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Save a Classic

/A\fter a very successful AGM, an intresting point was raised regarding saving old Triumphs.
The floor felt that we should encourage members to inform others of dying Triumphs and
to that end from next month we will run a section within the Classified named ‘Save a
Triumph’. Anybody wishing to give or sell a TSSC car up to a maximum of £100.00 can
place their advert FREE in this section - even if you know where a Club car is languishing
and can get permission for its removal, we will do the rest.

With this edition of The Courier you will find the new TSSC OFFERS/REGALIA brochure,
and for the first time, a separate price list. This edition has been very expensive to produce
so please look after it. Orders placed will automatically receive a replacement Price List
with their order, and any updates on prices will be mailed to you throughout the year.
All the new Regalia lines are now on show, and a vastly expanded TSSC Offers range.

Please support this brochure wherever possible.

Before this years AGM we held an Area Organisers’ Seminar and many Areas were
represented. A very positive drive was sought for more members to attend Area meetings.
As a Club we devote many pages a month (more than any other Club) to Area News, and
their hard work could be better rewarded if more members attended their meetings. If
you are a new member, have a look at the Directory in the Area News Review and take
a look at your Local Area. Much can be gained from attending local meeting from camaraderie
to helping the running of your Triumph.

Apologies for some of the typographical mistakes in last months Courier. Unfortunately,
things didn’t work out with our new typesetter and our usual, trusty brigade are holding
the fort again for the moment.

Soft top owners enjoy this glorious Spring - get those tops down!!

,f'\.
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"TALE OF A SOFT-TOPPED DRIVER"

Did any of you see the articie in the March 3rd Guardian entitled
"Tale of a soft-topped driver”?

It was all about this guy, "seduced by the prospect of care-free
soft-topped, motoring” who went out and bought for £3000 a MGB
Roadster. As an eager new enthusiast, he joined the MG Owners
Club, bought a lapel badge, subscribed to a Classic Car Monthly and
bought a pair of MG boxer shorts!

On his first Club outing the MG broke down. The week after the
battery went flat. That is serious with an MGB because they are
positioned in such a stupid place that if you're not careful getting
them out, you end up pouring acid over your feet as he found out!
Next the jacking point failed crumpling into a rusty sill, followed
by worst still, an engine seizure!

His friends got fed up always pushing it, the interior was
permanently musty and a bath plug had to be fitted to the
passenger footwell. "His girlfriemnd ran off with a Ford Fiesta
owner from Cornwall”.

He concludes that MG's are not meant to be driven. He warns
fellow readers not to be tempted but to realise they are "dismally
slow, cramped, irritating and expensive to run?,

Oh dear....you couldn’t get much more damning than that!

The moral of this story:-

Never buy an MG, until you have

experienced real motoring in a Triumph

Obviously, we have a public duty to warn fellow beings, who may
also be in danger of being misiead by the hype surrounding the
MG name!

INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION DOCUMENT

This month you'll find our newly designed VR form enclosed with
your Courier, which is much simpler to complete especially as it
provides helpful, clear illustrations to assist you.
If we can get everyone to complete a form for each one of their
cars, we will have a perfect register as at the end of June. This
will be of significant current and historical value.
I see there’s even the chance of winning £50, so please do spare
a little time to support this fact finding exercise.

CAR VALUES

A lot has been said about Classic Car values recently which in its
own way has added to the upward momentum. This upward
movement does not necessarily apply across the board. The
greatest increases appear to have been seen in the following
categories in the order shown:

[0} Original "Works” cars, driven by famous names with
well documented history.

(i) Original, in first class
order, (particularly one owner cars with original bill sale etc.).

(i) Well restored cars that maintain their originality as far as
possible.

low mileage, known history cars

At the other end of the scale, rougher examples of classic cars,
particularly those that have been messed about with, generally
do not create market interest or reflect the same percentage
increases.

There are signs however, that values are flattening out even

amongst the most desirable cars
described in the sections above,
as the Government's tight
monetary policies take effect.
Last year Dealers were rushing
over themselves to buy "vogue’”
cars in the upward market but
now find themselves with too
many cars and not enough
buyers. As such prices have
hardened.

We have done our bit of market
testing by trying to sell our GT6.
Pam uses this as her car, but has
found it increasingly difficult to
transport the two kids around
now that they are 6 and 8. So
very reluctantly we decided to
sell it. To get a feel for what was
happening to values | decided to
enter it for auction at ADT
Blackbushe in early March.
Nearly all the cars only achieved
bids well under the estimates
and | suspect a number weren't
sold at all. The GT6 didn't sell
either, notwithstanding the
auctioneer confidently telling me
it would sell between £7500 and
£9000 and another trader
£10000. As the car is very
original, low mileage with known
history and unrestored, this was
perhaps surprising, but supports
the view that the market is
stagnating and that prices have
levelled out.

However, we have taken the
opportunity to revise Club values
again after liaising with the
Marque Register Secretaries to
ensure our values are realistic
and that cars are not under-
valued for Club insurance
purposes. These are shown in
the table. If you need a
revaluation form please do
contact the TSSC office.

|
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Car Values April 1990

Body Prod
Triumph Herald sal 1959-61
Triumph Herald fhe 1959-61
Triumph Heraid dhc 1960-61
Triumph Herald "S” sal 1961-64
Triumph Herald 1200 sal 1961-70¢
Triumph Herald 1200 fhe 1961-64
Triumph Herald 1200 dhc 1961-67
Trivmph Courier Van  van 1961-64
Triumph Herald 1200  est 1961-67
Triumph Herald 12/50  sal 1963-67
Triumph Herald 13760  sal 1967-71
Triumph Herald 13/60 dhc 1967-71
Triumph Herald 13/60  est 1967-71
Triumph Spitfire 4 sp 1969-64
Triumph Spitfire 1l sp 1965-67
Triumph Spitfire It sp 1967-70
Triumph Spitfire 1V sp 1970-74
Triumph Spitfire 1500 sp 1975-78
Triwmph Spitfire 1500 sp 1979-81
Triumph GT6 Ml fhe 1966-68
Triumph GT6 MKl fhe 1968-70
Triumph GT6 MklIl fhe 1970-73
Triumph Vitesse 1600 sal 1962-66
Triumph Vitesse 1600 con 1962-66
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkl sal 1966-68
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkl con 1966-68
Triumph Vitesse 9L MKl sal 1968-71
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkl con 1968-71
Bond GT 2+¢ 1963-64
Bond GT4S 1964-67
Bond GT4S 1300 1967-70
Bond Equipe 2L sal 1967-70
Bond Equipe 2L conv 1968-70
Amphicar 1960-63

CC/Cyls Concours  Cond. 1 Cond. 2 Cond.3
948/4 1600 800 600 250
94874 2400 1900 900 400
94874 3000 1500 1100 450
948/4 1600 800 600 250
114774 2990 1100 800 300
114774 2800 1400 1000 400
114774 3400 2000 1200 500
1147/4 2600 1300 900 350
1147/4 ~ 2600 1300 900 350
114774 2600 1400 900 400
199674 2800 1500 1000 400
1996/4 4000 2500 1400 500
1996/4 3000 1500 1000 400
114774 4000 2300 1400 500
1147/4 4500 2600 1500 500
199674 5500 3000 1750 600
129674 4750 2700 1500 500
149374 5250 3000 1750 600
1493/4 6500 3800 2200 800
1998/6 7000 3000 1800 500
1998/6 7500 4000 2200 750
1998/6 10000 5000 2500 1000
1596/6 4600 2200 1100 400
1596/6 5000 2500 1400 600
1998/6 4600 2200 1100 500
1998/6 5000 2600 1400 700
1998/6 5000 2600 1400 700
199876 7000 3500 1900 800
114774 3000 1500 900 450
1147/4 3000 1500 900 450

1996/4 3200 1700 950 500
1998/6 3300 1800 1100 550
199876 3600 2000 1200 600
1147/4 8000 4000 2000 1000

N.B. - Definitions {i.e. A1, A2,

etc.) as per Valuation Form.

- Original, low mileage, one owner, known history cars, will aiways attract
higher vaiue than restored examples.
- Values above are averages.

The following photograph is of
Tony Ison's superb Vitesse Mkl
Saloon. | think its fair to say this
is one of my favourite models in
the Club and this car certainly
looks very straight and original.

ANNUAL GENERAIL MEETING/
AREA ORGANISERS SEMINAR

As you will know the Clubs AGM
was held down in Lyndhurst
hosted by the Wessex Area who
did a super job for us. We had a
very useful day and a good
number of members turned up

to support. The Area Organisers
Seminar was also very
worthwhile. Do ask your Area
Organiser about it when you
attend your next monthly
meeting. Venues and dates of
these local meetings are
contained in the Area News
Review. Alternatively, telephone
your Area Organiser for details
of your local meeting. He is keen
to hear from you now!

QUESTIONNAIRE

Finally, a tremendous big thank
you to all those of you who have
taken the trouble to fill out last
month's Questionnaire. They
have been literally flooding into
the office. At the time of writing
this, we haven't really done any
serious collation but are very
encouraged by the number of
you who have indicated a
willingness to donate funds
towards the Club premises.
Thank you again for your support.
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Windscreen Seals
I have investigated the possibility of the remanufacture of

windscreen seals for the Triumph Herald 984 coupe and con-
vertible. These seals have been unavailable for some time and
differ from later seals in that they use a large stainless steel
finishing strip.

I have now obtained a quotation for the seals and need to
gain some prospective buyers before | can order a batch. |
would be grateful if you would mention this in your Club
magazine together with my phone number and address so
interested owners can contact/write to me to put their
names down on a list. As the minimum batch | can order is
20, the cost per seal is rather high and | would expect the
final price inc. VAT and P&P to be about £40. | realise that
this is expensive, but was reminded by the manufacturer
(Paul Beck Vintage Supplies) that Aston Martin seals cost
about £270 which makes mine sound positively cheap!
The finished seals will be in rubber and cured around a former
the exact shape of the windscreen so the finished item should
be as perfect as an original.

Although the seal will be ideal for a front screen, | believe that
with minimal modification it will also fit a coupe rear screen.
I certainly intend to do this for my coupe when the time
comes.

When | have obtained enough names, (assuming | do), | will
order the seals. | have been told that they should be available
to me about 7 weeks later and therefore available to my
customers immediately after that upon receipt of their order
and payment. No payment is necessary now but to give
myself some guarantees, the first 16 to offer a £5 deposit
will be the first in the list.

Each seal will be supplied with fitting instructions from an
original workshop manual which contains detailed informa-
tion on how to fit the seal including a diagram of a tool to
fit the finishing strip.

I would like to emphasize that | am not running a company
nor will | make any profit from this exercise but am primari-
ly doing this to provide x;nyself with these seals.

I hope you will help me in this venture and who knows - screen
seals today, 1/4 light seals tomorrow!

J. Phillips 76 [Langham Gardens Ealing, London, W13 8PZ. (01)998 0388

P The COlLIRIER

Notice to all Racing Drivers & Spectators:-
"Please note Mallory 15th April has
been cancelled. Regulations for the rest
of the series have not been issued yet
& I will contact everybody concerned as
soon as Regulations are available to me.

First Race will be 29th April, Snetterton.

RECRUITMENT DRIVE - 1990

| hope members won't be too disappointed
to find that no new leaflets are enclosed with
this Courier as previously promised. This is
due to the late redesign of the forms, this
together with other TSSC commitments
have forced us to hold over the launch of this
years Recruitment Drive to next month.
Watchout for next months packed Courier.

CLUB TRIUMPH EASTERN
Club Triumph Eastern deserve to be con-
gratulated for reaching their 30th year, they
have invited TSSC to join them in their official
celebrations, details are on the Whats On
Next page of this Courier.

WHATS ON NEXT

Breathe deeply and relax, April is the last of
the TSSC's slack months, after this month ail
hell breaks loose with events taking place
right, left and centre. So take advantage of
this month and get those cars ready for the
'season’ proper.

From our point of view there are only two
important events in April the new show at
Olympia called CLASSIC CARS WORLD and
takes place on Sat, Sun & Mon 14, 15 & 16,
this show should be well worth seeing, but
my tip is go by train the underground station
is right outside and parking is pricey.

The other show which is also indoor and is
lor the same dates as above THE COLLEC-
TORS CAR SPECTACULAR, Bingley Hall,
Staffordshire Showground, Stafford.

To have some advance warning of the
events in MAY read the following list.
Sat/Sun/Mon 5, 6 & 7 - The INTERNATIONAL
CLASSIC & SPORTSCAR SHOW, NEC (Na-
tional Exhibition Centre), Birmingham.

TSSC organised events include :-

Sat/Sun 12 & 13 - SEM 90 (South of England
Meet), Leatherhead Leisure Centre, Guildford
Rd. Leatherhead, Surrey. Mike Crewes,
0344-885541.

Sat/Sun 19 & 20 - TSSC IT'S A KNOCKOUT,
Rushmore Arena, Aldershot, Hants.

Sat/Sun 5 & 6 - The ISLLE OF WIGHT CAMPING
WEEKEND, Appeldurcombe Holiday Centre,
Roxal, Isle of Wight. Jason Hawkins,
0983-402757.

Lastly our friends at CLUB TRIUMPH EASTERN
have informed us of two events that they are
holding and have extended us an invitation to at-
tend. The first in the '‘Good Friday Triumph
Meeting’ at the Polhill Arms, Halstead, Kent (ap-
prox 2m off M25 Jn 4 on to A224). The second
is an event being held to celebrate their 30th an-
niversary, this takes place between the 5th & 7th
of May at the Crest Hotel Coventry - details from
Stewart Hurrell 0787-282176.

Over the years, you have all, at some time had cause to complete an
International Vehicle Registration Form (IVR), but have you ever wondered why?

Primarily, as a Club whose main aim is to preserve cars, it must know how
many and of what type of cars it purports fo be preserving.

Therefore, the Club has decided fo conduct a census of memibers cars. The
procedure is very simple, complete the form accompanying this Courier and
return it to the Club Office by June 30th. The form has been redesigned, lboth
fo contain more information and to be easier to complete. Instructions are
printed on the reverse but, should you encounter any difficulty, please feel
free to contact the appropriate Register Secretary.

If you have more than one car, either photocopy the form supplied, contact
the Club Office or ask your Area Organiser.

To add a litfle spice 1o the exercise we will make a draw from ali the forms
returned by the closing date. The winner will receive £50 in Club Vouchers.

Even if only for historic reasons we must maintain accurate records. However,
the Registers serve many more uses. With accurate information at hand the
Club can advise, inform and perhaps even direct Manufacturers and Traders
into supplying the kinds of equipment and materials which are actually
needed by the members. As an example, we all know that Spitfire moulded
carpets are now produced, Herald and Vitesse sets will hopefully come next,
but in what colour?

We know that many lucky members have more than one car, but on
average, how many do they have? And do Vitesse drivers only drive Vitesses.

The completion of the form can help the Register Secretaries identify
interesting cars. Over the years, cars have been found, the significance of
which, even the owners were unaware.

Finally, and some would agree most importantly, if we know how the Club
is made up, we can focus our attention fo the needs of the members, so
please spend a litfle fime and complete the form, if will take you no more
than 15 minutes and you could win £50 in Club vouchers. o2

DAVE BEARDSLEY - 13/60 Register Secretary
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SUSPENSION: There is no specific Construction
and Use offence regarding suspension. If it is fitted,
then it should work as it was designed to. Virtually
all cars on the road today (except Veterans) have
suspension. If it is maintained and adjusted
correctly, then there is no problem. If the vehicle
has been neglected, as some of our cars have been
in the past, then the suspension may need
attention. The suspension includes all springs,
dampers and bushes.

The maintenance requirement is under Reg 100
Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations
1986. It states: A motor vehicle, every trailer
drawn thereby and all parts and accessories of
such vehicle and trailer shall at all times be in such
condition that no danger is caused to any person
in or on the vehicle or trailer on a road.

BRAKES: Under Reg 18 Road Vehicle
(Construction and Use) Regulations 1986: every
part of every braking system and of the means
of operation thereof fitted to a motor vehicle or
trailer shall at all times while the vehicle or trailer
is used on a road be maintained in good and
efficient working order and be properiy adjusted.

It matters not how many braking systems are
fitted, each one has to work correctly and be
correctly adjusted. This includes brake fluid. Due
to the attraction brake fiuid has for moisture your
brake fluid may not do the job properly. If it is two
years old there may be so much moisture in the
fluid that when it is heated by the brakes it boils
and you end up with no brakes. Most motor
manufacturers recommend a complete fluid
change after 18 months. Fluid seals alsc perish and
should be changed regularly. It is too late to change
fluid or seals once the brakes have failed.

One final thought on brake fluid. Always use a new
can of fluid for every change. The moisture in the
air space inside the can will contaminate the fluid.

B™E T Y IS

This month I bring you some more bits and pieces
of Construction and Use.

Why put in fluid which may contain more moisture
than that which was taken out? Fluid does not mix
in the system so that the oldest fluid is always
nearest the brake cylinders.

STEERING: Reg 29 Road Vehicles (Construction
and Use) Regulations 1986 states: All steering gear
fitted to a motor vehicle shall at all times while the
vehicle is used on a road be maintained in good and
efficient working order and be properly adjusted.

This means no play anywhere and no stiffness
either. Our cars are prone to perishing of the rack
clamp bushes. Check these regularly. Engine oil
assists the perishing action and guess where they
are fitted? VYes, you got it, on the front
crossrnember under the engine. Rack movement
sidewiys can easily be seen if sormeone moves the
steering wheel from side to side. Keep trunnions
well oiled as well.

If you have any queries or topics on Road Traffic
Law why not contact me, Mike Crewes, 112
Blackmore Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire SLS
8EN with a stamped addressed envelope,
remember help is only 30 pence away.

‘ \‘\\ @ // _
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N TRIGMFT SPORTS

FAX
0858 31936

COURIER MAGAZINE

I HIS month’s feature car is a white 1969 Mark Il Convertible owned by Peter
Hart. No other details are given except that Peter has said that it is not for sale!

Nothing much to report this month, | am writing this awaiting the imminent arrival of our second child
and finding it hard to concentrate on Club matters.

Some gremilins crept into last month's article. The
following corrections apply:

Page 14 column 1 para.1 should read - "The few
sets etc”, column 2 para. 3 - "you must allow ap-
prox .963 cc etc”

Page 15 para. 2 - "fairly costly modification etc”
"at around £3 each”.

Apologies to the typesetters for having to

decipher my handwriting.
(See note in Editorial)

For those of you who's appetite has been whetted
by the recent articles on historic rallying both in
the Courier and in the National Classic Car press
I am listing a programme of events for the rest
of 1990.

If you are interested in the activities of the Historic
Rally Car Register, contact the Membership
Secretary: Alison Woolley, Tibberton Court,
Tibberton, Gloucester, GL19 3AF.

April 14th

Chester MC Classic Rally over Easter weekend. Night regularity sections
and day ‘extended’ autotests. Details from: W. Harris, 6 Needham Drive,
Hartford, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 1RW.

May 7th

Sixties Cars Rallye Bristowe. Road rally, daylight 12 hours in the West
Country, regularity and ‘extended’ autotests, over 100 entries already.
Tel: Paul Lewis 0272 423021 2.

May 27th

Norwich Union Classic Run. Mobile traffic jam. Details from RAC MSA
on 0756 681736 3

June 3rd

Dorset Echo Channon Navigational Tour. Daylight relaxed regularity
run. Tel: Bob Blackstock 0308 25290

June 16th-23rd

Pirelli Classic Marathon. Tel: 0892 24746

June 30th

Claret and Classics Bordeaux run. Tel: 0823 333127

July 28th-29th

Telford MC stage rally in wooded town park in south Shropshire.
Scrutineering, grand social Sat. Ten tarmac stages; limit to 100 entries.
August 2nd-4th

Belgian round of the FIA Historic Rally Championship. Martin Jubb is
the UK o-ordinator. Further details from 0272 425779

August 12th (provisional}

Coronation Rally, Pembrey. Details: Jeremy Dickson on 0633 264742
August 25th

Droy's Court Autotest and Bar-B-Que

September 1st

Port Talbot MC Tour of Wales

September 29th

Circuit of Ireland Retrospective. Ulster AC Ltd. 3 Botanic Avenue,
Belfast. Tel: 0232 321607

Ruda Exmoor Classic. Social weekend with autotests and treasure hunt.
Free accommodation. Recommended.

October 20th

Targa Rusticana. Revival of traditional sixties night road rally, expert
navigators needed. Details later.

November 25th

RAC Support event, possibly in Weston Park again.

WANTED -1 am stilt looking for an extractor exhaust manifold to fit the
1600/2000 Mkl engine. | have for exchange a brand new Stanpart Spitfire
Mk 4/1500 radiator, a pair of brand new Stanpart rear brake drums to
fit Vitesse/GT6 and a secondhand Mk2 rear suspension. If none of these
are what you are looking for, | can even pay cash! Please contact me
if you can help, also Magazines, Standard Triumph Review 1963
onwards and Highroad 1967 to 1974 approximately. Please contact me
- address at the back of the Courier.

Final reminder, if the guy who bought my old Mk2 before Christmas
does not contact me to arrange collection of his spare bonnet [ will have
to clear it from my garage

P.S. Ref.1720 overbore on 1600 block. Just heard one
engine recently modified has gone into waterway on
No. 2 bore. If you are unlucky enough for this to
happen to you it will be necessary to sleeve the block.
I am currently looking into this. e

P.P.S. - Ithink a certain Spitfire Register Secretary
has played an April Fool regarding the above (ED)
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SECRETAR

LEON F GUYOT

I have just returned from the Club’s AGM down in Lyndhurst, a somewhat dry,
but nonetheless important point in the Club calendar, and it was nice to see
so many Club Area Organisers etc., showing an interest in the running of their
Club. Since my last report on the International survey of Triumph Clubs, in the
January magazine, | have had some more replies to the first batch of question-
naires, and some replies to the second abbreviated questionnaires. | have now

heard from the following:

Miami Valley Triumphs (Kettering, Ohio, USA)
SAAR ew.
way Spitfire Autoclub Austria
Schweiz Triumph Stag Club Switzerland
und Vitesse Club

Triumph Cars Club of Finland
Spitfire Club Saar-Saarbrucken e.v.
T.R. 1.G. Sudwest (German TR Club)
Dansk Triumph Automobilkiub
Triumph Spitfire Club (Holland)

Triumph Spitfire Club
TR Register Nor-
Triumph Spitfire Club
Swiss Triumph Herald

Club Triumph Holland

Thank you all for replying and thanks especially for the excellent magazines which some
of you were kind enough to send, parts of which may eventually find their way into this

column, should | run out of other copy.

Just two surveys have been returned undelivered,
one sent to the Triumph TR Interessenge-
meinschaft (TR 1.G.Sudwest), at an old address
marked simply "Unbekannt”, and the other to the
Triumph TR7 Fan Club of Basel, Switzerland, mark-
ed with the rather longer "Vor Jahren
Abergereist, Neue Adressangaben Nicht Mehr
Vorhanden”, don't bother to send me your transila-
tions please!

| am today sending another survey form out to our
latest notified Club, the Triumph Classic Owners
Club, at Kilmacud, Dublin, Eire.

I must now assume that the Triumph Clubs which
have not so far bothered to reply to either of my
surveys are obviously not interested in further-
ing the Triumph cause and have no intention to ex-
pand the services offered to their ciub members,
as we in the TSSC constantly strive to, there are
of course other possible reasons, but this is not
the place to concern ourselves with them.

The very latest reply came through just this mor-
ning (5th March) from the Swiss Triumph Heraid
und Vitesse Club - now that's an idea after my own
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Heart!, (sorry Spitfire owners, | can't help it).
Hans Wartmann of this Club wrote me a very nice
letter and included a copy of their very professional
looking magazine 'HERVI' (Herald-Vitesse). He in-
cluded some 'Gruppenfoto’ of Club members and
their cars, children and dog, (hund), from which you
can see that these European friends of ours are
every bit as fond of their cars as we are of ours.
My German is not great, but | gather this is their
4th magazine, and the November 1989 issue, in
which they reported on the Beaulieu autojumble
and various country runs around their part of
Europe, along with some technical items. In the
back of the magazine is an advert for John Kipp-
ing and for the TSSC. Their next magazine comes
out in May 1990, I look forward to seeing it.

A point of interest for our 13/60 Register
Secretary is the Herald 13/60 Convertible shown
in the photos as TU:TRb4, Commission No.
GE77982CV, ex Mrs. Watson of North Benfleet,
Essex, previously registered HMM471K, now
receiving plenty of T.LL..C. from its new family in
Switzerland.

Hans tells me that they have 25 members in
Switzerland/Germany, this is a bi-national club and
many are also TSSC members.

Most cars are Convertibles, the Saloons and Vans
have long since bitten the proverbial dust (shame).
Their Club is very family orientated, everyone help-
ing everyone else, just like a TSSC area.

They do say, however, that they would like to see
reproduced car parts sold by the TSSC in the
Courier, such as; Herald mudflaps, front valances
(don't we all), inner wheelarches, Vitesse bumpers,
wheeltrims, front grills, Solex Carb rebuild kits etc.
Well, | can only say that as a Club, we have in the
past, unsuccessfully tried to get involved with
parts, but from experience, we find it much more
successful to use our influence to persuade, cajole
and give maximum support to our specialist
traders and other enterprising companies to
reproduce/market items presently unavailable.
What a great pity that MG Heritage, (BL Heritage
- no apology), don't start reproducing Triumph
parts instead of just MG parts - we can't live on
empty promises forever!

Hans is concerned at receiving inferior pattern
parts from traders advertising in the Courier, he
says that he would like TSSC officers to check the
quality of parts sold by such traders - well Hans,
we already do this, all the committee members run
Club cars and buy parts from the traders for their
cars, and if any of the traders give a poor service,
rest assured Bill Sunderland soon hears about it.
As for the parts etc., sold through TSSC Special
Offers, Jonty puts a great deal of effort into vet-
ting every single item that he sells to Club
members, and remember that purchases from
Special Offers helps the Club to further improve
services to Club members everywhere.

As Hans points out, you can get all parts for Mor-
ris Minors, (whatever they are), but | must point
out that over one million Minors were made, and
only around 200,000 of the more exclusive and
desirabie Heralds and Vitesses were built.

A list of TSSC International representatives (but
not other Clubs) will in due course be appearing in
the Courier, but this month, time and space has
beaten me once again.

One last thing Hans, and indeed all International
members - if you are considering coming to England
this summer, | can only recommend that you do
your very best to make the International Meeting
at Stafford in August, and because this year the
excellent Leicester meet is the previous weekend,
you could come over for both events and stay the
week in England.

NB. John Kipping is in between Leicester and
Stafford.

Drive carefully, enjoy your cars and see you soon
- Best Wishes Leon, o=

G

Elfie Staetet rnit Hilfe Helmuts zeigefinger den Herald.
Christians blick spricht bénde

Gruppenfoto auf dem kandel Bei Dichtem Nebel, von links
nach rechts; Helmut, Hans, Ania, Eifi, Kurt, Claudia, Ivan,
Christian, Petra mit Tobias, Thomas

Vier Kinder, ein hund, zehn erwachsene erlefiton einen
schénen und germttlichen ausflug

STOP PRESS INTERNATIONAL STOP PRESS

Triumph Sports Six Club - Belgium

Are holding a meeting at MECHELEN, BELGIUM ON
Saturday 21st April 1990 at 2.30pm (local time), the
venue is to be the TAVERNE L'AMITIE, Grote Markt
16, Mechelen.

This is an easy to find pub in the centre of Mechelen,
in which they have booked a room on the second
floor for a quiet talk. All Belgium members have
been invited and any other TSSC members. This is
the start of the new ‘active’ TSSC Belgium for 1990,
run by four enthusiastic Belgian TSSC members:
Claude Buntix, Luo Noville, Stephane Vandendijk and
Gilbert Wertz. Much is going to happen in Belgium.
N.B. MECHELN (MALINES) is approx half way bet-
ween Brussel and Antwerpen on the A1/E10.
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CAMBRIDGE TRIUMPH SPARES

Next to SHORTS COTTAGES 16FT. BANK MOUNT PLEASENT FARM CHATTERIS CAMBS PE16 6XN

APRILS SPECIAL OFFERS - ALL PARTS BRAND NEW

CHROME & FITTINGS — HER/VITESSE

Bonnet Catch All Models ............. £18.00
Boot "T” Handle Complete ........... £9.95
Boot "T” Handle Barrel ................. £3.95
Outside Door Handle Barrel .......... £3.95
Window Winder Handle ................. £3.50
Inside Opening Handle .................. £3.50
Bonnet Locks (PAIR) ..................... £9.50
Wiper Blades Stainless .................. £5.00
Wiper Arms Chrome/Stainless ....... £5.95
Her/Vit Original Mirrors ................ £13.90
Petrol Cap Chrome .............ccc.vvueee. £3.95
Boot Hinges (Pairs) ...................... £15.00

CHROME & FITTINGS —
Spit IV/1500 GT6 Il

Boot/Tailgate Locks ..........ccccce... £14.00
"Le-Mans” locking Petrol Cap

Spitfire only ..o £12.50
Original Door Mirrors Blk or Chrome £9.50
Inside Door Handle ...................... £14.90
Inside Handle Repair Kit ................ £6.90
Outside Handle Repair Kit ............. £2.95
Stainless Wiper Blades .................. £5.40
Wiper Wheel Boxes INC nut .......... £8.00
Window Winder Handle ................. £3.90
Matched Pair Doorlocks ................. £9.50
Bonnet Locks (PAIR) .........c.oooove. £9.50
Chrome Wheelnuts (each) ............. £1.50
ENGINE & COOLING —
4 Cylinder Core Plug set ................. 8.50
6 Cylinder Core Plug set ............... £9.50
Water Pump Her/Spit ................... £18.50
Cooling Fan Her/Spit ..................... £7.50

HEATER HOSE SETS —

Spitfire ..oooveeiiiiiii £12.50
GT6 e £14.00
Herald ......coooeiiiiiii, £12.50
VILESSE .viuis vamimonemmoss 555050 mmmnne s £12.90

TRIM & RUBBER SEALS —

Herald/Vitesse
Window Channel .................ovvvvnn. £7.50
Windscreen Seals ..........cccccceeeel £16.00
Draught Excluder from .................. £9.50
Doorglass Weatherseal .................. £7.50
Siderail Seal Convertibles .............. £3.50
Hoods (Original Quality) ............... £75.00
Carpet Sets Superior Quality

Tuffted & Fully Bound .............. £75.00
[5=To 1 2 (1] oo 7= £ (I————— £1.50
Bonnet Stop Cones .............c.ooe. £1.50

SPITFIRE/GT6 TRIM & SEALS —
Door Draught Excluder Spitfire ...... £9.75

Door Draught Excluder GT6 ........ £14.00
DoorGlass Weatherstrip ................. £7.50
Doorglass Furry Strip ..................... £3.50
2-Piece Insert for Screen Seal

& 2 Clips (MKIV & GT6) ............... £25.00
Windscreen Seals ........................ £16.00
GT6 Tailgate Seals ..................... £16.00
Bright Insert for above ................... £6.50
Cover Clip .oooveeeiiiiiiiiceceee .90
Carpet Sets (superior Quality) ...... £65.00
Hoods (Original Quality) ............... £65.00
Pedal Rubbers ..............cccovveeennnn, £1.50

This is only a small sample of our complete range of Spare Parts for
Club Cars we try to stock everything currently available for your Car

FREE 22 PAGE CATALOGUE **** VISA/ACCESS ****

‘
|
AW |

TELEPHONE ORDERS/FAST MAIL ORDER
SERVICE/OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

—

* WORLD WIDE — MAIL ORDER — WORLD WIDE %

STEEL PANELS —

Herald/Vitesse

Front Wing 13/60 ..........cccooeeeennn. £55.00
Front Wheelarch Repair ............... £15.00
Front Footwell/Floor Ribbed ......... £23.00
Front Wing Corner .........cccovvvvnnnn. £9.50
"D” Plate ...cooiiiiiii £7.95
Rear Lower WINg .....ussssees sssssoss £55.00
-Front Lower Valance (F/Glass) ..... £22.00
Original Doorskin ...........cccceee. £19.00
Rear Wing Arch Repair ................ £15.00
Original Rear Valance (Vit) .......... £32.00
Original Rear Valance (Her) ......... £38.00
Rear %2 Valance ................ccou... £16.00

ALL OUTRIGGERS IN STOCK
STEEL PANELS —
Spit IV/1500 GT6 Il

Front Wings ..o, £35.00
Rear Wings .........cccccvviiiiceiiiiiin, £90.00
Boot FIoor .......cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiee ., £36.50
Outer Sill (Original B.L.) .............. £25.00
Outer Sill (Pattern) ....................... £11.95
Full Floorpan .............ccccccceceiii... £29.00
Front Footwell Only ....................... £9.90

ALL OTHER PANELS STOCKED
B

STEERING AND SUSPENSION PARTS

Steering Rack (Exchange) ............ £29.00
Track Rod Ends ..........ccooiviiiieennnn. £4.95
Lower Steering Joint ............c....... £10.50
Vertical Link (State Model) ............ £32.00

Front Wheel Bearing Kit ................ £7.95
Oil Seal and Retainer ................... £1.50
STANPART Trunnion Block/Bushes £13.00
Front Shocker Spax .................... £15.00
Rear Shock Absorber (Shop Soiled) £10.00
Top Ball JOIRY wuummmcrmes swsmessstmmmmnne £7.90

Spax Adjustable Shocks Front ..... £27.50
.. £27.50

Spax Adjustable Shocks Rear

ROTOFLEX REAR SUSPENSION —

Rear Shock Absorber GT6 ........... £16.50
Rear Inner Wishbone Bush ............ £4.90
Rotoflex Couplings inc. Bolts ....... £21.00
(Genuine B.L. WILL LAST!!I)

Rear Shocker Mounting GT6 ....... £12.50
Complete Bush/Spacer Kit ........... £21.00
Rear Spring Eye Bush ................... £4.95
NON ROTOFLEX REAR SUSPENSION —
Driveshafts .......ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiinn £45.00
Wheel Bearing Kits (all seals inc) .. £9.50
Rear Trunnion Kit .sassvessssssssmssssess £2.95
Universal Joints ..........cccoooviinnnnnn. £5.00
Wheelstuds ..........cccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiii, 1.25
Rear Spring Eye Bush .................. £4.95
CLUTCHES —

(Telco, Borg & Beck or LUX 3-Piece)

Spit 1500 (B&B) ... %
Vitesse/GT6 (LUX) ‘
Vitesse/GT6 (B&B)

ALL PRICES PLEASE

ADD POSTAGE AND VAT AT 15%

FAX (03543) 5256

Our telephone number is

TEL: (0354) 34140/34144

EFP¥ The COURIER
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Office o, Unit 1 Mill Street
0592 206439 Kirkcaldy
Parts Depot & ‘C H l C Do l G J' Fife
FAX 0592 640714 ~_ __— Scotland
N
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VISA | &
Em—— NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS
TRIUMPH & MG SPARE PARTS A SPECIALITY
RESTORATION OF ALL CLASSIC SPORTS CARS UNDERTAKEN

CLUB CHASSIS FROM £295.00

NEW SPITFIRE 1500
BONNETS & BOOT LIDS

Front chassis bars (AS ORIGINAL PATTERN) for Herald/Vitesse with brackets £42.50
repair ends £12.50 each Body mounting brackets front £6.50 - centre £7.50 - rear £8.50 ea.
Roof linnings for Equipe - Vitesse - Herald etc made to order.

ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT & CARRIAGE

Special prices for Trade - WATCH OUT FOR THE NEXT BULLETIN

ez CENTRAL SPITFIRES

[NCORPORATING CHASETOWN CAR CRAFT

Special Offers for 1990!

* Re-built Bonnets- spot welded as criginal Spitfire 1500 from £440.00 GT6 Mk3 from £440.00 Herald/Vitesse
from £470.00 - ALL EXCHANGE, or your own bonnet re-built to your requirements. Spitfire4, Mk2, Mk3
and GT6 Mkl and 2 all catered for. Phone for mcre details.

* Herald re-built chassis, All new riggers, blasted and painted, from £280.00 exchange.

* Powder-coated front wishbone sets, includes upper and lower to do both sides of your car all new
nylocs and bushes - £55.00 Exchange.

* All mechanical work undertaken.

* Re-built engines, assembled by US guaranteed by US!

* Gearboxes - supplied and/or fitted by us, from £125.00 exchange.

* Full trimming service using Newton Commerical quality products - Hoods supplied and fitted.

* Re-sprays our speciality, Cellulose or Two pack, part sprays and Valeting!

* ALL Body restoration TOP QUALITY WORK, examples of our work always available for inspection.

* Recovery service from any part of the British Isles!

PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN — Example of prices - (SEVEN DAY SERVICE)
Mk4 Front Wings £34.00 Full Floor Pans £31.00 Mk4 Outer Arch £32.00  ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
Remember our name Central Spitfires - Units 3 and 6 OVERTON FARM, COPPYNOOK LANE,
Telephone 05436 2214 (works) 05436 73401 (eves) HAMMERWICH, WALSALL WEST MIDLANDS

Chris
Longhurst

F IRSTLY apologies to anyone who has written to me and not received a
i

prompt reply. | have just moved house - a wife, 3 children, 3 Heralds and bits
from another 2 take a lot of moving!
My new address is: 30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon OX12 7PT.

948 Coupe
Windscreen Seals

The windscreen seals in
early (248) Herald Coupes
and Convertibles (Pt.No.
802939) differ from
Saloons and 1200’'s
(803334) in that they are
designed to take a wide
finishing strip (802948/
802947 and centre piece
608409). These rubber
strips have been
unavailable for some time.
Jeremy Phillips has obtain-
ed a quotation for seals of
approx. £40 (incl. VAT and
PP). This may seem expen-
sive but as Jeremy points
out, Aston Martin seals
cost £270 so the Herald ar-
ticles are bargains!! The
minimum batch run is 20 so
Jeremy needs a list of pro-
spective buyers so the
first 16 to put down a
deposit of £5 secure the
screen. Write or ’‘phone
Jeremy Phillips (TSSC
87/18202), 76 Langham
Gardens, Ealing, London Jeremy believes that with minimal modification the front seal will fit the rear.

W13 8PZ (01-998-0388). Jeremy is undertaking a restoration of one of the last smooth roofed 948

The Coupe rear seal Coupes. The picture shows the car as purchased in 1987. The car was

(901421) also differs from kept running until mid- 1989 but is now having new wings, valances, boot

the Saloon (803357). floor, chassis outriggers, etc. ==

b ad TR NP P EEY o ¥ § oo o B . @ 8™

948 Coupe - ripe for restoration (photo Jeremy Phillips).
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TRIUMPH SPARES

HERALD VITESSE SPITFIRE GT6

SHOP HOURS — MON to FRI 9.30 - 5.30 SAT 9.00 - 1.00

é TELEFAX 0203 637238
Driving into April

Original Choke Cables for Spitfire IV/1500 & GT6 III RHD or LHD ... £5.00
Herald & Vitesse Gearbox Gaiters .............ococciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, £3.50
Rear Inner Wishbone Bushes - Rotoflex Cars Now ............cccccoeevennn. £5.00
Herald & Spitfire (from 1965) Front Disc Pads Now asbestos free ...... £8.50
F % d ek ke ok ok ok sk ke sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Spitfire 1500 Engines - Built with these NEW parts: Block/Pistons/Followers/Oil
ump/Valves/Guides/Springs/Rocker Shaft/Vandervell Bearings/Big End & Main
Bolts/Head Nuts/Cam Plate/Chain/Tensioner/Gaskets ... also fitted with Tuftrid-
ed Crankshaft and Tuftrided Cam to Spitfire III profile ... £460.00 Exchange

With unleaded head ... oo e v smmons s £545.00 Exchange

Also a wide range of Overdrive Conversion Kits for our cars
- D type or J type

* Prices include VAT post extra

AR

> TRIUMPHZ [ WORLD WIDE
Nus /Ny’ Ny N/ MAIL ORDER SERVICE

l Illustrated Catalogue £2 - Overseas Free ‘
124 ALDERMANS GREEN ROAD COVENTRY CV2 1PP

TELEPHONE 0203 683926

| o o~ Y Y T = et = ) -

DA
TURNAIXOUND PEAK PRINT
S Specialists for 15 years
in monthly A5 magazines
to Clubs and Societies.
* Fixed price for 12 months
(helps with your subs budget).

* NEV,_ER late on delivery.

* From 16 to 100 pages.

* Full typesetting service
with proofs, or your
typed copy.

For more information
contact: MICK PEAK at

3 Ise Vale Avenue, Desborough,

Northants NN14 2PU Tel: (0536) 760725/746334.

—
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Affordable
Agreed Value Car Insurance

For 17 - 94 Year olds

La™ v
_5/201%& Club

EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE CAR INSURANCE

For Insurance advice Telephone Footman James & Co 021 - 561 - 4196



At Last !

Spitfire Moulded
Carpet Sets

We are now able to offer you a
complete set of moulded carpets
for ' Spitfire I,ILIILIV & 1500
models to original factory

specification.

Black sets only are complete
with all pieces including
necessary fitting clips etc.

£98.00 +
£4.00 Carriage
+ VAT

o E

@

BRIVISEE MOTOR
HURITAGE APPROVED

NEWwWTON COMMERCIAL
EASTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LEISTON SUFFOLK IP16 4LL
TEL: 0728 832880

SPITS & PIECES

TRIUMPH SPITFIRES, GT6'S, HERALDS, VITESSE'S NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE.
SPITFIRES BUILT AS A SPECIAIATY. M.0.T'S, RESPRAYS, SERVICING, POSTAL SERVICE.
Unit 9 Bradley Lane Newton Abbot Devon Tel Newton Abbot 51370

o i

Nick Lord

I irst an apology. Would the gentleman who rang me for information on rear
bumper mountings please send me a stamped addressed envelope as your
address, amongst other things, has been eaten by one of our dogs!

I was pleased to receive a number of phone calls concerning wire wheels so obviously some people

are finding these articles useful.

This month I'm including a report on the Fibrepair hardtop conversion, all possible for the price of

£57 10s Od!

It is only a few months away now from shows and events and | would like to meet as many of you
as possible, so don't be afraid to come and say hello. For a reminder, my Spitfire is a red Mk I, Reg.
KAB 293 D. Lets see a good number of your cars out as well. Don't be put off if they’'re not perfect
or got bits missing! They're all important and all have something special about them.

Fibrepair now offer a hardtop conversion to give the

SPITFIRE ITALIANA Triumph Spitfire a fast back in contemporary ltalian idiem

Detachable hardtops have progressed a long way since coming into vogue for sports
cars some five years ago, despite the opinions of die-hards that draughts in winter-
time should be enjoyed, not endured. With the introduction of the Fibrepair hardtop
for the Triumph Spitfire comes a new advance in that the roof is a conversion rather
than an accessory - a conversion which adds immeasurably to comfort in cold weather,

ANDY ROSE

(1 Triumph Cars Specialist

SERVICING — TUNING — CLUTCHES
and all repairs
103 HORSA ROAD, NORTHUMBERLAND HEATH, KENT

Telephone: 0322 338227
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and at the same time substantially alters

Despite this, it should not be imagined that the
hardtop is difficult to install, even though it entails
removal of the bootlid. It is secured by two bolts
and wingnuts on the windscreen rail, and two
spring-clamps behind the doors. With the aid of a
screwdriver the fuel-filler extension is attached,
and on goes the hardtop for the winter. The pro-
cess can take as little as ten minutes.

Good standard of finish and perfect fit are two im-
portant requirements, and in most ways the
Fibrepair top is gquite satisfactory. External finish
is extremely good, and a variety of standard and
non-standard colours is available on the more ex-
pensive versions. Only the De-lLuxe model has a

the car’'s appearance.

head-lining, however (and a roof-light), and without
this the standard finish of matt and grainy glass-
fibre may not be acceptable for everyone, despite
a final colour-spray with flecked plastic paint. The
only detectable fault in fitting was a quarter-inch
gap between the nearside rear wing and the new
bootlid, although this was not enough to admit
rainwater.

Road Advantages

On the road, the hardtop effectively reduced the
Spitfire's pronounced exhaust noise, although
opening a window reminded occupants that the
car was no quieter than any other of this type. Up
to about 70mph it was draught-free, but above this
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speed the side windows began to suck outwards,
admitting a fair amount of cold air. The failing can
be blamed on the car rather than the hardtop,
although the Fibrepair people are investigating the
possibility of fitting a channel on the leading edge
to keep windows in place. Throughout the brief
test the top was rattle-free, which is more than
could be said for the privately-owned car it was
fitted to.

Peculiarities in the car's general behaviour led to
our performance tests being inconclusive. We
were assured that the car was unmodified
(although the air cleaners had been removed from
the carburettors), yet the 0-60mph acceleration
time was no more than 11.5 seconds, some five
seconds faster than standard! Despite this, the
mean maximum speed was only 91.74mph, less
than one mile an hour faster than the Spitfire we
tested in April last year, with the hood erected.
We are prepared to believe the the Fibrepair does
improve the maximum speed, however, as an
allowance, perhaps of one or two mph, should be
made for the wing mirrors at maximum speed. Un-
doubtedly the car was slightly lower-geared on
Dunlop SP tyres, with their reduced rolling cir-
cumference,and this would assist acceleration and
reduce the top speed slightly.

Despite scepticism about rear vision, with the
sharply raked back window, the view did not pro-
ve to be particularly bad. Because the window is
deep the interior mirror gave a complete image of
the road behind, without blind spots, and the wing-
mirrors assisted usefully. Reversing was not so
easy, however, with substantial blind-spots on the
quarters, and lack of vision was experienced when
easing the car into main road traffic from side
turnings.

Interior headroom would be adeguate for most
people, although the very comfortable Fibrepair
seats raise the occupants bi%@@bout an inch, mak-
ing head clearance marginal for taller occupants.
The disadvantage of the low windscreen top-rail
was felt even more keenly, particularly in wet
weather when vision can be directed only through
the wiped area.

Boot capacity is not affected by the conversion,
and in every way the hardtop is a practical item
for those seeking extra comfort. From the ap-
pearance point of view, most opinions were
favourable, although a few people thought that
making a Spitfire look like a Ferrari was something
of a liberty! No one actively disliked the ap-
pearance. As in all things, personal taste sways the
issue.

Prices range from £57 10s for the standard ver-
sion, in Spa White, to £67 for the Super version
with the complete Spitfire colour range, and £82
for the De-l.uxe version described. The paint finish
is sprayed, incidentally, as this is believed to give
better results.

First produced by Sporting Motorist February 1964.

Yl The COURIER
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oPECIAL OFFER-4 WEEKS ONLY !

® TOP QUALITY BLACK PVC HOODING,IMMUNE
TO THE WORST WEATHER

@ GUARANTEED PERFECT FIT

@ SUPPLIED READY TO GO OVER EXISTING
FRAME

® WELDED REAR WINDOWS
@ OVER-WELDED STITCHED SEAMS

OFFERED AT 10%, DISCOUNT THIS MONTH ONLY !

Usual Price 3¢ NOW £10

Postal Orders add 7/3 P.&P. m
ORDER FORM 7o .— CALLERS WELCOME B
CAR HOOD co. Lo
Please supply one hood for a (YEAR)
(MAKE OF CAR)
I enclose cheque/P.O. for £10.7.3 to include Postand Packing.
1f you prefer C.0.D. mark X here | ]
NAME
ADDRESS

ST
----------------------V-“---

HOODS -TONNEAUS - SEATS - HARDTOPS for all models
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O VER the past few months | have been trying to piece together a list of parts
for the GT6 that have been hard to come by, and to try to do something about
it. | have had a good response from various members of the register who have been
kind enough to write or telephone, and 1 am indebted to Andrew and Angela
McGowan especially, who have obviously spent quite some time on the subject. The

following is a list of bits and pieces that

Servo - Original quality heater hoses - Rear radius
arm front bushes non rotoflex - Ditto rotoflex -
Distributor parts - Handbrake fulcrum lever felt
washer - Trim other than in black - Body mounting
alloy packers - Water pipe to rear of manifold -
Petrol pipe to tank - All glass -Good front quarter
valances - Air filter housing - Stromberg 150CD
parts (now available - Chris) - Under bonnet air
trunking of correct pattern & size - instruments
(recon only)

As you may recall, | have had a bash at starting
to do something about the situation. Some time
ago | sent off a set of luggage straps (kindly lent
by a register member) to Newton Commercial, the
market leaders for this kind of merchandise. The
most recent state of play was that they were
keen to provide a remanufactured part, but were
having a little difficuity in finding a supplier of the
correct pattern of webbing. This was in January,
and | hope to be able to report progress here soon.
However, on the subject of a further part, | am
pleased to be able to report some very good news:
You all know the saga of the Girling Powerstop
brake servo. This was fitted to very many cars
of the day, but eventually the supply of new
servos and repair kits from the factory dried up.
We therefore were faced with problems when the
normal life of the original fitrment had passed. Many
owners will have had experience of a failing servo;
sometimes they simply stick and are thereafter
useless. More commonly they wear so that the
vacuum chamber fills up with brake fluid, and the
level of fluid falls although the rest of the braking
system is apparently in good condition. The

members have had difficulty with.
surplus fluid is burned in the engine, having passed
along the vacuum pipe to the inlet manifold. In mild
cases the exhaust is a little smokey but in very
bad cases the engine will not pull properly.
When the servo fails, the choice is either to run
the car with no servo at all, a course of action
which seems thoroughly undesirable, or to find a
replacement.

Some owners have fitted the Lockheed
alternative, but this does not look right and | have
heard some say that the car is over-servoed with
this device. ldeally we would have a replacement
exactly as the original, right?

Well, | actually put some effort into finding an
engineering company that could do something
about this problem, and | believe that | have struck
gold with an enterprising engineering firm called
Central Spitfires (who advertise in the Courier).
This Company is run by Mr lan Gittings, and lan has
been especially forward-looking in setting up the
following situation.

Basically, lan will soon be able to offer
reconditioned Girling Powerstop brake servos,
having commissioned a repair kit for this important
part. In view of the complexity of the kit and of
the safety factors involved, it is not thought
appropriate for owners to do the reconitioning
work themselves, so servos will be offered on an
exchange only basis. The unit will be stripped fully
and rebuilt, and could possibly arrive in a finish
known as 'passivated’. If | understand this
correctly, it is a special gold colour. However, I was
able to point out that the servo was originally

semigloss black, or at least it was on my own car

The COILIRIER ETYE




and this may well be preferable in lan's opinion, B
since the black colour would be cheaper anyway.

If anybody feels that some other colour was :
original, do let me know. | have actually seen one
with a bright metal finish on another car, so would
welcome confirmation on this point.

The exchange servo will go for about £160-170
pius VAT, which is a really good deal when you
consider the technology involved. Later on, lan
hopes to be able to offer the mounting kit too, as
specified for the Mark 3 GT6, and at the moment
I am trying to draw a diagram of that on my own
car, so that we have a template. | would strongly
advise all interested owners to order soon. Your
servo does not really have a lifetime of more than
about ten years, and once the word gets around,
you may have a lot of competition from owners
of the Sunbeamn Tiger, Gordon Keeble, Lotus Elan

Are Engine, Gearbox
DiffFerential Specialists

We will build to Road or

Race Specification
Lo e ]

Exchange Rolling Chassis

Plus 2, Ford Cortina Mkl, Volveo and many othe:; can be Supplied
Don't UNIT 103
forget our LAURENCE LEYLAND COMPLEX
IRTHLINGBOROUGH ROAD
MPHSPORTSSIX CLUB FM Number WELLINGBOROUGH
0858 31936 NORTHANTS NN8 1RT

TEL 0933 - 442699 or 0831 - 102662

BOB ROWLAND TRIUMPH
HERALD — VITESSE — SPITFIRE — GT6

PRE M.O.T. undertaken and any repairs including Welding work

Secondhand & New Spares service & Door Restorations
Club Cars always for sale with a limited guarantee and new M.O.T.

For a friendly chat Contact B0Bon 0836 6717833

Evenings only 01-561-0671

COURIER MAGAZINE DEADLINES
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COURIER DEADLINE - 15th of month prior to month of publication.

AREA NEWS DEADLINE - 10th of month prior to month of publication.

DEFINITION OF DEADLINE - last date by which copy can be included

in the publication, assuming space is still available. i.e. always try to
work well in front of ‘Deadline’ to guarantee inclusion.

EPITFIMEIW John Thomason
[T (BN VB
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This month we have a late, rather nice Inca Yellow X reg Spitfire 1500,
Commission Number TFADWS5ATOO04821, sent in by Eddie Tee of
Hornchurch, Essex. Eddie says that he has had to remove the 5 J Wolfrace alloys
and 175-70 x 13 tyres because they kept touching the rear wheel arches, but
adds that the car handles just as well with the standard wheels and tyres. Any

similar experiences?

FURY FOUND!

Thanks to the power of the club, the Triumph Fury
prototype has been located and | hope to provide
a detailed feature on the car in a few months time.
Thanks to all those members who have sent in
snippets of information. | shall have to set you all
a more difficult task next time.

REAR HUBS

A bit of a boring subject this month and one that
is not very often tackled. Diagnosing a worn or
failed rear wheel bearing on the Spitfire (or any
other club car) can be very difficult. If you can hear
a regular clunking noise coming from the rear of
the car, particularly when turning a corner, then




it is likely to be a worn halfshaft U.J. If you hear
a continuous whining noise, then it is likely to be
the differential. N.B. Spitfire diffs do whine a lot
and the noise can be quite loud before you should
worry about a replacement. A single clonk when
pulling away or reversing is likely to be due to
backlash in the diff or possibly wear in one of the
propshaft U.J.'s. So what noise does a worn rear
wheel bearing make? Well, as | said it is very
difficult to diagnose. It may be identified by a
continuous graunching or deep rumbling noise.
Alternatively get somebody to follow the car to
check that the rear wheels are running true. If
anybody has a surefire way of diagnosing a worn
rear wheel bearing, | would be interested to hear
from them.

Replacement of the rear wheel bearing is one of
the few jobs on the Spitfire that may prove
difficult for the less experienced enthusiast. The
task is made extremely difficult, if not impossible,
without the use of a good strong vice. It is a job
that can take as short as a day or as long as a
week, since removing the unit from the car
involves undoing a lot of bolts that are quite often
seized, such as the spring eye, trunnion bush and
tie rod bolts. Whilst going to the trouble of stripping
down the rear suspension it is well worth replacing
the half shaft U.J. and trunnion bushes at the same
time. However we will concentrate here on the
bearing replacement which is demonstrated by the
following sequence of photos.

Fig.1 Starting with the half shaft assernbly on the
bench, remove all the brake cormponents from the
backplate, ie brake shoes and retaining clips, brake
shoe adjuster and the slave cylinder. N.B. the bleed
nipple has to be removed before the slave cylinder
can be removed from the backplate. Rermove the
vertical link from the bearing housing. Easier said
than done | know, especially if the bolt wasn’t
greased/lubricated when the bushes were last
changed. You may have to resort to hacksaws and
big hammers! Next remove the large nut on the

end of the shaft which is very very tight. One tip
here is to try and loosen it while the whole
assembly is still on the car. The nut is exposed by
removing the plastic hub cap. Refit the wheel
without the hub cap and with the wheel back on
the ground you really have something firm to pull
against when undoing the nut.

G

Fig.2 Removal of the actual hubs from the half
shaft is the most difficult task of the whole
operation. Proprietary hub pullers are available as
shown, but without fail over the years | have
never had any success with these or the more
heavy duty versions. | have always had to resort
to a hydraulic press at a small engineering firm to
remove the hub from the half shaft taper. The
loading that has to be applied is quite phenomenal,
in one case the hydraulic pressure reaching 6
tons/square inch, clearly indicating why the type
of hub puller shown here isn’t up to the job. I have
tried some of the 'homemade’ dodges, such as
using an old hub as a puller, but again with little
success. The advantage of having the hub ’'split’
using a hydraulic press, apart from avoiding a lot
of banging and crashing and cursing, is that there
is less chance of damaging the components,
particularly the thread on the end of the shaft.

- e

Fig.3 With the hub removed, bend back the tab
washers and undo the 4 bolts securing the back
plate, grease trap and front seal.

Fig.4 The bearing housing/trunnion can now be drawn off the shaft. The proprietary hub puller is usually
man enough for this job, but the engineering firm may as well do it for you at the same time as the hub.

Fig.5 With the housing removed all is revealed. Hope
that the shaft looks like the one at the top and not
the one at the bottom where the needle bearing
has obviously failed and caused serious damage.
Check also that the shaft, new or second hand isn't
bent. You don’t want to reassemble everthing as |
once did, only to find | had a wobbly wheel (Stevel)

Fig.6 Holding the housing in a vice, drift out the inner
oil seal, followed by the needle bearing. | am not really
using a screw driver! Turn the housing over and drift
out the large roller bearing. Keep the old bearing for
now.
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economy for the

enthusiast.....
bumpers
Spitfire/GT6 Front Exchange £59.50
Spitfire/GT6 Rear - Exchange £59.50
Spitfire/GT6 ¥4 Rear Exchange £39.50
Herald Rubber Set {6) £65.00

D mild steel exhausts up to 60% off

R.A.P.
GT6 Mk1 £71.75
GT6 Mk2 £78.86
GT6 Mk3 £166.60
Spitfire Mk1/2 £49.60
Spitfire Mk3 £41.90
Spitfire Mk3 (1967-70)  £92.50
Spitfire Mk4 £90.00
Spittire 1500 £111.40
Herald 1200 £53.50
Herald 12/50 £53.75
Herald 13/60 £56.75
Vitesse 1600 £50.00
Vitesse 2000 Mk1 £74.50
Vitesse 200 Mk2 £70.50

D reconditioned brake calipers

Spitfire/Herald - Exchange
} G76/Vitesse - Exchange

D seals
Windscreen Rubber-All Models

Spitfire Door Rubber

GT6 Door Rubber

Herald/Vitesse Door Rubber
Herald/Vitesse Saloon Door Rubbers
Herald/Vitesse Hood Side Rubbers

Dm;p ension

% Off

40% £43.05
25% £69.14
60% £66.54
35% £32.24
35% £27.23
60% £37.00
55% £40.50
56% £49.00
50% £26.75
45% £29.56
45% £31.20
25% . £37.50
35% £48.42
30% £49.35

Each £29.50
Each £32.50

£14.00
£9.90
£17.50
£9.90
£14.90
£6.90

Steering Rack Gaiter {Per Pair Inc. Clips) R.R.P £24.90

Special Offer Price
Track Roed Ends

Special Offer Price
Anti-Roll Bar Links
Special Offer Price

£5.90

R.R.P. £7.40
£4.40

R.R.P. £10.80
£6.40

herald/vitesse chassis
Sills
Sills - Qriginal (Shop Soiled)
Front Outriggers 1959-62
Front Outriggers 1963 On
Centre Outriggers 1963 On
Raer Outriggers 1863 On
Rear Outriggers (Vitesse Mk2)
Rear Extension

" Chassis Side Rail
Fixing Kit (8 Plates, 8 Boits)
Door Skin
Door Bottom
Door Tread Plate
Rear Vaiance
Rear ' Valance L/H
Rear % Valance R/H QOriginal
Front Floor Pan

Dmolz’ﬂg
Spitfire/Herald Radiator Hose Kit
{2 Hoses/4 Clips)
Special Offer Price
GT6 Radiater Hose Kit
Special Offer Price

Dypdx shock absorbers up to 48% off
RRP.

Front Standard
Special Offer Price
Front Adjustable
Special Offer Price
Rear Standard
Special Offer Price
Rear Adjustable
Special Offer Price

brake kits
Pads, Shoes, 2 Discs
Spitfire/Herald
Special Offer Price
GT6/Vitesse

Special Offer Price

Pair £20.00

£12.00
£8.50
£8.50
£8.50
£8.50
£8.50
£10.00
£8.50
£7.95
£19.50
£8.00
£4.95
£17.80
£12.50
£22.50
£22.50

R.R.P. £8.03

£3.95

R.R.P.£13.80

R.R.P.

R.R.P.

R.R.P.

£6.90

£29.65
£15.00
£45.90
£29.50

. £22.20

£12.50

. £38.99

£29.50

£72.00
£35.00
£84.00
£39.00

Al prices are correct at time of going to press, although

subject to change without prior notice.

ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD WELCOME
ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE

-748 7823 Fax: 01-563 010

%% British Sports Car C entre

303 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ Tek 01

Fig.7 Shown here are all the components ready for reassembly onto the halfshaft. Cleaning all the
components prevents you getting dirt into the new bearings during reassembly.

Fig.8 Using a large socket, tap in the new needle Fig.9 Using the old bearing and a socket as shown
bearing, lettered end trailing, followed by the new drive the new roller bearing squarely into the
oil seal, with the lips and 'spring retainers’ trailing, housing.

ie facing ocutwards.

Fig. 10 Make sure the bearings and housing are
well greased.
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Fig.11 Refit the flinger/stone guard, followed by
the bearing housing. The question is how far along
the shaft do you push/tap the housing? The
method | use is to use the hub and a socket as
shown to drive the housing down the half shaft
until the hub reaches the half shaft taper. Make
sure you grease the taper otherwise you won't

7
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CO000K
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FULL SETS — ALL COLOURS )

CARPET§O§ HOODS

TRIUMPH - MG - JENSEN
MERCEDES - PORSCHE - VIW
LOTUS - ROLLS ROYCE
JAGUAR - TOYOTA - ASTON
RANGE ROVER - ROVER - FIAT
BMW - DATSUN - SUZUKI
4x4 VANS AND MANY OTHERS

MOST MODELS AVAILABLE
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE

from£ z 5 & postage for full set

also Interior Headlinings and Vinyl Roofs
MOTOR UPHOLSTERY
SUPPLIES

8am - 5pm MON to FRI 8am - 12am SAT

14 Anne Road, Wellinborough, Northants,
England NN8 2HH.

Telephone: (0933) 223602 - U.K. TIME

_ Fax: (0933) 441298
L~ I

TRERRRS

A3333533

334333553
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be able to remove the hub again!

Fig.12 Fit a new oil seal into the seal
housing such that the retaining spring
is visible.

Fig.13 Smear the paper gasket with
grease and reassemble with the oil
seal, back plate, grease trap and tab
washers to the bearing housing.
Remember to fit the back plate such
that the wheel cylinder cutout is at
the top and also the grease trap taper
faces downwards. Don't fully tighten
the 4 bolts just yet, wait until Fig.15.

FETT The COILIBIER

Fig. 14 Ensuring that the
taper is clean and that
there are no burrs on
the hubs and keyway,
fit the key and hub to
the end of the haft

" shaft. Secure the hub
with the large washer
and nut and tighten to
90 - 120 Ibft. It may be
that, as with the
removal, you can only
finaily torque it up when
back on the car.

Fig. 15 The front oil seal actually
runs on a machined surface on
the end of the hub. By
holding the halfshaft and turning
the bearing housing/back plate
several times, the oil seal can be
centralised onto the hub. Once
centralised, tighten up the 4
bolts and tap back the tab
washers.

Fig. 16 Finally tap back the flinger
to provide a working clearance
with the end of the bearing
housing. Fit a grease nipple and
pump grease into the housing.
The outlet for the grease is a
small 1/16th hole drilled into the
top of the bearing housing.
Unfortunately this becomes
blocked with paint/dirt etc and
the grease usually overflows
past the needle bearing, seal and
flinger.

Fig.17 The completed unit with
new U.J. and nylon trunnion
bushes. With the assembly back
on the car and the brakes bled
you will have completed one of
the more difficult DIY tasks on
the car. Well done!

===
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Sie GB SPORTS CARS  Sun

ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKS OF

SECONDHAND SPITFIRE PARTS IN THE COUNTRY

FOR SALE
Spitfire 1979 Mint condition 43,000 O/Drive £3650
Spitfire 1975 Red immaculate condition £2000
Spitfire 1977 White O/Drive Very sound £2250
Spitfire 1977 White Solid all round £2000
Spitfire 1865 MK 2 LHD -Rust free US import £2850
Spitfire 1967 MK 2 Red Sound car £1995
Spitfire 1976 Good runner, No MOT £995
Stag Original Triumph engine, -for restoration £1850
TR4 US Import, Sound, requires restoration £2650
Spitfire 1977 for restoration £550
Vitesse MK1 2 litre convertible

-requiring some work £1350
Stag LHD Rust Free superb £6975

SPARES

New hoods from only £55

Hood frames from only £40

Exhaust rear box Original £28.50

Superb quality quarter valances £19.50
GT6 MK3 Bodytub Restorable £125
Chassis from £50-£80

Hardtops from £75-£120

Pair of 40 WEBERS' for spitfire with mani-
fold almost new £200

SPECIAL OFFERS

Front verticle links £29.50
Viscous fan coupling £35.50
Spitfire 1500 Heat Shields £8.20

ANS DEPOT,
RIDGE ROAD, BILLINGTON,

HEMEL

HEMPSTEAD!

BILLINGTON

Chassis, Engines, Gearbaxes, Axles, Panels, Seats, Bumpers, Lights........etc...etc...etc

ALL PLUS VAT

12 MILES

.;IIGB SPORTS CARS
)

Ad146

REAR OF 82/86 SOUTHEND, CROYDON,
Your Local Sports Six Specialist

@ Accident & Panel Repairs
® Body Jig Facilities
@ Low Bake Oven

¢ Restorations

® Insurance Recommended
@ MOTesting
@ Tuning

@ Servicing

@ Mechanical Repairs

e Engine Mods
Stage Tuning

Race Preparation

The Family Business with the Personal Touch.

= 01 688 1622
01 686 7422

FOR

A\QUOTE:

AUTO TRIM

WESLEY STREET, [EY
LEICESTER LE4 506
TEL: (0533) 664112 "™

CARPETS:

SPITFIRE all models {Sewn g/box)
HERALD/VITESSE

GT6 including load area

HOODS:

SPITFIRE Mkl/it

SPITFIRE Mkill

SPITFIRE MkIll

with zip rear window
SPITFIRE MKIV & 1500 ~
HERALD/VITESSE
TONNEAU for Cars above

DOOR TRIM PANELS:
SPITFIRE Mki/li & Il
door panels (pair)
SPITFIRE MkIV

door panels  (pair)
SPITFIRE 1/4

panels all models (pair)
SPITFIRE Mki/ll & NI
rear panels (each)
SEALS:

Price P&P

£37.50 + 3.85 + VAT
£37.50 + 3.85 + VAT
£57.95 + 3.85 + VAT

£56.00 + 3.35 + VAT
£56.00 + 3.35 + VAT
£66.00 + 3.35 + VAT
£65.00 + 3.35 + VAT
£66.00 + 3.35 + VAT
£38.50 + 3.35 + VAT

£36.34 + 3.00 + VAT
£33.59 + 3.00 + VAT
£1495 + 250 + VAT
£19.95 + 3.00 + VAT

Door seal (black only)(per mt) £3.94 + 1.50 + VAT

Boot seal

(per mt) £2.40 + 1.50 + VAT
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I his months article is headed with a picture of Maureen Dixon's Saloon,

Registration Number YDH 913 G. Sent in by her son Julian, he reports that
after fitting a John Kipping lead-free cylinder head, the car shows no loss of
performance, running on low octane unleaded petrol.

The Steering rack enquiries are progressing well,
the earliest one is now GE79339CV, if you improve
on that, please get in touch.

| was recently reading an article in the Stag
Owners Club Magazine about the British Leyland
badges fitted to the front wings behind the wheel
arches. They do not know whether this was
factory or a dealer fitment, as some cars, known
to be original do not have them. Coincidently | was
sent some photographs by Mrs.T.G.Poole for use
in the magazine. Her car is a J Registration
Convertible dating from 1971 and is fitted with
Britsh Leyland badges. Unfortunately, the photos
were too small to be produced here (please make
sure the picture of the car itself is at least 3 inches
long). If your car has these badges and you know
them to be original, please let me know. | will need
to know the details of the car, together with the
position of the badges. (Measurements to be taken
in relation to the rear bonnet catch locating screw).

And so to my Estate, remember my Estate? Well
the plans for the rebuild have already been
shattered, a change of job and the onset of winter
saw to that. The chassis, though resplendant with
its new outriggers (Thanks Howard), cannot be
painted because the metal is just too cold.
However, work has begun on the running gear,
which can be painted in the Kitchen!

This brings me nicely to the next point, that of
what type of finish to apply to the components.
The Estate is intended to be a concours car
finished as nearly as possible to its original
condition. Immediately, this leads to a conflict as
many of the original finishes would resuit in severe
penalties in concours.

For exampile, the road wheels were sprayed from
the front only, the insides merely got a light coat
of overspray. The suspension units were
assembled then sprayed black, nuts, bolts, brake’
slave cylinders, pipes, unions everthing. If you tried
putting a car in concours in that condition, you
would come absolutely nowhere. So, do | sacrifice
originality for concours purposes?

Following a couple of calls recently from members
interested in recreating the criginal appearance of
their cars, | thought you may be interested in the
original finishes of various components.

- Rocker Cover - British Leyland Reynard Bronze is
exactly the right colour.

- Air Filter - Hammer finish Silver, though brushing
hammerite is too heavy, perhaps spraying will create
the correct fine stipple.

- Fan - Yellow, though some early cars may have an
alloy fan, which should be polished.

- Shock Absorbers - Blue, International paints’ Japlac

Enamel shade Sky Blue is ideal.

Road Wheels - White, the paint sold for central heating

radiators will not yellow with the heat of the brakes.

- Jack - Mostly dark Grey also Red, Green or Blue.

- Brake Calipers - The original finish was cadmium plating,
though a mix of enamel 2 parts silver and 1 part gold
creates a good copy.

- Engine Block, Cylinder Head & Bell Housing Gloss Black.

- Suspension, Propshaft, Radiator, Heater, and Petrol
Tank - Black sheen, a semi gloss paint which your
paint factor will be able to mix for you.

Finally, | hope you have all noticed this new IVR form
with this months Courier. A considerable effort has
gone into the design and production of a new form,
so please make the effort to complete it. Please
note that from now on, if the details of your car
are not on the new form, it will not be included in
the Register.
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PRESENTS

S.EM. 1990

Leatherhead Leisure Centre

On
Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th May 1990

Events Include
CONCOURS — TRADE STANDS — AUTOJUMBLE — GYMKHANA
COMPETITIONS — ALL DAY BAR — CLUB SHOP
CONTINUOUS VIDEO SHOW — CAMPING — SHOWERS
EVENING NOGGIN” AND NATTER ON SITE

Leatherhead Leisure Centre also provides full sports facilities including:
Tennis, Squash, Gym, Swimming, Sauna and many other atfractions.

«a  Admission £2.50 per person  m»

TRADERS WISHING TRADE STAND SPACE OR
MEMBERS WISHING AUTO JUMBLE SPACE

SHOULD CONTACT THE COMMITTEE NOW!!!

This is the South of England'’s biggest meet
MISS IT I[F YOU DARE!!NT

Further details from Mike Crewes - 112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berkshire SL5 8EN
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In my last article | mentioned the Amphicar Chase
in the 1960s Inspector Clouseau film. Some of you
may remember the other Amphicar chase which
was in a Michael Bentine film, The Sandwich Man.
Does anybody out there have a copy of this on
video?

February was a good month for Amphicar owners
who live near rivers. In Worcester the river Severn
was as much as 18 feet above normal which left

some roads and car parks under as much as 10 feet

of water. Not wishing to miss an opportunity | have
been on as many of these temporary waterways
as possible and | rediscovered the meaning of
excitement when | ran aground on the top of a 6
foot tall hawthorn hedge near Upton-on-Severn
that had been totally submerged by the flood
waters. Luckily by going full astern and using a bit
of weight transfer | managed to get afloat again
without getting my feet wet but it was close!
The car remained totally watertight throughout
these adventures. (Amphicars are fitted with bilge
pumps but they should not need to be used except
at Sea where the waves often come over the tops
of the doors).

Back home | dismantied the hubs to check that the
water had not got anywhere that it shouldn't.
The Amphicar uses standard Metric oil seais
around the hubs and driveshafts to keep the water
out and the grease/oil in.

The oil seals have a number printed on them such
as 45-62-7 which refers to a seal with an inside
diameter of 45mm, an outside diameter of 62mm
and a thickness of 7mm. Because almost all the
seals in the Amphicar are standard metric sizes
they are very easy to get hold of and very
reasonably priced so there is no excuse for not
changing them!

The seals where the drive shafts enter the

Chapman

|rstly thank you to everybody that contacted me with details of Amphicars
for the Register. No new cars have emerged but | have been able to make
some useful updates.

gearbox are proabbly the most important of all.
The standard seal is a double lip type 35-58-14 but
its perfectly acceptable to fit two 35-58-7 seals
back to back. Remember that if this seal fails on
the road the gearbox oil drains out into the rubber
bellows that take up the movement between the
gearbox casing and the body of the car making it
very difficult to detect but as soon as you drive
into a river the gearbox will fill with water, the
result is one dead gearbox.

AMPHICAR HEALTH WARNING: Look after your
gearbox, its probably the only one you’ll ever have!!!.
One other important point about the oil seals on the
hubs, remember that the seals are fitted with the lip
(the side with the spring) facing outwards. This is
because in the water the pressure of the water trying
to get into the hubs is greater than the pressure of
the grease trying to get out. If you ever have anyone
work on your Amphicar who is not " fully amphibious”
they will fit these seals the wrong way round. This
is disastrous because water then gets into the hub
but canot get out so it is trapped against the surface
of the shaft right next to the seal. In no time at all
the shaft will become pitted which will destroy the
seal and be very difficult and expensive to fix. When
using a grease gun on the Amphicar remember that
the grease nipples for the rear wheel bearings just
behind the brake backplate offer very littie resistance
to the pressure of grease pumped in with the result
that any more than one pump on the grease gun
forces the grease straight past the outer oil seal and
into the brake drum...Not good!.

Lots of people ask about the correct grease to use
on the Amphicar. The ONLY grease approved back in
the sixties by the Amphicar factory was Molykote
BR2 which is surprisingly still readily available today
from suppliers such as Mecro.

That’s all for this month. Next time I'll let you into the
secret of why the leading edge of an Amphicar brake
shoe must never be chamfered! L=
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MIDLAND SPITFIRES

105 Brearley 5t, Newtown, Birmingham, B19 3XJ. Tel: (021) 359 3315

April Offers

All prices include VAT. The figure in brackets is the Post & Packing cost of
adjacent part. Please phone for P&P rates on multiple pack orders.

Light Units

Spit lll, IV & 1500 GT6 il/lil Front Sidelight/Indicator £14.00
Spit IV & 1500 GT6 Il Rear Lamp Unit £15.00
Engine Parts

Oil Pump 4 cyl. £35.00
Engine Pump 6 cyl. £31.50
Rocker Shaft 4 cyl. £19.95
Rocker Shaft 6 cyl. 26.85
4 cyl. Bottom End Gasket Set C/W Seals £10.45
4 cyl. Head Set £8.55
Timing Chain £3.50
Timing Chain Kit £9.50
Panels

Spitfire/GT6 Sill £11.00
Spitfire Rear Lamp Panel £72.45
Front Footwel! £7.50
Fibreglass Front Quarter Valence £17.25

(1.00)
(2.00)

(2.00)
(2.00)
(2.00)
(2.00)
(2.00)
(2.00)

(.50)
(1.00)

(3.00)
(3.00)
(2.50)
(2.50)

Hoods, Tonneaux and Hood Bags in stock, Hoods from £62.83. Spitfire IV, 1500
and GT6 lil Outer Door Handles now in stock. Workshop and Restoration facilities.

Please phone for prices of Panels, Trim, Mechanical ifems etc

AL PrICES INCLUDE V.A.T. (POSTAGE IN BRACKETS)

ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD WELCOME

Telephone (021) 359 3315

EEVTE 110 Oy 1=

Telefax (021) 333 3392

0L/£’za[c[ (Vahdsn Plas
or Vitesss?

'Fday we complain that cars all look the same and that manufacturers indulge
in badge engineering too much. But were Triumph not guilty of the same
crimes? ls the Vitesse any more than a Herald with a bigger engine and a few
‘GL" goodies? Is the difference no

more than that between a Ford
Escort 1.3 and an Escort XR3?

How many people have called

;. your Vitesse a Herald?

In 1964 the model line up could have been designated as follows:-

HERALD E (HERALD 9 £527

HERALD L (HERALD 1200} £579

HERALD GL (HERALD 12/50) £635

HERALD 1.6 Ghia (VITESSE 1600} £735
Or in 1969/70:-

HERALD 1.3 GLS (HERALD 13/60) £761

HERALD 2.0 VANDEN PLAS (VITESSE 2 LITRE MKkID £970

Of course it wasn't the full range as we mustn't forget the Cabriolet and Estate models. If Triumph
had put the 2.5 Pl engine into the Vitesse would we have had a Herald GTi?

So what else were you getting for your money apart from a bigger engine if you decided to go
for the top of the range Herald 1.6 Ghia or Vanden Plas?
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The following tables lists the differences in the Herald Saloon ranges in 1964 and 1969:
HERALD L HERALD GL HERALD HERALD HERALD V/F
1.6 Ghia 1.3 GLS
(HER 1200 (HER 12/50) VIT 1600) (HER 13/60) VT 2L MK

ENGINE & TRANSMISSION

Number of Cylinders 4 4 6 4 6

Capacity 1147cc 1147cc 1596¢cc 1296cc 1998cc

Peak Power 48 bhp 51 bhp 70 bhp 61 bhp 104 bhp

Peak Torque 62 Ibft 63 Ibft 92 bft 73 Ibft 117 Ibft

4 Speed Manual Gearbox X X x x x

Synchromesh 1st Gear - - - - x

Overdrive - - 0 - [}

Final Drive Ratio 4.1 411 4.11 4.1 389
PERFORMANCE

0 - 60 (secs) 228 218 171 17.6 1.3

Standing % Mile {secs) 222 209 21.2 203 18.1

Top Speed (Mph) 78 80 89 84 101

30 - 50 Mph in Top (secs) 14.1 13 10.2 10.8 76

‘Overall’ MP.G, 28.4 278 25.1 255 23
BRAKES, WHEELS & TYRES

Front Brakes 8" Drums 9" Discs 9" Discs 9" Discs 9.7 Discs

Rear Brakes 7" Drums 7" Drums 8" Drums 7" Drums 8" Drums

Wheel Size 3% J 3% J 3% J 3% J 4% J

Tyres 520 x 13 520 x 13 5.60 x 13 520 x 13 155 x 13
ELECTRICAL

Single 7" Headlights X X - X -

Twin 6" Headlights - - X - X

Hazard Warning Lights - -

Reversing Light - - - - x

2 Speed Wipers

Passenger Courtesy Light - - x - X
INSTRUMENTATION

Speedo X x X X X

Tachometer X x

Temperature Gauge x X x

Fuel Gauge X x x x x
INTERIOR FEATURES

Padded Sunvisors - - - x X

Swiveling Sunvisors b'e x

Vanity Mirror x X x X X

Coat Hook x x x x x

Fascia Ashtray X X X X X

Rear Ashtray X x X X

Walnut Door Cappings X X

Leather Rimmed Steering Wheel X

Styled Front Seats - - - X X

Map Pocket - - x x

Door Trim Pockets - . tox x
BODY FEATURES

Wedge Bonnet - - X X

White Rubber Bumpers X X - X

Polished Aluminium Bumpers - - X X

Polished Wheel Trims - - X x x

Number Plate Light Bezel - - x X X

Rear Boot Trim - - - - X

Sun Roof ¢} X 0 o] 0

Aluminium Tread Plates - x x x x

Two Tone Paint ¢} o] 0 -

x = STANDARD O = OPTIONAL

Apart from the different shaped bonnet and larger capacity engine, the first Vitesse 1600s really
were outwardly little more than dressed-up Heralds. So much so that even the Triumph sales staff
insisted upon the introduction of the more sporty dashboard and other detail changes to give the
Vitesse a more sporty top of the range image. Luxurious items included veneered door cappings, wheel
trims, polished aluminium bumpers, a different front grille and of course a different set of badges!

To bridge the gap between the basic Herald L and the top of the range Herald 1.6 Ghia, Triumph
introduced the Herald GL, which gave you a little more power and a sunroof as standard. The GL

BT Thhe O I

could be distinguished from the more basic L by means of a different front grille and of course different
badges. Originally the car was to be marketed as the ‘Herald Gold Star’ (is this what the '‘GS’ on modern
cars stands for?) but this title was not adopted.

By 1970 the model range had shrunk in size and there was very little externally to distinquish the
GLS and the top of the range 2.0 Vanden Plas. By now even the different bonnet had disappeared
and from the front you had to rely on the twin headlights (and badges!) to distinguish the two models.
Was badge engineering another Triumph first?

Before | receive too many letters let me just say that like most, | believe the Vitesse was more
than a ‘dressed up' Herald. The Vitesse package was put together in such a way as to create a car
with a totally different character. The engine and mechanical changes that | have glossed over above,
gave the Vitesse a more refined and less rushed appeal. Although the above facts are correct, they
have been presented a little tongue in cheek, as befits this month of the year! =4

John Thomason Spitfire Register Sec (Ex 1600 2Litre Mkl Vitesse)
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ANY CONNECTION ?

BT The COILIRIEER

STORY OF BLUEBIRD

Stewart Crofts

VER the past ten years we've owned 3 GT6’s, 2 MklIl’s and an early Markll. The late
version of the Mklif was always my favourite, the shiny Mimosa paint with tinted

windows ooked very smart.

[ had to sell the car to help finance my last house move. Ever since I've found myself pining
for another GT6. Everytime | saw another GT6 my heart sark, | got depressed knowing that it
was going to be a long time before finances improved enough before | could buy another until -

One Thursday morning back in October 1988
having dropped my son off at school (early for a
change | recall) | called in at the Newsagents and
bought the Exchange & Mart to read over
breakfast. That morning time was not important
so | could enjoy bacon and eggs and have a good
read of the Triumph section and then on to the
back pages for the Collectors Cars and number
plates.

| never reached the back pages because in the
Triumph section 1 read the following
advertisement: GT6 for sale, owned by famous
person, original, low mileage and was reasonably
priced, this was enough for my curiosity to take
over.

The telephone was answered, | asked where in the
country was | ‘phoning as | didn't recognise the
dialing code! - the voice said Guernsey in the
Channel Islands!!

At this point | thought about putting the '‘phone
down, thinking to myself "hell what am | doing, I've
no money to hand, my wife thinks I'm a time
waster and heres a car for sale not even on the
mainland to view - I'm mad, raving mad!

Yes I'm still here | said quickly having returned
from my self thoughts. | asked who is this famous

person, is it you? no said the "seller”, the car was
originally owned by Leo Villa, you know the
mechanic chap who serviced the Bluebird boats
and cars for Malcolm and Donald Campbell.

The seller went on to explain how the car came
to be on Guernsey and expand on the car itself.
It’'s a Pimento red late Marklll in original condition,
mileage below 40,000. Leo Villa bought the car new
back in 1973, he was 73 years of age. Being of
Italian background red was an ideal colour choice.
Over the vyears Leo had many cars, mainly
Triumphs. Back in the mid-fifties Donald Campbell
gave Leo a "TR2" as a present for his hard work.
L.eo covered some twenty seven thousand miies
in the GT6 before he died in 1979. He maintained
the GT6 himself with the skill and enthusiasm that
kept Bluebird boats and cars winning records for
over half a century. He even kept a hand written
log’ of all the jobs carried out on the car. If you
read his books on the features he had written for
the original "Old Motor” you'll see how meticulous
he was about everything he did.

The car and its history sounded great, all |l had to
do now was convince the Bank Manager to lend
me the money, book a flight the next day and take
the day off work.
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Everything worked out fine, | was now just
praying the seller was not telling "fibs”.

On arriving at Guernsey Airport the seller met my
wife and me and drove us to his house. The sun
was shining and for mid-October was very warm.
After ten minutes we arrived, the GT6 was on his
drive way, the moment of truth had arrived!
After a matter of only minutes | knew everything
the seller had said about the condition of the car
was true, 30 minutes had passed and | agreed to
buy it even without driving it. As it happens when
I did drive it through the narrow Guernsey lanes
in the bright sunshine the sound of the smooth
engine and the rhapsody of the exhaust sound
bouncing back at you from the hedgerows was
sheer music to our ears. The sheer smoothness
and crisp acceleration, coupled with the fact the
car felt and drove like new was great, simply great
| recall.

An overnight stay, having obtained all the
documentation from the seller, proved to be very
enjoyble. On our return trip by ferry to
Portsmouth the next morning the weather had
changed for the worst. The sea was rough and for
some six hours | could think of nothing else but for
the GT6 way down below, just praying once again
that the cars in front and behind stayed firmly
anchored in their bays.

The Customs at Portsmouth kept us for over an
hour unsure if they could allow us to re-import the
car. Had taxes been paid etc., Fortunately, | had
done my homework on the Thursday in checking
all the required procedures out with DVLC at
Swansea - without their help it would have been
very difficult | think in dealing with the Customs
people.

On returning home the car's

performance was 100%, in ’ e
fact to this day, now some 16
months later, the car has
never shown any fault or need
for my attention.

After Leo Villa died in 1979 he
passed the car onto his son
Tim, who in turn gave it o his
cousin Philip Villa, who by this
time had married Donald
Campbell's daughter Gina. Gina
divorced in 1984 and sold the
GT6 to a lady friend on
Guernsey to help finance her
new life in New Zealand. Gina
is a world record breaker in her
own right, in that she holds the
honour of being the fastest
woman on water, having
achieved an average speed of
122.85mph in a Catamaran

BPrr- . o I

power boat in 1984.

She now spends most of her time power boat
racing in New Zealand, but in March 1990 intends
to go for the World Water Record in her new
Grand Prix hydroplane, which is powered by a
General Motors V8 427 cubic inch engine, which
produces 1200hp. The boat will be capable of
speeds well in excess of 200 kilometres per hour.
The Record attempt will coincide with New
Zealands 150th Anniversary of the signing of the
Treaty of Waitangi. This Treaty was a pact
between the Maoridom Chiefs and the British
Crown, it forms the basis of their living together
today.

As for my GT6 well I'm just happy to drive, wash
and polish her proud in knowing I've a car that was
serviced and owned by one of this Country's finest
engineers and also once driven by the fastest
woman on water.

Good Luck Gina on your new attempt.

BOOKS OF INTEREST

1. Gina Campbells Bluebirds (the story of the
Campbell dynasty).

2. Leo Villa's Life with the Speed King and The
Record Breakers.

3. Donald Campbell’s Into the Water Barrier.

Photo shows: 'St Christopher’ given to Leo Villa
by Sir Malcolm Campbell. The Campbeil family were
into spirtualisum, and Sir Malcolm often gave items
to close friends such as the one on the dash of my
GT6. - Info advised by Tim Villa son of Leo.

=22

The Bluebirds
350 hp was stightly modifi

The car in which Sir Malcolm Campbel

.16 mph in September 1924 in
, thereby starting the three
v record, Sir

10 301.13 mph on the Bonneville Salt Flats in
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126.33 mph on Lake Maggiore, Switzesland,
in September 1937, a record which he

she became the United Kingdom offshore
champion, and the European offshore

champion the following year.
the world on water when she clocked an

One of her more signficant achievements
In 1984 she became the fastest woman in
average speed of 122.85 mph in her

gained in a modest 25-footer in Britain. In
1984, her first year of competitive racing,
was winning the Round Britain Race —

Gina, Donald Campbell's only child, has taken

Sir Malcolm died in 1949 and seven months
up the family legacy of water speed.

before the outbreak of the Second World
War.
2000-mile clockwise around the British

Her first experience of power boats was
coastline from Portsmouth.

than 300 mph on land, pushing the record
water speed record. He set 2 new record of

Sir Malcolm Campbeli, Gina's grandfather,
first took the world land speed record for
generations of Campbells and Biuebirds.

He became the first man to exceed more

Gina Campbell

Britain of 146.
his car BI

e also called
rding 276.3 mph on Lake
ouly person ever 1o break both
tact from the crash was his

in December 1964.

s jet propelled hydropk
d.

speed record, 202.32 mph,
1955 and 1964 he broke the world water speed

and he was the first man to reach over 250 mph on water

Sic Malcolm's son, Donald Campbell, finally set
and 400 mph on

Donald Campbell

treasured pos




This is a BRAND NEW & EXCITING
addition to the TSSC Offers range. There
is no better way to ‘finish off’ a good car
than a stylish set of wheels. We are now

. able to offer a wide choice of steel or alioy

wheels and hopefully suit all tastes and

| pockets. All those pictured are 512" x 13"

and are suitable for all TSSC cars. PLEASE
NOTE these form part of the TSSC's
ongoing range of offers and will be
availabie for the foreseeable future. For
information on wider wheels or different
applications ring TSSC Offers 0462-456315.
in the steel range we have three choices:-

WHOO01 - Triangular 8 spoke in chrome.

WHO002 - Triangular 8 spoke in white.
WHO003 - Classic Wire.

All come complete with caps and the chrome finishes
are lacquered. The ’Classic Wire’ are particularly
interesting they bolt directly to your existing hubs so
no expensive spinners and hub adaptors are required
and in the fong term no problems with worn splines
will be encountered. In addition they have another
useful and practical advantage over other types of wire
wheels. The outer wire disc can be removed for winter
use (when wire wheels suffer most!), or for easy
cleaning and polishing (in front of the TV!). When
removed the wheels still look good ie. as the standard
Triangular 8 spoke chrome WH001. So with these you
have all of the advantages and looks without the price
penalty and disadvantages of normal wire wheels.

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE £
WHOO1 Triangular 8 spoke in chrome 149.00
WHO0? Triangular 8 spoke in white 86.00
WHOO03 Classic Chrome Wire 194.00
WHO004 MX gold 198.00
WHO05 MX red 198.00
WHO06 MX black 198.00
WHO07 Supa-slot polished silver 194.00
WHO008 Pantha black 210.00
WH009 Pantha gold 210.00
WHO10 Pantha red 210.00
WHO11 Pantha anthracite 210.00
WH012 Pantha white 210.00
WHO13 Pantha silver 210.00
WHO14 16 chrome wheelnuts/sleeves 10.00

P &P 9.00
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WHO004

in the alloy range we again have a choice of three
WHO004 - MX range classic style available in gold,
red, or black.

WHO007 - Supa-slot again a classic style available
only in highly polished silver.

WHO08 - Pantha range available in black, gold, red,
anthracite, white and silver, note the locking centre
cap covering the wheelnuts.

NOTE prices are per four wheels and
include caps & VAT

TSSC OFFERS Order Form
INCLUDE ALL REFERENCE NUMBERS AND DESCRIPTIONS INCLUDING P&P

ORDER FORM ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

Qty Code No Item Description £ P
INFORMATION REQUIRED TOTAL
Car (model & mark) ... Y@AT (ooiiiiii i
ENGING SIZE oot Membership No. ... S
N BT e e SIGNature ...
ATTIESS . e
Post Code ..o Telephone NO. ..o
My cheque/postal order for £ ... is enclosed or debit my credit card
Number L ¢ t [ [ 0 [ [} ] [ L L I | Expirybate L1 [ | |

Send order to:TSSC OFFERS - 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 OHN or phone (0462) 456315
Although normally quicker allow 28 days for delivery and expect muitiple and mixed orders to arrive FAX No (0462) 456315
in separate parcels
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AS EXCLUSIVE ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT
ON ALL THEIR CARS

TYPE CNY specially designed
for the Herald 1200, TR & Spitfire

THE EXTENDED TIP MAKES THE BIG DIFFERENCE

FPVR 17he COLIRIER

STANDARD Normal
Vanguard Vignale Six . . HLNY
Vanguard Sportsman (208 T B HN
All Vanguards (20S.1., 20S.11., 203 1l ) CN
Vanauard 12 cwt. van .. CN
Vanquard 12 cwt. Pick-up. CN
Ensign from 1958 ... CN
8 h.p. (SC) from 1953 HLN
§10h.p. (BE) from 1954 HLN
§mh p. Companion and Pennant from 1956 HLN
{41BAY. !Q h.p. TZCD) 14 h.p, (HCD)
lmm 1945 1 19, LNH
8 h.p, (8A), 10 h r) (1OC) 12 h o (12C) Ham
1938 to 1941 LNH
14h.p. (HCB) 20h, n (EOCB) 1939 (01940 CN
Altmodels 1936 10 1938 ... CN
12h.p., 14h.0. 1933 10 1935 CAN
Atlas Commurcial Vehicle HLN

TRIUMPH
Spittre
Vitenee

et T T “on
T.205T A, Renown)
Maytoner (2T) ..

Road &

Town
HLNY
CNY
CNY
CNY
CNY
CNY

CLNY -
CLNY -

MAKE SURE YOU FIT THE CORRECT REPLACEMENT
LODGE PLUGS IN STANDARD AND TRIUMPH CARS

Gap

0257
025"
025”7
025"
025
0257
HLNY
HLNY
HLNY -

$TR2, TRY, TR

This heat grade of ptug has been
thoroughly tested and for average
driving conditions gives the most
salistactory performance.

1n certain cases when a lower com-
pression ratio is used due to the non-
availability of hiah octane fuel, it
may be necessaryto use softer pluas,
i.e. LODGE CN.

For consistent high speed touring it
may be found necessary to use a
slightly hiaher heat arade of plug,
i.2., LODGE HN. However, for com-
petition work use an even harder
plug—LODGE 2HN will be required
(detailed recommendations of plugs
for competition work can be readity
obtained either from the manu-
facturers or their focal distributors).

§SPECIAL NOTE. PLUG TYPE KiK.
The Standard Motor Co. are fitting
trpe HLM in all small car engines
irrespective of compression ratios
or ovirseas conditions as they have
found ths piud to be the most satis-
faztory for aeneral purposes. Should
touting of fhus plug be experienced,
the fittinaof CLNH willeflesta cure.

Lodge CN Spark Plug

TERMINAL

SINTOX
INSULATOR

CENTRE PIN

B8ODY

CONDUCTING
SEAL

INTERNAL
SEATING WASHER

EXTERNAL —
SEATING WASHER

EARTH
ELECTRODE

CENTRE
ELECTRODE

C. M. SMITH
Technical Author
Lodge Plugs

IME, patience and money invested in finding and
fitting the type and grade of spark plug best
suited to both engine and the driver’s personal kind
of motoring, and subsequent regular attention to gap
setting and replacement, will invariably pay dividends
in improved performance and reliability.

Working in conjunction with the various other components of the
ignition system, the simple purpose of the spark plug is to provide
a spark at the right moment to initiate combustion in the combustion
chamber. That is when the fuel/air mixture is compressed in the
cylinder by the piston.

The illustration here is of a Lodge CN plug - a type suitable for many
vehicles in the Stadard Triumph range. The assembly comprises an
electrically conducting centre electrode, which carries a terminal for
connection of the lead from the distributor, surrounded by a ceramic
insulator and a metal body which carries the earth electrode,
Essentially, this construction is typical. High voltage current from
the ignition coil is fed by the distributor to the centre electrode of
each plug in turn, according to the firing order of the engine. This
voltage is sufficiently high to jump the gap between the centre and
earth electrodes in the form of a spark.

Plug sizes and reaches.

‘ Spark plugs are made in various thread diameters. Obviously, the
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correct diameter must be
selected to mate with the tap-
ped holes in the engine cylinder
head.

Similarly, the correct plug reach
must be selected. The reach is
measured from the shoulder to
the end of the threaded portion
of the body. A plug too short a
reach will allow the threads in the
lower part of the plug hole to
become carboned so that it will
be impossible to subsequently fit
a plug of the correct reach. A
plug with too long a reach may
project so far into the cylinder as
to foul valves or piston. It may
also get overheated, and so
cause self-ignition, and will cer-
tainly become carboned up and
difficult to remove after it has
been installed for any length of
time.

Heat Range

The nose of a spark plug is often
subjected to extremely high
temperatures and at other times
to oil and carbon fouling. Under
these conditions, the nose of the
plug insulator must be sufficient-
ly hot to burn off deposits which
would otherwise adversely af-
fect the efficiency of the plug
and, at the same time, not so hot
as to cause self ignition.

Plugs are therefore designed to
operate in varying heat ranges to
suit different motors and motor-
ing conditions. The heat of the
engine in this context, is, of
course, that of combustion,
which is dependent on compres-
sion pressure, and is not directly
related to that of the radiator.

Thus, a hot, or high compression
engine should be fitted with
spark plugs designed to rapidly
dissipate the heat to which they
are exposed. Such plugs are
called 'soft’ or ‘cool running'.
Converseley, in a cool engine,
‘hard’ or 'hot running’ plugs,
designed to retain sufficient heat
to burn away fouling deposits,
should be fitted.

PP The COILIRIER

CORRECT
Light flaky grey deposit
on outer rim and earth
electrode, base of insul-
ator  light  chocolate
brown.

Bleached

ette ash.

RICH MIXTURE

Sooty plug indicates

Sfuel{air mixture too rich.

Carburation should be

checked and adjusted.
Initially, the correct grade of plug
should be ascertained from the
manufacturer’'s recommendation
list.

Modern engine design tends to
decrease cylinder capacity and to
increase compression ratio, thus
making extraordinary demands
on spark plugs. This factor,
together with others, such as
personal driving habits and
engine condition can make an
engine run hotter or cooler than
normal and so affect the
efficiency of the plugs.

Cooler running plugs than those

recommended should be fitted if

the standard type are

overheated by:

1. The engine is always driven
hard

2. The engine is tuned for higher
power

Hotter running plugs should be
fitted if the standard type are
fouled because:-

1. The enigne is always driven
slowly
2. The engine is badly worn, loses

TO0 HOT

! appearance
with deposit like cigar-

running type should be
substituted.

T00 COOL
Oil on base of insulator,
Does not reach self-
cleaning temperature.
Should be replaced by a
hotter running type.

A cooler

- WORN OUT

Earth and centre elect-

rodes heavily eroded.

Should he replaced by a

new plug of the correct
grade.

compression and has a high oil
comsumption.

3. The engine is de-tuned for low
grade fuel.

TERMINAL

SINTOX
INSULATOR

CENTRE
PN

80DY
CONDUCTING
SEAL
EXTERNAL

SEATING WASHER ———— B

INTERNAL
SEATING WASHER
CENTRE _
ELECTRODE

EARTH ELECTAODE

Lodge CNY Extended Nose Spark Plug

Assuming that carburation is
correctly adjusted and that the
cooling system is functioning
properly, comparison of the firing

ends of a set of newly extracted
spark plugs with the
photographs shown will indicate
whether the heat grade in use is
correct, and therefore whether
the greatest possible efficiency
is being obtained from them.

Extended nose plugs

The noses of these piugs project
beyond the ends of the bodies
and , at wide throttle openings,
utilise the relatively cool incoming
charge of fuel/lair mixture to
assist in heat dissipation. The
spark is taken inward, away
from the walls of the combustion
chamber, and this assists
combustion and ensure more
even firing under light loads.

These plugs, often described as
'Road and Town'’ types because
of their wide heat range
characteristics, are available for
use in most Standard-Triumph
vehicles, but should only be fitted
to these engines for which they
are specifically recoommended, as
the extra projection must be
accommodated without this
fouling the piston or valves
positions of plugs and inlet valves
control the effectiveness of
cooling.

Gap Setting

Plugs are normally supplied with
a general setting which will not
necessarily be correct for all
engines. Plug electrodes should
be set, by bending the earth
electrode only, to the gap
recommended for the particular
engine by the plug manufacturer.
Incorrect gap setting can cause
misfiring, loss of power, early
fouling and poor idling. Plug gaps
should therefore be set correctly
before installation and checked
regularly at intervais of 2,500
and 3,000 miles.

Installation

Before fitting, a smear of
graphite grease on the plug
threads will prevent the
possibility of seizure and a ruined
cylinder head. This is particularly

important in the case of
aluminium heads. Use a box
spanner with a short tommy bar.
Do not overtighten.

Cleaning

Some plugs, known as
detachable, may be dismantled
for cleaning. All plugs may
however, after being degreased,
be cleaned on the Lodge
Sandblast Cleaner.

Electrode gaps should be
correctly set after cleaning.

Replacement

Sparking causes erosion of the
electrodes which can for a while
be partially compensated for by
resetting the gaps, but as the
clean edges of the electrodes are
gradually eroded away and the
centre electrode recedes into the
body, the plugs become less
efficient and after about 10,000
miles they should be discarded
and replaced.

SPARK_GAP.
FORMED &Y END—
PLATES 4

CERAMIC PELLET

SURFACE GAPV’J

4 POINT
EARTH STAMPING.

The Golden Lodge Spark Plug

Golden Lodge

The Golden Lodge
concept in spark plugs which
employs a built-in high frequency
converter together with a
unique insulator nose and low
voltage electrode configuration
to combat fouling and to provide
both easier cold starting and
greatly increased plug life.

is a new

The high frequency converter
comprises a ceramic pellet
coupled with a series gap formed
by two metal end plates; the
whole being retained in electrical
contact with a terminal screw
and the centre pin by a helical
spring. This arrangement
receives and stores H.T. current
from the coil, and discharges
impulses to the centre electrode
at a frequency sufficiently high
to overcome fouling deposits, oil
and carbon.

The earth electrode comprises a
four point stamping in intimate
contact with the plug body. This
is pre-set during manufacture to
give a small air gap adjacent to a
ceramic surface gap formed by
the insulator This
formation imposes a lower
voltage demand on the other
ignition system components and
alower rate of voltage increase
with electrode erosion; resulting
in considerably longer plug life.

nose.

These plugs are pre-set during
manufacture, and require no gap
setting either before fitting or in
service.

Recommendations

Lodge spark plugs are fitted to
standard-Triumph engines as
original equipment. Replace-
ments may be selected from the

D
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TIGER 5/12K TURBO 5 TIGER 8/30 TURBO TIGER 8/60 TURBO
®4ctm ©115psi %4HP, 240v motor TIGER | wgcm o 115psi 8cim ®115psi
Standards ®10 litre air receiver e Qutlet 5/12P TURBO | o4 5HP, 240v motor e 1 5HP, 240v mator
FIPETR N, requlator PLUS air 0ol it and The 512 Turbo aif comp-1 e 24 Iitres air receiver  ®50 litres air receiver
12 storage rack ®Paraffin Spray gun ressor with carry frame | e Qutiet regulator o Qutiet fifter/regulator
months eBlow gun eSpray gun eTyre inflator |and wheels.
warranty ecoil air hose e Quick couplers ONLY £1 34 ONLY ONLY + VAT
SFull instructions ONLY + VAT Del.£10
7 £145 v oo 3 3 VAT Del. £5 £16955 £199.

WORKBENCH
. ; i et € - - 0”",):/ f; 9.5

J ' ed range of welders
™ TIGER 10/60 TURBO TIGER 15/60 TURBO Eg&‘fﬁggﬁﬁg’:‘fﬂm sho with or without gas eSolid stale controls e{deal for welding mild
edcfm, belt drive 82HP, 240v motor e 1dcfm, belt drive ®3HP.240u motor g7, S Staat dhaware _Reve,smlg’m rshop steel, car bady panels, aluminium and staintess steel Operates
©50 litres air receiver #150psi eQutiet e 50 litres air receiver ® 150 psi eOutlel 5

filter/requiator @ Twin cylinder purp filter/requlator e Twin cylinder pump V.ngféﬂwmg% T?ssu;gs%r'rr\%“ el - § MIG 120 & 3 %ﬁl}ﬁgé}ﬂ EN

OKLY £289 —\ ~ i
‘3 . 0'!'\7;1! 052:1;229 ONLY £59.s. VTJ s ze : ] . g:‘é; Us‘im‘"L‘;"é"fl‘i‘;“
‘ TOOL BOXES & CABINETS 395 P

All steel and lockable.

Je\s\arl.\a\\sm

hoesSune %

wwasﬂ“‘s ;‘“5 [+
wrpose 120095 Sar\ﬁlwa\m‘%\as\er Y : - Ak

i 9! s urbo

ewasheymrnnme Rotary B @198 & 3DRAWER 6 DRAWER Fan Cooled PRICE

e 85 0 FRIGE
moa:&‘ﬁ\‘g'féw 151:-1.;56 im ONLY oMLY +VAT Dol Efficiency Amps  +VAT _Del

Ak

The MU

N . 60-150 £49.95 £6 160 Turbo
VAT FREE nELNE:‘ 2y, 1500 VAT Del. £6 -+ VAT Dal. £6 50-135 £69.95 £6 180Tubo
g0 avaiiadle:
JETA0d 2 0
now oY £18 = Z0E H0200 595 g8 AMoTumo aos0 6205 Es 0130
10N/ "’ i 5 R 5 g
'K(\\Is complete 45-300
grauie and degreasing. 240v 15 gali/hr powerful solvent ¥
w\“‘;\*\;“spmade(s, pump accepts alt common degreasers. 3 galion
"y

56 . va FREE DELIVERY ' 0140 5750 €5 210Turdo
PROSETTEY 30180
TROL
b
8 weﬂ§e< ram.
%ﬁessunes and

5.
£1 48 i £3805  £655 OEA 40-110 £42 €5 140Turbo
35-175 £82 £8 240Turbo
SHER ror quick, easy cleaning 35-230
metal case-

5.
£69.35 ER
NS CANE195% \EWGINE CRANES ~  Setousocins

e ONLY £23
: .35 ! »
10 TON POWER ®Precision engin

£139 mounted v eered bearings,
VAT 08 £12 e Smooth, :
.

E"G"‘E i heavy duty motors
d WI;SEEES = ¥ Cgmplele with
" e d
i sx‘x'z‘c& : \ . MCO‘IJJCIZ(LQS;;(P SDB CDP 12E8
olelion unved e Seisg ANGLE GRINDER | MODE! MODEL
o Teng'\”es When you buy 40 §5 " § ““E‘g'seﬂdm ® /sthuEliZ-Bencd
'W‘“\?g:oa s % % x 4in masonry or metal [ S@NUng #5 speeds  standing 12 speeds
o onrolding cutting var
oNLY £8995 | Tonfouing £330 £20 3 ghooe” R0 tol s 1
. i

+ VAT Del. £5

oful

CALL AND COLLECT ORDER BY POST PHONE ORDERS UP TO £1000 INSTANT CREDIT gg‘,;%'é

Open 6 days a week Machine Mart Ltd., Dept. 7.C.. 211 Lower 0602411200 Prices quoted exclude Scottish Written details on request. CATALOGUE
Mon-Fri: 8.30-6 Sat: 9-4 Partiament Street, Nottingham NG1 1GN 24 hour service. Highlands and Isiands. Subject to status. U

*BIRMINGHAM Birmingham Road, Great Barr 2 021-358 7977 eBIRMINGHAM Coventry Road, Small Heath 7 021-771 3433 ¢BRADFORD Manningham Lane & 0274 330962
*BRISTOL Church Rd, Lawrence Hill 2 0272351060 eCARDIFF City Road & 0222 465424 ¢CHESTER Black Diamond St & 0244 311258 eDARLINGTON Northgate 2 0325 380841
*DERBY Derwent Street & 0332 290831 ¢GATESHEAD Lobley Hill Road & 091-493 2520 ¢HULL Holderness Road & 0482 223161 eLEEDS Kirkstall Road & 0532 310400
SLIVERPOOL London Road 2 051-709 4484 eMANCHESTER Manchester Rd, Altrincham & 061-941 2666 eNOTTINGHAM Lower Parliament Streel & 0802 411200

©PRESTON Blackpool Road % 0772 703263 eSHEFFIELD London Road, (A61) Heeley & 0742 580831 ¢ STOKE-ON-TRENT Waterloo Rd, Hanley & 0782 287321
©SUNDERLAND Ryhope Rd. Grangetown % 091-510 8773 e WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfieid Road & 0902 494186 e WORCESTER Upper Tything & 0905 723451

BVl The COIIRIER

Road & Golden

TRIUMPH Normal Town Gap Notes Lodge
Spitfire CNY CNY 025" 2H
Vitesse HLNY HLNY .025" 2HL
Herald 12/50 from 1963 CNY CNY 25" 2H
Herald 1200 CNY CNY i025” P 2H

Herald and Herald 'S’'-

high comp. HLN - 025" should fouling occur, 2HL

low comp. HLN - .030" fit type HBLN 2HL.
Herald estate car CNY CNY .025" 2H
Courier 8.5:1 CNY CNY 025" 2H
7.5:1 CNY CNY .030”7 2H

Sintox Insulators
The insulator of a spark plug also serves to
conduct heat away from the firing end. Initially the

insulator is subjected to very heavy assembly lf you Gre nOT G

loading and then throughout the life of the plug it

must withstand stresses imposed by its being member Ond

extremely hot at one end and relatively cool at the

other. At the same time, its electrical insulating you Gre reOding

properties must remain unimpaired and the nose
of the insulator must be highly resistant to attacks Th M H

by lead and sulphur. lS I l |OgGZ|ne
This exacting specification is met fully by the Telephone

insulators of Lodge spark plugs which are of
Sintox, a 95% alumina ceramic with a distinctive O 858 34424
pink colouring. These have the properties of great

mechanical strength, high electrical resistivity,

—— T H H pry
excellent thermal conductivity and resistance to LSA O JOI n ‘
thermal shock, corrosion and chemical attack.

The success of Sintox is this field has led to its FAX 0858 3 .I 936

employment in other industries where the
properties already listed, together with qualities
which are relatively unimportant in the automotive
application, are exploited to the full.

STS Triumph Spares

New & Used Spares for -
Herald Spitfire GT6 Vitesse

Blast cleaning - Stove enamelling available some items exchange
Mail order welcome open mon-sat 10 - 6pm

Telephone 061 230 7606

Tl Y I DY




The inside story
Bernard Robinson

Having covered how a finished system comes into production, | thought an
article on how it was produced might be of interest. Whilst the fitting of the
prototype 1200 system was going on, | was kindly taken on a full production
tour by Roy Gibbons, MD of Bells Silencers.

Fig.1. Stainless Tube Stock

O begin with, the right size and
grade of pipe is taken from Bells
large stock & is then cut to size.

Fig.2. Sheet Stock

el The COLIRIER

After the sheet is cut to required size it is rolled
into a tube and then continuously spot-welded.

Fig.5. Continous Spot Welder.

Fig.5. The end result.

All Silencer Boxes start off as tubes from where
they are taken to the forming press, if they are
required to be oval in shape. Before this the
stainless cap blanks are punched to accept the in-
ner perfed tubes.

Fig.6. End Caps punched.

Once the inner perfed tubes are in position in their
respective end cap they are wrapped in stainless
wire wool, followed by plastic cling film wrap to
hold this in position. The wrap is used for insertion.

it

Fig.8. Plastic Cling Film.

The perfed pipe is placed into position and then the
Box is filled with Basalt (Rockwool), after which
the inner perfed endcap is pressed into position and
spot- welded into place.

Fig.9. Inner Perfed Endcap.

Fig.10. Inner Endcap being pressed into position.

—— i . 3 g g g pe— g RN



In Fig.11 you can see the inner end cap and tubes
in place prior to welding the exhaust tubes into
place as in Fig.12.

Fig.11.

Fig.13

Once these are welded in place the outer end cap
is TIG welded on and the Box is finished. As | said
before Bells go to great lengths in ensuring the
quality of their Boxes and this includes matching
original internals such as support brackets where
required etc. Cheaper systems would possibly be
using one perf.pipe instead of two and no support
brackets, but by paying close attention to
materials, design, packing and quality of Box build,
Roy Gibbons and his team can be assured as to the
integrity of their Box build.

This cutaway of one of the TSSC Sports Boxes
shows in detail the internals in position, perfed tube
of the correct size, (Bells use perforated tube
which is punched, not drilled, to alleviate any
danger of swarf floating about) a layer of stainless
wire wool then the Rockwool. | should explain that
the stainless wire wool is there to stop the
Rockwool from breaking down and being blown
out of the perfed tube and thus emptying the Box.
On standard systems, engine gasses form an acid
which soaks into the Rockwool wadding and is
trapped in the space at the bottom of the Box,
causing it to rot through from the inside out. This
is more prevalent on cars doing low mileages, as
obviously the Box doesn’'t get hot enough to
evaporate the condensed gasses (limited mileage
users take note).

The rest of the system, i.e. the downpipe etc. - |
explained the production of these in the previous
article but on large production runs the tube is bent
on a computer bender and is then assembled on
the jig table

FIG.15 : ; i ]
Here Roy Gibbons explains that on some systems
at the manifold end there can be up to a dozen
different components, so the accuracy of the
computer bender and jig is all important, as on their
assembly the jig will instantly throw any
discrepancies into the light. Once everything is lined
up it is tacked down into position before it is finally
Mig-welded.

So that is how the TSSC Silencer systems are

made. Obviously cheaper systems are about,

but then again you only get what you pay for and by paying attention to quality throughout
the whole production process, Bells are more than happy to stand by their 'Lifetime Guarantee’.

I hope you have enjoyed this ’insight’ to Bells

Silencers and at least you won’'t have to cut

open your Box to see if you have got what you asked for, and don’t forget TSSC Offers and
Bells are the only Companies offering exhausts for the total TSSC car range - with that

commitment I think they deserve our support don’t you?

BETE The COURIER
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Stainless Steel
Exhausts \ ~£A

Made by Bell Silencers

Original style or ‘TSSC Sports Systems’, all guaranteed for LIFE. These are high quality and excellent value
for money. A permanent answer to exhaust corrosion and retains good sound characteristics. A must for
anybody keeping their car long term.

For cars not listed, part systems, enquiries call (0462) 456315

FOR TELEPHONE ORDERS A 48 HOUR DELIVERY SERVICE IS

NORMALLY AVAILABLE IF REQUESTED
SPORTS SYSTEMS AVAIABLE :-

Please note - All ‘sports’ systems improve gas flow at the expense of some increase in noise level - sounds good!

EXHAUST TRIMS - BE240 Available in chrome and polished stainless steel, both are attractive and functional - will protect
paintwork and improve looks of standard systems (GT6 Il for example).

TSSC Stainless Steel Prices ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE £
BEQL34 FITTING KIT - ALL CARS 14 .50
P & P - ALL EXHAUST ORDERS 11.50
BE179 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD 948 SINGLE CARB 125.00
BE£180 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD 948 T\WIN CARB 125.00
BE181 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD EARLY 1200 SINGLE CARB 125.00
BE182 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD LATE 100 (SINGLE BOX) 105.00
BE183 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD 12/50 105.00
BE184 S/S EXHAUST — HERALD 13760 105.00
BEL23 S/S EXHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM (INC F/RIT) 175.00
BE190 S/S EXHAUST — VITESSE © 1R20.00
BE121 S/%5 EXHAUST — VITESSE | 132.50
BE1QL S/5 EXHAUST — VITESSE H 125.00
BE193 S/S EXHAUST — VITESSE | SPORTS (BOX ONLY) 80.00
BE194 S/AS EXHAUST — VITESSE | SPORTS SYSTEM 152.50
BE 195 S/S EXHAUST — VITESSE Il SPORTS (BOX OMNLY) 80.00
BE1Q96 S/S EXHAUST — VITESSE Il SPORTS SYSTEM 135.00
BE233 S/S EXHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM (INC F/AKIT) 175.00
BELOO S/5 EXMHMAUST — SPITFIRE 4 132.50
BE2O1 S/5 EXHAUST - SPITFIRE I 115.00
BEQOR S/S EXMAUST — SPITFIRE HI 130.00
BEQO3 S/S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE IV 120.00
BE20O4 S/S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1500 140.00
BE205 S/5 EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1V SPORTS (BOX OMNLY) 75.00
BEQOS S/S EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1V SPORTS SYSTEM 110.00
BERO7 S/5 EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1500 SPORTS (BOX ONLY) 75.00
BEQOS8 S/5 EXHAUST — SPITFIRE 1500 SPORTS SYSTEM 125 .00
BERLX33 S/S EXHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM (INC F/KIT) 175.00
BE215 S/5 EXHAUST - GTO6 | 132.50
BE276 S/ EXHAUST — GT6 I 132.50
BE217 S/S EXHAUST — GTo6 iH 150.00
BE218 S/S EXHHAUST — GTE H SPORTS (BOX ONLY) 75.00
BERTS S/S EXHAUST — GTO H SPORTS SYSTEM 115%.00
BEQ2O S/5 EXHAUST — GTS I SPORTS (BOX ONLY) 75.00
BE2R1 S/S EXHAUST — GTO 1H SPORTS SYSTEM 125 .00
BEL33 S/S EXMHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM (INC FAsKIT) 175.00
BERRS S/S EXHAUST — BOND EQUIPE 2+ 2 150.00
BERLE S/,S EXHAUST — BOND EQUIPE GT4S 1R5.00
BERL7 S/S EXHAUST — BOND EQUIPE GT4S 1300 155.00
BEQRS8 S/5 EXHAUST — BOND EQUIPE 2000 Mkl 15.00
BE2CS S/S5 EXHAUST — BOND EQUIPE 2000 MKl 1R5 .00
BE233 S/S EXHAUST — FULL SPORTS SYSTEM (INC FAKIT) 175.00
BER4O CHROME EXHAUST TRIM - STRAIGHT 5 4.00
BE241 CHROME EXHAUST TRIM — CURVED &.00
BER4R S/S EXHAUST TRIM - STRAIGHT 7.00

P 8 P 1.00

Qty Code No. Item Description £ o}
INFORMATION REQUIRED TOTAL -
Car (mode! & mark) ..., Engine size ... Mem No. ... /i
My cheque/postal order for £ ... is enclosed or debit my credit card
Number L1t L [t ¢ b L b bbb [ | Expiry Date

Send order to:TSSC OFFERS - 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts. $G4 OHN or phone (0462) 456315
The COURIER KXY




restige car

Superior Quality

HOODS & TRIM

DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

FACTORY QUALITY HOODS
* H/DUTY PVC - Smooth grain black PVC hooding.
* SUPERIOR VYNIDE - Motor Industry Standard grained
vinyl. Used as Original Equipment by British Sports Car
manufacturers this vinyl is both flame retardant and
U.V. stabilised.
* EVERFLEX - Superior range of coloured hooding used
as original equipment by Rolls Royce. Available in
white, tan, beige, red, navy, cream, grey, maroon &
green.

* DOUBLE DUCK - A 2002 black Duck Cloth hooding
which offers both a higher degree of wearability and
sound insulation over vinyl hoods. Available as a direct
replacement to your vinyl top should you wish to
upgrade and take advantage of its classic looks.

* MOHAIR - Top of the range Industry Standard fabric
hooding used by leading car manufacturers on luxury
cars. Available in black, brown, beige & navy.

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
HIDUTY  SUPERIOR DOUBLE
MODEL PvC VYNIDE EVERFLEX DUCK MOHAIR
Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 {2p window} £55.10 £71.69 £89.61 £98.44 167.45
TAILORED TO FIT PRECISELY Spitfire MK1/2/3 £47 61 £69.00 £86.25 £98.44 -
Full D1V, fitting instructions enclosed. | Heraldivitesse £51.89 £69.00 £86.25 - -
All hoods feature Superior “VYBAK® | Stag - - - £114.49 £181.90
windows which will not crack or | TR3-S £69.55 £90.27 €i1284 £106.32 £190.36
discolour. Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 come Iva"' :‘” N c Ei’g ZZ égg Sg EE‘()DZOS‘Z)B Sg-gg 55’96575‘05
with fact fitted f atching Toneau Cover 2
D; o iftt?r:; itted fasteners for easy Matching Hood Cover £28. 50 £35.62 £44.52 £49.86 £68.30
) ) FULL FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

testige
CARPETS

Prestige

SOUND

All sets based on

FACTORY DEADENING KITS
ORIGINALS . ) !
Specifically designed to compliment our carpet sets
and reduce interior noise levels. Die-cut from Y2”
LARGE $S.A.E. thick latex backed felt each set comes with full
FOR COLOUR instructions and ample adhesive for quick and easy
BROCHURE D.LY fitting.

TECHNICAL
- CYLINDER

Carl Heinlein

ALT.

RNATORS
PART 2

n Courier No.100 (Oct 1988) we covered fitting an alternator to a vehicle fitted
with a dynamo and an RB340 control box. This included the following ‘our’ cars:

[

Spitfire 4, Mkll, MKIII GT6 1, MKl (early models) Vitesse 1600, 2L Mkli, MKIL.

In Part 2, we are going to have a look at converting cars fitted with the earlier
RB106/2 control box, the Heralds.

If you convert your car as described in this article,
you will not have chopped any wires or modified
any of the dynamo mounts and, as such, you will
be able to convert your car back to original,

C40/1 dynamo. Since Part 1 has been in print, it is
clear that various models need different fan belts.
Generally, the front engine pulley on a Herald is
smaller than that fitted to the Spitfire 1IV/1500

FORGET THE REST! Madel BLACK DEEP SOUND
VELOUR PILE DEADENING
* VELOUR - S th vel ile hard i 't with rot
PELOUR - < r::l(; velour pile hardwearing carpet with rot proof latex Spitfire 10 pee 3555 €47 66 25 50
. GT6 15 pee £44.55 £57.29 £32.50
* DEEP PILE - Motor Industry Standard luxury pile carpet as used by HeraldiVitesse 4 pce £26.55 £38.03 £20.50
leading car facturers. Available in the following colours, black,  Stag 11 pce £44.55 £57.29 32.50
brown, beige, blue, red, green grey & navy. Edges bound in leathercloth TRA4I516 15 pce £35.55 £47.66 £25.50
with a choice of contrasting colours if required. TR7 7 pce £26.55 £38.03 £22.50

INTERIOR TRIM KITS

You can now totally re-trim your cars interior over a single
weekend with no sewing or trimming skills necessary. Fantastic
range available including O.E. black, luxurious Velour or our
exclusive JAGUAR COLOUR SCHEMES including Magnolia,
Saville Grey and Biscuit. All available with optional contrasting
piping.

Seat

Covers  Doors h Rear  FULL PANEL

Per Pair  Pair Panels  Panel Sets
Spitfire Mk4
Q.. Black £55.50 £27.95 £i1336 £I8.00 £4950
Velour £69.50 NIA NIA NIA £69.50
Jaguar Colours £69.50 NIA NfA NIA £59.50
Leather £13500 FULL SETS ONLY (VINYL] £59.50

ORDER LINE: 051-608 8683 FAX: 051-608 0439 WORLD WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE .
Quote credit card or cash on delivery (pay postman). UK. £2.95; Europe £15; U.S.A./Can £22; Aus/N.2. £40
Add the following for carriage NEXT DAY £7.50, POST £3.50. Al UK. prices subject to 15% VAT,

PRESTIGE AUTO TRIM PRODUCTS LTD.

Prestige House, North Cheshire Trading Estate, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 3DU

EFE The COURIER

without trace. Along the way, you'll also have engines. Later 13/60 models (with the larger
converted the car to negative earth which will diameter main bearings) have the same front

mean you can fit a wider range of accessories. pulleys as the Spitfire MklV/1500’s. As such they
~

Let’'s start with the mechanical side of things. You rcess
will need the following parts from a MkIV/1500
Spitfire.

158262

- Lucas Alternator (LRA100 or LRA102)
- Alternator bracket, 147899

- Alternator spacer, 147483

- Bolt, HBO839

- Washer, WPO0 139 (see fig 1).

- Nut, 143802

- Fan belt.

The same alternators were also fitted to Ford
Capris 1.3/1.6/2.0, Escorts, 1.1/1.6, Hillman Hunters, ‘ SN
MG Midgets, Toledos, Mini 1275's etc. The LRA100 g’_‘i - '\WL::;S;W‘
is a 34 Amp unit, whereas the LRA 102 is a 28 Amp,

both significantly more powerful than the 22 amp Fig.1. Alternator Mounting

T Y IR e




can use the MkIV/1500 fan belt. Earlier Heralds
can often use their existing fan belt, even though
the alternator’s pulley is of a smaller diameter than
that fitted to the dynamos.

Bolt all this up to the engine ensuring that the
pulleys are all in line with each other.

Now, to the electrical side of things. Disconnect the
battery and connect the larger 3s" spade
connector to either of the two large terminals on
the alternator and the ' " spade connector to the
smaller terminal.

Remove the control box from the bulkhead and
make up the following plate.

This plate HAS to be made from an insulating
material about 1 or 2 mm thick. A piece of circuit
board with all the copper removed is best. Either
that or a sheet of plastic cut from the side of a
rectangular plant trough/microwave tray would
do.

Make these from sheet copper or steel 22 or 18
gauge) and rivet these onto the plate.

Using spacers to bring the plate well away from
the body, screw the plate back onto the bulkhead.

Connect the black earth lead to terminal 1. Yes,
it is not connected to anything electrically.

Connect the wire that originally went to terminal
F and the thin wire that originally went to D both
onto terminal 3.

All the remaining wires go to terminal 2.

If you car was negative earth before the
conversion then reconnect the battery and your
finished. If, however, you were previously positive
earth then you will need to change over the LT
connections to the ignition coil and ensure that
radios and other accessories that will not operate
with negative earth are removed.

33/,

234"

/Q/¢ Yo'~ 2 ofF

# /e~ T oFF

—| o ﬁ{/ N T
3/ o o o © 0 3/; 34 ‘
Y b\ J‘ | R
AREI e
34_" t |78 . /4,
Then make up the following R i “ N
terminals., (/e l q qﬂs !
: 2_'/7_“ I/BH
' Fig.3
e — A
1 3/ "
| 2
1
-

shaped Terminal,

Y The COILIRIER

Bend the 'wings’ of Terminal 2 up
out of the page to form the U-

Reconnect the battery (negative
earth) and, upon starting, ensure
that the ignition warning light goes
out. Check the wiring for faults
and thats it. =2

as shown.

ANDREW STONE

TRIUMPH SPARES

SPITFIRE — &TS — HERALD — VITESSE |
NEW - BRAKING, BEARINGS, SUSPENSION, STEERING, EXHAUSTS, SERVICE PARTS, COOLING,
SHOCKERS, BODY PANELS, CARPETS, HOODS A LARGE RANGE CONTINUALLY EXPANDING
USED - LARGE STOCKS OF QUALITY USED SPARES, COMPETITIVELY PRICED AND AVAILABLE OFF THE SHELF

CARS - ALWAYS WANTED FOR CASH: MOT FAILURES, ABANDONED PROJECTS AND WRITE OFFS.
A SELECTION OF CARS ARE AVAILABLE FOR RESTORATION. DETAILS ON REQUEST

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE » CALLERS WELCOME# S.A.E. FOR A FREE PRICE LIST - CALL OR WRITE FOR YOUR COPY
DARLEY STREET, DARLEY ABBEY, DERBY DE3 1DX TELEPHONE 0332 557661

> TEL: 081
PORTS CAR SUPPLIES
X S NOW /|
A Ny
MAILORDER e UK & EXPORT e TRADE WELCOME e TRIUMPHS WANTED
Bootlid (Glassfibre) £40.00

g Soft Tops £59.00

Spitfire 1500 motifs -
black or silver
£2.18 each

We have thousands of used Spitfire \
spares - compare our prices

Spitfire Steel
Repair Panels

We stock every available repair panel to
restore your model
Spitfire - GT6 - Herald & Vitesse

Carpet
Sets £49.00

Stainless Steel
Oversill kit £29.00 pair

Front spoiler £12.00

Spitfire sills, sill inners, sill extensions, floor Prices TOP QUALITY 1000's of
pans, wheel arch repairs, boot floor etc. Exclude QuAGRLfAESRS}\T/IELR/ENCE used
Please Telephone to discuss your requirements. VAT £14.75 each (P&P £4) [ Spitfire Parts

Attention North East North West Yorks and Scotland
Spitfire’s - GT6's Wanted cash waiting will travel

w9y NEW PRICE LIST  mmmm
>3 RING ORS.AFE  wam

Sports Car Supplies 'Triumph’
Victoria Garage, Jubliee Terrace,
Swalwell, Tyne & Wear NE16 3AG
TEL: 091 - 4960522 (2 Lines) 24 Hours

Reconditioned bonnets, boot
lids and doors now in stock

OPENING TIMES
9.00am to 5.30pm

CEEQUES
PAYABLE 1O
"SPORTS CM

| = B ,

TRIUMPH IN WALES i [l

Full & Part Restorations carried out, MOT work, Mechanical & Bodywork,
Chassis Changes, Body Shells Rebuilt.

Lots of good used spares for sale at reasonable prices.
Cars for sale and Wanted, Distance no object.

STEVE GILL SPORTSCARS TEL 0495 774963 day

0495 763865 eve

STEDMANS YARD TALYWAIN PONTYPOOL

B g T g e T § aad im T




Peter Jacklin

I HE recent article in Popular Classics seems to have had quite an effect

- several owners, would be owners and those wishing to sell their cars have
been in touch with me. So perhaps we will end up with a few more members for
the Club and some more Equipes being restored. If you are looking for a restored
car, or one 'in original condition’ (i.e. a restoration project) an S.A.E. will bring you
the latest list. Those of you who are seeking a car and have left '‘phone numbers

with me please make
not found it possible

I have been told that the
episode of 'The Sweeney’
repeated on Tuesday
27/2/90 showed an Equipe
during one of the street
scenes, did anyone see this
programme? If so which
model was it? Answers on
a postcard please.

Is there anyone out
there with artistic talent
who is willing to assist in
the production of the Bond
Equipe Weekend Plaques
for this year? If you can
help give me a call.

Progress on 516 FYL is
steady rather than spec-
tacular but all the
metalwork has been com-
pleted and the current pro-
ject is sanding down the
paintwork in preparation
for the re-spray. Some in-
vestigation into the poor
fit of the bonnet has
revealed damage to the
reinforcing tube assembly
(ex Herald part) so a
replacement is to be fitted
in the hope that the bon-
net/door gaps can be

contact again by letter (again with a S.A E.please) as | have
to pass all of your details on to all my recent contacts.

equalised on each side of the car.

IThave managed to obtain a small amount of storage space so if you have
any Equipe parts and these are in your way and you wish to dispose of
them at a reasonable cost let me know and we will try to sort something
out. Obviously | cannot accommodate major body panels but | will try to
save as much as | can if it prevents useful spares from going to the scrap
heap. Hopefully a quantity of secondhand parts will be available at this years
Bond Equipe Weekend (second mention this month!) - yet another good
reason for attending.

Development on the Parts Catalogues mentioned last month is rather
slow due to a variety of pressures on my time, including a full time job
earning a crust, and the fact that the further | go into the subject the more
involved it becomes. Some of the parts listed are duplicated several times
with differet part numbers, this entails frequent cross-checking with the
relevant Standard Triumph Parts Catalogue to ensure that the informa-
tion is presented in the correct sequence.

The reproduction '4’ and 'S’ badges have been ordered from the
manufacturer
and should be available next month at £4.38 a pair including P & P, send
for yours without delay. | also hope to have some more enamel 'GT’ bon-
net badges available at the same price as previously (£14.50 incl. P&P).«=
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SKYLIGHT ROOFS?

Have any fellow owners of 'skylight’ Heralds or other club cars fitted with Stanpart sliding roofs had
successful refurbishment carried out to original specification. If so please feel free to reverse the charges
to (0698) 860207 with details.

P.S. Lets have more subjects on keeping our (1200 Register) cars on the road rather than the all too
often lists of technical info on chassis/engine numbers etc. | find the 13/60 register section extremely
informative and useful without being dull,

D.J.Anderson

RAC EUROPEAN COVER

We recently, September 89', went to France taking a 1500 Spitfire with us, and, as always, took out
RAC European cover on the car. What an investment that turned out to be! all the years that we
nave paid out the £50 or so, (we have never had a car under 10 vears old) we were paid back in full
this time. On our last day, a Fiat hurtled round a blind bend, slewed across the road, and hit our car
side on. The car was a write-off, and | was carted off to hospital with various, but thankfully minor
injuries.

The RAC went straight into action - not only did 'Calais Control’ calm my somewhat shocked husband
but they arranged a tow truck and storage, a hire car within hours, changed our ferry booking and
offered instant help and support with both the police and hospital. Once in the UK. we were met
with another hire car and everything was dealt with smoothly and efficiently, unlike some of our ferry
companions, who had suffered the same fate, but who had chosen the AA’s comparable European
service. Last seen in the ferry terminal in Portsmouth, they were trying to get taxis (not easy at
midnight on a rain soaked Sunday!) to get to their hired cars.

So the moral is, whenever you go driving abroad, whatever you're doing, take some European (or
whatever) car cover and judging from experience, take the RAC one! We can't thank them enough
for their help, efficiency and understanding.

P.5. Weve just got another Spitfire to restore and cosset! L.F.Simmons

PANELS FROM WHO?

| am currently restoring a Vitesse Mkl Convertible, and require the following panels: Rear valence,
two rear % valences, sills, door skins/door bottom repair, and two front wheel arch repair panels.
With so many specialists now re-manufacturing these panels | am spoilt for choice, and obvioulsy some
are cheaper than others. Can anyone write to me with their own experience advising which dealers
supply particularly good or poor panels, as | don’t want to buy panels that don't fit. My address is:
54 Fookes Lane, Frampton Cotterell, Bristol BS17 2JG.

G.Pullin

HAPPY READING — NOW HAPPY DRIVING!!

Having read all of my friend's Courier Magazines, | felt | had to write and join the TSSC. I am the proud
and happy owner of a January 1970 MkIill Spitfire Comm. FDUFE8100. (The ‘U’ meaning U.S. or
N.American Market).

| bought this car in 1979 from the original owner and have since carried it through many changes.
For the first few years it merely ran in the summer and sat in the winter, with nothing added but
the gas and oil to keep it running. It was my first car you see, | was 18 years old, didn't cars only
need gas and oil? Boy, was | to learn!
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It was then that | learned of the Toronto Triumph club where | met valuable friends and learned of
suppliers. I have since fitted a 1500 drivetrain with O/D, new top and interior, a recent all metal body
job, tyres and wires, and almost completely rebuilt workings. It has also been fitted with dual 1% "
HSU IF (internal float) carbs and a header with performance exhaust giving it some "extra go”. As
any owner of early Spitfires would agree, | am interested in ridding the oversteer/tuck under for which
these cars are unfortunately well renowned for. This is where | need help. Can anyone help?
During the run of Spitfire MkIV's, at chassis $50,001, the rear track was increased by 2 inches. This
was achieved by increasing the length of the halfshafts by 1 inch each side and flaring out the fenders.
Was the spring also changed? | can find no record of change and my suppliers all tell me that MkIV
and 1500 rear springs are one and the same. Since the MKIIl and early MkIV (pre $50,001) halfshafts
are the identical lengths, what was altered to make up the difference with the 2 inch increase? With
the same spring being used together with the shorter halfshafts, would the wheels rot be pushed
out at the top? Since | need the 1500 differential to achieve the proper gear ratio for the drivetrain
and | appreciate the benefits of the swing spring arrangement, my questions are:
1. Is this a safe setup in a MkIII?
2. Will my new expensive tyres soon be developing their own special tread patterns?
3. If Imust go back to the original Mklll spring, will the 4 studs in the 1500 diff be sufficient to secure
the spring which normally requires 6 studs.
4. What changes if any can be done to the Mklll spring to better this situation? l've heard of removing
some of the leaves, if so, how many and which ones?
I have tested the 1500 diff and swing spring arrangement on my car over the past summer and have
not really noticed any benefits or disadvantages. But at the same time, | have been reluctant to really
throw the car into a wild corner. It does however seem to roll more than I was accustomed to with
the Mkilil spring. Could this be the typical action of the swing spring or is it possibly the fact that the
wheels are more splayed out at the top?
I would appreciate any advice or comments, preferably through the Courier letters, on these ques-
tions, especially whether there were in fact 2 different swing spring lengths, one being for early MkIV
cars and another for the later MkIV and 1500 models. | don't particularly relish the thought of fitting
longer halfshafts and flared fenders to achieve slightly better handling.
Also, any info on HSU IF carbs would be helpful although | don't believe they are standard TSSC material.
I think they were used on TR 4’s and those other cars (M--'s).
I am enclosing photos of my TOY, taken during the summer. Take note of the R.A F. badge on the
front hood which was a very rare addition on only some of the 1970 Mkill models destined for N.America.
I'have been offered everthing AND the kitchen sink for that ornament and consider myself extreme-
ly fortunate to have an "original as fitted” on my car.
Finally, let me commend you on your superb magazine and your efforts to keep "our cars” on all roads
world wide!
I look forward to receiving my first copy of the Courier soon and hopefully this letter, if printed will
prompt more letters from other Canadians and our U.S. neighbours. If anything, at least Nick Lord
will be happy to receive something for his MkIll column!

Thomas J. Van Winkle - Canada

USE OF PANELS

In reply to F.H.Shears’ letter in Courier 116 criticising Herald owners who fit Vitesse panels. |, as one
of those people, wish to enlighten F.Shears as to why | do it.

Irun a 13/60 estate as an everyday car, and recently its bonnet started to disintegrate rather rapidly.
Needing to keep the car on the road, and not able to have the bonnet re-built, | started a search for
a good replacement.

At the time the supply of good 13/60 bonnets in my area had dried up and the only good bonnet available
immediately was, yes you've guessed it, for a Vitesse. Having no choice | bought it and the car was
quickly back on the road.

Now I can appreciate F.Shears' point of view, and had | had a choice between Vitesse and 13/60 bon-
nets, | would have taken that for the Herald. However when the choice is beween getting the car
back on the road quickly, albeit with non-original bonnet, or waiting indefinitely for an appropriate replac-
ment, the decision is simple.
Finally, if F.Shears’ can provide me with a 13/60 bonnet in camparable condition to the Vitesse item
fitted, then | will happily swop!

I. Manderson
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SWINDON

AC DELCO

Your Distributor Rebuilt to as new
condition’ In 10 days, returned to you
with 2 new cap and gapped points.

12 Mth/12000M Guarantee

HERALD/SPITFIRE ..., £55.00
VITESSE/GTO o £70.00
Post & Packing ... £3.00 per unit

®
(e
The largest stock of new, reconditioned and remanufactured
parts for Classic Triumph and Rover in the Mid West

Some Units available Exchange
in shop please phone

SOLEX SU
STROMBERG

Your Carbs rebuilt
to perform like NEW

SOLEX £55 Q0
SU £60.00 per unit
Some NEW SOLEX for

1960’s
TRIUMPH
AND
ROVER

same Price Exchange

CHOKE CABLE
WITH KNOB LHD/RHD

Inner Only ... £6.00
Inner and Outer Complete ... £15.50

CARS FOR SALE

Herald 13/60 Saloon - 12 months MOT. Tidy, usegl:_ole. Good
tyres. Twin carbs. Engine in excelient condition. Tan
3T T T T R PRSP £750.00

Vitesse 2 litre Mkil Convertibie - Valencia Blue, white hood,
black interior. 12 months MOT. Superb body and bonnet.
Almost new Rostyle wheel finishers. Respray 4 years ago.

Solid original car now needlng a littie D.L.Y. tidying to make
almost perfect. .... £3,600.00

# Classic Wedding Car Fleet %
* We also have open and covered Car Transporters for Local or Long Distance Work»

SIhr<ogp» <«<ogpr<zr 12 noon to 7.00pm Mon — Thurs
12 noon to 6.00pm Friday

9.00am to 5.00pm Saturday

528 Ferndale Road,
Swindon, Wilts SN2 1HW

Tel: (0793) 611098 /

BARCLAYCARD)
VISA
L

10.30am to 3.00pm Sunday
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The two-seater beater
TRIUMPH VITESSE 2LITRE Mk2

T 7o OIS

Profile:

Vitesse Mk2 Convertible

by Eddie Evans

well remembered advertisement appeared in 1969 depicting a gleaming Mk2
Vitesse with it's proud owner standing with one hand on the roof and the
other arm around his wife with a look of total accomplishment. His kids gloat over
the bonnet while mother wears that unknowing smile which fully endorses hubby's
decision to plunge the family into monumental H.P. debt for the sake of a new Vit.

Those were the days when advertisers reckoned
women had no mind. Now they assume nobody
has a mind. And as a last stand against feminism,
the text of the advert ends "... ask yourself why
you aren't a Vitesse man already ”. Such an advert
today would have branded and boycotted Triumph
as sexist - in 1969 it created an image.

In fact, the family look totally out of place for the
Vitesse is parked in pole position in the centre of
a race track. Behind it, the would-be opposition, a
Volvo 18005, an MGBGT, Sunbeam Alpine, Honda
SS800 and a Sprite are lined up with their owners
staring sulkily at the Vitesse. And even with it's
extra two passengers on board, the Mk2 would
indeed have left this fleet behind.

This early "macho-boy racer” image is something

which the Vitesse Mk2 Convertible has clung to
throughout it's life, and even nowadays | am hard
put to think of a TSSC Mk2 owner who would not
feel confident to "have a go! at any piece of
modern tin-ware that dared to pass.

The Mk2 was of course, one of the first
of those family cars which possessed
performance and handling and visually
boasted about it; a feature which is
commonplace nowadays.

The Triumph's boasts were effective, vyet
tastefully subtle, Rostyle-type wheel covers and
an anodised slat grille with matching badgework
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The TSSC on display at a Cumbrian Classic Car Show even before the ropes are set out. Wheels are Minilite 5%:J alloys.

and rear panel were all that was needed to state Whilst there is no doubt that this new engine was
the car’s reason for being. a significant improvement in raw performance, it
had, nevertheless, lost some of the character
associated with the earlier 2 litre motor. Most
noticeable was the "standing start’ acceleration,
where the Mk2 was actually slower, a fact
accentuated by a loss of that silky smoothness of
the Mk1. But it was at higher, normal driving
speeds where the Mk2 came "on song”. Mid-range
and high speed acceleration was significantly
But the meat of the meal lay under the bonnet increased, producing a fast road car which would
where the basic Mk1 2 litre engine was now pull right up to the rev limit unlike the Mk1 which
crowned with a high volume cylinder head derived became breathless at 5000.

from the fuel injected TR5. A new camshaft A close ratio gearbox and optional overdrive fed
increased flow and timing through larger valves, this extra power to the new “double wishbone”
assisted by meodifications to inlet and exhaust effect rear suspension system. And it was here
manifold design.

A modernised facia with safely recessed switches,
a leather covered steering wheel and re-styled
side-trim panels added flair to an otherwise
unchanged interior, though the last few cars
featured a combined ignition switch/steering
column lock which was clumsily positioned infront
of the driver's knee.

Micheal Hancock’s now immaculate example.

Again the wheels are non-standard - this time Dunlops

o
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that the motoring press of 1968 and 9 had a
field day.

They had criticised Triumph’s transverse rear
spring for long enough. Now, the magazines
were emblazoned with detailed cutaway
drawings exposing the intricacies of the split
axle-shafts with their flexible couplings with
stabilising bottom wishbones.

It was big news; and an even bigger

success. The Vitesse would now sit

square, enabling maximum power to
be used on any bend.

In one way it was sad that the sporting rear-
end slide, which the enthusiastic Vitesse
driver learned to play with, could no longer be
achieved. Instead, there was a feeling of
simply moving faster through corners and a
mastery of winding, hilly roads,

it was in competition hill-climbing that John
Griffith’'s Mk2 Convertible, albeit in rather
modified form, affirmed the car’s handling and
power beyond doubt.

I remember John writing on a motoring
magazine extolling the virtues of the vitesse,
backing his claims by the fact that he had not
only competed against Porsches and even
more exotic machinery, but had actually
beaten them! The editor had commented that
this only means that "John can drive”. John
certainly can drive, as | noted from a cowering
position beneath the dashboard of his 2.5 P.1
some years ago, but his success speaks
volumes for the Vitesse.

The siotted headlamp cowls were changed during the Mk2

production for the plain bezel shown in this later model

Triumph hood stowage must be the neatest of any convertible produced
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The only criticism of the new
suspension system was from a
maintenance point of view where it's
complexity presented dismantling
problems previously unheard of by
Triumph owners. The extra 56 pounds
in weight of these extra components
mattered little; it simply improved
weight distribution with subsequent
improvement in handling whilst
maintaining that safe and traditional
final oversteer in times of trouble.
The overall "feel'’ of the car was
generally good, but was marred by the
old problem of scuttle-shake which
seemed to be more pronounced
against the tauter handiing of the Mk2.
Nevertheless, even this unfortunate
phenomenon is accepted as part of
the traditional character of the car -
and on a good example it can appear
minimal once vyou've become
accustomed to it.

In contrast; beware the cowboy
restoration! The popular phrase “it
only needs the bonnet aligning, Mate”
generally means the whole body has
to come off if you ever want the
doors to shut properly again, let alone
eliminate that scuttle shake.

The rather upright driving position was all that detracted from the Vit's
claim to being a true sportscar. Steering wheel and gear lever gaiter are

non standard

With the hood erected, the Mkz2 takes on a sturdy, business-like appearance. It fits well and is taut but is invariably noisy

around the side windows

BFE e S D

Care expended in setting up the Mk2 engine is well rewared in performance - though you don’t have to this careful

In fact there is only one way to restore this flagship of our range, and that is with a great deal of
care and skill, despite the apparent "Meccano set” construction. It is worthwhile not only from an
engineering view point, but also in the long term financial angle too.

From July 1968 to July 1971 only 3,472 Mk2 Convertibles were made. | predict that of the few now
remaining, all will have been restored and covering negligible mileage by the turn of the century. Then
they will fall into two categories - good and bad. The good ones will be known in the TSSC. The bad
ones will be cheap, but the cost of making them good will be high. Now is the time to restore!

AT A GLANCE
Mechanical

Capacity 1998cc
Bore x stroke 74.7mm x 76mm
Compression ratio 9.25:1

104 bhp @ 5300 r.p.m.
116 lbs ft @ 3000 r.p.m.

Maximum Power
Maximum Torgue

BHP per ton 110

Differential 3.89:1

MPH per 1000 r.p.m. 21.6 O/D 4th
Performance

0-60 mph 11.3s

30-50 mph 5.9s 3rd)

50-70 mph 6.7s (3rd)

Standing % mile 18.1s

Maximum speed 101 mph

Fuel consumption 25 mpg
Statics

Weights 18.9 cwt

Front/Rear weight distribution 54/46%

Wheels 4v%2J x 13

Tyres Goodyear G800 155 x 13

Price £972 6s 5d; Overdrive £62 Os 3d extra
—_——r e~ E B T r— Py



Replacement Parts for
SPITFIRE - GT6

a_= HERALD - VITESSE

ARTHUR STREET, REDDITCH, WORCS. B98 8JY

Tel: REDDITCH (0527) 20880 FAX: (0527) 20730

SPITFIRE 1V/1500
STEEL BONNETS

(1893
& <

N
PLEASE SEND ME \
AFREE CATALOGUE “\
OSPIT IV/1500 GT6 11\
O SPIT I—I1l GT6 Mkl/II
OHERALD/VITESSE

Spitfire IV/1500 Steel Bonnet Assemblies

*. NOW AVAILABLE AT £350.00 . var

= LTD. \

BRITISH MOTOR
HERITAGE APPROVED

PLEASE PHONE FOR STOCK AVAILABILITY

All PDDIAEC Dl VI AT

&)
TRIUMPH
~, o

~y. > (LL

&<y
&

APRIL SPECIAL OFFERS

Sill Kits (4 Pc)

Steel SPIT IV/1500
BOOTLID ........ £90.00

Steel SPIT Il
BOOTLID ......£145.00

Lamp Pane

Boot Floor

STOP PRESS

REPRO Outer Sill
OE Outer Sill ........ £34.00 side

SPIT 1V/1500 Rear

|...£55.00

SPIT IV/1500 & GT6 Il
Lower Rear Valance £25.00 &

SPIT I-lIl & GT6 I-lI
Lower Rear Valance £30.00

..£37.50

At last the HERALD/VITESSE Catalogue

IS now available.

All DDICES DIIICS VAT

CARRIACE EXTRA

.£19.00 side

€«
]
TRIUMIPH
~, o
. A7Y (L"

[A )
-4
R

~, o
J“’ “_4-

PTA))
2

v,
JJ) (L"

LL 33‘,

.r 03y (&

(2]
&

)
¢J) “1—



ANGLIA
TRIUMPH SHOW
1990

JUNE 2nd at MELDRETH MANOR RIDING SCHOOL
Meldreth, Near Royston Herts

OPEN TO ALL TRIUMPH CARS

All Day Bar %
Evening Buffet %
Evening Dance %

AND MUCH MORE %

* Concours (free entry)
* Trade Stands

* Autojumble

* Side Shows

TICKETS - Adults £6.00 each including barbecue & dance
- Children £3.00 each inc barbecue & dance
- Camping £3.00 per tent - Fri night to Sun Morn
Tickets and further information from N.A.Qakman -
34 Whitecroft Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts SG8 6LR

Please send me adult tickets @ £6.00
child tickets @ £3.00
camping tickets @ £3.00

Total

......................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

Car details: Marque
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AT THE T $.S.C. HEADGUARTERS, PLANS
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Business Hours
8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Fridays
9.00am - 1.30pm Saturdays

Spitfire 1V/1500

Full engine (Recon)

1500 ..ovvveiieennn. £350.00 ex
1800 yosrsssmmmmns £350.00 ex
Short Engine (Recon)

1500 ..oovvieiiis £225.00 ex
1300 ..oovvieeennn. £210.00 ex
Crankshaft

(R 1cTei0] ) E— £70.00 ex
Oil Pumps .............. £35.00
Water Pumps ......... £22.50

Engine Parts Available
Clutch Assy 1300 ... £38.50

1500 iviiiiiiiiiiii, £49.50
Master Cylinder ..... £33.50
Slave Cylinder ....... £28.75

Engine Service Kit . £18.00
Head Gasket Sets .. £17.50

Sump Sets ........o.e. £7.50
Radiator

(Recon) ... £60.00 ex
Gearboxes (Recon)

from) seesssmvans £100.00 ex

Overdrive (Recon) £125.00

Propshafts from ..... £25.00
Halfshafts .............. £50.00
Differential

(Recon) ........... £130.00 ex
Brake Discs ...... £12.50 ea
Pads: i £5.00
Shoes .............. £10.00 set
Copper B Pipe Kit .. £25.00
Flexi Hoses .......... £8.00ea

Master Cyls £38.50/£75.00
Calipers (Recon) £50.00 ex
Wheel Cylinders ...... £9.00

Steering Rack
(R {cTero] 1) [RA— £30.00 ex

Front Rear
............. £15.00 ea

Trunnions .............. £15.00
Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Rear Spring

Original ..o £69.00

Suspension Parts, Bushes
Mountings available.
Wheelbearing Kits .. £10.00

Windscreen Seals .. £15.00
Door Seals s £10.00
Hardtop Softop Seals.

Cables-Handbrake ... £4.00

Accelerator .............. £6.00
Choke ....cooveiiii, £10.00
Speedo ... £7.50

Chassis Frame ..... £450.00
Front ¥4 Valance

Fibreglass .............. £15.00
Bonnet Assy

Complete from ..... £350.00
Top Panel ............ £150.00
Outer Wings .......... £35.00
Inner Arches .......... £20.00
Sills from ............... £12.00
Rear Valance ......... £30.00
Rear Wing ....cc....... £82.50
Bootlid Fibreglass

Top Quality ............ £60.00
Doors from .... «s £75.00
SKiN £20.00
Bumpers ................ P.O.A.
Laurel Transfers ...... £3.00
Others: wemsiss s £2.50
Carpet Sets

(top quality) ............ £55.00
Interior Trim available
Please Ring

Door Seal .......... £20.00 pr

Hardtop (Lenham) £195.00

Hood Cover Only ... £55.00
Double Duck ........ £110.00

Mohair ................. £165.00
Tonneau Covers .. £35/£49
Stowage Covers ..... £30.00

Starter Motor .... £15.00 ex

Stainless Steel Exhaust
Systems 1300 ...... £115.00

Mild Steel ........ £50/£60.00
GT6

Full Engines

(Recon) ........... £495.00 ex
Short (Recon) .. £325.00 ex
Qil Pump: «csssssssmsus £35.00
Water Pump .......... £26.00

Camshaft (new) ...... £75.00
Cylinder Heads

from ..o £100.00
Crankshaft New £95.00 ex
Clutch Assy ........... £56.00

Engine Service Kit . £18.50
Head Gasket Set ... £20.00

Sump Set .ooooeiiiees £7.50
Brake Discs ...... £17.50 ea
Pads .......... .. £9.00 set
Shoes ....cooovvviviveiiinnnn, 9.00
HOSEeS oovviiviiiiee £8.00
Suspension

Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Differential ...... £140.00 ex

Bodywork See Spitfire.
Carpet Set
(top quality) ............ £65.00

Stainless Steel
Exhaust System ... £120.00
Mild Steel .............. £80.00

Send for our full colour
catalogue FREE to TSSC
members

FAST MAIL/TELEPHONE ORDER IF REQUIRED

The above is only a sample of our wide range of stock items. For full details please
ES send an A4 size SAE or telephone, for 44 page colour catalogue. To place an order,
E telephone with credit card details or foward a cheque (please check delivery costs).
Prices subject to change without notice All prices plus VAT

mMME

BRO S HEEAN

Catalogues are available for TR7/8 and Stag. Price lists for TR6 and Dolomite Sprint.
HOTLINE * *NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM # %
Ty AVAILABILITY AND PRICES CONFIRMED INSTANTLY

[O)
(0522) 791965

Rimmer Brothers Ltd, Triumph House, 115 Lincoln Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1PX.
Tel: (0522) 791965 (10 lines). Fax: (0522) 794118.




2 LOGS
NEARER HEAVEN
or ROOM WITH A VIEW

John Richardson

would like you to think | was tidying the garage the other day, when | came

upon these two logs of wood. They brought many happy memories flooding
back across the gap of a decade when | took my son, Adrian, and daughter,
Elizabeth, then 13 and 11 respectively, to the south of France in my new Spitfire
1500. What could be nearer Heaven than all three of us lively youngsters (yes,
me too at heart!) off to enjoy the sun with the hood down, wind in their hair,
a healthy rasp from the exhaust... and COMFORT too?

By sandwiching these wooden inserts between the floor and the passenger seat runners, the passenger
seat was raised and moved further forward than the runners would otherwise allow. With his seat
belt on, Adrian could then easily reach the door and window controls, the map on the shelf under
the dash and the map reading lamp. And his eye level was raised to the same height as mine giving
him a hitherto unattained view over the bonnet and through the window. Elizabeth, on a black corduroy
cushion | shaped to fit between the hump of the tunnel and wheel arch, was able to sit with her knees
behind and her feet underneath his seat.

Y our kids will also be delighted and thank you many times over for giving them so much more pleasant
and practical sitting positions, even with the hard top on in winter. To them, they’ll be worth more
than a hundred Webers and cost you a fistful of foldies less and they're so easy to make. Give them
a break; they deserve it!

Warning:

This modification could seriously injure your ego. If you're jealous of your possessions, don't do it;
Dad’s or Mum'’s Spitfire will quickly become OUR Spitfire!

List of Materials: Possible Modifications to this Design

1 off, good quality deal, 3" x 1% " x 44%2 " (or, if The measurements are for the Spitfire 1500 and
you're a clever clogs, x 40%"). are, therefore, good for the Spitfire Mk4 and GT6
Mk3. | don't know about other club cars. The
overall length and floor bolt hole positions cannot
8 off, plated bolts or set screws, 2" UNF x 1% "  pe changed but each pair of seat runner bolt holes
long. and nut slots could be moved up to 1% " further
forward. It might then be necessary to use wood
2" wide to give the seat more than the 7% " offset
Cost: to the left shown on the plan, so that the right
front corner of the seat is not crushed against the
tunnel padding in its foremost position, so measure
as per plan from the left face. | can see no point

1 off, mild steel, 33" x 7" x 5mm.

4 off, plated plain washers, % " inside diameter.

I'll have a drink when we meet!
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BERKSHIRES LEADING TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR
PARTS SPECIALIST

We operate a friendly and efficient Counter, Telephone and FAX

Service offering a wide range of Mechanical Parts and Body

Panels at competetive prices.
We are open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 530pm Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm

A MAIL ORDER—UK and Overseas o

TELEPHONE:- 0635 44669 FAX:- 0635 32266
Or Call in and see us at

UNIT A8 FARADAY ROAD, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE RG13 2AD
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MODIFYING
VITESSE/GT6

2 litre braking systems

in making them shallower; there'd be too little
room for the rear passenger’s feet. They could be
higher for a smaller child, in which case I'd keep the
nut slots at the planned height above the floor and
use longer seat runner bolts. Then, when the child
grows, plane the tops down.

Procedure:

1. Using a square to test, square up and size the
faces of the timber by planing and/or
thicknessing.

2. Mark the tails. If you're very clever, one
SYMMETRICAL cut will do the pair. Separate

13. with a band saw with a narrow blade or a
coping. saw.

3. Mark the centres of all the holes, the mortice
slots, the relief under the fronts of both and
the angled front of the right side member.
Double check your measurements and marks.

4. Use a 3 " flat bit in a bench drill with a depth
stop to make 1/16" deep flat bottomed
recesses for the seat runners. When setting
the depth stop, ignore the drill's central point;
it's the flats that count. Chisel to the 'D’
shape shown.

5. Use a %" flat bit in a bench drill with a depth
stop to make the 2% " deep flat bottomed
counterbores leaving % 7 below for a 7/16"
AF tube spanner for the floor boits. They
must be straight, hence the bench drill. Set
the depth as before. You MUST leave a
substantial amount of wood between the
counterbore face and the base.

6. Drill clearance holes for the bolts with a

regular 17/64" dril using the pilot holes
formed by the flat bits’ points. About 1% "
deep for the seat runner bolts but, if the drill
is too short to emerge at the bottom of the
deep counterbores, use a thinner longer pilot
drill first and then drill 17/64" from below.
(Some thin extra long series drills are a very
useful addition to the workshop tool kit).

7. Form the %" wide x 1" deep slots for the
semi-captive seat runner nuts, either using a
Ya " mortice cutter or by driling a series of
almost connected holes with aregular 4 7 drill
with a depth stop and clear out with a chisel.
You MUST leave a substantial amount of
wood between the slot and the top surface.

8. Saw the angled front of the right hand
member as marked and round its right hand
edge with a rasp or disc sander.

S. Relieve the front of the bottom surface % ”
as shown on a rotary plane, or the hard way!
(This bit must not be done until all the bolt
hole drilling has been completed, in order to
retain a flat base for drilling).

10. Sand smooth all faces and sharp edges and
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paint any colour you like, provided it matches
the seats or carpet.

11. Measure and mark the mild steel strip with a
scriber and square allowing for the kerf of the
saw cuts. Scribe both intersecting diagonals
on each (To-be or) nut-to be. Centre punch
where the diagonals intersect.

12. Using a regular HSS (high speed steel) bit in a
bench drill, drill progressively up to 5.4 mm, No.
3 or 55 mm. (7/32" is too large). Countersink
both sides of each hole to Y% " diameter or just
over.

Using a 1st or 2nd tap, tap % " UNF, starting
in the bench drill turned BY HAND. Finish by
hand in the vice.

14. Use a hacksaw to separate each nut and file
smooth all rough faces, sharp corners and
edges.

15. Prime and paint the nuts.

Fitting:

1. Tip the passenger seat forwards and
disconnect the twin passenger sensor cable.

2. Take the passenger seat out by sliding it back
to get at the seat runner front bolts and
forward for the rear bolts. Leave the carpet
thickness spacer washers in place. It is not
really necessary to slide the seat off the
runners.

3. Place the plain washers under the heads of 4
of the bolts and insert into the deep
counterbores. Grease or oil the protruding
ends of the bolts and, using a 7/16" AF tubular
spanner, screw loosely into the captive floor
nuts that previously held the seat runners.

4. Insert the new square nuts into the slots and

centre with the scriber from above. Place the
seat and runners on top and, using all the
washers from the original seat runner bolts
under the heads of the new bolts, screw the
runners down loosely. Check that everything
is aligned and tighten up all the bolts hard hand
tight. Do not overtighten or you'll crush and
weaken the wood.

5. Reconnect the sensor cable.

6. Dab underseal on the protruding bolt ends
under the floor pan.

Il leave it to a seamstress to tell you
how to make rear seat cushions
properly! Go and have a great holiday.
You deserve it!

Steve Phillips

Pant £

Last month we went through the pros and cons of Vitesse
& GT6 brakes this month | go through the conversion.

| HE CONVERSION consists of, pair 9.7 ins diameter vented discs, spacer
blocks, bolts 'O’ rings etc longer pad retaining pins.

Originally, | was machining the discs from the solid, later, | was to discover that
the vented discs fitted to the Ford Capri 2.8 injection had the same bell (offset)
and with the mounting holes re-drilled to the Triumph hub p.c.d. (pitch circle
diameter) and minor machining would fit the Vitesse/GT6 admirably, this greatly

reduced manufacturing costs.

Concern is often expressed at the practice of
splitting brake calipers. Brake manufacturers state
that the calipers should not be split under any
circumstances. The reason for this being the bolts
used to hold the caliper together are x grade (75
tons NS 2) and are tightened close to vield strength,
if they are undone they should not be re-used as
theres a real risk of them failing in service due to
strain hardening effect, and manufacturers are
reluctant to supply replacement bolts and 'O’ rings.

For the first batch of conversions. | found a source
of longer,
unfortunately, this source dried up, | sought
professional advice and had a batch of S grade
(50.55 tons s 2) bolts chemically/heat treated to
x grade spec. | was not entirely convinced that this

correct specification caliper bolts,

was a suitable method, only one bolt failed to
tighten correctly, and this happened on the work
bench, analysis of the sheared bolt suggested
faulty manufacture, never the less, the whole
batch was scrapped and replaced with 12.9 grade
(76.2 tones "s 2) socket head cap bolts, existing
owners were contacted and replacement bolts.

supplied The fitting of spacer blocks to widen the
calipers is of sound engineering practice, provided
that the longer bolts and 'O’ rings are of correct
specifications. This, in fact, is the method used by
Ford R.S.. for the R.S. 2000. This conversion
incidentally, can be fitted to the Vitesse/GT6
provided the discs are modified as mentioned for
the Capri 2.8i item. Larger diameter pad retaining
pins are required (not late GT6 Mk3 ). This Ford
conversion is now obsolete, although there's a
heathly supply of cheaper 'pattern’ conversions,
without exception, the ones I've inspected are
supplied with incorrect s grade bolts and 'O’ rings.
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The fitting of ventilated disc brakes will endow the
Vitesse/GT6 with fade free brakes, and standard
pad materials are all that's really neccessary,

should harder materials be required | recommend:

using Mintex M 171.

A few notes on fitting a vented disc conversion.
The back plates are not used in order to
accomodate the thicker vented disc, although Ive
noted that some owners have managed to retain
themn by machining the hubs. The discs are fitted
to the hub in the usual manner, once re-fitted to
the vehicle, check for clearance between the disc
and track rod end gaitor, if the disc fouls, check
to see if the small distance pieces are in place
between the
steering arm and
vertical link,
sometimes these
washers get
misplaced when
the suspension
gets dismantled.
Additional washers
can be fitted to
give the nec-
cessary clearances
and dont forget to
have the wheel
alignment check-
ed/adjusted after-
wards. The four
bolts are removed
to split the caliper,
re-assemble with
the spacer blocks
noting that the top
block, with fluid
drilling is handed, ¢
using the new longer bolts and

'O’ rings re-
assemble the caliper and tighten the bolts to the
following values.

3/8 UNF bolts 58 ibs ft,

7/16 UNF bolts 85 Ibs ft. Lubricate both with oil.

The calipers have to be re-centred over the discs
using the distance pieces/shims provided. Check
and adjust if neccessary for clearance of the caliper
outer edge and hub assembly, new pads must be
used with new discs, bleed the hydraulic system
and check for leaks.

Generally speaking, the fitting of this conversion
does not cause any clearance problems with wire
or alloy wheels, certain standard steel wheels re-
quire thin 1/4 ins spacers to prevent caliper/whee!
fouling, these wheel spacers are inexpensive, readi-
ly availible from motor factors and do not require
longer wheel studs to be fitted.
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Four piston calipers (four pot) conversions.

Once ventilated discs are fitted, the next step in
uprating the brakes is to fit four piston type
calipers, considering the prohibitive cost of the A P.
racing conversion, | decided to look into the possibili-
ty of producing an alternative " four pot” conver-
sion utilising the more conventional cast iron type
of caliper specifically for road use. The main pro-
blem was finding a caliper that would fit into the
confines of a 13 ins steel wheel. Most four and six
piston calipers are usually fitted to larger and
heavier vehicles which invaribly have larger
diameter wheels. | eventually opted for the
Lockheed calipers that are used on the Rover SDI

\ and Triumph TRS
"four pot!" conver-
the only
produced
vehicle that these
' calipers were fit-
ted to the B.L.
These
calipers are com-

sions,
mass

¢ Princess.

pact, powerful and
popular in
motor sport
| circles, harder pad
| materials are readi-
: |y available,

are

Mintex M171
- MLB-52

Before you all go
rushing to the
nearest car
breakers, these
calipers
considerable modi-
fication before they are suitable for the
Vitesse/GT6.

require

Rear disc brake conversion

I'm still not certain as to why | became involved
with this. The standard Vitesse/GT6 drum brakes
are of adequate size, not prone to overheating and
the drum brake offers a more effective parking
(hand) brake, although they do require frequent ad-
Jjustments. The only advantage of rear discs would
be less maintenance as they are self adjusting, and
to some extent, unique.

At my time with Stecol Engineering, a rear disc
conversion was considered utilising Spitfire
calipers, no time was ever spent on this project
and these calipers later proved to be unsuitable.
As mentioned previously, front/rear bias is achiev-
ed by piston/bore sizes, with the greater braking
effort biased towards the front, this effectively
eliminates using calipers designed for front wheel

braking to be fitted to the rear, evéen using
adjustable pedal boxes, bias valves etc can still
make it difficult to set the vehicle up correctly.
There's no subsitute for having the correct parts
fitted in the first place. Another problem with this
type of caliper is a lack of handbrake facility. Fitting
a hydraulic handbrake is straight forward,
effective but illegal for a road vehicle.

Although not strictly applicable to the rotoflex
type of suspension as its fitted with taper roller
bearings, the fixed type of brake caliper should not
be used on the more conventional (live) type axles,
as they place unfavourable loadings on the half
shafts and subsequently wears the bearings
quickly. The "floating” type of calipers were not
fitted to club cars, its worth briefly describing
them as some members will not be familiar with
the operating principles. Fixed type of calipers are
relatively expensive to produce as the design
requires duplication of bores, pistons etc and tend
to be bulky. Manufacturers, in an effort to reduce
costs, simplified the design and the “floatingtype
of caliper was introduced. These calipers work on
the principle of Newtons third law of motion (action
and reaction are equal and opposite). Only one
piston is used and the caliper body is allowed to
slide, dependent on design, on its
mounting, the piston applies pressure to the
inboard brake pad which brings it into contact with
the disc. The reaction to this force makes the
caliper body move inwards, bringing the outboard
pad into contact with the disc. These calipers are
compact and reliable.

pivot or

Numerous calipers were considered for the rear
disc conversion | eventually opted for the Teeves
caliper fitted to the rear of the Chrysler 180 - 2.0
litre for various reasons, some are listed below.
(1) Light compact floating design.

(2) Effective cable operated handbrake.

(3) Piston/bore size suitable for rear wheel braking
(obviously)

(4) Popular on Talbot based vehicles in Motorsport,
hence the availability of harder materials e.g.
Mintex M171.

These calipers are fitted to the Triumph vertical
link by fabricated mounting brackets similar to the
method used for the front brakes, and are
mounted on the leading (radius arm) side due to the
position of the damper. The discs are fitted to the
hub by sliding over the wheel studs, which is a
rmethod frequently used nowadays. Detail changes
to the handbrake cables and hydraulic pipes are
required and a bias/limiting valve essential.
Although these Teeves calipers are of obsolete
design, new calipers and spares are still available,
although expensive, for this reason these calipers
have been deleted and will be replaced by A.P.
Racing calipers for this conversion, which will be
available shortly. ==
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THE SUPPLIER IN THE SOUTH
SPITFIRE, HERALD, VITESSE, GTé6,
STAG, TR6/7

New and used spares vast stocks - every
requirement - Panels, Hoods, Carpets, Trim
and all Mechanical Parts.

Pop in and look around the stores
Open 6 days - 9-5.30pm Mail order available

Tel: O34284 2555
Smallfield (nr Gatwick)

TEL » 091 - 478 5444 /GP\RD, NAL ~.

= (\TRIUMPH

v

FAX * 091 - 478 4739

FAST MAIL ORDER UPPL‘ES

NEW AND USED PARTS /1% S1AG - 1H 7 SEITHIRE 1 ANG 1506 + 2000 » 2500 - HESTORATIONS, TH 5 GONSERSIONS. SERVICING,
ENGINE AND GEARBOX REFAIRS, AL Y W e

SPITFIRE MK. 4 1300/1500
Full Recon. Engine (1300) £320; (1500) £360; Ex. Oil Pump £36;
Engine Parts Detail in our price list — Please enquire. 1300
Gearbox Recon. Less O/D £130; Ex. 1500 G/Box Recon. Less
O/D £135; Ex. Recon. O/D £125; Ex. Differential Recon. {1300
& 1500) £135; Ex. 1300/1500 Driveshaft £52.50; Radiator Recon,
£60 ex; Ex. Hoses and Clips ex stock; Kentowe Fan Kit £65; Viscous
Coupling £40; Clutch Assy. (1300) £40; Clutch Assy. (1500) £52;
Master Cylinder £32.50; Slave Cylinder £26; Brake Pads £5.50;
Brake Shoes 1300/1500 £10; Brake Disc £13; Brake Drum £20;
Brake Caliper (recon.) £36; Ex. Rear Wheel Cylinder £10; Brake
Master Cyl. £38 (single circuit); Tandem Master Cylinder £85; Seal
Kits and Hoses ex stock; Recon. Steering Rack £30; Ex. Track
Rod End £5.25, Lower Steer Coupling £19; Lower Trunion £15;
Trunion Fit Kit £4.25; Top Ball Joint £10; Shock Absorber (front)
£16; Uprated Shock Absorber (pair) £50; Road Spring (front) £18;
Leaf Spring £70; Leaf Spring (S/H) £25; Rear Shock Absorber
£16; Uprated Rear Shock Absorber £44 pr; Bushes/Mountings
from stock: Front Outer Wing (BL) £65; Front Outer Wing
(Remade) £35; Quarter Valance (steel) £37; F/glass £15; Door Shell
(recon) £75; Ex. Door Skin £20; BL Quter Sili £23: Remade Outer
Sill £13; Floor Panels from £20; Rear Valance £35; Rear Wing
£92; Boot Floor Repair (3) Sections £40; Full S/Steel Exhaust
System (1300/1500) £99; Mild Steel from £60 — Free Price List
Available — Please enquire.

Trade and Exporl enquiries welcome
All enquinies 10.-

Dept., Te'
Cardinal Triumph Supplies,
Cardinal House, High Levet Rload,

dusta sample of gur stock Send fo free prce ists, v ey
To Order Parts:- Telephane with credt card detarls e
H ordering by post -~ Telpnone hrst to conim dehivery Gosts.
Please add VAT to ail prices. Prices subject 1o change without notce.
OPENING HOURS. Mon - Fri 830 am - 530 pm

Sal 930 am pm

Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. NES 284G

OLDCTR

THE MAGAZINE YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR
COVERING THE COMPLETE
OLD CAR SCENE
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SPITBITS

LOOK SPITBITS HAVE NEW PARTS AVAILABLE

We have just acquired over 30 BRAND NEW, B.L. rear Spitfire MklV, 1500, GT6 MKkili

BUMPERS, which we bought at a bargain price, so we can offer them to you at the ONCE

ONLY PRICE OF JUST £95 EXCHANGE. Please note: these are original, not rechromed.

Also available: 5 only NEW B.L, still boxed, CYLINDER  THE FOLLOWING DUE TO GREAT DEMAND

HEADS’ with rocker shafts etc. £75 each. We also now stock Spitfire, GT6 outer door to glass weather strips, as

1 only NEW Spitfire MkI/Il/Il ORIGINAL BONNET original. £6.50 ?ach. .

CENTRE SECTION £1 25 ea‘ rgsod E;Ja irty carpegns:trs. ntan(:ard 24& bound edged £55.

20 sets of ORIGINAL B.L. padded black check and tan z:ve :oucrzce:\etlyci;?dgit aneov:rj(iSe1:;acrgoxp::e\r;::na'.15:é( a prop? We

check cloth 1500 SEAT COVERS at onIy £50 per seat canhnow of:er to sho;en, ballanggsand if required, fit new UJs or simply
! . exchange for ours. From onl X

5 only ORIGINAL B.L. Spitﬁre MKkIV D'FFS., still boxed Ournevg. original type somopsy. Still onty £59, with rear zip window, black,

- first come, ﬁl’st Served. JuSt £120 eaCh. to fit MkI/IHIN/IV/1500, Herald and Vitesse. Also in white or tan.

PLEASE NOTE: the above parts are sold on a once

only offer, so hurry while stocks last. Some of these

Our stock of secondhand parts is second to none. Tons
of parts available for Spitfire and GT6, plus a few Heraid
parts are not available anywhere else.

and Vitesse. Just ring with your list for immediate prices.
Access and Visa. Postage orders taken.

Telephone Stores (0734) 883427 or (0734) 732648. This number also for all postal orders. All parts + VAT &

PP. Stores only 1 minute from Junction 11 M4. Now open 7 days a week but please ring for times & avaiiability.

SOSTI ADDFRESS ONLY ‘ GREAT LEA HOU‘SIE 'FARM
ingles Farm " ”

New Mill Road STORES

Finchampstead

Berks RG11 4QT

BASINGSTOKE

GT6 - SPITFIRE - HERALD - VITESSE - BOND
Yk # & APRIL OFFERS * *

GT6/SPITFIRE PANELS ACCESSORIES & CHROME

Full Floor Pans ... £27.50 Boot Racks ..., £17.50
4 Piece Sill Kits (per side) .............. £24.50 Woodrim Steering Wheel

Door Skins (state year) with Boss Kit ... £36.00
Boot Floors ..o Halogen H/llamp Conv. 7" only ..... £17.50
Rear Valance Spitfire Mkl . 1500 Inner Door Handles repair ..... £5.50
Rear Valance Spitfire MkIV ... £24.00 Bonnet LockS ... £9.50
MkIV/1500 Y4 Vailance GRP .......... £15.00 Inerita Seat Belts ... £18.00

HERALD VITESSE PARTS STEERING/SUSPENSION

... £18.50 Top BRall Joint (front all models) .... £7.50
.. £13.00 Track Rod Ends .....c.ooccvciniiiiicncinennes £4.00
£38.00 Lower Steering Coupling ................. £9.50
Outriggers (each) .. E7.50 Steering Rack (exch)
Boot Riggers (each) .. 810.00 Rack Gaiters ........ocociiiviiiiiiiiiiiiie .

Side Rail ..o £9.50 Wheel Bearings (state model) ...... £10.00

Door Skins
Rear Corner Valance
Rear Centre Valance

FULL RESTORATIONS SERVICE AVAILABLE ON ALL CLUB CARS INCL.UDING BONDS
OPEN 6 DAYS AWEEK 9-6 INCLUDING MON, WED, FRIDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9.00pm

@mmmm, ALL OTHER PARTS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
INCLUDING MANY SECOND HAND SPARES ALL CLEANED & READY TO FIT

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE & PACKING
STATION YARD TEMPLECOMBE SOMERSET TEL: 0963 71333

Jonty Wild should be congratulated on an original piece of work covering rear springs and
dampers Courier 115 January 1990. The following comments may also be of interest.

e

80mm

Fig.1

|

Wheel Movement

1, It must be remembered that damper travel is not equivalent to wheel
travel, due to the geometry of the suspension, drawing above. By simple
geometry it can be seen that a Imm vertical movement of the wheel | Damper Movement
gives a damper movement equilavent to approximately 1 x Cos 34
degrees = 0.82mm (calculations of the exact movement is a little more
involved), i.e. damper travel is less than wheel travel by a factor of 0.82.
it follows that decambering the rear spring to lower the rear of the car
by 25mm will only reduce damper travel by 20mm. N.B. If the rear of the
car is lowered by raising the differential by 25mm, then this will have no

effect upon damper travel.

2. For a new Herald:-

The static to max. bump position of the wheel is 47mm, equating to a

damper travel of 38mm in bump. (47 x 0.82).

The static to max. rebound position of the wheel is
80rmm, equating to a damper travel of 65mm in
rebound, (80 x 0.82).

Total damper travel is thus 65 + 38 = 103mm.

From the damper data presented in Jonty's Table 2
it would appear that only Armstrong, Koni
Adjustable and Spax Adjustable dampers for the
rotoflex GT6 have a travel in excess of 100mm

in addition, assuming the static laden length (A) of
the damper is 300mm, then the minimum
compressed length of the damper should be 262mm
{300-38) and the maximum expanded length 365mm
(300 + 65); in which case none of the dampers listed
in table 2 wouid meet the full requirement.

it may be that static laden length (A) of the damper
should be 290mm in which case the min. and max.
damper lengths would be 252mm and 355mm. The
Armstrong, Koni Adjustable and Spax Adjustable
would then fit the bill again.

Only more data from members or an engineering
drawing from B.L. will answer the question.

If anyone can afford the dampers B.L. sell, or if any
of the Traders have any of the 'original’ dampers for
our cars, it would be interesting to see what the min.
and max. lengths are.

3. Wear on just one side of the rear spring is unlikely

A

&= 34°

+o be responsible for lop-sided Spitfires. On the wider track
swing spring cars, only the bottom leaf of the rear spring
is rigidly fixed to the differential, the remaining leaves are
free to move and therefore equalise the wear. A more likely
explanation is seized rear trunion bushes which prevent
the rear wheels changing camber. The proof | suppose is
to remove the spring, reverse it and see if the passenger's
side sags!

Another explanation | have heard is as follows:-

The last action the driver does before getting out of the
car is to put the hand brake on. Because of the way the
hand brake operates, the hand brake cable holds the
wheels in their loaded position. ie. slightly down on the
drivers side, preventing the wheels from sitting up again.

The above explanations are common to all club cars but
are more pronounced on Spitfires because the driver is a
larger percentage of the Spitfires weight and payload than
say the Herald.

4. A good test for sagging rear springs is that the car
should still be capable of being laden; e.g. 4 up in a Herald;
and not bottom out. Another sign of sagging rear springs,
particularty on the Spitfire, is that you start to leave your
exhaust pipe behind!

John Thomason - Spitfire IV/1500 Sec.
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Technical 4 Cylinder:

SERVICES 1990

Carl Heinlein

Technical 6 Cylinder:

Peter Gidden

Herald 948/1200
Chris Longhurst

Herald 13/60

Dave Beardsley

Spitfire Mkl/H/1
Nick Lord

Spitfire MkIV/1500

John Thomason

Vitesse 1600/Mkl/lI
Andy Bonner

GTe I/
Chris Chadwick
Bond

Peter Jacklin
Specials
Dennis Graves
Trevor Collett

Amphicar
David Chapman

Holly Corner, Willow Park, Croespenmaen, Newbridge, Gwent NP2 1X}
Telephone (0495) 247798 between 6-7pm only

Flat 4, 23 Manor Park, London SE13 5QZ
Telephone 01 463 0357

30 Shannon Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon 0X12 7PT
Telephone N/A

12 Falstone Green, Wigmore Park, Luton Beds LU2 9TT
Telephone (0582) 416684

16 Saddington Road, Smeeton Westerby, Leics. LE8 00S
Telephone (0533) 792810

154 Coleford Bridge Road, Myichett, Camberley, Surrey GU16 6D$
Telephone N/A

47 Brambly's Close, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 1UP
Telephone N/A

45 Angelica Gardens, Burnett's Lane, Horton Heath, Eastleigh SO5 7PA

Telephone (0703) 601164

76 Five Arches, Orton Wistow, Peterborough PE2 0FQ
Telephone (0733) 232818

13 Austin Close Irchester, Northamptonshire NN9 7AX
Telephone (0933) 313166

14 Lodge Road, Fetcham, Surrey KT22 9QY
Telephone (0372) 376661

5, Sheringham Road, Worcester WR5 3RA
Telephone (0905) 763192

Competition Secretaries

Tony Lindsay-Dean

Neil Sieightholm

International Liaison
Leon Guyot

Events & Equipment

Jonty Wild

Archivist & Librarian

Mike Costigan
Show Car Register

Dennis Benson

Area Liaison
Mike Crewes

B T e 0 R

42 Gladstone Ave, Feltham, Middx TW14 9LL
Telephone (01) 890 6777

45 Chellew Road, Tregolls, Truro, Cornwall TR1 1LR
Telephone (0872) 71361

5 Kenilworth Ave, Wimbledon, London SW19 7LN
Telephone 01-947-7659

13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN
Telephone (0462) 456315

‘Dumble Rise’ 38 Ridgeway, Southwell, Notts NG25 0DU
Telephone (0636) 814050

‘Courier Cottage,’ 78 Barley Mow Ln, Catshill, Worcs B61 OLP
Telephone (0527) 77059

112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berks SL5 8EM
Telephone (0344) 885541

CrLusOcFricE
The following services are available from the Club Offices

TSSC MEMBERSHIP £21.00 UK £22.00 EUROPE £25.00 OVERSEAS
RENEWALS UK £19.00 EUROPE £22.00 OVERSEAS £25.00

TSSC REGALIA - MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK

121B St Mary's Road, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7DT
T elephhraoaome (O858) 34424

TSSC SPECIAL OFFERS - 0462 456315

Tssc INSURANCE
QUOTATIONS — FOOTMAN JAMES & CO 021 561 4196 (ask for TSSC Insurance)
VALUATION SERVICE — PAM GRIFFITHS 0245 443152

Tssc HANDBOOK
JONTY WILD — 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN 0462 456315

Tssc ViDeo LiBRARY
STEVE LOVE — 19 Roughmoor Cresent, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1EU 0823 333212

Tssc SreciaL OFFERS
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN 0462 456315

RAc ScHEME
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB — 121B St Mary’s Road, Market Harborough LE16 7DT

MnrcaziNe Copy DaTE

All magazine material must be received by the 15th of the month prior to month of publication
TSSC PO BOX 28 Market Harborough LE16 7FX - FAX 0858 31936

Tssc AccounTs
BILL SUNDERLAND CLUB MANAGER — Send to Club Office

Tssc PusLic RELATIONS

PETER WILLIAMS — 10 Chesham Rise, Cherry Lodge, Northampton 0604 405416

Tssc TrRADE ADVERTISING
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB — 0858 32110 FAX 0858 31936

CLUB SERVICES 1990




