Guyot
David L. Evans Mr. J. Carter Nigel Penistone P. Allen
]NTER David Hill Eric Corbett John Lyttle Janet O'Kane
Mr. D.K.Bruce R.A.McClellan Nigel Beard Brian Howell
\X/ E E K E N D Alan Ball BW & EFO Watson David May Keith Oliver
Richard Rogans S.B.Wren Nigel Rendell Bernd Hammerling
P =0 A Paul Vos R.J.H.Bradfield Stuart Mcintyre John Griffiths
\ Andy Willson Herbert & Audrey Axon John A, Draycon Gary Walker
Robert Browne Rod Thorne Eric Stobart Mr. Leyland
STAFFORD SHOW CENTRE N.T.Cooper Miranda & Chris Churchill  Mrs.V.S.A.Sibbring

STAFFORD

JUNCTION 14 M6

HOODS ™™

A518 STAFFORD-UTTOXETER ROAD
TONNEAUS & STOWAGE COVERS AVAILABLE RING FOR DETAILS
CH501 | SPITFIRE 4/1i/111/1V/1500 - BLACK ICi 79.75

4
‘ ALLING ALL I RIUMPH _
} CH502 | SPITEIRE II/1V/1500 ZIP RW - BLACK IC] 9750
| CH503 | HERALD/VITESSE/BOND EQUIPE - BLACK [Cl 79.75
EN I H l ' SIA S I S TSS C CH504 | HERALD/VITESSE ZIP RW - BLACK ICI 91.50
"CH505 | SPITFIRE 4/11/111/1V/1500 - DOUBLE DUCK 103.95

OFFERS CH506 | SPITFIRE 1I/1V/1500 ZIP RW - DOUBLE DUCK 114.94
CH507 | HERALD/VITESSE/BOND - DOUBLE DUCK 130.95
The TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB “ CH508 | HERALD/VITESSE ZIP RW - DOUBLE DUCK 1492.95
) T COLOURED HOOD AS BLACK ICI PHONE FOR DETAILS »
cordially invites you (and your Club) to SPITFIRE | P& P 4.00
the 1990 Triumph Internati :
P ational Weekend HERALD R —Y T S — s

AUGUST 11th & 12th

We hope this will be one of the largest
gatherings of Triumph ever, includes

VITESSE

G T 6 | INFORMATION REQUIRED TOTAL
Car imodei § mark; Year frgine soe Memgerstip No

Mame Sgnature

BOND EQUIPE| -
0858 | e

Cregn Card o ||| oy Date L]

46 7 7 1 0 Although normaily quicket allow 98 days for delivery and expect muitole dv:d rixed «}’d(‘,“'f, 1O artve s separate parcels JTSSC‘U\/\'EQ(}
S| Orders to - TSSC OFFERS 121B St Mary's Road Market Harborough Leics LE16 7DT

undercover Concours, Autojumble etc.

FULL INFORMATION
(0858) 434424 CHECK IT OUT !

Y 7o O IRIECR
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In just 10 or so days time, more Triumphs will be gathered together
than at any other time. Well let’'s hope so for August 10th, 1 1th and
12th are the dates of the Club’s biggest event, THE
INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND at the STAFFORD SHOW CENTRE.
And with the 8th Leicester National Sunshine Rally on 5th August,
this is a really classic month for Triumph Enthusiasts:

PLEASE DON'T MISS THESE OPPORTUNITIES TO REALLY ENJOY
THE TRIUMPH CULTURE AT IT'S BEST!

NOTICE TO ALL KIDS

At the International Weekend, the TSSC will have a BOUNCY
CASTLE, so make sure you get your parents there! Tell them about
the spares, the autojumble, the Concours, the entertainment.......

T5SC PREMISES

Hopefully, most of you will have read the information leaflet we
enclosed with last month's Courier. (overseas members will receive
theirs will this months Courier) At the time of writing this, over That's it for this month, but before signing out, here's a CHECK LIST
£2500.00 has been received from members making donations. This
is a superb start, for which we are very grateful. All money received
is being placed in a separate interest earning BUILDING FUND account
and will not be touched until we are in a position to buy.

It is amazing how things happen, but we understand our current
landiord wants to sell the premises we currently occupy. This may

mean we will need to find something rather more quickly than first TRIUMPH OUT’ HOODS DOWN' ENJOYMENT UP
envisaged. Financial support from members at this time has
accordingly become even more important. If you haven't yet
contributed to the fund and would like to do so, please do send off
your cheque to the Club Office as soon as possible. No stamp is
required, just mark your envelope FREE POST. All cheques should
be made payable to the TSSC BUILDING FUND.

1. ATTEND THE LEICESTER NATIONAL STANFORD HALL LEICS SAT/SUN 4th and 5th AUGUST.

2. ATTEND THE TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY SHOWGROUND,
STAFFORD FRI/SAT/SUN 10th, 11th and 12th AUGUST :

3. SEND OFF CHEQUE TO TSSC BUILDING FUND!

TSSC SPECIAL OFFERS - BUSINESS AS USUAL

You may have noticed in last month's Courier that Special Offers are
now being operated from the Club Office at Market Harborough.
Moving the stock from Hitchin and setting up new systems at
Harborough has created additional work although business has been
maintained as usual. Some of you may have experienced order delays
and even difficulties getting through to Special Offers on the
telephone. Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience. By the
time you read this, all operating problems should have been resolved.

CAR OF THE MONTH

My chosen car this month from the Valuations received is this
absolutely superb Mklll Spitfire. It belongs to Reginald Baker of
Bedfordshire who has been a TSSC member since 1985.
‘ \ What a great sports car the Mkl Spitfire was. Those of you who
\ ‘ read my article on Spitfires in the November 1986 TURNING CIRCLE
F . will know 1 rate the Mark Il as the best of them all given, it's traditional
n Grif
|

Jo

’flt/«* S styling, near 100mph performance and proper fold-away hood. I'm
convinced they’re under priced at the present time. My prediction
is that in two years time a good one will be worth around £6000
(double it's current value!)

| B T N N o T
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STOLEN VITESSE - HAD CAR ONE WEEK

Stolen 13.6.90 from Luton & Dunstable Hospital. White Mkl
Convertible with black hood ENV 4J. No carpets. Details Luton
Police. Contact: Imogen Spence 0582 491122 - Bleep on 610.

TSSC International Weekend

Surrey Area, in conjunction with S. & S. Restorations will oil your front
trunnions both sides, with the correct grade of oil (not grease) for
£2 per car.

A full range of TSSC Videos, depicting our cars in action throughout
the 50’s and 60's will be shown throughout the weekend.

If you have not already done so, it is still not too late to prepare an
entry for one of the competitions to be held at the event. Entry is
free with great prizes to be won. They are: Area Banner Competi-
tion, Courier 119, Area News Painting Competition, Courier 120 Page
64 and Edible Car, Courier 121, page 26.

Further details of all the above will be shown in the event programme.

DINKY CONCOURS - FINAL REMINDER
Dorn’t forget Sunday 12th August INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND Staf-
ford 10am til 4pm three classes:-

1 original dinky/corgi

2 restored dinky/corgi

3 kits/models (includes plaster models)
3 cars per class per person all cars must be TRIUMPH - trophy for
each class. Plus deliberate mistake competition for under 16’s.

Custard Pie Fight - Southern and 1.0.W. Area - against any other
Area. 50p to take part - bring some old clothes - Saturday pm.

Evening Courses

We at Thurrock Technical College have been running even-
ing courses in both Basic Welding and Vehicle Restoration for
a number of years. We are offering these again from
September 1990 and I wonder if you would like to make men-
tion of the fact in your club magazine/news letter for the
benefit of your members in our area.

Further information about the courses may be obtained by
telephoning or writing to the College and it is also possible
to enrol on the course by post during the summer vacation.
Essex County Council, Thurrock Technical College, Woodview,
Grays Essex RM16 4YR. Tel: (0375) 373356.

J.Cook - Vehicle Res.Course Tutor

Fo . . U

Oil Painting - Herald Coupe

At the Lyndhurst AGM it was revealed that
ore of the TSSC's rriost celebrated members,
Fay Presto, had comrmissioned an oil painting
of the Morite Carlo Herald Coupe for the Club
to award annually toa Club member who put
in exceptional work “or shown the best
example of Club comradary during the
preceding 12 months.

It was agreed that the first recipient should
be Chris Longhurst, Herald Register
Secretary, for the flow of excellent Courier
Articies he has submitted over many years.

Chris Childs volunteered to do the
presentation as the Local Area Organiser, but
unknown to him, Chris had moved to
Wantage. So the job was handed to Oxford
Area to complete. This pleasant task was
carried out at the local area meet by John
Cudrnore, Council of Management member
and Oxford Area Organiser.

When the painting is handed back for
presentation to a new recipient, a print will
be given to Chris as a permanent reminder
of the event. Keep up the good work

GT6 REGISTER SECRETARY
Following a couple of unfollowed-up enquiries
| have to say that the post of GT6 Register
Secretary is still vacant. Enquiries please to
Peter Williams, General Secretary at the usual
address/phone number.

SPITFIRE IV/1500

TURNING CIRCLE:
Last call Spitfire Enthusiasts

I can't say that | expected a stampede but I'm
very disappointed with the dismal response
for the planned next Turning Circle (4
members excluded), especially considering
the many thousands of Spitfire (armchair?)
enthusiasts out there. What we're after are
good technical/historical/restoration text-
photo articles, plus perhaps the odd one or
two (only) general/holiday type stories. The
simple truth is, that if no more articles appear
in the near future then the Spitfire 1V/1500
Turning Circle will just not happen - seriously.
The Bond "boys” certainly showed the way
- why not you!

Peter Williams, Editor, Turning Circle.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE
TSSC OFFERS

Due to the vast increase in business and the growing size of
the Triumph Sports Six Club - TSSC OFFERS have moved from
Hitchin to much larger premises within the main TSSC building
at Market Harborough. This will give TSSC OFFERS a much better
base to trade and take forward this popular service. There may
have been a hiccup or two over the past few months and we
apologise to members who have experienced delays in
receiving products. Looking forward TSSC OFFERS will become
an essential part of life within the TSSC and you can expect an
increased product range over the coming months.

Please support TSSC OFFERS as this service to members will
ultimately help us in our aim for permanent TSSC premises and
further in the future remanufacture of parts for Club Cars. '
Bill Sunderland - Club Manager

Save Postage/Carriage Charges
Most TSSC OFFERS CAN BE ORDERED
FOR COLLECTION AT THE
TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND
STAFFORD 11th/12th AUGUST

Ring for details ©O858 467710

The COURIER KEX




YOU MUST -

a. Stop

b. Give your own and the vehicle owner’s name
and address and the registration mark of the
vehicle to anyone having reasonable grounds
for requiring them.

c. If you do not give your name and address to
any such person at the time, report the acci-
dent to the Police as soon as reasonably prac-
ticable, and in any case within 24 hours.

d. I anyone is injured and you do not produce
your Certificate of Insurance at the time to the
Police or to anyone who has reasonable
grounds for requiring its production, report the
accident to the Police as soon as possible, and
in any case within 24 hours; and either produce
your Certificate of Insurance to the Police
when reporting the accident or ensure that it
is produced within seven days thereafter at
any Police Station of your choice.

Section 170, 171 and 172 Road Traffic Act 1988:
Notes:

Causes damage or injury - you do not have to be in
a collision to be involved in an accident which occurs
due to the presence of your motor vehicle on a road.
Road - has been held to be a private car park, or even
a field on a single day when a horse show, motorcross
etc. has taken place.

It is anticipated that within the next two years the
Government will be forced to introduce new legisla-
tion in respect of the reporting of road traffic ac-
cidents, in order to come in line and comply with EEC
directives. In all other EEC countries, ALL road ac-
cidents MUST be reported to the Police and a Cer-
tificate of Insurance produced.

The Road Traffic (Production of Documents) Act 1985:

This Act came into force on 16th Septernber, 1985.
It extends the period for the production at a Police
Station’ of:

F L R N N I e N T sacll =

LOPSH0P e

Accidents

If you are involved in an accident or injury to any
other person, or other vehicle, or any animal
(norse, cattle, ass mule, sheep, pig, goat or dog)
not in your vehicle, or roadside property:

Driving Licences

Certificates of Insurance

Test Certificates

Driving Instruction Certificates and Licences
Medical Certificates of exemption for wear-
ing seat belts

oanop

For each of these documents the 'normal’ period
within which they may be produced is extended
from five to seven days.

In addition, a new defence of failing to produce
within this time is introduced. This is if you can pro-
ve the documents are produced at the specified
Police Station as soon as reasonably practicable.
In practice it means that if you are on holiday and
you leave your documents at home - more time
will be allowed to produce them. Similarly if a docu-
ment is lost or mislaid (often due to moving house)
time will be allowed for a duplicate to be obtained.

If you have a query or topic of Road Traffic Law
write to Mike Crewes, 112 Blackmoor Wood, North
Ascot, Berkshire 5L5 8EN enclosing a stamped ac*-
dressed envelope please. Remember help is only 30
pence away. =S

Cop SHop

on the road
TSSC INTERNATIONAL
STAFFORD 11th & 12th

By CHCIS SHELIDAN
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CAMBRIDGE TRIUMPH SPARES |

Next to SHORTS COTTAGES 16FT. BANK MOUNT PLEASENT FARM CHATTERIS CAMBS PE16 6XN

SALE roRr 1ssc MEMBERS oNLY SALE
PLEASE NOTE PRICES ONLY VALID FOR THIS MONTH

PLEASE MENTION THIS AD WHEN ORDERING
PRICES ARE PER SINGLE ITEM (not per pair) POSTAGE AND VAT ARE EXTRA

Normal OFFER
Price Price

SPITFIRE IV/1500 GT6 MK3 STEEL FRONT 1/4 VALANCES ................. £38.00 £34.00
SPITFIRE/GT6 DOOR CHECKSTRAP .....coocviuiivieieieeeeee e, £ 750 £ 6.50
ALL MODELS DOOR CHECKSTRAP GASKET .......ccocceoveieisieeeeeeaeennn. £ 250 £ 220
HERALD 13/60 AIR FILTERS .....cootoiiiiiicteceee e, £ 390 £ 250
SPAX STANDARD SHOCK ABSORBERS FRONT OR REAR EACH ...... £19.00 £15.00
TIMING CHAIN ALL MODELS .....cvouiiiiiiiecieececeeeeeeeeee e, £ 375 £ 275
HERALD/VITESSE STANDARD CHROME PETROL CAP ......cccvevvnn.... £ 350 £ 250
SPITFIRE 1V/1500 GT6 111 COMPLETE SIDELIGHT/INDICATOR UNIT £16.00 £14.00
HERALD/SPITFIRE REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS (SHOP SOILED) ........ £16.00 £ 9.00
HERALD/VITESSE REAR TOP OF LIGHT CHROME "V .....ccocecvvvennn... £ 695 £ 595
BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER LUCAS 64068633 SPITFIRE MKIII/IV ....... £54.19 £27.00
GT6/VITESSE ROTOFLEX SET REAR BRAKE SHOES .......covevvvvennn.... £ 695 £ 495
LE - MANS TYPE LOCKING PETROL CAP SUITS ALL SPITFIRES ....... £15.00 £11.50
HERALD/VITESSE ORIGINAL WING MIRRORS .......c.cccooeverieeeeeennnn. £18.95 £12.00

SPITFIRE 1500 BONNET OR BOOT TRANSFERS ORIGINAL BLACK OR SILVER £ 5.00 £ 3.50

TRIUMPH LAUREL LEAF EMBLEM BLACK SILVER OR GOLD ............. £ 750 £ 450
NEW 2 LITRE CRANKSHAFTS .....ooiiiiiiiiticieecece e, N/A  £49.00
HERALD 13/60 BRAND NEW RADIATOR GRILLES .........cccocvevvverenn. £15.00 £ 9.50
SPITFIRE/GT6 OUTSIDE DOORGLASS WEATHERSTRIPS ................... £ 750 £ 5.50
HERALD/SPITFIRE TOP RADIATOR HOSE .......c.c.ccoovoieeeeeeeveeeeeen, £ 250 £ 225
HERALD/SPITFIRE BOTTOM RADIATOR HOSE .......ccooeovevivveeeeeeeen £ 4.00 £ 3.00
BONNET STOP CONES ........cocooiiiiiiiiiieiecc e £1.90 £ 1.40
SPITFIRE/GT6 BATTERY BOX ORIGINAL ......c.cooovivieieeieeeeeeee e, £14.00 £12.50
HERALD/VITESSE WINDSCREEN SEAL .......c..coooveviieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e £16.00 £15.00
SPITFIRE IV/1500/GT6 111 WINDSCREEN SEAL ........cccocovvvvvevreeenn. £16.00 £15.00
GT6 TAILGATE GLAZING SEAL ..cooviviivieeeeeee e, £16.00 £15.00
BRIGHT TRIM AND CLIP FOR ANY OF ABOVE .......c.cccovvevveveeeernnn. £ 780 £ 5.75

This is only a small sample of our complete range of Spare Parts for
Club Cars we try to stock everything currently available for your Car

FREE 22 PAGE CATALOGUE **** VISA/ACCESS ****

88 TELEPHONE ORDERS/FAST MAIL ORDER |IEEEN
J SERVICE/OVERNIGHT DELIVERY VISA

* WORLD WIDE — MAIL ORDER — WORLD WIDE %

1 ONLY RECONDITION DRIVE SHAFT ASSEMBLY VIT MK1 GT6 1 NEW SHAFT N/A  £145.00
SPITFIRE MKIV/1500 GT6 111 FRONT WINGS ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiieniiies £37.00 £35.00
HERALD 13/60 FRONT WINGS ..ot £55.00 £42.00
HERALD/VITESSE REAR WINGS ........coccviiiiiiiiiiiceiiccine i, £65.00 £52.00
SPITFIRE MKI & 1I/GT6 MKI FRONT SIDELIGHT REPAIR SECTIONS ... £13.95 £12.00
SPITFIRE MKIII/GT6 MKII FRONT SIDELIGHT REPAIR SECTIONS ....... £13.95 £12.00
1 ONLY HERALD/VITESSE FIBREGLASS HARDTOP ........ccccoeiiiiiiinnnns £185.00 £170.00
1 ONLY SPITFIRE MKIV/1500 SECONDHAND STEEL FACTORY HARDTOP . N/A  £85.00
HERALD CONVERTIBLE/COUPE/VITESSE CONVERTIBLE DOORGLASS £22.00 £18.00
SPITFIRE/GT6 REAR VALANCE FINISHER (STATE MODEL) ................ £ 450 £ 3.95
SPITFIRE MKIV/1500 REAR RING .........ccocoiiiiiiiiiiniciiiiee i, £95.00 £89.00
SPITFIRE IV/1500/GT6 MKIII INSIDE DOOR HANDLE REPAIR (PULL) .. £ 6.95 £ 6.00
WINDOW WINDER HANDLE SPITIV/1500 GT6 111 ..o £ 395 £ 3.50
BOOT "T" HANDLE BARREL & 2 KEYS .isyesscsssssssssmmvinsososss sossvssvueises £10.95 £ 9.75
SPITFIRE 1/11/111 GT6 1/11 CHROME HEADLAMP RIM ...................... £12.50 £ 8.00
BRAKE DISC HERALD/SPITFIRE ......ccccuviiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiree e £10.95 £ 9.95
STANPART TRUNNION BLOCK INCLUDING KIT AND BOLT (STATE L/R) £13.00 £12.00
FRONT TRUNNION REPAIR KIT ONLY ....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e £ 295 £ 210
TRACK ROD END ALL MODELS .......cccviiiiiiiiiniccniriee i £ 550 £ 4.75
REAR DRIVESHAFT ALL NON-ROTOFLEX CARS (STATE MODEL) ...... £45.00 £42.00
SET OF EIGHT FRONT INNER WISHBONE BUSHES (WHOLE CAR SET) £ 5.20 £ 4.00
SPITFIRE 1500/GT6 111 (NON-ROTOFLEX) REAR LEAF SPRING ........ £49.00 £45.00
HERALD/VITESSE CONVERTIBLE HOOD SIDE CHANNELS (ALLOY) (SET OF 3) £12.50 £11.00
GENUINE B.L. ROTOFLEX COUPLINGS INCLUDING BOLTS ............... £25.00 £21.00
ROTOFLEX REAR TRUNNION KITS WITH STAINLESS SPACER TUBES £22.00 £21.00
HANDBRAKE GAITER ALL MODELS .........c.ccooiiiiiiieiiieciiiicie e £ 750 £ 6.90
SPITFIRE/HERALD TOP HOSE ......c.coociiiiiiiiiiiinciiriee e £ 250 £ 2.20
SPITFIRE/HERALD BOTTOM HOSE ......ccccoooiiiiiiieiiiiiieccciiiee e £ 250 £ 220
HERALD/SPITFIRE ROCKER COVER GASKET .......cccoiiiiiiiiieeiicc £195 £ 1.50
BRAND NEW SHOCK ABSORBERS FRONT OR REAR ARMSTRONG . £19.00 £15.00

ALL PRICES PLEASE FAX (03543) 5256

ADD POSTAGE AND VAT AT 15%
Our telephone number is

TEL: (0354) 34140/34144

FPTI 7he COIIRIER
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1SSC
INTERNATIONAL
August 11th & 12th

As last year there will be the world’s
largest pure Triumph Autojumble held
on both days.

The Traders listed below deserve your
support as they are supporfing this bvent. I'm
sure they will be happy fo fake advance
orders for collection on the day (save
postage) RING THEM NOW!

Bemard Robinson Trade Liaison

S.0.C.SPARES,
JOHN HILLS S.JMOTORS (GENERAL)
JOHN KIPPING RIMMER BROS.

CLASSICAR AUTOMOTIVE
ROWLEY CLASSIC COMPONENTS
S.W.CLASSICS

NEWTON COMMERCIAL
CENTRAL SPITFIRES-

SWINDON CLASSICS

STEVE GILL SPORTS CARS

SIX SPARES

O.D.SPARES (OVERDRIVES)

—

Check out their Ads in this Courier

FYLDE TRIUMPHS
K.D.PEPPER (GENERAL)
SPORTS CAR SUPPLIES
TRIUMPH SCENE
CAMBRIDGE TRIUMPH
CHIC DOIG

AND ORDER NOW - SEE YOU THERE!

P . e e~ p 8§ F—

Let’s see thousands

of members af
THE TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND

STAFFORD SHOW CENTRE
STAFFORD

DIRECTIONS
TAKE THE M6 MOTORWAY TO JUNCTION 14 - HEAD TOWARDS STAFFORD
THEN TAKE THE A518 TO UTTOXETER (signposted County Showground)

For campers and members arriving on Friday 10th August
there is free entertainment on the Friday night

ETU30AY NO MORE AND 3 YOU THEREN!
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. m § in monthly A5 magazines

HERALD VITESSE SPITFIRE GT6 ‘

to Clubs and Societies.
* Fixed price for 12 months
SHOP HOURS — MON to FRI 9.30 - 5.30 SAT 9.00 - 1.00
TELEFAX 0203 637238

(helps with your subs budget).
SEE US AT THE INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND

* N% late on delivery.

* From 16 to 100 pages.

* Full typesetting service
with proofs, or your
typed copy.

For more information

STAINLESS STEEL WING TOP FINISHERS

Spitfire VIVII/GTG6I .............. Fromt .............. £15.00

contact: MICK PEAK at

Rear s.csssveessssss £15.00
Spitfire 1V/1500/GT6Ill ...... Rear ONLY ... £15.00 3 Ise Vale Avenue, Desborough,
Clip set for above ... per strip ......... £ 2.25 Northants NN14 2PU Tel: (0536) 760725/746334. ‘
ORIGINAL AC DELCO FUEL PUMPS AND KITS : . “““‘ —
Herald/Spitfire I/ .....oooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaan. £16.00 \\!'&:,w”/l "'""/i@)} 0
SPItFire INV/1500 ....ciiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e £16.00 <V V‘@‘\Q"’L
Herald/Spitfire I/II/III ... ..... Repair Kit ......... £ 3.50 \\\
Vitesse/GT6 ......c....... Repair Kit .......c..c.... £ 6.00 \\
R -

ORIGINAL BL PANELS

Outer Sill - SpIitfire/GT 6 ...ocociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaannn £23.00
Fronmnt INNER Wheelarch - Suitable ALL models .... £30.00

* Prices include VAT post extra

WORLDWIDE

MAIL ORDER SERVICE

\ Illustrated Catalogue £2 - Overseas Free l
12‘* '\LDFR\’IA‘NS GREEN ROF\D CO‘E\TRY C\Z lPP Fahrzeugte”e — BRASTUCK Bitte fordern Sie unsere Kostenlose

Preisliste fur Ihren Wagen an.

z Saarwellinger Strae 31 & Co GmbH
TELEPHONE 0203 683926 6610 Lebach-Hoxberg West Germany for l £hre. Workd wide maEl sraes etraise.
Tel. 06881/52455, Telefax 06881/51774




AS our leader Greg has now departed (for a new job in Exeter - good luck Greg)
it has fallen to me to report on a successful, if somewhat damp run & concours.
The weekend began with a jolly evening at the Bull's Head at Castleton followed
by what was apparently a very cosy night’s camping, due to the large number of
tents in a rather small plot ( think).

Anyway, Sunday morning
dawned bright and sunny and we
decided the weathermen must
have got it wrong (they hadn't)
and as Triumphs began to
assermble in the car park, all was
set fair for a good day.

They continued to arrive until well
past the scheduled departure
time, then with a fanfare of horns
almost ninety cars began the 1 in
5 ascent up Winnet's Pass. Hoods
were down and | guess the
convoy must have stretched a
couple of miles.

After an hour or so the Met men
were vindicated and down came
the rain. One by one the cars
pulled in to put up hoods, the
braver members hanging on until
they too began to get soggy and
succumbed, and eventually even
Gareth in his Vitesse, who looked
soaked by this time, had to give
in to the weather.

We arrived for iunch and 150 plus,
hungry Triumph owners
descended upon the Dog and
Partridge, who worked a miracle
to feed us all in a reasonable time,
although there were a few
desparate cheers as the last plates
of grub appeared.

After lunch we continued, the ford
at Tissington being the highlight of
the second half, and ninety odd
Triumphs became Amphicars for
a couple of minutes.

The arrival at Chatsworth was
followed by the concours and
sincere thanks must go to the
judges, who had a difficult job
under trying conditions, ending up

somewhat bedraggled and |
suspect more than a little tired.
The standard of cars was
impressive with ever more
original, low mileage Heralds
appearing (not mine | hasten to
add!) and a good turnout of over
thirty Spitfires. It was good to see
Mr. Stansfield’s Spitfire, which last
year had the dubious honour of
the wooden spoon now restored
and a credit to him. Unfortunately
this year we did not give a long
distance award, which was a pity

as we had a member from Finland
with us and it was great to see
him, the Transit van definitely
added something to the run, if only
confidence that we could get a
tow out of the ford if necessary.
Anyway, to conclude [ think
everyone enjoyed themselves
despite the weather, and hopefully
we'll be off again next year and
top the hundred mark.

Here are the concours results. and
our grateful thanks go to the
sponsors for their support. Nina

BEST VITESSE

Geoff Fletcher Trophy 6825 DK Harold Lee

2nd JUY 131D Ron Lee

BEST HERALD

John Kipping Trophy KRO 202G Viv Colenso
2nd 193 XRB Rob Bagnall
Highly Commended BRK 351D Nina Hutsby
Highly Commended UWY 604F Stuart Newbold
BEST SPITFIRE

Andrew Stone Trophy XFA 1898 Wiliam Byrom
2nd DOX 468C Terry Hickling
Highly Commended SYG S70R P. Shackleton
Highly Commended PAC 953W Gordon Middieton
Highly Commended L.OK 879P B. Stansfield
BEST GT6

Rimmer Bros. Trophy 246 LG S. Wallwork
2nd XDN 254R J.Smith

BEST BOND/SPECIAL
Chic Doig Trophy

2nd 342 STA (Spartan
164 DJU (Spitfire)

VISITOR’S CHOICE

WUG 816H (Bur/ton)

Michael Heeley
L. Latham

Mr. & Mrs. Newitt

DERWENT VALLEY PEAK
RUN & CONCOURS

. . B b peem & gr—— —

STH LEICESTER
NATITON AL
UNSHINE RALLY
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STANFORD HALL NR LUTTERWORTH
M1 JUNCTION 20 LEICESTERSHIRE

SUNDAY 5TH AUGUST 1990

PRE RALLY EVENT + FREE CAMPING
BATH HOTEL SHEARSBY SPA
SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST 1990

CONVOY FROM SHEARSBY TO STANFORD HALL ON SUNDAY MORNING
CAMPING AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS STAYING
ON FOR THE TSSC INTERNATIONAL EVENT
AT STAFFORD THE NEXT WEEKEND

CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE ® CONCOURS D’ETAT @ SIX CLUB
CAR CLASSES ® MASTER CLASS ® ALL COMERS CLASS

TRADE STANDS @ AUTOJUMBLE @ CLUB MEMBERS’ CAR BOOT SALES
® TSSC REGALIA ® BOOKSHOP e SPECIAL OFFERS @ DRIVING
GYMKHANA EVENT @ MENS & LADIES AWARD e PRIZE DRAW e
BARBECUE @ ALL-DAY LICENSED BAR @ INTER-AREA TUG-OF-WAR

OTHER ATTRACTIONS STANFORD HALL: WALLED ROSE GARDEN, NATURE TRAIL, CRAFT
CENTRE, MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM, CARETERIA (TEAS), OLD FORGE, FLYING MACHINE

ADMISSION - £2.50 PER PERSON, CHILDREN 60p
BY PROGRAMME ONLY (IN ADVANCE OR AT GATE)
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BERKSHIRES LEADING TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR
PARTS SPECIALIST

We operate a friendly and efficient Counter, Telephone and FAX
Service offering a wide range of Mechanical Parts and Body
Panels at competetive prices.

We are open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm

MAIL ORDER—UK and Overseas o=

TELEPHONE:- 0635 44669 FAX:- 0635 32266
Or Call in and see us at
UNIT A8 FARADAY ROAD, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE RG13 2AD

Be On Target With ...

é? UNITS 2/6 OVERTON FARM,
COPPYNOOK LANE, HAMMERWICH NR. LICHFIELD

SeenTRAY
TEL 05436-9914/73401 FAX 05436 73401

N j SHOW SPECIALS!!

SEE US

EXCLUSIVE SPITFIRE/GTe A7 THE INTERNATIONAL

REAR IN LOWER .
WING NER REPAIR! Rebu.lt bonnets
£10.50 | vitesse Mk2 GT6 Mk2

Necessary when fitting | Spitfire Mk2 Rebuilt Roto/Chassis

rear wing lower repairs
Prices + VAT + CARRIAGE Cars for Sale

Aluminium Steering Rack Mounts £16.00 Sp'tﬂre T I’eg 1500 ................... £3750
Fibreglass % Valances ............. £1600| Spitfire W reg 1500 .................. £4750
Copper Brake Pipe Sets .......... £2200 |  Any inspection invited on these cars

Superior Carpet Sets ............... £50.00

Hoods - zip window (orig. quality) £70.00 Spitfire Rebuilt Chassis from ..... £250

o - T T

KNOW YOUR HERALDS——

1200 ESTATE

Chris Longhurst

T—lE Triumph Herald 1200 Estate was introduced in May 1961 on the Mkl
chassis; there had not been a previous 948cc version. Engine, gearbox and
differential were the same as the saloon. The main difference in mechanical
specification was a stronger rear leaf spring and wider wheels/tyres to cope with
additional loads.

With the rear seats folded
down there was 20 square
feet of load capacity with a
maximum recommended pay-
load of 5 cwt. The trim and
finish of the estate car was of
the same standard as the >
saloon, unusual at the time |
when estates could be
somewhat more basic than
saloon variants.

The Mkl chassis was replaced
by the tougher MkIl chassis in |
1962. Production of the 1200 |
Estate continued until 1968
with a total production run of
39,819.

The 1200 Estate is still a
practical load carrier. The
larger area of glass makes it
less claustrophobic as a family
car than the saloon. With a |
little ingenuity (foam over the
wheel arches, baby seat) three
(young) children can be carried :
comfortably, (Fig.3).

Fig.2. 1200 Herald Estate (rear view)

ey T N e Y Tl e N #5 & |




B
FlgB Famtly Estate! (1984)

When carrying out a body off dexion support frame as there and convertibles. Without the
rebuild on the estate it is isnorear cross bracing (shelf) on frame the estate body may fold
worthwhile constructing a the estate as on saloons, coupes inwards, (Fig.4),
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TRIUMPH SPITFIRES, GT6'S, HERALDS, VITESSE'S NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE.
SPITFIRES BUILT AS A SPECIALITY. M.0.T*S, RESPRAYS, SERVICING, POSTAL SERVICE.
Unit 9 Bradley Lane Newton Abbot Devon Tel Newton Abbot 51370

HE Bond Equipe Weekend was attended by some forty Bonds, with several
owners arriving by other means of transport.

The overall standard of the Equipes on display was considerably better than previous years, with
many cars showing evidence of last winter's labours, well done all those who made the effort to attend.
Thanks also to the willing (?) band of helpers and to our sponsors this year Troika Architectural Mouldings
of Sheffield. Now to the results:-

CHOICE EQUIPE (6 cyD

Winner Kevin Perry 2L Convertible 633 BOO

Runner Up Peter Prime 2L Coupe MRY 7F

Commended Brian Waters 2L Convertible KCK820H
CHOICE EQUIPE (4 cyD

Winner David Woods 4S DPG647J

Runner Up Jayne Grogan 4S BPH834H

Commended Geoffrey Colquitt 45 GCX735C

David Woods received most votes overall and therefore holds the Bond Equipe Shield for one year.
The TROIKA TROPHY was a new award for us this year, representing as near as we are likely to
come to a conventional judged class. Keith Dungworth put in some sterling work here carrying out
spot checks on eight mechanical items. During the judging many owners received some useful advice
on the condition of the steering and brakes of their cars and the results are set out overleaf.
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RESULTS
Winner Brian Waters 2L Conv KCK820H (88%)
Runners up David Woods 45 DPG647.J (85%)
Steven English 2L CVW279G (85%)

The DISTANCE AWARD went to Rob
Smith (4S) who had an adventurous trip
down from Coldstream in Scotland.
The spot check Spare Wheel Competition
winner and loser were Keith Dungworth
and Vince Armstrong respectively.
During Sunday the children were kept
amused by ‘Uncie Dennis’ who arranged
a number of competitions and activities
including their own chance to vote for
their favourite Equipe. The surprised
winner of this award (suitably a box of
Smarties!) was Derek Edmunds.

The winner of the major prize in the Raffle (one vear’s subscription to Popular Classics) was Brian
Waters, Brian had quite a successful day! Some of the proceeds of this Raffle were donated to the
ITV Telethon Appeal, thanks to the generosity of those who donated most of the prizes.

The next Equipe Get-Together will be at the Bell Hag Inn, Manchester Road, Sheffield on Sunday 16th
September, the location is approx 4 mis. west of Sheffield on the fringe of the Peak District National
Park. Camping is available on site so if you wish to arrive on Saturday | will be on site from about
lunchtime. This is the final event in this year's events calendar so give your Equipe a last run out and
let's have a better turnout than last year!

Finally, | have available some back issues of the March 1990 Popular Classics, this is the one with the
Equipe feature in it, if you would like a copy the cost is £1.90 incl. P & P. ==

cvAS S/\
Office ~ =, Unit 1 Mill Street
0592 206439 Kirkcaldy
CHIC DOIG/ Fi

Parts Depot &
Scotland
— NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS

FAX 0592 640714
TRIUMPH & MG SPARE PARTS A SPECIALITY
RESTORATION OF ALL CLASSIC SPORTS CARS UNDERTAKEN
Vast range of second hand/recon. + new parts now in stock

CLUB CHASSIS FROM £295.00
SPITFIRE 1500 BOOT LIDS CLUB PRICE £90.00

NOW MANUFACTURING
14 gauge side rails £15.00 each - Outriggers £8.50 each - Boot extension £12.00 each
Original specifications and quality assured
Front chassis bars for Herald/Vitesse/Bond Equipe £29.85 each
Bar with brackets £39.50 each - Front bar repair ends £12.50 each
Body mounting brackets front £6.50 - centre £7.50 - rear £8.50 each
ALL PRICES
EXCLUSIVE OF VAT & CARRIAGE - MAIL ORDER WORLDWIDE

Special prices for Trade - WATCH OUT FOR THE NEXT BULLETIN

S 5
PorTsch?
Lo B
VISA

JPL 818C

Andy Bonner
T—llS month's feature car is a 1600 owned by John Ryder. John uses his car
as regular transport and clocks 15,000 miles per year. Well done John, you
seem to be in the minority nowadays as most Vitesses seem to be kept as 2nd
and 3rd cars, only to be wheeled out at summer shows or sunny weekends.

LEAD FREE CYLINDER HEADS il

In reply to my request for feedback from anyone
who has fitted a lead free head to their Vitesse
the response so far has been - zero!

Mr. R. Ingram wrote to me recently questioning
the origin of the engine fitted to his 1600. The
engine that he has fitted is prefixed KE which ac-
cording to my records means that it is a GT6 Mkl
type. Vitesse 1600 engines are prefixed HB and
Vitesse 2000 engines are prefixed HC.

1600 to 1720 Conversion - Insurance

I have again spoken to Footman James with
reference to including the 1720cc overbored
engine into the standard 1600 Vitesse insurance
group, and Trevor Keefe has now assured me of
a prompt reply. Hopefully by the next issue of the
Courier, Trevor?

PIRELLI CLASSIC MARATHON

John Woolley didn't manage to repeat his superb
performance of last year, when he finished 7th
overall and first in class. Unfortunately a new
clutch fitted just prior to the event proved to be
faulty, which resulted in John stripping the teeth
of 3rd gear early in the event. However, John
managed to salvage some parts from a Dolomite
box and rebuilt his own to join the rally two days
later, and did finish the event. To complete the
misery Alison Woolley and her co-driver broke a
trunnion half way up the Stervio Pass in their

Spitfire whilst leading the lL.adies Class. Again John
managed to repair the car but valuable time was
lost.

The Rules for this year’s Pirelli meant that John
had to change from the 2000 engine that he used
last year to 1600 power for this year's event.
Using a Kent TH5 camshaft with triple 1%z SU
carbs and extractor exhaust this engine was giving
110 BHP at the wheels on the rolling road when
tested before the competition. According to John
this still gives a road useable engine although real
performance comes in at 5000 rpm and it will rev
to 8500! His stage times towards the end of the
Rally put John in the top ten amongst some very
hairy machinery and | hope to give you some
comparison times next month.

VITESSE RALLYING HISTORY

The brief history of the Vitesse in rallying has been
well documented through this magazine in the past
and it is listed in Graham Robson’s book on the
Herald and Vitesse. One would expect Graham to
know the full story as he was Competitions
Manager for Triumph during that time. However,
| came across an interesting reference recently in
an interview with racing/rally driver Peter Bolton
in which he says "The one rally | didn't do, to my
great regret was the Safari. One year | had offers
from both Citroen and Ford but | was contracted

T O IRIER EYE




to Standard-Triumph who insisted they were going
to do it and I was in the team. They entered a team
of Vanguards and Vitesses and sent over one of
each to do a recce. The Vanguards boiled at over
4,000 feet and the Vitesse fell apart so the team

was withdrawn”. It seems likely that the Vitesse
referred to was 407V C.

M‘S@'
Sharme on you Graham for not including this in your
book.

Apologies for a short report this month, I have just
returned from France and am rushing to make the
deadline.

Hope to see lots of you with your Vits

at the International =

" Spit-Bits”

TRIUMPH GT6’s CHOICE OF SIX
Mkl, Blue, Good Runner, in need of body repair £950.00

Mkll, Red, Good original car, needs slight tidying.
Reconditioned engine ...........c.occooeeiiniriinienn, £2800.00

MkHI, White, Needs various work, but would make very nice
car, cloth seats, overdrive, tints and original sunshine roof
................................................................... £1500.00 o.n.0.

Mkill, Brown, Exceptional condition, with service history,
Rotoflex model, overdrive, reconditioned Triumph-tune engine.
New carpets, brown trim, twin exhaust, wide wheels with
Firestone 185 x 60’s, well kept, only ........ £4,800.00 o.n.0.
Mkill, Blue, Been stored 10 years, now brought up to its original
glory, also in very nice condition, overdrive, tints, cloth seats
.................................................................. £4,700.00 o.n.o.

MkHI, Red, service history. Many extras. Only 4 owners, low
mileage, tints, overdrive, sunshine roof. All in A1 tip-top
CONAItION ovverri e £6,500.00.

ALSO AVAILABLE VARIOUS SPITFIRES FROM £750.00 to £2,000.00
JUST TELEPHONE "SPIT BITS" - THE ONLY NAME TO REMEMBER.

CARS WANTED FOR CASH

All parts plus VAT & P&P. Postal service available. We accept Access and
Visa. Store's only 2 minutes junction 11, M4, Please ring for times. Postal
address ONLY Jingles Farm, New Mill Rd, Finchampstead, Berks. RG11 407
Don't Forget The Name "SPIT-BITS" Telephone: Stores (0734} 883427
(0734) 732648 - KEEP THIS AD FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

L& M MOTORS

2 HERMITAGE LANE LONDON SE25 5HH

Your Local Sports Six Specialist
@ Accident & Pane! Repairs
® Body Jig Facilities

e Low Bake Oven

@ Restorations

@ |nsurance Recommended
@ MOTesting
@ Tuning

@ Servicing

@ Mechanica!l Repairs

e Engine Mods
Stage Tuning

Race Preparation

The Family Business with the Personal Touch.

L

FOR !.‘_
AQUOTE: b

081 654 221
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AUTO TRIM

WESLEY STREET,
LEICESTER LE4 5QG soue
TEL: (0533) 664112 '™

CARPETS: Price P&P
SPITFIRE all models (Sewn glbox) ~ £37.50 + 4.00 + VAT
HERALD/VITESSE £37.50 + 4.00 + VAT
GT6 including load area £57.95 + 4.00 + VAT
HOODS:

SPITFIRE MK/ £56.00 + 3.50 + VAT
SPITFIRE MKl £56.00 + 3.50 + VAT
SPITFIRE MKl

with zip rear window £65.00 + 3.50 + VAT
SPITFIRE MKIV & 1500 « £65.00 + 3.50 + VAT
HERALD/VITESSE £66.00 + 3.50 + VAT
TONNEAU for Cars above £54.75 + 350 + VAT
DOOCR TRIM PANELS:

SPITFIRE Mki/lI & 1

door panels  (pair) £36.34 + 3.15 + VAT
SPITFIRE MkIV

door panels  (pair) £33.59 + 315 + VAT
SPITFIRE 1/4

panels all models  (pair) £1495 + 265 + VAT
SPITFIRE MK/ & il

rear panels  (each) £19.95 + 3.15 + VAT
SEALS:

Door seal (black only) (per mt) £3.94 + 165 + VAT
Boot seal (permf) £2.40 + 165 + VAT
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Nick Lord

IRST of all, thanks to all those of you who have sent me-information on

unleaded products, please keep sending it.

Those of you who are camping for the week at
Shearsby between the Leicester Show and the
International, please feel free to visit me as
Smeeton Westerby is only three miles from the
campsite at Shearsby.

My Spitfire now has a new boot floor, rear valence
and inner wings, the latter which were fabricated
by lan Gittings of Central Spitfires to a very high
standard. lan has the car for all the 'rerestoration’
work but unfortunately has come to a standstill
as previous sub-standard restoration has led to
heavy rusting in the wings, sills and door pillars, so
the car now has to be stored until after the trial
in case it needs to be ‘called’ as evidence.

Our Citroen BX 14E has now been sold and been
replaced with a Citroen BX 19TRS Estate. This will
be much more suitable for all the mountain roads
as these, plus a full load of gear, children and dogs
was a bit too much for the 14. The 19's 105 BHP
and extra load carrying capacity makes short work
of all that.

And so, on to optional extras for Spitfires, starting
this month with the 4 and 4 MKk.2.

Tonneau Cover - available in white or black.
Hood - available in white or black.

Rubber floor mats - grey or black.

Carpets - grey or black.

‘A’ and 'B' Post, Wheelarch Cover, Rear Quarter
Trimboard, Rear Panel, Boot Squab Board - available in
Red, Blue, Black (Fine Grain) and Black (Coarse Grain),

Front Seats - available in Vynide, L.eather or L.eathercloth
in Red, Blue or Black.

Wing Mirrors - Models available were:

Speed (573677
Magnatex 5.6 D Type (560632
Flyback (Turina) (570409)
Magnatex Flyback (502459)
Wingard Curved Arm (608467 WL)
Morgan Straight Arm (608467M)
Wingard Swing (612306

Wheel Finisher (307134
Wheel Trim Nave Plate (122806)
Maedallion for Whee! Trim Nave Plate (113256)
Spot Lamp Kit (569907)
Fog Lamp Kit (569908}
Reversing Light Kit (5097392)
Fuel Pipe Link Filter (515448)
Safety Harness 2 Point Fixing (56851 1)
Safety Harness 3 Point Fixing (568496)
Wood Rimmed Steering Wheel (307245)
l.uggage Rack (Fixed) (569033}
Luggage Rack (Removabile) (573476)
Cigarette Lighter (569116)
Continental Touring Kit (512366}
Bonnet Lock Kit (562116)
Wire Wheels

Engine Bay Valence Kit (569563}
Hard Top Kit (569905)
Tow Bar Kit (210953) (Direct from Witter)
Sun Visor Kit (567433)
Chrome Rocker Cover (134654/CP)
'Power Stop’ Vacuum Servo Kit (514600)
Locking Petrol Cap (571086)
Mud Flap Kit (573096)
Anti-Mist Panel (566298)
Ferodo Competition Brake Pads (512539
Oil Filled Lucas Coil (125195}
Defroster (Front or Rear Screens) (59844)
8000 R.P.M. Rev. Counter 211635}
Sill Protector B08270/1)
Skid Plate

Competition and Racing Front Springs

Competition and Racing Rear Springs

Overdrive Kit B512767)

Rather a host of extras or alternatives to enhance the
basic Spitfire, although many of these would only have
been available as a choice at the time of ordering your
new Spitfire and not for general sale. However, if any of
these optional extras, as long as they are in keeping with
the car, have been added at a later date | personally wouid
not subtract marks in a concours competition as they are
classified as original equipment.

For those of you who are unable to make the Intermational
| shall also be running a Technical Enquiry desk at Stanford
Hall. Unfortunately | haven't been able to make the last few
local Leicester Area meetings, what with the end of term,
concerts, parents’ evenings, etc. but I shall be at Stanford Hall
complete with manuals, reference material etc., ready for
your early Spitfire enquiries. -4
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At Last !

Spitfire Moulded
Carpet Sets

7l
©

PRITINGE MOTOKR
HTRUIAGE ATPROVEY

NEWTON COMMERCIAL
EASTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LEISTON SUFFOLK IP16 4LL
TEL: 0728 832880

We are now able to offer you a
complete set of moulded carpets
for Spitfire LILILIV & 1500
models to original factory
specification.

Black sets only are complete
with all pieces including
necessary fitting clips etc.

£98.00 +
£4.00 Carriage
+ VAT

SPITFIRES

1500 1978 Immaculate £3000
1500 1979 Red £2750

1500 1978 Sound Condition £2250
MK4 1300 Poor Bonnet £600

MK4 1500 Engine £1250

MK2 Ex USA £2650

Tonneaus £15

SPORTS CARS

SECONDHAND SPARES

Spitfire MK3 Rot Free Bodytub (Ex USA) £695
Spitfire MK3 Chassis as New £85

Front Suspension Units £25

Hardtops £75 - £125

Hood Covers £15

GTé6

MK3 O/D Featured on front cover of Classic Cars, Engine
Balanced, Modified with triple delortos £5500

MK3 O/D Documented Rebuild

Superb all round condition £6450

MK3 Running order £1350

MK3 Ex USA Completely Rust Free! £3250

MK3 Good Running Order, Body work needs attention £1650
MK3 Damaged Front £995

FREEMANS DEPOT,

NEW SPARES

Spitfire MK4 Bootlid £95
Front Verticle Link £32.50
Quarter Valances-
Fibreglass £19.50

Sill £12.50

Half Floor £30

Door Skins £18.50

Hoods From £55.00

ALL PLUS VAT

_—Blliington

STANBRIDGE ROAD, BILLINGTON,

[ _JAdide

LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS.
(0525) 378078 Open office hours mon-sat

BETE 710 (O] IR

Hernel

Hempstead Buzzard
12miles ﬂ GB SPORTS CARS 2miles|

Leighton
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I HIS month's heading photo is sent in by Trevor Norman of Nottingham and
shows a 1981 Spitfire 1500 in very original condition. The car is finished in
Carmine Red with Tan interior and is fitted with overdrive as original.

Carpets |

|

Two different kinds of carpets were fitted to the Spitfire. Spitfires
up to Commission Nos. FH114523 were fitted with the more
traditional Tufted carpet. Unfortunately this type of carpet tends
to rot easily and wear quickly once wet. After commission number
EH114523 Loop Pile carpet was fitted which didn't rot as easily but
tends to go "fluffy” when worn. The small area of carpet fitted
to the door trims changed at the same time. Unfortunately the
original carpets are no longer available. Interior trim, because of it's
shelf life, being the first to be discontinued when a model is no longer
made. You can still pick up the odd piece of original carpet around

Fig.0. - The carpet set supplied

the shows, but if you want a
complete new carpet set then
you resort to
remanufactured carpets. There
are certainly a large number of
carpet manufacturers to choose
from, with a wide variety in
quality and price.

The problem with all these
pattern carpets until recently,
has always been the fact that
the carpets weren't moulded,
making a good fit around the
gearbox cover and footwells
difficult. The carpets were cut
and sewn with varying degrees
of success in an attempt to
shape the carpet in these areas.
Another variable is the type of
carpet used, varying from carpet
little more than felt to a quality
tufted pile.

About a year ago now, a
moulded set of carpets werere-
introduced, marketed by
Newton Commercial and
approved by B.L.Heritage.
Newton Commercial have
invested in the manufacture of
of moulds to enable

must

a set
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moulded carpets for the Spitfire to be pressed
out to original specification. The original carpet
material is no longer available and so a modern
hard wearing, yet soft to touch, carpet has been |
used. The pile is not as deep as the original, but L
once brushed up, is a close equivalent. The back
of the carpet is plasticised which holds the mould.
The footwell carpets are foam backed as well.
The carpet set comprises 10 pieces, Fig O, both
footwell carpets having sewn in floor mats. One
difference between the originals and the new set
is that the vertical carpet section of the rear
parcel shelf is not moulded to the main floor
section and as such now needs to be glued
separately. On a point of detail the gearbox gaiter
top is not fitted with a black plastic ferule.
The price of £98 + carriage + VAT includes a
small fitting kit of carpet fasteners and adequate
instructions. The only thing not supplied is a large
tin of Evostick!

We'll start with the interior
stripped and just to be different
say “removal is a reversal of
refitting” and so you'll have to read
the rest of the article to find out
how to take the interior out! With
the carpets removed be prepared
for the worst, - rust in all the usual
places, the front footwalls Fig. t,
the rear seat belt anchor points and
where the car inner wheel arches
meet the floor, Fig.2. Don't use the
carpets to hide a multitude of sins!
Do a proper repair. Fig.2. - Rust around the rear seat belt anchor point and rear ‘parcel shelf’
g oy | Start by cleaning out all the dust and muck, there's
probably a lot of it, after 10-20 years and wipe over the
floor pan with a damp cloth. Clean off as much of the
| old glue from the inner sills as you can and then wipe with
cellulose thinners or similar ready for the application of
the new glue.

Take the opportunity to squirt some waxoyle etc. into
the inner sills and 'A’ posts. Adjustment of the centre
handbrake cable if required is also very easy with the
carpets stripped out, Fig.3.

- Check that all the grommets are in place and that the
loomn is tabbed in place so that it sits in the pressings of
the floor pan, Fig.4.

Fit the carpets in the following order.

Fig.1. - Rust repaired in the front footwell

1g.3. us men of the handbrake cable
is easy at this stage

ale

1. Apply glue to the inner sills and the relevant 2 strips
of carpet. | used Evostick contact adhesive for the
job. I found it necessary to use a strip of wood and
2 G-clamps Fig.5 to hold the carpet in place around
the right angle of the inner sill flange until the glue
dried. With hindsight it may have been easier to trim
the carpet back since the flange is covered with the
door aperture seal later on. Note that the carpet
strips lay under the rear side trim panels, the
bottoms of which can be lifted clear by removing

Fig.4. - The car ready for the carpets
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the 3 chrome self tappers.

2. Next glue in place the piece of
carpet, that fits over the ‘A’
posts in the footwells, Fig.6.
Ensure that it butts up tight
against the sill carpet just fitted
to give an ‘invisible’ join over the
floor box section. Note that the
top of the carpet tucks up under
the edge of the front parcel shelf.
3. Because the carpet in front
of the rear 'parcel shelf’ is not
moulded to the main floor carpet,

as with the original, this has to be
stuck in place. Use a lot of glue to
ensure that the carpet is held in
place over rear suspension tie
rods mounting points, Fig.7.
Moulding the carpet would have
made it better. The ends of the
carpet need trimming to butt up
with the inner sill carpet fitted,
Fig.8. The rear side trim panels
can now be refitted to help hold
the carpet in place.

4. Square the main floor carpet
up against one of the sills and the

Fig.5. - The sill carpet clamped in place.

Fig.7. - Apply plenty of glue around the tie rod mounting points

front box section. With a
colleague holding the carpet in
place, mark the position of the 2
rear seat belt anchor bolts and
the 4 seat runner securing bolts,
by pushing through from under
the car with a 'sharp’ screw
driver, Remove the carpet and
cut %" diameter holes where
marked. Don't forget to cut a
small hole for the harness
connecting to the passengers
seat pressure pad. Refit the
carpet square up against the sill.

Fig.8. - The carpet moulded around the mounting points
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5. Remove the seat from it's
runners by undoing the two 2"
nut and bolts. Although not
entirely necessary it does give
you so much more room in the
car to work with.

6. Bolt the 2 seat runners in
place, remembering to put the fat
washers between the carpet and
runners.

7. Bolt down the 2 seat belt
anchors, making sure that the
cable isn't trapped by the inner
anchor point. A drop of oil on the
threads makes the job easier,
Fig.S.

8. The rear edge of the carpet
can now be trimmed to butt
neatly up against the rear carpet
fitted at 3.

9. Square up the carpet on the
other side of the car, and mark
the hole positions as before. Bolt
down the seat runners and seat
anchor points and trim the rear
edge as before. Bolting the seat
runners down on one side before
marking the hole positions on the
other side of the car, prevents
the carpet from being pulled from
side to side and cutting the holes
in the wrong place.

10. The rear parcel shelf carpet
can now be fitted. This is held in
place by pushing the attached
rubber strip over the flange
where the 2 floor sections join,

Fig.9. - The seat runners

i

.

and 2 rear seat belt anchor points

bolted in place. Note the pressure pad harness

7

Fig.10. The rear parcel shelf carpet in place.

Fig.10. Loosen off the bottom securing screws of the rear trim panel and push the excess carpet up
behind the panel. Refit the panel to help hold the carpet in place.

Fig.11. - Remove the drivers foot rest.
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11. Turning to the gearbox
cover, remove the drivers foot
rest, Fig.11, hoping that the self
tapper clips are still captive on the
inside of the cover. With the
carpet removed it may be worth
considering cutting an access hole
to the gearbox filler plug and
fitting a cover plate.

12. Place the carpet over the
gearbox cover and when happy
with the fit, mark the position of
the 4 centre console securing
bolts with a screw driver, Fig.12.
1 find it easier to cut holes for the
bolts rather than trying to push
them through the carpet,
otherwise carpet pile gets in the
threads making it difficult to start
the thread.

Fig.13. - The gearbox cover carpet and centré console in place.\ ’

3

Fig.15, - Location of front bulkhead press stud on passenger side. Note the Fig.16. - Locating marking the position

battery box drain pipe.

13. Refit the foot rest and
centre console which helps to
hoid the carpet in place, Fig.13.
Refit the gear knob.

14. Check that the original
carpet press studs are stil in
place. There should be 2 at the
back of each footwell, Fig.14 and
one at the top of the front
bulkhead on each side, Fig.15. If
not, new studs are provided with
the carpets and are held in place
with pop rivets or countersunk
self tappers.

15. Position one of the footwell
carpets in place and when happy
with the fit tap the carpet down
over each of the studs, sufficient
to mark the foam backing with
the position of the stud, Fig.16.
16. Remove the carpet and fit
the fasteners provided with the
carpet, Fig.17. Afterwards brush
up the carpet pile to hide the top
part of the clip.

17. Refit the carpet, making
sure that the front edge of the
centre section floor carpet and
bottom edge of the gearbox
cover carpet are tucked under
the footwell carpet before
clipping in place. The carpet should
fit quite well although a little more
moulding over the front box
section may be needed. Tucking
the top of the passenger footwell
carpet behind the battery box
helps hold it in place. A small slit
can be cut in the passenger
footwell carpet to enable it to sit
behind the battery box drainage
pipe. Alternatively the carpet can
be just placed over the pipe.

of the carpet studs.
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SPITFIRE

Door Glass 1/2/3 £19.50
Door Glass Mk.4/1500 £26.25
Windscreen Glass 1/2/3 £60.00
Windscreen Glass

Mk.4/1500 £66.50
Seal Windscreen 1/2/3 £14.00
Seal Windscreen

Mk.4/1500 £14.00

BADGES

Triumph Letters £12.15
Chrome ‘Vitesse’ Scroll

Boot Lid £11.00
Chrome Herald Badges £9.90
Chrome 1200 Badges £8.80
Chrome Overdrive Scroll £9.90
Crossed Flags Badge  £14.35
Herald Letter Set £11.00
Grille Shield £11.00
6 Badge £8.80
2L Grille Badge £11.00
Mk.2 Front Wing £9.90
Vitesse Mk.2 Bonnet £15.50

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE

1303 Goldh

HERALD/VITESSE

Bonnet Locks Pair £12.50
Bonnet Stops £1.35
Inner Door Weather Strip £4.95
Clips Inner £0.20
Clips Outer £0.19
Herald/Vitesse

Hoodside Rubber £4.95
Door Seal Saloon £12.50
Herald/Vitesse

Deluxe (Conv.) £12.50
Herald Boot Seal

Rubber Std. £12.95
Bonnet Catches £19.50
Door Glass Saloon £29.50
Convertable £29.50
Rear Windscreen

(Saloon) £29.50
Moulding Rivet £0.21
Headlight Grille

(Stone Guards) £15.00
Bullet Mirror £13.95
Door Handle Outer

L/H Non-Locking £12.50
Inner £5.20
Boot Handle £18.00
Handle Push Button

& Key Barrell £4.95
Hood Side Retainer
Alluminium (3 pc) Side £8.50
Handle Push Button
Non-Locking £3.95
Bonnet Cones Each £1.35
Windscreen Glass £61.97

awk Road, London W12 8EZ Tel:081-748 7823 Fax: 081-563 0101/l
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18. Fit the centre arm rest,

Fig.18, followed by the 2 knee =

pads, and transmission tunnel
padding, Fig.19. Don't use too long
shelf tappers otherwise they hit
the propshaft!

19. Refit the door aperture seal, .
using a 6" steel rod, or table knife

etc. to guide the trim over the
carpet edge, Fig.20. A hide/rubber
mallet helps to tap the trim all the
way home. The 2 ends should be
tucked under the 'B’ post and
windscreen aluminiurm cappings.
If you are going to the expense
of fitting new carpets it is well
worth spending out on new door
aperture seals as once fitted they
really do finish the top off. If new
seals are fitted the new rubber
tends to cause the doors to
bounce out when closing and it
may be necessary to slightly bend
inwards the flange to which they
are fitted.

&l )
Fig. 20 Guiding the door seal over
the sill carpet.

20. Finally refit the seats.

The finished effect is very good
and really improves the
appearance of the interior, Fig.21.
Possibly the cost may be
prohibitive, but you are paying for
a quality product and a set of
carpets that fit the car very well.

>3 >te the self tappers
that are fitted at this stage.

Fig.21. - Th
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TRIUMPH SPARES

MANV-ERS

SPITFIRE - GT6 - VITESSE - HERALD

WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER NEXT DAY DELIVERIES DISCOUNTS
GIVEN TO TRIUMPH CLUB MEMBERS
CALL IN, CHAT, DRINK OUR TEA/COFFEE. WE ARE HERE TO HELP.
TELEPHONE FOR YOUR FREE 10 PAGE CATALOGUE.
THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MASSIVE STOCKS FOR YOUR TRIUMPH.

REMEMBER PARTS AND ADVICE ARE ONLY A TELEPHONE CALL AWAY

STEEL PANELS
SPITFIRE II/IN/GT6 1/

Front Wing
Front Wing GT

Rear Wing.........ccceeeen
Doorskin......
Front Valance..
Rear Valance...
Side Lamp Rep
Front Inner W/arcl|
Rear Inner W/arch
Bonnet ‘D’ Plate....... ....£10.50
Bonnet Strengthener........ £10.50

HERALD/VITESSE
SALOON/CONVERTIBLE

Front Wing 13/60............. £55.00
Front Wing Vitesse........... £62.00
Rear Wing All Models...... £55.00
Doorskin All Models..
Door Frame Repair
Outer Sill Panel....

£10.00

Original Treadplates. .£5.50
Rear Valance (Steel)........ £32.00
Rear Qtr. Valance (Steel). £19.00
Front Inner W/arch........... £29.00

Rear Inner W/arch............
Front Sidelamp Repair..... £12.00

TRIM & RUBBER SEALS

Screen Rubber.................

Chrome Insert (Early).........
Chrome Insert (Late)........

Outer Doorglass Strip.........
Inner Doorglass Strip.........
Clips for above........
Gearlever Boot (Spit
Handbrake Gaiter

Bonnet Stop Cone...
Pedal Rubber......
Brake/Clutch Boo R ch
Doortrim Panel......... ....£12.00
Carpet Sets (Top Quality).£70.00
Spitfire Glove Box
Door Top Vinyl Tri
Header Rail Seal.
Door Furflex Spitfire
Door Furflex GT6............. £18.00

SPITFIRE MKIV/1500/GT6 MKIII
Front Wing.........cccccoeenn. £42.00

Rear Wing.. ....£95.00
Rear Valance.................. £30.00
Front Qtr. Valance (Fibre).£16.50
Front Inner W/arch........... £29.00

Rear Inner W/arch............ £29.00
Headlamp Support........... £19.50
Bonnet Support Tube....... £20.00
Doorskin £15.00
Bonnet Front Edge.. £19.00
Rear W/arch only............. £25.00

BODY PANELS
COMMON TO ALL
SPITFIRE AND GT6

Outer Sill (BL)
Outer Sill (PATTE

Sill End (Closing Plate)
Inner Sill
Sill Strengthener. &
Sill Filler £6.00
Battery Box (ORIGINAL)...£13.00

STEERING AND SUSPENSION
ALL MODELS

Steering Rack (Exchange)£28.00
Track Rod Ends £4.

Top Ball Joint.
Front Vertical

Front Trunnion (Stanpart). £12.00
Front Trunnion Kit.............. £3.00
Front Wheel Bearing Kit.....£7.95
Front Oil Seal and Retainer£1.50

Spax Adjustable Shock.... £29.00
Steering Column Bush....... £2.50

CHROME AND FITTINGS

Winder Handle (State Model)£3.95
Boot ‘T’ Handle with Keys£11.00
Boot Hinge (Pair).............. £15.00
Matched Pair Door Barrels£10.00
LE MANS Locking Fuel Cap£12.00
Chrome on Brass Bullet Mirrors.

£13.00
Wiper Arms (State Model).. £5.95
Wiper Blades..........cccoven. £4.95

NEW ITEMS NOW IN STOCK
Spitfire/GT6 Outer Door Handles

(Matched Pair).................. £55.00
Spitfire IV Bootlids.......... £115.00
GT6 Interior Door Trim Panels....

£12.00
Original Bonnet Catches with ‘M"
BMBOSSE vsuwvsvsmassivsswsnd £17.50
Spitfire Il GT6 Il complete Tail
Lamp ASSY......cocoviiiinen £30.00
Spitfire 1V/1500/GT6 Mklll Ex-
change Bumpers.............. £95.00
Copper Brake Pipe Kits to suit all
L 11T =11 AR £27.00

ALL PRICES ADD CARRIAGE AND VAT AT 15% - FREE CATALOGUE FREE ADVICE
ACCESS AND VISA ACCEPTED :

STONE FARM TRIUMPH CENTRE
FELSHAM ROAD COCKFIELD BURY ST EDMUNDS SUFFOLK IP30 OHW

TEL: 0284 828674 (2 lines)
THE No.1 TRIUMPH SPECIALIST IN SUFFOLK

EN

VISA

\@

Affordable
Agreed Value Car Insurance

For 17 - 24 Year olds

s S—
EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE INSURANCE

FOR MEMBER

S OVER 25

Lam Vi
_émeM i Clubs

EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE CAR INSURANCE

For Insurance advice Telephone Footman James & Co 021 - 561 - 4196
For information or queries on the Valuation service Tel: 0245 - 443152

ET3 The COURIER
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Prestigious
‘Traditional’

Grille Badge

Ghssociatio

OUR COMMITMENT TO A SPECIAL MEMBER

Asamemberofan RAC Associated Club
you canenjoy the peace of mind offered by membership of the RAC

- PLUS —

Preferential membership rates - SAVE 15% on normal subscription rates.

‘Off-Road’ Rescue and Recovery Services.

Special discounts on RAC Eurocover Overseas Travel Insurance and RAC
Publications.

New RAC members receive a Free RAC Traditional Grille Badge when joining
through the Club Scheme.

Join the RAC through your Club. and the Club earns a commission.

S S R i R s s i i e S
YES PLEASESENDMEFURTHER DETAILS ABOUTRAC ASSOCIATED CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Name
Addre:

Post Code
ClubMembership No
Please return to: Club RAC Sec TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB 1218 St Mary's Road. Markel Harborough LE 16 70T
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This Months
selected

Club Cars

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE £

Offers for all

ELECTONIC IGNITION - all cars
EI101 'PIRANHA’ CONTACTLESS
ELECTBONIC IGNITION KIT 43.60
P&P 2.00
CAR OVERMATS
CM101 HERALD/VITESSE (set of 4) 36.95
CM102 SPITFIRE/GT6 29,95
P&P 3.50
QOll. COOLERS
SMO080 COMPLETE KIT - 10 ROW RAD
4 CYL CARS 63.35
SMO81 COMPLETE KIT - 13 ROW RAD

4 CYL CARS 72.95
SMo82 COMPLETE KIT - 13 HOW RAD

6 CYL CARS 72.95
SM083 EHEPMOSTAT 136‘ 5

NLOWE ELECTRIC FANS
E020 C/LETE FAN KIT 4 CYL HER/BOND 70.00
E021 COMPLETE FAN KIT SPITFIRE 75.00
F022 COMPLETE FAN'KIT G16 75.00
£023 ' CILETE FAN KIT VITESSE/BOND 75.00
P&pP 3.50
K & N SPORTS AIR FILTERS
KNOO1 HERALD 1147cc 15.50
KNO02 -iERé_D 13/60 119$3
SPITFIRE 4//I/IV - pair 37.25
SPITFIRE 1500 - pair 37.25
VITESSE/GTE (STROMBERG) - pair 39.9
PEP 3.00
PLACEMENT DAMPERS
ONT - pair 36.00
AR - pair 31.00
& P per pair 5.00
& er pair 6.00

smlmﬁmgsns
SF260 FRONT ~pair 67.95
SP261 REAR - pair 556b000

SPAX DAMPERS - SP260 on

ELECTRONIC

IGNITION - Electric Fans -

SERCK MARSTON
Oil Cooler Kits - SM080 on

KNOO1 on

MOTO-LITA WOODEN
STEERING WHEELS -

KENLOWE

KE020 on

SW100 on

" ROAD SPRINGS
- TR290 on

ORDER FORM

Qty Code No.

PRICES INCLUDE VAT
£ P

P & P per pair

P& P per four 6.00
THZ290 STANDARD - pair 28.00
THZ297 UPRATED {10 - 1500) - par 34.00

P&V 495
STEERING WHEELS
SWI0U MOTO-LITA 13" FLAT TNC BOSS 69.00
SW101 MOTO-LITA 74" FLAT INC BOSS 69.00
SW102 MOTO-LITA 14" DISHED TNC BOSS 69.00
SW103 BLACK LEATHER 137 TSSC 'CLUBTWHEEL

INC BOUSS 29.95
SWI0Z4 HED LTEATHER 1737 TNC BOSS 29.95
SWITTS WHITE LTEATHER 737 TNC BUSS 29.95

P&F 3.50

»0858

FAX ORDERS (0858) 431936
MAIL ORDER TSSC OFFERS

467710

121B ST MARY'S ROAD

TELEPHONE ORDERS|Z| MARKET HARBOROUGH LEICS

ETYY 7o 0O IRIER

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

INFORMATION REQUIRED

Car (model & mark)

Complete if appropriate -
Distributor make ..o

Suspension YES/NO

Car. TYPR cooivevcrt e CNumber GT6/Vitesse - Rotoflex

TOTAL

Membership No. .

POSt COAR ... TRIZPNONE NOL it e s

Credit Card No | | Expiry Date

Aitthough normally quicker allow 28 days for delivery and expect multiple and mixed orders to arrive in separate parcels TSSCCM/890
— I —
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= SIX SPARES

BETTER PARTS, BETTER PRICES, BETTER SERVICE! - TRADE & EXPORT WELCOME

081-829

2-0141

11.00 - 5.30 pm Mon Sat Callers ring first

Mail order address: 134 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. (West London)
MASSIVE STOCKS OF ORIGINAL AND REPLACEMENT TRIUMPH SPARES HELD.
SHOWN BELOW IS JUST A TINY SAMPLE OF OUR STOCK . SECONDHAND SPARES ALSO STOCKED!

SEE US AT THE TSSC INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND STAFFORD

SEALS — HERALD/VITESSE:

Header Rail/lHood Seall FIORT s £5.50
Hood Side Seal (top of door) ... gis Bl I
Frant W/Sereen Seal .uuesms s £13.75

Door Skin to Door Glass Outer ................... £4.75
Door Skin to Door Glass Inner .................... £3.25

Bonnet Scuttle/Bulk Head Seal .............. ... £4.00
Hand Brake Lever Gaitor - all models .......... £7.95
Triumph Pedal Rubber ........................ s E145

Bonnet Stop Cones ....... ... £1.30
Gear Lever Gaitor ......cccoooiiviiiiiiiiiiieiiiee £3.95
Door Aperture Seal woven fabric

type black Saloon ............ £13.25
Door Aperture Seal Convertible ..... wns B F500)
Master Cylinder Dust Cover ...... s B35
Boot Seal from ... £9.00
SEALS — SPIT/GT6 SEALS:
Front Windscreen Seal ..............ccccooee. £13.50
Hood Header Rail/Hard Top Front ............... £5.50
Door Skin to Door Glass Seal Outer ............ £4./5

Bennet Seuttle SEal s
Door Skin to Door Glass Inner .........
Door Aperture Seal (furflex) Spitfire ...
Door Aperture Seal (furflex) GT6 ......
Boot Seal/Tail Gate Seal from ............
Master Cylinder Dust Cover ............c.c......

ALL OTHER SEALS AVAILABLE FOR ABOVE CARS
CHROME/LOCKS/BRIGHTWORK:

Windscreen Insert HemVIE oo £5.00
Cover Clip for above ........ccccccoiiiiviiiinin. £0.75
Door Handle L/Hand Her/Vit ....................... £9.95
R/Hand Barrel and Keys Her/Vit .................. £3.95
Bonnet Mirror Her/Vit Original ..... .. E11.75
Door Mirror Spit/GT6 Il ..~......... L, £10.75
Boot Hinges (pairs) Her/\Vit/Spit 171/l .......... £14.95
Boot 'T' Handle and Keys Her/Vit/Spit I/II/III . £9.80
Bonnet Lock Kit (Pairs) .......cccoevevviiiiiiinnnn. £9.50
Boot/Tail Gate Lock Assembly

Spitfire IV/1500/GT6 Il ............. £13.50

Spitfire /I/I/GT6 111
Outer Door Handle Assembly R/H or L/IH £11.95

Chrome Flip Top Petrol Caps - Spitfirel\V//1500 £17.50
Inner Door Handle Assembly Spitfire IV/GT6III £12.75
Chrome Wiper Arm Assembly (all models) ... £4.95
Stainless Wiper Blades (all models) ................ £4.50

ALL OTHER LOCKS & BRIGHTWORK STOCKED

PANELS HERALD + VITESSE:

Rear Qtr. VValance Steel ... £13.00
Front Wing Herald 13/60 Original Pressing £49.95
Front Wing Vitesse Original Pressing ......... £54.00

Rear Wing HEerVAE «osemomsssmmmses semmass
Front Wing Arch Repair ...... .
Rear Wing Arch Repair ..
Sill HEOMIE wovssnssnssswmmssmumsnvss
Door Skin Original Pressing
ALL CHASSIS AND OTHER PANELS STOCKED

PANELS SPIT/GTG6:

Front Wing Spit IV, (GTE ll ...cnememn s £34.50
Sill = @ll SPIIGTE :suienmssisiesismmmsmmen s amsm £10.00
Rear Wing Original Spit I/l GT6 I/l ... £46.00
Rear Valance Spit I/I/IE GT6 WIF ... £32.00
Rear Valance Spit IV GT6 Il ... ... £26.00
Boot Floor All Models ............ ... £36.50
Door Skin Spit /il GT6 W ... e E14:95
Door Skin MkIV GT6 Il .......... ... £16.00
Full Floor .....ccccoooviieiinn ... £29.50
Boot Lid Spitfire V/1500 ............... ... £99.00
Rear Light Panel Spitfire I\V//1500 ................ £62.00

ALL OTHER PANELS SPITFIRE/GT6 STOCKED
MECHANICAL/SUSPENSION:

Front Trunnion/Swivel Original Stanpart .... £11.00
Steering Rack Exchange ........................ £26.00

Driveshaft All Models non-Roto ... ... £45.00
New Propshafts from .................. vons 26900
Front Anti Roll Bar Link all .............coooooinins £7,95
STOP PRESS — STOP PRESS

Spitfire IVI1500/GT6 Ill Outer DOOR HANDLE
ASSEMBLIES now available - Chrome or Black
finish - PRICED AT £55.00 per matched pair (inc
barrels and keys) OR £30.00 individually sold
Radiator Expansion/Overflow Bottle - All
Models as Original .......ccccccoceeieinnnnn. £5.50

PLEASE NOTE —
ALL PRICES EXCLUDE POSTAGE + VAT (15%)
AND ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT

SIXSPARES790

Exclusive New I.ine
FROM

SIX SPARES

Pressed Steel
Chrome
Rear Over-riders

For Herald & Vitesse £58.00 pair
Remanufactured to original specification supplied complete
with fittings and mounts or can be ordered without fitting
kit for £56.00 or singularly at £29.50. Numbers produced
means no waiting, ORDER NOW!!

Hoods Herald/Vitesse - original quality .............. £68.00
Spitfire - zip rear window ..........cccccccooooeeiiiiin... £64.00
Carpet Sets - Herald/Vitesse tufted & bound ..... £65.00

- Spitfire - top quality .......cccccc......... £65.00
ALL OTHER TRIM AV AILABLE

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

. . B B — 5 — —
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PERFORMANCY : Acceleration: 0-60 m.p.h. in 12V seconds. Ya mite
in 1874 seconds.. Top speed: 100 mop.h.

BODY: Halian-designed steel body (rust-proofed and dust-
proofed). Two doors. Roll-up windows. Bucket seats. Curved
safety glass windshield. Front-hinged hood. Large lockable trunk.
Passenger grab handle. Parcel tray under dash. 5 body colors.
UPHOLSTERY: Completrly washable vinyl interior in black, red or
blue. Matching rear cockpit liner and covered dashboard.
ENGINE: Four-cylinder overhead valve, 1,296 c.c. (79.2 cu. in.).
75b.h.p. at 6,000 r.p.m. Maximum torgue: 900 Ibs./in. at 4,000
r.p.m. Piston speed: 2,500 ft./min. at 5,100 r.p.m. (equivalent
to 81 m.p.h. in 4th gear). Compression ratio: 9 to 1. Bore: 2.9 in.
Stroke: 2.992 in. Aluminum alloy pistons. Twin $.U. side-draft
carburetors. 3-bearing crankshaft. 12-volt ignition system.
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[No other sports car can match the Spitfire Mk3's tight 24-ft. turning circle

Even a 98-pound weakling ca

new flick-over top. Simply pull over, pull

down, click! click!—it's up. Easy? Easy!

(And once it's up, it Stays weather-tight.)
,l Al

he new Spitfire Mk3 is for peoble
ho still get a kick out of driving.

 Spitfire

Iatextia cost The company reserves the right o alter the seec1fi atinns at any fime vthout notice. The Standard Trinmph Motor Company,

TRANSMISSION. Four-speed floor shift with synchromesh on 2nd,
3rd, 4th. 614-in. diam. hydrautically controfled cluteh. Laycock
de Normanville electric overdrive on lop two gears (optional).
BRAKES: Four-wheelhydrautic. Front: 9-in.discs. Rear: 7-in.drums.
SUSPENSION: Four-wheel independent with coil springs, tele-
scopic shock absorbers and anti-roll bar at front. Swing axles
with transverse leaf spring and radius rods al rear. Only needs
lubrication every 6,000 miles.

FRAME: Double backbone of closed channel soction with channel
outriggers. Rust-proofed.

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase: 6 ft. 11 in. Track: 49 in. front, 48 in.
rear. Ground clearance: 5 in. Turning circle: 24 {t. Length: 12 ft.
3 in. Width: 4 ft. 9 in. Height (top up): 3 ft. 111 in. Weight
(complete): 1,686 Ibs. Tire size: 5.20 x 13 nylon tubeless.

On-target rack-and-pinion steering tames the toughest hairpin
curves. It also turns that heavy-traffic driving into a breezel

We've added this handsome
walnut veneer to the easily-
read,fully-instrumented dash.

The competition-proven enging

is beefed-up to 75 horsepower

G s " S
The big trunk gobbles up your nursery shop-
ping. Stow your groceries behind the seats.

Stop! Front disc brakes and rear drum
prakes doggedly refuse to falter or fade.

- The front end was restyled especially to give the
- . W new Spitfire Mk3 a sleeker, racier look. Look!
seconds.

 Naturally, the
Spitfire features real
bucket seats. Hand-
tooled. Deep cush-
ioned. Form-fitting.

Four-wheelindependent suspension flattens out
the biggest bumps. And gives you safer traction.

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: Rack-andvbinion steering. Adjustable
steering column designed to collapse upon impact. Carpeted in-
terior. Electric windshield wipers. Speedometer, tachometer,
temperature and fuel gauges set in watnut veneer dash. Key-turn
starter. Springspoked steering wheel. Sun visors. Twin back-up
lights. Self-cancelling turn indicators. Twin horns. Full-width
front bumper with rubber-faced overriders; wrap-around rear
bumpers. Too! kit ahd jack. Safety belt attachments.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT. Removable steel hardtop. Heater-defroster.
Radio. Overdrive. Whitewall tires. Windshield washer. Tonneau
cover. Lighter. Safety belts. Chromium-plated or aluminum tug-
gage racks. Bumper guards. Convenience group console.




Superior Quality

restiIQC@ CAR HOODS & TRIM
DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

FACTORY QUALITY HOODS

* H/DUTY PVC - Smooth grain black PVC hooding.

* SUPERIOR VYNIDE - Motor Industry Standard grained
vinyl. Used as Original Equipment by British Sports Car
manufacturers this vinyl is both flame retardant and
U.V. stabilised.

* EVERFLEX - Superior range of coloured hooding used
as original equipment by Rolls Royce. Available in
white, tan, beige, red, navy, cream, grey, maroon &
green.

* DOUBLE DUCK - A 200z black Duck Cloth hooding

which offers both a higher degree of wearability and
sound insulation over vinyl hoods. Available as a direct
replacement to your vinyl top should you wish to
upgrade and take advantage of its classic looks.
MOHAIR - Top of the range Industry Standard fabric
hooding used by leading car manufacturers on luxury
cars. Available in black, brown, beige & navy.

*

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
HIDUTY  SUPERIOR DOUBLE
MODEL PVC VYNIDE  EVERFLEX DUCK MOHAIR
Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 (zip) £60.61 £78.85 £98.57 £108.28 184.20
TAILORED TO FIT PRECISELY shitfire Mi112/3 £52.37 £75.90 £94.87 £10828 -
Full D.LY. fitting instructions enclosed Herald/Vitesse £57.07 £75.90 £94 87 i ol o
All hoods feature Superior "VYBAK " Stag 5 < 2 )
windows which will not crack or TR3-5 £76.51 £99.30 £124.13 E:ég;g ;—fgz?g
discolour. Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 come TRE; TR £67.08 ] £1 17 s ol
h Factery fittad FasE . Matching Toneau Covers £44.00 £55.00 £68.75 £77.00 y
¥ e R eSTRlenS Toh caoy Matching Hood Covers £31.35 £39.18 £48.97 £49.50 £75.13
Bikve. fieing FULL FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

restige
CARPETS

Prestige

All sets based on SOUND
FACTORY
ORIGINALS DEADENING KITS

Specifically designed to compliment our carpet sets
and reduce interior noise levels. Die-cut from V2"
thick latex backed felt each set comes with full
instructions and ample adhesive for quick and easy

LARGE S.A.E.
FOR COLOUR

BROCHURE D.LY fitting.

FORGET THE RES T! Model BLACK DEEP SOUND
VELOUR PILE DEADENING

* VELOUR - Smooth velour pile hardwearing carpet with rot proof latex Spitfire 10 pce £39.10 £52.42 £25.50

back. Black only. GT6 15 pce £49.00 £63.01 £32.50
Herald/ Vit 4 pce  £29.20 £41.83 £22.50

* DEEP PILE - Motor Industry Standard luxury pile carpet as used by TR Sta " IE;Scee P £49.00 £63.01 32.50
leading car manufacturers. Available in the following colours, black, TR4/5/2 15 pce 539' 10 £52.42 £Zé 50
brown, beige, blue, red, green grey & navy. Edges bound in leathercloth TR7 7 pce P 229'20 €4 '83 £22'50
with a choice of contrasting colours if required. P | : :

INTERIOR TRIM KITS

You can now totally re-trim your cars interior over a single
weekend with no sewing or trimming skills necessary. Fantastic
range available including O.E. black, luxurious Velour or our
exclusive JAGUAR COLOUR SCHEMES including Magnolia,
Saville Grey and Biscuit. All available with optional contrasting

piping. Seat
o Covers  Doors s Rear  FULL PANEL
Per Pair  Pair Panels  Panel Sets

Spitfire Mk4

O.E. Black £55.50 £22.95 £1336 £1800 £49.50
Velour £69.50 NIA NIA NIA £69.50
Jaguar Colours £69.50 NIA NIA NIA £59.50
Leather £135.00 FULL SETS ONLY (VINYL) £59.50

ORDERING IS EASY CALL US NOW!24 HRS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

ORDER LINE: 051-608 8683 FAX: 051-608 0439 WORLD WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE
Quote credit card or cash on delivery (pay postman). U.K £3.50: Europe £15: U.S.A./Can £22; Aus/N.Z. £40
Add the following for carriage NEXT DAY £7.50, POST £3.50. All U.K. prices subject to 15% VAT.

PRESTIGE AUTO TRIM PRODUCTS LTD.

Prestige House, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 3DU
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1990 Racing News...

KIM PEARSON - LIAISON OFFICER

EVENT 4 - MALLORY PARK 28.5.90

" Tony arriving late For the grid - decides to cut across the grass!"

S | write this Fourth Racing Report, you will all have read my First Report Frqm
Snetterton. 'No really - Please - Now come on - Quiet - The applause is drowning
my thoughts." Thankyou.

| didn’t realise that 5.30am on a Bank Holiday Monday
maorning could be so glorious, but then it was a Bank
Holiday, so would it last.

Well as it happens, it did last, the sun was scarching
all day, people were getting browner (or redder), as
the day went on.

We arrived at Mallory Park at 8am, and surprisingly
enough the Paddock area was already packed with
cars and trailers. As we did a Full circuit of the area
we eventually Found the parking space we had been
looking For. We squeezed the van and trailer into the
very tidy line of other TSSC Competitors' cars - didn’t
they all look smart, lined up together.

Then the line started to break up, with a loud roar
of engines, and suddenly, Myself, Laurence Ball's
parents and children, Kevin Ginger'’s girlfriend Deloris
and her brother, were all left alone, standing among
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loads of emply trailers, and open grass spaces. All the
Drivers had gone to be Scrutineered.

! poured Myself a coffee, From our 'Well Eravelled,
and ever dependable flask', and made Myself
comfortable on the trailer, and started to read the
programme of the day’s events.

Then Joanne, (Laurence’s daughter) kicked a Football
at Mg, so | abliged, and she wore me out, well it was
a bit early to start running around. Then | naticed
Beryl, (Laurence’s Mum) setting things up For
breakfast, and other people putting out their deck
chairs, making sure that Ehey were in a direct hit For
the sun.

A strange thing happened, when the Lads bought all
their cars back From Scrutineering, the First thing they
all did, was rush to their cars and vans, and they all
pulled out rolls of Tank Tape. As I look round there
were rearmns of tape all aver the place, it looked more
like a carnival was about to take place, not a Race.
In Scrutineering all the Drivers had been pulled up on
the Fact that there were no Towing Arrows on their
cars, so they were all making Arrows with the Tank
Tape.

Nick Bishop had been initially Failed, but as soon as
he cleaned his engine, and sealed his Fire Proofing
around the bulkhead, he could be passed, so he got
to work and offF he went.

The TSSC racers were First to practise and First to
Race. At 3.30am | took my board, chalk and stop
watch to the Pit Lane to do Guy’s times. Practise
went very well, and when the Time Sheets came out,
the Times were all very close.

Eddie qualified For Pole position, with Tony 2nd on
the Grid and Guy 3rd.

Guy was very nervous about being on the Front line,
but | just told him to get a good start, and not to

over dao it, and everything would be 0.K. | don’t know
if this helped his Feelings or not, but it certainly did
the trick.

While everyone was on the Grid waiting to start the
race, Nick Bishap and Robert Roodhouse left the grid,
they had not been allowed to race because they didn’t
have Laminated Windscreens.

The green light came on, Eddie was First ofF the line,
closely Followed by Guy St. John, and Tony (who got
g bad start).

Guy kept Tony behind hirm For 3/4 of a lap, and then
Tony slipped into 2nd place, and Guy went into 3rd
place. These puositions stayed throughout the race.
Kevin Williams and Matthew Hollingsworth had a
great race together, swapping places a couple of
times. Although Guy had no chance of getting any
nearer to Tony and Eddie, he had a good race and he
got Fastest lap in his class, and a new lap record, he
did have quite a good race halfway through though,
because Kevin Ginger, was trying ko catch him, but
unfortunately Kevin pulled off at the Pit Lane,
because he had a fire under his Bonnet.

| think his air Filter caught Fire. A Few other non
finishers as well, Mark Amschwant, Peter Whiteman,
Laurence Ball - who thought he had 'Holed a Piston’,
and Adrian Boyle, who spun off into the tyre wall,
making a terrible mess of the left hand side of the
car, which when he came back after the race, was
neatly decorated with lumps of mud and grass.
Out of the 16 starters there were only 9 Finishers,
which is a greal shame, because it was a good race,
but would have been better had more of the cars
Finished.

LET'S HOPE EVERYONE IS SORTED
OUT FOR THE NEXT MEETING

T. D. FITCHETT

SUPPLIERS OF TRIUMPH
PARTS FOR ALL MODELS

We have supplied the Trade and Export market for 20 years and
now have a Retail Dept which carries over 60,000 part numbers
in stock, value in excess of £10,000,000. All items listed are of
genuine origin unless otherwise stated.

—
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COMPARE OUR PRICES TO ANYONE

The Points so Far, after 4 Rounds.

CLASS DRIVER POINTS POSITION
C Eddie Wilkins 43 1st
B Guy St. John g1 2nd
A Stefan Antolik 40 3rd
B N/Barry + A/Boyle 32 4th
C Tony Lindsay Dean 30 Sth
A Paul Martin 20 6th
B Colin Elstrop 17 7th
C Mark Hellier 15 Bth
A Kevin Ginger 14 gth
A Dave Barnes 13 10th
A Peter Whiteman 13 10th
B Matthew Hollingsworth g 12th
C Richard Tharpe g 13th
B Mark Baldock g 13th
A Mark Amschwand g 13th
A Laurence Ball 7 16th
B Nick Bishop 7 16th

SPITFIRE MK 1V

HERALD/VITESSE
13/60 front wing - r/hand 713268 .............. £40 each
13/60 front wing - I/hand 713267 ... ... £40 each
£70 pair
Vitesse front wings - l/hand £50 each
Vitesse front wings - rfhand __ £50 each
= £90 pair
Herald/Vitesse door skins - r/hand 901339 £17.50 each
Herald/Vitesse door skins - Yhand 901338 £17.50 each
£30 pair
Complete doors available shortly ............. £95 each
948 Herald/Vitesse rear centre valance £25 each
1200 and 13/60 rear centre valance £30 each
Early Vitesse carburettor ............. ... £25 each
Sills - rfhand 803071 ..o £7.50 each

Complete grille assy c/lete with badge 807508 £55 each
Herald 13/60 front panel available soon 812140  £40 each

MK Ill SPITFIRE

Offside front wing 907155/903089 ............. £40 each
Nearside front wing 907154/903088 £40 each
Rear valance/lamp panel 811687 £30 each

Complete hood/frame assy boxed, white only £150
Battery box 806707 ......ocoiiiiiii e £10

At the time of going to press we can supply every gearbox, steering rack
and diff for every model of Triumph car, saloon or sports, from TR4 through
to TR7, Heraid through to Stag.

Front struts - Stag 2000, TR7 - Drive shafts - TR6, Stag 2000.

This is only a smail proportion of our stocks. Many other items stocked
from nuts and boits to body shells. TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

Brake master cylinder GMC224 £30 each
Brake caliper offside 159130 £45 each
Brake caliper nearside 159131 £45 each
£80 pair
Rear valance 908970 ...........ccociciiiiiininins £25 each
Offside sill 903098 ... £18.50 each
Nearside sill 903097 £18.50 each
Headlamp support panels - I/hand and r/hand £15 each
Bonnet hinge tubes - I/hand £15 each
Bonnet hinge tubes - r/hand £15 each
£25 pair
Rear inner/inner wheelarch - I/hand 725563 £22.50
Rear inner/inner wheelarch - r/hand 725564 £22.50
£40 pair
Bonnet top centre panel 908269/WKC1653 ....... £125
Front ¥4 valance nearside 815391 ... £45 each

Seat recovering set:
black cloth houndstooth material, complete car set £75

As above: brown cloth houndstooth .............. £60 set
MkiV steering wheel 518534 .......... .. £20 each
Left hand knee pad 719391 .. £5 each
Right hand knee pad 719401 .. ... £5 each
Steering joint 142140/FAM1718 £12.50 each
Lucas distributor ... £50

Right hand rear lamp 216932/TKC941
Left hand rear lamp 216933/TKC940
Front and rear side marker lamps
Front shock absorbers GSA364

£25 ea £45 pr
£25 ea £45 pr
£10 per pair
£20 each

Air filter assy inc. filters 217822 ... £15 each
Late type water pump (viscous) UKC774 ........... £25
Right hand doors 917570 ..o £175 each
Left hand doors 917569 ... £175 each

Body shell complete with bonnet, doors, boot lid, %

valances and chassiS ........cocoooceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, £4,000
TRIUMPH GT6

Offside front wing MkIl 908114 ... £65 each

Nearside front wing Mkll 908113 ............... £65 each

£120 pair

Crankshaft 308034 .........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiieee £35 each

Front side/flasher lamp 155416 £17.50 ea £30 pair
Occasional rear seat conversion kit: black 577443 .. £85
R/hand front over rider GT6 Mkl 710717 £10 each

PLEASE QUOTE ORIGINAL PART No. IF AVAILABLE - IT WILL HELP US TO HELP YOU

T.D.FITCHETT

PHONE 0952 619585/620434

FITCHETT (REDLAND) INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

STATION HILL, OAKENGATES, TELFORD,

SHROPSHIRE TF2 9AA

FAX 0952 610510
Access Visa - OTHER CARDS ACCEPTED
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The Kids
HAPPY

FRISBEES

£2.50 + 50p p/p

PLAYING CARDS
£2.25 + 50p p/p

COURIER
BOOKMARK

75p + 15p p/p
Send all orders to

TSSC Regalia 121B St Mary’ s Road,
Market Harborough Telephone Orders 0858 34494

METAL ENAMELED
SPITFIRE LAPEL BADGES
IN RED, GREEN, BLUE & YELLOW
£1.25 + 25p P/P (state colour)

===
e )
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MY
VITESSE

A LIFE
(OR TWO......
OR THREE!)

Jonathan Bray

My father Ken Bray airborne in 5 AOO

I HE story really starts in 1960. My father, Ken Bray, had owned and raced
a Herald for a couple of years when he decided to buy a 1600 Vitesse Saloon
Reg. No. 5A00 and so my love affair with the marque started two years before

I was born!

Dad was then a
member of the West
Essex Car Club and
there was a "team” of
Triumphs, the Vitesse
plus another plus two
Heralds..One Herald -
MUC 1D was raced by
Dennis Golding who
supplied our cars and
whose son Charles still
services my Triumph
Vitesse and last year
sold us our latest
Vitesse a Rover!
Charles still races the
number plate MUC 1D
but on a TR8 and is
currently British
Autocross Champion.
The "team” was well respected in the sixties and
5A00 had some success always placing in class at
Autocross events and one year finished 5th in the
BTDRA Championships. It also finished various
rallies and rally-crossed at Lydden Hill. Regular com-
petitors in those days were Keith Rip of Ripspeed
fame, Barry Lee later to be World Hot Rod Cham-
pion and Barry and Graham Hathaway. Graham
recently placed third in the British Touring Car
Championships race at Thruxton on May Bank
Holiday.

In 1969 a 2 litre Vitesse Saloon XGT 992G joined

Father climbing out of 5 AOO after a little oversteering!

the family and Dad quickly swapped the engines
over to race 5A00 with the 2 litre engine. At this
point the rear suspension was dropped, spacers
put in the front, compression ratio was increased
and a skimmed cylinder head put on. The seats
were ripped out and aluminium panels bolted over
the headlights - action!

The "new" Vitesse again enjoyed success and rac-
ed for two more years. In fact the most successful
day Dad ever had wasn't even in the Vitesse but
a borrowed Herald when he achieved overall
fastest time of the day at one of the big Autocross

T e O I DDI— Yrs




Dad being chased by Dorothy Pugh also of
Essex Car Club in her Vitesse 6

meetings. Mind you, as he had to change the inner
drive shaft of the Vitesse every fortnight due to
the fact that only Herald limited split diffs were
available, this is hardly surprising!

Blue was looking a little tatty so a Metallic
Golden Green and alloy wheels were added
and offers of purchase started to come in!
Then came 1980, a fateful year. My mum
sold the car to me - big mistake. A few
months later it was shaped like a banana.
I had been on my way to a friends house
when | hit black ice and went sideways into
a lamp post at 40mph. XGT 992G was
dead. As coincidence would have it, my
friends brother owned a Mkl Vitesse
Convertible and decided to buy the
wreckage from me for £300. Many more
tears!

Now, the happy ending - one year later, just
after my 21st birthday, | was at the same
friends birthday party when her brother
came up to me and said "My parents have
just given me a new Fiesta, would you like
to buy the Vitesse back - let's say for £250?" "Is
the Pope Catholic?” | replied and the deal was
done?

| now had in 12 months changed my Saloon for a

Dot going past for obvious reasons!!

In 1971 the Vitesse retired after one crunch too
many when a Riley 1300 spun broadside on the
circuit in a cloud of dust and the driver sax there
cursing instead of getting out of the way - exit
5A00!

The engines of the two cars were then swapped
back, 5A00 was sold to a budding autocrosser
after many tears and XGT 992G became my
mother’'s road car. In 1976 the original Valencia

ETY 7The COLIRIER

Convertible, kept the same engine and gearbox and
made fifty quid. However, the chassis was rotten,
the bodywork deeply unattractive and the
gearbox by now a bit dodgy, not to mention the
original skimmed head being a bit cracked, but it
was a Vitesse!

12 months and £1500 later my pride and joy was
restored in all it’'s beauty. The original Midnight
Blue, a White hood, GT6 wide steel wheels with

5 AOO + Herald NUG 1D as mentioned in article

5 AOO charging
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BRAKES

Triumph Pedal Rubbers & Clutch £1.85
Brake Pads:

Herald 1200, 12/50

Vitesse 1600 £6.95
Herald 13/60 1967-71 £5.95
Vitesse 1967-71 Brake Pads £12.50
Brake Shoes Herald (Rear) £8.16
Vitesse Rear Shoes £9.90
Herald Brake Disc £12.50
Herald Brake Drum £31.50
Vitesse 2 Litre Brake Disc £13.50
Vitesse Rear Brake Drum P.OA.
HERALD/VITESSE Herald Calipers Pair £39.50
Herald/Vitesse Brake Servo £95.00
Brake Master Cylinder

Herald 948, 1200 Brake Drum £44.59

TRIM HOOD TONNEAU BAG
BlackPVC  £57.00  £35.00  £30.00
‘ghéf gvc gg'gg :;g'gg 223'28 Herald 948, 1200 Brake Disc £42.00

ack Lanvas £89. : . Vitesse 1600 £42.00

Tan Canvas £89.50 £55.00 £39.50 - - ' - Metamorphosis - the final racing version!
Mohair  £185.00 £85.00 £59.50  Lerald 12/5013/60 £42.00

Rear Wheel Cylinder: r’ire:clli P6&'s, a completedrecti:;ltli!q all round.r;l'he looks  as it growls, glearmingly through the S‘Freets of my
Herald 1200 Up To 1963 £12.20 : get as my ego expan -s riving roundl the streets home town and the Essex countryside, | believe
CHASSIS Herald 1963-71 £10.10 in the summer make it all worthwhile. It's been  the old girl reckons that the experiences have been

. ’ around, seen a lot and suffered even more but now  worthwhile! ot
Vitesse 1600 £9.80

Chassis Outriggers Vitesse 2 Litre £10.10
Front R/H L/H 1959/62 Herald 948 £1.50
Front 1962 onwards Front Brake Hoses (with discs) £8.16
Centre 1963 onwards Herald/Vitesse 1600 2 Litre Mk.1 £7.58
Rear 1963 onwards (Exc.Vit Mk2) Vitesse Mk.2 Rear BHose R/HL/H £7.50
Vitesse Mk2 rear : Vitesse Front Brake Hose

Side rail 1600 2 Litre Mk.]1 1962-68 £8.16
Rear extension Mk.2 1968-71 £10.36
Fitting kit (8 plates/bolts) Herald Brake Pad Pin Kit £1.00
Front body mounts Vitesse B Pad Kit £1.30
Rear body mounts Front Hand Brake Cable £3.00
Chassis bar ends Rear Hand Brake Cable £4.50

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE
ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD WELCOME

303 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ Tel:081-748 7823 Fax: 081-563 0101

The present day Vitesse

EXYE The COURIER Thea COLIRIER TS




1960’s
TRIUMPH

\‘AS S I.Czp AND

SWINDON

ROVER

The largest stock of new, reconditioned and remanufactured
parts for Classic Triumph and Rover in the Mid West

This month we wish to tell you about some of the special deals
we shall have on offer at the TSSC International at Stafford.
Please ‘phone to order parts to be delivered at Stafford.

Original Steel Panels

Spitfire Sills ... £22.00 Carbs. New Units for Spitfire HS2's & HS4's &
Spitfire Rear Wings £45.00/90.00 Heralds 1200. Zenith Units all available, in addition
Remanufactured Front Wings Herald 1200 £60.00 t© our reconditioned range.

Remanufactured Herald Boot Floor - Due soon Distributors for all Club Cars. Lucas and AC Delco.
Spare Wheel Well (Fibreglass) ................ £25.00 Forall 4 Cyl and 6 Cyl Cars.

Front Chassis Cross Tubes .................... £30.00 . 4 Cyl - £55.00. 6 Cyl - £70.00
Wooden Door Cappings for Vitesse and Herald BOUﬂty pﬂid for all reconditionable Carbs and
Doors and Rear Compartment. Completely finished Distributors offered to us!

or plain for DIY finishing. Mintex & Ferodo Pads and Shoes at Good Prices.
Front Pair Finished .............. ... £60.00 Spitfire Armrest Recover Kits ... £12.00
Front Pair Unfinished .......................... £45.00 Boot Floor Mats

Rear Pair Finished ....... ... £50.00 Spare Wheel Covers

Rear Pair Unfinished ........................... £35.00 GT6 and Spitfire Hardtop Headlinings £35.00
REMEMBER ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT SEE YOU AT STAFFORD

CARS FOR SALE

GT6 MK It CONVERTIBLE. ROTOFLEX. OVERDRIVE GT6 MK 11 CHASSIS WITH A SPITFIRE 11 BODY AND RACING
STYLE BONNET. TINTED GLASS. ALLOY WHEELS. ENGINE. GEARBOX AND DIFF ALL VERY GOOD BUT THE CAR
COULD DO WITH COSMETIC REFURBISHMENT. MOT & TAX ... £3200 ono

VITESSE MK Il CONVERTIBLE WHITE. OVERDRIVE. MAJOR RESTORATION TWO YEARS AGO. SINCE THEN IT HAS
COVERED 20,000 MILES IN ALL WEATHERS. NEVERTHELESS A VERY SOLID CAR CAPABLE OF EVERYDAY USE.

MOT & TAX oo e £3700
SELECTION OF SPITFIRES MK III 100% SOLID. RETRIMMED £2300. MK IV AND 1500 FROM £1200 to £4500 ALL WITH MOT.
STOP PRESS VITESSE MK II CONVERTIBLE VALENCIA BLUE. NFAR PERFECT, DUE IN. ..., PLEASE RING.

* Classic Wedding Car Fleet &
* We also have open and covered Car Transporters for Local or Long Distance Work

SIhop opr<err 12 noon to 7.00pm Mon — Thurs

12 noon to 6.00pm Friday _
9.00am to 5.00pm Saturday - CLOSED SUNDAY nn‘"

528 Ferndale Road,
Swindon, Wilts SN2 1HW

— Tel: (0793) 611098

.

BUYING A TRIUMPH GT6

This is the first of a few articles aimed at helping members to buy a Club Car.
Each month the TSSC has over 100 new members who are looking for a Club
Car and join the Club with that aim - these articles will also interest members who
may be thinking of changing to another car within the TSSC umbrella. We thank
Practical Classics for their permission to reprint articles first published in the early
80’'s although updated by ourselves.

Just an 'also ran’
in the GT marketing race?
Paul Sanderson shows what to look
for in these small Triumphs today.

BY the end of the fifties and the start of the They'd been doing this on the
sixties the small British sportscar had progressed ¢ontinent for some years of
. . . . , th h with bigger car
from its tiny, rattly forebears which combined C,Ourse ?ug i gger cars
. . . R like Ferraris and Mercedes, and
excitement with hardship to a more luxurious product although the home market could
reflecting the tastes of an affluent and comfort-loving afford Jaguars, Aston Martins
public. Not only that, but a further refinement was in and Jensens if you had the
the offing too; well appointed sportscars in which to ™Money. there was nothing to
. R . _ meet the requirements in the

go long distance touring with the minimum of cheaper small sportscar range.
discomfort but without losing the sporting image. Now that British rmotorists
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were venturing abroad and the
vital American market was
demanding cars to suit the
expanding freeway network, the
jolly little British sports model
needed something more than
larger engines to meet the
changing needs.

In 1963 Triumph had toyed with
the idea of a fixed head coupe
version of the Spitfire - the small
drophead sportscar they'd
introduced the year before - but
had shelved the plans when it
was apparent that the Michelotti
design was too heavy for the
Spitfire specification and perhaps
too expensive for a market not
vet entirely proved. On top of
that, the Spitfire itself was doing
nicely anyway. But when MG
decided to produce the MGB in
GT form the idea was quickly
resurrected only this time
utilising a 95bhp version of the
1998cc engine then in use on the
Triumph 2000 saloon and about
to be used to update the 1600cc
Vitesse 6.

The GT6
introduced in September 1966
shortly after the Earls Court
Motor Show, and although its
appearance and performance
were praised its small size and in
particular its handling came in for

Triumph was

some pointed criticism which
seemed to blight its entire life
from then on, despite Triumph
dramatically improving the car in
subsequent versions. lLike the
Spitfire, the GT6 was rather
dismissed as a 'ladies sportscar’;
not quite possessing the beefier,
muscular character of the TR or
MGB ranges.

While the MGB GT might be said
to have eventually become
middle-aged and pot-bellied, at
least it lasted long enough to do
so and the GT6 certainly never
achieved anything like the
popularity of its Abingdon rival.
Only about forty thousand were
produced over seven years and
of these approximately a fifth
were sold at home.

P o o 2

Construction and Development
As with the other Herald derived Triumphs then in production the
GT6 had a separate chassis, all round independent suspension and
the celebrated forward-hinging front end which gave excellent
engine and front suspension accessibility. The bodywork closely
followed that of the Spitfire - many panels were cormmon - with a
few obvious exceptions. The bonnet featured a central bulge with
cooling louvres on its upper surface to accommodate the longer
engine and the rear end was in the fast-back style with an upward
lifting tailgate.

Inside, the trim was luxurious compared to that of the more
outrightly sporting Spitfires | & I, being carpeted and padded
throughout, but the sportscar layout with its fairly plain walnut dash
and cramped cockpit with low bucket-like seating just in front of
the rear wheels was unmistakeable.

In September 1968 the GT6 Mkil was introduced featuring revised
body styling, twin exhausts, a new look dashboard, a new camshaft
and a new cylinder head to produce 104bhp - and most important
of all, a new rear suspension system which largely eliminated the
notorious bugbear of swing axle Spitfires and GT6 Mkl's (as they
were now known in retrospect) where the rear wheels suddenly
tucked under during hard power-off cornering (especially when
braking at the same time) and produced sudden and severe
oversteering by virtue of the track suddenly narrowing and losing
adhesion. Triumph's answer was to modify the rear suspension with
alterations to the transverse spring, a lower wishbone to locate the
wheel more firmly and keep it upright, and flexible rubber doughnuts
in each drive shaft to accommodate flexing and stretching.

The GT6 (known retrospectively as the Mk 1) was introduced in September_
1966 and its appearance was unmistakably derived from the Spitfire 1 & 2

The GT6 Mk3 is the model most commonly seen today. The bonnet lost its louvres
and chrome strip embellished wing seams, but gained plastic over-riders and a
completely redesigned rear end. The windscreen was two inches deeper too
although nothing was done to improve the fairly limited three-quarters view.
After some modifications in the autumn of 1969 the appearance of
the GT6 was radically changed in October 1970 with the appearance
of the GT6 Mklll. This was to comply with American safety
regulations and in common with the Spitfire IV the GT6 received the
Stag-like rear end, rear lights and full width rear burmper. At the front,
the bonnet lost its louvres and its chrome embellished wing seams,
the bumper had plastic over-riders and the front valance was replaced
by quarter valances. The interior was much the same as before, the
major differences being a deeper windscreen, the overdrive switch
being moved to the gearstick and the ignition switch being moved
mid-way down the steering column to provide a steering lock. In this
position the ignition is impossible to reach while wearing a seat belt.

In February 1973 the Mklll was given the Spitfire [V style swing-axie
rear suspension (a better version of the original system but with
wider track as on the Spitfire 1500), redesigned instrumentation and
nylon covered seats. Approximately 4000 of these late versions were
built before all production ceased in December 1973.

of that time. The Mk 1 looked quite petite when compared with later models

In September 1968 the 'rubber doughnut’ Mk2 appeared with styling
compatible to the Spitfire Mk3 introduced six months earlier. Additional
louvres were added just behind the front wheel arches to help reduce
underbonnet heat.

TRIUMPH GT6 SPECIFICATION AND PRODUCTION

MKI1 MKl Mkl

Production period Sept66-Sept68 Sept68-Oct70 Oct70-Dec?3

Production Figures 15,818 12,066 13,042
Bore mm 4.7 74.7 74.7
Stroke mm 76 76 76
Capacity c.c. 1998 1998 1998
BHP 95 104 104
at RPM 5000 5300 5300
Weight cwt 17 17 18.1
0-60 mph secs 115 9.4 101
Max speed mph 108 110 112
Fuel consumption

mpg 35 39 35
(overall ave 60

mph o/d)

Body and Trim

Due to their construction both
the GT6 and the Spitfire resist
succumbing to rot quite well, the
GT6 having an advantage in this
respect in that it is not available
as a drophead. Because of the
chassis there are few
complicated pressings to collect
and harbour moisture.

Important points to check for rot
however, are the sills from the
bottom of the front bulkhead to
the rear wheel arches and the
floor-pans. Around the door
areas in particular check the sill-
to-floor join; there are no outer
chassis rails such as the Herald
and Vitesse have and the sills
lend vital strength here.
Investigate the floorpans for rot
both in front and behind the
seats and if particularly bad
these areas can be replaced in
their entirety with repair panels.

In fact, repair panels are available
for virtually all areas, particularty
those connected with the wheel
arches. The front valances,
whether full width or quarter,
usually rot in spectacular fashion
but are easily replaced in steel or
perhaps more
fibreglass.

Ensure also that the bonnet is

usefully in

sound, for replacing it in its
entirety is costly. It is possible to
buy the wing sections of the
bonnet separately and if thereis
severe rot it is usually found in
the forward wing corners.

The chassis is quite strong but is
worth an inspection for rust
since almost half of it is visible as
soon as the bonnet is lifted.
Check the front suspension for
rust where it locates to the
chassis, and the engine mounting
points for rotten and brittle
rubber. If possible view the rest
of the chassis from under the car
paying attention to the
differential, damper and
wishbone mounting points for
weakness. If you are a really
keen owner, the body can be
lifted off the chassis for




Telephone 091 496 0522 now |

Please note our new FAX number
091 - 488 - 4791 (FAX)

Boot Lid F/glass £42
Boot Lid Steel £98 i

Recon.Door
S5ex.

V’SA e Sills £10

EXN
Next Day Delivery
<6 on most items.

SPITFIRE / GT6 PANELS
OUTER SILL'S10.INNER SILL £7.50
SILL STRENGTHENER £3.75,8LL END £3-00,
SILLEXTENSION £7.50,8/STEEL COVER SILL KIT £29,
ET FRONT REPAIR £7.50

Bonnets F/glass £129
Bonnets Steel £349 (new)

Spoiler £12

Top Quallty Glassfibre
Quarter Valance
£14. 75 (p&p M)

Soft tops £59 (Zip window)
Py P p

SPARES

SPITFIRE )

O GT6O
O HERALD ©
Ovender 750 & VITESSE 0

Please ring or send
an S.AE. for free updated
July 1st ilustrated price list

'HERALD/VITESSE PANELS
SILL £10 DOOR TREADPLATE £5 FRONT/REAR WING
ARCHES £7.50, OUTRIGGER £9.50.5IDE RAILS £7,
FIBREGLASS FRONT VALANCE £24.REAR WING £45,
ALL INNER WING SECTIONS AND VALANCES

= Carpet
Sets £49

Early interiors lacked heating or ventilation controls,

A rust area to investigate is the floor
in front and behind of the transverse
box-section just in front of the seats.
Pay close attention to where it joins
the inside sill; strength in this area is
of the greatest importance.

..but with the MK 11 & 111 the facia was redesigned to incorporate these
features plus ’'safety’ rocker swiches.

IN STOCK PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS.
SUSPENSION OFF
VERTICAL LINKS £35, TRUNNIONS (B L) £12
DISCS(S/H) £11.SPRINGS £13
UNIVERSAL JOINTS £4.50 ROTOFLEX COUPLING £15,
ALL TRUNNION BUSHSKTHOS(,:B‘?LTS,NVLOCKS,ETC IN
COOLING OFFERS
NEW SPITFIRE RADIATORS £59 HOSE SET £5,
CARB HEATSHIELD £7.50,SPITFIRE 1500 FIXED
FAN CONVERSION £23.

BONN
BONNET FRONT STIFFENER £16,FRONT WING £35,
WHEELARCH £19.50,FRINNER ARCH(OUTER) £22,
INNER £24 REAR WHEEL ARCH £19.95,
REARINNER WING£22 REAR WING LOWER QTR £8,
FLOOR PAN £29 REAR VALANCE £35,
CHASSIS PIVOT BOX £19.95
CHASIS CROSSMEMBER £19.DOORSKIN £16,
INNER DOOR REPAIR £4.50
- FRONT VALANCE SPIT 1-lll £45.
ALL REPAIR PANELS STOCKED.

thorough chassis repairs to be carried out.

As with most cars long out of production trim is the first thing to
become unavailable. With the later GT6's this is not too great a
problem since second-hand trim ought to still be in reasonable
condition, but the earlier style of door paneis for example, usually
have to be made up. Luckily their construction is very simple. Trim
hardware is shared with contemporary Spitfires and thus is not
difficult to come by, even to the extent of new old stock. Exhaust
systems for all three versions of the GT6 are often available from
your local exhaust supplier, though they may have to order them in.
NOT IF YOU BUY FROM TSSC OFFERS ON 0858 67710.

In common with the mechanical side of things replacement panels
are plentiful, though with the large numbers of GT6's and Spitfires
currently being restored, there is also a large demand. But the
Triumph parts are a thriving business almost to the extent of MGB
parts so it is possible to shop around and take advantage of The
Courier, autojumbles, sales and special offers, etc. where items can
be found more cheaply than normally. Or, on occasions, more
expensively! There is a strong enthusiasts following for the GT6
too, so bargains can be found there in unused parts taking up house

All wheel arches are susceptible to
rot, as are the bottom wing seams
running back and up to the rear lights.
If the rear hatch is leaky, the water
will collect out of sight (and mind)
under the fuel tank and spare wheel
Jjust about where the transverse
seam is below the number plate.

ZTOR PREZS STOP PRESE FIOP PREFS
BRAND NEW PANELS GT6 MK It BONNET TOP PANELS £145,
SPITFIRE IV BONNET TOP PANELS £75.G76 MK Il TAILGATES £85

RUST FREE SPITFIRE MKIIl BOOTLIDS + LH DRIVE GT6 BODYSHELLS

MISCELLANEOUS SPECIAL OFFERS
WOOD STEERING WHEEL INC. ADAPTOR BOSS
TO FIT ALL CLUB CARS ONLY £39.PLEASE STATE

YEAR AND MODEL WHEN ODERING.
LUGGAGE RACKS £13 CHROME AIR FILTER SET
£9.50 pr. WINDSCREEN SEALS £15.
CURRENILY REBUILDING
SPITHRE MK 1L.SPITFIRE MK 1I.GT6 MK it
CARS FOR SALE
G16 MKIIt late O D model immaculate £4000

| Herald 13,60 Convertible £3000

CARS WANTED
ALL CLUB CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH,TOP PRICES PAID. WE ARE PARTICULARY INTERESTED IN LATE
NEGLECTED/CRASH DAMAGED SPITFIRES. MOT AND FAILURES/ABANDONED PROJECTS HERALD OR VITESSE =z
CONVERTIBLES. FULL RECOVERY /PROMPT 3§
VISIT US IN 1990,2 MINUTES FROM GATESHEAD NATIONAL GARDEN FESTIVAL
2 MINUTES FROM THE METROCENTRE, EUROPES LARGEST SHOPPING/LEISURE COMPLEX.
ADVICE AND ESTIMATES ARE FREE 1111l ESTABLISHED 8 YEARS.

The chassis is very sturdy but check
for rot where the suspension is
attached to it and check for accident
damage or repairs at the front where
the bonnet hinges are. Extensive
efforts to make the bonnet fit could
mean a twisted chassis.

RECONDITIONED PARTS
1300 ENG.FULL RECON. £285 £X .25 carr.
1500 ENG.FULL RECON. £285 EX .25 carr.
2000 ENG:FULL RECON, £450 EX. 30 carr.
DRIVE SHAFT (NON ROTOFLEX) £75 EX.
RESET REAR SPRING (ALL MODELS) £29 EX
STARTER MOTOR £17.50,ALTERNATOR £29,
DYNAMO £25 STEERING RACK (INC.GAITERS) £30.
PLEASE ASK-ABOUT OUR EXCHANGE
RECONDITION PANELWORK.

room and being almost given away.
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SPORTS CAR
SUPPLILS '"'TRIUMPH’
Victoria Garage,Jublice Terrace
Swallwell, Tyne & Wear.NE16 3AG.
'el:091-496 0522 (2 lines) 24 Hours
" FAX: 091-:488-4791

Though complete but for wheel trim,
this woeful looking Mk1 rotting in
Thorplands features rust in all the
expected places; note particularly the
. horizontal seam just above the
numberplate light. Things are pretty
bad to have got to this stage. The
bonnet/door/sill gaps point to rotten sills
allowing the car to sag in the middle.

Opening Times
8-30 a.m. to
5-30 p.m.
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Engine and
Transmission

The 2 litre overhead valve engine
is found in one form or another in
a variety of 60's Triurmphs and is
notable for its smoothness and
quietness and in particular its
torque - the GT6 can pull away
with ease in second gear and can
dawdle at 20mph in fourth. The
engine is very robust and with
regular attention ocught to see
100,000 miles before rebuild
becomes an urgent necessity. lts
only problems are over-heating
(especially in traffic; check the
efficiency of the radiator and fit a
Kenlowe fan) and the fact that it
was designed to run on five star
fuel. The ’‘safe’ area between
pinking and running-on is fairly
narrow.

Nevertheless, an engine in good
shape should not give any
problerms whatsoever other than
eventual wear. In the event of a
rebuild all parts are stil readily
available if you want to do it
yourself or alternatively you can
fully reconditioned
exchange engine for £300 at
current prices. Engine accessability
is one of the GT6's strong points
of course, and with the bonnet
and radiator removed an engine
swap is about as easy as it could
possibly be.

From the flywheel
transmission

have a

back, the
is known to be

FTY 7he COLlIRIED

rather weak, though efforts are being made by enthusiasts to improve
matters. The four speed all syncromesh gearbox has occasional
difficulty in engaging first or reverse when cold and can be rather noisy
in the lower ratios. A sloppy and rattling gearstick is usually caused
by nothing worse than worn bushes in the remote control and
replacement kits are still available from BL dealers for about £5.

When fitted, the overdrive is the Laycock de Normanville 'D’ type
operating on third and fourth gear giving about 21mph/1000rpm.
Exchange units for both the gearbox and overdrive are easily come by.
The sliding spline propshaft has universal joints at each end and drives
a Hypoid bevel differential unit which can be removed as a separate
unit from between the driveshafts, Mk | models were fitted with a
3.27 to 1 ratio differential unless overdrive was ordered, in which case
a lower ratio 3.89 unit was fitted giving slightly better acceleration.
The Mk Il models were all fitted with the 3.27 differential with or
without overdrive, unless the 3.89 ratio was specifically requested.
Clearly the 3.27 differential plus overdrive gives a very high top gear
ratio. On the Mk Il models the system reverted to that of the Mk
I although by then few GT6's were being built without overdrive and
in consequence the more recent usable original differentials are likely
to be the 3.89 ratio sort.

On all the Mk II's and the Mk Ill's
up to February 1973 the drive
shafts feature these rubber
doughnuts just inboard of the
rear wheels. Scrutinise them
closely where the rubber is
bonded to the metal because
replacing them is a laborious job
involving the dismantling of the
hubs, drive shafts and suspension.

This view shows the three styles of rear end - MK furthest away, Mk lil nearest.
The sunroof on the Mk lll is not standard but is a welcome feature nevertheless;
the GT6 is uncomfortably hot in anything but the coldest weather.

What to Pay

As might be expected the Mklll models command the higher prices
with £3,600-£4,800 buying a car in very good condition. In some
cases over £8,000 is being asked but for this sort of money expect
to see a low-mileage immaculate late MKIIl with cloth interior and
no faults whatsoever, or an almost-concours Mk |, Il or early Ili.
In general, top Mkl prices seem to hover around £3,500-£6,500,
with less popular Mk I's in the same condition just creeping past
£3,000.

With £2000 to spend you ought to be able to find a good running
example of any Mk Il or Ill (E1000 for Mkl but which may well
need its interior tidying up and a few of the wearing parts replaced
for the next MOT. If it is a restoration project you are after,
scruffy non-runners are available from next to nothing up to
£1000.

Seasonal variations seem to play no part in GT6 prices and neither
does the scarcity of earlier models against later ones. Bear in mind
that we are referring here to the asking prices; the reality of
money changing hands is often quite different once a car is seen
and inspected.

Drive is transmitted to the wheels via driveshafts with universal joints
at the differential (Mkl and late MkIID or by driveshafts incorporating
Dunlop Rotoflex rubber doughnut couplings. Should these couplings need
to be replaced, it is necessary to dismantle each half of the rear
suspension to do so.

A ‘clunk’ from under the car when taking up the drive is indicative of
worn universal joints, especially if there is an audible squeaking when
the car is in motion. Alternatively, it may be a very worn differential.

Brakes and Suspension

Braking is by 9% " discs at the front end and 8" drums at the rear.
The handbrake operates on the rear wheels only. Brake servos were
factory fitted towards the end of production on export cars and all
late Mk llI's as standard or as an optional extra on earlier cars for home
sale and many owners have since converted their earlier cars to this
specification, so be extra wary when test-driving if faced with an
obvious d.iy. conversion.

Sleek lines and excellent fuel economy. The Triumph GT6 is a nimble, eye catching
sports coupg with useful performance and useful load carrying capacity.

———

The front suspension features
two pairs of wishbones linking the
stub axle carrier to the chassis
with a coiled spring and telescopic
damper each side. At the rear the
suspension is by transverse leaf
spring acting on a hub-<arrying

vertical link plus telescopic
dampers (with the further
variations described earlier) and
worn dampers exaggerate the
tuck under'tendency. The GT6
suspension is quite firm in the
sportscar manner but being a
lightweight car is rather at the
mercy of a bumpy road surface
despite its roadholding being good
(swing axles excepted).

Steering is by rack and pinion -
very accurate but the rack ought
to be greased every 12,000 miles
or so. Similarly, it
important that the trunnion
swivels below the front stub axles
are regularly serviced with high
pressure oil. If not, rapid wear will
ensue leading to steering failure
when the vertical link collapses.
The steering column is adjustable
for reach and is easily removed
should the bushes need renewing.

On the Road

The GT6 is certainly an attractive
car and has been referred to as a
mini E-type, but probably not by
E-type owners. lIts direct
competitor in the market was the
MGB GT,; the GT6 perhaps
adopted the American safety
regulations with more style and
has better performance but the
MGEB GT is undoubtedly roomier
and more comfortable over long

is most

distances.

As a sportscar in the true tradition
the GT6 falls rather flat due to its
unsportscar like handling around
corners brought on by the rear
suspension and the nose heavy
weight distribution. Driven in a
normal, unassuming manner these
problems do not arise but the car’s
performance is not startling either;
perhaps it was in 1966 but not
compared to its contemporary
sports GTs of 1970 and certainly
not today, when ordinary four

PRI . )




Carpet Set .
Wiper Motor ...

MK2 Front Wing ...
Mk3 Front Wing
Front inner arch to Wing
Mk 2 Rear Wing ...
2.0 Crankshaft ..
2.5 Crankshaft ...

Rear Seat Conversion Kit
A.C.Delco Distributor ...

door 1.3 family saloons can reach 100mph with ease
and with a lot less fuss (though at two or three times
the price). Having said that, the robust engine and
the simplicity of construction have formed the basis
of many a modified racing GT6 with 150bhp is not
unheard of.

One of the biggest attractions for the prospective
buyer must be that every part of the GT6 is easily
accessible and maintained, and that the car is
economical to run. Stop-start fuel consumption
should be 20-25 mpg in town but once at a constant
speed in overdrive on the motorway, a healthy GT6
ought to achieve at least 40 mpg with ease. Needliess
to say, with its 25 ft turning circle the GT6 is very
manoeuvrable and really comes into its own in town
where this ability plus its small size and quick
acceleration lend it distinct advantages. Now that the
commercial pressures are off, the GT6 has become
appreciated for its own merits and has a strong
enthusiast following which is perhaps heightened by
the cars not being particularly common. Bearing this
in mind together with the spare parts situation the
survival prospects for GT6's are now probably quite
good and a buyer would be unlikely to be offered
a running GT6 which was thoroughly rotten in every
respect. Al in all, a very distinctive and very stylish
car to own, and one which ought to give more

pleasure than headaches. <=
First produced by Practical Classics May 1985
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Rear Wing MKIV ...
Houndstooth Seat

Mk1,2,3 Front Wing ...
GTé MkKIV Rear Valance ...
Mk1,2,3 Rear Valance -
tucas Distributor ...
Viscous Water Pump -~
Brake Caliper MkIV ............. £45.00 Front Wishbone Bush
1500 Indicator Stalk ..........
1500 Wheel Centre Trim ... .
1500 Bonnet Badge ... £5.75 Spit IV. Rear Lamp Unit

PARTS HOTLINE (0253)61183

BUYERS GUIDE

FULL RESTORATION AND PART FITTING SERVICE

HERALD/VITESSE SPITFIRE OTHER ITEMS

13760 Front Wing ... MKIV Bonnet Centre Panel £125.00 Spit.1500 Handbook ..
Door Skin ......... MKIV Full Door Shell ......... £175.00 B.L.House Badge ..
Rear Valance N.S.Quarter Valance . . £45.00 Bonnet Cone ..

Outer Sili ... Outer Sill ..o . £95.00 Pedal Rubber

. £95.00 SpitlV, Radio Blanking Plate . £1.95

t . £75.00 Door Mirror ... £9.95
... £45.00 Wheel Stud ... . £1.25
. £99.00 Front Suspension Bolt Kit £16.50

. £35.00 Rear Suspension Bolt Kit ..... £17.50
£50.00 Unipart Front Shocks (Pair) . £35.00
. £25.00 Bottom Steering Column U/J) £14.50

Front Wheelarch Rubbe
Late Type Front Spit. Sidelig

MOBILE (0860) 724591

(0253) 823866
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Tnéwmpl Specialiste

o= Home (0423) 871705
%Y Harrogate

Work (02743 640242
radford

We have prepared in our own
workshop and have now for
sale the following
SPITFIRE 1500, 1982, red overdrive, hard & soft
top, full restoration, many new parts - £4,000
GT6 MKII, yellow, overdrive, full respray,
photographic record of restoration - £3,000
TR7 CONVERTIBLE, 1982, blue, 1 previous
owner, far above average condition - £4,000

ALL THE ABOVE CARS HAVE 12
MONTHS MOT AND ARE FULLY
SERVICED BY OUR QUALIFIED STAFF

Heritage
1959:

1962:

Triumph Herald family; with
separate chassis, and swing axle
rear suspension, first sold
Vitesse 6-cyl. derivative, and
Spitfire 4 sports car derivatives
both announced.

GTE family history

October
1966:

1968:

October
1969:

October
1970:

February
1973:

December
1973:

(Note: Spi

GT6 announced, using
modified Spitfire chassis and
suspension, but 2-litre 6-cyl.
engine (95 bhp), all-synchro.
box, and fastback/hatchback
two-seater style based on that of
Spitfire. Swing axle back end
retained. October

GT6 Mk 2 launched, basically
as before, but with much better
lower-wishhone type of
independent rear suspension,
plus 104 bhp, and restyled nose,
with raised bumper.

Cosmetic  changes included
fitment of reclining front seats.

Mk 2 discontinued in favour of
Mk 3, with reskinned body
shell, of same general lines, but
with cut-off tail, recessed door
handles. no bonnet louvres.

Mk 3 given slightly wider wheel
tracks but, most important,
given swing-spring swing-axle
rear suspension instead of
lower-wishbone design. Nett
result was very similar, though
costs were considerably
reduced.

GT6 withdrawn
production.
tfire, on which GT6 was based in

from

so many ways, continued in production

unti} 1980

)

-

The GT6 was distinguished by a long, sweeping, fastback,
with an opening hatch. The shape had already been seen, two
years earlier, on the Spitfire race and rally cars.

The original GT6 of 1966 had a cosy, some say cramped,
passenger compartment, in which a polished wood facia pane/
was a feature.

Triumph GT6 production: 1966 to 1973 inclusive

GT6 Mk 1 (1966 to 1968) 15,818
GT6 Mk 2 (1968 to 1970) 12,066
GT6 Mk 3 (1970 to 1973) 13,042*

Total 40,926
* This figure includes 4,218 1973-model ‘swing-spring’ cars
Note: About 80 per cent (32,000) GT6s were sold for export, of which 22,658 went to the

United States. Only about 9,000 GT6s were sold in the UK when new, and some of these
cars have inevitably been exported since then.
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PER I PATITI DELLE TRIUMPH

1l Triumph Sport Six Club rag-
gruppa in tutto il mondo ben dieci-
mila soci proprietari dei modelli
Herald, Vitesse, Spitfire, GT6 e
Bond Equipe. Ii sodalizio offre inol-
tre unaserie di servizi, tracuila
pubblicazione di una rivi-
sta mensile, la possibilita
di acquistare ricambi e

§, . . .
S ECRETARY cegettpromesonal

imternazionale. Per ve-
LEON F GUYOT
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My rear suspension has also been
rebuilt by John Kipping, and |
have refitted it. It is now perfor-
ming perfectly, with a new-found
ride comfort that | had forgotten
ever existed in my Triumph! -
when did YOU last renew your
rear vertical link nylon trunnion
bushes?

Right, that's enough about me.
ltaly, hosts for the World Cup,
(don't mention the football), are
first on the agenda this month,
with a first visit to England by
young Luca Bellinello, and his
very supportive and kind
parents. | was fortunate to be
able to visit them at their hotel
in central London, one Wednes-
day evening and despite slight
language problems (mine), we
subsequently repaired to an
Italian restaurant, (Topo Gigio, 46
Brewer St, W1) for a repast,
more Lambrusco please! Much
was discussed regarding l.uca's
organising of the TSSC Italia
Area, which ranks alongside the
Belgian area in terms of en-
thusiasm for the club. a love of

Triumphs, and a very active Luca has already managed to members in ltaly, by advertising
'‘base’ for the TSSC in Europe. gain the TSSC a number of in quality Classic Car magazines,

The COUIRIER

HE last report before 'the event of the year’ at Stafford.
Since last month, I've managed to break the front pinion bearing in my differen-

tial, after just 14,000 miles from new. Apparently, when you buy a new ’old stock’
differential, you should always have the front bearing re-set prior to use. Now they
tell me!, so | have temporarily replaced my 4.11:1 ratio diff’, (real acceleration), with
my spare 3.63:1 diff’, so now it accelerates like an electric car!, never mind, I'll soon
have my diff’ back from John Kipping, who is rebuilding it for me to 3.89:1 specifica-
tion for maximum reliablity, and longevity, plus reasonable acceleration.

DOMANI TUTTO SARA PIU FACILE

nire incontro alle esigenze degli ita-
liani possessori di una di queste
vetture, € stato costituito un punto
di incontro per favorire i contatti tra
gli iscritti e per organizzare manife-
stazioni riservate esclusiva-
mente a questi modelli.
The Triumph Sport Six
Club,It aly area, via Ciro
Menotti 13 - 45100 Ro-

vigo. Tel ¢fono (0425)

28614,

such as Auto Capital and
Ruoteclassiche (see insert p64).
Luca has also organised the par-
ticipation of the TSSC ltalia Area
(out of his own pocket), in the
Mostra-Scambio Auto & Moto
D'Epoca ed Accessori show at
Padova, in Northern ltaly, from
11th-12th November 1989.
Some photos follow, which give
a general impression of the TSSC
participation. The TSSC Iltalia
area sign is home made, and as
it is printed in black & white here,
I should explain that Luca has in-
corporated the ltalian national
colours in the TSSC badge, ie.
Green, White & Red, an excellent,
and indeed, original idea!

The primrose MKk.3 Spitfire is
Luca's own car, and | should point
out that the modified rear lamp
arrangement is necessary to
comply with ltalian traffic law. In
the third photograph, you can
see our very first TSSC stand at
a Classic Car show on Continen-
tal Europe, staffed here by
Luca's sister, Barbara, our
thanks go to her.

The Herald is shown for interest,
as it is actually on the Triumph
Club ltalia stand, who 1 unders-
tand are none too happy about
the emergence of the TSSC ltalia
Area, but | can’t imagine why, as
we don’'t mind our Italian
members, belonging to their club
in addition to ours, in fact we
positively encourage joint
membership, and events, bet-
ween the two clubs.

Luca is all set to organise TSSC
ltalia Area’s first ever meet near
Spoletto, on September
15th-16th 1990, and all TSSC
members are welcome to at-
tend, for further information
please contact Luca Bellinello at
VIA LEVICO 5. 45100,
ROVIGO, ITALY.

I also met Luca and his parents
again the following evening, and
took them along to our TSSC
Surrey Area meeting at
Banstead, so they could see, and
sample, a typical area meeting. |
had the hood down, and although

—— e ey oy g g e e DTSN
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TRIUMPH PARTS CENTRE

Spitfire Panels
Front Wing MkIV
Front Wing Mkill
Front Inner Outer Arc

Sl Genuine

St Pattern

Inner Silt

St Strengthener O
Door Skin

Rear Wine V

£325 exch
£199 exch
£50 exch
£325 exch
Short 1300cc £199 exch
Head 1300cc £50 exch
Transmiss@
Gearbox
Overdrive
Clutch 1500
Clutch 1300
Clutch 2000 i
Diff £130 exch

Rotorflex Couplhngs £10.00
Suspension & Steering

Front Suspension O/haul Kit me. Trumon
Bushies. Bolts and Bali Joirit £22.00
Ay above less Ball Joint £1500
Front Spring £15.00
Rear Leafl Springs £64 00
Front Shock Absorters 1500
Vertcal Link .35 00
Top Ball Joint £9 00
Anti-Roll Bar Link £7 50
Steening Rack £35 00
Track Rod End £5.00

ALL PRICES PLUS VAT & P&P

Brakes

£12.50
£15.00
£5.00
£8.00
£5.00
£35.00
£6 50

Handbrake Cable N\ £2.50
Handbrake Cable 4.00
Copper Brake Pipe Set 4\ £27 50

Brake Drum ‘ £118.50
Pads Vitesse/GT | £190 00
i
}

\ :‘ﬂlmo

- £47.50

£41.50
50
50

erald Panels
Front Wing 13/60 /\ -45.00
Rear Wing Lower Half ¢ T E4275
Front Inner Outer Arch '\ L/ 82100

sl N /€750
Door Skin \ \/Z/ £14 25

Rear Quarter \/;*a ce £1500

Rear valancg "/ / £3500

Door Step /! £375

L0 Plate £525
Heraid

" £7.50

utngger £6 00

utrigger £7 50

Rear Outngger £8275

Rear Extension RH £8 /5

Rear Extension LH £7 50

Side Rad Fitting Kit £5 00

Price Lists available send SAE or

telephone, many other parts in stock.
TRIUMPH PARTS CENTRE

(SOC SPARES LTD).

Warmlake Estate, Sutton Valence,
Maidstone. Kent ME17 3LP /7=

Telephone 0622 843956 N

Fax 0622 842318 RITaGL AFPRoy

'3
HERITAGE APPROVED

BN o=
= Bads Telephone Ordering

FYT3 The COULIRIER

it wasn't really too cold, they
seemed to be suffering a little,
even though | kept my speed
right down - they said it was like
the Italian winter.
Thanks for coming etc, Luca and
family, | do hope you enjoyed
your flying visit.

Now a photo of such a nice look-
ing Spitfire, | felt | must include
it here, it is the MKIV, the pride
and joy of Dr. Andrea De Regis
from Rome, Italy. He has a pro-
blem, in that he wishes to par-
ticipate in historic racing in ltaly,
but the CSAI-Commissione Spor-
tiva Automobilistica Italiana have
refused to homologate his car
for competitions, as they say
that this type of car did not race
when new. So Andrea is
desperate to make contact with
somebody who can supply any
documents to demonstrate that
the Spitfire IV (1970-72) did ac-
tually take part in some racing
events. This he feels would be
the proof he needs. Can anyone
out there help him? If so, please
write to him at VIA A CASELLA
49, 00199, ROMA, RM, ITALIA.
(TSSC 89/28936). What about the
American Quaker State racing
team?
Now, on to France, | understand
that the Triumph Club de France
could not wait for the tunnel to
be finished, because, lead by
Marc and Sophie Baudier, and
Didier Thoue, a good number of
their members were persuaded
to bring about 20 or so of their
cars across the water to attend
a TSSC race meeting down at
Lydden Hill on Sunday 1st July.
Unfortunately, due to not finding
out that they were coming, un-
til the very last moment, ! was
unable to attend, but | unders-
tand that the new Canterbury
area organiser, Dave Llovyd,
managed to muster a goodly
number of local TSSC
members/cars along to give the
French a warm welcome, and |
am told that everyone had a
good time. But the next time, TC
de F, please tell me you are com-

ing over! A  photo here
depicting part of the French at-
tendance at L.ydden, kindly sup-
plied by Bob Rowland and his
merry Middlesex members.
Whilst we are talking about
France, if any member is in
France, with his Triumph on holi-
day, and he breaks down and
needs some parts, he could do no
worse than contact Alain Mevel
at Spit Shop, 25 Rue due
Dauphine, 95100, Argenteuil,
France, his second in command is
Yves Valour, tel: 010-331
-39.82.82.68 or, Jean-Pierre An-
drieu of Spiteasy, 6 Rue Ray-
mond Debienne, 62250. Ferques,
France, tel: 21.92,86,73
(14th-19th).

These concerns were recom-
mended by 'Steve’ of John Kip-
pings Triumph Spares, and also
appear in the magazine of
Amicale Spitfire, the Spitfire Club
in France.

Now that's over, | think that
some of you might like to see a
picture of a Bulgarian registered
1200 Herald - did you know that
they went out there? It was
sent to me by Zbigniew
Czarnecki from Gdansk, Poland,
who tells me that he found it in
the East German magazine
'Motor-Jahr’ of 1968. | don't
know how well this picture will
reproduce, but for those of you
interested, the registration is
NAO760 and the town is pro-
bably Nesebar.

Well, that’'s the end of this
report, thank goodness!

Don't forget the competition for
distance travelled to the Staf-
ford Show per last month's
Courier.

All the best. Leon F. Guyot




% Replacement Parts for

SPITFIRE - GT6
HERALD - VITESSE

TD. \
Tocsmpl Cratre

BRITISH MOTOR

ARTHUR STREET, REDDITCH, WORCS. B98 8JY HERITAGE APPROVED
Tel: REDDITCH (0527) 20880 FAX: (0527) 20730

AUGUST SPECIAL OFFERS

,llnl't:ll

£ Front Valance (GRP)-Spit Hil........... £2400 &
" Front Valance (GRP)-Herald/Vitesse ... £21.00 -
Corner Valance (GRP)-Spit IV/1500 (pr) £40.00
H/Duty Rubber Footwell Mats
SUIt SPIt & GT6 ..., (pr) £16.00
«»,  Alloy Rocker Covers-1300/1500.............. £20.00
%2 Alloy Rocker Covers-20 Litre........ £48.00
K & N Pancake Air Filters .................. (pr) £34.00
Door Mirrors (State Black or Chrome).... £9.50
Rear Lamp Assemblies-Spit Hil............. £26.00
Rear Lamp Assemblies-Spit IV/1500 ...... £37.50
,";:‘,2; ALL PRICES PLUS VAT CARRIAGE EXTRA &,
e L | Tel: 0521 20880 Fax: 0527 20730
Don’t Forget We Will See Sl | SSETNs0GTen £
You at STAFFORD August 11th & 12th } |
Ll :
mm M : . |
f o ——




COMPUTA TURE &

The Best Name in Mobile Car Engine Tuning and Servicing

Interested in Cars?

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS

JOIN COMPUTA TUNE

THE UK'S MOST SUCCESSFUL MOBILE TUNING FRANCHISE

© YOUR OWN AREA

e FULLY EQUIPPED VAN

e DETAILED TRAINING

e ADVERTISING SUPPORT
e ALLPARTS& TOOLS

CHISE
5

5,
a
5

NSH £,
o
1,
O 1y150°

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS
ANDREW WHITTAKER, COMPUTA TUNE , 9 Petre Road,
v Clayton Park, Clayton-le-Moors, Accrington, Lancs. BB5 5JB.

© NATIONAL & REGIONAL BACKUP
e HELP WITH FINANCING

e PERSONAL SATISFACTION

e FINANCIAL REWARDS

e SECURE FUTURE

Telephone
(0254) 391792

We come t2 you, Wherever you are!

OUR WORK GUARANTEED FOR 5000 MILES OR 6 MONTHS

UK AXLES S

Specialist in all Triumph Rear
Axle and Differentials
Exchange units off the shelf or
customers own unit rebuilt to
the highest possible standard

ALL UNITS CARRY A 12 MONTHS
WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Nationwide Delivery Service

Overseas Enquiries Welcome

ﬁ

T Al ET! AOETIOAA |
081571 49577260
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FULL SETS — ALL COLOURS

CARPET§O§ HOODS

TRIUMPH - MG - JENSEN
MERCEDES - PORSCHE - VIW
LOTUS - ROLLS ROYCE
JAGUAR - TOYOTA - ASTON
RANGE ROVER - ROVER - FIAT
BMW - DATSUN - SUZUKI
4x4 VANS AND MANY OTHERS

MOST MODELS AVAILABLE
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE

from£ Z 5 & postage for full set

also Interior Headlinings and Vinyl Roofs
MOTOR UPHOLSTERY
SUPPLIES

8am - 5pm MON to FRI 8am - 1Zam SAT
14 Anne Road, Wellinborough, Northants,

Engiand NN8 2HH.
Telephone: (0933} 223602 - UK. TIME

s Fax: (0933) 441298

VISA
e—
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IF you are ever unfortunate to have a damaged radiator, a cheap alternative
to get your Vitesse back on the road is to fit a secondhand Dolomite or Toledo

1500 radiator. Be sure to get the larger 1500 type not a 1300 one. As a rough guide
the dimensions of the 1500 radiator are: 18" X 16" X 2" Breakers typically charge

between £7 and £15 for a good one.

FITTING

Unfortunately the Dolomite radiator has no filler
cap, instead it uses a separate expansion bottle,
so be sure to get this when you fetch the radiator.
The expansion bottle must be mounted as high as
the top of the radiator, a bit tricky in a Vitesse
engine bay, | made a bracket that comes off the
engine side cover and also extended the small
connecting pipe.

To mount the 1500 radiator in the Vitesse two
brackets similar to those on the old radiator must
be made. Weld these the same distance from the
top of the radiator as on the original item. Next
a small hole must be drilled and a nut welded over
it so that engine side covers can be bolted up to
the radiator.

The hoses may have to be altered, the top outlet
pipe on the 1500 radiator is set at a different angle
than on an original item. The bottom hose should
fit OK, it may just have to be shortened.

Jo fill the radiator remove the plastic plug on the
top of the radiator and fill as normal, Ensure there
is water in the expansion bottle too.

This may seem a lot of work to do but you’ll save
£50 or more. And if you decide to fit a proper
Vitesse radiator in the future there's no welded
brackets on the chassis you have to remove etc.....

ON THE ROAD

I have had a 1500 type radiator on my MKII for over
a year now and have not experienced any
overheating problems, and yes | have been caught
in traffic in hot weather!

The expansion bottle is awkward but if you intend
on keeping the 1500 radiator in your car, you could
solder a filler neck of a scrap radiator off another
car as | intend to try.

David George - Sutton Coldfield
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Business Hours
8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Fridays
9.00am - 1.30pm Saturdays

EMME

BROS HEERN

HOTLINE

=

(0522) 791965

Spitfire 1V/1500

Full engine (Recon)

1500 £350.00 ex
1300 £350.00 ex
Short Engine (Recon)

1500 ......oceveee. £225.00 ex
1800 svispasvnnss £210.00 ex
Crankshaft

(Recon) ............. £75.00 ex
Oll PUMPS. vasmsssssess £35.00
Water Pumps ......... £22.50

Engine Parts Available
Clutch Assy 1300 ... £38.50

1500 susssrsmssmssissens £49.50
Master Cylinder ..... £36.00
Slave Cylinder ....... £30.75

Engine Service Kit . £18.00

Head G/ket Sets 1300 £19.95
Head G/ket Sets 1500 .. 16.50

Sump Sets ............... £7.50
Radiator

(Recon) ............. £60.00 ex
Gearboxes (Recon)

from .....ccceeens £100.00 ex

Overdrive (Recon) £125.00
Propshafts from ..... £25.00

Halfshafts .............. £50.00
Differential

(Recon) ........... £130.00 ex
Brake Discs ...... £12.50 ea
Pads .....cccoovveeeiinn, £5.50
Shoes .............. £10.00 set
Copper B Pipe Kit .. £25.00
Flexi Hoses .......... £8.00ea

Master Cyls £39.95/£70.00
Calipers (Recon) £50.00 ex
Wheel Cylinders ...... £9.00

Trunnions .............. £15.00
Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Rear Spring

Original .................. £60.00

Suspension Parts, Bushes
Mountings available.
Wheelbearing Kits .. £10.00

Windscreen Seals .. £15.00
Door Seals ............. £10.00
Hardtop Softop Seals.

Cables-Handbrake ... £4.00

Fibreglass .............. £16.00
Bonnet Assy

Complete from ..... £325.00
Top Panel ............ £150.00
Outer Wings from .. £35.00
Inner Arches from .. £12.00

Sills from ............... £12.00
Rear Valance ......... £30.00
Rear Wing ............. £82.50
Bootlid Steel ........ £100.00
Bootlid Fibreglass

Top Quality ............ £60.00
Doors from ............. £75.00
151 (] [T ——————— £20.00
Bumpers ................ P.O.A.
Laurel Transfers ...... £3.00
Others ..........ccu...... £2.50
Carpet Sets

(top quality) ............ £55.00

Front Tailored Mats .... £15.00
Interiro Trim available
Pl Ring

Steering Rack

(Recon) ............. £30.00 ex
Front Rear
Shox ............. £15.00 ea

Door Seal .......... £20.00 pr
Hardtop (Lenham) £195.00

Hood Cover Only ... £55.00
Double Duck ........ £110.00

Mohair ................. £165.00
Tonneau Covers .. £35/£49
Stowage Covers ..... £30.00

Starter Motor .... £15.00 ex

Wire Wheels (5)
Conversion Kit ..... £575.00
Stainless Steel Exhaust
Systems 1300 ...... £115.00

Mild Steel ........ £50/£60.00
GTé6

Full Engines

(Recon) ........... £495.00 ex
Short (Recon) .. £325.00 ex
Oil Pump ............... £35.00
Water Pump £26.00

Camshaft (new) ...... £75.00
Cylinder Heads

from ....................... £50.00
Crankshaft New £95.00 ex
Clutch Assy ........... £56.00

Engine Service Kit . £18.50
Head Gasket Set ... £20.00

Sump Set ................ £7.95
Brake Discs ...... £15.00 ea
Pads .................. £9.00 set
Shoes ......cccceeevenneee. 9.00
HOSES wuosvosussmmummusinnss £8.00
Suspension

Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Differential ...... £140.00 ex

Bodywork See Spitfire.
Carpet Set
(top quality) ............ £65.00

Stainless Steel
Exhaust System ... £120.00
Mild Steel .............. £80.00

Koni Shock Absorbers now
in stock

Send for our full colour catalogue
FREE to TSSC members

FAST MAIL/TELEPHONE ORDER IF REQUIRED

The above is only a sample of our wide range of stock items. For full details please

Prices subject to change without notice

\
’ ‘ V EXN send an A4 size SAE or telephone, for 44 page colour catalogue. To place an order, g
' 2 v telephone with credit card details or foward a cheque (please check delivery costs). [@

Catalogues are available for TR7/8 and Stag. Price lists for TR6 and Dolomite Sprint.

ASE Rimmer Brothers Ltd, Triumph House, 115 Lincoln Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1PX.

0]

All prices plus VAT —

* * NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM %
: AVAILABILITY AND PRICES CONFIRMED INSTANTLY

Tel: (0522) 791965 (10 lines). Fax: (0522) 794118.




STS TRIUMPH SPARES

Over 7000 sq. ft. of 2nd hand spares.
Large stock of new panels and suspension parts, new
hoods/seals. Reconditioned callipers + rear halfshaft units in stock.
Fitting service available on most parts. —
Fast Mail Order/Next Day Delivery.
Telephone 061-230-7606 (2 lines) Monday to Saturday 10 - 6

TRIUMPH BOOKSHOPKX Tdephone

ORIGINAL BRAND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS (0858 462578/432110

Workshop Manuals Parts Catalogues Handbooks General
Herald 1200 £21.95 Herald 1200 (all mods) £18.95 Herald 13/60 £5.00 HAYNES W/SHOP MANUALS
Herald 13/60 £21.95 Herald 13/60 £15.00 Vitesse'6’ £5.00 ALL MODELS £11.95 Each
Vitesse ‘6’ £21.95 Vitesse 1600/2 Ltr Mkl £18.95 Vitesse MK1 £5.00 (State Model)
Vitesse 2LMK1/11 £21.95 Vitesse 2 Litre Mkil £15.00 Vitesse MK11 £5.00 SU Carburettors £10.50
GT6 Mk £22.95 GT6 MK1 & 11 £18.95 GT6 MK1 £5.00 Stromberg Carburettors£10.50
Spittire 4/11/111 £21.95 GT6 MK111 £15.00 GT6 MK11 25.00 Weber Carburettors ~ £10.50
Spitfire 1V £18.95 Spitfire Mkill £18.95 GT6 MK111 £5.00 Electrical Manual £11.00
Spitfire IV/1500 Dutch £22.00 Spitfire MKIV £15.00 Spitfire 4 £5.00
Spitfire 1500 £18.95 Spitfire 1500 £15.00 Spittire MK11 £5.00 BROOKLANDS BOOKS
Spitfire 1500 German £22.00 TR2/3 £18.00 Spitfire MK111 £5.00 Vitesse/Herald 1959/71 £8.50
Spitfire IV/1500 French £22.00 TR4 £18.00 Spitfire MK111 German £6.00 GT6 1966/1974 £8.50
TR2/TR3 £27.50 TR4A £18.00 Spitfire MKIV £5.00 Spitfire 1962/1980 £8.50
TR4/4A £23.00 TR250 (TR5) £20.00 Spitfire 1500 £5.00 Spitfire Collection No. 1 £7.75
TRS (complete) £35.00 TR6 £18.00 Spitfire 1500  German £6.00 Road & Track Triumph
TR6 £24.50 TR7 £19.50 Spitfire USA £5.00 Sports Cars '58/67 £8.50
TR6 German £23.50 TR8 £21.00 TR4 £5.00 Sports Cars '67/74 £8.50
TR7 £20.00 Stag £23.00 TR4A £5.00 Sports Cars '74/82 £8.50
TR8 £24.00 Dolomite £19.00 TR250 (TR5) £5.00 TR2/3 1952/60 £8.50
Stag £24.00 Dolomite Sprint £19.00 TRE £5.00 TR4 & TRS & 250 £8.50
Stag German £30.00 2000/2500 £189.00 TR7 £5.00 TR6 1969/76 £8.50
Dolomite £21.95 1500 FWD £15.00 Stag £5.00 TRE Collection £7.75
Dolomite Sprinit £21.95 1500 RWD £15.00 Dolomite Sprint £5.00 TR7/8 1975/81 £8.50
2000/2500/2.5P! £24.00 Toledo £15.00 2000/2500 £5.00 Stag £8.50
1300 FWD £15.95 1300 £5.00 Stag Collection £7.75
1500 FWD/15007/C £19.95 1500 & Toledo £5.00 2000/2500 £8.50
| Triumph Cars - The complete History Robson/Langworth £24.00 Competition Preperation Spitfire /il/ill/IV/1500 £6.00
| TR for Triumph - Chris Harvey £18.50 Competition Preparation 2 Litre Cars £6.00
The Complete History Spitfire GT6 Graham Robson £14.95 Tuning Triumph Cars from 1200cc to 2500cc £11.50
PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION GUIDES SPITFIRE/GT6 FILE - Graham Robson £10.95

HERALD/VITESSE - SPITFIRE/GT6 - METALWOBKING £7.50ea.
| COURIER MAGAZINE BINDERS - the very best quality
‘ EACH ONE HOLDS 12 ISSUES £5.50

Guide to Purchase & D.I.Y. Restoration
SPITFIRE, GT6, VITESSE & HERALD By L Porter & P Williams
SIZE A4, 312 Pages (superb) £17.50

Make all payments payable to Triumph Bookshop - Cheque/Postal Order/Credit Card Overseas Orders add 10% to total order
Welland House 9 Acorn Close Lubenham Market Harborough Leics LE16 75P Tel: (0858) 462578 or 432110 1o cover exira Postage -

FAX (0858) 431936 Telephone Credit Card Orders Welcome - ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING Payments in Sterling please QD/8go

stone JRIUMPH SPARES

DARLEY STREET, DARLEY ABBEY, DERBY, DE3 1DX TEL: O332 557661
SPITFIRE — GT6 — HERALD — VITESSE

NEW - BODY PANELS, BRAKING, COOLING, CLUTCHES, CARPETS, HOODS, RUBBER TRIM, SUSPENSION,
STEERING, SERVICE ITEMS ETC A LARGE RANGE CONTINUALLY EXPANDING

USED - MASSIVE STOCKS OF QUALITY USED SPARES. N.B. ALL OUR USED SPARES ARE OFFERED ON A 28 DAY TRIAL PERIOD

CARS - ALWAYS WANTED FOR CASH: MOT FAILURES, ABANDONED PROJECTS AND WRITE OFFS,
A SELECTION OF CARS ARE AVAILABLE FOR RESTORATION. DETAILS ON REQUEST

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE % CALLERS WELCOMEx SA.E. FOR A FREE PRICE LIST

EZR® The COURIER

1967 SPITFIRE MK 11

A 97 point Concourse Winner
Roger Guzowski

Roger has sent this article in from Huntington Beach California - being a member of the
TSSC and enjoying the contact with the UK he shares this article written by a friend called
Scott who originally wrote this article for their local based Triumph Club The Southern
California Triumph Owners Association. Some of the photos were taken at Santa Monica
Air Museum where Roger took some shots of his Car with one of three existing Spitfire
Mark 15 Aircraft, two of the planes are in the UK and this Spitfire Airplane was restored
by Charlston Aviation Colechester Essex.

YES, a 97 point Concourse Winner owned by Roger Guzowski, at the 14th
Annual Santa Ana Classic and Antique Car Show that was held on August
12 1989. This should put the Spitfires on the map. Roger's White with Black Interior
Spitfire Mark Il beat out a Jaguar XKE that just went through a $40,000
restoration, a Jaguar XK120 and a Maserati. 7l can’t believe | won” said Roger,
"there were a lot of beautiful cars out there. When they called the XKE as second,
I wondered who could have won 1st over THAT car? Was | surprised when | heard
my name, and the response from the club (SCTOA) members was tremendous. ”

Roger is real proud of his car, both he and his wife model has the short rear end, the later Mark llls
love driving it around and showing it off. “l like the had longer rear ends which made fixing the rear
early Spitfires, you don't see very many around” end a problem while | was restoring the car.”

recalls Roger, "the lines are pretty, just the right The Santa Ana show was the third show that
amount of chrome and they don’t have those big Roger showed his car. " The first one taught me
black bumpers like you see on the later 1500's. This  a lot about how to present your car and what to
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look out for” said Roger. The second show was
the Moss Motors Marque day in which Roger took
second place; 'He would have taken 1st if he would
have parked with the other Spitfires’ was the
remark of one official at the show. Roger is looking
forward to attending the All British Shows in both
Orange County and Woodly Park. "l drive my car
1o these shows, not like that XKE that is typically
trailered to shows though he did drive it to this
show” remarked Roger. A
real Triumph owner he is!
The saga began when
Roger saw an ad in the
Register to sell a Spitfire
for $1,300. "It looked
straight, the doors fit, and
there weren’t any dents”
said Roger “though there
was a bit of rust in the
rear, so | was able to get
the owner down to
$1,100. When | got it home,
I took the engine out and
proceeded to get the body
back in shape, cutting the
rusted panels out and
replacing them with new
ones (at a shop). | hired a
guy to clean out the engine
bay, and got help from 'Dr.
Jaguar’ on other exterior
restoration. I'd say | have
about $1,600 wrapped up
on the body alone”.

"l did as much as | could
myself. | have around
$750.00 in the interior, all
which 1 did. | cut the
cardboard panels out and
did my own upholstery on
them. | did some portions
in leather, others in
vinyl...." remarked Roger.
"] paid attention to detail.”
Some of the detail is the
Crimson Carpet that is in
the Dashboard storage
recesses to take away the
starkness of the black

interior. There are other details that Roger pointed

out that isn't "quite” stock but he made me
promise not to print them.

"Allin all, | may have $5,000 wrapped up in the car.
so far. There's a few more things | want to do like
get the hardtop done (complete with headliner), get
a few more details done on the car, redye some
of the interior, and maybe replace some of the
rubber” said Roger.

"If you had to start over again, what would you
do different?” | asked. I'd replace all the bolts with
new shiny ones when | put things back together,
I wouldn't try to clean the old ones. I'd also spend
more time detailing the suspension and the like,
when the sun shines on the suspension, you can
see the old color come out! replied Roger. "1 might
add that | did not touch the engine at all except
to clean it, | did not rebuild it. Also, | didn't rechrome
ANYTHING. 1 was
very fortunate to find
this car.”

Roger continues "I'm
still new at this. The
car's oniy been on the
road for a couple of
months after over a
year of restoration
(don’t rush things) and
patience”. "SCTOA
has been great. At
first 1 felt like an
orphan with
everybody talking
TR4s, TR6s and the
like but | soon found
that it really didn't
matter. i got
wonderful assistance
and help on my car and
the members are really
supportive. I'd like to
see more Spitfires
show up at the
meetings though’.
Roger is really a proud
owner and will talk for
hours about his ordeal
getting the car
together, will show
you his pictures, and
offer any help vyou
want ("except my
techniques | use to
show the car”). As for
his wife, she likes the
car too and will ride in
it every opportunity
she gets. "The car

turns heads...” replied Roger. | know SCTOA'’s

members are all glad to see another member show
his car and win. Look at the cars that SCTOA
members have shown in magazines, competition,
and now - ist place Concourse show winners.
"What next?" | asked Roger. "Not much” was the
reply, "l just want to do a few more things and
enjoy driving the car as much as | can (short of
driving it to work). What do you think about GT6’s"”
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BEHIND THE SCENES

John Thomason -

Camberley Surrey

8.30 on a cold Tuesday night in December, and minding my own business in the
garage, | received a 'phone call from a Brian Palmer. Brian worked for CLASSIC

CARS and was trying to get together a

group of Sporting Saloons from the early

60’s for one of Classic Car’s famous Test Matches. Brian (quite rightly) wished

to include a Vitesse 1600 Saloon in the

group and asked if my Vitesse 1600 and

I would be available for the test the following Wednesday. Brian apologised for
the short notice, but explained that he had had great difficulty in locating a Vitesse
1600, the majority being 2 litres. (Where have | heard that before?). With visions
of fame and fortune, and the prestige of appearing in Classic Car, | accepted. Brian
recorded the value of the car for insurance purposes and asked if | would arrive
at the Silverstone Club House at 8.30am.

Having settled down from the initial excitement, |
began to wonder what I'd let myself into. Not being
a regular subscriber to Classic Cars | thought I'd bet-
ter get hold of a copy to see what the group tests
were all about. The idea was that 5 - 6 classic cars
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were gathered together and their owners subjected
each others cars to a mini road test and then voice
their opinions. All the cars previously tested were in
near concours condition with some nice close up
photos of the interiors and engine bays. Now the panic

set in. Although my car was quite tidy, being used
every day during the winter it had got a little grubby.
My second worry was that the engine was very tired,

m.p.g., and more recently, tended to stall at low
speeds due to lack of power. Such faults would surely

the Vitesse. | was worried!

Fortunately the interior needed 'only’ an early spring
clean, and so | decided to devote the weekend and
2 days holiday to cleaning up the engine bay and
attempting to improve the performance.
Unfortunately the weather was against me and so

I'worked on the engine bay by draping a piece of
polythene between the roof and raised the bonnet.
The rocker cover, header tank and air filter box were
removed and sprayed gloss black, while the engine
block, manifolds and other ancillaries were cleaned and
painted up. | even fitted the engine valences, which
I've never fitted, since | never thought that the engine
would keep going as long as it had and would therefore
need removing for an engine rebuild. The carbs were
cleaned, tuned and polished up. Whilst checking the
tappets | noticed that one of the push rods was bent.
| couldn’t work out how this had happened ( still don’t
know) but replaced it and hoped it was the cause of
my loss of performance. Unfortunately this was not
the case.

By the time the engine bay had been all put back
together, it really looked quite smart. It was just a
shame that | couldn't do a lot about the performance,
short of an engine rebuild. The thought did cross my
mind that | could quietly slip in a 2 litre Mk | engine,
but | thought better of it!

Just to add to the catalogue of problems was the fact
that our area’s Club Christmas Dinner was the evening
before the Test Match. | finished polishing the car, and
quickly changed into my evening dress, traditional for
Hants & Surrey Christmas Dinners. It's amazing how
much dirt you can hide under a collar and bow tie; it
was just a shame about the oily finger nails!
Having spent a very 'dry’ but nonetheless enjoyable
Christmas Dinner, | returned home in anticipation of
a 5.30am start, only to discover the Test Match had
been cancelled. You could say that | was less than
pleased!

It transpired that one of the cars had withdrawn
through mechanical problems and that 2 of the other
owners had contracted the serious Flu virus that was

returning an appalling fuel consumption of 15 - 20

put off the testers and ruin the good reputation of

plagueing the country at the time. The test match had
been postponed to the end of February 1990. Talk
about an anti-climax, but | managed to drown my
sorrows over Christmas.

The new year arrived and the mortgage rate went up
again and | couldn't really afford an engine rebuild.
However, nor could | afford 15 m.pg. and reasoned that
| would recover the cost of the rebuild with improved
fuel economy, not to mention being better prepared
for the postponed Group Test. So the engine was lifted
out and deposited on the kitchen floor for the rebuild,
which took 4 weeks mainly due to scarcity of Vitesse
1600 engine parts. Some of the difficulties encountered
were covered in Andy Bonner’s March article.
Remember the gales and storms that we had
around February earlier this year, well | was out
there with my sheet of polythene rebuilding
the engine bay. This time everything was
cleaned and either painted or polished, the
process being so much easier with the engine
removed. The carbs were stripped ar.d rebuilt
again, this time with new jets, needles and
throttle spindles.

The engine was refitted and fired up first time
at 11.30pm on Sunday 1ith February - my
excuse for not attending the M25 orbital meet.
Total cost was in the region of £400 plus a new kitchen
floor!

My problem now was putting as many miles on the
engine as possible before the Test so that the car
wouldn't be tested with a tight, non run-in engine.
Well I got the ‘phone call, and the test was on again
for March 21st. I'd only managed to put 1,500 miles
on the clock, but nonetheless the difference in
performance was incredible and | was retaining approx
30 m.pg. | took another couple of days holiday and
spent another small fortune on polish and chrome
cleaner preparing the car.

We set off for Silverstone at 5.30am, raring to go and
full of confidence that we could now hold our own
against the others and uphold the reputation of the
Vitesse.

The journey passed without incident, fortunately the
rain holding off and not covering the bodywork or
engine bay in road spray. We arrived at Silverstone
with a mixture of excitement and trepidation. It was
beginning to dawn on me that | was about to let
complete strangers loose with my Pride and Joy.
After a cooked breakfast in the Silverstone Club
House, Brian Palmer explained the day's proceedings.
We would each drive the other cars around a 20 mile
course that encompassed a wide variety of roads,
ranging from smooth ‘A’ roads to bumpy 'C’ roads with
long straights, steep hills, sweeping and tight corners.
After each run we were to comment and mark the
car against the following categories:- Performance,
Engine and Gearbox, Ride, Handling, Steering and
Comfort. Before we started Brian gave us a brief
specification on each of the cars including the cost
when new, which we were to take into account when
assessing the cars.

Surprisingly the Vitesse was the cheapest of the lot.
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It was also the oldest car being tested. After a quick
explanation of the vehicle’s controls and idiosyncrasies
by each of the owners we were ready to start. | think
that everyone was a little nervous about letting their
cars go, and also the responsibility of looking after
somone else’s Classic Car. There was also definitely
an air of competitiveness as each wanted their Classic
to be chosen the best car and not to let their marque
down.

One small point | tried to get away with was a “Classic
and Sportscar” windscreen sticker which was nearly
as old as the car. | was politely asked to remove it if
I wanted any Vitesse photos in 'Classic Cars'!!

My first test car was the Blue Renault Gordeni.
Adjusting the seat position, checking the gear change
and position of controls, we set off cautiously. My Co
driver had trouble keeping up with me at first as |
reeled off a host of first impressions. After 5-6 miles
| felt comfortable with the car and started to enjoy
the experience. The course really was very good,
providing all the road conditions necessary to test the
categories on our check list.

Before changing cars we wrote up our experiences
whilst still fresh in our minds. Looking over our
shoulders Brian said that we were all being too kind
with our assessments, explaining that he wanted
‘colourful’ comments for the magazine write up.

A lot of preconceived ideas were smashed and the
following are very brief comments on each of the cars.
Further comments are in July's issue of 'Classic Cars’,

1966 Lotus Cortina

| must say that this was a big disappointment, not
living up to it's reputation. The engine was very flat
with poor torque and acceleration. One of the
problems was that the rev-counter was over reading
by about 3,000 rp.m. It's very difficuit to drive
someone elses pride and joy and think about going
faster with the needle sitting on the red line! Mind you
the engine did run very quietly at an indicated 7000
r.p.m. ’
The Lotus was a large car, very roomy inside and
brought back many memories of my Mk ll Cortina.
1965 Mini Cooper 'S’

Again the car had a reputation to live up to. Handling
and acceleration were very good, helped along by an
optimistic speedo, indicating corners at 70 - 80 m.p.h.,
much to the consternation of the Co driver. "The
cockpit was very roomy, but had to be to
accommodate such a large steering wheel”. The ride
was very hard and noisy.

1970 Volvo 131

The least said about this car the better, not being able
to find anything that | liked about it. Volvos were big
even in those days. | think | summed it up as “Horribie”,
1966 Renault R8 Gordini

This proved to be a bit of a surprise, handling
remarkably well, although the ride was appalling, my
Co driver being unable to write, it was so bouncy. The
engine revved really well and it was a car that you
could have quite a bit of fun with.
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1966 Sunbeam Rapier Series V

In many ways | found the Rapier to be a large more
up market version of the Vitesse. It cost £221 more.
The engine was very smooth and torquey and the
interior well appointed with a luxuriously veneered
dash. One interesting point was a warning light on the
dash showing when the overdrive was switched in and
out. The car sat on the road well and drove like a small
luxury saloon.

We weren't supposed to discuss our comments with
the owners and so | had to wait until the magazine
was published before | could find out what they
thought of the Vitesse. However it appeared from the
information that | could glean from the other testers,
that the Vitesse's interior trim, engine, ride and
handling were well liked. Being a short driver, | have
my seat fairly far forward. Unfortunately the seat had
stuck in this position which wasn't appreciated by
some of the longer legged drivers. The seats were also
regarded as fairly small (and slippery as I'd polished
them too much) as was the overall size of the cockpit.
Other areas that were not liked were the frameless
door windows, the brakes and a rumble from the
transmission. (I can't afford a new diff!).

At the end of the testing we had to name which of
the cars, given the chance, we would like to drive horme
(excluding our own of course). For me it was the
Sunbeam Rapier, primarily because of it's similarities
to the Vitesse. | wonder if | would have made the same
decision in the early 60's?

The striaght six that all the testers liked

After a late lunch, the photographers wanted some
more photographs. We had already seen them up trees
and laying in ditches trying to get the best shot as
we had travelled around the course. Several mobile
shots were taken with the photographer hanging out
of the sunroof or rear hatch of a Peugot 205. Whilst
driving the Lotus, the photographer waved me
forward so that he could photograph the Lotus's
badge on the front of the car. I don't think the owner
would have been very impressed if he had seen how
close | had had to get.

Which one would

Our next task was to drive our own cars as fast as
we dared around a tight corner to provide the
photographers with some final action shots. The Volvo
nearly came unstuck when a car came the other way
and wasn't spotted until the last minute.

- The day was brought to a very satisfactory conclusion
with tea and scones on the lawns of a very nice
country house where the group photo was to be tken.
It took about 3% hour to move the cars to the
satisfaction of the photographers, ensuring that the
light was in the right place and none of the cars were
in shadows, etc. Still the final photos show that it was
well worth the effort.

With the last of the scones eaten, we all said our
goodbyes and thanked Brian Palmer for a very
interesting and enjoyable day.

As 1 set off home | found myself subconsciously
assessing the Vitesse as | had the other cars. Perhaps
the seats were a little small and the brakes poor.
However 10 miles down the road | was glad to be back
in my Vitesse, and hoped that | had upheld the
reputation of the Triumph Vitesse.

At speed with the Lotus driver!

you have chosen?

Vitesse Mini Cooper lLotus Renauit R8 Sunbeam Volvo 131

1600 s’ Cortina MKI  Gordini Rapier V
Engine 6 Cyl 4 Cyl 4 Cyl 4 Cyl 4 Cyl 4 Cyl
Capacity 1,596cc 1,275cc 1,558cc 1,108cc 1,725cc 1,780cc
Power 70 bhp 76 bhp 105 bhp 95 bhp 85 bhp 85 bhp
Top Speed 88.8 mph 96.8 mph 108 mph 106 mph 95 mph 90 mph
0-60 mph 17.6 sec(? 10.9 sec 10.1 sec 12.3 sec 14.1 sec 14.7 sec
Fuel Consumption 25.1 mpg 29.9 mpg 21.3 mpg 25 mpg 21.5 mpg 24 mpg
Price new £758 £778 £1,007 £983 £979 £1,047
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CLUB SERVICES 1990

TSSC OFFICERS 1990

CLuBOFFICE

The following services are available
from the Club Offices

TSSC MEMBERSHIP
£24.00 UK £25.00 EUROPE £28.00 OVERSEAS
RENEWALS
£22.00 UK £25.00 EUROPE £28.00 OVERSEAS
TSSC REGALIA - MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK

121B St Mary's Road,
Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7DT

Telephone (0858) 434424
FAX (0858) 431936

TSSC SPECIAL OFFERS
Telephone 0858 467710

Tssc INSURANCE
QUOTATIONS - FOOTMAN JAMES & CO
TEL: 021 561 4196 (TSSC Insurance)

VALUATION SERVICE — PAM GRIFFITHS
TEL: 0245 443152

Tssc HANDBOOK

JONTY WILD — 121 St Mary's Road,
Market Harborough LE16 7DT 0858 434424

Tssc VIDEO LIBRARY

STEVE LOVE - 19 Roughmoor Cresent,
Taunton, Somerset TA11EU 0823 333212

Tssc SpeEciAL OFFERS

TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB 121 St Mary's
Rd, Market Harborough Leics LE16 7DT

R AC SCcHEME

TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB - 121B St
Mary's Rd, Market Harborough LE16 7DT

M acazINE Copy DATE

All magazine material must be received by the
15th of the month prior to month of publication

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE — Last date by which
copy can be included in the publication,
assuming space is still available. Always try and
work well in advance to the deadline.
TSSC PO BOX 28 Market Harborough LE16 7FX
- TEL 0858 462578 FAX 0858 431936

Tssc ACCOUNTS

BILL SUNDERLAND CLUB MANAGER —
Send to Club Office Market Harborough

Technical 4 Cylinder:

Carl Heinlein Holly Corner, Willow Park, Croespenmaen,
Newbridge, Gwent NP2 1XX
Tel: (0495) 247798 between 6-7pm

Technical 6 Cylinder:

Peter Gidden Flat 4, 23 Manor Park, London SE13 5QZ
Telephone 081 463 0357

Herald 948/1200

Chris Longhurst 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage,
Oxon OX12 7PT Telephone N/A

Herald 13/60

Dave Beardsley 12 Falstone Green, Wigmore Park,
Luton Beds LU2 9TT Tel: (0582) 416684

Spitfire MkI/II/III

Nick Lord 16 Saddington Rd, Smeeton Westerby,
Leics. LE8 0QS Tel: (0533) 792810

Spitfire MkIV/1500

John Thomason 154 Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett,
Camberley, Surrey GU16 6DS Tel: N/A

Vitesse 1600/Mkl/II

Andy Bonner 47 Brambly's Close, Basingstoke, Hants
RG21 1UP Telephone N/A
GT6 I/1I/1

TB.A.

Bond

Peter Jacklin 76 Five Arches, Orton Wistow,
Peterborough PE2 OFQ

= Telephone (0733) 232818
Specials

Dennis Graves 13 Austin Close Irchester;
Northamptonshire NN9 7AX
Telephone (0933) 313166

Trevor Collett 14 Lodge Road, Fetcham, Surrey
KT22 9QY Tel: (0372) 376661

Amphicar

David Chapman 5, Sheringham Rd, Worcester WR5 3RA
Telephone (0905) 763192

Competition Secretaries

T. Lindsay-Dean 42 Gladstone Ave, Feltham, Middx
TW14 9LL Telephone 081 890 6777

N. Sleightholm 45 Chellew Road, Tregolls, Truro,
Cornwall TR1 1LR Tel: (0872 71361

International Liaison

Leon Guyot 5 Kenilworth Ave, Wimbledon, London

SW19 7LN  Telephone 081 947 7659
Events & Equipment
Jonty Wild 121B St Mary’'s Road Market Harborough
Leics LE16 7DT Telephone (0858) 434424

Archivist & Librarian

Mike Costigan 'Dumble Rise’ 38 Ridgeway, Southwell,
Notts NG25 ODU
Telephone (0636) 814050

Show Car Register

Dennis Benson 'Courier Cottage, 78 Barley Mow Ln,

- Catshill, Worcs B61 OLP Tel: (0527) 77059
Area Liaison

Mike Crewes 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot,
Berks SL5 8EM Tel: (0344) 885541
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Tel: (0462)
456315

All these products and

much much more can be
selected from the TSSC Offers
brochure, Check it out!




